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BOOK XIX. 

G H A P. IV. 

The Hiftory of France, from the Reign of Clovis 
to that of Lewis the Fifteenth. 

S E C T. I. 

S ‘hefirft or Merovingian Race of Kings to their Ex- 
tinction. 

m 

T HE rife or origin of all nations is natufally ob- Connexion 
Icure; that of the Franks is particnjarly fo : all of this 
that can be faid of it is founded chiefly in conjee- 
• tirtfc, and deriving its credit from a comparifon^ m ^ 

or concurrence of circumftances, falls lhort of certainty, ^ 

and is at moft but probable a . What can be fcid worth s 

confidering, upon this perplexed fubjeft, the reader has bijlory of 

% 

a Preface Pcre Daniel fur THiftorique 6 e France. Hiftoire 
& Geographje ancienne £ moderne, par M. D’AudiFfret, 
tom. ii. p. 13. Nouvelle Hiftoire de France, par M. Louis 
LE GeNDRE, p. 4, 5. 

Mod. Hist. Vot. Xfclll. B fee* 



i 9 fheHiftory of France. B. Xt % 4 

/^Franks feen in the former part of this work f ery clearly and cor- 
to Clovis, rettly ftated b . There, likewife, rr&y be found what has 
been tranfmitted to pofterity, with the greateft appearance 
of truth, concerning , their .four firft kings, under whom 
they contefled the dominion of Gaul with the Romans , 
who were then pofTefTed of it, viz. Pharambnd , Clodio, 
Marovius , and Lhilderic c . It is very doubtful, whether 
the third of thefe princes was brother, or fon, or kinfman, 
or of quite another family from his pred^ceflor* The lafl: 
has been held moft probable, becaufe the firft line of the 
kings of the Franks in Gallia were from him Ailed Mero- 
vingian, which looks as if he was the founder of a new 
family at leaft, if not of the monarchy d . This indeed 
has by fome learned men been bellowed on his fon, while 
other learned critics, with a great modern hiftorian e , aferibe 
this honour wholly to Clovis , and affirm, that to him the^ 
honour is due, of laying the foundation %f that empire, 1 
which has fubfifted fo long, and been extended fo far. It 
is for this reafon, that the reign of Clovis is alfo to be 
found in the former part of this work ; fo that we might 
enter on this fefrion with the divifion of his dominions 
amongft his four fons : but as in this there would be fome- 
thing very abrupt, and as wc muft be frequently referring 
to what pafied under the reign of "theij father, .wc are per- 
fuaded it will be more for the reader’s eafe, as well as our 
own, to enter upon our talk by a very fuccinft recapitula- 
tion of his hiftory. 

Clovis^- Clodovmus, as he is called by Gregory of Tours , Clo- 
f'i.rs Sja- vis , as he isufually ftiled, or Louis , for it is the fame name 
grii.s, pi ts differently written, fuccceded his father Childcric > at the 
in ^ tecn - r f ^ c firft five years of his government, for 

t0 ^ an Y thing we knqw, were fpent in peace ; but, at the ex- 
piration of that time, he had perfected all his preparations 
'Gaid and or att,LC; king the Romans in Gaul. They were then go- 
fubjl Lutes '^ rne fi t»y Syagrius, whom the Franks , at leaft, ; filled their 
'bii o<tvH. king, and fie had fixed his re fide nee at Soijfons. Sigibcrt % 
one of the chiefs or kings of the Franks , made himfelf mi- 
ller of Cologne, where it is probable that Clovis pafied the 

b Uni\*erfal Hiftory, h, iv. c. xxviii. feft. v. c Hiftoriae 
Prancoruiu Ecclcftaftic. lib. x. auftore S. El. GrecorIo Bp. 
Turonenfis. Fkedeoarii Skhclallici Epitome & Chronicon. 
Hadriaxi ValkjTii geita Erancorum* Hiftoife Critique de 
I’Elabliflement dela Monarchic Frapcoife, par l’Abbe Du Bos. 

Hadriani Vales ii gefta Erancorum, p. 144, 145. e Iiift. 
de France, par k P. G. Lamll, tom. i. p. 4* 


Rhine, 
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Rhine , and, throughyhe foreft of Ardennes, •marched di- A. D/ 4 8 5* 
rcCHy towards SoiJfons\ Syagrius, having a numerous army 
under his command, gave him battle, in which Chararjc , 
one of the chiefs of the Franks , and nearer related to 
Clovis , is laid to have kept his troops entire, till he faw 
the Romans begin to break, whom he charged with great 
vivacity in their retreat ; fo that being totally defeated and 
difperfed, Syagrius fled to Touloufe , and put himfclf under 
the protection of Alaric , king of the Vifigoths f ; who, 
apprehenfive of the fpirit and fuccefs of Clovis, fome time 
after delivered him up; and the monarch of the Franks , 
keeping him fome time in prifon, where, by giving him falfe 
hopes, he wrought upon him to facilitate his conqueft, 

When he was of no farther ufe in that refpeCf, caufed him 
to be privately beheaded &. This was followed by the 
entire reduction of his dominions, which put an end to 
the power of the Romans in Gaul , and left the Franks in 
full poflellion oT all the countries between the Rhine and 
the Loire. The power he had gained by the fword, he 
laboured to eftablifh by a mild and equitable government, 
in which his fubjeCts of all nations might find their account ; 
and, at this time, as fome very able judges believe, he 
caufed the falique law to be made public ^ (A). While 

Clovis 

• 

f Gregor. Turon. lib, t ii, c. 27. * FredEgaru Sclio- 

laftici Epitome 8c Chronicon, lib. ii» h Hadriani Va- 
lesii gelta Francorum, lib. iiu 

(A) There is no part-of the laftly, that the perfbnal hifto- 
modern hiltory that (lands ry of thefe monarchs of the 
more in need of explanatory firfi race, their marriages and 
remarks than this which lies pofterity, are thrown into the 
before us, and therefore we notes, thft the thread of the 
conceive it our duty to afford narrative might remain as uni- 
the reader all the afliftance form as poflible. Tlfefe points 
wc can ii^ this way; but, at premifed, we pjopofe in this 
the fame time, we mud intreat note to fpeak of the Salique 
{lira to beaun memory, that Law. The Franks, before 
we write note§, not differta- their irruption into Gaul, ra- 
tions, which muft excafe our habited a part of Germany , 
being very fuccinCl ; that we which, in the old*geographi- 
propofe what appears to us cal tables, is from thence de- 
moft probable ; and that we •nominated Francia ; and, by 
pretend not to dictate, but to fome authors, is called Old 
leave all to his o*vn judgment France , and, by other^ the 
alid better information. And Germanic- France , to djftinguilh 

B 2 it 
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. Clovis was thus employed, Bafm , kinj^)f Thuringia , attacked 
the country of the Franks on the omer fide the Rhine, and 
treated the feople with extreme cruelty ; of which Clovis 
• was 


it from the country which now 
bears the fame name ( i ). The 
Franks were compofed of fe- 
veral tribes or clans, each of 
which had its particular chief. 
Thus, at the fame time that 
Clovis was king of the Salt- 
ans, Sigebert reigned in the 
fame quality over the Ripua - 
rians , and other princes over 
other tribes (2). Each of thcfe 
tribes had their particular cu- 
ftoms, which being collected 
and reduced to writing, formed 
the code of their laws ; and 
hence it is mofl probable, that 
what is fliled the Salique Law 
received that name, from be- 
ing the code of the cufloms 
that prevailed amortgfl the 
Sallans (3). What we have 
now is not flridlly fpeaking 
the Salique Law, bccaufe it is 
not the entire code, but an 
abftrad of it. There are two 
editions ; the firft printed from 
a manufeript in the abbey of 
Fulde, by the care of John 
Bafil , herald, in 1557, and 
the other later, ^as compre- 
hending the alterations and 
additions made by feveral * 
kings; but they agree very 
well in the* main, and fhew 
very clearly, that they were 
the culloms which prevailed 
amongfl a barbarous and war- 
like people, in order to keep 
fome kind of interior order, 
and to prevent their turning 
their fwords, at every turn. 


againfl each other. This ab- 
ftradt is divided into feventy- 
one titles, heads, or articles, 
penned in miferable Latin, 
full of bait>arous words, bor- 
rowed from different lan- 
guages, but which proves its 
aufhenticity, from their being 
found in the moll ancient 
charters, chronicles, and re- 
cords ($. They preferibe pu- 
nilhment for murder, theft, 
injuries, and all tfce various 
kinds of violence, to which 
fuch fierce and rude nations 
are commonly addidled. There 
is not fo much as a fingle word 
of priefls, facri frees, or any 
thing that refpetts religion, ei- 
ther Chriflian or Pagan. It is 
is nbt c^fy, or rather it is im- 
poilible, to fix their origin : 
fome attribute them to Pha- 
ramond , others beliete them 
flill more ancient ; however, 
it feemsto be generally agreed, 
that Clovis publilhed them in 
the Hate they now Hand in, or 
rather gave his fanttion to that 
code from which this abflraft 
is made (5). They are be- 
cbme chiefly famous from a 
few lines in the fixty-fecond 
title, which we win give the 
reader as they fland there : “De 
Terra vero Mica nulla po*- 
tio hzereditatis tranfit in 
mulierem, fed hoc virifis 
fexus acquirit hoc efl filii 
in ipfa hscreditate fucce* 
dunt.” i. e. In refpeft to 
Salic 


(1) Wftoin critique de Fetabliffemetit dt fa Monarchic Francois, par T Abba 
Du Eos, (2) iledriani VaUJii gefta Fra neorum, lib , lii. (3) Dip - 

Jertotion Jur VQrigine det Loin Saliqucs, par % M. V Abbe de Vrrtot , Ihfioira 
de Fiance, par h P. G. Dante/, (4) In Editions Lidc/ibt usuti & Pi • 
tb scans, (5} P t Daniel, tom • i. p, 12, 
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was no fooner infoaned, than he marched againfl him 
with a great force, \^efcated his army, and reduced his 
fubjefts to fubmit to become his tributaries 

C.xeg. Tor. 1 . ii. cap. 27 . 4 

Salic Lands, no part of it (hall confifts of iix fhort paragraphs, 
ever be inherited by a woman, live of which regard the fuc* 
but being acquired by the males, ceflion to fuch eftates, and in 
males only ihall be capable of them the females are to the 
the fucceifion (6). # It has been full as much favoured as the 
urged, that this law difabled males, and then comes the 
the daughters from inheriting fixth paragraph by way of 
the crown of France \ in which, exception. “ But in refpcd 
if there be any truth, it mull to Salic land, no part of it 

be by conftrudion. Our bufi- (hall ever be inherited by a 

nefs, at prefent, fhqjl be to woman, but being acquired 

inquire into and explain what by the males, males on- 

thefe Salique lands were. The ly fhall be capable of the 

Saltans , webt^ore obfervdU, fucceflion. ” The Englifh 

were only one tribe or clan of reader is now in a condition* 
the Franks ; and, at the time to judge for himfislf of the 
Clovis invaded Gaul , their meaning of this law, and how 
whole force confifted of but far it may be extended by con- 
three thoufand fighting men, ftrudion (7). We will only 
and the whole fhength of the add two remarks ; the firft is, 
aflbciated clans did not exceed that the Raman emperor Alex - 
twenty or twenty-four thou- ander Severn had made grants 
fandatmoft. When they were of the very fame nature to his 
fixed in their conquers, the foldiers, which cuftom had 
king rewarded eminent fer- been followed by his fuccef- 
vices by a grant of lands, but fors : and fome of the French 
fubjed to military aids. Thefe lawyers are of opinion, that 
lands thus granted, were the as thefe lands fell in, they were 
lands mentioned in the law, granted out again by Clovis 
and fuch an eftate was ftiled, and his fucceffors to Saltans (8). 
Terra Salica , Terre Salique, or Our fecovid remark is, that the 
land held according to th$ fubjeds of thefe princes being 
Salic cuftom : thefe eftates of different defcents,® fuch as 
were oppefed to another kind Gauls , Burgundies, as welf as 
of eftates, which were ftiled Franks , they lived under their 
ipllodi&l, and might be ac- feperate laws, qnd hence, in 
quired by oelcent, by marri- the old writers, there is a di- 
age, or by purchafe. It is to ftindion between nation and 
thefe eftates that the article people ; the forme? word be- 
^ which we have juft cited pro- ing reft rained to the Franks, 
* perl y belongs, as appears from mnd the latter implying fub- 
the very title de Alode, de l' A • jeds in general (9). 
leu, or of Allodials , This law 

(6) Pa&us Leg. SmL Retard, p. 107. (7), j Differ tat ton fur I'Origine dcs L>ix 

Sfliquu, par Vert of. {8) Lampridiut in Alexandra, p. 102. (9) Htjioire 

Critique it 1 ' etoblijfment de 1 $ Mon a rebit Francaifc , far l* Abbe Du Bos. 
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B. XIX. 


Tite fituaflon of his dominions, ajAi the circumftances 
f his affairs, obliged him to have^n ambaflador almoft 
•nfhntly in^the court of Gondebaud , king of Burgundy , 
and tnis brought to his knowlege the fame of his niece, 
the end ns W A 0> * n P 0 ' int beauty, v i rtue ». and other accomplifh- 
ef magi- me V s > was efteemcd the moft illuftrious princefs of that 
Jlracy, and 1 2 £ c > w ^om, not without difficulty, ' he obtained k (B). St, 
' defeats Gregory of Tours calls her Chrotildis , but by modern writers 

Alaric. (he 


ClotildJ 
becomes a 
Chrifiian y 
receives 


k HiNCMAR in vit. S. Remi£. 


(B) Gundiacy king of the 
Burgundians , married the fitter 
of the famous Ricim r , whom 
we have had frequent occafion 
to mention, in the former part 
of this hiftory, and had by her 
Gondehaldy Godegifcles , Lhilpe- 
ricy called alfo Hilperic, and 
Godemar (i). They divided 
among them the countries fub- 
}e£i to the Burgundians ; for 
Chilperic is filled by Sidontus, 
tetrarch ; and by JornandeSy 
king. Chilperic and Godemar 
joining againft Gundcbald drove 
him out, and feized on his do- 
minions ; but G undebald hav- 
ing in the end recovered them, 
found means to difpatch his 
two brothers, with their iffue 
male (2). He likewife ex- 
tended his cruelties fo far, as 
to caufe his brother* Qhilperids 
queen to be bound with a 
heavy fltne about her neck, 
and thrown into a well (3). 
This princefs ,• as Sidontus tells 
us, was a woman of great 
prudence, and had fuch an in- 
fluence over her hulband, that, 
alluding totthe Roman hiftory, 
he liilcs her another Tanaquil. 


By herwifdom, and affable be- 
haviour, (he qualified the na- 
tural feverity and ruggednefs of 
her hufhancTs difpolition, by 
whicii (he peferved the lives 
of # many innefcent pcafons, and 
was fi om thence generally re- 
fpetted and beloved (4). By 
this princefs, Chilperic left two 
daughters, who were both ba- 
nilhed by G;j;debcUd, or rather 
kept under confinement, in a 
callle, at fomc diftance fiom 
the court* Mcrcuntna the el- 
der, embraced the date of vir- 
ginity, the other was Cloihildis 9 
of whom we are to fpeak in 
this note (5). It is probable, 
that not being able to refill 
the power of the Franks , and 
fufpe&ing that his niece would 
omit nothing to infpire Clovis 
with her refentment againft 
himfelf and his family, Gon- 
tie baud, or Gondebald % might be 
very averfe to the^narriage. 
But the ftories we are told of 
the methods taken by Clovis 
to fol licit her affKtion, andf 
the rings exchanged between 
them, carry in them the air 
of romance (6). We might 
lay 


(1) Htflori* Franc trum EctUfiafiir*, libri x. auRore S. FI. Gregorio , Ep. 
RieronRtJi, lib. ii. cap. 28. (2) Solti AfmMnant Sidonii Epijcopi Aver - 

norum Epiftola , p. 55. Jornandes Epijeop. Rerum Goth. cap. xliv. (3) Gre- 
g'r . kurort, lib. ii. cap . 28. (*) Sidon . lib. v. epift. vii. (5) Gregor. 

Turin. lib. ii. cap. 28. (6) Fredegarii Sekp/ajlici Epitfme & Cbrcmcoo, 

cap. £ix. XX. Gejla Rtgitn Francotunt , cqp. xi. 
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(lie is called Clotilde , or Clotildis, and was a zealous Chrl* 
ftian. Her endeavou\to convert the king weft not at fkft * * 
very fuccefsful ; on the contrary, the death of her cldeft foa 
Ingomcr , foon after he was baptized, made an untoward imy 
prelfion on the mind of Clovis , which was heightened b 1/ 
the dangerous ficknefs of C/odomir his fecond fon, foon aft«r 
he was initiated into the Chriftian faith, from which how- 
ever he recovered K The Alternant, a numerous and potent 
nation, palling the Rhine , fuddenly wafted the countiy about 
Cologne in a molt barbarous manner. Sigibert demanded 
the alGftance of Clovis , who marched with a great army to 
his relief, and, as as foon as he had joined his forces, gave 
the enemy battle at a place called Tolbiac , where, on the 
point of being defeated, Clovis made a vow, tjiat, if Pro- 
vidence granted him the vittory, he would become a Chri- 
ftian. His prayers being heard, the king caufed himfclf to. , 
be inftrufted in the faith, and was, at length, baptized by 49 « 
St. Remy* bilhoff of Rbeifns, which gave great fatisfattion 
to the Gauls , and at Rome , as moll of the princes in Europe 
were at that time Arians m . As for the miracles that are 
fiid to have attended this ceremony, wc find no hints of 

1 Gregor. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 28. Du Bos Hilloi re Cri- 
tique, p. 365. m Gefta Francorum, cap. xv. Greg. Tur. 
lib. ii. cap. 31. 


fay the fame thing of Gotide - 
bald fending horfemen after his 
niece when on the road to the 
court of Clovis, her apprehen- 
fion of this, and her quitting 
the chariot (he was in, to 
make her efcape more fee u rely 
on horfeback, but that it feems 
to be countenanced by the moft # 
authentic hiftorian we have ( 7 ); 
and that #he improbability of 
thefe fa£ts ariles folely from 
fjhe contrariety between the 
manners of that age and our 
own, which, in the reafon of 
things, ought to have no great 
weight ( 8 ). Thefe are parti- 
culars in themfelves of fuch a 


nature, and of fo little mo- 
ment, that we Ihould not have 
given them a place here, if we 
had not been perfuaded, that 
they are in fome meafurea key 
to this hiftory ; for Clothildis re- 
fembled her mother, and by 
her prudqige and complaifance 
came to have a great inftuence 
over Clovis, and for f<*me years 
after his death, in a great m*^- 
fure, commandecfrthe.FVwzi/, in 
the name of her Tons, whom ihe 
irritated againft her own fami- 
ly, and at length brought both 
that and her country to de«- 
ftru&ion ( 9 }. 


(7) Gregor, Turon, lib , ii. cap, 2?. (8) llifl. critique Manarcbie Fran • 

cotfe, par Du Bot, (9) Sm the fubft quint part of the bi/lory, and fll the 

ancient bijiorjant already cited • 

. b 4 tfv® 
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them in the more ancient authors (C). Sometime after, 
Clovis reduced Armorica , or Brittany* and afterwards made 

ar againft the Burgundians , in whifh he had for his ally 
I Theodoric 

• 

C) We have a very circum- tion, is, that Hincmar took it 
fta\tial account of the bapti- from an ancient life of that 
zing of Clovis , by St. Gregory holy perfon, or rather might 
of Tours , who lived near his have taken it fiom thence, 
time ; we have a letter written But the misfortune is, that this 
to him by the bifhop of Vienne, life had hefcn read by Gregory 
to felicitate him upon his con- of Tours , and yet he fays no- 
verfion ; and we have another thing of this amazing miracle, 
long letter of a bifhop, con- though he magnifies the fane* 
ccrning the miracles wrought tity of Remigius , and tells us, 
by St. Remy , or Remigius , bi- that he wrought miracles, and 
Ihop of Rheims ; in all which even raifcd a perfon from the 
there is not one fy 11 able of the dead (3). It is in vain to 
holy vial (1). The ilory was cije a crow^ of authors, or 
firft broached, in the ninth cen- . even of offices and liturgies of 
tury, by Hincmar , archbifliop later date (4), fince all we find 
of Rheims . in his life of that therein mufl depend upon the 
faint ; and what he relates is authority of Hincmar , and what 
this: the holy prelate not find- fort of an authority his is may 
ing the oil when he was to ufe in a few words be fhewn. That 
it, had recourfe to heaven, h e was very inaccurate appears 
begging, with a fhort but fer- from hence, that he places the 
vent prayer, that the want of bftptifm cflf Clovis on theS*/#r- 
what was ncceffary, to accom- day before Eafter , whereas it is 
plifh the ceremony, might, by certain, that he was baptized 
fome means or other, be fup- at Chrifttnas (5). He was fo 
plied. He had fcarce done, credulous, that he tells us of 
when a dove, exceeding the another miracle wrought by the 
very fnow in whitenefs, was faine prelate, in favour of the 
feen carrying a phial filled fame king, which would be flill 
with oil, which the bilhop had more wonderful, if it was not 
no fooner receivecf *than the abfolutely ridiculous. He af- 
dove disappeared, and wasne- ^irms, that St. Remy gave to 
ve^afterwards feen. With this Clovis a bottle of wiilfc, which 
oil Remigius anointed the king, ferved him and alibis family, 
and the odour it fpread was nay, and all his army too ; and 
fweet, beyond imagination or which had this admirable prq{ 
expreffion (2). All that can perty, that it would never di- 
be faid in fupport of this rela- miniflb, but when Providence 
# meant 

(1) Greg, Turcv, lib. ii. cab. 3 t. %p\fl* Avit. ad Clod . DuCheJne, tom . i. 
/>. S34. Epift. bluet. ad^Cloi!oj t iv:ntb i ibid . p (2) Hincmar vita 

jflcmigii aj>. DuCbcfne, tom. i. p. <24.. (3) Greg. Turott. lib, ii. cap. 31. 

(4) Ajgnoini Monacbi inclyti C&aoiii S.Qirmaq hbri qutnquc de gefiil Franco- 
rum, Itb.i. cap. 16. Gregor, ma^n lib. v. epifl. 6, Mzttb. Parjf. ad 
12 $4, 1257* Find. Htfl. Feel. Rbem. lib. i. cap . 13, (5) fijncmfit yitcj 

fiemigii, Avit, epiji . xii. Ed /. Siramdt. p, 94^ 
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Theodor ic, king of the OJirogoths n ; Alaric taking umbrage 
at the great power <A Clovis, and finding a dilpofition in 
his own fubje&s, who\tre- Catholics, to revolt to him, en- 
gaged in a war, the fate of which was decided by a general 

n Fredegarii Scholafiici Epitome 4c Chronicon, cap. x^V. 


Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 33. 

meant to reftrain the fuccefs of 
his arms ; fo that it was not 
only an inexhauftible cordial, 
but a kind of prophetic baro- 
meter (6). This is but one 
inftance out of many abfurd 
and idle (lories reported by this 
fingle champion of the holy 
vial ; but it is fuch a« infiance 
as will certainly deftroy his 
credit wjth evc^y reasonable 
man, and oblige us to pity 
thofe f who, after reading fuch 
things, will pretend to believe 
them. It is furprifing, that, 
in the midfi of fo many mi- 
racles, wc have not one word 
faid of this holy bifhop remon- 
ftrating to Clovis againft thofe 
numberlefs a£ls of irfjufticc and 
cruelty which he was conti 
nually committing. Miracles 
wrought in favour of fuch a 
man was but confirming him 
in his vices, by ftrengthening 
his power ; and St. Remy would 
have done infinitely more for 
his fubje&s and himfelf, if he 
had wrought one miracle to 
reftrain him, and convince him, 
that whatever authority he 
might hsf£e on earth, he was 
to anfwer for the abufe of it 
>to him by<*^hom it was be- 
llowed. It is far from being 
impofiible, on the contrary it 
is highly probable, that this 


good bifhop might not be ne- 
gligent in his duty, but might 
admonifh the king on various 
occafions (7), of which how- 
ever the monks have preferved 
us no remembrance, as being 
entirely bent on fupporting and 
extending the power of the 
church, which they preferred 
to the honour and welfare of 
religion. This thofe who ad- 
mire them moft readily admit ; 
for a very learned and judici- 
ous writer, who* would not- 
withfianding be thought to be- 
lieve the miracle of the holy 
phial, in order to anfwer the 
objc&ion drawn from the fi- 
lence of Gregory of Tours , hints, 
that he might be induced to let 
it p:ifs in filence, to avoid raif- 
ing the credit and fupremacy 
of the fee of Rbeims , and giv- 
ing it thereby an advantage 0- 
ver his own church of Tours (8). 
We fay nothing of the banner 
covered with fours de lit, or, at 
wc wiite them, fovoer de luces , 
put into* Clovis's own hand by 
angels, or of the orrifaim 
brought by the fam£ convey-; 
ance, becaufc jhefe are $ven 
up by the French hiftorians, and 
indeed fome make no fcruple 
of giving up the vial at 
Rbeims {y). 


(6) Ii in emer vita Remigii, Du Cbtfoi', tor. i. />. 527. (7) Greg, Tur* 

W>. ii. cap. 31. (8) Difcrtation fur l Or'unte+des J.otv $ahques> par Jd. 

1' Abbe de Vtrtot. ( 9 ) Novvelle Ufoire di I'toncc, par M. Louis le Gcndrt , 
i« 31 , 33 . Hijloi de France, par f,%. Cb alerts t tom. i. />.£}, 10. 
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battle in the j>lains of Vouille near Poitiers , where his forces 
A.D.yog. were totally defeated, and himfelf kftpd in the held His 
^ ambition led Clovis to pulli his’fucras a little too far ; in 
Oonfequenceiof which the Franks were foundly beaten be* 
fore Arles by the forces of Theodoric ; foon after which a 
general peace was made, in which the Burgundians and the 
Vijigoths were included P. 

His am » The fame of his vi&ories having penetrated as far as 
bition Conjlantinople , the emperor Anafiafius fcnt him a diadem and 

prompts a purple robe, with the title ot Patrician^ Conful, or Augu - 
him to fins, it docs not clcaiiy appear which However, it was 
dejlroy all very kindly accepted, and the king caufed himfelf to bein- 
the little verted with thefe pompous ornaments, in a very folemn 
hngs and manner . ^ may be both princes had their views, and that 
^fthc™* thefe were very different. The emperor might propofe pie- 
Franks Irving a title to the Gauls, now the pdfle/fion was lort, by 
the conferring, and ihc acceptance of thefe honours ; where- 
as the monarch of the Franks •might coijfider this as an 
aflociation in the empire, or at lcaft defirc it rtiould be fo 
confidered by the Inhabitants of the conquered countries. 
When he perceived that this had taken effeft, he began to 
510. undermine the chiefs of other tribes, that he might leave 
all the Franks poffeifed to his own porterity. He began 
with Sigibert , king of Cologne , by hinting to his fon Chlo - 
dericj that he fpun the thread of his lifi^ a little too long; 
upon which Chloderic caufed him to be put to death; but 
as he was bufy in taking pofleflion of his treafures, he was 
ftabbed by one of his own retinue, and Clovis appearing im- 
mediately after with an army, left no room to doubt, that he 
direfted the laft murder, and was not ignorant of the firft r . 
He feized by treachery Chararic , king of Cambray, and his 
fon, caufed them both to be fhaved, the old man to be or- 
dained a prieft, and the young one a deacon. This is the 
firft inftancc of rendering a prince incapable of wearing a 
crown betaking off* r:.: hair : and the fon having intimated 
to Ms father that it would grow again, and then tl^y might 
take their revtnge, Clevis , to prevent that, ordered that 
they ftiould lofe their heads \ He engaged, ljy^great pro-^ 
mifes, the minifters and captains of Ragnaclmrius to ddher 

0 JsifeoR* Cliron. Greo. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 37. p Ma- 
rius in Chron. Jorn udfs Epifcop. dc Regnorum cc tempo- 
rum fucceffionibus M. Aurcli* Caffiodori variarum, lib. xii. 

Greg. Tur. lib. ii.* cap, 38. r Aimoini Monachi inclyti 
Ccenojjii S. Germani libri quinque d^ geftis Francorum, cap. 
xvii, xviii. Greg. Tur. lib. ii. c. 40. Hadri'ani Valesji 
gefta Francorum. 3 GaEQ.Tur. lib, ii. cap. 41. 
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both him and his brottar Rkhariu s into his hands; and after 
reproaching them for leering themfelves to be chained, he 
diipatched them with his battle-axe. Thofe who had be- 
trayed them, complaining, that the money or^'prefents he 
gave them was only copper gilt, he told them* that he al- 
ways paid traitors in that coin *. J 

He removed the feat of his government firft from Tcpr- tlh death t 
may to SoiJJ'ons, and from thence to Paris, which he made 
the feat of his empire. He held a council at Orleans , at ra * ier * 
which feveral bilhdps were prefent, and a letter written by 
them to the king, on that occalion, js flill extant \ He 
founded feveral monarteries, and built fome churches; for 
thefe reafons, and becaufcf he profefled the Catholic reli- 
gion, the prelates were llrongly attached to him, which was 
one great inftrumenf, of his fuccefs. He deceafed in the 
month of November , in the year ol our Lord five hundred 
and eleven, an£,\vas interred in the church of St. Peter 
and Paul at Paris, which now bears the name of St. Ge- 
nevieve, where his tomb L ftiil to be feen w . He lived forty- 
five, and reigned thirty years. Authors are much divided 
as to his chara&er: fome admire him as a great captain; 
others commend him as a confumimtfe politician ; and fome 
have been fo complaifant as to ftile him a faint x . A late 
writer comes nearer to the truth : he fays, he was a very 
great prince, and A very wicked man y . His courage and 
his abilities, no doubt, were very remarkable, and his good 
fortune rather more confpicuous ; but his morals were cer- 
tainly deteftable : to cxcufe thefe, is not the bufinefs of an 
hirtorian ; to dwell upon them would be invidious ; but, 
without incurring this cenfure, we may affirm, that his 
boundlefs ambition, and the defire of fecuring to his own 
family the fovereignty of the Franks, which hitherto had 
been (hared with the chiefs of their fey^al tribes, was the 
fource of thofe vices which .tarnifh his character, and leave 
other nations no great reafon to regret the glory feme wri- 
ters woufd afTume, from having this prince fo£ the fourfder 
of their empire. 

The fofrsTof Clovis were four, amongft whom were di- The four 
vided all the dominions which their father had acquired./”" °J 

Theeldeft, whofe name was Thieri, or Theodor ic^vf&s about CIovis 

Jhare ms 

1 Ibid. c. 42. u SiRMOND«Concil. Gall. t. i. w GR£c.^ 0/B/ * ,fllfi * 
Turon. lib. ii. cap. 43. x De la Saintete du Roi Clovis, 
avec les preuves & les auforites, & un abrege de fa vie, par 
Jean Savaron, lieutenant general de Clermont, Parift Fol. 

1621. r Hiiloire de France, far M. Chalons,; vol. i. p. 15. 
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twenty-fix years of age, bbrn before his father’s marriage 
with Clotildh ; whence fome \nod erjjfw riters ftile him a bfi- 
ftard, of which there is no prorof.'^fre had the eaftern part 
of his fathers dominions for his (hare, and, becaufe that was 
his capital, (jad the title of king of Metz . Clodomir , the 
eldeft fon of Clovis by his queen, was about fixteen, and 
hV had the kingdom of Orleans . Childebcrt and Clotaire 
we^e infants ; the former had the kingdom of Paris , and 
the latter that of Soijfons , under the tutelage of their mo- 
ther. But though Gregory of Tours f^ r s this was a very 
equal divifion, yet it is not eafy to aflfign the manner in 
which it was made, or the provinces of which each of their 
A.D.511. (hares confifted z . The authority of Clotildis , founded 
chiefly in her prudence, preferved the dominions of the 
Franks in peace for the firft feven years after the death of 
Clovis , if we except a fmall difpute .between Theodor ic king 
of the OJlrogoths , and Thicri king of Metz, which was com- 
promifed upon terms not very advantage's to ttoe latter: 
for this fome conjettural reafons have been given, which 
we have not room to mention, and which are not of im- 
portance enough to create any obfeurity in the coarfe of 
our narration. It is however probable from thence, that 
the having fo formidable a neighbour as Theodor ic might 
contribute not a little to the tranquillity of this new 

, _ em P ire ’ 

yf Danifh a numerous fleet, with a potent army of Danes on 
fleet and board, arrived at the mouth of the Meufe , and their king 
army de- CochiliaCy having landed his forces, began to wafte all the 

Thurin^ at ^ acent COUntr ^ Wlt ^ ^ re an< * f wor d ; upon which Thieri 
* redu _ fent an army againft him, under the command of his fon 
ied under Theodobert , who had likewife the direction of a fleet that 
the domi - was alfo appointed to aft againft the Danes. In this expe- 
nion of dition he acquitted himfelf with great reputation, defeated 
Herman- thefe cruel invadciVon Ihore, beat their navy at fca, killed 
froi. their kiqg, compelled them toMifmifs their prifoners, and 
to retire with the utmoft precipitation a . His fath^ engaged 
$ 20# foon after in*a war lefs honourable, and, though attended 
with fuccefs, lefs advantageous. Hcrmanfroi , of Thief 

ringia , had, by the perfuafion of his wife Jmalbcrga 9 de- 
ftroyed his brother Berthaire , and feized his part of their 
father’s territories, and by her perfuafion he meditated the 
like treatment towards Balderic , his only furviving brother, 

* Greg. Tur. lik. iii. cap. 1. Agathia: Scholaflici de Inipe- 
ratorif Juftiniani rebus libri v. Jib.i. • a Greq. Tur. lib. iii. 
pap. 3. Gefta Reg, Francoruro, cap. ig. 
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who was apprized of Ks intentions, and kept Upon his guard. 
Hermanfroi , thereupon^vpplied himfelf to the king of Metz, 
and offered* him half his brother’s dominions, r jf he would 
join in this enterprize. He confefited to this, and, in con- 
junction with his new ally, gave battle to Baldcric , whofe 
army being defeated, and himfelf killed on the fpot, his A.D.521. 
brother feized all, and left Thieri no other recompence iTian 
the confcioufnefs of having embarked in fo foul an a&ion. 

A prince of his fpirit and temper could not help feeling and 
refenting this ufagej but perceiving Hermanfroi in full pof- 
feffion of Thuringia , whereas he had only a part of his fa- 
ther’s kingdoms, he ftifled his indignation, 1 till an opportu- 
nity fhould offer of indulging it in its full extent b . 

Gon deb a u d, king o i' Burgundy, who had murdered ChiU The chit - 
perk his brother, and tjf father of queen Clotildis , being dead, dren of 
left his dominions to his fons Sigifmund and Godemar , again# ^otildis 
whom, her fonsjacing now, grown up, the widow of Clovis ^ 
engaged them to make war. There was a circumftance, 
which rendered * Sigifmund odious to his own fubjeCfs ; of j ° an j 
which a full account being given, in another place, there is ta l e a „j 
do need we fhould repeat it here c . The difpute was very murder 
unequal, and the forces of Sigifmund quickly beat. The Sigif- 
Franks plundering the country without mercy, the people mund its 
partly out of fpite to the author of their misfortunes, and monarch. 
partly in hopes of pacifying the viCtors, feized upon the 
unfortunate Sigifmund, who had cut off his long hair, and 
put on the drefs of a hermit, and delivered him, together 
with his queen, and the two princes his fons, into the hands 
of Clodomir . He, after detaining them fome time in prifon 
at Orleans , upon the report of Godemar s being proclaimed 
king of the Burgundians , refolved to put them to death 
Avitus, abbot of Mici, interpofed in their behalf, and went 
fo far as to promife the king victory, if*he fpared thefe mife- 
rable creatures ; but in vain;' they were thrown into a deep 
pit, by way of retaliation, Chilperic having fuffereef the fjjmc 
treatmeiK from his brother Gondebaud. The #.univerfal pity 
^hat followed this outrageous aCtof cruelty procured Sigif 
muni, who m other refpeCts did not deferve it, the reputa- 
tion of a faint e . Clodomir, for it does not appear that his 
brethren took any fliarc in this fecond war, entered the coun- 
try of the Burgundians with his army, and gave battle to 


b Greg. Tur. lib. iii. cap. iv. Authofe vitae Theod. Abb. 
Rhemens. c Gefta Rag. rrancorum, cap. zo. Univer^l Hi- 
flory. Book IV. chap, xxviii feCL 6. (1 Marius Aventii in 

Chron. • Greg. Tur. lib. iii. cap. 6. Pafiio S. Sigifmundi. 
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Godemar, in # which he was defeated. Eut Clodcmir purfuing 
v indifcreetly, was furrounded and flainj and his head fixed on 

a pike, and carried about in triumpn by his enemies, who 
believed thafc this would have (truck the Franks withdcfpair ; 
but, on the contrary, it infpired them with fo great fury, 
that, after deftroying the greateft part of his army, they 
A.D.J24. obliged Godemar to quit the field of battle f . Clodomir left 
behind him three fons, notwithftanding which his brethren 
took poireflion of his dominions, under the fpecious pretence 
of being guardians to his children ; and hew honourably they 
difeharged that truft will hereafter appear. 

Thieri, TfiiiiRi, king of Metz, feeing the power of the Ofiro - 
hng of goths much lefTened by the dea'k of king Tbeodoric , thought 
IWetz re - j t a proper time to make Hcnnavf^oi feel the weight of his 
duets the vengeance ; and having engaged his. brother Clot ai re, king of 

Thurrn ^F ons > t0 they, at the agreed upon between 

• them, entered the country of Thuringia , with two potent 

caiifes armies. They joined foon aftef they hacP parted The Rhine, 

Herman- their force was quickly augmented by another power- 
froi to be ful corps of troops under Thcodobcrt g . However, Hcr- 
murdered . manfrei had time enough to alienable the whole force of his 
dominions, and to difpofe all things in the beft manner for 
their reception. The allies found him, therefore, with his 
army ranged in order of battle, with a fpacious plain in front, 
and a fteep and rapid river in his rear.. They formed with 
all the diligence portible, expelling they (hould have been at- 
53 1 * tacked, but perceiving the Tburingians remained firm, they 
advanced to charge them. Hermanfroi had caufed fevcral 
large pits to be made in the front of his army, which were 
covered again with turf, and numbers of the Franks falling 
into them, were mifcrably (lain. Clotaire , as foon as he per- 
ceived this, gaveafignal to halt, and foon after paffingwith 
his cavalry through the fpaces between the pits, pulhed the 
Tburingians with fiich vigour that they foon fell into confu- 
fion. Theodobert followed his uncle’s example with the in- 
fafitry, and Thieri taking them in flank with his Sprees, the 
route becamt general, and the river behind them presenting 
their retreat, the far greateft part of them wc^yeither killed 
or drowned h . The queen Amalbciga was conveyed to a 
place of fafety by her brother Thecdad ; and Hermanfroi 
having with difficulty made his efcapc, fled from place to 
place in difguife. In conference of this defeat, the capital 
• 

f Gella Regum Frarvcorum, cap. f 21. £ Greg. Tur. 

lib. lii. cap. vi. h Gclta Regum Francorum, cap. xxii. 


4 


wai’ 



C.' 4 « The Hiftory of S* ranee, 15 

•Was taken, and the \ountry in general deftrqyed without 
mercy. Soon after tn^yidtory, Tbicri invited his brother 
to a private conference -, but Clotaire , as he entered the hall, 
perceiving mens feet behind a pi^ce of tapeftrf, fufpefted, 
not without reafon, a defign to murder him ; find flopping 
a little, made a fignal for nis attendants to advance, which 
they did in good time. Tbicri cardfed him extremely, rre- 
fented him with a large filver bafon, and propofed to^iim 
many things for their common benefit, to which he liftefted 
with great complaisance, but retired from the audience with 
a full refolution never to min a hazard of the like kind 
again \ Tbicri , at the clofehf the campaign, declared, that 
having avenged his breach^SFfaith, Hcrmanfroi might meet 
him with fafety at Tolbifc, in order to treat of peace. Thi- 
ther accordingly heqame, was kindly received, and the king 
walking with him up^n the ramparts, advanced a little be- 
fore him^ when ^-pci fon placed behind, for that purpofe, 
threw him over into the ditch, where he Was fmothered. 

Thus his fpacions territories became feudatory to Thieri k . 

Chh.debf.rt, king of Paris, while his brothers were Childe- 
thus employed, was embarked in another war, of the caufe b erc 
and event of which having given a full account in the laft <vades the 
chapter, we fhall be as brief as poflible here. His After dominions 
Clotilda had efpoufed Amalaric, king of the Vijigotbs in of the Vi- 
Spain, and being a zealous Catholic, and he an obftinate figoths, in 
Arian , they were quickly upon fuch bad terms as induced *be quar- 
Childebcrt to take up arms for her deliverance. In his march r y °f 
towards Septinumin, or that diftrift of Gaul flill in the pof-jJ^ 
feffion of the Goths, a falfe report reached his ear, of his 
brother Thieri’s being defeated, and killed in Thuringia , 
which tempted him to make a fhort turn into Auvergne y a 
country belonging to his brother ; and the capital being be- 
trayed into his hands, he took poHefftojj£>f it, and had juft 
received the oaths of the inlyibitan^s *when he Was inform- 
ed of the truth, and that, inftead of being defeated *nd dead, 

Tbicri Was alive aud vi&orious : he quitted his new dbn- 
queftf' therefore, with filence and fhamc ; ancf, to efface the 
glfir^T o£Ctj recurred to his firft expedition, in which he 
Was as profperous as lie could defiie; for having routed 
Amalaric in battle, and made himfelf mafter of Narbonne , 
the king of the Vijigotbs being (lain by a confpiracy of his 
own fubjefts, his lifter was refl:ored to him, but died in her 

• 

1 Gr.ec. Tnr. lib. iii. cap. 7. k Procopii Caefarienfis 
de Gothico Bello.. 1 CrREc.Tur. lib. iii. cap. 9. Procopii 
^sefarienfis de pdthico Bello, lib. i. cap. 13. 
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way to Paris, whither Childebcrt returned in triumph, his 
army loaded with plunder, amongfV^hich was a great quan- 
tity of rici^ church plate, that, by his command, was dilltri- 
buted to the cathedrals in ills dominions ; by which he gained 
the love of t?e clergy, and the el.eetn of the prelates m . His 
brothefc /7 otaire congratulated him on the fuccefs of his en* 
ter^ri^e, and the two brothers entered into a clofe alliance, 
bqng equally afraid of Tbieri , jo whom notwithftanding 
they propofed a reconciliation, provided he would affift them 
in a war againft the Burgundians , which # they had now more 
than ever at heart. As this dj 4 not fuithis fchemeof policy, 
he refufed to comply with thjfM* demand ; upon which, to 
fecurc themfelves from any wlittlJsbance, they excited a {edi- 
tion amongft his troops by their \trigucs, and fomented a 
rebellion againtt him in Auvergne li»to which country he 
was thereby conftrained to fend therower of his forces un- 
der the command of his fon 77^5^/;^.vJHaving^thus pro- 
vided fufficient employment for him, they continued with all 
poflible diligence their preparations againft Godcmar , who, 
while they were embarked in other expeditions, had gra- 
dually recovered his whole country, and was, at this inftant, 
aflembling all his forces to defend it n . 

The war The two brothers, ChilJebert and Clot air c, entered the 
of Bur- country of their enemies with a fuperior army, and laid fiege 
gundy, of to Autun ; of which, after a gallantMefence, they made 
Au ' themfelves matters, and proceeded next to reduce Vienne : 
^andThe w ^* lc ^ f° un ^ a work of greater difficulty, but which 
revolt and notwlt hftanding they accomplifiied at laft ; and being deter- 
tnurder of minec l t0 ^ ec P what had coft them fo dear, they put an end 
Manderic. to the campaign, by taking winter quarters in the country 
A.D. 532. adjacent °. Tbieri , in the meantime, finding the war of 
Auvergne would prove a dangerous and troublefome bufi- 
nefs, went thither i^.perfon, as believing that his own tem- 
per and experience wouk) fnit better with an employment of 
fu^h a nature, than the youth, and perhaps the gentlenefs and 
- generofity, of his fon’s difpolition. At firft, he wijh 
great roughnefs and fc verity, which, on a fudden, Tinder 
pretence of a dream, or vifion, he rejaxed, affthfry 
of mercy to his fubjeifts in defpair, brought them to a fub- 
miffion, mto which they would noi have been fo eafily for- 
ced P. Yet when he thought this arduous affair in a manner 

• 

m la 1 dor. Hifpal? GREG.Tur. M. Aurelii Cassiodori 
variajum. ft Greg, Tur. lib. iii v cap. xi. 0 M. Au- 
relii Cassiodori variarum, lib. ii. GREGyTur. 1-b.iii. c* xi. 1 
* Hadriani Valesii gefta Franc. GREorTur. 1. iii. c. xii* 
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over, as having made his entry into Auvergne, where he 
contented himfelf wi^i punifhing the family of the fenator 
Arcadius, who had becrayed^t to Childctyert, he found his 
work was to be begun again. A^great lord of that country, 
whofe name was Mundcrk , pretending that ^ie \\ n s 
royal family of Clovis, noj only took up arms,* but attained 
likewife the title of kirJg, and quickly drew together an 
army, compofed chiefly if thofe who had been ruim^Lby 
the licentioufnefs of the Ring’s troops 9 . Thicri attempted 
firlt to get him into his power by negotiation, but that fill- 
ed him, for his character was too well known ; he blocked 
him up in Vitri, which was jhen a ftrong place. Thegar- 
rifon being nmneious, ancL^e^opofed of men abfolutely de- 
fferatc, the defence Wdf obfXiate, as might be expelled ; 

Upon this, the kingfenfa domCrtic of his, a man of great 
cunning, whofe name Argcjile , to prartife once more 
upon Mundcrk ; amjtrnc having firft reprefen ted his danger 
in very &ong tc<us, and afterwards {wearing at the high 
altar that he fnould have a free pardon, prevailed on him 
to render the place l . As they came out together, with a 
few of Mundcrk' s attendants, lome of Thicri' s foldiers half- 
armed gathered about them ; upon which Argr/ik ci led out 
in an angry tone, “ Who do 3 011 flare at? did you never 
tc fee Mundcrk before ? ” At which fignal they attacked 
him. Mundcrk, who had a fhort fpear in his hand, turning 
on his guide, “ Perjured traitor, faid he, T know I ttiall die, 

“ but lead thou the way; ” and fo pinned him to the earth; 
but being furrounded, himfelf ami his fervants were quickly 
cut to pieces s . Thicri having reduced Auvergne a lecond 
time, left Theothbcrt with a competent number of forces to 
fettle the country, and returned himfelf to Metz, having in 
his mind ffill greater projects, and burning with a defire to 
expel 1 the Ojlrogoths and the Vifigoths mt of the provinces 
they-ftill pofltfled in Caul, eflecming, according to the ma- 
xim of his family, that they policed nothing whore they 
did not poflefs all. 0 

THE lf *4ueen-do wager CloiUdis, being at Paris with her Clotaire^ 
gr^naions, Cunt hair c , Theodobald, and Clcdoalde , the fons of by the ad- 
Ci ftffowv , and having p«^:d her l'on Childebert to do thefe vice of 
orphans juftice, he, feemitxf to acquiefcein her demand^ fent Childe- 

J '* bert, mur* 

* Aimoini Monachi inclyti Coenobii S. Germani libri quih-, 
que de geflis Francorum, <. ii. c. 8 ' r Greg. Turon. 1. iii. 
c. 13. 8 Hiftoire deli Maifon d’ Auvergne, par M. Baluze, 

:om.i. vers la Fin. Gn.Ec..Tur. iii. c. 1 1. 
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Its their for his brother Clotaire to regulate the method of putting 
them into poffeflion of their dominions. After this inter- 
view, x h e two brothers font to demnd the young princes, 
theirj ^ whom the grand mother ^feliv ered "without the leaft fufpi- 

* ^rion faying,. that ihe (houtcTTorffet the lofs of her fons, in 

^ ^ them *• Her furprizejwas great, at hearing they 

were plunder a guard ; but h«r apprehenfions were ftill 
morS^aeightened, when Arcadius, 1 the fenator of Auvergne , 
wbL betrayed that city to Cbildebejf, brought her from that 
prince a pair of fcifllirs and a (word, and bid her chufe 
which inftrument fhe pleafed. JConfufecf at fo horrid a mef- 
fiige, (he anfwejcd, “ I had /ther fee my children dead, 

“ than fliaved ; ” which befc^eported to the two kings, 
Clotaire immediately difpztcfiedi&codobald, who was abcy.it 
ten years old, with his dagger u . Gtonthairc, who was abort 
feven, embraced the knees of his utcI* Childebcrt , who was 
fo much moved thereat, as to intreat%jjbAz/>¥ to fpare him ; 
but the brutal prince cried outf " It w'S^by thy inftigation 
“ that I entered on this bloody feene, die thyfelf, or let me 
4< finifli what I have begun.” Cbildebert affrighted, ftepped 
out of his way, and he iriftantly difpatched the child. But 
during this Jhort difpute, the attendants of Cbildebert con- 
veyed away Clodoalde ; at which the furious Clotaire was fo 
provoked, that he caufed all the tutors and domeftics who at- 
tended die children to be deftroyed w . As to Clodoalde s he be- 
came a monk, and for his innocent life t>eing reputed a faint, 
left his name to the village of St. Cloud near Paris x . It might 
be imagined, that Thieri, who had no hand in thefc murders, 
would have revenged them, but having his fhare of their do- 
minions, he was reconciled to his brethren, and entered into 
an alliance with Clotaire for driving the O/lrogoths out of Caul; 
in order to (hare the countries they held between them y . 
While In order to execute this great defign, Clotaire ordered his 
Thieri is fon Gunthier to nfafSS? with an army on the fide of Rodcz, 
ailing a - while Tjjeodcbert with lib father Tbieri’s forces, afted from 
gainfi the of Auvergne. But, as foon as the war was tjegun, Cun* 
tbier , without any apparel caufe, retired, androfe Tbeodo - 
Childe- ^ ert tocal *7 ^ on ashecouid *. This you ng prince, ^in 
bert and l ^ e prog 1 ^ °f h’ is expedition .JSw xvitlialad^f T“isefe 
Clotaire name was Deuteria, a married wiman, but who had beauty 
complete and wit, •though not youth to re<\ninaid her ; and of her 

* Greg.Tm. 1 . iii. c. \Fredecaru Scliolaftici 

Epitome & Chro'nicon. w GrV;. Turr.n. 1. iii. c. 18. 

* F^edf.garii Scholailici Epitome^ CHronicoiu . r Gr.& \ 
Tur. ubi fupra, * Ai/qx. Breviar. Ch\n. ■ ^ 1 
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he was fo enamoured that, after a campaign •fiot vtry ac- 
tive, he retired into Aivvejrgnc, and put ifis troops into win- 
ter quarters". His father conynitted f the civil ad* 

miniftration of this province, a£t«tfts reduction, to Sigiv alde • 
who believing the peoplejwere not like to obtain 
drefs at court, had opprefljed them in the moft gri|Kpus man* 
ner ; of which Thicri bei/g informed, caufed him toi bfcjpked 
andfent to court, where, 1 upon full proof, he was beheafed. 
But believing that his fo vSpivahle might, fome time 4r other, 
endeavour to revenge his father’s death, an order was dif* 
patched to Theodobert to fefee and execute him alfo. The 
prince, who had been this y<\ng man’s godfather, fent for 
him, and, having fhewed father’s orders, advifedhim 

tJ withdraw, and not toJfcntur^into his own country again, 
to long as the king llvw b . In the mean time, Childebcrt 
and Clot ai re finifhed wk red u ft ion of Burgundy , in which 
fome fay Godcmarwfn killed, and others affirm that he re- 
tired intS Spain, and from thence to Africa c . The ne- 
ceflity of employing their troops in this war, might be one 
reafon for recalling Gauthier ; but there was another ; Thicri 
king of Metz was fallen into a declining (late of health, and 
the two brothers had fuch intelligence in his dominions, 
that they had hopes of flipplanting their nephew, t6 which 
they thought his being emharraflcd in the war with the 0 - 
Jlrogoths might very probably contribute. But Theodobert 
being informed in time of their contrivances, returned fo 
fpeedily that he difappointed them, and, upon his father’s 
death, was proclaimed, and put into pofleflion of all his 
dominions cl . He was net a little chagrined at the ufage he 
met with, and the danger he had efcaped, but was prudent 
enough to diffemblc it. 

Childebert, who was naturally a timorous prince, 
fearing the refentment of his nephew, at the fame time 
hating his brother, refolved fo rec^tfcile himfelf to the for- 
mer, and to make him forget, it poffible, the atfemptjie 
had majjp to his prejudice; Thmdobert came rqtdily into all 
thi^Wd obtained afliare in jpe divifion of Burgundy, He 
a1ferjjjsd«cieptcd an inwfation to Paris , where he was 
Hffii kindly and magmfyently treated, and, at the fame 
time, Childebcrt declaretjpiim his heir- e . In Italy, Amald- 
zunta 9 the daughter of Theodoric , after the death of her 



Childe-\ 

bert finds 
it necejpt* 
ry to re* 
cotieih 
himfelf to 
Theodo- 
bert the 
fucceffor of 
Thieri. 
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^D.536. firft hulband* efpoufed Theodad her qpufin, who, through 
jealoufy and ingratitude, imprifoned and put her to death, 
which gave a colourable nee to the emperor JuJlinian 
to undertake the expulficXo£^.the OJlrogoths out of Italy f . 
r^^icilifate^his, he fet on foci: a negociation with the 
thiee monai'chs of the Franks, ill order to obtain their af- 
ii.'hmcjj, and, by a dexterous management of this negocia- 
tiol' they drew to themfelvcs imrrjbnfe treafures in fubfidies 
auu pre^nts ; but this did not hinqer their negotiating at the 
fame time privately with Theodyd \ whor offered them the 
provinces his nation Hill retainoft in Gaul. His condudl was 
io bad that his -people revolt/l and killed him, bellowing 
the crown upon IVitiges , wbnfS^nly title was being a brave 
man and an experienced ^fficer ^ but to fortify this, f ; e 
married the princefs Matazunta , ^Se daughter of the dt*- 
ceafcd queen, and by him the negoc^tion was perfeited, in 
conftqucncc of which Provence was /o Mivered up to the 
Franks g. Childcbcrt had Arles for his fliafe; Maf fellies fell 
to that of Clotaire . Theodobert , after the treaty was con- 
cluded, fet up a demand for himfelf. He pretended, that 
his family having fubdued the Allemans in Germany , derived 
from thence a title to the countries thofo people had con- 
quered and poffeffed on the frontiers of Gaul , and, upon 
this pretence, the Rbetian Alps , or the country of the 
Grifons , was yielded to him h . At the very time this 
agreement was concluded and executed, JuJlinian depend- 
ing on his promifes, had adopted him, as a mark of his 
affeflion and efteem *. We may have leave to treat this 
double-dealing as bafe and fcandalous, fmee thefe and even 
hardier epithets are bellowed by a French hillorian, who 
with great fpirit and impartiality has given a juft repre- 
fentation of thefe reigns k ; which remark it was ncceffary 
to make, in ordeg|o prevent any fufpicion of our having 
mifreprefented them. y \ 

Tlieodo. To yulh this matter* -o tlie utmoft, Tbeodobert , by af- 
bert’i ir- fording new hopes to Jufhdan , obtained a concqdion from 
ruption him of theVame provinces *hat had been yielded' 'bv the 
ja/g I taly- OJlrogoths ; fo that now all c^yns of the e©n£ rnrs to 'stay 
part of Gaul being extinfl, it \X ’/‘umverfally conScterCfras 
the patrimony of the Franks K yelizarius having managed 

f Procopi. Csefarienfis de GothicV Bello, 1 . ii. * Ma- 
rius Aventic. in ^hron. h Aga\h:;e Scholallici de Im- 
peratoris Julliniani rebus, libri v, 1 Procopu 

Cse&rienfis de Gothico Bello, 1 . li. * \Li Ga dre, toxn.« : f 
* Adon. Breviar. Chron. 
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the war in Italy very fugcefsfully, and Wrought the power A.Djf$ 9 . 
of the Goths, notwithftaiu1iitgv,.H^courlge an^ conduft of JT 
IVitigcs , to the very laft gafp,. &w with "amazement Thecdo - J 
ta/*£ pafs the Alps with aft army of one hund^d thor/u^£ 
men, with which he tiWrfcd Italy 9 ruining arrVvjdundery 
ing the country wherevcrf he came. He had before 
corps of forne thoufand Burgundians, as auxiliaries jfhe 
Goths ; and though they cld them little fervicc, yet trey flat- 
tered themfelves that he come in perfon, with this po- 
tent army, to refcue them from deftruftion ; while, on the 
other hand, Belizarius grounding his expectations on the 
late treaty, flattered himfer/'tlat the Franks would aft as 
auxiliaries to the empire r. TB^dobert difappointed both ; 

He attacked and cut tofoicces the Goths , who received him 
as friends, and immediately after defeated a part of the im- 
perial forces. It i^tHmcult to conceive what his defign was, 
except loading hi£'army witfi plunder ; with which view he 
made himfelf matter of Genoa , ranfacked it, and then find- 
ing his forces much diminifhed by ficknefs he quitted Italy f 
leaving one of his generals, with a fufficient body of forces, 
to fecure the pafles n . Belizarius having (hut up IVitigcs 
in the city of Ravenna , and held him there clofely befieged, 
the monarchs of the Franks fent him the ftrongeft aflurances 
of relief, and Theodob^rt made preparations for entering Italy 
again, with a great army, for that purpofe. But IVitigcs 
prevented this, by furrendering the city and his perfon to 
Belizarius , who fent him to Conjlantinople, where, with the 
title of Patrician, he fpent the remainder of his days in 
quiet °. This (hews, however, that he had conceived a juft 
diffidence of the Franks , and would not truft them in any 
treaty. 

As they had no longer any foreign wvt*«to employ them, Childc- 
the Franks, unable to remain, quiet retell out among them- bert and 
felves ; Clot air e, as fome writers foy, was the aggrenor, IjyTheodo- 
making ajj irruption into the tetffitories of Chilfabcrt with ^ ert a & a * n 
a fmaU^ody of forces. His lather, being fupported by ma ^ eewar * 
r^santhed againft^fim with fuch diligence that?* 
furprized him, at' iW entrance of the foreft of Brc- 
tone, on the banks of the^river Seine . He cut down the ciotairc. 
trees on every fide, in oVufcr to embarrafs his enemies, and 
to form a kind of harfy fortification about his camp p. 

Childebert and Tbeodoberf , much fuperior to him in numbers. 


j/" PRocorlt C^ES.&e Gothico Bello, 
^ ^wooBARjdrl. ii. c. 11. 0 Pro 
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difpofed alUthinfcs for attacking him By break of day, when 
there arofe fo violent a ftorm of .tfeipder, lightning and rain, 
that CbildJi<rt , who was-ftsfi) rally mild, regarding it as a 


flfeHfr it clearjy appears, that mfny of the Franks remained 
ta ! tr ia time Pagans, and that /-many more had a kind of 
mixed religion, profefling the fafih of Chriftians, and yet 
praffifing many Pagan ceremphies and fuperftitions : the 
body of the Sajique Law wa&Wo reviewed, reformed, and 
augmented. jE 

(pjjilde. To give an evident teftu^on^of the fincerity of their re- 
vert and conciliation, and, at the /me tinV. to find fame emplAv- 
Clotaire ment for a nation unable to rem.#? ]png at reft, the tw'a 
make an brothers Childebert and Clotairc deS^rmined to attack the 
irruption y.figoths, as being defirous to, have tl kzfiyrenees as well as , 
into Spain t j le f or t jj e boundaries of their dominions *. While 
JJ* ** u they were employed in this expedition, Theodobert direfted 

beaten by his attention to the affairs of lta ty- Childebert and Clotaire 
the Vifi- penetrated as far as SaragoJTa almoft without refiftance, and • 
eotht. their army having enriched themfclves with the pillage of 
4J. thofe opulent countries, they determined to return : moft 
of the French writers fpeak of this retreat as perform- 
ed with great courage and conduit ; b'ut the Spanijb writers 
aflert, with much more appearance of truth, that the two 
brothers did not retire till their forces were totally defeated 
by the Gothic general Tudifcles, and that few or none of 
them had found their way home, if avarice, which is the 


growth of all climes and all nations, had not induced an 
eminent officer among the Goths to leave open one of the 
paflages of the Pyrenees a day and a night, in confidera- 
tion of an imnAltfvreward, notwithftanding which the 
year of* their army waNntt tet pieces *. It is howevpr faid, 
that the Franks had, in nmig meafure, their revenge, in de- 
feating, with confiderable Slaughter, a Sfani/b Wny that 
had been tranfported \nio\nguedac by fea; burSj^Hjg 
point has been elfewhere explart^jfcere isTi ifflULd eJu^- 
taining the reader any longer uY>n it here, more efpecialiy 
as bqth parties feemed now to be leaft weary of the war, 
jf not inclined to peace * ; .and' l^he affairs of Italy drew 
#nce more their moft feridus attention, upon the qld prin- 


*.Grec. Turon. 1. iii. c. a8. FrEDBVAEti Sriolaltici 
tome (t Chronicon. * G*ec. Turon. \ » Isaioa, Hifpal 1 
W CJtrqi}. * Festus Avibnus, 
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ciple of fifliing in troubled waters, and aggrandizing them- 
felves at the expence of ^others. A maxijT which rendered 
them equally formidable and dotefl&ble t« their ^eigHsours, 
who have not failed to fet rmt the il] uflge they /iet with , 
from them in peace, as well as war, in the 
lours. / y. i * 

Theodobert beganjwith negotiating again wfth, tfJeThcodo. 
emperor JuJlinian , from! whom he p rocured the nraii jf.u - ^ ert ^ 
thentic renunciations of fhc /ights of the empire %4 tliofe c ? mes an 
provinces and places, whi in the depth of their diftrefs, 
the OJlrogoths had been for Ad to yield, and which he had ^ 
alfo ceded, though not with Yi exprefs demiffion of the fo- J u ftini a n t 
vyreignty ; and thus the ^ain\ on one fide, and the poflef - and dies i* 
ijrow on the other being fclinqu.^ied, the Franks became th e the midft 
gal jnaftys of thqfe Maritime parts of Caul , which th eofbhm- 
power of Theodoric bff ( d protected againft the ambition of l* tar y p r * m 
* Clovis . But Thcftyfert’s views went farther ; he negotiated t* r *t*m* 
likewife with Tottila, who had in fome meafure refiored the 
affairs of the Goths in Italy , and was willing to try what 
could be had from him u . But this brave and generous 
prince, though he fought the fricndfhip of the Franks , 
fought it in an honourable and noble way, and demanded 
the daughter of Theodobert in marriage, which that monarch 
rejected with an air of contempt ; for as the OJlrogoths pro- 
pofed to expeil the 'Impcrialifts, and to preferve by arms the 
countries which by arms had been acquired ; and as, on the 
other hand, the Impcrialijls propofed the extirpation of the 
OJlrogoths y that the emperors might enter again into the 
exercifc of their authority in Italy ; fo Theodobert aimed at 
the deftruftionof both, that he might fubllitute the empire 
of the Franks in Italy 9 as his anceftors had done in Gaul w . 

His lieutenant Bucelin proceeded to the execution of this de- A.D.548. 
fign, by extending his conqueft throng* the country of Zi- 
guria, along the fca-coaft, while theodobert projetted a di- 
verfion by an irruption into tteE dominions of ^fujlin'wn t 
that mVjiit have brought his f lees, and thofe# of his allies, 
neighbourhood of tfnftajitinopie x . Princes of his 
^-r^RSFfeldbm nn^nces ; from being the friend and 
ally, he was become the s /hortal enemy, of Jufiinian; intereft 
dictated the meafure, ( 4 vhich was to be covered by a pre- 
tended zeal for glory. / *The emperor, elated by the vifto- 
ries whith his generals had Obtained, aflumed, 'after the 
indent Roman manr :r, a variety of furhames, and amonglt 

“ GrecJ Tar. 1. lii. w Procopix Cxf. de Gothico Bello, 
on. Bjeviar. Chrcin. 
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then infer t4& Ffyncicus, as if he haS been the conqueror 
of rhe Franks . \heodobert , wherwanted fuch an opportu- 
\ nity^^edtit eagerly, -ranbnftrated in high terms at Con - 
;md attempted To^ffieciate in an alliance all the 
^?ibrkL©rn rWions, that had been outraged by the fame un- 
V^fonaiWtf|Overflowing of imperial vanity But, in the 
inV&fof thefe vaft defigns, whilh Theodobert might have 
fotich\t very difficult to execute, he was removed by 
death, '?b the great grief of thep Franks* 1 and to the no 
fmall joy of their neighbours *all of whom dreaded his 
great abilities, t \vhich were hefted by no other motives 
than ambition and intereft. 

Ws fin Thfodebalde, or Thib/Ut,'\e only fon of THjcodobcr?, 
Theode- though a youth in the foimeenth\ear of his age, and 
balde/«C' the legitimacy of whofe birth ther?ttught have beef; for/j i 
feeds, and objection, fucceeded to his father’s dotonions without trou-« 
dies after ble or difpute, which was, in* a grearfosafnre, .owing to 
a Jhart the wife precautions which his father had taken, and the " 
rct & n , firm attachment to his family fhewn by the generals who 
without comman( j e( i the troops, and who, if they had afted upon 
™ us% other principles, might have created a great deal of confu- 
fion The emperor Juftinian fent a fplendid embaffy to 
his court, in hopes of engaging thofe who had the direction 
of this young king’s affairs, to enter into his views, inftead 
of purfuing thofe of his father. The miniffers of Theodc - 
balde a&ed, however, as if their old mafter had been alive, 
and had dilated to them the rules of their behaviour. 


reign 

without 


They treated the imperial ambaffadors with all poffible re- 
fpc£t, gave them, in the name of the young king, a very 
favourable anfwer, and fent an ambaflador alfo to Conjtan- 
tinopie, fraught with pacific inftriuffions, from whence, as 
in times paft, they drew great advantages ; for the Greek 
pmperor never ne^&^ted with the Franks without fup- 
poi ring the propofiuon^he ifiade with confiderable pre- 
fer, b . But when thought himfelf fure of this 

martial and tfnterpriiing naffon, he found himfelf de- 
ceived than ever ; for Bucelin^A Leutharis , at the hea frx^V 
prodigious numbers of Franks, anJpTWll?/*;^ 

that they afted on their own lieadSl and without receiving 
any orders* from their court, put \ out of the emperor’s 

v Agathi^e Scholaftici deTmperatofcs Juftiniani rebus, 1. i. 

? Greg. Tuion. 1: iii. c. 34 . Aga\hijr Scholaftici do 
Jmperatoris Juftiniani rebus, 1. i. P^rcopii Cftef. de Go«> 

5 hico Bello, 1. iv. & ^gathia Schal. de Lunperatoris 

ufLinkni rebus, 1. \ . 
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power to know what might be expetted fpm tJiem, or how 
to deal with them c . His'general Narfes Jflelivered him Jjfom 
thefe difficulties by the courage and con|u<ft hi* (hj' Ifo, in 
the management of a warr^hich had put a per :o jJt£. , 
fovereignty of the Oftrogoihs, and gave a chco^jft 
petuofity of the French, ;who fuffered likewife tyv^nifur^ 


5 ^ 


power, provided they w*uld acknowlege him for their 
king, and which ended in \hc deftru&ior) of both d . In A.D.555 
the mean time, ThcodebaHri after a (hort and inaftive 
nign, breathed his lafl ?£ Con.^icgne, when, according to 

H ile of fucceffion ^mich ti*^n prevailed, his dominions 
b have been dmd^cf between his two great uncles (D), 
tier principality.' and even feignories among the Franks 
ufually were. • 

But 


c Marius Aventic. in Chron. d Greg. Turon. lib. iv. 
cap. 9. 

(D) Tbeodo'vaMtiSy as the old not put the reader in mind of 
hiltorian calls him, or Tbeodo- his infirmity. It may be, how- 
bald , as he is commoiely called, ever, that this was not the cafe, 
or Tbibaut , for it is the fame and that the king might adt on 
name, fucceeded his father, another motive ; for though his 
though he was paralytic, which body was crazy, yet his mind 
thofe who maintain the crown feemed to have been tolerably 
to have been, in thefe times, found, from the following (lory 
flridtly hereditary, infill upon told of him, by Gregory of 
as a very flrong proof (1). Im~ Tours, who fays, at the fame 
mediately after the death of his time, that it excited a general 
father, there happened a fedi- diflike **Whim amongll his 
tion, in which Partbianus , who, couriers, ought to have been 
was looked upon to have been atJr^d in a parenthesis. The 
the devifjf of fome oppreflive ring was talking one dayj he 
taxes.^-i Theodoberf s time, was jvells us, of miniftJrs who abu- 
0 to death ; for which th fed their trull, and plundered 
tnuch blamed' 1.*: r ~ *X- the people, and exprelTed him- 
dern hillorian, as aweak^nd felf to this purpofe. There was 
pufillanimous prince (2),# But a man who had force excellent 
if we confider, that he wlts^un- wine, which he kept in a veffel 
der fourteen, he may tprhaps $hat had a narrow neck, and a 
$and excufed, tho’ wr mould large body, which being left 

! , , ?P en * 

(1) Mdr, t ,'\eneie. Chron. Greg . Turon . lib . iii. cap* 36, Memoir t pour etablir 
tue le Royiarf: dt France a fie J^cceffif •her edit air e dam id premiere Race, par Mm ' 
fcf Fopcemr'Jie* ■ Va) Louis it Gendre > tom, i. f. 127, 
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Vlotaire But king of Soijfons, wfco, of all the fons of 

J^°rJs in Cltbis, inherited licit of his father’s fpirit, having a puifTant 
AuHrafia. ari\'' on foot, welt in per foil “to Metz, and by a mixture of 



m, affected the charaftj of a pious prince, and 
; attention, at this time, lecupied chiefly by eccle- 
alffcaiv^fEiirs. He was, howcvqf far from being void of 
ambition ; and though he couli not infmediately devife a 
method of redrefling or revenging it, he was fufficiently 
fenfible of the fnjullice that Jrid been done him f . fie re- 
folvcd not to let flip any oi'pSfcuinity of this kind, and.it 
was not long before fuchiin opportunity offered; for 
aggrandizing his power, tne feciuA and thefafetygf CJ*- 
taire's monarchy were far from beiigurendered more lLibk^ 
But whether the troubles he met witamroceeded irnmedi-*' 
ately from the turbulence and mutability or part of his new 
fubje&s, qr whether they were not, in part at leaft, ex- 


e Freobcarii Scholaftyci Epitome & Chronic. 
Turon. lib. iv. cap. x. 
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•pen, a ferpent got in v and 
drank fo plentifully, that (he 
was unable to get out again. 
The owner of tne wine came, 
and feeing the ferpent wreath- 
ing and twilling about, there is 
but one way filthy creature, 
faid he, to flip through this 
narrow paflage, and that is to 
difgorge (3). He efpoufed 
JValdrvdq* whom Gf^ory calls 
V aldotraday the young&- Slaugh- 
ter of W$con f king of the 
bmti, by whom he had no" 
fue. Some by, that he 
qiieathed the kingdom by wilf 
to his great uncle Clotaire ; but 
jf he had a power of doing 
this, what became <*f the right 
of fucceiuon I for that, as the 
Creek hiilorian plainly fays, w 
in his great.uncles jointly (4] 

( 3 ) %Ortg. Turon. lib, iv. tap. ix. 
per a frit Juft ini ani rebut , lib . ii. (0p, 

lifc iv, cap. 9. Qefi. fyg. Frapc, 


It is much more probable, that 
Clotaire Secured the fucceflion 
by his intrigues, in which it is 
very likely he was ftrenuoufly 
afiifted by the queen-dowager, 
whom he married. A wife 
more or lei's, in fuch cafes, 
thefe kings of the race of Clo- 
vis did not Hand upon; how- 
ever the bifhops, either of their 
own accord, or becaufe the king 
was willing to be rid of her, 
# interpofed ; and fo (he was di- 
vorced : but that her fervices 
might not go wholly V; reward- 
ed, (he was, a third time, : -*£* 
riywedJ^ marrAg^-af*^ 
balm cluke of Bavaria (5), that 
is g^ernor of the Bavarians* 
ana **>t prince of that country, 
as wqnow underftand it. 


^ 4 ) Ifaathia Schlaftici df ~ 
Aden, fibrm Greg* ? 
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cited by fome a&s off fcvcrky or oppreffioj^of bis own, does 4 
not dearly appear B ; |he Jiiftomns of t/efe times dwelling 
.often on trivial, and omitting entirely dreumftynces im- 
portance. ' y /■* 

The Saxons , who were tributaries to ^ 

and Theobald*, threw off' the yoke, and prevL.Sd An 
Thuringtans to take the fame ftep. He marcfJed 
them with an- army oApofed of veteran weU-drapJ'/ied ^ „ n j 
troops, and by their alliance gained a completeff/fftory ; 
upon which the Rebels fubmitted, on the beft terms they troubles* 
could obtain h . He did no^long enjoy this fatisfaftion; for through 
he had fcarce withdrawn forces out of that country the contri - 
before they revolted again, f.^ was extremely provoked ‘at mance of 
'.his, and, having rcift/orced troops, marched againft Childe- 
a fecond timet giving out, that he intended nothing ^ ej t* 
rlefs than to extirpate thofe whom duty could not reftrain, 
or clemency reco* Jr ; but he did this only with a view to 
(horten the war, and to prevent an effufion of blood, by 
bringing them to a fpeedy fubmiffion. The Saxons, asifA.D.556, 
they had known his intention, fent to intreat his pardon, 
offered immenfe contributions, and to be content with what- 
ever terms he thought fit to impofe, which the king was 
very well inclined to accept ; but his army would hear of 
nothing but (laughter : they had figured to themfelves the 
total definition of a country, by which they were to be 
loaded with plunder ; and they could not bear to fee the 
king’s coffers filled with what they had defiined to enrich 
themfelves. Clotaire was forced to comply with their hu- 
mour, and to attack the Saxons in their retrenchments, 
who made fo defperate a refiftance, as not only obliged the 
Franks to retire, but took from them all inclination of at- 
tacking them again *. Clotaire being left at liberty to purfue 
his own fentiments, granted them fivsu* terms as this change 
of circumftances required. 1 Tlj>, was a great, bjit not his 
foie misfortune. He had five / ms ; and the eldeft of r^efe, 
whof$ttitune was Chramncs, had fent to command in Au • 

„.rgne : he was a youngs* ince who did not want parts ; 

me vivacity of. Vrofftriper, and his inordinate love of 
pleafure, made even th ;good qualities he pofleffed turn to 
the prejudice of his her and himfelf. Clotaire had af- 
figned him a very ikgj and fober perfpn for his affiftant and 
prime minifter, but the virtue^ which recommended him to 

t Ado B reviar. Chron. Gefta Regum Francorum, c >xxviii. 
h Frede ' >ar 1 1 Epitome Sf Gyonicon.? * Adqn. Bre- 
fiar C> t on. ^ , 
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the father, nend\ed him di (agreeable the fon ; he difre- 

garled him thereil>rc, and bellowed his confidence on a man 
of Vjjg, owi^charayer, which had fo untoward an influence 
h'^yioiis as obliged his fifther to recall him k . Chram - 
edience to indifcretion; and, having married 
** he r of a powerful noblAnan, took up arms againft 

per.' Chihiehert , plea fed with this occafion, promifed 
hi glance, and, by his intrigues, engaged the Saxons to 
rebel the third time, which obliged Clotaire to turn his 
views and his forces on that fid / but, h # owever, he fent a 
confiderable bodv of forces, co ma tided by two of his fons, 
to reduce their brother l . Tf managed the war like young 
men, and, upon a falfe rumour olft^heir father’s death, fpread 
out of policy by their brother, reared. This changed th^ 
face of affairs in refpett to ChramiiK • end his uncle, 
vour his intereft, made an irruption Vito Champagne \ but 
they very fuddcnly changed again by uftbkhcrt ' s fa’ling fide 
at Paris , on his return from that expedition ; of which 
licknefs he quickly died m (E) ; and, as he was little be- 
loved, was but little regretted. 

Clotaire, 

k Gefta Regum Francorum. 1 About. Brcviar. Chron . 
* Greg. Turon. lib. iv. Marius Aventic. in Chron. 


(E) Childehert was in all 
refpeCts a prince very unequal, 
and in all probability it is ow- 
ing to this, that we find fuch 
different characters of him, in 
ancient and modem hiftories. 
The truth is, he did not de- 
ferve a good, and, at the fame 
time, it would be unj^fc;o give 
him a bad character (6)T*>. In 
point of rftorals he was mot' 

5 U&J 1_ ^ _ _ f tf\* 


at Aria, and two at Paris , un- 
der his aufpices, are yet ftrong- 
er proofs of this ; but that 
which feems to be the flrong- 
eft of all is, his obliging pope 
Pelagias , of whofe principles 
he had fome fufpicion, to fend 
him his confeflion of faith ; of 
which the French hiilorians 
hoaft as a point of great con- 
fequence (8). But with all 


irreffiroachable than any of hik thefe good he had a gVlt ma- 
brethren; for h # e was a lover of Vy ill qualities ; he was>^ ; 
order and juftice, and govern- fickle, and*le< 

cd his people mildly ( 7 ). He 
was, according to the mode of 
the times, cextremely pious $ 
that is, he built hofpitals, con- 
vents, and churches. Four 
councils hqld at Orleans , one 


..... 'the murder of his*" 
nephlys, the fons of Clodomir, - 
thougg^ie afterwards relented ; 
he enJpuraged his nephew 
Chramn\ to take up arms a- 
gainft his father, and yet it 
does , 


(6) Gregor, Turon, lih, iv. cap, 2r>. Msrius in Chronicis , Mcxeray Cendre , 

/.i r i ■ p.i.i .. ^ .v. J . ^ * * 


T, Darnel, 

Gfryiit'** 




(7) Fredttgani Scbolajtict Epitome Cbrlntcon l ^iartut in 
(Sj Furtunat, lib, ii, earn, ii, j 
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Clotaire, by th* death of his broth^, tmited all the Clotaire j 
dominions of Clovis in his own polfeflion ,/ and his fon Jbe- becanes, 
inghimfelf unable to relift Tlis power, hfed recourfern / his fvlpkfh- 
clemency. llis father forgave him, and fdvifcd’hL j X btyi arc J*f 
have fo, for the future, as* that he might forget >f; tt * , 

paft; the admonition was, feafonable and falufcbv, b\f in- f s 
effettual. The king would not fuddenly truftyiiim^wU^ 
power, and to him a private life was infupportable A. fa family, 
began therefore to intrigue afrefh ; and having eng^jped the and dies 
count of Bretagne^ to emf race his intereft, he broke out/oon after* 
into a fecond rebellion. Clotaire marched againft him with- 
out lofs of time. The count* his proteftor advifed him toA.D.560. 
withdraw from the army, io . the fecurity of his perfon, 
while he gave the king buttle ; ijbut the prince, though de- 
*' fe&ive in other refpe£hd wanted’ not courage, and therefore, 

..jeEWhg this advice, appeared at the head of the troops, 
yimd lhewed an intmpidity which had been laudable in a 
better dhife °. It is faid, that, before the armies engaged, 

Clotaire put up his prayers to the Supreme Being, that he 
would aflift him as he did David againft Abfalom ; the dis- 
pute was fhort and bloody ; the Bretons were beaten, and 
their count killed. Upon which Chramnes determined to 
make his efcape, but perceiving that the quarter, where his 
wife and family were, had been furroiinded by his father’s 
forces, he attempted to refeue them, and in that attempt 
was taken p . In this condition, they were all thruft into 
a thatched cottage near the field ; of which the king 
was no fooner informed, than he ordered it to be fet on fire 
on all fides ; fo that all within perifhed in the flames, tho* 
fome fay, that Chramnes was firft ftrangled The king, at 
his return from this expedition, made great offerings at the 

Greg. Turon. 1 . iv. c. 20. Venantii Fortu- 

n ati Epifcopi Pi&avienfis Ep:ft. 1 . vvca'rm.i. p Gelt a 

Regum Francorum. i Fredeg. lipit. Cnron. 

c iu 

does nr. appear he attempted ‘ Clotaire , being ftrft imprifoned 
“make him his fuccefTor 11 * and then banilhed (i). This 
hvWevth, migHbe Ait is the firft inftance that occurs 
‘of his power (9). He ha«?but of the fetting alide daughters ; 
one confort, Ultrogotte , a^2i by but whether it wa? done by 
her he had two dau^.rers, cuftom, by virtue of any law, 

Chrotberge and ChrotifmJe, who or by downright force, is very 
were all very ill treated by far from tyeing clear. 

- (9I Greg, \4ur0n. lib, iv. eapt 2c. Eredegarii Scbolaflici Epitome &'€hron. 

Manuk in Cbmsit, (1) dreg, Turin, lib, iv. cap, 20, 


fhria© 
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fhrine of St. 'I ilxrtin of Tours , and performed many other 
aftt of devoVion,\according to the mode of thofe times ? 
he Loadc alfo fonts political regulations for the benefit of 
Hs J&.'v5h,' and the fecurity ^of his pofterity ; but while 
employed, he was feized with a fever, while 
tlmn^/ig imjiifie neighbourhood of, Compiegne , which carried 
Vim y trtf grave in a few days \ He is faid to have cried 
oiA, tfhen very near his end, ho\y puiflant is the King of 
helveVf who thus at his pi eafu re removes the greateft kings 
upon Girth 9 . He had en joyed /the regal dignity fifty* one 
years, and was without doubr one of the moft fortunate 
monarch s that hitherto had/occupicd the throne of the 


The domi- 
nions of 
Clotaire 
are divide 
td by lot 
amongjl 
his four 
fons» 


Franks ; in whom many gretfr qualities were confpicuous, 
which might have renderedpiis nSlne immortal, if they hail 
not been obfeured by man^odious^fees l . 7 * 

The empire of the Franks, upoiiVhe demife of Cl8fau\ 
defeended to his four fons, Caribert, Giqtram, Sigebcrt ana 
Chilperic. It does not appear, that any*aivifion ^ds made 
by him ; but very foon after his deceafe Chilperic , the moft 
reftlefs and enterprifing of his fons, went with a ftrong 
party of his friends to Braime in Champagne, a country 
palace of his- father’s, where he knew his treasures remain- 
ed, and having feized upon thefe, and diftributed a part to 
the nobility and people, in the dominions of his uncle Chil- 
debert , he was by them conducted in triumph to Paris, 
and there feated on the throne u . This was in itfelf a bold 


meafure, and condufted with fpirit, but in the end it proved 
altogether vain. The other three princes, affifted by the 
prelates and nobility, quickly aflembled fuch a force as com- 
pelled Chilperic and his faftion to abandon their enterprize, 
and to put things in the fame ftate in which they were at 
the king’s death w . After this, according to cuftom, which 
A.D.562. feems to be the folg law among the Franks , the diftribution 
was made by lot ; b^vyhich means Garibert, who was the 
eldeft, had the kingdomSof Parity Gontrarriy the fecond, 
ha & Orleans y Sigebert hacr Metz, or the kingdom of Au- 
ftrajia, and 'Chilperic, the y^inger, was forced to cte^on- 
tent with Soiffons x . Provefc ^ and_ AquitMn*^' 7 *rp^nfir~ 
comprehended in this divifion, DIJMS&m to have been poi 1 - 
felled by all of them in common/hnd, which mull appear 

* Adon. Breviar. Chron. t • CJefta Regum Francorum. 
% f Greg. Turon. 1. yr. c. 21. u Greg. Turon. 1 . i*. 

c. 22. w Gefta Regum Francorum, c. xxi r. Adonis 

Archiop. Viennenfis Breviarium Chrofticorum ab ongine Mundi 
fld fua ufqueTempora. * Greg. Turon. 1 , iv. 22. 

ftrange> 
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ftrange, the empire of the Franks , thoujVthus divided, 
continued for fome ye^rs in peace, that is Within itfelf; for 
the news of Clotaire' s de#th._,and the diftirbance raifed jby 
Chilperict no fooner reached the barbarods nations, ^ thc.y 
frontiers of the Germanic France, than tncy beua^/for ' 
vaft expectations of bettering their own condititf^by taking 
advantage of this divifion and diforder y . * 1 

Tf:e author of this invafion is commonly ^ftilofl 1 ,ie Sigcbert 
Cagan, or more properly,* the Khan of the Abares^i b'ir- defeats the 
barous nation, fair! to be 'die remains of the Huns] j who, Huns,tfwf 
having ferved with credit u the impeual armies, had lands Cl f tcrm 
affigned them, on the banks of th z Danube, by the emp Qm ^ Lar ^ s ^ s 
ror JuJlinian z . Thefe people were not only remarkably Jh[]pg r j c 
brave, and hardy to the h’lt degree, bur, at the fame time, ^hoin' * 
fo hideous in their perfewis, that their very appearance (truck waded his 
AronpP? who beheld theriP with terror : in flature they ex- dominions* 
^hrife e ded the common ' ace of men, their limbs half-naked, 

' **and of an unufmi^fize, their hair long and platted with 
cords, their faces fqualid, and their voice hoarfe and dif- 
agreeable. They fell firfl: into the country of Thurin- 
gia ; the inhabitants of which being always averfc to the 
yoke of the Franks , received them favourably, and very A.D 563. 
readily joined them a. Sigebert, a gallant young prince, 
then about twenty-fix years of age, knowing that his future 
peace muft depend upon the condu& and fuccefs of this ex- 
pedition, laboured all he could to raife a numerous army, 
and to ieflen the apprehenfions they were under from the 
reports fpread of their terrible enemies. He fucceeded ire 
this ; and, inftead of waiting for thefe bold invaders, he 
marched to attack them in Thuringia , took his meafures 
with the coolnefs and lkill of a great captain, and expofed 
himfelf, at the beginning of the aftion, like a private man, 
that his example might encourage his troops, and prevent 
all danger of a panic b . The Huns f w£z beat by fuperio- 
rity of difeipline, in fpite of the\ ferocity and ^rength. 

Sigebert profecuted his victory ! j the utmoft, purfuing ;he 
Huns t : /i he forced them to > Jfs the Elbe w/th precipita- 
nt];; a-, yet accepted the firft $r opofition made by their king 
■&rr c^iiuuding a pewo*.?. r He was induced to this by the 
news that his brother Cfi. Iperic had invaded his dominions, 
and taken Rheims , and. 1 ome other places in the neighbour- 


y Adonis Breviar. Chron. 'Greg. Turon. 1 . iv. c. 23. 
* Priscus Rhetor. a Venantii 3 Fortunati Epif* 

copi fodtavipnlis Epiftolae,-, 1 -. vi. c. 3. b Greg. Tjiroiw 

1 . ivt c. 23/ f A do is. Breviar. Chron. 


hood y 
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hood ; and,\^erefore, as foon as his treaty with the Huns 
was concludedAh e repaired the Rhbit, and with his vifto- 
rilus army inverted SoiJfons y ibe capital of Chilpcric'% doml- 
niolMK of t which he became mafter, and of the perfon of 
|kis ci di. fon Tneodobert ; lie-defeated, likewife, Chilperic 
i^Jfattle, and not only recovered all the places he 
^hadwakei; but defpoiled him, likewife, of the beft part of 
AkS aomimons. The two eldeft brothers interpofed upon 
tlys y^and Sigcbcrty under their 1 mediation, not only con- 
clude^ to peace, but abandoned Ms conquefts, and fet Thco - 
dobert at liberty, whom he load/i with Prefen ts, but exact- 
ed from him ai^oath, that he would never bear arms againft 
him more d ; and thus the empire of the Franks was again 
reftored to quiet. * 

He mar- This Sigebert was in<.K>nteftal$Jy the mod prudent as 
ries Bru- well as the bravcft of the fons of *Clot t iire ; and, theo^fe:/ 
nehaut, perceiving how much all his brethren had funk themfelv\ 
to Atha* 111 °P m * on °f fubjefts, as welY'-ss with foreign na- 
naeilde* tions > t ^ ieir ^ ntem P erance > and, more efpecially, by their 
and fuc - mean anL ^ unequal marriages, he determined to avoid that 
tecds with blemifh, and to give a good example to thofe from whom 
his bre - he fhould have received it. With this view, by the advice of 
thren to his council, he fent Cog on mayor of the palace (. Maire du 
Caribert, Palais) which, at this time, implied prime minifler, but 
king of?*- came afterwards to fignify both that and general iflimo, to 
ris * procure for him Brunechilde f or more cbmmonly Brunchaut 9 
daughter to Athanagilde , king of the Vifigoths. This prin- 
cefs was eafily obtained ; and Gogon brought her into France 
with a magnificent equipage and immenfe treafure tf . Her 
birth, her beauty, and her behaviour, which was perfeftly 
affable and modeft, and her fpeedy converfion from the 
Arian herefy to the Catholic faith, rendered her the delight 
of her fubjefls, and raifed the chara&er of Sigebert ex- 
treamly. Soon aftfet died Caribert , king of Paris f (F). 

His 

d Greg. fTuron. 1 . iv. V*. 23. Adon. Brevia^.* Chron. 
e Vena nt 1 1 Aventic. Epifcop^^idavienfis Ep.ft. 1. vffy**^. 
Fredegarii Scholailici Epitome^ Chrpaicony* c 
donis Breviar. Chron. 

1 u 

(F) Chdribert » or Caribert , notv, uh (landing the diffolute 
king of Parity was the ableft life he led, which did not hin- 
monarch of his time, as ap- der his being highly compli- 
pears by his preserving his au- mented by (ome prelates (2), 
fchority, and reigning in peace, though, for the honour of re- 
ligion. 


(2} FoTtunot, lib* vl# 
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His dominions were*divided amongft his W?thren, but iq 
fo ftrange a manner, that we fhould run the* Ward of de* 
ceiving ourfelves and title reader if we fhould attempt to ex- 
plain it ; only this is certain, that they agreed t hat the citj/ 
of Paris ftiould be given to none of them, but to* po/Te*ecA 
in common, arwi they required three of the gre^Jeft prelates* 
in their dominions to curfe, in the molt foleipn m:fnne;j{ 
whichever of thefe kings fhould, at any time, prelum ¥ to 
enter it without the confent of the other two g. 

s GREc.Turon. > 1 . iv. c. 40. Gefta Regum Franc. J.'xxxi. 

ligion, there were others who and married ]^er likewife. On 
would not proiiitute their con- which Germanus excommuni- 
fciences, but took' an honed catedhim; but it does not ap* 
liberty of remonftrating, in the pear the king was ever reclaim- 
ftrongeft terms, againft Ky. on- ed (6). He was a very learn* 
r^iriitian and unprinc£ly vices ed afid polite prince, fpoke 
(5). His firlt wife ^as Inga- Latin elegantly, kept his trea- 
berge, who furvived him nine* ties punctually, caufed juft ice 
teen years, and by whom he to be ftriCtly adminiftered 
had Edilberge , or Berta % by the throughout his dominions, and 
Saxons ftiled Emma , who efpouf- was highly rcfpe&ed by his 
ed Etbelhert, king of Kent , and neighbours. Befides his four 
was very inftrumenral in con- wives, he muft have had con- 
verting him to chriftianity (4). cqbines, for he left behind him 
Queen hgoberge had two fer- two natural daughters, Berto - 
vants, the daughters of a wool- ftede and Crodielle , who became 
comber, with whom the king nuns (7). His widow Tbeude- 
fell in love, and married firlt ebilde, who by his bounty' had 
the younger of the two, whofc amafled imjnenfe treasures , 
name was Mirrjleur ; and tho’ wrote to his brother Gontran , 
fhe was exquilitely handfome, that all fhc had was at his fer- 
this did not hinder his taking a vice, provided that with her 
third wife , Lbeudechilde , the wealth he took her perfon. 
daughter of a fhepherd, who Qontran encouraged her to come 
brought him a fon, which, to him ; but, inftead of marry - 
however, quickly died (5). ing ty*', feized a part of her 
Germanics, bilhop of Paris , ex- riches, and put heriqfo acon- 
poftulated with him very fharp- v^nt ; from which (he enJ«?a- 
ly for t. v J 7 e fcandalous actions, voured to make her efcape, in 
js n . J . aiore efpecially for his re- order to fly into Sfain ; but 
udiati..^"iiis 'lawf^quee', was prevented by the vigilance 
%aribert , however, lo Fttle of the abbefs, and compelled 
regarded the good prelate’s ad- to fpend the remainder of her 
monitions, that he took the days jna cloifter, much againft 
wool-comber’s elder daughter lf t er 
Marcouefc out of a convent, 

(3) Gregor, (for on. lih.iv, cap. 16, (4) Cbronicon Saxcnieam , p.% 5, 

(5) Tredegar ii Scbolaflici Epitoifik Cbrotiieon, (6) (/«/. Turon. r ib. if. 

Cap, 26. (7) Gefta Regum Fran corum, Tredegar ii SctrolajUci Bpitomf Qp 

Cbronicon. (S j Qreg. Turon, lib. iv, cap, 26. 

Moo.Hist. Vpl.^XIU, ' D CuaPJRIfl, 
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Chilperic Chilpf.riS, king of Soiffotis, jealous of his brother in all 
efpoufes refpefts, law with regret the greaw reputation he had ac- 
Galfwin- \uired, and 1 therefore refolved to alter, at leaft in appear- 
Id’nw * nce ’ ^‘ ls c V rn ‘' collr ^ e of and to efpoufe the elder After 
«/ Brume* w h° was re P ute< ^ little inferior to her in 
hant™W^* lt * > an( i» hi all other refpefts, at leaft, her equal. As 
after- fool as £e had taken this refolution, he fent to demand that 
Lards princefs from her father, but the negotiation proved harder 
murders than he cxpeded h (G). It was however at length ac- 
ber. * compliftied; 

h Greg. Turon. lib. i. cap. 68. 

(G) In this note we are to tainecj fuch an afcendancy over 
give the character of frede- Chilperic as might induce him 
gonde, which is extremely ne- to make her the partner of hi 
celTary to the right underltand- throne, aj well as of his bed, iA 
ing of this part of the hiftory, it was empty, contrived to put 
as flie made a far greater fi- this in his power. In order to 
gure in her time than any of which, when one of the queen’s 
the monarchs of the Franks . daughters was to be baptized. 
She was the daughter of a pea- {he prevailed on a lady, who 
fant, in that part of France now was to be the godmother, to 
called Picatdy , and, in all pro- make the ceremony wait, and 
babiliry, her education corref- then taking advantage of the 
ponded with her defeent ; fo queen’s impatience, propofed, 
that Ihe muft have Hood equal- as there was no body prefent 
ly indebted to nature for her worthy of the honour, that (he 
capacity as well as beauty; and, (hould herfelf hold the child, as 
which very rarely happens, they the king himfelf was fponfor, 
were illuftrious in the fame de- which (he inadvertently did. 
gree. Chilperic took her for Fredegonde , when (he next faw 
his concubine when they were Chilperic , told him, that he had 
both very young ; and though now no queen, for, according 
he was extremely enamoured of to the difeipline of that age, a 
her, yet he mariied Ana*vera % Jcind of fpiritual, or rather cc- 
wat likewife a finifhed clefiallical kindred, was con- 
beauty, but was far from ha\ ,- traded between thofe who an- 
ing the parts of Fredegonde 9 who, fwered for a child ai riiefont, 
in compliance with the king’s \yhich rendered a marriago*be- 
will, and to ferve her own pur- tween /hjm unlawful?' Upqn 
poles, made no fcruple of wait- this flight and filly pretence tlicr 
ing of herj or of taking all the queen was difmiffed the court, 
nuthods pcflible ro gain her fa- and fent to a convent (t), to 
vonr and confidence, which thrvt the great fatisfadion of Chilpe - 
innocent and unfufpediug prin- ric as well as Fredegonde \ but 
Cch caiily beftowed (9). Fn ?- they aded upon different mo- 
Aeguidt believing (he had ob- tives°: the king wa$ llruck with 
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complUhed ; and, befdlre the arrival of the princtfs Galfwin - 
tha, he difmifled from qpurt .his miftrefs Fredegonde , and 
took fome other fteps of the fame nature, whicii were ex- 
tremely acceptable to his fubjetts, to whom, in many re- 
fpefts, he was become highly obnoxious. The queen, who 
brought with her immenfe treafures from Spain, and who 
made it her whole fiudy to pleafe the king, made herfeF, 
for a time, entirely acceptable ; but, by degrees, Chilpertc 
fuffered Fredegonde^ to appear at court, and was fufpefted 
to have renewed hi! intercourfe with her, which gave the 
queen fuch diftalte, that (he intreated Chilperjp' s leave to re- 
turn into her own country, offering to leave behind her all 
(he had brought from thence *. The king rejected this pro- 
pofal, becaufe he thought it would render him odious ; but, 
m 

9 1 Adonis Breviar. Chron. 

9 the marriage of his brother Si- his queen (2). She had cer- 
gcbert to a princefs of Spain , tainly great talents, as the bit- 
and refolved to follow his ex- tereft of her enemies allow, but, 
ample. For the prefent, there- in fpite of all the apologies that 
fore, the politics of Fredegonde have been made for her, (he 
were not only unfuccefsful, but had certainly many of the 
produced an event direttly op- blacked vices. She was covet- 
pofite to her wilhes; but (he ous, cruel, envious, vindictive, 
diffembled her chagrin, ,and be- and lewd, but (he knew how 
gan to weave her devices a- to conceal all thefe deteftable 
new. She was a woman, who qualities under the veil of date 
with infinite addrefs and in- policy, and even of religion, 
trigue could appear the molt 'There was one vice (he could 
(imple and fincere in her beha- not hide ; and this taught the 
viour : by an affected tender- court and the world to pry into 
nefs, and a conftant complai- all the red, and perhaps to 
fance, (he retained the affec- publilh more wicked things of 
fions of Chilpertc , who was the her than true. This pre- 
mod mutable man in the world. dominant vice was pride, a 
At the fame time ihe held him thing infeparable front mqan 
by her arts, die governed him birth, when elevated not tty 
by her capacity : his ambition merit, but by fortune. It may 
infpired him with projedts , be corrected by eood fenfe, it 
whijch he "wantdB abilities to will be extinguished by reli- 
cl&cute ; Fredegonde pointed out gion ; but where thefe are not 
the means, and tanght him how united, it will .foonet, or later 
to conduit them. She was his break out ; and haugjitincfs in 
midrefs, his confident, and his fu£}i petfons is ever infupport- 
minider ; and the was content able, as^h/eing without any 
to be thefe, jjhat (he might be foundation. 

(?.} Cvj. Turert, lib, iv. cep, 28. 
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at the fame Vane, he framed and executed a defign, which 
covered him with indelible ignomigy. He cajoled the poor 
queen in filch a manner as to diflipate her fufpicions, and 
when they f^emed to live in the utmofl harmony, fhe was 
found dead'in her bed k . He appeared inconfolable upon 
this, whi^li he would have had taken for a fudden death ; 
whereas it was known that the queen was ftrangled, and, 
upon his publickly efpoufing Frcdegonde foon after, it was 
A.D 567. f u fp e fted he did the murder with his ovwi hands. Brune - 
haut not only ftirred up her hufband Sigebert ' to revenge 
the murder, but demanded jufticc alfo of Gontran king of 
Orleans , or, as he was now Ailed, of Burgundy ; and the 
confederate kings, in a very Ihort fpace, conquered a great 
part of Chilperic' s dominions, wheq, of a fudden, they made 
peace, Chlfperlc confenting that hrunfhaut ihould enjoy the 
places which, upon the marriage, he had bellowed upon 
the deceafed queen her filler ; and thefe were Bourdeaux , 
Limoges , Gabors, Bigorre, and the town of Bearn, now 
called Lefctir 

Tie Huns This war was fcarce finifhed before the Huns made a 
invade the new irruption into the dominions of the king of Auflrafia, 
dominions who immediately marched with an army to oppofe them ; 
fij the but he was not lo fuccefsful as at the beginning of his 
Pranks on re jg n> The anc i en t hiftorians fay, that by magical arts the 
tJnd^tbe ^ ran ^ s wcrc terrific J, that they abandoned their monarch; 
Lorn- but * lt appear, in the fequel, that Sigebert ought rather 
bards cn t0 be efteemed a magician than they, who, feeing that his 
tie other, troops would not aft, called to his afliftance thofe engines 
of withcraft that affeft alike the barbarous and the polite ; 
that is, he dillributed prefents fo plentifully, and, in a con- 
ference he had with a king of the Abarcs, touched his humour 
fo happily, and made him fo thoroughly fenftble of his libe- 
rality, that they SVore a perpetual friendlhip m . In their re- 
treat, 0 the Huns found themfelves embarrafied in a woody 
gJuntry, without provifions, where they might have been 
ealily and- totally cut off. Thither Sigebert direfted his 
inarch with vail herds of live cattle, and all kinds of nccef- 
f.iries ; and took care that they fhouM b& plentifully fup- 
plied till they arrived in their own territories : an aftion, 
of whith the Huns had fo ftrong a fenfe, that they never 
dillurbed his dominions after \ While he was thus em- 
ployed, th z Lombards, wfco had lately got poffciSon of Italy , 

J k Gella Regum Francorum, c. Adon. Ireviar. Chron. 
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made an irruption inflb Burgundy , where they f did a great 
deal of mifehief, till they 7 were defeated by Mummol, who 
commanded king G outran ' s ‘forces. The Loijfbards had 
carried into Italy a body of twenty thou laud Saxons, with 
their wives and children, who they promifed Should lhare 
their fortune ; but, when this exceeded their own expecta- 
tion, they became fo enamoured of their new qpnqueft as 
abfolutely to refufc any fcttlement to the Saxons , ‘who threw 
themfelves into the country of Burgundy , where they were 
defeated by the fame general with great lofs °. The next 
year, they entered the dune country a little before harveft, 
and traverfed it in as fhort a time as they weTe able, in hopes 
of gaining their own, nud proceeding from thence into their 
old country, profeffing themfelves fubjefts to the king of 
Aujlrafia ; but this Mummol prevented, and obliged them 
tef make fatisfa&ion* in money and rich furniture, for the A.D. 569 . 
depredations they had committed. He then permitted them 
to returif home, where they found the Suevi in pofleflion, 
by whom they were in a great meafure cut off and de- 
ftroyed p . 

After the return of Sigebert to Metz, having fome pre- Gontran, 
tenfions on the city of Arles , he caufed it to be taken, in Sigebert 
fome meafure by furprize, from his brother Gontran, who Chil- 
quickly recovered it, and who foon after made a peace, and P en ^ often 
an alliance againft his brother Chilperic , who, during this ^ 
war, had made himfelf matter of fcveral places in Sigebert'* ™ 
territories q : for thefe he had paid very dear, if, about makepeace 
fome quarrel as to ecclefiaftical j\irifdi<ttions, Gontran had qt ,;//, ea(t £ 
not broke again with Sigebert, whofe forces being entii tly other, 
defeated by Clovis , the youngeft fon of Chilperic , he found 5^0, 
himfelf under a neceflity of bringing a numerous army of 
his German fnbje&s into the field, and, putting himfelf at 
their head, marched to repair this lofs,. JjJontran> terrified 
at their appearance, joined his forces to thofc of Chilperic , 
in order to cover the Seine , which they did very effett ualjjj r . 

Sigebert ojpened to himfelf a paflage, by acquainting Gontran , 574* 

that, if he perfifted in this meafure, he would make an ir- 
ruption into Burgundy ; upon which Gontran abandoning 
ghilpcricy he was in a Ihort time reduced fo low, that he 
was obliged to fend to his brother for peace; to which Si - 
gebert, as he had formerly done, readily confented. But 
his army, who were for the igott part Pag/-/, who had 
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already adjured both booty and flav&, and who had pro- 
mifcd themfelves the plunder of the.beft part of France, mu* 
tinied as foqp as they knew the peace was iigned Sigebert , 
Wl]0 had a ftrong corps of Franks , put them immediately 
under arms, Vode in perfon to the mutineers, feized fome of 
the chiefs, and caufed them to beftoned; on which* the reft 
fubmitted ^ and, receiving good words and prefents, return* 
ed again into their own country, to the great fatisfaftion of 
the Franks , who were fubjedts of the famej>rincc l . 

Sigebert /V The peace had not fubfifted a yeaf, when Chilperic, 
ajj'ajjinat* burning with impatience to renew the war, procured an in- 
ed before terview with his brother Gontran , in which he laboured to 
Tournay, p er f ua <j e him, that, as his own fituation was extremely pre- 
‘'Van es car * ous » an( * depended rather on the moderation of Sigebert , 
'the whole t ^ ian an / P ower ^ ie had to maintain hinjfelf ; fo the moment 
face of<f- himfelf or his pofterity fhould be fubdued, the dominions 
f airs. °f Gontran would be held by no better tenure. This alarm- 
ed him exceedingly, infomuch that he promifed Chilperic 
A.D 575. to fupport him with all his forces. The king of Soijfons , 
on this promife, made an irruption into Champagne , and 
laid all the country wade with fire and fword ; Sigebert 
was fo much provoked at this, that he recalled the forces 
he had difmifled, and difpatched, at the fame time, two of 
his generals, with a body of his beft troops, to meet prince 
Theodobert , fon to Chilperic , who, with a numerous army, 
was marching into the neighbourhood of Paris ti . In the 
courfe of his march, however, the beft part of his forces 
deferred him, and, in this diftrefs, he was attacked by Si- 
gebert's generals, who cut him, and a few lords who re- 
mained firm to him, in pieces. This news threw Chilperic 
into great confternation, more efpecially when he faw his 
fubjefts took no (hare in his diftrefs, but feemed rather 
pleafed with what .had happened, and no longer paid a 
ready obedience to his order. c But what increafed his per- 
pl^viity,*to a degree that was infupportable, was Gontran's 
a&iugas he did before, and making, as foon as the ill news 
came, a feparate peace To prevent worfe confequences, 
he retired with his forces to Tournay , $nd, kaving fortified 
the place in the beft manner he was able, determined to 
make his J aft efforts for its defence. Sigebert, with a po- 
tent and victorious army, entered Paris in triumph, and, 
after compelling the fubjefb of the kingdom of Soijfons to, 
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fwear allegiance to hyp, he continued his march to Tournay , 
which he inverted, notwithftanding the Warmed applications 
were made to him and 'Brunehaut, by prelates of the firft 
rank, in order to pacify their refentments, and difpofe them 
to offer Chilperic fome teVms of peace x . Ip this ftate. of 
things, Fredegonde prevailed dn two defperate villains to un- 
dertake the murder of Sigcbert, which they effetted with 
great eafe; for, going into his camp, and pretending that 
they had matters of great importance to communicate to 
him, the king g£ve them audience, and, while he liftened 
to a feigned tale tney told him, they buried both their dag- 
gers in his bowels y . Two lords, who ivere at fome di- 
rtance, advancing to feize the aflaffins, one was killed, and 
the other grievoully wounded ; but the guards, taking the 
alarm, came to their rel^gf, and, feeing what had happened, 
tut thofie execrable wretches to pieces on the fpot *. Thus 
fell the molt accompliftied prince of the Frajiks, when about 
forty yeurs of age, and in the fourteenth of his reign a . 

His army, thereupon, immediately raifed the fiege, and re- 
tired, as fart as poflible, into Aujlrajia. 

Chilperic, or rather Fredegonde , asfoon as this dread- Meroveui 
ful blow was ftruck, fent to Paris , in order to feize the the eldeft 
widow, the children, and the treafures of Sigibert . Gon-fi* °f 
debaude, one of the ableft generals of the deceafed king, Cjiilpeqe 
made his efcape out of that city, and carried with him pri- 
vately Childebert, the only fon of his mafter, then about five t 
years of age, whom he conveyed fafely to Metz, where the nMch oc- 
nobility proclaimed him king of Auftrafta . Brunehaut , with cafions 
her two daughters Ingurda and Clodofwinda, were confined, great con - 
and an immenfe mafs of treafure feized \ On the arrival /upon, 
of Chilperic at Paris , he ordered Brunehaut to remove to A.D.576, 
Rouen, where fhe had the city for her prifon, but he took 
from her both her daughters. Some time after, he fent his 
fon prince Mermens, with a confideraBTe body of forces, to 
Tours . His conduft was foch as furprized the Franks, and 
alarmed his father ; for, iortead of executing his ord£«, he 
went' tc? Rouen ; and the biftiop of that city, whofe name was 
Pretextatus^ was prevailed upon to folemni’ze a marriage 

f between him and ^Brunehaut, who was rtill a young woman, 
and moft amazingly handfome c , Chilperic , upon receiving this 
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news, By th* advice of his queen, mftrched thither imme* 

. diately, and the prince ana his confort, not being able to 
aflemble aryr force to oppofe* him* took fanftuary ; but, 
upon a folemh promife of fafety,.they quitted it, to throw 
themfelves a? the king’s feet. Chiiperic entertained them 
kindly, caufed them, for feveral days, to eat with him at 
his own table, then carried his fon with him to Soiffbns , 
and fent Brunehaut and her two daughters back to Metz, 
under pretence of complying With the demand which Chil - 
debert , by the advice of his council, ha J made, that his 
mother and fillers fhould be fet at liberty, though in truth 
he was afraid toVuffer her to remain in his dominions d . 

The nvfor* BfcUNEHAUT was no fooner returned into the kingdom 
innate 0 f Aujirafia , than file began to meditate revenge again!! 
frine Me- Chiiperic,’ in appearance, whom ftw (tiled, murderer of his 
Jr* a/ ** brother, and her hulband ; but, in reality, againft Fred}- 
ken* and S on£ ^ e » for thefe two ambitious princefies were irreconcileable 
murdered. cnem ^ s to eaeh other, and the whole nation of thb Franks 
A.D.577. were, for many years, the viftims of their paflions. It 19 
not eafy to conceive how the lords of Aujirafia , who were 
extremely jealous of Brunehaut , came to adopt this mca- 
fure; but it is certain they did *, and that Godin , one of their 
generals, at the head of a considerable army, marched di- 
reftly to Soijfcns, in hopes of furprifing Fredegonde ; but fhc 
having timely notice, made her efcape« Godin , however, 
caufed the city to be inverted, knowing that prince Merc - 
vet is was ftill there, and would not be difplenfcd if it fell 
into his hands e . Chiiperic marched with what troops he 
could aflemble to fave his capital, and, after engaging and 
beating the troops of Aujirafia, compelled them to rai'e the 
fiege. In order to profecute this viftory, he fent Didicr , 
one of his generals, with a great army, to invade the ene- 
my’s country : up&i which, Gontran, taking his nephew 
Under his prote&ion, fent his general Mutnmol to oppofe 
DidUr, ^hom he routed, and killed him twenty-live thou- 
sand men f . Chiiperic, who attributed all, his mjgfortunes 
to Mercveu$, caufed that unhappy prince to be feized, and 
fttaved, who, nptwithftanding, made hi£ ef«pe, and took 
ftielter in the church of Sr. Martin at Tours ; frbm whence,^ 
"with infiqjte difficulty, he found means to withdraw into 
tlie kingdom of Aujirafia, where Brunehaut would have 
protected him, if It had begp in her power; but thejea- 
loufyof the nobles rtrong, that he was obliged to 
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withdraw, and to hidt himfelf where he could *. Chilperic 
then turned his vengeance againft Pr&extatus , biihop of 
Rouen, whom he accufecf, in perfon, before an aflembly of 
bilhops, of treafon, and other enormous crimes ; but the 
prelate defended himfelf ia well, that his brethren coiild 
not be prevailed upon, by intreaties, promifes, or threaten- 
ings, to condemn him ; notwithstanding whicfc, Chilperic 
fent him into banilhmenc h . Meroveus was not long after 
betrayed, and made prifoner ; but, as they were conveying 
him to a fortrefs,\vhere he was to remain in confinement, 
a perfon, who was near him, ran him through the body ; 
of which he died upon the fpot. It was gi$en out, that he 
was flain by a fervant of his at his own earned requeft ; but 
this was generally looked upon as an artifice to cover Fre - 
dcgonde from the reproacW of having caufed her fon-inr-Iaw 
to # be aflaflinated. # 

t As two of the (fans of queen Audouera were now remov- The fa* 
ed out of* her way, Fredegonde looked upon the deftru&ion mous 
of Clovis as the Angle ftep wanting to transfer the fucceflion Gregory, 
to her own fons ; of whom (he had three k . But while (lie fd/h°P °f 
meditated the means of effecting this, a very ftrange event 
happened, which had almoft brought about her own. One iT 
Leudafle , who had been removed from the government Jeter to 
of Tours for oppreflion, framed, in conjunftion with Ri- f, r i„g a „ 
culphe , an ecclefiaftic, of that diocefe, an accufation againft bout a con- 
St. Gregory , then biihop, and the great hiftorian of this.#*>*c v - 
period, as if he fhould have thrown out a charge againft A. D. 5 79. 
the queen of committing adultery with the biihop of Bour- 
dealt x : they likewife added, that he had entered into 
intrigues for betraying the city to the king of Auftrafia . 

The king fufpedted the firft part of this information, and 
paid no credit to the latter *. He left it, notwithftanding, 
to be examined by an aflembly of biihop^ who,- upon Gre- 
gory's fwearing, in the moft folemn manner, that he never 
(aid any fuch thing, declared him innocent, heudqjle 
made Jais efcape in time;, but Riculphe, being in prifon, was 
put f® the torture, who confeffed, that the true defign was 
not againft the biihop, but againft the queen ; on a fuppo- 
fction that Chilperic would have believed the charge, and 
have either put her to death, orbanilhed llbr; and^ in that 
cafe, Leudajh intended to have aflaffinated him, with the 
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three youngs prinoes, and to have fet Clovis upon the throne; 
but it was not fo much as pretended, that he was at all privy 
to this conspiracy m . Chilperic h£d, about this time, a dis- 
pute with Faroe, count of Bretagne, who refufed to do him 
homage : he fent a body of troops againft him, which were 
defeated, and confented afterwards , to a treaty, which did 
him no gif at honour. This want pf fpirit, which was not 
very confident with his character, might, very probably, be 
awing to the untoward iituation of his affairs, which was 
fuch as might have perplexed a wifer pftnee. His brother 
and his nephew lived in drift" union, and both had no great 
reafon to be w&l pleafed with him ; his fubjefts had been fo 
harrafled with taxes, through his own avarice, and that of 
Fredegtmde , that they were miferably poor, and univerfally 
difeon tented. His fon Clovis abhorred Fredegonde, and made 
no fecret of his averfion. To increSfe his embaraffments, 
the feafons were, for a long time, fo unfavourable, that fa* 
mine and peftilence threatened at the fame time ".•The king * 
and queen were both attacked with the epidemic difeafe that 
then raged, and both efcaped; but their three fons Clodo- 
bert , Samfon , and Dagobert, were attacked by this dangerous 
difeafe, which daggered even the fortitude of Fredegonde , 
whom all hidorians allow to have been, in her temper, one 
of the firmed women that ever lived. She had not only re- 
courfe to proceffions, public prayers* and all the exterior 
modes of religion then in fafhion, but alfo prevailed upon 
the king to remit various taxes, and to throw the rolls of 
fome heavy impofitions into the fire : notwithdanding all 
' which, thefe children dipd, upon which the queen refumed 
her former fortitude 
Clovis the The fight of 'Clovis, who was now become bis father’s foie 
la ft of heir, was more uneafy to her than ever : the great court paid 
Chilpe- him by perfons ofcfllljanks excited her envy ; and the threats, 
lie's fons which, like a young man, Ije fometimes threw out, alarijn- 
ly queen ^ hei®fo much, that (he praftifed various methods to re- 
Audouera move him, an( j eve n went fo far as to fend him into the mod 
.infefted provinces, in hopes the prevailing malady might 
deredy and him. At length, her deiign be«ime fo apparent, 

wards bis t ^ iat f° me l ^°^ e obfequious wretches, who are the djf- 
ftotbtr. grace of courttff to make themfelves agreeable to her who 
A.D.5H. ruled all things, charged the prince with procuring the de- 
druftion of her children To give fome colour to this 
Itrange tale, they*rtSf med, that he was in lqve with a young 
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perfoa, whole motherVas a witch, and that therthree’ young 
princes were deftroyed by her incantations : upon which in- 
credible, as well as improbable ftory, the prints was con- 
fined, the voung woman treated in the moft Ihamefnl man- 
ner,, and the old one, after being rackedLinto* a confeffion, 
condemned p. Prince Clovis, being dmrely delivered up 
to her refentment, (he fent him to the caftle o t Noify, on 
the other fide the Marne , where he was found, a few days 
after, extended jg his apartment, with a woum^in his 
breaft, and a bloody dagger lying by him, to countenance 
a report, which was fpread, as if he had fallen by his own 
hand. But reflefting afterwards, that Chilperic might polfibly 
learn the truth, and, fufpefting his ownfaf ety, recall his queen 
Audoncra , who, though banifhed his court, was not entirely 
banilhed his heart, (J^e, compleat her defign, and to fix 
that abfolute dominion (he had fo long enjoyed, caufed her 
likewife to be removed out of the world q . Thus Chilperic was 
left alone in the hands of an ambitious and cruel woman, 
who, by degrees, had difpatched his whole family. 

The young king of Aujlrafia feemed to be born to un- Continual 
ufual good fortune ; though raifed to the throne while a dilutes a- 
child, though his mother was excluded from the govern- mongft the 
ment, and though, from the difputes incident to minority, f ^ ret 
his councils were in a great meafure dlftrafted ; yet, in- °f 
ftead of being in any’diftrefs or danger, he lived in fplendor^*^** - 
and fecurity r . His uncle Gent ran, king of Burgundy, be- “jf t9 
ing without children, confidered him as his heir, fent for them! and 
him to his court, (hewed him as his fucceflbr to his people, ruinous to 
and carefled him in fuch a manner, that Chilperic, and even their via- 
Fredegondc, were afraid to give him any diftnrbance, know- jejlies . 
ing that the dufiraftans and the Burgundians united would 
be an over-match for all the forces they could raife ; befides, 

Chilperic was again embarralTed with the «©unt of Bretagne 8 . 

By degrees thefeene changed .5 the bifhopof Rheims gained 
the afcendancy in the council at Metz , and he ha<f fucH* a 
fpleen at Izipus, duke of Champagne, as divided the whole 
kingdom into two fluxions, queen Brunehaut Tiding with the 
duke, who likewifaoftood well with the king of Burgundy . 

^This led the bifhop of Rheims to fuggeft to the regency of 
Aufirafia, that Chilperic Was the king’s uncle as well as 
Gontran ; that he had likewife no children ; and that, not- 
withftanding the profeifions of the farmer, he {till kept 

p Gefta Regum Francorjgun. q Greo. Tur. 1 . v. <^40. 
r Marius in Chron, Greo. Tuion. I. v. 1 Adonis 
C hronicon. 
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moiety of Marfeilles , which he had feized upon the death of 
Sigebert. He advifed, therefore, that Childebert fhould 
make a league with his uncle Chilperic, for the recovery of 
Marfeilles ; and, at the fame time, recover Poitiers, which 
that monarch had feized, becaufe it was convenient to him. 
Chilperic entered Readily into the league, but avoided the 
reftitution^ by faying, that Childebert would quickly inherit 
that and the" reft of his dominions c . This war might 
have been fatal to Contran , if Childebert could have afted 
with fame vigour as his uncle Chilperft did ; but this the 
faftions in his dominions prevented. However, Chilperic 
profecuted the Var with fuch fpirit and fuccefs, that G ou- 
tran was glad to make peace upon hard terms ; and the king 
of Soiffons took care that one article of the peace fhould be 
the reftitution of the moiety of Marfeilles to his nephew ". 
This policy gained him a great intereflVamongft the Aujba - 
fans, with whom he held a conftant correfpondence. 

The death Chilperic, of all the kings of the Franks , was - the rnoft 
of ChxU confidered in foreign nations, and had the greateft refpeft 
pcnc, W p a - 1( j hjjft . w hj c h induced him to pique himfelf upon his 
So ^ magnificence, and in which, it is alfo probable, he grati- 
tbe'droke F^egondc, whofe addrefs was fo great, that fhe kept a 
tf feme k' ir correfpondence with Childebert , or at leaft with thofe 
afjajjins. who had the direftion of his affairs ; infomuch that he ne- 
gotiated a new league with Chilperic ggainft Gontran, who 
had feized again the moiety of Marfeilles, which he had fo 
lately reftored. But this war was not over fortunate. Chil- 
debert did not perform what might be expefted from a good 
ally. Gontran gained fome advantage over the troops of the 
king of Soiffons, in the battle of Melun ; upon which a peace 
was concluded, and Childebert was again put into pofleffion 
A.D.583. °f h* s fhare of Marfeilles w . By this time the queen-dow- 
ager Brunehaut had regained the afcendancy in Childebert ’s 
cabinet, whom (hef engaged in a clofe alliance with his uncle, 
the king of Burgundy , with an intent to defpoil Chilperic of 
life belt part of his dominions. The king of Soiffons judged 
it belt to aft upon- the defenfive; and therefore he retired 
to Cambray with his treafures, and ordered all his generals 
to put their forces into theMnoft defenfible places, upon .a 
fuppofition that this formidable alliance would not fubfift 
long *. 9 In this turn of his affairs, he had the confolation 

'* 4 * Venantii atT Epifc. Piftavienfis Epift. lib. vii. 

c. 7, 8, 9. Greg. Tut. 1. vi. c. 14. u Frede^arii Schol. 
Epitome & Chronicon. w Gregi Tur. 1 . vi. c. 31. * Fre- 

vega it xi Schol. Epitome & Cliron. Aimon. 
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of feeing a (on born* and of marrying his daughter, the 
princcfs Rigunthe , to Reared, fon to the king of the Viji- 
goths But while he was occupied with thefe* and other 
cares, a fudden and fad end was put to his days, at a junc- 
ture when his affairs were in the moft critical fituation. 

For, being at the caftle of Chelbes , a country-houfe about 
four leagues from Paris , and taking there the diverfion 
of hunting, he returned one evening, fomewhat late, 
and as he was di{Jpounting from his horfe, and leaning his 
hand upon the fhofilder of one of his domeftics, hereceiv- 
ed two ftabs with a long knife, one under$ the armpit, and 5 
the other in the belly : of which wounds he died upon the 
fpot, and the afTaflins made their efcape ; neither is it clear 
by what intrigues he was brought to this ftrange end * (H). 

# # m Fredegondk 

y Adon. Chron. z Greg. Tur. 1 . vi. c. 46. Adonis 
Chron. *Geda Regum Francorum, c. xxxv. 


(H) In refpeft to the death 
of Cbilperic , the i'aufc of mo- 
dern hiftorians is to fpeak of 
the author of it with any kind 
of certainty, fince it is out of 
all doubt that, at the time it 
happened, either it«>vas not 
known, or thofe who knew it 
durd not publifh it. The pre- 
late of Tours gives us not the 
lead hint of his own opini- 
on (3). The author, neared 
in point of time to him, is very 
explicit ; he fays, that he was 
affaflinated by the command of 
Brumhaut , and affirms, that 
the name of him who did i( 
was Faucon (4). Yet this is not 
likely to be true, fince, if it had 
been fo, Ttedegonde mud have 
known it, and, as the reader 
.will fee in tfie lEftory, fhe 
Charged another perfon with it, 
which cod him his life. The 
truth is, this happened before 
Brunebaut began to praftife 
thofe wicked adtions, with 
which mod hidorians charge 

(3) G'ig, Tur tiff, vi. toputf, 
Frzu’n Francorum . r. ic. 


her. Another hidorian is as 
confident, that Fredegofide her- 
felf was the author of her huf- 
band's death (5). This mud 
appear very improbable from 
the circumdances in which fhe 
was left ; but this improbabi- 
lity is taken away by the dory 
he tells, provided that dory be 
not thought a greater impro- 
bability. It amounts to this : 
the king, before he went to the 
chace, came accidentally into 
the queen's apartment, and 
found herwafhingher face ; up- 
on which4»e touched her neck 
with the fwitch he had in his 
hand. The queen/ * without 
turning her head, cried, %h, 
Landry t is it you ! is the king 
gone ? The tone, in which this 
was fpoken, afFe&ed Cbilptric 
fo much, that, in turning out of 
the room, he muttered fome- 
what, which alarmed the queen 
$q fuch a degree, that fhe fent 
immSS^taly for her gallant, 
and represented their common 
Anger 

(4) Fredtg, Chron. c. 39. ( ) 
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Gontran FuBBEGOVDe found herfelf in afnoft diftrefled condi- 
king cf tion, deferted by raoft of thofe (he had raifed, and infulted 
Burgundy by thofe (he, had formerly treated ill ; her fon, who was then 
takes Fre- no more than four months old, .was then at Tour nay, by 
degonde Qfyeric’s appointment : thofe who were entrufted with his 
sadbtrfi* treafures carried them to Childebert at Metz 5 the better part 
1 protiJiiQn ^ °wnVhe had beftowed upon her daughter, and thefe 

danger in fo ftrong a light, as invention fubftituted; but thefe 
product the dabbing the king letters of ffs were fo little re* 
when he returned in the even- liihed, that, except what Cry- 
ing from hunting? The filence gory of Tours fuggefts, it is not 
of Gregory of Tours , who was at this day # very well known 
no friend to Fredegonde , is a what they were (8). He corn- 
great argument that nothing pofed, likewife, two or three 
of this fort was reported at that volumes* upon different run- 
time ; and he is fo abfolutely je&s ; and, amongft thefe roy- 
filent, that the very name of al labours, there were a great < 
Landry does not occur in his hi- many poems, which* we are 
dory. He deals, however, very allured, were very bad ; and, 
roundly with the chara&er of in all probability, they mud 
Cbilferie , whom he diles the have been fo, fmce they had 
Nero and the Herod of his time, the misfortune to be confidered 
alluding to his tyranny in point in that light, in an age when 
of government, and the cruel- very ^bad performances were 
ties he exercifed upon his own edeemed excellent (9}. The 
children (6). He refembled bifhop of* Poitiers, indeed, has 
that prince in other refpedls, a better opinion of them, and 
fince he was fetting himfelf up has bedowed fome commend a- 
for alegidator in fpiritual as tions upon this prince, which, 
well as civil affairs. He con- perhaps, would have had a 
ceived of himfelf fo highly, better effedl, if he had not 
that he thought of putting an been inclined to commend all 
end, by an edidl of his own princes (1). As to Cbilferie s 
penning, to the difputes be- fird queen, and his iffue by 
tween the Orthodwc and' the her, all that we need to fay of 
Arians 5 from which fcheme he ,them has been interwoven in 
waj^ittf0ifficultydiffuaded(7). the hiftory. With refpeft to 
He invented four letters, which the fccortdfiaffwrntia, we may 
he directed fhould be added to fay the fame thing, and as to 
the alphabet, and ordered, that the hidory q£ Fredegonde , be- 
where they would have occur. fides .whSt has been already 
red, in ancient books, the let- mentioned, we (hall be obliged* 
ters originally ufed fhould be to treat of her and her iffue in 
neatly erafed, and thefe of his another place (z). 

(6) Gregor, Turn, fibs 46. Gtfla Regum Francorueu. (7) Greg, 

Turon, Jib, v. cap, 44. (e ) Venanttt Foftunari t lib. jx. oPredeg, Cbrm * 
tom, ] m p. 27$, (9) Greg, Tut . lib , v. raf. 44, lib, vi. cap, 46. (x) Vt- 

***** Ub. 'nL. cap, 1, a, 3, (2) See Note (l), 
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were feized by Didier, Vho commanded the efcoije that was 
to attend her into Spain 5 and her daughter, after fome con- 
finement at Toulou/e 9 was Drought back in a contemptuous 
manner to Paris ; to which city (he herfelf repaired, with the 
few perfons of diftinftion who (till followed her fortune K 
The charafter of this princefs wa9 unfliaken fortitude; 
and (he difplayed it, in the higheft degree, upon /his occa- 
fion. She addrefled herfelf to Gontran, king of Burgundy , 
and, in the mod humble manner, intreated him to become 
the proteftor of an iflihappy widow, and of aqforphjrflTing, 
who was alfo his nephew. Gontran gave hy good words, 
and marched direftly to Paris with his army, and, upon 
mature deliberation, confented to what (he defired ; whe- 
ther on the motive of duty, compaffion, or policy, is very 
uncertain. On the otljer hAid, Childebert , king of Aiiftra • 
fia* either from his own difpofition, or through the perfua* 
•fion of hij mother Brunehaut , marched alfo to Paris ; but 
Gontran caufed the gates to be (hut againft him, and treated 
very cavalierly the ambafladors fent him by that prince *>. 
They demanded, in their mafier’s name, a (hare in the do* 
minions of Chilperic , and that Fredegonde (hould be deliver- 
ed up to be puniftied, for a multitude of crimes, which they 
laid to her charge. Gontran told them, that the domini- 
ons of Chilperic were to be inherited by his fon, and that he 
yielded no credit to tlte ftories they told him of his widow. 
He added, that, immediately on his brother’s death, he had 
promifcd to defend them, and that he meant to keep his 
word. The ambafladors replied, that they were glad to 
find him a prince of fuch punftuality ; and therefore hoped 
he would keep his treaties as well as his word. Gon - 

tran , exceedingly provoked at this behaviour, produced a 
treaty that Childebert had made with Chilperic to deprive 
him of his dominions, which had been pm into his hands 
by Fredegonde ; upbraiding thopn with their corruption and 
oppreflions, charging tfiem with betraying their raaftft-, aijd 
telling them* that whatever he had he would keep, even if 
it did of right belong to his nephew, as believing it to be 
fafer in his hand«h£n theirs. All things feemed now tend- 
40|r towards a rupture ; but the heats on both Tides were 
quickly qualified, by the breaking out of a fcheme which 
had been long in agitation, and which tended to noiefs than 
fetting up a new king c . ^ 

• 

* Grec. Ttir. 1. vii. c. ^ 5. Gefta Regum Francorum, ubi 
fupra. b Aimon. Adon, Chron. c Fredegarii SAo- 
tltici E^i to me & C^hroncori. Aimon, 
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This is # one of the darkeft tranfaGions that falls within 
the compafs of this period, and the moil difficult to explain; 
but, at tly fame time, it is one ol the moft curious and in- 
ftruftive. The minifters, in the feveral courts of the kings 
of the Franks , found themfelves lefs powerful, and lefs at 
their eafe, than they could wilh, and this chiefly through 
that bailee, which either the piety or the policy of 
: Contran had eftabliftied, and which Ghilperic , before his 
death, began to comprehend and admire. The confede- 
rates,^ '{here&fe, refolved to confer thfe'title of king upon 
Condebaut , wl^o was generally efteemed to be the foil of Clo- 
taire\ and they took their meafures with more prudence, and 
with a greater meafure of forefight, than has been common 
in fuch intrigues. Thefe confpirators were duke Didier and 
duke Mummol , with duke Bofon; who had been raifed by the 
favour .of king Childcbert, and, in his^urn, had been tru fled 
by and betrayed every one of the monarchs who then reign- 
ed over the Franks . This man had been fent by^he reft to 
Conjiantinople , to bring over this fon of Clot air e 9 whom he 
cheated with the promife of a crown; and to whom, either 
out of friend (hip, or to embroil the affairs of the Franks, 
the Greek emperor Tiberius freely gave an immenfe trea- 
sure d . Soon after the return of Bojrn, Condebaut followed 
him, as he had promifed, and landed at Marfeilles ; the bi- 
ihop of which city, whofe name was Theodor us, received 
him very refpeilfully, and furnilhed him with the carriages 
requifite for him and his train to proceed to Avignon, of 
which Mummol was governor. He was no fooner gone, than 
Bofon caufed the bifhop to be arrefted, and charged him with 
treafon, that he might feize the treafures of Condebaut , 
which he divided with the governor of Marfeilles ; but, at 
the fame time, hinted to the confpirators, under-hand, that 
he did this only jp fave appearances e . While he was in- 
triguing with all the courts^ without the leaft intention of 
being Vrue to any, he was, with all his family, feized by the, 
order of king Gontran f and conducted prifongr to Paris % 
There he accufed Mummol of being the author of the whole 
contrivance, and offered to betray him jnfcvjhe king's hands, 
leaving his fon an hoftage for the execution of his promif*. 
which, ^though he endeavoured with great addrefs, yet he 
was not able to perform. In the mean time Childcbcrt, by 
the advice of queen Brunehaut , and fome of his council, . 
in order to mortify king of Burgundy , drew Condebaut 

9 

* GiEc.Tur. l.vii. c. 10. ** Fredeoarii Scbolaftid 

Epitome &Chronjcon. Aeon. Chron, 


out 



C 4* ¥be Uifiory of France; 

out of the retreat whifh he had chofen, upon the lofsofhis 
treafures, and put him at the head of a numerous army, 
commanded under him by duke Mummol, who, at Briveda- 
Gaillarde , in the Limoujins, proclaimed him kin^, and, in 
quality of his brother, the true heir of Chityeric, in the 
realm of Soijfons ; and, by the afliftajice of Didier, put him 
in the pofleffion of a great part of the kingdom; by which 
his credit and his fpirits were fo raifed, that he feftt limbaflli- 
dors to Gontran , to demand reftitution of all the reft. Thefe 
the king of Burgmdy, without ceremony, f/ggd aidf?bels, 
put them to the torture, and drew from JFTem an entire 
difcovery of the whole intrigue ; a ftep bold aid well timed, 
by which his dignity was fecured f . * 

Upon thefe difcoveries, Gontran invited his nephew ChiU Gontran 
debert to come, and make him a vifit, alluring him, that he difabufet 
would, find in him, net only the affeftion of an uncle, but Childe- 
the tendernefs of a father, and the candour of d friend. ^ ert » ar *d 
•Many of dthe great lords of Aujlr&fia oppofed this journey e fS a g es 
with great warmth, alleging, that the king ought not to 
hazard himfelf, in the power of a monarch, with whom he p re jrjp 
flood already upon ill terms ; but Cbildebert , now in his fif- Gondc* 
teenth year, decided for himfelf, and went, with a fmall baut. 
retinue, to the court of his uncle. Gontran began, very 
roundly, with the performance of his promife ; fhewed him 
publickly to the people as his heir ; carried him to the re- 
view of his army ; put the javelin, that was in his owil 
hand, into his ; defired them to confider Cbildebert , for the 
future, not as his nephew, but as his fon ; and reftored to 
him freely all the places to which he had any claim &. He A.D.585. 
next acquainted him, that he was furrounded by traitors ; 
that fome of the principal perfons in his cabinet were in 
the interefts of Gondebaut ; and, particularly* advifed him 
to beware of the queen-dowager Brunehaut, and the biftiop 
of Rheims. The two kings were fpeediljT and finCerely re- 
conciled ; and this was no fooher known than Didied aban- 
doned the party of Gondebaut , and made his peace with tl?e 
lung of Bu/feufidy ; the Captains, and molt of the troops, 
that were fubje&s to the king of Auftrafia, took the 
lame method. ^oTfflit Gondebaut , with Mummol, and thofe 
*Wno ftill remained firm, made choice of the fortrefs of Com- 
minge, very ftrcrng by fituatiori, and well fortified fbr thofe 
fimes, in which they determined toftand a liege b . It was 

f Greg. Tur. lib.vii. cap. 14. * Fredecarii Scholaftici 

Epitome & Chronicon. . A^on. Chron. h Gefla Re^im 
Francorum. 

Mop. Hist. Voi. XXIII. pot 
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not long before, Leudegifle , who commanded the forces of 
Gontrati , arrived before the place, inverted it, and carried 
on the fiege with all the attivity aftd vigour that the art of 
war, as it tlien ftood, would allow ; but, however, with no 
great fuccefs^ for the befieged, being well fupplied with all 
things, and the foldiers looking upon their cafe to be defpe- 
rate, negle&ed nothing that might contribute to a good de- 
fence, and*ilie\ved fo much fkill and refolutfoti, that Leude- 
gifile began tikdoubt of the fuccefs of his undertaking. There 
were^&W£ty& thofe about him, who fjggefted, that other 
methods mighJLbe found, more fure ana more fpeedy than 
thofe he had hitherto praftifed. Having once taken the 
refolution of following their adviee, he left thfe manage- 
ment of thefe fchemes entirely to thofe who contrived 
them i , and who were grown expert in the management of 
fuch intricate contrivances, by an alirfoft perpetual praCtfce 
of fuch intrigues, without <rny reftrainf from principle or 
conference. • 

GonJ Boson was the principal author of thefe new meafnres, 
bsut is be- which con fifted in negotiating with Mummol, to feize the 
frayed by unfortunate Gondebaut, and to deliver him up. Mummol 
Mummol, knew how obnoxious he Was to his old maftcr Contrail , 
•who is of- an d W ould not, therefore, lillen to anything, till Lcudegi- 
file fwore, in the moft folemn» manner, that he would en- 
*death° h PW h’ ls mo ^ zea l°us endeavours to procure an indemnity 
the orders f° r ^ l° r d- When he was once brought over, he quickly 
of Gem feduced the other chiefs, men of abandoned characters, who 
trail. had embarked in this bnfinefs folely with a view to profit, 
and who were, therefore, ready to abandon it, when they 
perceived this was to be found on the other fide. As foon 
as they had made their own terms, they cut the matter very 
fhort with their mafter; they told him, that it was in vain 
to ftay, till the ^arrifon fhould be reduced to extremity ; 
that, therefore, it would be bilt to furrender in time ; and 
thaj Gisntran would not probably imbrue his hands in- the 
bftiod of his brother. Though much furprized at this ad- 
drefs, Gondebaut endeavoured*/ to make them fedSble of the 
weaknefs of this expedient ; to which thew replie 1, that ar- 
guments came too late, and that their mealures were taken. 
They ufed him very rudely, hurried him to the gates, ancP 
there delivered him to Ollon , count of Berry , and dnke'&o-' 
foa k . As they rode with him to the camp, the count, in 

1 Frem-carii Scholaftici Epitome & Chron. ^imoini Mo- 
nacal irclyti Crcnobii. S. Gerv^ni de geftis Francorum. 
k Greg. Tur, lib. vii. c. 38. 
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Crolfing a hollow wa f, jollied him from his hojfe. As foon 
as he recovered his feet, he endeavoured to make his efcape 
back to the city; but Iftfon threw a great Hone at his head, 
which beat him to the earth, and broke his fcull. Mummol 
and his confederates, having firlt fecured the treafures of this 
unfortunate phantom of royalty, next betrayed their army, 
by letting in the troops of Leudegifile in the night, who 
llaughtered the bell part of them, and plunder^ the place 1 . 

For thefe glorious exploits, Mummol and hi^flbeiates were 
exceedingly carefifcd, and fplendidly feafleZ^Aw?, ?n the 
mean time, Leudegiftle had fent to Goiitraimov inftruftions, 
and no fooner received his anfwer, “ Tha with men who 
“ kept no faith, no faith was to be kept, than he took 
the fhorteft method of rewarding them according to their 
defer ts. A mutiny was excited amongft Mummol* s own 
gfiards, who killed him after a defperate refinance ; almoft 
all the reft of thefe traitors were difpatched by the general’s 
commanfl : and thus an end was put to a revolt, that 
might have been attended with great danger, /ince both 
Brunchditt and Fredcgondc had their eyes upon Gondebaut ; 
the former for herfelf, and the latter for her daughter Ri- 
glint be ; fo that if Mummol had liftened to his remonftrances, 
it is not impoffible his affairs might have changed their af- 
pedt once again m . ,T " 

Gontran, whognow began to confider himfclf as the Gontran 
monarch of th’e Franks , and believed himfelf fecure on the refrains 
fide of his nephew Childebcrt, rcfolved to put the affairs of Frede- 
the kingdom of Soijfons into fome order; and, with thisgonde, 
view, appointed a council of regency to affift Fredegonde in an * * n ~ 
the adminiftration of affairs ; a circumftance of attention ^ res int0 
which ftie would willingly have fpared him n . He took ano- ^ m “ r ~ 
ther ftep, which, it is likely, was as unwelcome. He de- chilperic 
fired to know, if {he could give him qg light as to tht an j%f ter ’ 
death of her hufband, whichjhe was inclined to punifh, as t ht body of 
the moft effe&uai means of fecuring herfelf. Tht queen, Clovis 
not in thelgaft difconcerted, faid, that, at the time of n 
death, fh^nail fome fufpicions of his chamberlain Berulfe ; 
and that (he apprehended they were but too juft, as he had 
^^vithdrawn himfelf fince, and fecreted her hufband’s trea- 
fures. This man had been formerly a favourite of the 
queen’s ; but; upon the death of her hufband, Vlieving 
that fhe was abfolutely undone, h^d abandoned her party, 

* Gella Rdgum Fran cor am. Fredegarii Scholaft. Epitome 
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which fhe took this method of revenging. Berulfe imme- 
diately took fiielter at the tomb of St. MarttH of Tours ; 
and, in procefs of time, being perfqaded to leave that fanc- 
tuary, was fnnrdered, . and all his eftate confifcated ; but 
thofe who tel^ us this do not inform us, that the world was 
at all better fatisfied as to the manner of his matter's death °. 
Fredegonde , growing doubtful of her own and of her fon’s 
lituation,' ditffed what flie thought an effeftual method of 
embarraffing "Contrail, with his nephew Childebert, and his 
mother Jtrtfpfmfit* whom Ihe fufpefted^f having advifed 
thole troUblerot&t enquiries, which had c been lately made. 
With this viewj flie intreated the king of Burgundy 
would become godfather to his nephew, which was, in thofe 
days, regarded as a dofer tie than that of blood ; to which 
Gontran yielded, and came, for that purpofe, to Paris . 
Fredegonde , however, having earned h dr point, with refpqft 
to the court of MHz, put off the ceremony, being afraid to 
truft her fon in the power of his uncle, for fear Ije ftiould 
be taken from her P. At this Gontran was fo much pro- 
voked, that he declared publickly he would give himfelf no 
farther trouble about a child, which he had good reafon to 
•doubt was none of his brother’s, but the baftatd of fome of 
1 his courtiers. By this declaration Fredegonde was fo much a- 
larmed, that /he publickly made^th of the legitimacy of her 
fon, and brought three bifhops, and three hundred of the nobi- 
Hty, who fwore to the belief of what ftidhad fwofn This 
did not wholly deliver the queen from her inquietudes, be- 
caufe Gontran fliewed a great defire to pay the laft funeral 
honours to his nephews Meroveus and Clovis, who werecon- 
fidered as the viftims of her ambition, and the body of the 
latter not to be found ; at length, a poor filherman, upon 
the promife of the king’s proteftion, acquainted him, that 
the body of prince Clovis, having been interred in the cha- 
pe! of a certain cohvent, was taken up again, by Fredegonde's 
orders, uand thrown into the 'river Marne, where being in- 
tahgled in his nets, and known- by his long hair, he buried 
it in a private place known only to himfelf. Taking, un- 
der pretence of hunting, went to the very fpot ; and, being 
convinced that the body was that of htTfrephew, caufed it 
to be tranfported to Paris , and, with that of his bfothdr*^ 
Meroveih , to be interred with great folemnity r . 

0 Greg. Tur. kr-flf. ~ p Gcfta Regum Francorum. 
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A war broke out, about this time, witlf the Vifigoths, Gontrarf 
which continued, with great obftinacy, for feveral years ; th Renters into 
truecaufe of which feems to be very obfeure. • The ancient a twar 
hiftorians, both of France and Spain , aferibe it to the ill ufag 
of the princefs Ingonde , the daughter of Brunehaut and the . a 
filler of Childehert ; and there is no doubt that this waf 
pretence; but it is very extraordinary, that G Jut ran Ihould 
purfue this war with fuch inflexible obllidfcy, in fpite, of being fuf- 
repeated defeats, 4n fpite of the repeated afl ^tpce ^litt king cefsfuL 
Reccared gave of Ris having no concern in t/e m tteatment of 
jthat princefe, and in fpite of the danger to which he thought 
his own life expofed, by the practices of wFredegonde, who 
immediately entered into a fecret correfpondence with the 
Vifigoths, and was fufpe£ted of undertaking various black 
defigns in their favour ; the proofs of which, however, are 
not very clear \ It is moft likely, that Contran was deli- 
rous ofc expelling the Vijigoths out of France entirely; and 
poflibly might think it his intereft to keep up a war, on that 
fide, to find employment for Didier , Bofon , and fome other 
malignant fpirits, who might have cut out new troubles for 
him in time of peace. Whatever the caufe was, he remained 
inflexible in maintaining this war, even after his nephew 
Childehert, who, ftri&ly fpeaking, was the principal in it, 
had, by the advice of his mother, who was always a Spa- 
, niard in her heart, concluded a feparate peace c . 

The great objett of the king of Burgundy's politics was He is con- 
to keep the balance even, and to retain both Brunehaut and, ftrained to 
Fredegonde in a ftritt Hate of dependance ; and this he found beep the 
it impoffible to do, without feeming to incline fometimes on balance e- 
one fide, and fometimes on the other. Brunehaut was once vtn « , 

fo much in his favour, that he negotiated with her perfonal- ^[onde " 
ly, and concluded a long treaty, which is ftill extant, and an j g ru . 
bears the name, of the treaty of Andtffiu ; by which he re- ne haut be- 
gulated many points of importance, in regard t%the intri- ing in e- 
cate claims that arofe as to the fucceffion of his brotrftrs u . qual dan - 
At this^flhfc he was jealous, or at leaft appeared to be very ger from 
jealous, of Fredegonde, andof her practices againft his life ; but tH * 
f that artful princets foon turned the tables, and found means ® 
to give him as ftrong or Wronger fufpicions of Brunehaut, 
infinuating, that Ihe had not only contra&ed hftr daughter 
to the king of Spain, but was likewife negotiating a match 
for.herfelf at Conjlantinople wit 1 hfe?. t e|^left fon of Gondebaut , 
whofe pratenlions Ihe meant to revive ; but when this came 
• . • 

• Fredeg. Chron. 1 Aimon. Greg. Tur. 1 . yim c. 35. 
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to be known t6 the court of Metz , the queen, who was now 
in full poffeffion of the regency* and governed her fon as if 
he had been ftill in his infancy, purged herfelf in fuch a man- 
ner as gave fujl fotisfatti on to the king of Burgundy w . We 
lhould account theft but light and trivial matters, unworthy 
of being preferved in hiftory, if we did not refleft, that Si- 
gebert and CtiUberic had been aftually difpatched by affaf- 
lins ; fo that fyntran was not alarmed without caufe, and 
fuch w^ftH^bjejrviV^ry and malignity of thef^imes, that when 
the ambaffadors*|ff Childcbert were once lent to expoftulate 
with Gontran , wno, as we have obferved before, treated 
them but roughly^ they, amongft other things, told him, 
that he ought to foften his language, and give their mailer 
fatisfaclion, fince the poniards w^rc not yet loft that had 
been exercifed in corredting his brethren. x . Thefe are very 
ftrange and very dilagrecable fadts ; but they are fuch as 
charadtcrife this age, and give us proper ideas of tteir po- 
licy and manners; of which we may colieft fomc farther no- 
tions from tranfadlions of greater importance. 

The emperor Maurice , being dclirous of expelling the 
bert, king Lombards out of Italy , in the fame manner that his prede- 
of Auftra- ccflbr Jufiiiiian had deprefled the OJfrogoths , fought to make 
ih, avails an alliance, for that purpofe, with the Franks . Gontran 
being ftill embarraffed in his war with Spain, the emperor 
* utesbe conc ^ lc ^ a fubfidiary treaty with Cbildetert, who promifed 
ivoten the ^ ls a ®^ auce » * n confident tion of a large Ann of money; and, 
Greeks accordingly fent, at different times, feveral armies into Italy , 
but none with any great fuccefs ; for fome were deftroyed by 
ficknefs, other beaten by the Lombards , with whom truces 
were fometimes concluded ; in which Childebert , likewife, 
found his advantage, and of which the emperor bitterly 
complained, as contrary to thofe alliances which had coil 
him fo dear y . Cbhdebert ,' as the French hiftorians fay, be? 
ing epnfcipus that he did not dbmplain without caufe, and 
thaftie had fold peace on one fide as dear as he had done war 
on the other, did not aggravate the difpute by* frivolous 
apologies, but remained filent, till fuch time as the neceili- 
ties of the Greeks obliged them to forgSF^aft difappoint- 
ments, and make frelh offers for future afiiftancy. At * 
length, under the mediation of Gontran, he concluded* a peace 
with the Leif bards ; by which he fecured an annual fubfidy^ 
which is the more ext^ae/^inary, fince it is, on all hands, 
allowed, that, notwithftanding feveral numerouj armies of 
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Franks entered Italy f and one particularly, commanded by 
twenty general officcrs, # yet they had never been fuccefs- 
ful. The fituation of their country giving them an cafy 
acccfs, and their affording them fiich critical divei fions, 

■when engaged with other enemies, compelled The Lombards 
to purchafe quiet upon any terms,, which, having the pio 
tence of his uncle’s mediation, CbiUebcrt lold^them upon 
high terms, notwithftanding his contrary engagements with 
the emperor, and though Briinckaut oppofajff this g^iaiy, 
becaufe her grandftSi Athanagilde was protedlJp^Wft^iibfifted 
in a manner iuitable to his birth at CotMantinople ; for 
which fhc profefled herfelf highly obliged, Jlnd gave, upon 
all occafions, very warm teftimonics of her gratitude z . It 
was this correfpondence with the court of Confianlinopk 
that alforded Fredegonde dli opportunity of inftillingjcalou- 
fies into C outran , that the queen-dowager of Aujlrajia, held 
a conftaijt intercourfe with the family of Condebaitt, which, 
though it might be falfe, was,, however, for from being 
improbable. 

In the midft of thefe foreign ways, the court of Metz was A confpi- 
diftrafted by fattions, and the king’s perfon more than once racy a- 
in danger from confpiracies. He was flill a young man 
without experience ; and all who ferved him, in any confi- ^h^dc- 
dcrable flation, thought they had a right to govern him ; . 

to which if he did ?iot fubmit, they confidered it as an in- 
jury, and had recourfe to methods, which K if they were not an ^ t j je 
in all ages too common to be denied, reafon would teach us cunpnv^ 
to think incredible. Duke Raacinde , who was the mo ft tors are 
powerful of the Auftrajian nobility, was at the head of this tut h 
plot, and was directed and fupported by Fredegonde, He death. 
had gained two other great men, duke Urfion and duke 
Berthefrcdc : their fcheme was to poifon king Cbildebert , and, 
when this was once done, to proclaim bm eldeft fon Thcodo - 
bert y and to govern in his n*me. His younger [owThicrriy A.D.5; 6. 
fcarce out of his cradle, was to be put under the care oSjhe 
other twq^K^fpirators, who, with the affiance of Freda- 
gondey were, to depofe Gontran, and put their pupil upon 
the throne of Burgundy a. This black defign was brought 
filmoft to the very point of execution ; when Gontran , who 
had his fpies about the perfon of Fredegonde , differed it ; 
and that the mother and confort of Cbildebert were to ’be 
banifhed and imprifoned. He f^fcgpon this a hint to Cbil- 
debert to find fome pretence for mecting^tim ; and, at their 
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J 0 interview, gave him a full account of the matter. At his 
return, Childbkert fent for Raucinde , who, by this time, had 
improved the original plan of - his deteftable projeft ; and 
by giving oht amongft his friends that he was himfelf the 
foa of Clotaire, had paved his way to the throne. When 
the king fent for him, therefore, confiding in his own great 
power, arid the multitude of his friends, he went boldly tp 
court, and, a long audience, difeovered nofigns of appre- 
henfion or c<Mufion. But as he came out of the king’s apart- 
ments ^ g ^res of the palace were ihufi^ and by fome per- 
sons, polteapiViperly for the purpofe, he was cut to pieces b . 

In the mean tirre, fome of the king’s fervants were fent tp 
his houfe, wheVe they feized his papers, in which were the 
cleared teftimonies of his guilt, and his wealth, which was 
fuperior to the contents of the rpyal treafury. The dukes 
Urjion and Bertbefrede , no fooner faw his fate, than they 
took up arms, and endeavoured to retire out <rf Childeberf% 
dominions ; but he ferit Codegifilc , the fon of duld: Lupus , 
with an army to fupprefs them, which, after an obftinate 
refiftance, he performed, and both the confpirators were 
killed c . 

Another Out of the allies of this, there quickly fprang up ano- 
£ on/pi racy ther contrivance, in which were embarked the conftable Sit- 
in the fame negifile , the referendary (or, as we now ftile him, chancel- 
tourt, l or ), Callus, and Septimina who was gcjvernefs to the young 
which princes : Their aim was to perfuade Childebert to fend his - 
^aTtothe mot ^ er int0 exi ^ c » t0 re pudiate his wife, and to govern the 
%hop of kingdom by their advice ; and, if in this they could not pre- 
Kheixns. va 'd> Septimina undertook to poifon him. The queen, tho’ 
/he is reprefented as a woman of no parts, difeovered this 
plot, by comparing certain expreflions that Septimina let 
fall d . The king caufed the conftable to be put to the tor- 
ture, when he accufed'6/fef, bifhop of Rheims , as being the 
original author of' both plots. This prelate, being feized, 
was brqpght before an aflerobly of bilhops,' where was 
proved, that he had forged grants, and correlgonded with 
Chilperic , that he had reprefeni;ed quee^ Brunejm^in his let- 
ter in the blackeft light,' and, in one o£jhi$ letters, faid 
plainly, that, without cutting the root, there was no hope^ 
of feeing the branch wither ; and that, pretending to have full, 
POWcts from Childebert , he had concluded in hi 9 name, but 
without his knowlege, a treaty with Chilperic for dethroning 
Gqntran. The bi(^ppi^ffe unwilling to condemn, and y et 
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were unable to acquit him ; they defired he might have fome 
days given him to make his defence. At the end of that time, 
the bifhop told them plainly,’ that he had nothing to fay, fo 
much as an excufe ; that he had betrayed the king, abufedt 
his authority, excited all tlie coufufion that ha*l for many 
years happened amongft the Franks ; and had no merit to 
plead, but freely confefling himfelf the author of all thefe 
mifchiefs e . Upon this he was degraded, andfleft to the 
king’s mercy, who banifhed him to Strajburghw and allowed 
him a handfome njaintenance. As thefe dfeiaaates\rere 
made by the other criminals, he would nit put them to 
death, but deprived them of their employments, and fent 
t|iem into banifhmejtt f . 9 

Frepegonde, whofe maxim it was to keep Gontran The death 
continually employed, excited the count of Bretagne to feize °f Gon- 
Rknnes and Nantes , though thefe towns really belonged to 
m her fon, and Gontran entered into the war only as his guar- 
9 dian. She aflifted the count therein, underhand, in fuch a 
manner that much blood was fpilt; but at length this queathes 
count, whofe name was War roc, was conftrained to fubmit, his king - 
and to acknowlege himfelf feudatory to the fon of Chilperic . dom to 
While (he was acting this double part, with refpeft to the Childe- 
Bretons and the king of Burgundy , fhe was, likewife, ma- hert. 
naging a new defjgn againft the king of Auflrafia , which 
failed; and if the officer, intrufted with the command of 
Childeberf s troops, had done his duty, (he had paid very 
dearly for all her dark intrigues. For, being at Tournay, 

(he caufed three of the principal perfons in the city to be 
murdered at a feaft : upon which the people rofe in a tu- 
multuous manner, and fent to Childebert for affiftance, which 
if it had come in time (he had been taken prifoner 6. This 
was not her only efcape 5 for her fon falling lick, fhe law 
herfelf in extreme peril : on which fhe had recourfe, as her 
cuftom was, to a£ts of devotion ; andj amongft the reft, 
prevailed upon the count de Bretagne to releafe t#e Fxanks 
that were or ifoners in her dominions, which was the clear- 
eft prooftnat could be of her intereft and correfpondence 
With him. Th&child, however, recovered, and fhe went 

PaHs to vifit him. She renewed her folliciutions from 
thence to Gontran , who kept his court at Chalons j befeech- 
ing him to perform the promife he had made her fo years 
before, of being fponfor at her {gp’s baptifm ; to which, at 
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the requeft £>f the bifhops, to whorS he could refufe no- 
thing, the good old king aflented* This alarmed the court 
of Auftrafi#, and Childebert immediately difpatched ambalTa- 
dors to put his uncle in mind of .the engagements fubfifting 
between them h . Gontran reminded them of many things 
done by his nephew, which were not very confiftent with 
thofe engagements, particularly the furprizing of Soijpms ; 
which he juft reafou to look upon as an invafion of 
that ^ignity, Yhich, in virtue of his birth, and of his years, 
he was^atf^JB to among the Franks but added, at the 
fame time, that his nephew had nothing to fiear ; that he 
meant to perform his engagements ftriftly ; that the young 
prince was the fon of his brother ; and that he could not 
refufe to do for him v/hat might be expetted by any lord 
of his houfhold. He affifted, therefore, at the ceremony, 
and gave the young prince the name of Clotaire , adding, 
that he wifhed him the wifdom, courage, and good fortune 
of his grandfather, whofe name he borp. He afterwards 
entertained him at his own table, and, having made the 
child rich prefents, and received fome from him, returned 
to Chalons. This is the laft event recorded by Gregory of 
Tours, the father of the French hiftory, and, perhaps, this 
is the reafon that we know nothing of what was done in the 
two laft years of Gontrans life, who, fome would have us 
believe, became a monk ; but for this there is no fufficient 
authority. He deceafed at Chalons , on the twenty-eighth 
of March , in the year five hundred ninety-three, when he 
he had reigned thirty- two, and lived upwards of three- 
fcore years *. 

After a Childebert, without any oppofition, fucceeded, pur- 
trouhle - faant to th e teftament of Gontran , to his dominions, which 
comprehended all that was then filled Burgundy , together 
bert *kin ^ ie kingdom ef Orleans , the beft part of that of Paris, 
of Auftra^ anc * their dependencies ; but Spiffims and fome other places 
fia, dies a ^ll^gai# under the dominion of Clotaire , to whofe territo- 
young nes they of right belonged. How this happenod^e French 

man. hiftory no where informs us ; but it is moft likely th^t Fre- 

degonde , in virtue of fotpe intelligence fhe imi in thofe places, 
furprized them, fince we find that Childebert immediately* 
raifed an grmy, and entered into a war to recover them k . 
The truth feems to be, tliat the affairs of the Franks were 
now entirely direfted byAjoeft two queens, who mortally 
hated each other, afM who willingly facrificed the fubjeifts of 
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their refpe&ive ions, an3 even thofe fons, to the gratification 
of their. paffions. The fences .of Childebert were very nu- 
merous, commanded by two generals, Gondebaud Kind Vin- 
trion , whom he direfted firft to recover Soijfons, and then 
to purfue Fredegonde wherever flic retired ; To af to deliver 
her into his hands alive or dead. Fredegonde little regarded 
this threat, though her forces were much inferior to the 
king of Aujlrafici$\ inflead, therefore, of fhdtmg herfelf 
in any fortrefs, (he marched direftly towards thyenemy,,snd 
furprized them near "Proud, on the little river idem'; at no 
great diftance from SoiJJbns . At the beginniit* of the ac- 
tion, (he pafled between the ranks with her |on, intreated 
the foldiers to defend their prince, and allured them of his 
and her gratitude K The fatt is in itfelf very extraordinary; 
butjthe hiftorian, whe^ thought to heighten it, by alluring 
us, that Clotaire was then at his mother’s breaft m , has only 
tleftroyed Jiis own credit, fi nee the young king was then in 
the tenth year of his age. After a long and bloody engage- 
ment, the Aujlrafians were defeated, with the lofs of thirty 
thoufand men. We are not told what lofs the army of 
Fredegonde fuftained; but it muft have been, in all likelihood, 
very great ; fince we find (he lay quiet for two years, de- 
pending on the diverfions fhe excited by the Bretons on one 
fide, and the Varncs , a barbarous nation, who poflefled the 
country about Leyden • on the other. Againft the count of 
Bretagne Childebert fent the flower of his forces, to whom 
the count gave battle ; in which both parties behaved with 
equal bravery, and with equal fuccefs ; by which the two 
armies were fo much weakened, that the war was for the 
prefent, fufpended. Childebert was more fortunate againft 
the Varnes , whom he not only reduced, but extirpated ; fo 
that, from this time, they ceafed to be a nation, or at leaft 
we meet with Nothing more of them in hiftory. In alhort 
fpace after this viftory, Childebert breathed his I aft, ^ in the 
twenty-fixth year of his age,' and the twentieth of ttfs 
reign ». J#«iueen did not furvive him long ; and as this ^ D - 
threw the government entirely into the hands of, B rune hen it, * ' 

fome have chargecf"fetr with poifoning tjiem both ; but as this 
*Wdeftitute of evidence on one fide, fp it is highly improbable 
on the other. * o 

Theodobeut w-as declared king of Aujlrajta , being Frede- 
then in the eleventh year of his agm^and Thierri, who was gonde a f- 

in hid tenth, was fent to refide at Orlean?,' with the title of 

• ^ bhjbtng 
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her Jon king of BiPrgundy, having the bifhop of Autun for his go- 
piotaire vernor, and Gamier for the mayor of his palace. Brume* 
II. dies in jj aut with her eldeft grandfon at Metz ; notwith- 

feace, ftanding which, flie governed the kingdom of Burgundy, as 
appears by letters, full of compliments,, written to her by 
pope Gregory the Great , with the moft abfoiute power n . 
A-D.597. FredegondwfoulA not fuffer fo remarkable an event, as the 
death of Ch&debert, to pafs, without taking fome advantage : 
having . , bv \ er arts, railed fome diftorbances on the fide 
pf Italy , anci engaged the Abares to threaten Auftrajia 
with an invafiJn, file, with the belt body of trpops file was 
able to bring mto the field, made herfelf miftrefs of Paris, 
and fome other places of confequence on the Seine . Bru - 
nehaut, though fhe loved not # war, could not be a tame 
fpeftator of fuch an aftion as this ;• and therefore diseft- 
ed the beft part of the forces in Aujirafta to begin their 
march for Paris . It was not the cuftom of FreJ.egonde t<3 
give her enemies time to find her; fhe marched without 
delay to meet the troops of her rival, and gave them a total 
defeat. What the confequences might have been of this fe- 
cond viftory, gained by a princefs of fo a&ive and fo en- 
terprifing a fpirit, we can only conje&ure ; but, in all pro- 
bability, fhe would have pufhed her good fortune, at the 
expence of Brunehaut at leaft, if not of her grand-chil- 
dren, if fhe had not been prevented by death, when fhe 
had governed her husband and her fon for near thirty 
years ° (I). 

Br 
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(I) We have alaaady fpoken in fo ftrong a fight as the cafe 
of the chara&er of Fredegonde * of Pretextatus bifhop of j Rouen, 
agd> irf the courfe of the hifto- It has been mentioned in the 
ry, of the many execrable ac- text, that he mamed Merweus 
tions of which fhe was guilty, to Brunehaut, amHfoat for this 
at leaft with which fhe was he was bgpifhed by Cbilperic, 
charged. There remain, how- after whole death he was reftor- 
cver, fome things neceffary to cd by Gontran (3). This 
be faid bare. That fhe was a late, as he officiated at the al- 
woman of ftrong paffions, and tar on the Lord's Day, was 
capable, under their inQuuBnce. fobbed, without any of his 
of doing the wickeieft a&ions, clergy interpofing to flop the 
is certain, if there be any faith af^ffin. As fobn as he came 
duetto hiftory. Amongft thefe, home, Fredegonde went to make 
there is, none that can ftiew her him a vifijj, accompanied by 

(3) HadtUni VeUfii gtfia Frgnwuw» 

feveral 
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By the death of lierjival, Brunehaut feemed to have at- Brune- 
tained, not only to the height of her hopes, hut of her haut, by 
wifhes. ■ She was undoubtedly a prineefs endowed with ber own 
many great qualities, but thefe were diminifhed bf a variety ^^nduBi 
of foibles ; and, as far as we can judge from hiftory, tho’ " driven 
in beauty, behaviour, and converfation, (he might exceed ^1°^ e 
Fredtgonde, yet in point of penetration, folidity of jndg- g ra ^r on 
ment, and fEeadinefs in,a&ion, fhe was much inferior to Theodo- 
her. Her conduft in Aujlrafta % and in the /Tireftion of bert. 

Burgundy ; 


feveral lords, and told him, 
how glad ihe fhould be to fee 
the . criminal apprehended • 

u The criminal, faid the bi- 
“ (hop, is no other thjn thfe 
u perfon who has filled the 
“ whole kingdom with crimes, 
44 who hds murdered kings, 
u and fhed rivers of innocent 
“ blood. ” The queen pre- 
tended not to understand him, 
but offered her phyficians ; 
which fo provoked the dying 
bifhop, that he told her, c< You 
“ are yourfclf the perfon who 
u caufed me to be aflaflinated, 
u who have been prattifed in 
cc the blackeft crimes, who in 
€ * this world will be univerfal- 
u 1 y curfed, and feverely’ pu- 
u nifhed in the next.” One of 
the lords who accompanied her 
took the liberty of faying, that 
fuch enormous crimes ought to 
be enquired into with all the 
ilri&nefs pofiible, and punifhed 
in the mod exemplary manner. 
This lord didhaot live to return 
home; forfR queen inviting 
him to take a collation with 
her, he was poifonecTin the firft 
m Ihorfei he eat, and died in an 
" hour (4). Gontran fent com- 
miffioners to enquire into the bi- 
ihop's murder ; but fhe had the 

addrefs to gain the nobility to 

• 

(4) Greg . T«r. /. vlii. c. 31. % 

(6) Greg, Aiagn % JSfiJI , l. ix, <r/. 51, 


declare againfb* this as the 
effefts of Gont?nris ambition, 
and as an intrufion on the 
rights of their king (5). She 
caufed a flave, however, to 
be apprehended, who actu- 
ally killed the bifhop, and, 
after challifing him leverely, 
delivered him up to the ne- 
phew of that prelate, who cauf- 
ed him to be put to the tor- 
ture : on which he confeffed, 
that Frcdcgonde gave him ait 
hundred fhillings, that Milan - 
tins gave him fifty, and the 
archdeacon fifty more. This 
Melantius had intruded himfelf 
into the bifhopric of Rouen , 
when Pretextatus was banifhed $ 
and this very man, notwith- 
llanding this charge, Frede- 
gonde made bifhop again in his 
room (6). By the way, it will 
not be amifs to mention, that 
the biihopatf Baieux, as foon 
*as he was informed of the fa&, 
caufed all the churches fn Rmen 
to be fhut up, and forbid the 
celebration of divine fervice, 
till fuch time as this fa£t fhould 
be enquired into, which fome 
think is the firft inftance of an 
interdict (7). Another lingu- 
lar inftance of her paflion and 
apfu^te to vengeance occurs in 
her conduit? towards her daugh- 

(5) HadrUni Volt fit Gefta Fratitorum 

( 7 ) dt Fr , for let* G . Denied 


ter 
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Burgundy, for fome time, was truljr laudable ; lhe quiete d 
the Ah ares * by prefents ; lhe renewed the treaty of peace 
with the Lombards ; and feemed to have nothing fo much 
at heart as preferving their dominions in perfeft peace, till 
her grandchildren were of age to govern themfelves 
This may be called the right fide of her adminiftration ; 
but there was alfo a wrong: lhe governed abfolutely, raif- 
ed and difcraced whom lhe pleafed, and, inftead of cul- 
tivating the genius of Theodobert , if he had any, took pains 
to amufejhim, and none at all to inftrujft him. She pulhed 
this fo far as fo fuffer him to marry a Save of his father’s. 
Who was youqp and handfome* but without parts or edu- 
cation. In procels of time, as will be always the cafe, 
where virtue and honour are not the bafis of policy, her 
arts proved fatal to herfelf. Tte confort of Theodobert had 
a great deal of affability and good rtature, by which % lhe 
gained the heart entirely of the young king, and rendered 
herfelf a fit inftrument for the ambitious nobility who told 
her, file had great talents for government, and, as may be 
eafily-believed, Ilie was was quickly inclined to take their 
words for it. By their perfuafion, lhe undermined the 

p Fredeg. Chron. cap. i<J. 

• i. 

ter the princefs Rigunthe, who, lid of it upon her, and had 
after her return to Paris, did broke h%r neck, i f 9 upon her 
not lead the life of a veftal ; ftruggles, fome of her attend- 
for which being reproved by ance had not come in, and ref- 
Fredegonde , fhe reproached her cued the princefs (8). With all 
with the meannefs of her birth, her vices, and with all her 
The mother pretending to re- crimes, lhe was a woman of a 
collett herfelf, told her, it w$s furprizing arid fuperior genius, 
againil both their intttefts to bold without being ram, and 
differ, and to expofe each o- (hewed great firmnefs without 
ther ; that tho' lhe had formerly obftinacy (9). At the time of 
given J^rimihenfe wealth, moft* her demife lhe was upwards of 
oftvhich was loft, yet lhe had fifty ; hercorpfe was interred in 
Hill fomething to bellow; and the church St. Firi- 

carrying her into her cabinet, cent, now St. Germain des Prex , 
Opened a large coffer, out of where hetj&mb is ftill preferv- 
which lhe took many rich ed, with her figure in Mofai g. 
things. At length, as if lhe as the infeription fays; but this 
had beefi weary, lhe bid Ri- is not altogether certain, fince 
gunthe go and take what lhe the infeription is much more 
pleafed. predegondc, feeine-her modern than the pitture ( 1 ). 
head in the trunk, pulled the 

(8? G'tg+ Tur. I . is. c. ^4. (g) NoumtUe ffljloin de France, par M. 

Louis U Ctndre. (1} P* Daniel. ^ 
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queen-dowager in Theadoherfs opinion, and uponfome coin- A D 
motions, occafioned by the death of duke Vintrion, with which 599 “ 
Brunehaut was charged, Ihe engaged the king to,confent to 
her being banilhed. Upon which fhe withdrew into the 
dominions of Thicrri, king of Burgundy, by whom ihe was 
very kindly received 

It might have been expe&ed, that her firft care would 
have been to have infpired her grandfon, and l/s minifters, vail, with 
who were firmly attached to her, with a warm fenfe of the Thierri, 
indignity that had 4 -been offered her ; but, from whatever k ‘ n & °f 
motive it arofe, fhe purfued a quite contrary conduft. She Bur g un - 
palliated, in the beft manner fhe was able, what had hap- dy ' t0 
pened at Metz, and, inftead of exciting jealoufies oy mif- mak ‘’ wa >‘ 
underfhsndings between the brothers, ihe engaged Thierri 0 ?- ' , 
to attempt the recovery of. Paris, and other places on the,w) , 
Seme which had beeft torn from their family, on the death tachdb* 
of their father; and procured from Reccarcd, king of the Theodo- 
ri/igoths»z flrong body of auxiliaries. This meafure was bert. 
fo acceptable to Thccdohert, that he likewife raifed a nume- 
rous army, and, having joined the king of Burgundy, they 
nArched dire&ly into the territories of Chtaire. That 
monarch, remembering his former viftories, moved with his 
forces to give them battle r . Their armies engaged near 
the village of Dormeille, in the Senonois ; and perhaps hi- 6o °* 
ftory has fcarce recorded an inftance of fuch young cap- 
tains; for the age. of the three kings, taken together, did 
not exceed forty. The difpute was obAinatc and bloody 
but the two brothers were vittors in the end, the army of 
Chtaire being almoA entirely cut to pieces. It was with 
fome difficulty that he retired, with the broken remains of 
his forces, to Mehtn, and from thence to Paris. He halted 
there but for a very fhort time ; and, finding himfelf vigo- 
roufly purfued, chofe for his retreat thejforeft of Bretagne 
where his grandfather Clataire the firft had withdrawn SZ 
the fury of his two brothers. His forces were fo wfak Mid 
fo fatigued, jjhat he forefaw, if he was attacked in his re- 
trenchmeirfvihey muff be defeated and deftroyed *. He 
fcnt, therefore, tj^his coufins to demand peace; and though 
the terms they preferibed took from him the beft part of his 
dominions, and left him a very precarious tenure in the reft, 
yet he found it neceflary to fubmit, and remained, tor forte 
time, a quiet fpe&ator of their endeavours to extend the 
dominions of the Franks on the otfier fide of the Rhine on 
^ • 

q Gella Regum Francoriftn, c. 36. * Fredeg. CjSron* 

c* 20. * Gefta Regum Francorum, c. 37. 
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one frontier, and by puflung the fien^ natidii of Gafcons* on 
the other His indignation was, however, never the left, 
from the want of an opportunity lo let it appear* Frede* 
gonde had taken due care of his education, and had inftruft- 
ed him herfelf in the art of government ; and, particularly, 
advifed him to command his army in perfon, to hear his 
minifters with patience, but to take his own meafures, and 
to obferve, ^vith the greateft diligence, the caufes of his fuc- 
cefs, and the fources of his difappointments, recommending 
to him above all things a fettled temper of mind, equally 
fuperior to the fmiles and to the frowns of fortune. 
leccnd The condudt of Britnehant had never been extremely re- 
- be- gular ; but this great flow of profperity induced her to throw 
Off all' reftraint, and to make ufe of that plenitude of power, 
e . which was now in her potteffiop, to gratify her defires of 
tn every kind. She remembered the miftake file made at Metz; 
itaire * n pcrmittiiig Theodobert to marry, when he was fo very 
s very Y oun g * thought tocorreft this, by hindering Thivrri from* 
r being marrying at all ; but (he laid no reftraint upon his pleafures; 
one . fo that by feveral miftrefies he had three natural fons, which 

fo balanced the credit of their refpedtive mothers, that the 
old queen had nothing to fear. She caft her eyes on a 
young nobleman, whofe name was Protade, and whofe dif- 
pofition nearly relembled her own, with a handfome perfon, 
and all the accompliftiments of a court, great addrefs, and 
boundlefs ambition, which fhe endeavoured to gratify, by 
making him mayor of the palace ; from whence the fcandal 
of thofe times infinuated he was her gallant. But there 
was a great obftacle in the way of his preferment. Berto - 
aide, a man in years, of great virtue and diftingui filed va- 
lour, was in potteffion of this employment, and cbuld not 
be removed u . However, a pretence being found to fend 
him to the frontiers, Protade performed the functions of his 
office in his abfenfl?. Clotaire, who had exadi information 
of all that patted, thought fie had now a favourable op- 
pdftunity of furprizing Bertoalde , and of making a great 
imprelfion on the kingdom of Burgundy . WFR^this vi^jv 
he fentduke Landri, and with him his fon prince Mero- 
veus, though he was then but in the fiftli year of his age, 
with inftrudHons to furprize Bertoalde , who had but a fmaUP 1 
guard, tmd then to march diredtly to Orleans, where he 
knew there were many malecontents. Landri did all he 
could, and indee^all tHR could be expefted, but fucceed- 
cd in neither. Bertoalde made his efcapc, and threw him> 

f FasD.Chron, c. 20, u Gefta Regum Francomm, c. 37. 

• # fclf 



C. 4. The Hiftory o/ France* » v 65 

felf into Orleans , which he gallantly defended, dll his mailer 
Thierri came with a potent army to his relief w . Tjhe war was 
carried on the next fpring with great vigour ; the king of 
Burgundy at length forcing Landri to a battle, near EJtampes f 
in the beginning of which Bertoalde having difcovered the 
intrigues of the old queen, in a fit of defpair threw away A. D. 
his life, and at the fame time opened a path tcVi&ory for 604. 
his ungrateful mailer, which Thierri fo well improved, # that 
Landri's army was entirely beaten, the unfortunate Maroveus 
furrounded, and, as Clotaire believed, or aftefted to believe, 
maffacred, to gratify the hatred of Brunehaut. Thierri marched 
on to Paris , fully bent on the dellru&ion of his coufin, 
which appeared indeed inevitable ; for Tkeodvbert had in- 
vaded his dominions on th$ other fide, and the two armies 
were on the very poii*t of engaging* when the news of the 
battle of Ejlampes arrived, and produced a vety wonderful 
•eftett. TJjeodobert became of a fudden jealous of his brother’s 
fuccefs, and offered Clotaire fuch terms of peace as he rea- 
dily accepted ; and, being thus delivered from all fear of 
danger on that fide, he quickly obliged the king of Bur - 
gundy to liflen alfo to terms of accommodation ; and thus* 
very unexpectedly, the nation of the Franks was again bleffed 
with peace*. 

Thierri, who wanted not abilities, was extremely pro-Th 
voked at his biother’s*behaviour, andfurmifed many things in contrary t§ 
relation to the peace at Compeigne, which had refeued Clotaire the will 
out of their hands. Brunehaut , who, tho* fhe had long dif-^ .ne- 
fembled, never forgave the infult received from Thecdobcrt 
and his minifters, did not foil to heighten the king of Bur - tQ g ‘ 
gundy's refen tments; and, it is faid, went fo far, as to affure n iih/W»- 
him that Thecdobcrt was not the fon of king Childebert, but of cc fs, hut 
a gardener, and impofed upon that prince to anfwer fome that queen 
particular purpofes y . The war being declared, the king prevents 
took the field with a very numefous army, commanded unc^gr *he ™le- 
him by Protade his mayor of the palace. The nobility o{bration 0/ 
Burgundy jp general difapproyed this war highly ; and when ^\ e marm 
the armies drew near each other they dealt very plainly with rta l e% 
the king, and advifed him intlead of fighting to treat with 
!sng Theodobert, fince it would be an impious as well as im- 
politic aftion to flied the blood of the Franks on bot°h fides, 
merely to gratify the pride of an ambitious minifler, and the 605. 

w Fredeo. Chron. c. 24. * Hadiuani Valesii gefta 

Francorum, tom. ii. *y Frfdeg. Chron. c. 27. P&vi 

Diacon, 1. iv. c. 3L 

Mod- Hist. Vol. XXlII. F rage 
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rage of his. imperious mifirefs. When the king would hear 
nothing, th$ foldicrs furrounded the tent where the mayor 
of the palace was playing at chefs with the king’s phyfician, 
mThicrri's prefence; upon which that monarch ordered one of 
the lords of his court to go and pacify the troops, by alluring 
them that he would pay a proper refpeft to their remonftran- 
ces : he thought proper, however, to deliver quite another 
meflfyge, alluring the forces that the king did not enter into 
their quarrel with Protade , but left him to their difpofal ; 
on which they entered immediately, and cut him to pieces 
Tbierri faw now the neceiTity of a peace, which was ealily 
concluded, and in the ;'oom of the late unhappy favourite, 
Claudius , who was alfo a Caul by defeent, and a man of abi- 
lities and honour, was raifed to *the poft of mayor of the 
palace. He very honeftly reprefented^' to his mafter, that it 
was time for him to reform the diforders of his court, and to 
make choice of fome princefs of equal birth for his queen, to 
which Tbierri readily confented, and, at his perfuafion, de- 
manded the daughter of Wit eric, king of the Vifigoths , whom 
he obtained, upon condition that his ambafliidors fhould 
fwear that this princefs fhould never be degraded from her 
dignity 3 . Brunehaut , who could not prevent the marriage 
from being concluded, had the addrefs to hinder it from 
being confummated, or even celebrated, by engaging the 
king’s lifter to give him a diftafte to the Spani/h princefs ; who, 
after bearing a great deal of ill ufage for a full year, was fent 
home upon fome frivolous pretence, which irritated the king 
of the Vifigoths to the laft degree. He endeavoured to nego- 
tiate a league' with Clotaire , Theodobcrt , and the king of the 
Lombards i but Brunehaut , by a dextrous diftribution of 
prefects, and coining a multitude of plaufible excufes, par- 
ry’d this blow, qgd preferved the kingdom in peace, that is 
with regard to other nations, for otherwife Tbierri was far 
%>m enjoying quiet at home His fubjefts in general were 
highly diflatisfied, and fome of the clergy expbftulated with 
him very freely. Amongft thefe was Didier bmi&p of Vienne , 
who was foon after affaffinated, either by the exprefs orders 
of Brunehaut > or by thofe who thought it would be accept- 
able ‘to Jier. The famous Trijh abbot Colombanus , who h!ul 
the reputation of being a faint and a prophet, was ordered 
to depart the kingdom, and to return to his own country, for 
having reproached the queen in very rude terms ; and very 

• w c 
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probably liad licft.efcSped fo well, if his credit with the people 
had not been raifed to filch a pitch* that the taking away his 
life might have occafioned public confufion c . • 

We have before obfervcd that, in the divififcn of Childe- Theodo- 
bert's dominions, feme diftri&s were detached from the king- bert is 
dom of Aujirafta , and added to that of Burgundy : thefe beaten in 
Thcodobert now demanded by an embafly, and Thierri pre - tcwo bat- 
paied to defend them by force of arms. The nobility of iake * 
both kingdoms were averfe to a war, and conftrained the two 
kings to confent t®?t conference, attended by an equal num-^^f ^ 
ber of troops; but Theodobert , by a fcandalous breach of hisg rune . 
faith, brought double the number, and compelled his brother haut, and 
to accept of what terms he pleafed. In flea d of extinguifhing, is after - 
this heightened the flame, for Thierri was bent upon revenge ; wards 
and his nobility conceiving that he had right on his fide, con- mugdereii 
curred in his defignof doing himfdf juftice by the fword d # ‘wttb.bh 
One obftacle remained; Clotairc had many caufcs of complaint, children* 
and was not likely to let flip fofair an opportunity of mend- 
ing his condition; it was therefore neceflary to fecurfc him 
by a negotiation, and upon a promife to reflore to him what 
had been taken when the war fliould be over ; he confentcd 
to a neutrality. Thierri then invaded Aujirajia with a numer- 
ous army, commanded by all the great lords of Burgundy . 

He puflied his conquefts a!$ far as Toul before he met with his 
brother Thcodobert' % army ; but there, believing he had an 
advantage, the king of Aujirajia attacked him with great 
vigour. The difpute was very obftinate, but in the end 
the king of Burgundy gained a complete viftory ; in confe- 
rence of which he became matter of Metz, and compelled 
his brother to take fheher on the other fide the Rhine e . The 
place Theodobert chofe for his retreat was Cologne, where he 
laboured to form a new army out of his German fubjects ; and 
In a (hort fpace of time he accomplifheiit, vaft numbers of 
Saxons , Thuringians , and other nations, fubjeft o%tiibutary 
to his crown, repairing to his ftandards. Thierri alfo' hHving£ 
recruited^ hi| victorious army, penetrated the foreft of Arden, 
and endfmped at Tolbia where Theodobert , who believed 
that his advantage lay in being the aggreflor, endeavoured td 
furprize him. v The forces of Thierri received thofe whom 
they filled barbarians with great intrepidity, and having 
flood the ftrft fhock, broke and defeated them. Theodobert 
endeavoured to make his efcapfc* by patting the Rhine, but 

c Jonas in vita S- Coiumbani. d Dv i. 

555. - e Fredso. Chron. c. 37, 38%* 
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he was taken afid carried to Cologne , where his brother treated 
hint with the titmoft inhumanity, ancj, after {hipping him of 
all marks of fovereign dignity, fent him to his grandmother 
at Chalons, but caufed his fon Maroveus , tho’ a child, to be 
put to death upon the fpot ; and fome fay another likewife, 
AD.612. whofe name was Clotaire f . Brunehaut had no fooner Tbco- 
dobert in her hands, than (he ordered him to be fhaved ; but 
fufpefting afterwards that he might make his cfcape, and 
believing herfelf fecure of governing both kingdoms if they 
remained to Thierti, (he ordered the unfortunate king of 
Jlrafia to be put to death, who was not then above twenty- 
feven 3 ears of age g . 

Clo’i airk, king’ of Soifons> forefeeing that Thicrri, proud 
Vrhi ‘ k* 3 * ate viftol 7» anc ^ rtl Y m S on l l ie 8 reat acquifition that he 

and the' 1 * had made, would infallibly refufe 1 to cqm ply with his pro- 
mifirahle thought it both the fureft and the wifcfl way to take 

fate of pofiTeflion of what had been confignecl to him before his rc- 
praz Bru- turn from his expedition, which he accordingly aid. It 
nehaut. appeared from the event that he had formed a right judg- 
ment; for Thicrri was no fooner, acquainted with it than he 
difpatchcd certain perfons to fummon him to withdraw his 
forces out of the places he had feized, and, in cafe he ref u fed, 
to declare war. Clotaire, who expc&cd this, was prepared ; 
and believing it better to fight for the whole than for a part, 
aflembled the whole forces of his dominidns, and rcfolved to 
to give Thierri battle h . That monarch, who flattered him- 
felf with the hopes of becoming the lord of all France , began 
his march with the whole forces of Anftrafia and Burgundy, 
but in pafling by Metz he was feized with a dyfentery, of 
which he died in a few days, in the twenty-fixth year of his 
age, and the feventeenth of his reign 1 (K). Brunehaut ap- 
peared 


f Gefb* Regum Francorum, caf. xxxviii. Fredec. Chron. 
* l*r Chesne, tom. i. p. 557. h Gefta Regum Fran- 

corum, cap. xxxix. • Fredec. Chron. cap ffixix. 

(K) At the time of Theobcrt's terms how much it would tjir- 
death, and the deftrudtion of niih his reputation, if, in the 
his family, we are told that fight of the world, he fhould be 
Thierriv/zs io exceedingly ftruck guilty of fo flagrant an adt of 
with the beauty of Berthoav-e t inceft, and how much his per- 
that he was inclined to mat fy fon and authority might be ex- 
her, which alarmed his grand- pofed by taking to his bed the 
moths,.- to fuch a degree, that daughter of a prince whom he 
{he prei'ently interpofed, and had deprived of his life, and 
jreprefemed in the fhongdl of his dominions. This oppd. 
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peared fo little difconcerted by this extraordinary event, that 
it gave occafion to a Report that her grandfon was poifoned by 
her orders, which however is very improbable! She caufed 
immediately Sigebcrt y the eldeft of his four fons, to be pro- 
claimed king. He was then in the tenth year of his age ; and 
it feems to have been the view of that ambitious princefs to 
have governed both kingdoms in his name : but Clotaire did 
not leave her fo much time as to difcover her plan. He had 
great intelligence in Aujlrafia and in Burgundy : he knew 
that the nobility in both kingdoms hated Brunehaut y and 
were little attached to the fons of Thierri ; and therefore he 
advanced with his army, without giving himfelf much pain 
about the forces that Brunchaut laboured to aflemble, tho’ 
they might eafily have b^en rendered much fuperior to his 
own k . The infatuated Brunehaut became an accomplice in 
her own deftruftion; (he fufpefted Gamier , who was mayor 
of tho palace in Aujlrafia\ but knowing he had a great in- 
tereft amongft the nations on the other fide of the Rhine y fhe 
confided to him the command of the army, and the perfon 
of Sigcbcrt ; but at the fame time fent an order to Alboin # 
who accompanied him, to difpatcli Gamier as foon as he 
had rendered the army complete. Alboin tore this order to 


k Gefta Rcgum Francorum, lib. xl. 


fltion irritated Thierri to fuch a 
degree, that he told his grand- 
mother in a rage that it was her 
ambition, and not her zeal for 
his reputation, that induced her 
to talk after this manner, fince, 
if what (lie aihrmed was true, 
that Theodohert was a fuppofiti- 
tious child, Bcrtkoaire could not 
be his niece, and that ihe had ifo 
right to upbraid him with mur~ 
ders, in whsah fhe had fo great a 
hand( if. This quarrel fwelled at 
laft fo high, that he was on the 
oint of killing her ; and from 
ence the fufpicion arofe, that, 
having made ufe of him to de- 
ftroy his brother, fhe, to fecure 
her perfon and power, removed 


him by poifon (2). In the 
daughter of his family we have 
mentioned the efcape of his foo. 
Childeberty which it feems gave 
infinite difquiet to Clotaire ; 
who, as an antient writer tells 
us, cruelty perfecuted a certain 
pious aljjjefs in the city of Arles* 
upon a rumour that a king 
was privately educated in her 
monaftery (3). It appeared 
from hence, that, in the fenfe 
of thofe times, all the children 
of Thierri , whatever their 
mothers might be, were 
confidered as kings of the 
Franks : however, this unhappy 
young man was never after-* 
vfards discovered. 


(1) Fredeg. Cbron. e. xli. Append, ad, Cbron. Greg . 7 ur<w* Aimo% lib . iu« 
(%) Fredeg. Cbron. cap. xl?. Aimon y lib , iii. Append, ad Cbron. Greg. Tk- 
ron. (3) Fredeg. Cbron . cap. xlii. Vitae S % Rujlic , nn. 17, 18, fare. 2, 
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pieces, which fome perfon, who obfetyedhim gathered up; 
and having put it together, fo as tlfat the fenfe might ap- 
pear, carried it to Gamier , who diflembling his knowlege 
of what was intended, engaged the nobility both in Anjlra- 
Jia and in Burgundy to abandon Brunehaut, as foon as Clo» 
taire's army approached near them. Of TbicrrV s four ions, 
Sigebert and Corbon were put to death by Clotaire* s orders: 
£ hildebert was carried away and never feen afterwards : as for 
Maroveus 9 to whom Clotaire had been fpuufor, he fent him 
into his own dominions, and caufed him to be bred up there 
as a private man 1 . In the end, Briinchaut herfelf was betrayed 
into his hands; and to gratify the nobility, whom fhe had 
generally provoked, after the bittereft reproaches, fome that 
were well and others that were ill* founded, he flittered her 
to be led for three days about the camp/nnd expofed to the 
clamours and outrages of all who could be mean enough to 
infult a great queen in her mifery. At length file was* tied by 
the leg and the arm to rhe tail of an untamed horfe, which 
running full fpeed quickly dafhed out her brains; after this 
her mangled body being taken up by fome charitable perfon, 
or, as others fay, by the foldicrs, was con fumed to afhes; 
but thefe wretched remains afterwards found a tomb, in which 
they remain at this day m (L). In fuccceding times fome 
attempts have been made to vindicate hen, memory, 

Clo- 

1 Fredfgarii Chi:on. cap. xl. xli. m Adom. Chron* 

Fredegarij Chron. Aimon. 

(L) If we were to take the clous French writer ; but rhetoric 
character of Brunebant from the and conje&uies will do nothing 
epiftles written to hej by Gre - againft fads. We may, and 

f ory the Great, or even from the indeed we ought to agree, that 
liftory off- the bifhop of Tours \ thofe who wrote under the im- 
we mould fuppofe her a very mediate defendants of Clotaire , 
different perfon from what might make theiratourt by ex- 
other hiftorians reprefent her. aggerating the wickcdhei's of 
But both thefe Gregories died this princefs. We ought alfo 
many years before her, and to allow that (lie was a very 
both had v^ry particular reafons extraordinary woman: {he 
to fpeak well of her as long as founded many monafteries, 
they lived (4). It is true fhe erected feveral churches, built 
has been defended byjtfariana 9 many hofpitals, railed prodi- 
as being a native of Spain , and gious caufeways, and, in fhort, 
by Cor&imofy a learned and judi- yr as fhe founder of fo many 

( 4 ) Gregcr. magn . lib. v. tp. 5, 51, 59, lib. jrii. ep % * 5. Greg. Turin, lib, 
r* <ap* I • 

pther 
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Clotaire II. wa#now the abfolute matter of the whole Clotair^ 
empire of the Franks , and refolved to continue To. He mafter 

tied the three mayors of the palace, who from this time °f 
became a fort of viceroys, and treated the nobility with *f w * , *£" 
much milduefs and familiarity, tie was not gne of thofe 
refined politicians who, put on the appearances of virtues, of c h an pesbis 
which they have no feeling in their hearts, but thought the cw ^j 
fhorteft method beft; and that to become a good prince, and bt* 
was the moft efFeftual means of being believed fo. He efta- comes a 
blifned that freedom which the great lords were afraid he Mild 
would fupprefs, but with it he eftabliihed the power of the princt* 
law, which he obferved with great punctuality; for which 
reafon people faw no harm in his requiring the fame degree 
of refpeCt Aiould be (hewn to it by others n . He might have 
extended his dominions, but he chofe rather to govern them, 
and to extirpate thoTe vices that, from the licentioufnefs of 
> the times, were grown both frequent and flagrant. In order 
to this fie held a general council at Paris , where he recom* 
mended it in a particular manner to the prelates to reftore the 
ancient difcipline of the church. He iiiftituted alfo a kind 
of parliaments, or courts, held in his palace, for determin- 
ing what in the Latin of thofe times was ftiled placita, in 
French plads , and in our own language picas °. He carried 
this fo far, that when the governor of the remoter part of 
Burgundy Lonfpircd^gainft him, and he had him in his hands, 
he remitted I im to the jultice of that court, and by their fen- 
icnce he ws beheaded; and this example prevented any 
other confpiiacy in his reign p . He permitted the Lombards 

n Frhdegarii Chron. cap. xliii. ° Gefta Regum Fran- 
coruni. Aimun. p Fre deg arii Chron. comin. cap. xliv. 

other public works, that the it was opened, and nothing dif- 
monk Aimon exprelfes the ut- covered That could at all dif- 
moft amazement that a finglfc credit (he general tuition on 
queen could perform fo many * this head of what the old 4 ii(to- 
and fo greawhings in fuch dif- rians have aflerted 9 fince there 
ferent places; but this ihews were allies, burnt bones, and 
that (he had boundlefs autho- the rowel of a fpur, which it is 
rity, and immenfe wealth, at known was the cuftom in thofe 
her difpofal (5). The tomb of times to fix to the fides of the 
this queen Bnmehaut is (till to horfes, that were (Med in fuch 
be feen in the abbey of St. executions, in order to render 
Martin at Autun , which (he tRem the^nore furious (6 J. 
founded, and where in 1632 

(5) A'mon t lib . iv. P, Faucbet, ’ (6) Frtdtg. CbroM, cop* xlil* 

Qtjia Begum Francium, P. Daniel . 
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to redeem thf annual tribute they paid his predeceffors, by 
laying down the amount of three years at once, for which he 
is feverely qpnfurcd by modern writers, who think that in 
this he departed from his dignity: but it feems Clctaire 
thought the t , dignity of a king confided in governing his 
own fubje&s well, and in being upon good terms with his 
neighbours q . 

Reigns The king, in order to lefTen his fatigues, fent his eldeft 
wifl-glory, f on D (l g 0 b ar t to reflde at Metz, with the title of king of 
and dies in ^ u ji ra j' ia9 detaching however from thence tame diftri&s that 
f eaCh lay at a great didance, and feme others that were requifite 
to a due communication between the territories referved 
A. D. un ^ er own power. He alfo appointed him for his mini- 
622. fters, Arnoul, bifhop of Metz, and Pepin, mayor of the palace 
in that kingdom r . His government refembled that of his 
father’s: fo that, by the mildnefs of it, many of the bar- 
barous nations, that hitherto had preferred freedom in woods . 
* and morafles, voluntarily fubmittecl themfelves, and' became 
liis {itbje&s. As foon as he arrived at a proper age, Clotairc 
cau fed him to be married ; and upon that occafion entertained 
him in a mod fplendid manner at one of his country palaces, 
declaring at the fame time, that he affbeiated him in the go- 
vernment'. This did not hinder the young prince from 
demanding, in a very peremptory manner, that all the cities 
and diftriics, formerly belonging to it, fhould be re-united to 
the kingdom of Aujtrafia, which highly provoked Clot air e. 
At length this difpute was left to the deci/ion of twelve 
prelates and barons, who determined that fuch of the places 
as lay mod conveniently for the young king diould be yielded 
to him, and that he fimuld quit all claim to the red: *. An 
infurrc£tion happened among the Cafcons, which was quickly 
fupprefled, without any efliifion of blood; but it was other- 
wife with the Saxy’j, Bericaldc , their dnkc, defpifing the 
pacific temper of the two kings, and having drawn many 
bdrjr'arofis nations into his aljjance, threw of his dcpendance 
on Da Robert, and made an irruption into Aujfrafia with a 
. powerful army. The young king marched agamft'him with 
all the forces that he could immediately alfernble, but had the 
misfortune to be defeated, and very narrowly cfcaped being 
killed, his hcad-piccc being cleft by the droke of a fword. 
He rciirecl with the remains of his forces to an entrenched 
camp, and feat to his fathej for a did a ace \ Clotaire marched 

1 Gefta Regum Francorum. r Aimon. * Fkedeg; 
Chroft*. comm, c liii. 1 Gefts? Regum Francorum cap. 

advii. u Freulg. Chror.. coutin. c. Uii» 

• ’ - With 
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with all pollible hafte to join him, and immediately after ad- 
vanced towards the Saxons , who were encamped on the other 
fide the JVefer . The two armies being drawn up in order 
of battle, Bertoalde abufed the king in the grofleft language, 
which fo provoked Clot air e, that he plunged wito the river 
on horfeback, followed by his guards and fome of the prin- 
cipal nobility, when charging the Saxons with great fury, 
he killed their duke with his own hand ; and having ordered 
his head to be cut off, caufed it to be placed on the top of a 
pike and carried at* flie head of his army, the beft part of 
which had by this time palled the river : the enemy werp 
foon routed with prodigious (laughter w . He did not fur- 
vive this vidlory many months, but lived and died in full 
pofleflion of the hearts of his people, as appears from hi$ 
being (tiled in fome # aptidit monuments Clotairc le Grand , 
and in others le Dcbonnaire x . On the death of Gamier, 
a who was mayor of the palace in Burgundy , he fummoned the 
nobility To chufe another : but having intimated his inclina- 
tions in a fhort fpeech they waved the election, and chofe to 
live under his immediate adminiftration, which was the 
higheft mark of popularity and confidence that they* could 
beftow, and a very lingular inftance of his policy, who chofe 
to obtain, in the mofl gentle manner, what he might have 
taken through the plenitude of his power ; but he knew 
that an abfolute monarch muff reign in the minds, as well A.D 628* 
as over the bodies, of his fubjedts He died in the forty- 
fifth year of his Jife % 

Dagobert fucceeded his father in the kingdoms of Neu> Dagobert 
Jlria and Burgundy , partly through his intrigues, and partly fucteeds his 
through the terror of his army, to the prejudice of his father in 
younger brother Charihert ; who, according to the cuftom, all bis do* 
not to fay the law, of the Franks , ought to have had at leaft minions, 
one of thefe kingdoms a . He had indeed a fmall party for an ^ 
him: after a feint ftruggle Dagobert prevailed. B^the ad- C f m *]** 0 
vice of his minifters however he, of his own accord, beftowed^^ * * 
pn Charihert X he country between the Loire and the Pyrenees ; p rance- 
upon wl/tch he took the title of king of Aquitaine , and fixed 
bis refidence at Touloufe b . Dagobert began his reign by 
viliting the kingdom of fiurgwidy, where his father had not 
been in perfon fince the office of .mayor of the pjlace had 

w Gefta Regum Francorum. A^mon, x Fredeg, , 

Chron. P. Daniel. * Gefta iRegum Francorum. 

* Fredeg. Chron. Gefta Regum Francorum. a Geft. 

Dagobert, FredegarIi Chron. b Gefta RegujnTrai.- 
eorum. 

" been 
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been fupprefled ; and where, having nb fuperior, the nobility 
had ran into great exceffes and disorders : the king applied 
himfelf to redreffing thefe, with all the fpirit and diligence 
poffible. He was not only acceffible, but affable to all forts 
of people, and borrowed from his meals, and from his fleep, 
time to inquire into and redrefs grievances c . But all was 
not after this manner ; for, on his return from this progrefs, 
he repudiated his wife, under pretence that (he was barren : 
and having once tranfgrefled the bounds of virtue and reli- 
gion, he left them every day at a greater diftancc, infomuch 
that he was not afhamed to have three queens at a time d. 
The truth is, that Arnoul, bilhop of Metz , had a great in- 
fluence over this monarch, who had bred him from a child ; 
and, fo long as he remained in the miniflry, Dagobert re- 
tained the charatter of being the greatell: prince that had 
hitherto reigned over the Franks : but Arnoul having quitted 
his fee and his employment, for a life of folitude and retire-, 
ment, Dagobert became carelefs and diffolute, notwithftand- 
ftanding all that Pepin , and the remains of the old miniftry, 
could fay to reftrain him ; and yet, by a piece of injuftice, 
but too frequent, the people of Aiiftrajia imputed to the 
minifters all the mifehiefs to which they were expofed, and 
earneftly prefled the king to give up Pepin to their refen t- 
ment; but Dagobert, thoroughly acquainted with his inno- 
cence, had both the courage and the honour to protett him. 
Cbariberty king of Aquitaine , dying, Dagobert took poffef- 
iion of his dominions, and of his treafures, though he left 
feveral children, who were the vi&ims of their uncle’s am- 
bition c : an aflion, in all refpe&s, as iniquitous as it was 
unnatural and inexcufable. 

The war About this time a war broke out with the numerous and 


with the potent nation of the Sclavonians ; who, like' the Franks , 
Sclavoni- were divided into&veral tribes, occupied a vaft country, and 
3n y were n C t i n ^ ei ^ or * n va l°ur to any of their neighbours f . 
f <wibna *^*7 ^ at t ^' 1S tIme ^ 0r k‘ n R a ^ ran 8 er » w ^ 10 came 

Hvforefem amon gft t ^ iem at m no higher chara&er "ihan that of a 
and unto- pedlar ; his name was Samon ; but whether a nativfrof France 
ward can- or of Hainault is very uncertain. He managed his private 
fequeuces. affairs fo well as to become rich ; the Sclavonians judged 
from thqpcc that his talents might be ufieful to the public ; 
they made the trial, and they had no reafon to repent it. In 
compliance with thecuft<*n of the country, he married twelve 


c fREDEGARii Chron. Geft. Dagobert. d Gefta Re- 
gum rraacorum. e Fr e deg. Chron. cap. lxxii. f Gefta 
Kegura Francorum, . 
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wives, by whom he had twenty-two fons and fifteen dangn- 
ters. He was wife and brav£. Dagobert had fent an ambaf- 
fador to complain of forne injuries that had beeft done to 
traders who were his fubjefts This miniftcr was very un- 
fit for his employment. Samon exprefled a concern for what 
had happened, and offered to concert proper meafures to pre- 
vent the like for the future. The Franks took this ill, and 
told Samon he might think himfelf and his people honoured, 
if they were coniider^l as fervants to the king his matter. 
Samon anfwered, wifh great moderation, that they fhould 
not difdain that title, provided the king honoured them with his 
friendfhip. Friendfiiip ! replied the What friendfhip can 
there be between Chriftians, worfhippers of the true God, 
and fuch pagan dogs as yoij and your fubjefts ? Be it fo, 
friend, faid Samon ; baifttince it is your cuftom to cheat, to 
abufe, and to infult us, you mutt not wonder we make ufe 

our teeth, who are dogs, or that we bite you as often as 
you deferve it. Upon the reprefentation of this accompJiflied 
jninifier, Dagobert , having firft engaged the Allemans and 
th$ Lombards to aft as his allies, began the war, in which he 
was very far from being fuccefsful h . This gave him fuch 
an averfion to thefe barbarous people as produced an aftion, 
which did no great credit either to his religious or political 
principles. The Bulgarians being ill-treated by the Abares , 
with whom they had fiitherto lived united as if they had been 
but one people, took flielter, to the number of nine thonfand, 
in the country of the Bavarians , who were fubjefts to Dago- 
fart, and defired to put themfelves under his protection. 
They had winter-quarters given them for the prefent, and a 
promife that lands fhould be afligned them ; but from a jea* 
loufy, or rather timidity, unworthy of a great prince, orders 
were fent to the Bavarians to cut them off as they lay dif- 
perfed through their country ; which was% completely exe- 
cuted, that not above feven IfUndred efcaped, who* threw 
themfelves into the territories of the Sclavonians K Abdht 
this junftgre Dagobert aflifted Sifenand to mount the throne 
of Spain , on a promife that he fhould fend him the famous 
gold bafon weighing five hundred pounds, which the Roman 
general Aetius prefented to Torrifmond, king of the Goths ; 
but he, not being able to keep his word, was obligecUto com- 
promise the matter, by paying him an immenfe fum of money k . 
The Saxons perceiving how much Dagobert was difturbed by 
the continual irruptions of the Sclavonians , which w r ith all 

i) * 

* Fredec. Chron. c. 68. h Gefla Regum Francorum, 
1 Fr$deg. Chron.* c. 77** k Gefla Regum Francorum. 
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Jus cafe he could not prevent or fupprefs, conceived this to 
be a proper jun&ure for them to c be rid of the annual tribute 
of five hundred head of cattle impofed upon them by Clotaire 
the firfh The method they took was very Angular ; for 
inficad of caking up arms, or joining themfelves to the Sla- 
vonians, they petitioned Dagobert to remit their tribute, in 
confideration of their defending their frontier againft the 
Sclavonians , which they offered to take upon themfelves, to 
which Dagobert readily confented ; but from this time the 
Saxons did not either pay the tribute, defend the frontier l . 
But the king was fo much perplexed by the depredations of 
one nation of Barbarians y that he had not either leifure or 
force to fubdue the other ; fo that they procured by their 
cunning what they had attempted in vain by force of arms. 
It may be Dagobert atted right, anMl .avoided an in fur region, 
which, in his circumflances, mull have given him much 
trouble. L • 

D obert ano ^ ier expedient was found, which, though it 

fubduesthe not ver Y acceptable to Dagobert , he thought requi- 

Gafcons, ^ lte t0 a dmit. This expedient confifted in declaring his fon 
obliges the Sigebert , then a child of three years old, king of Aujirafia . 
count of This he did, and appointed Cunibert y bifhop of Cologne , to 
Bretagne be his governor, and Adalgife y duke of the palace, which 
to do him fome think was a different office from that of mayor, which 
homage y was p re fer ved to Pepin , though*bthers believe Adalgife 

and dies t0 h ave been his fucceflor, and that the king chofe rather to 
A D 6 r a PP°* n * to l ^ at °®ce than part with Pepin from about 
" his perfon m . We cannot pretend to fay how this expedient 
operated ; but that it did operate is very certain. It is very 
.probable that the people of Aujirafia found great inconveni- 
ence in the king's refiding confhmtly at Paris , or at fome of 
his country palaces a fmall diftance from that city, and were 
very defirous of having a court of their own, in which, tho” 
a chilc^ bore the title of king,* yet, having all the prerogatives 
annexed to that dignity, and the proper officers to carry them 
itito execution, they found themfelves much more at their 
ttfe ; apd, to preferve thefe advantages, a£ted fo vigoroufly 
under their own officers on the frontiers, that they quickly 
cured the Sclavonians of any inclination to approach them n . 
The fajne year the king had another fon born, to whom he 
gave the name of Clovis . The rejoicings upon this occafioa 
were fcarce ended, whtn the prelates and nobility of the 
kingdoms of Neitflria and Burgundy intreated Dagobert to de- 
ft. • 

1 Fredeg. Chron. c. 74. m Aimon. G$fta Regum 

Francoiuw. - * Fr$dsg. Chron* 

dare 
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dare him his fucceffor iif regard to thofe two crowns. This 
he accordingly did, and, by an authentic inftrument, fettled 
the manner in which all Ms dominions were to be divided 
between thefe two infant princes °. The French Liftorians 
differ much in their fentiments as to the reafons^ which in- 
duced the lords in Neuftria and Burgundy to take this ftep ; 
but it feems pretty evident, that the king’s own conduft, 
at the beginning of his reign, was the fource of it ; his am- 
bition infpired him with the defign of making himfelf 
mailer of the whole g*>narchy, which they, judging to be 
prejudicial to their interells, though they could not prevent 
it then for want of an army and a fuccelfor, declared they 
refolved to avoid for the future by fuch a precaution. The 
Gafcons and Bretons , prefuming on the indolent temper of 
Dagobert , had renewed theiv excurficns into his dominions ; 
the former were the ritoft troublefome, and had the greateft 
fgrcc. Againft them, therefore, Dagobert fent a numerous 
army, conflnanded by the flower of his young nobility, under 
a general in years, of diftinguifhed bravery and great repu- 
tation. He quickly reduced the Gafcons to fuch diflrefs, by 
clofing up their caves and burning their cabins, that they 
were conftrairied to implore the king’s clemency ; which Da* 
gobert was fure to extend, as having nothing more in view 
than to fpend his days in quiet p . He then fent a minifter 
to the Bretons , a man # of a charafter very different from him 
who occafioned the war with the Sclavonians ; this minifter 
was St. Eloij originally a goldfmith, now a ftatefman, and 
afterwards bi/hop of No ion. He managed his negotiation 
with fuch addrefs, that he engaged the prince of Bretagne 
to renew the antient treaties, to give an hoftage for the due 
performance of them, and for his coming in perfon to Paris 
to do homage to Dagobert. The name of this count of Bre- 
tagne was Judicael, who had a high reputation for prudence 
and piety ; whom the king received with kindnefs, and dif- 
milfed with honour. The duke* of the Gafcons was foffced to 
follow his example, and brought many of the chiefs of bis 
little nation with him *. Thefe events muft have been very 
grateful to a monarch of his difpofltion ; but he did not long 
fuivu*e.the fatisfattion they gave him, fince he died of a 
dyfentery, on the 19th of January , in the year fix hundred 
and thirty-eight, at Epinai , a palace of his upon tRe river 
Seine, not far from Paris , in the fixteenth year of his 
reign over Auftrajia , in the tenth * from «ihe death of his 

0 Gefta Regum Francorum. Geft. Dacobert. p FreAIkc. 
Chron. * Gella Jlegum Francorum. Gcil. Dagobert. 

father, 
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father, and the thirty-fixth of his a gz (M). His corpfe was 
carried fro&i thence, and interred with great folemnity in the 
abby of St. Denis r . • 

s r Fredeg. Chron. 

(M) It is *o very eafy ta fkto two miftrefles, whofe names 
fettle the number and the order were Colgonde zn&Bertilde. Not- 
of this prince's wives. It is withftanding this, we find thd 
pretty plain, that, by his father’s piety of Dagobert magnified by 
airedion, Z)/*£<?^r/firltefpoufed the monk, who undertook to 
Gomatrude, the younger filler of write die hiflory of his reign, 
his mother-in-law Sichilde, and chiefly fln account of his found- 
theaunt of his brother Alibcrt ; mg the monaftery of St. Dents j 
which very probably might con- to which it is faid he was ex- 
tribute, as well as her barren- cited by a very ridiculous acci- 
nefs, to his repudiating her. dent, not worth repeating * but 
He had next Ragretrude, but dnafmuch as he took the liberty 
whether as* concubine or queen to fpofl the church of St. Hilary 
may be doubted ; by her, how- of Poitiers, the bifliop of that 
ever, he had Sigebert, whom, to that diocefe, after Jiis deceaffe, 
content the nobility of Auftra - pretended to have feen in a vi- 
fia , he placed on the throne be- fion the foul of Dagobert car- 
fore he was well out of the ried by demons on board z 
cradle (6). After this, with veflel bound for their fiery re- 
fome extraordinary delibera- gions, and cruelly beaten in 
tion, and the confent of the no- his pafTage, till St. Denis, have- 
bility, he efpoufed Nantilde ; ing taken to his afliftance St. 
but one can lcarce, from thefe Maurice and St. Martin, came 
circumftances, conceive that fhe to his relief, and delivered him 
was at this time a nun, and out of their hands (9). It is a 
that it was by the confcnt of melancholy thing to be obliged 
his nobility he took her out of to tranferibe fuch idle tales, 
the cloifter, which, however, is but it is much more melan- 
exprefsly faid by the old hi (to- choly to relied, that, for many 
rian, in thefe words (7) : “ Cum ages together, fuch idle tales 

confilio Francorum , Nantil - were regarded as ferious truths * 
“ dem unam ex pjjpllis de mo- but as this was really the cafe, 
“ nafterio, in matnmonium ac- and becomes thereby the cha- 
™ ciplbns, reginamfublimavit.’ , raderiftic of thofe ages, we are 
Jr^order to be rid of foftrange from thence put under a neccf- 
an abfurdity, fome modern fity of transcribing them, fine#' 
Critics have fuggefted the read- nothing elfe can perfuade the' 
ing minifterio inftead of mo - reader, that -*he fads, which' 
najlerio , and then of a nun (he really compofe the h ; »£#ry of 
will become only a maid of thofe times, coaid ever have 
honour (8). He had befides happened. 

(6) Fredegarii SchobJHci fipifome & Cbrenicon , c, 57, Les Antiquites & 
Ktfioi> es Gauloifes paemle P Fauehet. ‘ Htftoire de France parM . le P. G . franieL 
|7) Frideg. Chron. c. 58 llifione de France, per M . Chalons. (8) tbjloire 

de M’snce, par U P. G. Danirt. ffijfoire d France , par M. Chalons. ( 9) 

Fredeg Chron. c. 58. Aimoni Monacbi incliti Catnobii S . Germans lihri quinque 
dageflis Francorum r lib, iv, c. ao» % 
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At the demife of thft monarch the wealth of the kingdom Sigebert 
W^s great, and there were few courts in Europe more fplendid H. king of 
than that of Paris . St. Eloi , who, as we beforg obferved, Auftrafia, 
was originally a goldfmith, had made for Clotaire the fecond 
a chair of ftate of mafly gold, and a throne qf the fame V. s 
metal fot* Dagobert ; but towards the clofe of his reign things Ncuftria 
began to decline, yet in no proportion to what they did^ Bur- 
afterwards s . It feems that at the time of his demife there gundy, 
was no mayor of the palace in Burgundy ; but recommending 
one of his minifter*, *whofe name was JEga, to his queen 
Nantildc , as the propereft perfon to direft the affairs of the 
young king, he was prefently advanced to that important 
poft ; upon which Pepin and fome other Aufirafidn lords re- 
turned into their own country. He fummoned immediately A.D.639; 
the prelates and nobility to«do homage to Clovis , which they 
very willingly performed ; but at the fame time many of them 
complained that they had fuffered injuftice in the former 
reign, and that they hoped redrefs from the equity of the 
prefent government. The new minifter promifed to content 
them, and he did all that was in his power to keep his word 
Soon after came ambafladors from Sigebert , king of Aujlrajia 9 
to demand his fhare of his father’s moveables and treafure, 
purfuant, as is very likely, to that king’s will. A conference 
was held for this purpofe at Compeigne, where the bilhop of 
Cologne and Pepin afiifted ; there one third of the treafures 
which the king had acquired fince his marriage was fet apart 
for the queen, and the remainder divided between his fons u . 

This was one of the laft afts of Pepin's miniftry, who died 
foon after with the reputation of a - faint. 

The minority of the two kings, Sigebert and Clovis, gave reign 
rife to that extravagant power which was exercifed in fuc- ^Sige- 
ceeding times by the mayor of the palace, and which was in bert, king 
fome meafure grounded on the behavioui* of Pepin and JEga, <f Aultra- 
both men of great parts, true piety, ana uncorrupted pro- 
bity. To the former of thefe, fucceeded his fon Gfimoqjde^ a f tcr " i: 
who made his way to that poft by the murder of Otho , his “ ea f ^ 
rival, anti we may from thence be fatibhed that he was no a 
faint w . His intention of removing Rcdolfc, duke of Thu-j^^ 
nngm, from his government, produced an infurreftion, in 
which that duke was totally beaten, and compelled to take 
fheltcr in a fortrefs, or intrenched camp, where he # collc6ted A.D.64Q. 
all the remains of his forces, with a full resolution of making 

• 

* Gefta Regum Francorum. x Fredec. Chron. u Gefta. 

Regum Francorum. ^ Fred eg. Chron. c. 79. Vfta St. 

Elia. 
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an obftinate^ defence ; but, in all probability, this would 
have ended in his own deftru&ion, if a fpirit of diflention 
had not brpke out in the king of ?lujlrafw'% camp ; for Gri - 
moalde carried his mafter, young as he was, into the lield ; 
but thofe, \yho hated that minifter, prevented his attacking 
Rodolfo with the whole of the army, and by this means that 
part of it which did attack was beaten. Upon this a ne- 
gotiation enfued, which ended in a peace very difhonourable 
to the young king, who confented that Rodolfo ftiould retain 
his government, upon his promife to faithful for the fu- 
ture x . He governed after this, if, in truth, he could befaid 
to govern at all, fourteen years, or, as fome compute, fix- 
teen ; but we know nothing of what he did in that time, 
except that he built and endowed monaftcries, from whence 
he came to be reputed a faint. •Grimoalde pretended that, 
in defpair of having a fon, he adopted liis, and delired that 
he might fucceed him y . But after this, notwithftanding, he 
had a fon, named Dagobcrt , by his queen Inncchihfe , whom 
on his death-bed he recommended, with great tendernefs* 
to the care of Grimoalde , his mayor of* the palace. This 
monarch died at Metz, and was buried in the church of 
St. Martin , in the fuburbs of that city ; from whence his re-* 
mains were removed to Nancy , on the demolition of that 
church, when the French, in 1552, were preparing to fuftain 
a fiege, under the command of the dukg Do GmJ'e *. 

The reign Clovis the fecond, king of Nenjlria and Burgundy , was* 
cyClovis carefully brought up by his mother queen Nantilde and the. 
II. and mayor of the palace Mga. After the dcceafe of the latter, 
tbs injuf- the nobility of Neuftria chofe for his fucceffor Ercbinoald , or, 
tice done to as he is commonly called, Archamb&ud \ concerning whofc 
his me- charatter authors differ ; but, if we judge from his aftions* 
mory by h e a pp ears to have been an attive and an honeft minifter a . 
/ e monks, rpj^ q Ueen ^\{ 0 have a mayor of the palace in Bur* 

gundy , and through her influence the nobility chofc Flaochat 9 
whp mSVried her niece, a man of fuch pride and paflion, 
that, having quarrelled with the governor of the farther 
Burgundy , he caufed him to be murdered, though he had 
been reconciled to him in the moft folemn manner; which 
might probably have excited fome.diforders in the ftates* if 
Flaochat himfelf had not died foon after of a fever. The 
nobility Sf Burgundy did not replace him, fo that both king- 
doms were governed by Archambaud . This minifter having 

b 

* Gefta Regum Francorum, c. 43.^ Fred no. Chron. c. 79. 
y Di^Ches me, tom. i. p. 727. " z Vita San&i Sigcberti* 

n. 15. a Frsdeo. Chron. e. Adon. 
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prefented to the kingf a very beautiful Have, Darned Batild t 
whom he had bought of fome Englijb merchants, the mon- 
arch became quickly fo # enamoured of her, that he took 
her to his bed, and foon after declared her his queen b . She 
mult have been a very extraordinary woman* for (he is 
highly commended by all who mention her, fince, to do her 
honour, the vulgar, inftead of reproaching her with the 
meannefs of her former condition, invented a fable of her 
being a princefs born, and fince, having a large fhare in the 
government, fhe gave indubitable prorfs of her great capa- 
city. The only remarkable adVion of Clovis's life, was, his 
caufing the filver fhrines in the monaftery of St. Denis to 
be melted, and coined into money, to purchafe corn in a time 
of fcarcity for the relief of the poor c . Though by his 
royal authority, with the *confent of Landeric , bifhop of 
Pdris , he exempted tfiis convent from all ecclefiaftical jurif- 
dj&ion, yet the monks gave out, that, for this aft of impiety, 
he becam? difordered in his fenfes, and that the weaknefs 
and llupidity of the father became intailed upon his de- 
scendants d . Modern hiftorians have truly obferved, that this 
lying judgment was invented, partly to deter other princes 
from having recourfe, in times of public calamity, to the 
treafnres of the church, and partly to make their court to 
the fecond race of French kings, who deprived the pofterity 
of Clovis of their territories, under the plaufible pretence of 
their being unable to govern them (N). He had by his queen 
three fons, Clot air e> Childeric , and Thierri . We mull now 
return to A uftrajia i 

Grimoalde, 


b Vita S. Bathildis. Gefta Regum Francorum. • Aimon. 
lib. iv. 041.43. Gefta Regum Francorum. d Fredeg. 
Chron. Gefta Regum Francorum. Aimon^ 


(N) Wheh it is fairi, as we 
find it in many of the French 
hiftorians, that Clovis the fe- 
cond was the firft of the ftupid 
of indolent kings. We are to 
linder&ailtfttris of his falling, in 
the two*taft years of his life, in- 
to a ftate of lunaCy, concerning 
Which foinething has been faid 
in the text : but in cafes of this 
Harare it is always belt to de- 


rive our knowlege fromoffgin^J 
authors (1); The monk then, 
from whofe relation all that 
other hiftorians have faid is 
borrowed, fpeaks thus : “ This 
prince fpent all his days in 
peace; but fo fortunc % would 
have it, that, towards the 
clofe of his life, he came, as 
if it had bee* to pray, to the 
tc dormitory, where St. Diony- 


(1) Monacb . Dionyf, anngl, 

ffop. Hist. Voi.XXUt. 
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Dagobcrt GRIM04LDE, a$ far as can be cfifcovered, caufed Dago - 
teprjld bert , the Ion of his matter Sigcbcrt , to be proclaimed and 

mdexiUdy acknowleged king ; but how long he fufFered him to wear 
t ^ at tlt ^ e 1S ver ^ uncertain c - He had not the cruelty to put 
bert Jub- tQ death . but having employed Didon, bilhop of Poitiers , 
ietofed 1 $ t0 ^ ave ^ ent him t0 a monaftery, in fome of the 

Childeric ' we ^ ern iflands of Scotland \ and then, giving out he was 
f laced on dead, advanced his own foil Childcbert , under pretence of 
the throne . 

Gefta Regum Francorum, cap. *43. Vita Sanfli Sige- 
berti. 

44 fuis the martyr and his fellow “ and reign.” Later Kifforians 
44 faints were repofed, and, be- have referred the king’s weak- 
ihg defirous to have fome of ,ncfs of mind to his voluptuous 
44 their relicks with him, he courfooflife, and to his excefles 
commanded that the fe- in wine and women (2). But it 
44 pulchre fhbuld be opened; is fome what (Iran ge, that th®fe, 
“ when looking upon the corpfe who had good feme enough to 
* l of the blefled and excellent rejeft the judgment, fhould ne- 
“ martyr and prieft Dionyfius , verthelefs think themfe^ves ob- 
44 with an irreligious and co- liged to account for the fatt. It 
44 vetous eye, he broke and is highly probable they were 
“ feized upon his arm bone, both tiue alike, or, in plain 
44 and, being ftupified, fell im- terms, that there was notafyl- 
44 mediately into madnefs. But lable of truth in either (3). His 
44 it was not on him alone that makifig free with the treafure* 
44 this fear and terror fell, but of this rich convent in a time 
44 on thofe who attended him, offcarcity is not to be difputed ; 
4( which, the place becoming and tho’ he replaced them, and 
“ dark of afudden, terrified them was in other refpedls a great 
" fomuch, that they placed all benefattor to the houfe,’yet, tft 
44 fafety in flight. After fome let afide what they eftcemed fo 
44 fpace of time, in order to dangerous a precedent, the 
44 recover his fenfes, he gave monks had recourfe to this 
certain lands*to the convent, pious fraud, and, as it came to 
14 aud, caufmg the bone to*be be afterwards countenanced 
1,4 richly infhrined in gold, fet from a maxim of ft ate, we need 
•* with precious ftones, he fent not wonder that it gained 
“ it back to be depofited with belief (4)* We^iall fee that 
4( the body. Some lucid inter- this attempt having fucceeded 
4f vals after this he had t but in fo well, tales of rh?. •Lkf nature 
44 the fpace of two years, with- were invented upon.p'herocca- 
41 01ft ever recovering his fenfes fiohs, apd met with the fame 
41 perfectly, he finiftied his life fortune (5). 

(2) Abreg, Cbror.otogique de I'HiJloire de France per h Si ear deMezeray t Re- 
Cf/tldet Rots de France !eur Couronne Jlfaifon par Jean dtt Tilfet . (3) Dtf- 
jertaticn au Sujet de not dernier 1 Rots , &c. par l' Abbe Vcrtot, (4) Noun) tile 

ISijhire de France par M, L.uii k Gendrc % U) Seethe next note, V Abbe 

Perttt, ubi f up % • • 
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his mailer’s adoption ,• to the throne ; which, ^however, he 
did hot long enjoy f . It does not appear, that the nobility 
had any fufpiclon of Ddgoberl' s being alive ; b*it they had 
no opinion of Grimoalde ’s fetting up his fon; and kuerefore 
they encouraged queen Innechilde to go to the <;ourt of king 
VloviSy and to demand his proteftion and fupport. This 
fpeedily produced a revolution ; for Archambaud, who was 
himfelf allied to the royal line, came with an army into Au~ 

Jlrafia , where he depofed Childcbcrt, carried away Grimoalde. 
prifoncr to Paris , *vdiere he peri (bed not long after, and 
placed his mailer’s fecond fon Childeric, then about three 
years old, upon the throne g . It does not appear what be* 
came of Childcbcrt ; but, in all probability, his youth, and 
his being barely the inftrument of his father’s ambition, 

{lived him from punilhmcsit. Clovis did not furvive this 
great event any long* time ; he is faid to have been addifled 
to women and to wine, and is, properly fpcaking, the firft 
of thofe # on whom the French writers have bellowed the op- 
probrious name of Les Rots Faineans, i. e. incapable or in- 
dolent princes ; though fome late writers have fufpefted this 
was rather contrived tc gratify the defendants of Pepin the 
Ihort, than the real fenfe of the people who lived under 
them, and who exprefled great regard for them h . 

Clotaire the third was immediately declared king of CJldtaire 
Burgundy and Ncujlrla , being about five years of age, under III. dies 
the tuition of his mother, queen Batilde y Ebroin being chofen without 
mayor of the palace *. We find different and very oppofite iffy* 
charafters of this miniller, fince the bell part of what is^ ,J ^\ 
Ailed the hiftory of France , under this period, is drawn ^ er . ^ * 
out of the lives of certain ecclefiaflics, who were reputed 
faints, and lived in thefe times. Accordingly, therefore, 
as thefe faints lived upon good or bad terms with Ebroin, 
his chara&ef appears in the writings of % their panegyrills. 

This feems to be tolerably cleiy, that, while the qu^pn had 
ho other rtinifter thaii him, ftie maintained the charafter^of 
a wife and virtuous princcfs, governing with great reputa- 
tion and tranquility, and her fon had all the refpeft and 
Obedience (hewn that his birth and dignity required ; but . 
afte^ fhe-J^rought Leger 9 bifhop of Autun, and Sigebrand \ 

* f Aimon, cap. 41. Gella Regum Francorum* Vim Sandli 
Sigeberti., s Vita San&i Boniti. Gella Regum Fran* 
comm. Axmon. h Memoire pout etabli* que le Royaume 
de France a hie fucceflif-^hereditaire dans la primiere Race, par 
Mr. De FoKgbmacne. •* Fa ed eg. Chrcyi. cap. 92, GelU 
Regum Francorum, cap 44, 45. 

O a who 
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who was alfo a billiop, though hiftory has not preferved the 
name of his # fee, into her cabinet, there was nothing but je^- 
loufy afcfl confufidn. This laft prelate was not only a man of 
atronblefome temper, which embroiled him with Ebroin, but 
of a fufpicious character likewife, which drew fome cenfures 
upon the queen, and, in a popular infurreftion, proved the 
caufe of his being facrificed to the public hate. That prin* 
cefs was fo much offended at this, that (he not only quitted 
the regency of her fon’s dominions^ and the court, but 
withdrew likewife from the world, retiring into the monaftery 
of Chelles , which {he had rebuilt, and in a manner refounded, 
and where Hie parted the remainder of her life in themoft ir- 
reproachable manner, univerfally refpedled and revered k . 
Ebroin, now left to himfelf, became in reality what his ene- 
mies reprefent him to have been always ; that is, haughty 
and covetous, vindi&ive in regard to his enemies, and op- 
prertive with refpeft to the people, which excited* umverfil 
difeontent. While things were in this critical fituation, 
Clotaire died, when he had reigned fourteen, and lived about 
nineteen years *. Upon this, Ebroin caufed Thierri , who, 
being a child at the breaft when his father died, had no pro- 
\ifion made for him, to be proclaimed king. The nobility 
and the people, confidering his tender age, and conceiving 
there would be no alteration in the government, rofe up im- 
A.D.673. mediately inarms, plundered the palacfe, feized the wealth of 
Ebroin, who retired to a monaftery to fave his life ; and, not 
content with this, caufed Thierri likewife to be thruft into a 
convent and {haved ; who it was not fo much as pretended 
had given the lead: caufe of complaint m . 

Childcric Childeric, king of Anjlrafia , being called to the throne, 
at Jit jl be- in this rime of confuiion, very readily accepted it; and, 
I'wes coming to take portertion of his new dominions at Paris, fom« 
yjijely,but Q f the nobility prelented his brother Thierri to him. The 
become^ feeing him in the habit 1 of a private man, and with his 

r'a'tand l° cks ^ orn » flowed great tendernefs and concern, and afked 
llrThn ^im, W ^ at cou ^ d° ^ or him t0 comfort him in his diftrefs \ 
mif? rally* Thierri anfwered, “ that he left his caufe entirely in the hands 
J " of God, who, in due time, would avenge him of thofe 
“ who had thus infulted him without the lealtprSvoSafiOn 

k Vita San&i Leodegarii. Vita San&i Bathildis. * Fre- 
dec. Chron. ca^. 92. tjefta Regum Francorum. Vita Sanfti 
Leodegarii. m Fred eg. Chron, Aim on. Vita Santti 
L«>degarii. 1 Frsbec. Chron. cap. 97. Gcfta Reguia 
Francorum. 
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The king ordered him* the beft apartments in tfa? monaftery 
of St, Denis , with liberal appointments for his fupport. The 
nobility, as foon as the ferment was a little ceafcd, held a 
kind of general aflembly, in which they recommended various 
things to their new king; fuch as, that he would reftore 
vigour to the laws, oblige the governors of provinces, and 
other minifters, to aft according to them, and that for the 
future he would not repofe his entire confidence upon any 
Angle minifter. ChilJeric , defirous of peace, and of enjoy- 
ing his pleafures, prcmAfed them whatever they afked°. But, 
notwithftanding this, Wulfoade , who had been mayor of the 
palace in Aujlrafia^ continued to aft in that capacity in all 
the three kingdoms ; but it mnft be owned his mafter did 
not rely entirely upon him ; Leger y bifliop of Autun, who 
had been his mother’^ minifter, and the principal author of 
this revolt, had a great fhare in his efteem. He was a man 
of a fingjilar charadter ; for, with great piety and incor- 
ruptible probity, he was opinionative and very narrow. He 
treated the king as if he had been his fcholar ; which in a 
little time difgufted him, and that to fuch a degree, that 
fupefling, or pretending to fufpeft, him of treafonable prac- 
tices, he caufcd him to be apprehended, and fent him to the 
monaftery of Luxeiiil , to pafs the reft of his days in retreat p. 
It was to this very convent that Ebroin had retired, and their 
misfortues having ex*inguifhed, or at leaft fufpended, their 
hatred, they became in appearance very good friends, and 
took their meafures together how to get once more abroad ; 
for, having been fo long ufed to courts, neither of them could 
digeft the autarkies or the privacies of a convent. In the 
mean time Childeric was employed in paving the way to his 
own deftruftion. He was naturally light and inconftant, 
and being young, without experience, and without the aflift- 
ance of wife minifters, gave a loofe %to his paffions : 
confidering y/hatever contradifted thpm as an aff # of dif- 
obedience, though founded in reafon and refpefl: to the la^vs, 
he became at firft wanton and wilful, and in the end cruel. 
This excited general difeontent; and the Franks were not in 
thefe days filent when difpleafed BodilJon , a man of qua- 

lity^ iiaCliig reprefented fome grievances to this prince pretty 
frefeiy^'ftvhen he happened to be in an ill humour, Qhllderic 
ordered hl& guards to lay him flat on the floor, and beat him 
fcverely J which they performed. %Bodillon y who was very 

f Vita Sanfti Leodegari^ Gefta Regum Francorum, ^ 47. 
P Vita Sanfli Leodcg. c. 6. * Fiu deg. Chron. c. 

<3 eft a Regum Prancoruin^ c. 49. 
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brave, and had many friends, aflembled them as foon as he 
^ras able, fyrprifed the king while he was hunting near one 
of his country palaces, and, after reproaching him bitterly, 
thruft him through with his fword. It had been well if his 
vengeance had flopped here ; but proceeding to the palace, 
with thofe who had perpetrated this murder, he there killed 
the unfortunate queen Blitide , or Bilichilde , then pregnant 
^nd near her time, and the innocent prince Dagobert , then 
in his infancy ; but another young prijjcy, afterwards named 
Daniel , efcaped this maflacre, and came in procefs of time to 
wear his father's crown r . There never was certainly a coun- 
try in a more wretched and deplorable condition than France 
at this time, without king, without magiftrate, without law, 
a wild and bloody anarchy prevailing. Others, imitating tho 
example of Bodillon , and being, or believing themfelves, in- 
jured, armed their friends and dependants, and wreaked 
their refentments without mercy, or gratified their atarice and 
their hate, almoft without giving themfelves the trouble of 
covering them with fpecious pretences s . Such were the con- 
fequences of this extravagant and extrajudicial flrokc of pri- 
vate juftice. 

Sigebert Wulfoade, mayor of the palace, thought himfelf fo 
rejlored to little in fafety, that he retired with what friends he had into 
his fa- Jujlrafia, in hopes of reftoring fome fprm of government to 

thers do- that kingdom, and perhaps of affembling, by degrees, a 
minions , ftrength fufficient to put an end to thefe diforders. Some 
which, think that with this view he proclaimed Dagobert the fecond, 
however, f on t0 king Sigebert , and who was returned out of Scotland, 
lutTf . Wulfrid, afterwards archbifhop of York, king of that 

nan ™ P art Aujlrafta which lay on the other fide the Rhine l . 
J ’ It feems more probable to others that he found him already 
king ; Childeric , vfho had a great refpeft for his mother Inne- 
childe, having confented that he fhould enjoy that part of his 
father’s* country u . But, taking advantage of thefe confu- 
fions, it is allowed that he extended his territories, and re- 
covered at length the beft part, if not all, of fcis father’s 
kingdom ; which he enjoyed, however, but a few years, be- 
ing treacheroufly killed as he was hunting, togethfia^aafomp 
writers fay, with hjs fon Sigebert , by the remnant c&Sfe/m- 
veterate faction of Grimoalde , who in the end exterminated 
fhe whole race of Clovis^ The bodies of Dagobcrk and Sige r 
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for* were interred at S&nai, where the former wgs invoked as 
a faint w . 

In a ffiort time after hi? brother’s death, Thicrgi , quitting Thierri is 
die monaftery of St . Denis, where he had lived as a private proclaimed 
man, but not as a monk, went to Nogent on thf Seint, now king, and 
called St, Cloud , and, being attended there by many of the is compels 
nobility, declared Lcudejie , the fon of ErcbinoalJ , mayor of i£ ^ t0 re ~ 
the palace. The bifhop of Autun , who, with Ebroin , had"**'*, 
quitted his monaftery and refumed his epifcopal function, - 
quickly joined the ikkig, and was very gracioufly received,^ ” 0 c 
though he had been the principal author of that revolt which the palace, 
occafioned his depolition \ Thierri himfelf, as appears by 
authentic charters, confidered this only as refuming the go- A.D.673. 
vernment, and not as inheriting the regal dignity from his 
brother Childcric . But the*hopes that had been conceived of 
Ebroin' s fubmitting were quickly diffipated. He drew to- 
gether his old friends, and chiefly fuch as had fuffered for 
him, ancF to thefq he added fuch of the banditti of all parties 
as thought it inconfiftent with their interefts, as well as re- 
pugnant to their inclinations, to fubmit to any government- 
His party being become very ftrong, he drove the king, 
through fear, from place to place, though he did not pre- 
tend to queftion his title ; but infiftcd that he ought to be 
replaced in his employment y. He puffied his diflimulation 
fo far as to invite Leuiefie , who then held it, to a conference; 
to which the latter, fincerely defirous of reftoring peace, 
willingly confented ; but in his way thither was aflalfinated. 

This railed fo general and fo juft an averfion to Ebroin , that 
he faw it would be more difficult for him than ever to fucceed 
in his defign ; upon which, retiring into Aujlrajia , he fet up 
an unknown youth, upon whom he beftowed the name of 
Clovis , and the quality of fon of Clot air e, which gained 
him fo great an accelfion of ftrength, lqpre efpecially as he 
affirmed that Thierri was desyi, that he became more formid- 
able than ever z . The firft ufe he made of his pow?r \\%s to 
fend a ftrong body of forces, under the command of fome 
lords as kicked as himfelf, and two biffiops, who had been 
(Jepofed for a variety of crimes, to invert Autun ; where, to 
pryfci Ce ^^e^city, the biffiop, who was the objett of his 
VWt^dncrf, furrendered himfelf into their hands ; and they, 
hy his ctireclions, put out his eyes, and would havl left him 
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to ftarve, if /he duke of Champagne , out of pure humanity, 
had not relieved him a . 

After It might have been imagined, that the miferable fituation 
many years of the bilhop of Autun would have fatiated the malice of 
tyranny % Ebroin , and t^iat the king’s accepting hiin in quality of mayor 
fcbroin, ofthe palace, to which he was compelled, and which, in 
mayor of e fF c ft ? was receiving him for his mafter, might have gratified 
t : e t a « c f> his ambition b . Ebroin , however, was not either appeafed 
atcd^ Jn or contewt * He publiflied a general amnefty, that he might 
fix his own power upftn the firmeft bafes *, and, when he had 
A.D.682 brought things into tolerable order, he made nofciupleof 
' declaring, that, notwithftanding this amnefty, there were 
two points, into which, for the fafety of the ftatc, it was 
abfolutely nece/Tary to enquire; the firft was the depo- 
fition of Thierri , and the feconfl the jnurder of Childeric . 
By this contrivance there were none left innocent, whom he 
had a mind to confider in another light. The biftiop of 
Jutun and his brother were charged with procuring the 
death of Childeric *, the former had his lips and part of his 
tongue cut off, the latter was ftoned. Two years after the 
biftiop, upon a new accufation, was condemned, degraded, 
and put to death c . Others, who had provoked him, felt 
the weight of Ebroin' s refentment in as high a degree, the 
king, who was no lefs in his power than his fubjefts, not 
daring to interpofe. We need not wonder, therefore, that 
the nobility of a htfrafia , though rent into faftion amongft 
themfehes, were universally difpofed to hinder Ebroin from 
extending his power into that country; to prevent which 
they fet up two rich and potent men, who were coufins, and 
bellowed on them the title of dukes of Aujlrafia. The 
names of thefe two dukes were Martin and Pepin ; the for- 
mer had the greater mtereft, but the latter was the abler 
man d . Ebroin, who had a numerous and wcll-difciplined 
auny, njarched againft them as if they had been rebels to 
ThiA'ri, which they really were not. He had the good for- 
tune to defeat them in battle, and afterwards befieged Mar - 
tin in the city of Laon ; where, having prevailed updu him to 
funender that place, upon a promife of fafety made by the 
bifhops of Pari' and Rheims, he. was no foonc*^™atflffof it 
than he gaufed him to be beheaded c . Pepin in Vjie^me'ah 
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time had recruited his forces* and, having chosen a ftrong 
camp, refolved to defend [limfelf there to the laft extremity. 

The mayor of the palace was preparing to attack^iim, when 
he fell by the hand of an enemy whom he did not fufpeCh 
Ermenfroi , who was fteward of the king's hdufhold, had 
been guilty of oppreflions, for which Ebroin had caufed him 
to be deeply fined. This man had a refentment quick as his 
own, and, having engaged fome of his friends to affift him, 
tjiey attacked the mayor of the palace as he was going to his 
devotions on a SunVfy morning, and difpatched him with 
their knives, being without other arms to prevent fufpicion ; 
after which they fled to the camp of Pepin , who very readily 
granted them his protection f . Upon this foundation fome 
have fuppofed him to be the author of the murder. 

The nobility eleCted iVaraton to fucceed him as mayor of p * n 
the palace, by which they put into his hands the fupreme di- C ompds 
itftion of affairs in the kingdoms of Neujiria and Burgundy . Thierri to 
He was a man of a mild and peaceable difpofition, and who receive 
feemed to have been raifed to that eminent employment rather him as 
out of refpeft to his quality than his talents. He carried on mayor of 
the war againft Pepin timoroufly and tardily, which pro -the palace* 
voked his fon Gijlemar to fupplant him in a port for which A.D.689, 
he was much fitter g . He preffed the Aujirajtans exceedingly, 
and in all probability had determined the war in his own fa- 
vour at laft, if not irf his matter’s, had not death interpofed 
and removed him at a very critical conjuncture. He was 
fucceeded by his brother-in-law Bertaire , a man of a hafty 
and haughty difpofition, who treated the nobility with fuch 
difrefpeft, that fome of them retired into Aujirajia , and 
many more began to enter into intrigues with Pepin, whom 
they fought to draw into Neujiria , affuring him that they had 
much rather fee him at the head of their councils and armies 
than Bertaire, who had treated them fo unworthily. Pepin 
proceeded flowly and cautioufty, and, before he would in- 
vade either Neujiria or Burgundy, fent deputies to intreat 
Thierri to reftore the exiles, that had retired to him, to their 
pofts and^patrimonies, and to redrefs certain grievances that 
were highly detrimental to the nation in general. This was 
rejected wiftrgreat contempt ; upon which Pepin advanced 
towards th/F frontiers with his forces. Thierri , and hie mayor 
of the pafoce, marched with a numerous army to meet them 
in the Vejmandois ; they engaged, airi though the royal army 
beh^^da well, and difputed the viftory for many hours, yet 
jjruie end they were beattn. The king fled to Paris? and 
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Bertaire mueh farther ; but, being much embarraffcd with 
his treafures, his own foldiers confpircd againft him, mur- 
dered him, ^nd fhared his wealth amongft them h . This put 
an end to the difpute, and delivered into the hands of 
Pepin both tfee king and his kingdom. 
leaves the It is requifite to fay fomething more particularly of this 
king hare - g re at man, who had himfelf the power, and whofe grandfon 
b affiimed the title of king, of France . He is commonly called 

f ah d'Heri/lal, from a palace of his on the Meufc , about 

n*t * th * three miles above Liege , where there is now a town of the 
jive reign- ^ ame name - He * s fometimes denominated, from the figure 
ty of the of his perfon, Pepin le Gros, or Pepin the Fat. We find 
Franks, him fometimes ftiled Pepin le Vieux, or Pepin the Old, in op- 
pofition to his grandfon Pepin the Short ; and fometimes Pe- 
pin le Jeune, or Pepin the Young, to cUftinguifh him from 
Pepin de Landen , who was mayor of the palace to Sigcbert 
II. This Pepin d'Heriftal was, in all refpetts, on?. of th& 
greateft men that age produced, extremely brave in his 
perfon, affable in his manner, eafy of accefs, mild in his 
difeourfe, very ambitious, and withal modeft and moderate 
in appearance : in lhort, a great captain, a confummato 
ftatefman, and, which was more than either, fo prudent in 
every thing he did and faid, that he feldom loft a friend, and 
never created an enemy *. He received Thiegri as if he had 
intended to be the moft humble and tlte moft dutiful of his 
fervants : he paid him all the refpett poffible, and took all 
the care he could to hide his chains from himfelf and the 
public. Whenever it was necefiary for him to appear, he 
appeared in ftate. A chariot, drawn by oxen, rolled him 
along the ftreet, furrounded by guards, partly for pomp, 
partly for fecurity, but chiefly to prevent any from approach- 
ing him. He gave audience to embaflTadors, he received ho- 
mage from tributary princes, and was prefent at ail public 
folemnibes, with a pageantry *hat at once pleafed and de- 
ceived the people. The reft of his time ha fpent at fome 
country palace, where he had a good table, kept his great 
officers, and a competent number of domefticks, bBt he was 
not troubled with affairs k . Pepin bellowed the commands 
in the army, diftributed provinces, appointajWTuKes rand 
counts, #and in fhort fuftained all the fatigue^ oF*lofe- 
reignty, though he was fo humble as to content himfelf with 
the title of duke aneb prince of the Franks . Were in 
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faft ended the empire of Clovis . Pepin d'HeriJlal might, 
with propriety enough, be faid to put an end to the Maro - 
vingian race, fince from this time they loft all authority, 
and were, in reality, not more than breathing fhadows, and 
phantoms of royalty, which, except their hair and their 
robes, had nothing in them of kings. But whatever became 
of the family, we muft do him the juftice to fay, that he 
preferved the empire of Clovis, which otherwife muft have 
crumbled to pieces through its own weight, and the inca- 
pacity of thofe who fhould have fupported it K 

At his entrance on the adminiftration, Pepin applied him- p - 
felf vigoroufly to correft the faults of his predcceflors, and 
to bring all things into order : but he began very wifely with p u bli c a f- 
popular meafures ; he recalled fuch as were exiled ; he re- fairs into 
ftored many to tlTeir employments, and many more to order , and 
their patrimonies ; he heard giievances patiently, and rt- is highly 
^Irefled^hcm willingly ; he ffiewed profound refpeft to the r fp*&ed 
clergy, but conftraincd them to maintain an exaft difeipline; hy foreign 
he brought the finances into good order, and obliged the P 0<wers * 
dukes and counts to govern the people according to the laws, 
and to be obedient to them themfclves. He received the 
aflemblies at the beginning of March , at which the prelates, 
as well as the nobility, were prefent ; where laws were made 
and repealed, and where the ftate of the empire, in all re- 
fpefts, was ftriftfy and punftually examined m . In thefe af- 
femblies Thicrri was always prefent, feated on a throne, and 
furrounded by his officers; all proceedings being in his name, 
and all grants faid to iffiie through his favour. This fudden 
and extraordinary alteration rendered Fepin fo famous, that A.D.69Z. 
not only the Sclavonians and the Huns , but the king of 
the Lombards , alfo the Greek emperor JuJlinian II. and even 
the Saracens , fent their amballadors to jthe court of France , 
where they made their prefents, and paid their refpe&s to 
Thicrri , and faw with aftoniffiment the plainnefs aifd fimpli- 
city of Pepin's appearance, who took all the pains imagina- 
ble to ty,de from the public that love of power which, not- 
withftanding, occupied his whole thoughts. Thicrri fur- 
vived.dus change about three years, and then died, under 
fn*y r , ye;#? of age, leaving by his wife Clotilda two Tons, 

Clovis and Childebert 11 . * 

On t'ie demife of Thierri , Pepin proclaimed his eldeft fon Clovis 
Clovisjll. then about ten years ofd, without taking any no- ni. heart 
/ ' %V the title 
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ticc of the younger, as, perhaps, not caring to have the 
trouble of two fons. This young prince bore the regal title 
about four ^rears; during which fpace Pepin was employed 
in humbling the Frifons , and other barbarous nations, who, 
difdaining tc* be the tributaries of the mayor of the palace, 
thought to have Ihaken off the yoke of the Franks , with the 
fame cafe that he had done his mailer ; in which, however, 
they found themfelves extremely miflaken After the de- 
Jnife of Clovis, his brother Childebert was faluted king, and 
led the fame inactive life his father h.M*done, while Pepin 
humbled the Allemaris and the Bavarians , and other nations, 
which rendered him highly refpetted. His care of the public 
did not hinder his being very afliduous in providing for his 
family : he had by his firft wife Pleftrude two fons ; Drogon , 
whom he made duke of Burgundy, zndflrimoaldc, who was 
mayor of the palace to Childebert p . Being divorced from 
her, he married Alpaide , and had by her two fops alfo^ 
Charles , furnamed Martel, and Childebrand : but Pled rude 
being reflored to his favour, they were not raifed to any 
D .71 1. great poll during the life of their father. As for Drogon , 
duke of Burgundy , he was of a warm and aftive difpofition, 
brave, liberal, and magnificent; but he died in the flower 
of his age, and, as fome fay, not without ifTue. Grimoalde 
was of quite another character, mild, humane, pious, but 
withal a man of great parts and prudeftce, which rendered 
him the favourite of his father, who depended upon him for 
the fupport of his houfe. Childebert II. dying, after a reign 
of feventeen years, his fon Dagobert II. was declared king, 
and Grimoalde mayor of the palace : he adled, however, in- 
tirely under his father’s orders, and obeyed him with all the 
exa&nefs poflible <1. His power, and his good fortune, could 
not defend him from the effetts of age and infirmities. In 
the third year of Dhgobert’s reign, he had a dangerous fit of 
Iicknefs*at Jutil, not far from fftriftal: as it was be- 
lieved he could not recover, the enemies of his family re- 
folved to take this opportunity of deftroying it, and with 
this view entered into a confpiracy againft Grimoalde, who, 
in other refpefts, had no ways deferved it ; and Rangaire , 
who was at the head of this plot, Ilabbed hiifl^fhe wa^ at 
prayers in the church of St. Lambert at Liege r . Re- 

covered, and revenged himfelf with great feverity ok all who 
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were embarked in thSt confpiracy; and, to fljew his great 
power, as well as his warm affe&lon for his fon, he appoint- 
ed his only child Theudoaide mayor of the palace,, though he 
was then but fix years old. This was one of the laft atts of 
his life, for he died not long after, in the tyenty-eighth 
year of his adminiflration 9 . 

Plectrude, in quality of tutorefs to her grandfon, af- Dagobert 
fumed the direftion of affairs, and had the honour to be at ting under 
tlie head of fuch a government, as fcarce any hiftory can tf}e tute ' 
fhew the like; a wiman and a child prefuming to rule three °f an 
kingdoms, while the king was alive and in full health 1 ! °M™ 07na7t 
It would have been furprifing iffhe could have carried on this and a 
government ; and yet it cannot be faid to have failed through 
her imprudence. She was apprehenfivc of fome trouble 
from her fon-in-law ^Charles Martel ; to prevent which, fhe 
caufed him to be iaaprifoned ; fhe fecurcd the treafure of her 
^Jeceafed hufband ; and fhe fpared no pains in carefling the 
nobility \vhom Pepin had intruded with the principal em- 
ployments. She qucikly found that this was to little pur- 
pqfe; the remains of that faftion, which had oppofed hef 
hufband, took up arms to refeue, as they gave out, Dago - 
bert from his confinement. Pie 61 rude had recourfe to the 
AuJlraJianSy who, out of affe&ion to the family of Pepin* 
raifed a formidable army; which, however, was beaten by 
that of Dagobert and Rainfroi , whom the nobility had elect- 
ed mayor of the palace u . Theudoaide was with difficulty 
faved, and died not long after ; fo that the vnfi: ffru&ure 
which Pepin had ere&ed, was in great danger of being over- 
thrown, and the old conffitution reilored. It was, however, 
preferved by an accident; for, in the midft of this confufion, 

Charles Martel made his efcape, and going into Aujlrafia , 
was, without hefitation, received there as duke, and qvick- 
ly collected a good body of troops out qf the army that had • 
been defeated. As for Pleflrude, fhe had ftill a ftrong party, 
which enabled her to retire to Cologne , with the treafuros of 
her hufband. Dagobert refolved to purfue her thither, and 
was on fhe point of undertaking that expedition, when, very 
fortunately for the family of Pepin, he was removed by death, ^ ^ , 

inlhc fifth- year of his reign, having an only fon Thierri, * 
ftaiu’ihed/from the place of his birth Thierri of Chelies , at the 
breaft w . r 

This accident threw the maygr of the palace Rainfroi, Chilperic 
and the nobility of Neujlria , into great difbrder; they wanted Daniel 

da lurid 
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king* ami a king for their own fecurity, who hid fome degree of capa- 
Charles city and coifrage ; and, therefore, fetting afide Thierri> they 
Martel drew out of a convent Daniel , th<j fon of Childeric II. tho’ a 
duke of clerk, and ^having bellowed on him the name of Chilperic, 
Aullrafia. t h e y advanced him to the throne x . In fpite of his education 
and misfortfincs, this young king (hewed a fpirit fuitable to 
his birth y ; and putting himfelf, with the mayor of the pa- 
lace, at the head of his army, profecuted the de/ign of his 
predeceflor, and marched dire&Iy into Auftrafia z . He at 
the fame time entered into a negotiajJcjji with the duke of 
the Fri/ons, who fpeedily aflembled a great army, and with 
it marched direftly towards Cologne . Charles Martel found 
himfelf between two armies* and his forces much inferior to 
either; he ventured, notwithftanding, to* give battle to the 
Fri/ons , over whom he gained np advantage a . This check 
put it out of his power to prevent the jimdlion of their forces 
with thofe of Chilperic, who thereupon laid fiege to Cologne . 
PI eft rude had a flrong garrifon, and feemed difpofecFto malSe 
an obftinate defence; but, however, the offered the king 
and his allies a very large fum of money if they would raife 
the fiege. In all probability this tempted the Fri/ons , and 
the king found himfelf under a neccffity of complying with 
his allies. However it happened, the propofition was accept- 
ed, the mont 7 received, and the fiege raifed b . The 
Fri/ons thereupon retired into their own country ; and the 
king, finding it difficult to fubfifl: his army, was obliged to 
retreat. Charles Martel dividing his forces into feveral bo- 
dies, harrafled the king’s army continually, and, in the foreft 
of Arden , entering the camp by furprize, cut off a great 
number: this raifed his reputation highly, more efpecially 
as he treated his prifoners kindly, and difinilled them without 
ranfom. It alfo revived the fpirits of the Au/lrajians ; fo 
that, in a fhort time, he found himfelf at the head of a very 
numerous army, ind iu a condition of adling offenfively 
aga^nft ftis enemies c . * 

Charles T he virtues of Pepin were inherited by Charles ; he knew 


Martel perfeftly how to improve good fortune, as well how xp 
compels the fupport the want of it. He marched his forces towards 
kmg to Cambray , where Chilperic and the mayor of his palgce had 
9ysn him eflablHlicd their head quarters; but being arriV® hgh|een 
^ rrdS at9 ^ that city, he did not immediately giw the king 
In'* battle, but, on the contrary, entered into a negotiation* 
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declaring, that he fought no more than to be reftored to what 
his father poflefled, and that thofe who had buffered with 
him might likewife Ihare in this change of fortune, which 
was immediately rejected. By this meafure he convinced his 
troops that he had a proper concern for their fafety : he per- 
fuaded them that right was on their fide, and\hat, without 
viftory, they were not to expert either fafety or jufticc d . 

This had a proper effeft ; his troops attacked thofe of the 
king’s with fpirit, and continued the engagement with fuch 
refolution, that tljey gained a complete virtory, on Sunday 
the 19th of March , according to the beft computations; af- A.D.71 7. 
ter which he ravaged all the country as far as Paris, and then 
returned with his virtorious army into Aujlrafia . His view in 
taking this ftep was to reduce Cologne, and get thereby 
into his hands the treafives of his father Pepin , which he 
accompliftied without much difficulty ; for having perfuaded 
Pleftrude to admit him into the city, a {edition prefently en- 
dued, ^hich put him in poflefTion, and her in his power c . 

He ufed his fortune in this cafe with great moderation ; but 
perceiving that Chilperic would not Men to any terms, and 
that the people of Aujlrafia were defirous of a king, he took 
the fame ftep that Ebrpin had done in like circumftances, and 
fet up Clotaire , a prince very probably of the royal blood ; 
but how or from whom descended no hiftory informs us. 

Chilperic , and Rairfroi the mayor of his palace, faw clearly 
that nothing now was to be experted but from arms, and 
therefore they had rccourfe to Eudes , duke of Aquitaine, 
who, in the courfe ‘of thefe troubles, had made himfclf 
mafter of ail that the Franks had poflefled on the other fide 
the Loire, and promifed him, if he would aflift them with his 
forces againft x\\t Aujlrafians , to acknowlege his right to the 
provinces he had feized *. It may be that Eudes little re- 
garded this fanrtion, fince he was ver^well able to defend 
againft them what he had acquired ; but it was his intereft as 
well as theirs to leflen the* power of Charles , wSo qjight, 
fome time or other, endeavour to recover this country to the 
Franks* he embraced therefore the offer that was made him, 
and with a very numerous army joined that of the king. 

They had fcarce time to deliberate on the propereft method for 
<£:trry ing pn the war ; fince Charles Martel, who had now the 
means of augmenting and maintaining an armf, was ad- 
vanced as far as Soijfons, and feemed difpofed to find them 
out, if they did not march to fitid him® If they had taken 
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this ftep Immediately, poflibly things c might have fucceeded 
better; but this unexpefted march of the Ai iftrafians vifi- 
bly difconoerted them : while they endeavoured to delay 
coming to a&ion, their forces dwindled and difbanded, and 
being rather driven than defeated by Charles , Rainfrot march- 
ed one way, and the king and the duke of Aquitaine another *. 
Chtlperic carried with, him his treafures, and perfuaded Eudes 
* _ to augment his army; that they might again try their for- 
' ■? I 9 ‘ tune in the field; but Charles demanded the king and his 
treafures, and promifed the duke, if they were delivered up, 
his friend (hip, and the peaceable pofleffion of all that he 
now held. Eudes , intirely guided by his own intereft, and 
having no reafon to expe&greater advantages from fupport- 
ing any longer the fide he had taken, accepted thefe terms, 
and delivered up Chilperic and his'treafujes \ 

The civil The reception offered the king by Charles Martel , was as 
n var end- honourable and as kind ris his circumflances would permit * 
edyimd the Clot dire dying about this time, he caufed him to be 
death of acknowledged in Aujlrafia\ and, as it appears from charters 
Chi’peric and oilier authentic inftruments, he was owned for the fove- 
after an re ig n 0 f all the dominions of the Franks . Rainfroi was not fo 
u ‘ lca jJ cafily reduced ; he had an intereft amongft the nobility : 

r ' l * n ' they faw clearly that his caufe was theirs; and that if he 

was once reduced* as they had nothing to hope from the 
favour, fo their fafety muft depend upoitthe clemency, of the 
viftor. Charles took the fame method to put an end to this 
war, that 4 he had done with regard to the former l . He 
pufhed Rainfroi vigoroufiy, till he had fhut him up in Aim* 
gier , where he offered him the county of Anjou , with the 
llrongeft affurance of his enjoying it peaceably, which Rain - 
fid readily accepted ; and the terms, thus fettled, were very 
honourably maintained on both fides k . Charles was equally 
fuccefsful in reducirg thofe who had thrown off the yoke of 
A.D 725. r } lc francs : he beat the Sueviaus by fca, the Fn forts by land ; 

tw to he defeated the Allemans , and gained no lefs than five 
victories over the Saxons , fo much the more acceptable to 
him, as they were purchafed at a fmall cxpence of blood. 
His prudence in taking his meafnres, and his promptnefs s in 
the execution of them, were the principal caufu^of his con- 
ftant victories 5 which, while he was purfuing, Chifyeric, whb 
had a deepfenfe of his misfortunes, died, after a fhort as well 
asareftlefsand unhappy reign. The critics m French hiftory 

* Cflntin. Fredeo. h Anr.al^s Metcnfes. * Adow. 
Chron. k Nouvelk Hiftoire de France, par Lb Gendre, * 
P. Daniel. • . 
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have very juftly excluded the name of this monarch from the 
lift of the Faineans, as he was perfonally pfefent in three 
battles, and upon all other occafions gave inconteftable 
proofs of his aftivity and addrefs ; fo that there Teemed to be 
nothing wanting to render him a great prince, but a little 
better fortune, or lefs courage or capacity in* his competi- 
tor l . 

Thierri ofChelles was brought out of the convent upon Thierrl 
this occafion, and proclaimed king of Aujlrafia, as well as IV. or 
Neuftria and Burgundy : he is ufually ftiled Thierri III. but Thierri of 
with greater propriety Thierri IV. and, at the time of his Relies 
acceflion, could not be above feven years old at moft. His y“ are * 
name was all that was of any ufe to Charles , and that indeed 
flood him in great ftead. He was always in arms, and always Martel his 
in the caufc of the king o£ the Franks ; the dukes, and the mayor of 
counts, who controverted his orders, he confidered as rebels thefalace . 
to the king ; the barbarous nations that did not pay their 
ftibute,«were the enemies of the Franks. Thus he never 
wanted fpecious pretences for perpetual expeditions, which 
kept up a numerous army, without being either a burthen or 
a terror to his own fubjefts ; for the vanquifhed always bore 
the expence of the war, the bounds of the empire were con- 
tinually enlarged, the clergy Were conftantly fent into the 
new conquefts, and large grants to the church were to him 
equivalent to garrifons, in which he followed the maxims of 
his father Pepin ; and whether his aftions were good law or 
ill, they had always a fair colour, which, with full coffers 
and veteran troops, fecured his fame and fortune m : but the 
quality which, of all others, contributed moft to his great- 
nefs, was his fagacity in forefeeing, and his activity in tak- 
ing his meafures. In confequence of his forefight, Eudef, 
duke of Aquitaine , who had the fame faculcy in a great de- 
gree, had more than once infringed the treaty he made with 
him, and had an intention of proceeding Turther, if fortune 
had favoured him; but Charles had ever his army %t hand! 
to check himy and, by ravaging his country in revenge, oblig- 
ed him to renew the peace he had broken \ That prince 
might, however, fome time or other, have created him 
much uneafmefs, had he not had his hands full with another 
nc^J^fs pote.it enemy, the Moors, who were mafters of Spain* 

He was continually embarrafled with them for feveAl years 
together, being fometimes in war, fometimes in league with: 

m 

1 Annales Metenfes. m Contin. Fued^carxI, 

• Adon. Chron. * 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIIL H their 



, 9 8 5 Vbe'Hifiny bf Prance. B. XIX. 

their chiefs, c one of whom he tempt&l to revolt by giving 
him his daughter; but he being defeated and (lain, the duke 
of Aquitaine found himfelf in a flery diftrefied condition 
Abderaman , governor of Spain for the Khalif, meditated not 
only the pupifhment of Eudes, and the conqueft of his coun- 
try, but to penetrate into the heart of France , and to efta- 
blifti there the enormous fwarms of Moors , who were conti- 
nually tranfporting themfelves from Africa . E tides penetrat- 
ing his defign from the prodigious army he underftood was 
forming, and knowing how unable he was to defend himfelf 
and his country from fuch an inundation of infidels, applied 
himfelf, though unwillingly, to the duke and prince of the 
Franks. Charles readily promifed him his afliftancc ; and, 
having long before expefted fuch an invitation, had his troops 
in perfect readinefs, contrary to his ufual cuftom, and had 
brought into the field many thoufands'of his fubjefts from 
beyond the Rhine p . 

Charles Abderaman broke like a torrent into Aquitaine,' with an 
Martel army fo numerous, that, in attempting to define it, fome 
gages the hiftorians have rendered their accounts incredible. Duke 
Moors Eudes was fo little in a condition to refift, that all the forces 
an gains | ie cou \^ ra if e f erv r e d on ly to form a flying camp, and this was 
a <vittor ^ ^ iat Charles cxpe&ed 9. The Moors wafted all the coun- 
U r ^' try as they proceeded, took and deftroyed the great towns, 
and feemed to place the hopes of their pofleffion in leaving no 
places of ftrength, to which, when they recovered from their 
confternation, the inhabitants might retire. Charles marched 
with his army to meet them, but flowly, and in good order r . 
Between Tours and Poitier the armies came in fight, and fpent 
feven days in fkirmifhes ; at length they came to a decifive 
. battle, in which the troops from beyond the Rhine did won- 

ders *, their gigantic fize in comparison of the Moors , and the 
weight of their battle-axes, ballanced the inequality of num- 
bers. /Abderaman behaved like a great captain, and his for- 
ced defended themfelves with great intrepidity; the Chrifti- 
ans fought with much bravery and fpirit; but tho* they killed 
multitudes, the infidels did not break or give *vay. At 
length, a multitude appeared flying, and a great cloud 
of fmoke and dull rofe behind the army of the Moors , the 
duke of Aquitaine had broke into their camp^flaughfeted 
their women, children, and fervants, and fet fire to their 
tents : this determined (h6 fate of the day, and obliged the 

'* ° < Annals* Metenfes. p^Isidor. ^acenf. AiioN. 
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Moors to retreat as flft as they were able., Cfarles did not 
profecute his victory, which feems to be a clear proof that 
his lofs was much greatef than thofe hiftorians make it, who 
fay this viftory did not coft him above fifteen hundred men*. 

The next year the infidels made another attempt on Aqui- 
taine, to no purpofe ; but they had better fortune in Pro- 
vence , which was betrayed into their hands by its governor. 

This drew Charles into thofe parts with a numerous army, 
with which he made himfelf matter of Avignon x . He foon 
transferred the war into Languedoc , and gained another great 
viftory over the Saracens , but he was not able to make him- 
felf matter- of Narbonne : he had, perhaps, carried the fuc- 
cefs of his arms farther, but that he was obliged to attend 
particularly to domeftic concerns. He granted the duchy of 
Aquitaine to Hunald, the*fon of Eudes , but upon exprefs 
condition of being Iiis vafTal, without mention of the king, 
syjd Thierri dying about this time, he made no hafte to de- 
clare a lucceflor. He beat the Frifons, and killed their duke 
With his own hands : he diffipated more than one confpiracy, 
made a league with the Lombards , and undertook to ad as a 
mediator between them and pope Gregory III. who made 
choice of him for his protedor, fent him the keys of the 
<|oinb of St. Peter, offered to ihake off his dependance on the 
Greek emperor, and to proclaim Charles conful of Rome u . 

Thefe propofitions pjeafed him extremely ; but, while this 
great affair was in agitation, all the great perfons interefted 
therein were removed by death, the emperor Leo on the 18th A.D.741, 
of June , Charles Martel on the 2ad of October (O), and the 
pope on the 28th of November 

Th* 
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(O) As the fecond race of kings of Aujlrafia , and who 
the French kings are filled Car- had three Tons by his wife Doda, 
Ipvtngians * in the opinion of before he became an ecclefi- 
many writers, from this Charles attic and biihop of Metz (3)* 
m Mkrqel, we will in this note His fecond fon Ancbifus, An - 
rive *a fucdnlt account of his chifes, or Anjigius , held fche fame 
‘ family and defeendant*. The pott his father did, under Sire - 
moft antient writers rife no bert, ^ing of Aujlrafta, efpoufed 

higher than his great grand- Reg a the daughter of Pepin of 

‘ father Arnold, or Arnold , ftew- Landen , and the fitter of 

^ ard of the houihold to ^he ntoalde , by whom he was the 

( 3 ) P' Dbcon, de Epifcop. Metenfo, 

Hz father 
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Carloman The fingwlar fortune which had attended Charles Martel 
and Pepin through his whole life, and which had accompanied him to 
Succeed hte grave, Ifcemed to be configned by him to his family. In 
their fa an aflembly of the nobles, held a little before his death, he 
ther, and a flig ne d Auftrafia to his eldeft fon Carloman ; Neuftria and 
the inter- Burgundy to his fecond fon Pepin, furnamed le Bref, or the 

regnum gjj 0rt becaufe he was fhort in ftature, though very ftrong 
sontmueu 9 and 


father of Pepin of HenftaL 
This Anchifes was killed as he 
was hunting by one Godwin, 
who was his enemy, about the 
year 674: his name being the 
fame with that of the father of 
jEneas , gave the flatterers of 
this houfe an opportunity to 
fuggeft they were defeended 
from the Trojans. Pepin , as 
we have (hewn in the text, was, 
by his fecond wife, the father 
of Charles Martel , who was 
born about the year 691, re- 
ceived the furname of Martel , 
as fome fay, upon the defeat of 
the Moors at Poitiers . Martel 
fignifies a hammer (4). He 
received from his father the 
ambitious maxims of his fami- 
ly, which he tranfmitted to his 
fons, after having in vain tried 
the expedient of an interreg- 
num* in hopes of weaning the 
people from their affe&ion to 
the family of f/ovis. The 
name of his firft wife was Ro - 
K ude[ by whom he had fou¥ 
fons and three daughters : Car - 
, Ionian, duke of Aujlrafia, af- 
terwards a monk, who died at 
Vienne in 747, leaving feveral 
children behind him, the eldeft 
of w£ich was a fon named 
t)reux\ but, together with the 
reft, thruft into convents, and 
never heard «ef mort : Pe - 
pi?if who aflumed the title of 

( 4 ) P. Am\U it Rege Pi pi no, 

€# uronne et Marfan, par yean Du Tilley 


king of 'Prance : Bernard , who 
had fever al children, viz. Ade- 
lard , count of the palace, and 
afterwards abbot of Corbie , 
who will be mentioned here- 
after ; Walla , efteemed the 
wifeft nan of his time, who 
lueceeded his brother in the 
fame abbey ; Bertier x who v»is 
alfo a monk; Gondrade , and 
Theodrade , both nuns. The 
fourth fon of Charles Martel 
was Jerom , who, by his wife 
Ercefende , became the father of 
three fons; viz. Oduin , who 
died without pofterity ; Fulrad , 
abbot of St. Quintin*, Folquin , 
bifllOp 4 of Terouane\ Landrade , 
Who efpoufed Sigran, count of 
Hejbai ; Aldane , who married 
Theodor i c, count of Touloufe ; 
and Hi Ide trade, who hecame 
the wife of Odilon , duke of 
Bavaria. By Sonnechilde , or 
Stianechilde , Charles Martel had 
Griffon , of whom enough has 
been faid in the hiftory ; he had 
alfo a baftard fon, Remy , who 
was bifhop of Rouen (5). The 
char after of this Charles is well 
exprefled in the inscription up* 
on his tomb. He chofe rather 
to command kings than tohe 
one ; yet, in fome of the old 
chronicles, we find the year^of 
his reign mentioned : but this 
proves nothing, fince that 
phrafe had a different fenfeia 

( 5 } Rmtil det Rois it France, tear 
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and well made. Thefe were the children of his firft wife *. 

His fecond furvived him* and to her fon Gripon, or Griffon, 
he afflgaed only fome lands in the heart of Trance , with 
which he was fo much oflended, that he prefenrly raifed an 
infurreftion, and (hut up himfelf and his mother in the city 
of Laon. Carloman and Pepin followed him there with an 
army, invefted the place, and pufhed the fiege with fuch 
vigour, that Griffon was obliged to furrender at difcretion; 
upon which they fent his mother to a convent, and him to a 
caftle in the foreff 8f Arden Y . This troublcfome bufinefs 
over, the two brothers concerted together the proper mea- 
furesfor fettling the empire of the Franks , took fuch precau- 
tions, with regard to the tributary nations and the duke of 
Aquitaine 9 as rendered fome attempts they made to throw off 
their dependance iraffe&ual, and' atted on all occafions with 
fuch a perfeft underftanding, and fo entire a confidence in 
‘Rich other, as filled their contemporaries with* admiration, 
and prevented their power from fuffering the fmallefl diminu- 
tion *. 

When the flate of things would permit, Carloman went n$y aft 
into Aujlrajia, that he might attend more affiduoufly to his together in 
own concerns. Pepin perceiving that there wanted fome- reducing 

x Chronicon Fontallenfe. T Contin. Fredecarii. 

Adon. Chron. • * Annales Metenfes. 

thofe times (6), We have yet at his requeft, Boniface , bifhop 
fomething more to fay of this of Metz, and Fulrade, l>ifhop of 
great man. He had made free St. Denis , and chaplain to king 
with the treafures of the church Pepin, caufed his tomb to be 
to defend France , and indeed opened, in which they found 
all Chriftendom, againlt the only a mondrous' dragon, which* 

Saracens ; the monks were prefently disappeared, leaving 
pleafed to give out that he was behind a great cloud of fmoke 
damned. The tale was pro* (7). It is true cho* Charles 
bably whifpered in fecret very Martel baniihed this Euchef and 
near his time; but the clergy his family, fo that he was as fit 
were fo fond of it, that we find a man as any upon whom to 
thebifhops of two provinces, fix this tale; but it happen'd 
letter addrefTed to Lewis, unluckily for the credit of the 
Kng of Germany , Anno Domini ftory, that this prelate died fome 
858, telling him with great fo- years before Charh 1 Martel \ 
lemnity, that Eucber , bifhop of and fo could not poffibly be 
Orleans , after the death of the* authorjof it, as is {up* 

Charles Martels had his condi- pofed. 
lion revealed to him, an&that, 

( 6 ) Hifloire de France , far U P* G. Daniel. Nouvelle Hijkire d* France^ 
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Odilon, thing more tlftn his own authority to contain the nobility, in 
duke of two large kingdoms, within fome onder, refolved of his bwn 
Bavaria, accord to proclaim Childeric , the fon of Thierri of Chelles % 
and the king, which he accordingly did. His brother Carloman did 
German no t concur in^his meafure, or acknowlege Childeric not that 
ccnfedera- t j iere was an y difpute or difagreement between the two bro- 
thers, butbecaufe Carloman looked upon Aiiftrafia as afove- 
reignty, in fome meafure become hereditary in his family ; and 
having the good fortune to eftablifh this opinion among the 
inhabitants, it was never afterwards called in queftion ». It 
was in this quality of duke and fovereign of Aujlrafia , that he 
called the council of EJlines, the ruins of which town are 
ftill to be feen near Binche in Hainault , where, by the ad- 
vice and with the aflent of his ejergy, he regulated many 
abufes, and in the preface to thefe canons fee fpeaks abfolutely 
in the ftile of a fovereign. But, notwithftanding this flow of 
good fortune, the two brothers found themfelves very> quid£ 
ly obliged to vindicate their title, fuch as it was, by their 
arms. Sonnechilde , their mother-in-law, who was nearly 
related to Odilon , duke of the Bavarians , had drawn to their 
party their filter Hiltrude, by negotiating for her a marriage 
with that prince ; and tho’ they were fo lucky as to thruft Son* 
nechildc into a convent, and her fon Griffon into a prifon, yet 
Hiltrude found means to efcape, and friends who conduc- 
ed her into Bavaria , where Odilon efpoufed her ; and know- 
ing that this would be attended with a war, formed a con- 
federacy for his own fupport, which it required all the force 
the two brothers could raife to combat b. Odilon very well 
knew that his neighbours were as little difpofed to fubmit to 
Carloman as himfelf; and therefore he reprefented to Theodo* 
bald \ duke of the Allcmans , and Theodoric , duke of the 
Saxons , that if ever there was a time favourable to their de- 
flre of rendering themfelves independent, it was at this junc- 
ture b/the means of a ftrift alliance : he likewife drew the 
duke of Aquitaine to concur in this fcheme, and to engage 
to pafs the Loire with a potent army, as foon as Carloman 
and Pepin Ihould bend their march towards Germany The 
brothers had fome fufpicion of this ; but the army aflembled c 
by the confederates in Germany was, notwithftanding/ 
great, tlfht they found it requilite to march in perfon againft 
them, with the whole power of the Franks , and truft the 
repreffing and puailhmejif of the duke of Aquitaine , in cafe 

a CBntin. Fredeg. b AnnalA Metenfes. 6 Ado*; 
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he executed the engagements he had taken^to the next 
campaign d * 

The confederates having drawn together a very numerous Tbc dukes 
and gallant army, took poll behind the Lech % and atted en- Carloman 
tirely on the defenfive* Carloman and Pepin ^encamped on and Pepin 
the other fide of the river, and fpent fome days in attempt- defeat 
ing to provoke the confederates to pafs, but without effect: *7 
the three dukes knew, that if, by covering their country, the * °p 
Franks were obliged to retire, they fhould not only carry ^ 
their point, but haaroa fair opportunity of ruining their for- a ffi es% 
ces in a long retreat : but, while the Franks feemed to be em- 
ployed in fkirmifhing and infulting the Bavarians , they with 
great fecrefy caufed the river to be founded, and found that 
it was fordable at fome diftance, both above and below the 
camp of the confederates* At the clofe of the evening the 
Franks , after making the ufual fignals, and lighting fires in all 
.jJipir quarters, decamped without noife, and Carloman 
marching up the river with his troops, and Pepin following 
the courfe of the ftream, both pafled it without oppolition, 
and both were before the camp of the confederates, almoft 
at tjjjje fame inftant, and when they were leaft ex petted. Odi - A.D.743^ 
Ion, and the two dukes his confederates, made a gallant 
defence for near five hours ; but, at length, the camp was 
forced on both fides with great (laughter; the duke of the 
Bavarians retired with the fmall remains of his forces, and 
took (helter behind the inn. The Franks ravaged and plun- 
dered the country for fifty-two days : Carloman , with a (irong 
detachment, entered the country of the Saxons , and made 
their duke Theodoric prifoner. The clofe of the campaign 
and the war, brought all thefo dukes to renew their homage, 
and to promife the mod exatt obedience e . There was not 
time left tachaftife Hunald , duke of Aquitaine , who, in dif- 
charge of the promife he had made 19 the confederates, 
pafled the Loire > deftroyed *dl the country with % fire and 
fword, and made himfelf matter of Chartres , which, fipon 
the approach of the Franks , he abandoned, after burning 
the befUpart of the city, and the magnificent cathedral, de- 
dicated to the Blefled Virgin, to afhes f . Pepin y the next 
^jiar, entered with a numerous army into his dominions, 
where they lived at diferetion, till the duke, in pity to his 
fubjefts, and to extricate himfelf out of fo unlucky an affair, 
fubmitted to the hard terms that ^erc preferibed ; and fwore 
once again, in the moft folemn terms, t^remain a faithful 

* Contin. Freqegarii. c Annales Metenfes. 
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vaflkl ; on account of which, and of die cruelties committed 
at Chartres , he thought fit to refign his dominions to his 
fon, and retire into a convent, there to pafs the remainder of 
his days in afts of penitence, as a private man, for the wick- 
ednefs and (oily of which he had been guilty in his publio 
charaftcr g . 

Carloman The two next years were fpent by both brothers in vari- 
after re - Q us expeditions againft the Saxons , and other German na- 
facing the t i ons> whom intereft and inclination led to revolt, as foon as 
revolted t ^ e arm y that had reduced them was r withdrawn: in thefe 
German excur p 10n ^ they were generally fuccefsful: Carloman was 
retires of f° rtunate as t0 ma ^ e Theodor ic, duke of the Saxons, pri- 
T hUvwn f° ner a f econ d time, whom he treated with lenity, and, hav- 
accord, to ing exa&ed a fre(h oath of obedience, reftored him to his 
a convent . liberty. It appears, from the whole furies of his aftions, 
that he was a prince of great courage, and of equal capacity ; 
n . but withal, he was a prince of ftritt morals, great fjyeetiwfs 
A.D.746. c £ tem p er> and fmcere piety : he faw every day things 
that difpleafed him ; and that greatnefs and power, which 
had fo many charftis for others, were neceflarily attended 
with fo many afts of feverity and injuftice, as abfolutely 
difgufted him. He had formed a defign of quitting the 
world, and had communicated it to his brother; but Pepin, 
in difluading him from the immediate execution, imagined, 
perhaps, that this humour, likeafit of melancholy, would be 
diffipated by time, and a variety of events. It happened 
quite otherwife ; Carloman was of a ferious, not a fplenetic 
difpofition ; time and experience ferved only to confirm him 
in his refolution h . Some modern writers think Pepin did 
not take any exorbitant pains to divert his brother from a 
purpofe that was to put him in pofleffion of the monarchy; 
but of this there is no great probability, and for it there is no 
authority at all. He left a fon Dragon , and perhaps fome 
other children, who, it is faid* were ftiut up in convents'by 
their uncle ; but this point is fomewhat obfeure 1 : all we 
know of the matter, with certainty, is, that Carloman went 
to Pome, with an equipage fuitable to his birth and* dignity, 
made great prefents on the behalf of Pepin, as well as himfelfi 
to the pope; at length being ftiaved, and having 4 takenTfTe 
clerical ljabit, built a monaftery upon mount Sorafte , at the 
diftance of fome leagues from Rome : but the refort of 'French 
lords, and other men of« quality, thither, incommoded hidi 
fo much, and infStfered to fuch a degree with his defign* 

c «' 
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that s he left this convent alfo, and retired to njount Coffin, 
where, in the famous benedi&ine abbey, then governed by 
Opt atm 9 he fpent the remainder of his days in privacy and 
quiet, yet not without maintaining a corrcfpondence. with his 
brother, and defpifiqg the praftice of aufteriti^s, diftated # 
only by a childilh fuperftition k . 

Pepin was now in pofleffionof all; but, notwithftanding Griffon; 
what fome havefuggefted, it does not appear from his aftions kindly 
that the acquifition of his dominions confoled him for the 
lofs of his brother. • For, immediately after the retreat of 
Carloman , he took Griffon out of prifon, lodged him in his 
own palace, gave him a great many counties, and a confidera- engages 
ble revenue; and, fuppofing that time and his misfortunes the Ger- 
might have cured him of his wild and headftrong difpofition, mans to 
he. treated him with gil the'kindnefs and confidence poffibl t.join him „ 
Some time after this, he held at Duren y a place between Aix . n 
lurSbapeli? and Cologne, a kind of council, in which he made A * D *747* 
feveral civil and religious regulations, particularly in regard 
to the neceffary provifions for men deftitute of neceflary 
fubfiftence, for widows and for orphans, for the repairing 
and rebuilding churches deftroyed in the wars, and for efta* 
blifhing tribunals for the adminiftration of juftice throughout 
his dominions *. But, while he was thus employed. Griffon 
was very far from being idle. If his brother Carloman was 
difgufted with fovereignty, this was nf>t at all his cafe, and 
therefore he took under-hand all the meafures poflible to fuc- 
ceed him. Having drawn many of the nobility to his in- 
tereft, and refolving to place himfelf at the head of thofe 
who had ever been the enemies of his family, he fecretly 
quitted his brother’s palace, and retired to Theodoric , duke 
of the Saxons y who received him with open arms, and re- 
volted, for the third time, in his behalf. His firft exploits 
were fome incurfions into Thuringia ; but % Pepin did not give 
him much time, for he adwnced fpeedily with gp army 
towards the country of the Saxons 9 notwithftanding 
the forces of Theodoric were more numerous m . The great 
inequality of numbers made his conduft appear the efffefts 
of refentment, or of ralhnefs. It was hot long before it 
tcj|5& another colour ; the SclavonianSy whom in the war of 
Bavaria he had treated with great generofity, fell ypon the 
Saxons with an army of one hundred thoufand men. Peptti 
charged them at the fame time, and Theodoric being a third 
time taken, he was not inclined to truft film any more, lb 
• « 

► Apon. Chrop. * Coutiu. FaiUEo* 2 Annale* 
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that we hejr nothing of him from this timej The miferable 
people implored mercy upon any terms ; Pepin extended his 
companion towards them, upon 'condition that they 'became 
Chriftians. Griffon having given Ihelter to the flying Saxons , 
chofc a ftrpng camp, and fortified it. Pepin advanced towards 
him ; but, when they were upon the point of engaging^ 
Griffon fent to make him fome propofitions, to which Pepin 
anfwered, that if he would lay down his arms and return to 
him, he would, notwithftanding all that was palled, receive 
him as his brother, and retired will* his forces, that he 
might have leifure to refleft upon his offer \ The true de- 
Jign of Griffon was only to gain time; he began to diltrull 
the Saxons, and was defirous of quitting their country. It 
was not long before he did it, in a manner that revived his 
ambition and his hopes, but which, the fame time, did 
no great honour to his reputation °. 

On the Odilon, duke of Bavaria , dying, left bchin^ hii*»*an 
death of infant fon Taffdon , by Hiltrude , the filter of Pepin , and the 
Odilon, half-filter of Griffon . This princefs, who had been always 
dukeo/Ba- fec re tly \ n his intereft, offered him a retreat in her damini- 
Y? r . la, ons, which he accepted ; and being quickly joined by a Itrong 
furts^tbe 0 f nialecontent Franks , he feized his filter and her fon, 

duMy C an< * cau ^ bimfelf t0 be proclaimed duke of Bavaria p. He 
from his was » however, fo apprehenfive of Pepin's, obliging him to 
nephew, defill from this ufurpation, that he applied himfelf to pope 
A.D.748. Zachary , to the abbot Optatus , and to his brother Carloman, 
to intreat their interpofition in his favour. They did accords 
ingly interpofe their good offices, but they fignified little; 
Pepin was inexorable: he faid it was one thing to forgive in- 
juries done to himfelf, and another to indulge an intruder, 
who had defpoiled a widow and an orphan. He took, therer 
fore, proper meafures, in the firft place, to prevent any trou- 
ble or difturbance/m the kingdom during hia abfence, and 
then njprched with a potent* army into Bavaria ; where, 
without liltening to any propofitions, he pufhed Griffon from 
poll to poll, till at length, having dilfipated his troops, he 
took him and the chief perfons of his party prifoners* 
He reftored his nephew Tajftlon to the duchy, under the tuir 
tion of his mother, and he brought his brother Griffon 
with him into France 9 : he did not fo much as reproach him 
with any thing that was palfed ; he only advifed him not to 
make any further trials ?f his patience for the time to come : 

• £don. Chron. ' 0 Contin. I^rkdeoarix* p Adon. 
Chron, i AnnaUs Metenfcs. 
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he explained to him the interefts of their family ;»he (hewed 
him that thofe who folliciteji him to thefe revolts would be 
the firft to ruin him, when he had anfw.ered their purpofes ; 
and, that he might .have no temptation to enter into frefli 
cabals, he gave him the town of Mans for his % refidence, 
with twelve counties for the maintenance of his houftiold,* 
and the . title of duke. All this had no effeft, he began in- 
ftantly to cabal again ; and knowing that the German na- 
tions were fo thoroughly humbled that they durft not ftir, 
he addrefled himfelf tb the duke of Aquitaine , and the only 
enemy his brother had, and therefore the only perfon he 
chofe for his friend. We lhall fee in the next feftion what 
was the event of this new confpiracy r . 

The empire of the Franks was now fo firmly eftablifhed, Pepin 
the tributary nations ib effe&ually humbled, the neighbour- comes tom 
ing ftates fo little in a condition to difturb this ftrong and rf/oJution 
fpiYftdin^power, that Pepin grew weary of the inferior titles °f 
of mayor of the palace, and duke and prince of the Franks , ^ 
and therefore refolved to execute the defign which his an- n 

ceftor, of the fame name, had formed. Having no far- Bellas tin 
ther ufe for the unfortunate Chilcleric, who had hitherto worn^,^ 0 f . 
the empty title of monarch of the Franks , but with lefs king. 
pomp and much lefs refpeft than was fhewn to any of his 
predeceffors, he determined to lay him intirely afide, and put A.D-750. 
an end to the race of Marovingian princes, who, for a feries of 
years, had been mere phantoms or idols of royalty, rather 
than kings *. To refolve and to execute in this cafe was 
for him equally eafy, as cofting him no other trouble than 
what it might give his confcience: the meafures he took 
to effeft this defign, and to quiet his mind after it was 
effefted, will appear in the next feftion, in which we are To 
treat of the reign of this prince, who was the firft of the 
fecond race of the kings of the Franks,* having given the 
reader the beft account in €ur power of Clovis ipd ills 
defeendants, which was the proper buftnefs of this. • 

* AfioN. Chronicon. * Contin. Frepegarji. 
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SECT/ II. 

$be Reign of Pepin le Bref, or the Short, in whom 
f began the Second Race • 

Pepin k T17HEN Pepin formed the defign of feating himfelf on 
Bref af - VV the throne of France, he had all the advantages 
tends the poffible, and at the fame time fcarce any thing to obftrufk 
throne , him. He was in the very flower of hfs age, the dignity con- 
and the fidered to which he afpired, being in his thirty-eigth year : 
remaining ^ had the birtiops and clergy at his devotion, to whom he 
Khe'male ^ een a g reat benefa&or, and had amply repaired thofe 
line are injuries, which they pretended to have received from his fa- 
Jkut up. ther Charles Martel : mod of the counts and dukes through- 
out the kingdom owed their preferments to him and his fa- 
mily : his gracious and affable behaviour had ren<fcre<MT!ra 
Very acceptable to the people, who, on the other hand, were 
taught to contemn and defpife king Childeric as a weak para- 
lytic creature, infirm alike in mind and in body \ There is, 
therefore, nothing more eafy, more natural, or more prob- 
able, than the Ample and fhort account given in the old 
chronicle, that, in the annual aflembly of the great men, in 
the month of March , it was propofed to remove Childeric , 
and to place Pepin on the throne ; whith, being unanimoufly 
refolved, was with little ceremony performed b . The com- ' 
mon account is better digefted and more plaufible. We are 
told, that the predeceflbr of Pepin had always entertained a 
fair correfpondence with the popes ; that he had himfelf prac- 
tifed the fame policy, with the fame view ; that, by per- 
mitting the bifhops of Rome to exercife authority in the do- 
minion of the Franks , the way was prepared to gain an entire 
fubmiffion to thaf authority, when, in fo capital a point as 
thjj?, if fhould be exercifed in*his favour. It is alfo affirmed, 
that Bur card, bifhop of IVirtzbourg, and Fulrade , abbot of 
St. Denis , were fent ambafladors to pope Zachary at Rome , 
%o lay before him the ftate of affairs in France , and*to intreat 
him to decide whether the regal dignity fhould remair 
one fo little capable to execute it, or whether it fhouH 
transferred to another, upon whom the welfare of the ftate 
had fo long depended, and who was capable of adding luftre 
to the crown be received from his perfonal merit c . It is 
added, that, to give the greater weight to thefe arguments, 

* Aimon, lib. iv. c. 60 . b Annalcs Benin; an. Annales 
jfra&c, Breves. « Apqn, Chron. • 
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it was hinted to the pdjx how effe&ually he might be fap- 
ported againft the Lombards , and released from alPdependance 
on the Greek emperors, if he paid a proper regard to this re- 
jprefentation. Upon this, it is fuppofed, he declared it law- 
ful to exclude one prince, and to fet up another; and that 
•this might be done in a manner the moft fatisfattory that 
could be to the people, St. Boniface , bifhop of Mentz, the 
pope’s legate, performed the ceremony of his inauguration at 
Soijffbns : fome, forgetting that of Clovis, fay that this 
Was the firft folenyi, coronation, with un&ion, that was 
ever feen in France ; and that Pepin was particularly pleafed 
to have this ceremony compared to the anointing of David 
by Samuel upon the rejefting of Saul d . 

But to the whole of this ftory there are fome very ftrong Qiugfat 
objections. Such as, that -the ancient chronicles are equally t ^ t y € 
filent as to the conctftrence of the pope, and as to this folemn hi ft or y of 
coronation ; that the pupil of this faint Boniface (who, by his inau • 
the wa^T was an Englijb monk, and, till by command of the guratiou 
pope he aflumed the name of Boniface , was called Winfrid ), Boni- 

was an entire ftranger to this tranfaClion ; and that, long after ^ a,ce ! \ 
the fuppofed fan&ion and coronation, Pepin 9 s conference was ^Mentsu 
uneafy till his fcruples were cured by another pope. But, ^ 
whatever incertainty there may be as to the means, there was 
none at all as to the faft c . Childeric , after haying his hair 
.cut off, was conduced to the monaftery of Sithieu, in the 
diocefe of Terovenne, now the abby of St. Bertin at Omers . 

There he was received as a monk by the abbot Nanthaire % 
and breathed his laft in this place about three or four years 
afterwards; his confort Gefilic was likewife put into a con- 
vent ; and their fon Thierri , being fhaved, parted the re- 
mainder of his days in the monaftery of Fontenelle , or, as it 
1$ now ftilled, Vandrille , in Normandy f . Thus, in a few 
years, and without any fenfible commotion, this great change 
• was made. 

The fame vigilance and aftivity which Pepin fllad {pund Pepin r*- 
requisite in acquiring the crown, became no lefs neceflary to duces the 
keep it* The Saxons , notwithftanding all they had furthered, Saxons, 

‘ were again in arms ; againft whom Pepin marched with an bis brother 
•••’•my, chaftifed them very feverely, and augmented their an- Griffon is^ 
nual tribute. At his return from this war he had an account * fy 
of the death of his brother Griffon ; in relating which, how- ^ fire / 
ever, authors are not well agreed. Pepin feat a herald to ^ ns ^ 

m others* 
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, demand him from the duke of Aquitaine, and that duke . 
abfolutely fefufing to deliver him up, he remained fome time 
at his court ; but conceiving, as feme fay, a fufpicion, that, if 
he (houlcf be once attacked, the duke would make his own 
peace at his expence, or elfe flattering himfelf with hopes of 
being better fupported by AJiolphus , king of the Lombards » 
he endeavoured to withdraw himfelf, and to retire into Italy ; 
but finding the pafs of Maurienne guarded by a corps of 
troops commanded by Theodon , count of Vienne, and Frede- 
rick , governor of Burgogne Traiisjurpne, or the further 
Burgundy , he boldly attacked him with a handful of forces 
he had with him, in which attion all the three chiefs fell g . 
Others allege, that, falling in love with the duke of Aqui- 
taine's wife, who was one of the handfomeft women of that 
age, the duke became fo jealous of him, that Griffon found 
it requifitc, for his own fafety, to retire into Italy , and 
was, by that prince’s order, aflaffinated in his paflage. Be 
that as it would, it was a great piece of good fiSrtumT to 
Pepin , who loft in this brother the moft bitter and determined 
enemy he ever had, and who, as long as he lived, would 
never have defifted from giving him trouble. The Bretons 
having made fome incurfions during Pepin's abfence, he made 
an incurfion into their country, and forced the count to pur- 
chafe peace by renewing his homage This raifed his repu- 
tation f® high, that a noble Goth , whole name was Anji- 
mende, and who, having feized the towns of Nimes y Magalone , 
Agde, and Befiers, had gallantly defended them againft the 
Moors , demanded of his own accord the protection of Pepin , 
and became his vaflal. This opened a paflage for the Franks 
into the country which the Goths formerly held, and which 
was now poflefled by the infidels, and gave Pepin an oppor- 
tunity of inverting Narbonnt\ the fiege of which his father 
. had been forced to raife. He found it fo flrong, and fo well 
defended, that heSvas forced to turn his fiege into a block- 
ade, and, after it had lafted thfee years, it was rendered into 
hisliands: an acquifition equally valuable in its nature, and 
honourable in the world’s opinion *. 

- s An affair of greater confequence now demanded tiie king’s 
dbenlU attentl0n * The popes had long thought themfelves in 
implores * ^ ieffed an( * precarious condition, and Stephen the third looked 
his pro - u P on his cafe to be defperate. On one fide, AJiolphus , king 

teQion , of the Lombards, had made himfelf mafter of the exarchate 

of Ravenna , an^almoft^ll that the Greek emperors held in 

f M> on. Chron. h Ajmon/ lib. iv. Annales Franc. 
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•Italy, infifted upon bring acknowleged king at Rome, and and comes 
threatened the city with a fiege if the pope did nfit comply k . to receive 
On the other hand, the •emperor Conjlantine Cgpronymus , int9 
treading in the footfteps of his predecefiot-, tvas zealous in the ^ ranc ®« 
fupport of the Iconoclafts , or image-breakers, whom the pope 
treated as heretics, and from whom, therefore, Ite could ex- 
pert but little affiftance. In this critical conjunfture, he 
firft defired to have a fafe condurt giyep him to come to 
Pavia to treat with Jlftolplms , and when he found him not 
to be moved by pr^fejAs, prayers, or tears, he demanded 
leave to retire into France . In this demand he was feconded 
by the French ambaffadors, fo that though very un- 

willing, was obliged to confent, and the pope accordingly 
proceeded in his journey K On his arrival Pepin paid him 
all pollible refpert, lodged .him in the abbey of St. Denis , 
and took all the car^imaginable of him during a longfick- 
nefs. In return, the pontif (hewed himfelf ready to gratify 
himTTn Whatever he could defire, and particularly abfolved 
him for the breach of his oath to his mafter Childeric : he 
alfo crowned him in the church of St. Denis , together with 
his queen Bertrade , bellowing at the fame time the regal 
unrtion upon his fons Charles and Carloman; adding to all 
this, the title of Romanorum Patricias, for him and each of 
his fons, which was to be interpreted, declaring them patrons 
or protertors of the Roman people ; an honour of which the 
pope fufficiently availed himfelf m . 

The king of the Lombards, who very eafily faw what all Pepin cozr- 
this would end in, fent for Optatus , abbot of Mount CaJJin , dufis the 
and for Carloman , to whom, having reprefented the mif- pope back 
chievous confequences that would attend a war in Italy , he mto Italy 
compelled the abbot to enjoin Carloman to go with all poflible m 
fpeed to his brother’s court, to difTuade Pepin from coming a f m y* 
to extremities. Carloman obeyed his abbot, went into « s 

and, as a certain hiftorian favs, pleaded 10 zealoufly for his tQ a £ ace 
client, that he equally offended the king and the pojJfe, ijfo- which he 
much that the former, at the perfuafion of the latter, put his breaks foon 
children into convents, and fhaved them ; which, with other after, 
ill ufage/had fuch an effeft upon the mind of that virtuous 
And honeft prince, that he did not long furvive it n . His 
di&ourfe, however, made fuch an impreflion upon the French 
lords, that they were by no means inclined to enter into the 
war, but infifted that ambaffadors fhould be fent to AJldphus t 

k Anast. in Vita Stephan III. 1 Contin. Chron. 
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to try whether this depute might not he adjufted. He made! 
great copcfffions ; but the pope would not be fatisfied, and 
at length fo wrought upon the,, nobility, by his intreaijes* 
that the <*ar was refolved. Pepin conduced the pope, with 
an army, back into Itafy f and, having forced the pafs of 
Mauricnm r befieged AJiolphus in Pavia, and obliged him 
not only to renopounce all pretenfions to the fovereignty of 
Pome, but alfo to rclinquifh the exarchate of Ravenna , and 
all his conquers ; tor the due performance of which treaty, 
in all its points, he took the king’s oath, and that of hi 9 
principal nobility °. Being thus mailer of Ravenna, he be- 
llowed it as a free gift, if the French hiftorians may be cre- 
dited, on the pope and his fucceffors, and at the fame time 
fent the pontif to Rome , under the efcorte of a confiderable 
body of troops, commanded by his natural brother Jerom. 
How generous foever Pepin's intentions might be, or how 
grateful foever the pope might feem for this benefit, yet he 
had a fecret referved right, by which he difpenfecLwitir the 
notion of accepting this, in the light of a donation P. The 
exarchate of Ravenna had belonged to the emperor Conjlanline 
fCopronymus , whom he confidered as a heretic ; in that light 
he ccafed to have any right to hold it, and, as the fpoil of a 
heretic, it belonged to the church. This Angular and extra- 
ordinary right could not be defeated, either by the conqueft of 
.the king of the Lombdris, or by the taking it from him by 
the lung of the Franks ; fo that the bounty of Pepin , in the 
pope’s fenfe, was only putting him in pofleflion of a thing 
to which he had a juft title, and which had been withheld 
from him by force. If the pope had his referves, AJlolphus 
had likewife his fecorid thoughts, which were, that he had 
paid too high a price for railing the fiege, and, therefore, as 
toon as the Franks were retired, he refufed to comply with 
the treaty, or to part with a fingle town of his conquefts ; 
the pope, as fooft as he was informed of this, difpatched 
abbot tiilrade to carry his complaints, and to demand frefji 
alftrtance from king Pepin 9. 

Pepin re* Astolphus had forefeen the ftep the pope would take, 
turns to and, therefore, to complete his fcheme, invefted Rbme in the 
the pope's .month pf January , demanding of the inhabitants to have_ 
mjjtftance, the pope delivered into his hands ; in which cafe he promifed 
to do him no hurt, threatening otherwife to demolilh the 
Alto pirns c j c ^ ^ n( j tQ p Ut t j 1€m t0 t he fword. The people, having fo 

0 Cent. Faedegar. p Anast. in Vita Stephan. Ilf. 
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recent an example of the king’s preferring his interefl to his to a more 
engagments, rejedlcd the propofition, and prepared to make fgaww*- 
a vigorous defence. Afiolphus deftroyed all their country, ntou 5 
palaces, and ruined every thing in the neighbourhood ofP eacel 
Rome ; which ferved only to provoke them, and 'diltrefs his 
own troops. Thefe afts of feverity took from the Romans ail 
thoughts of fafety but from a brave deface ; which, with 
the help of the French officers, was fo well conduced, that 
AJlolphus was ftill before Rome when he heard the news that 
Pepin had repaired the Alps, had inverted Pavia , and that; 
in ftiort, he was on the point of lofing his capital, and per- 
haps his dominions r . He was conftrained, therefore, to make 
peace a fecond time, upon terms infinitely worfe than thofe to 
which he fubmitted before* Befides abandoning Ravenna 
and all his conquerts, *with the addition of Comachio , he was 
conrtrained to pay a large fum of moflcy, under the title of 
the CZpemcs of the war, and to fubmit to the revival of the 
old tribute, which had been rclinquilhed by Clot air e the fe- 
cond. The peace being made, Pepin made a tour to Rome, 
where he was received with great pomp ; but finding that 
his flay gave great uneafinefs to the Creeks , and was not very 
acceptable to the pope, he quickly left the city, having 
renewed and confirmed his donation. Having obliged 
AJlolphus to perforin the treaty in every refpett, he fent the 
keys of Ravenna and the rert of the cities, by the abbot; 

Fulrade , who was his chancellor, to Rome ; who offered 
them on the tomb of St. Peter , in anfwer, as it may be fup- 
pofed, to the letter which the pope tranfmitted to him during 
the fiege, and which was penned in the name of that apoftle*. 

In all probability things might have once more changed their 
face, if AJlolphus had not fallen from his horfe, as he was 
hunting, and broke his neck. This produced great con- 
fulion ; for he had mounted the throne upon the abdication 
of his brother Rachis , who, of his own accord, retired**? 
the monartery of Mount Cajjin, and Jived there with duke 
Carloman. The throne being now vacant, mort of the 
nobility, invited him to reafcend it ; w r hile, on the other hand^ 

Didier , general of AJlolphus'^ forces, was very defirous of 
exchanging his fword for a feepter*. The thing was difficult; 
he had not fo much as the colour of a title ; but, to fupply 
this defett,*he had recourfe to the pope, and began with ful- 
filling the late treaty to the utmoft ; next hecnade a prefeati 

o 
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of the city of Bologna and its diftriCt ; and laftly he promifed 
the moft profound obedience for*himfelf and his fucceflors* 
Upon this, the pope reprefented to Rachis, that his endear 
vour to refume the crown was a wicked and facrilcgious at- 
tempt ; wlfich his piety induced him to believe ; fo that* 
retiring back again to his convent, he left the kingdom to 
Didier , and the vrne in poffeffion of the places he had dif- 
membered from it, with feme other advantages ariiing from 
his fanCtion afforded to this fcttlement ^ 

After his Pepin, after his return into his own dominions, em- 
retumthe ployed himfclf chiefly in regulating public affairs ; and, for 
fongfcttles this purpofe, held the annual affembly of the ftates at Com - 
the inte - piegne, not in the month of March, as the ancient cuftom 
nor go- was> but ill that of May; which alteration, we are told, 
njervment too j, place from their having now cavalry in their army ; 
rpalL nit A. ^vhereas, in the earlier times, the forces of the Franks con- 
regulates e nt h'dy of foot; and, as thefe affemblies ^rt^held 

other aft immediately before they took the field, it was neceffary they 
fairs, fhould wait till there was forage w . In the affembly of this 
A. I). 756. year, TaJJilon , Pepin s nephew, and duke of Bavaria , did 
homage for his dominions ; and the king of the Sclavonians T 
of his own accord, demanded the protection of Pepin, and 
did the like. The Greek emperor fent his ambafladors, to 
reprefent the injuftice that had been done him, in giving the 
pope the exarchate of Ravenna and bther diftriCts in Italy , 
and at the fame time made him very magnificent prefents ; 
" amongft which was the firfl organ ever feen in France, and 
which w T as given by the king to the church of Compiegne. 
The next year died the pope ; and his brother Paul, being 
chofen his fucceflor, fent to intreat king Pepin to continue to 
him his protection ; which the king very kindly promifed, 
and very punctually kept his .word *. The following year 
the Saxons made a general revolt, which conftrained the king 
tc. turn the forces of his dominions on that fide ; which gave 
the Lombards an opportunity of difturbing the pope, and 
endeavouring, in conjunction with the Greek emperor, to 
recover all the places that had been yielded 18 the fee of 
Rome ; but Pepin, returning victorious, and having con- 
ftrained the Saxons , not only to fubmit, but to add likewlfe 
to their former tribute three hundred horfe, which were to 
be prefented annually in the affembly held in the month of 
May, had leisure to look abroad, and to give the pope that 

An ast. in vita Stephan. III. *A don. Chron. w Annales 
Metenfes. Hiftoirc de bran, par P* Daniel * Cant. 
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proteftion, of Which tie ftood in great need. He fent for this 
purpofe his ambaflkddrs to Pavia , to declare to king Didier ; 
that, if he did not immediately put all things 69 the toot of 
the treaty made when he was laft in Italy; he wouid return 
thither with an army, and regulate them in fuch a manner as 
fhould put it out of his power to create any farther difturb.- 
ances. Didier was conftrained to fubmit, and to-^romife 
all that was demanded ; but with a fulfetfqntion not to'keep 
his word, in cafe any opportunity offered 7)f breaking it with 
impunity, which h« iittempted ; but, for the prefen t, with- 
out effect. A more promifing occafion prdeuted ltfelf 
not long after, which he did not neglect >', 

Gaifre, or Vaifar , duke of Aquitaine , regarded the W'arn.vitk 
prolpcrity of Pepin with an envious eye, and, on the other f ^ e 
hand, that monarch wanted only a fair opportunity to de- °f , 
fpoil him of his dominions. This difpofition in both ren- 
de red th em perpetually refflefs and untafy. Vaifar fpoiled A,,u, 7 
foine cITurches of their lands, the bifliops of which had put 
themfelves under the protection of France . Pepin demanded 
reftitution by his ambafladors ; and, the negotiation pro- 
ceeding but ilowly, he palled the Loire with an army, obliged 
him to promife what he had demanded, and to give hoftages 
for the performance of what he promifed £ . The next year, 
when Pepin, was at a great diftance regulating affairs in his 
German dominions, jhe duke of Aquitaine fent an army to 
Burgundy , where they ravaged the country as far as Chalons ; 
and, having burned the fuburbs of that city, returned 
loaded with booty. Pepin was, by no means, of a humour 
to endure fuch an infult ; he returned, therefore, with all 
poflible expedition, paired the Loire with his army, ravaged 
all the country as far as Limoges ; and, that it might remain 
in a defenceless condition, razed all the cattles in Auvergne a . 

The next year he paffed the Loire for t£e third time, laid 
fiege to Bourges , and, having made himfclf matter of it 
after a long defence, repaired, and placed in it a good«gar- 
rifon. He puttied things fo far this campaign, that Remijtain t 
uncle to^lukc Vaifar, believing the ruin of his itephew to be 
inevitable, fubmitted to the king, and was extremely well 
^received. The fpring following, Pepin aflembled a numerous? 
army at Nevers ; with which he patted the Loire , wafting all 
the country before him with fire and fword, under a full 
perfuafion, that, before the end the fummer, he fhouhf 
drive the duke out of his dominions : andr4t is highly prob- 

Y Paul. Diacon.- Hift.l-ong. * Anast. in vita sTephan. 
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able this would have happened, if an unforefeen accident had 
A.D.763 not, for the prefent, entirely changed the face of affairs b . 

An accident, ipringing from his profperity, which amazed 
and alarmed all his neighbours, 

The duke Tassilon, duke of Bavaria , his nephew*, had remained 
£/*Bava at his court 'trom the time he did him homage, and had even 
ria retires attended' him in fome of thefe expeditions ; but, about the 
into his time of the r md^WTOUs at Nevers , he feigned an indifpofi- 
own Jo- tion, and, whrle his uncle was in the field, retired, with alt 
tntmonsy poffible fpced and fecrefy, into his o\vn dominions ; where he 
and re- a # ec i as a n independent prince, married a daughter of the 
^homae to Lombards, and difeovered plainly, that he did 

Pepin. not i nc ^ lie to b e a tame fpe&ator of the deflriuflion ©f the 
duke of Aquitaine. Pepin , upon the firfl intelligence of his 
nephew’s retreat, repaired the Loire , leaving behind him many 
flagrant proofs of his indignation ngainft both dukes, and of 
his defire to make them feel the full weight of his refit- 
ment c . He was, however, far from departing, even in 
thefe circumftanccs, from the charafter which he had efta- 
blifiied for prudence ; he determined tochaftife thefe princes, 
but he would not take any fuch violent meafures as, in their 
confcquences at leafl, might chaflife his fubjefts and himfelfl 
He augmented the fortifications and the garrifon of Bourges ; 
he repaired feveral other places on the frontiers, and filled 
them with troops. By this difpofition he covered his own 
country, while that of his enemy was expofed to continual 
incurfions. He reckoned himfelf, therefore, fecurc on thi* 
fide, and, for the two fucceeding years, held the annual 
aiTemblies in May , in the city of JVorms ; hiving always 
about hirn fuch an army, as obliged the duke of the Bavari- 
ans to refpeft the king of France, though he had vifibly dif- 
icgardeJ him as his uncle. Taffilon was a young prince of 
parts and of difcer®ment ; he had a mind to be independent, 
and he v$as jealous of the power of Pepin ; he was fenfible of 
his tlifpleafure ; but, as things flood, he faw it was not his 
interefl to pufli farther, by committing hoftilities d . Pepin 
had his reafons likewife for keeping on the defenfivec he Was 
endeavouring to detach the king of the Lombards from his 
alliance with the Greek emperor; and he had another nego«* 
tiation on the carpet with that emperor, who had his am- 
bafladors at his court, labouring to perfuade him not to 
hinder his recovering Rqyenna , and at the fame time pro- 
pofing a marriage between prince Leo and the princefs 

b Contin. Frfdec. Adosj. Chron. c Annales Metenfes. 
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Cefilie, daughter to Pepin. As to the firft, *he anfwered 
plainty, that he had conquered Ravenna from th$ Lombards , 
that he had given it to the fee of Rome, and that he would 
maintain the pope in his pode/Iion. As to the latter, he 
raifed difficulties from the emperor’s attachment the Icom- 
clafts. To which the ambalfadors anfwered, thaothty ad- 
mired his zeal for religion ; but that, it-J^fauffed this dif- 
pute to be examined to the bottom, he wouloFfind that the 
emperor was alfo zeikyis for the Chriftian faith, and did not 
deferve tor be ftiled a heretic for his endeavours to remove 
what had a manifeft tendency to idolatry e . 

In the mean time the duke of Aquitaine , perceiving how«A.D.76y. 
much he was diftrefled by this new manner of making war, ^ king 
and that Pepin was preparing to pafs the Loire again with a t ^ s 
numerous army, hau recourfe to a very lingular and It range ™* e ?f 
expedient. He difmantled mod: of the great towns that were 
ncareffThe enemy, fortified a few of the ftrongeft places he on 
had ; and, alfembling a great army, refolved to try, what the dukeof 
he had not yet done, his fortune in the field. Pepin , hav- Bavaria 
ing pa/fed the Loire, began to repair and fortify the places demands 
which the duke had demolifhed ; to prevent which Vaifar peace- 
advanced dire&ly towards him with his forces, and gave him 
battle f . He had the misfortune to be totally defeated; and 
this had fuchan effedt # upon his fpirits, that he fent to de/ire 
peace, almoU upon any terms that the viftor fliould preferibe. 

Pepin paid little regard to his piopofition, purfued his own 
fcherne of reftoring the difmantled towns, and receiving into 
his proteftion all who fubmitted. His nephew, the duke of 
Bavaria , who had exadt intelligence of his uncle’s proceed- 
ings, thought it high time to make his own peace, and not 
run the hazard of being treated as the duke of Aquitaine was, 
when he fhould be undone. The king miyie no difficulty of 
accepting his fubmiffion ; wljich, indeed, was all ^hat he 
wanted, and was, with good reafon, well pleafed with •fa- 
taming all the effetts of vidlory, without fo much as running 
the hazarc^of a war S. 

To give fome content to the Greek emperor Conjlantine Rcimuam 
C^pronymus, and that his own proceedings might appear the re ! ur ? s *? 
more impartial, Pepin ordered a general aflembly of the^f^^^ 
bifhops to be held at Gentilli, a royal villa about a league 
from Paris ; where the great point £>f images being lawful cade's 
or unlawful in churches was folemnly difeutfid, But what, France, is 
or, indeed, whether any, /cfolution was taken does ngt ap- taken and 

hanged '* 
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4.D.767. pear h . Tins aflembly feems to have been held about Chriji - 
mas ; and fron after, notwithftandftig the rigour of the feafon, 
the king made his fixth expedition into Aquitaine , where he 
reduced Toulou/e , and all the adjacent country. „ He kept the 
feaft of Faber at Vienne ; and, the fummer being very hot, 
put klj «.*rmy into quarters of cantonment. At length,' in 
the month if. 1 , attcr having held another aflembly of 

the nobility gtt tiourges, he ordered his forces to take the 
field, and advance towards the Gar#njte ; where they gra- 
dually forced all the fortified ports, and at length pufhed 
their conquefts as far as the Upper Auvergne *. In tjiecourfe 
of this campaign, Rcmifiain , who had been fo well received 
py the king, returned again to his nephew ; and, to make 
an atonement for his defertion,- as well as to convince his 
countrymen that he was in earneft in ‘this new change, he 
abted agaii^t the French with cruelty as well as vigour^ and 
Jnftrudted the Gafcons how to make their incurfidiST^ As 
the length of this ruinous war had fcarce left the poflibility 
of fubJlrtence in a fettled condition, the country fwarmed with 
men ready to undertake any thing that might preferve them 
from perjihing; and, at the head of thefe, Remiflain per- 
formed fome confiderable exploits k . But Pepin , equally 
piqued at the depredations he made, and at his ingratitude, 
not only difpatched feveral parties to reprefs him and his aflo-: 
ciates, but alfo gave exprefs directions, that, if poflible, 
they Ihould feize his perfon ; which, at length, they did ; 
and, having brought him into Pepin's prefence, he, after re- 
proaching him feverely, bidered him to be hanged ! . We 
have related this matter mqre particularly ; becaufe thofe, 
who char ge Pepin with cruelty, infill chiefly on this inftance m ; 
jn which, however, there might be as much of policy as of 
feverity, for reafojs which will prefently appear. 

%b<' a var Pippin, feeing all things prepared to his mind, and having 

in Aqui- noGeafon to doubt the fuccefs of his fchemes, inarched with a 
tain tear- ijumerous army, the next fummer, to the banks of the river 
rieaon Garonne , fully determined to put an end to the war, by a 
*vi- jjidicious and vigoious exertion of the fuperiority*he had in 
& 0U *' a V d his hands. The people and the nobilify, equally terrified 
imaged, fent deputies to intreat his clemency towards 
absolute tn P* e > wcre no l° n g e r able to refill him. The king 
conqutft. offered to take them immediately into his grote&ion, upon 
- ' their fubmiflip%- and taking an oath of obedience. They 

h feciNAjtD ad an. predidh A don. Chron. 1 Cont. 
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willingly accepted thlfe conditions: upon whi^h the mother, A.D.768. 
the lifter, and the niece, of Vaifar , came in, and were pre- 
fented to Pepin , who received them kindiy. • Eonc, who 
had married another filter of the duke’s lurrendered like- 
wife, and met with the like treatment n . It now appeared 
plainly, that Pepin had in view the entire and aMolute con- 
queft of Aquitaine , which drove the unfortmpfF^uke to 
defpair.* He retired, with a fmall boffy f^st^rcrmined men, 
into Saintongc . there to fell their lives and lioerty as dear as 
polfible ; the fmalkiafs of his forces leaving him fcarce a 
chance for viftory, and the lituation of the country taking 
from him all hopes of efcape °. About this time the ambaf- 
fadors, who had been fent to the khalif, returned ; but what 
was the nature or the end of their negotiation does nor 
appear S At Rome , a layman having feared himfelf in the 
chair of St. Peter , through the countenance of the king of 
theLombards, addrefled himfelf to Pepin for fupport, as be- 
licvm^him the more powerful patron of the two * ; but, 
before this* application was well made, he was depofed, and 
Stephen the fourth advanced to the fee of Rome ; who like- 
wife fent ambaftadors to acquaint/V/i/z with his elevation, and 
to defire his protection r . 

The king, eagerly defiling to put an end to the war, and Duke of 
of perfecting his great fcheme of uniting Aquitaine once more Aqui- 
to the crown of France, leaving his queen and court at taine 
Xaintes , marched to attack the duke in his fortified ports % $*}*%**& 
Authors relate very differently the iftiie of this laft difpute. £*<8. . 

Some fay, that, after being defeated in battle, Vaifar was 
furrounded and cut to pieces as he endeavoured to make his j f 
cfcape s . Others allege, that, feeing the day loft, his own j)enis/ 
people, in hopes of making their court to the victorious 
monarch, and weary of fliaring the misfortunes of a prince, 
from whom they could now expeft no reward, put an end to 
his forrows and his life l . However, it is univerfally allowed, 
that he perifhed with his arms in his hands ; and that he^ied 
unhappy, but unconquercd. Thus, in the fpace of nine 
years, Pfpin finifhed his conquefts, and re-annexed Aqui- 
taine to his dominions, from which it had been detached 
near half a century. He had fcarce time to tafte the joy of 
this great event, being feized, at his return to Xaintes , with 
a fever, which increafed upon his being carried to Tours , 

• 
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put of devotion to St. Martin ; and. Being conveyed from 
♦hence to St. Denis , he there expired, of a dropfy, and a 
complication <of diforders, on the 2jd of September , in .the 
year {even hundred and fixty-eight, in the feventeenth of his 
reign, and in the fifty -fourth of his life u . He was interred 
in* the churq# of that monaltery, with all poffible honours, 
and hisf''&ul‘h deplored by all ranks of people as a public 
calamity ; fbJ^V.-fJfl^time the French had not fccn*a more 
wife, aftive, oMforfunate prince ; one who had maintained 
peace and tranquility at home, and at tfie fame time fup- 
ported, and even augmented, the credit of the nation abroad. ■ 
But it is necelTary to enter into this matter a little more par- 
ticularly, fince, by laying down a few obfervations founded 
on fafts, the hiftory of this reign, and of thofe that are tq 
follow, may he very much illultrated. 

Maxims It appears not a little ltrange, more especially to modem 
^/'Pepin’j hiftorians, confidering the vail extent of his geniu s^^ he 
policy in g rc at number of his nobility, and the nature of histitle 
1/fTU'vem- to the crown, that, in the courfe of fevenreen years admini- 
ftration, Pepin fhould not be expofed fo much as to one pri- 
*Jom vate conf P i,ac y^ or public infnrreftion, but maintain a full 

intro- and Solute authority, as if he had derived his claim of fo- 

j UCtn v a vereignty from a long train of anceftors. The refolving this 
Tteivefta difficulty, by faying he was fortunate, would fcarce be 
lift ment. efteemed facisfaftory in fo inquifitive arv age as this. The 
true flate of the matter is, that it flowed from his policy, 
and from that fingulir fagacity, which is difcoverable thro* 
the whole courfe of his conduft. He obferved, that princes, 
who afletted to govern with a plenitude of power, are very 
rarely happy or beloved ; and that thofe, who confide their 
authority to others, feldom preferve it long, whether it be 
wejj or ill employed ; for, if their minifters be either weak 
or wicked, themfelv^s in the end bear the blame ; and, on 
the other # hand, if they are mtiiflf great talents and abilities, 
they Arrogate to themfelves, in procefs of time, that power 
which was originally delegated to them from their matters w . 
He guarded effectually againft both evils. He held Jus par- 
liaments, or great councils of the nobility, regularly. He 
propofed in them, in fuch a manner as was moft fuitable to 
his ends, the meafures that he meant to purfue ; and, as thefe 

u Eginard in Vita & Qeftis Caroli magni. Adon. Chron. 
Aimon, lib 67. w Origines des Tignitez Sc 
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were calculated for thfe public fervice, fo he undertook the 
(execution of them as a point of duty, and left "the glory of 
advifing and contriving them to thofe affemblieg. By this 
means he interefted the clergy and the nobility in all hisJ 
fchemes, and was, in appearance, the minuter of their] 
councils, while, in reality, he profecuted his \wn ; for 
though no prince was more ready to hear advice J^AeweJ 
a greater deference to the fenriments ^f.p^IyaflbLnblieg; 
yet, when he came into aftion, he pcrforuiedjfoll. He was 
no fooner declared king, than he marched again!! the SaJtons. 
He received pope Stephen with all the reverence poffible, and 
paid him the molt profound fubmilEon ; but he derived from 
thence prodigious advantages ; he wiped from the remem- 
brance of the people the manner in which he had acquired 
the fovereignty ; fo that, in fetting up the pope, he fet up 
his own power. Tfie nobility of France were aver fe to the 
/^/jguexpedition ; in which he would not embark, till the 
pop?s L prayers and intreaties had obtained their aflenr. His 
predeceHors had loll great armies in that counrry, and fooner 
or later drew nothing from it but difgrace. Pepin faw their 
milhkes, and avoided them. He had no ambition to make 
conqncrts in Italy ; but it was of great importance to weaken 
the power of the Lombards , and to leave that country fo di- 
vided, as that he might never receive any trouble from 
thence. He raifed the power of the popes, and made them 
truly princes ; but he detached them from the Greek em- 
perors, and rendered them dependent on himfelf. In confe- 
quence of this wife management, he derived glory and fecu- 
rity from thofe expeditions, that had probably been fatal to 
any other French prince. It was not till he had cut him off 
from all fupport, that he began the war with the duke of 
Aquitaine , in which, however, he made a full, Hod when his 
nephew retired into his own dominions ; by which he pre- 
vented a dangerous diverfion^ which that p: incc would other- 
wife have mack. But, though he deJiltcd, he never^de- 
parted from his defign of reducing Aquitaine , and he ac- 
complifhjd it, as fee did every thing, by a proper mixture of 
deliberation and vigour; deriving, from his own penetration 
and perfeverance, that fuccefs which later writers would 
attribute to fortune : but nearer his own time it was 
better underftood ; for otherwife. Prudent as Pepin, had 
never become a proverb in France 

z Lb Gendre, Mceur^ Sc Coutumcs des Francois, par P. 
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*Fht mta - There is, perhaps, another circunftance that may fet his 

fures £* conduct in a more flriking point of view. His figure was fo 
took to > far from having any thing in it njajeftic, that it was rather 
prevent ; ^ CO ntra^y. In point of ftature, we are told, . that he 
the mean* » wantc j f lX inches of five feet, whence he wasfurnamed the 
hi h Short ; but. in regard to fize, he was of fuch a make as pro- 
perjon r ^ .. :ure j iunywwife the appellation of Pepin the Croft , or the 
derin^his of St. Gal , amongfl: many idle ftories, has 

admin t- pi.ferved oM>V* l Wfifi$ prince, which moft of the hiftorians 

f ration hav v tranfcrilftd, and which indeed ought to be preferred y . 

contempt- Pepin had been i nformed that fome of his pri ncipal commanders 
ihle. had made themfelves merry with his figure; he invited 
them, therefore, to a fpeftacle at Fcrriers, which, in that 
age, was not uncommon. This was a combat between a 
lion and a bull : the king was feated on his throne, and all 
his great officers about him, when the «beafts were let out. 
The lion immediately leaped upon the bull, and brought him 
to the ground, and was on the point of ftranglifljfffim. 
Which of you, faid Pepin , will make that beaft let go his 
prey ? His great lords gazed in filence. That tafk mud be 
mine, added Pepin ; and, defeending from his royal (eat, 
advanced with his fword drawn direftly towards the beads. 
The lion, turning his eyes towards him, began to raife him- 
felt upon the bull, when, at a fingle blow, the king divided 
the head from the body. As he returned to his throne, he 
faid, without any emotion, “ David wa? a little man, and yet 
a he triumphed over Goliath ; Alexander too was alittleman, 
« but his arm was ftronger, and his heart more intrepid, 
“ than thofe of many of his captains, who were taller and 
« handfomer than hc. n This taught his officers difcrction, 
and his people refpett. We may, from thefe remarks, with 
great certainty, infer, that this founder of the fecond race of 
French kings had great perfonal merit, and might, therefore, 
have deferved a mole honourable infeription than that which 
is placedfupon his tomb, Cy giftie Pere de Charlemagne ; that 
is, Mere lies the father of Charlemagne *. It is true, this fe- 
cond race are fliled Carlovingians ; but i J is not decided, 
whether in honour of Charles Martel , the father of Pepin, 
or of Charles the great, his fon. Be that as it will, Pepin 
atchieved what the one left imperfett, and opened that path 
to glory, which the other purfued with fo great applaufe. 
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SECT. III. 

‘fit Reign of Charles tfie Great, King of France, andj 
Emperor of the Weft. 



C HARLES and Carloman fucceeded their f\jher PepiiM 

according to the defire that monarch exps^® 1 ^ t\A Charles 
nobility that were about him, at the^iifj^^his deorffe, after- 
and were folemnly proclaimed fixteen days aner his d/ith, wards fur- 
Charles at Noycn t and Carloman at Soijfons a . Charles was, 
at this time, in the twenty -fifth year of his age, and as re* ^harle- 
markably tall as his father was fhort, being near feven feet ma S^ e * 
in height, well-proportioned, but rather inclining to fat, f” „ 
fi frefh florid complexion, a majeftic air, very robufl: in h*i9 
conllitution, gay and Uprightly in his temper, very aftive,^,^,. 
and capable of bearing much fatigue. His mind was truly Pepin. 
heFufcj* generally fpeaking, equal and compofed in his con- 
duct, fu much fupeiior to fortune as never to be either ruf- 
fled or elated, of fo comprehenfive a genius, that he not only 
afpired to, but excelled in, all that became a great prince, an 
excellent officer, an able Aatefman, and as well verfed in let- 
ters as any man of his time; zealous in religion, and exaft in 
his devotion. His char after, fair as it was, wanted not 
blemifties, which arofe chiefly from his ambition, and a no- 
tion he received freftn thence, that many things might be 
difpenfed with from reafons of ftate. In foine inftances he 
was certainly not mailer of hispaffions; in others he was 
milled by the errors of the times; but take him in the whole 
circle of his charafter, with thofe allowances that are com- 
monly made for fuch as aft in fo high a Iphere, and he muft 
be acknowleged as wife and brave a monarch, as that or per- 
haps any other age produced b. His younger brother Car- 
loman refembled him very little; his virtues or his vices were 
not very confpicuous; but he was chiefly diftinguiftied by a 
contentious, fufpicious, peevifh difpofmon, which left HTm in 
the hands of fuch of his courtiers as were leaf! worthy of his 
K confideftce, and who gained it by throwing doubts and fears 
in his way, which kept him perpetually uneafy, and attached 
to thofe who made him fo c . Both the brothers were mar- 


ried, in a manner not very fuitable to their birth or intercfls, 
and both were too much Grangers to bufinefs, from the 
warm and enterprifing humour of>heir fa t thcr, who loved to 
execute every thing himfelf. It feems to TSey-lv^ fome mea- 
fure, certain, that a dirtfion of Pepin ' s dominions ^as pro- 
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jefted, and perhaps fettled between them* but it is very un- 
4 certain in what manner ; for the cdd writers contradict each 
\other ; and f the modern hiftorians, in order to reconcile them y 
Vuppofe that there were two divifions, and that by the latter 
[far Ionian ly 4 Aujlrajia, which in the former had been given 
A.D768. Cha&lcstf:' But it feems to be more probable that the di- 
X jfionjwas lutfer exegyted; but that, the brothers dilagreeing, 
th^difpute w^.^'^SflTto be decided in the next aftembly of the 
prelates and peers. This want of union between the two 
kings revived the hopes of thofe who were enemies to, or at 
leaft jealous of, both. Duller , king of the Lombards , and 
TaJfdon % duke of the Bavarians , began to increafe their for- 
ces, and to enter into intrigues; but the ice was broke, and 
a war begun by a prince of whom the kings had not the 
leaft jealoufy, and with whom their enemies had little inter- 
courfe c . 


*the old Hu nalde, or Ifunaud, who refigned the difrtft of 
duke of Jquitaine to his fon Vaifar , after fpending between twenty 
Aqub and thirty years in a monaftcry, quitted it to return into his 
taine old dominions, fuppofing this a favourable opportunity of 
caufs the reC0 vering his dignity, and reftoring independency to that 
people oj gr eat principality f . He met in this attempt with more faci- 
* at f C ™* lity than he had any rcafon to expeft; for tho* hi£ being uni- 
Wf but ver kBy hated was one great caufe of his refigning, yet die 
is quickly was now univerfally received with all apparent marks of re- 
defeated, verence and afteCtion, moft of the great towns opening their 
gates to him ; fo that this great conqueft, which had been 
the bufinefs of Pepin * s life, was in a manner loft, in a few 
weeks time. Charles faw that the recovery of Aquitaine 
was not of greater importance to the French nation, than to 
his own and to his brother's charader; and, for this reafon, 
he reprefented it in the ftrongeft terms to Carloman 9 who 
confented to aflemtfie his forces with the utmoft expedition, 
and to m^rch, in conjunction with his brother, againft then- 
common enemy: but by # thattime the army was affembled, 
he altered his fentiment9, withdrew the forces under his 
command, and left his brother, to aCt or to retirfi as he 


thought fit B. Charles , notwithftanding this ftrange be- 
haviour, and the unexpected diminution of the forces that 
were to be employed in the war, marched direClly into 
Aquitaine, and having defeated Hunaldc, had infallibly made 
him prifoner, but for his 1 perfeCt knowlege of the country, 
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the people abandoning*him in his diftrefs, as lightly as they , ■ “ 
had followed him upon his firft coming amongft them ; which . y 
obliged him to take Iheltei' in the teriitories of Lupus, duke 
of Gafcony , who had been his tributary ; but who, duringj 
the war between Pepui and Vaifar , had erefted his feignory\ 
into an independent principality 1 *. Charles maote the right pD.769^ 
ule of his viclory, in building the fortrefs of onj 

the Dordogne : white this was doing, W advarjfcl wi\h 5 jj 
forces to the frontiers of Gafcony , fending .1 nlrald to dike 
Lupus , to demand tJje.peifon of Hunalde, who was accord- 
ingly delivered up, and confined for the reft of his life. 

This eftabliihed the character of Charles at home and abroad, 
brought the nobility to court his favour, and all his neigh- 
bours to treat for his friend (hip ! . 

Amongst thefe was Didier 9 , who, tho* naturally an ene- By the 
my to the French , afld willing to have taken the advantage death of 
of Pepin s death, yet perceiving that Charles had inherited his ^ ar lo- 
capacity^ together with his dominions, he demanded his n, T 
filler Gillette for the prince his fon, and offered his daughter jffcTmesthi 
Hcrmcngarde either to Charles or his brother. This alarmed f Q i™m a fttr 
pope Stephen IV. who wrote to Charles in the ftrongelt ^ 
terms, befeeching him not to bring a fcandal on the catholic French 
faith, by putting away his wife, for the fake of taking one monarchy. 
out of a houfe which God had curfed with a leprofy ; or, after 
refuting his After to the firft prince in the world, the fon of 
the Greek emperor, bellow her on him, whofe father be- 
came a king but by his favour k . The queen dowager, 
however, had a better opinion of the match, went in per- 
fon into Italy to negotiate it, and had fo ftrong an influence 
on Charles , as, notwithftanding the pope’s letters, to induce 
him to comply with it. In the conrfe of her progrefs, Ihc 
paid a vifit firft to her fon Car Ionian, and afterwards to the 
pope, whom {lie pacified, by alluring him that ftie would 
ufe her intereft with Didier to relinquifii iorne places which 
he Hill with-held from the lee of Rome ; and, which* having 
performed, Ihe conduced her new daughter-in-law into 
France 1 . There Ihe found things in fome diforder; for, 
notwithftanding all the pains Ihe had taken, Carloman had 
ftill fo flrong a diftafte to his brother, that he was preparing 
to attack him, when he was fuddenly removed by death m . 

His queen, in the firft tranfports of grief and fear, being 
probably excited to it by thofe who # had been the principal 
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■■ N authors of the mifunderftandings between the two brothers, 
N and who were appreheniivcof feeling the weight of Charles's 
\ refentment, withdrew, with hef two fons, her hufband’s 
\ treafures, and thefe counfellors, into the dominions of the 
f king of the Lombards n . Charles exprefled fome concern at 
A.D.771 news /but he immediately advanced with a body of 
ftrootfu^he frontiers of his brother’s territories, and, with 
Vy^nfen^ c >f Ag prelates and peers, took pofleflion of the 
kil^dom that was thus abdicated ; and, to exprefs his fenfe 
of Vidier' s prote&ing the widow andJw fons, he repudiated 
the queen whom he had fo lately married °. 

Revolt 0/ Thi i Saxons, who commonly revolted at the beginning 
the Sax- 0 f every reign, attempted to throw ofF the yoke at the entrance 
ons, on Q f t hj s> w hich obliged Charles to turn his arms on that fide. 

t t | 1 - ls wir was the capital bufmefs of his reign, and lafted, 

marches ^o 1 intervals, for thirty-three years, r it is requifite to fay 
asatnft fomething fucciti&ly of the country and the people, though 
them and ^is fubjeft mull be more largely treated of in anothe^lace. 
reduces The territory of the Saxons, as it was confidcred at this 

them to time, comprehended a country of vaft extent, bounded on the 

fubmijjion. weft by the German ocean, Bohemia on the eaft, on the north 
by thefea, and on the fouth by the Germanic France, extend- 
ing along the Lower Rhine , and from the Iffel beyond Mentz. 
This was divided into three parts ; the IVeftphalians inhabit- 
ed that towards the oceans, from whence the name of IVeft* 
phalia remains to a fmall part of their country : the Oft or 
Eaftphalians held that part bordering on Bohemia : the mid- 
dle belonged to the Angrians , who were the immediate 
neighbours of the French. Under each of thefe names, ma- 
ny nations, or, generally fpeaking, tribes, were compre- 
hended, each commanded by its own chief or duke p . Hence 
their readinefs to revolt, and the difficulty of holding them, 
to any terms; bcqaufe, whenever a few mutinous dukes con- 
fpired together, they made inipads into the French territo- 
ries; and when the troops of that kingdom invaded their 
country in return, the whole Saxon nation was involved in 
the revolt, from a principle of felf-defence. Thejr religion 
was another catife of thefe frequent infurreftions ; for they 
were pagans, and bigotted pagans, their principal deity 
being the god of war. Charles no fooner heard that they 
had refufed the ufual tribute, than he enterred the country 
with a numerous army^: and, having beaten them in feverai 
fmall engager^ils, advanced to their capital poft of Eref 
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bourg 9 near Paderbom , where was the temple *>f their god 
Irminful , reprefented as ,a man completely armed, with a 
ftandard in one hand, placed on a column The natural 
courage of the people, joined to their religious zeal, induced, 
them to make an obflinate defence ; the place^ too being) 
ftrong by fituation, and fortified to tLe belt o&jdieir fkilly 
Charles forced it at laft, but not without confiri&dbhiTlofsi 
and employed his army three whole days iieuWfolrlhinWf- 
fe&ually this monument of fuperftition, in ; which gjfeat 
treafures were fountl *in gold and filver. This being per- 
formed, Charles continued his march direftly towards the 
Wefer , refolvcd to break the force of this intraftable nation 
fo effeftiially, as to deprive them of the power of diflurbing 
him again r , But they were already fo terrified with the de- 
finition of their temple, and law fo little hopes of oppofing 
in the field troops who had beaten them with fuch advantages, 
tha«htfy fent deputies to implore his clemency ; and Charley 
upon their fubmitting to the terms he preferibed, and deli- 
vering twelve hollages for the due performance of them, 
granted them peace; the change of affairs in Italy making 
that meafure as expedient for him as for them, at this junc- 
ture c . But, before his return, he gave directions for forti- 
fying proper polls, and eftablifhing a certain number of 
troops on the frontiers, to keep thefe people in awe, which 
for fome fhort time they did ; but the next favourable oppor- 
tunity tempted them to excite frefh troubles, tho*, in confe- 
quence of fuch continual wars, fome part of their country 
was but thinly peopled, and the fublidies they fometimes 
drew from the enemies of France , made but poor amends 
for the lolfes they fuffered u . 

Didif.r, king of the Lombards , having feized and frighted j[ e ma fo$ 
Stephen IV. into his grave, laboured all he could to reduce an irruf - 
his fuccefior pope Adrian I. to a Hate* of dependence: in tion into 
order to which, he not only refumed a great partoof what Italy, by 
had been yielded by the treaty of Pavia , but alfo tried td fur - ttwo dffi- 
prife the perfon of the pope ; and, failing in that, made an re-routes 
attempwipon the city of Rome. Adrian , in this diftrefs, fent 
ambaffadors by fea into France , to give a true account of the 
diftrefs he was in, and to implore the prote&ion of Charles 
It was this that induced him toliften fo readily to the Saxons ; 
and, if he had followed his own inclinations, he had imme- 
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diately poured his forces into Italy : but the nobility of 
France , always averfe to thefe expeditions, fhewed fo much 
backwardncfs on this occafion, that he was obliged to aft 
■with great caution and circumfpeftion. He fent therefore 
jTevcral cm baffles to Didicr , in which he exprefled a great 
^Jefire to oreferve a perfeft harmony between the two 
iatioiwh (ijade very moderate demands, and, at length, 
d^hrod to him a large fum, in ready money, if 
he t could rclrore the places he had taken fiom the pope \ 
All fhefe propofi lions were civilly rejeft^d, which was what 
Charles expefted and defired, for it gave him fufficient lei- 
fure to form magazines, to draw together a great army, and 
to make his fubjefts b el’ eve that he did not embark in this 
war fo much through choice as by force. The motives that 
induced Didicr to aft as he did, were, the hope of reducing 
the pope before he could be fuccoured, his ambition to be- 
come lord of all Italy, and his refentment againft Cbay^' for 
repudiating the queen. On the other hand, that monarch, 
exclufive of his zeal in the caule of the pope, had fome rea- 
fons of a perfonal nature. Didicr had given him caufe to be 
offended with the correfpondencies he had held in France 
from the beginning of his reign ; and the peremptory man- 
ner in which he had demanded of Adrian the crowning of 
Carlovmn's two Tons, had given Charles incxpreflible uncafi- 
nefs y. For thefe caufes, therefore, he held the general 
^ ^ afiembly in the month of May at Geneva ; where, by a pa- 

*' r ^ 2 ’ thetic reprefen tation of the pope’s diftrefs, and the indigni- 
ties himfelf had received, he procured the confcnt of the 
nobility to the war, and immediately marched with a potent 
army to enter Lombardy, by mount Cents , while he fent a 
final!, but choice corps of troops, under the command of 
duke Bernard, natural fon to Charles Martel, to force the 
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paflage of mount St, Bernard, having taken all poffible me- 
thods tq^render his expedition fuccefsful, upon which, in a 
great »meafu re, he depended *. 

Didier, who was well informed of the general diflike the 
French nobles had exprefled to this expedition, p^rfuaded 
himfelf that, by occupying and fortifying the feveral pafles 
into Lombardy, and cppoling their entrance with the whole 
force of his dominions, he fhould defeat this invafion, and 
oblige the forces of Charles to retire. He was very near car- 
frying his point, which ho purfued with fuch fkill and fteadi- 
nefs, that, ito^tficw ing the dilpolitions he had made, thfr 
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French officers almolt unanimoufly declared that it was 1m- 
poffible to force them \ Charles himfelf had almofi: taken a 
refolution of decamping in the night, when a fudden panic 
prevailing in Didier’s army, they abandoned all their polls, 
and retired with precipitation. This was occafioiYd by duke 
Bernard’s having forced a paflage into the plain \Y)$i 4 tf%nd- 
ful of men, which had been of no confequen^ a¥ all, llV* Jf 
had remained firm. As it was, they abandoned all; for Chcfles 
purfued them with ft fuch impctuofity, that numbers fell in 
the retreat b . Didier * with the beft part of his troops, took 
fhelter in Pavia ; the reft, under the command of his only fon A - D -773' 
Adalgife, threw themfelves into Verona . With the king was 
the old unfortunate duke Hunalde , who, having made his 
fefcape out of prifon, had taken refuge in his dominions ; and 
with the prince, we?e the fons and the widow of Carloman , 

Which very probably induced Charles to form the fiege of 
both pieces at once, in hopes of deflroying all his enemies to- 
gether c . Succefs juftifies every meafure; the French were 
fo charmed with their good fortune, that, notwithflanding 
their hatred of the climate of Italy , and the fatigue of fieges, 
they perfifled in thefe for many months, though the places 
were well defended, had numerous garrifons and magazines, 
perfectly Well fupplied. Verona fell the firft; for Adalgife, 
feeing no hopes of fuccour, refolved to take care of himfelf, 
and with this view, mating his efcape in the night, he found 
means to retire to Conflantinople d . By the furrender of this 
place, his fifter-in-law and nephews fell into the hands of 
Charles , but what became of them is a fecret that hiftory has 
not difclofed. Upon this Milan, and moft of the great 
towns of Lombardy , fubmitted. The march of Ancona de- 
manded the protection of the pope ; and Duller, who but a 
few months before had fo large a kingdom, /ound his domi- 
nions now reftrained within th’e # walls of Pavia, whe*e, as 
he had nothing to hope, he continued to make an obftin^te 
defence. Charles , after taking the neceflary meafures for 
continuing the fiege, or at lealt blockade of the place, made 
a tour to Rome*. 

As to the motive of this journey authors differ; fomep avia y^ 
aferibe it to pure curiofity, others to devotion, but the more renders, * 
intelligent believe there was forhe fecret fcheme concealed. Didie/ 
Tfhe pope was certainly not very well ^leafed, for the king fabmits^ 
brought with him a ftrong corps of troops ; a*: 1 4io’ their and 
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Charles lirft conference was in the fuburbs, yet Charles having de- 
hcomes manded entrance into the city, it could not be refufed. He 
mafter of fhewed hifnfelf upon this occafion a wife and great prince : 
the country jj e p rom ifed the pope, under the fanftion of an oath, to do 
°f *** nothing to his prejudice; he performed that promife punftu- 
■ ally, \yhjfin confirmed the pontif in his interefts. He vifited 

ar S * ihe /hurcr^s with fuch a (hew of devotion, as gained him the 
nt^rts of the-p 40 pl e ; and, at the requeft of the clergy, he 
confirmed and enlarged his father’s donation, depofiting 
one copy of the inftrument on the gnfat altar, and another 
upon the tomb of St. Peter K In fine, as he entered Rome 
in triumph, he left it more than a conqueror, having capti- 
vated all ranks by his generous behaviour, and eftablilhed 
his reputation with them in fuch a manner, as fixed his fo- 
vereigntyin their hearts. At his return to Pavia, he found 
the fiege little, if at all, more advanced than when he left it, 
yet the place furrendered very foon after : this Was owing to 
an enemy within, for the plague made fuch devaluation, that 
the people loft all patience, and daily preffed the king to im- 
plore mercy of Charles for himfelf and them 8. The old 
duke of Aquitaine oppofing the furrender, they beat his brains 
out, which induced Duller to fubmit. Thus the kingdom of 
the Lombards was extinguilhed, after having fubfifted fomewhat 
more than two hundred years. We know not well what be- 
came of the unfortunate king, except .hat he was carried into 
France , where fome fay he was beheaded, others, that, being 
transferred to Liege , he became a monk, and fome afTert that 
he died of fickncfs foon after his arrival h . By the furrender 
of Pavia , Charles became mafter of two-thirds of Italy , 
where he fcarcc altered any thing, except their taxes, which 
he diminilhed confidcrably. He carefled and employed their 
nobility ; and, except in fome places in Tufcany y and in the 
city of Pavia , he left no French garrifons. He caufed him- 
fclf to be crowned, by the archbifhop of Milan , king of 
Lombardy , with the famous iron crown preferved at Modece , 
not far from that city : having recommended to the 
people to make a right ufe'of the benefits he had bellowed, 
and allured them of his intention to govern mildly, and ac- 
cording to their own laws, he repaired the mountains with 
his army L 

fhrcpnjfes The true reafon of Ms quitting Italy fo foon, was tho 
the moun - ncws h e had. pf forrfc frelh ftirs amongft the Saxons , who, 
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hearing of the fiege df Pavia, and believing that the Lom- tains Jpee - 
bards , with whom they had fome intercourfe, could not be dilj, and 
ruined in a Angle campaign, began to flatter thegifelvCs with arriving 
hopes of recovering Erefbourg , and repairing, by expeditions unex p e &- 
into the French territories, the Ioffes they had fuftained in in 
-ffie laft war k . They were not flow in taking iheir refolu- ^ erma ~ . 
tion, or in executing it when taken: they fiirpiiz &Eref- 
bourg , and thegarrifon left in it 5 but inftead of keeping;- A*ey 0 ns. 
demoliihed the fort that Charles had erefted : they ravaged a 
large traft of countny^and carried away a great booty. They A.D.774* 
were fcarce returned into their own country, when Charles 
arrived at Ingelheim on the Rhine , with his army *. He en- 
tered Saxony by tliree different paffages at the fame time, 
made a great (laughter, and brought back his forces loaded 
with plunder. He held the great aflembly in May at Daren , in 
the county of Jtdiers , where a refolu tion Was taken to pufli 
the Saxons to the utmoft. Accordingly he paired the Rhine y 
befieged and took Sigcbourg , recovered Ercsbourgh, paffed 
the Wefer , and defeated the whole force of the Saxons on 
the other fide with great (laughter m . .But the greateftpart 
of a confiderable corps, whom he had left to guard the paf- 
fage of the liver, were cut off by their own inattention, and 
by their having a contempt for a barbarous enemy, though 
equal to them in courage, and fuperior in cunning. This 
perhaps might be oije motiysv though the turn of affairs in 
Italy was another, that determined Charles to treat once 
more with thefe people, to accept of their fubmiflion, and of 
the hoftages they offered from every one of their tribes ; but 
what he chiefly depended upon, was the new fortrefs at 
Erejbourg: for upon a ft rift examination, he found the Sax- 
ons had made a light choice, and that it was capable of be- 
ing made the Arongeft place in their country, which induced 
him to older that it Ihould be fottifktfl with all poflible 
care n . The peace concluded, and the hoflages cjflivered, 
he advifed the Saxon deputies to keep this treaty better^han 
they had done the la A, if they expefted either favour or 
mercy fjjom him, and received on their part the Arongeft 
affurances that words could give °. 

After the departure of Charles from Italy , things quickly Troubles 
fell into diforder. He loft indeed no room to complain-; he breakout 
had made many of the Lombard lords great, but mofl of them afrejk ? in 

had a mind to be greater. The arghbifliop of Ravenna put 
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Jy lit anew conftnsftion upon the king’s deflation; hefald, that, 
quick re ■ as the pope enjoyed the temporality art he duchy of 

he thought ^the title, if not the revenue of the exarchate, 


A.D.775.beingas defirous offetting up the kingdom of the Lombards 
again, as his prcdeceflors had been to pull it down. Charles 
fent his minifters into Italy, to let feverai of the great lords, 
particularly Hildebrand, duke of Spolfto* the duke of Bene - 
ventum , and the duke of Chafe, know the reafons he had 
to fufpeft them of infidelity and ingratitude, and to learn 
from themfelves what he was to expeft. As the emperor 
Conjlantine Copronymits was juft dead, they doubted of AdaU 
gife's power to fupport them, and therefore they gave all 
poflible afiurances to Charles of duty and fubmiflion p . It 
was otherwife with Rotgaude , duke of Frioul, who in- 
tended to deceive both parties : he had for himfelf already 
raifed forces, aftiimcd the airs of a fovereign, and found 
fcveral of the lefler nobility fimple enough to rely upon 
his protnifes. While things were in this ftate, Charles palled 
the mountains with a fmall corps of choice troops, routed 
the, duke of Frioul , took him prifoner, caufed him to be be- 
headed \ put French governors and garrifons into all the pla- 
ces that had revolted, compofed the differences between the 
pope and the archbiftiop of Ravenna ; and having, in the 
ipacc of four months, once more fettled his new dominions, 
returned into Germany , where his prefence was again 
necetl ary r . 

7 he Sax- The Saxons, while Charles was iu Italy, made another 
ons revolt revolt, deftroyed die new works that were raifing at Ercf- 
are bourg, and made an attempt to lecover Sigcbourg, which 
compelled was a place of force. The garrifon being very numerous, 
tofubmit, a f t( , r tifby i iac l fullered the Salons to fatigue themfelves fot 
™ik°ttbe- ^ ome t * me > 111 an a ^ air they did 110t well underftand, made 
wL Chri - a wc ^ conduced, as obliged them to raife the liege, 

(Hans* anc ** not f at ^fied with this, purfued them as i’ar as the 
fourccs of the Lippe. Tilings Hood thus when Charles , with 
his forces from Italy, arrived in the French camp s . The 
Saxons fufpedted the firft rumour of this for a ftratagem; but 
as foon as they knew it to be a truth, they dilbanded, and 
fent deputies to# demaftd pardon, and to make an offer of 

.jar* 
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becoming ChriftiaB^ ' The king, after muclif intreaty, ac- 
cepted of this propdfitiop, and . took newhoftages; but, at 
the fame time, determined upon other precautions, that 
they might deter them from breaking their faith. The for- 
tress of Erejhourg he caufed to be rebuilt under l)is eye, and, 
at the fame time, ordered a new fort to be erefted un^n the 
Lippe ; into both thefe he put rtrong garrifons, and went af- 
terwards to pafs the winter at llerijtal , the patrimony of his 
family l . In the fpnng he marched into the heart of Saxony , 
with a very numerous army, in order to oblige the moft 
confiderable of their chiefs to be prefent, as his fnbjefls, at 
the artembly in May, which was held at Padcrborn , in Weft* 
phalia. There the Saxons renewed their homage, and the 
promife they had made of being inftrutted in the Chriflian 
faith ; to which they now added their confent to be made 
flaves, or to be expelled their country, if they ever took up 
arms again u . IVltikind \ the moft capable and the molt en- 

ter prifing of their chiefs, to avoid being prefent in this artem- 
bly, fled to Denmark . Here it was that Ibinala , lord of 
Saragojfa , prefented hhnfelf to demand the protection of 
Charles , not barely on his own behalf, but alfo for many 
other Moorifb lords, who were delirous of becoming his A.D.77& 
vaflals. The French nobility, in general, were aftoniflied at 
this; but Charles , who was ddirous of extending the bounds 
of his dominions on that fide, alfo readily accepted the pro- 
pofition. The influence he had in the artembly was fo. 
great, that, upon mature deliberation, it was approved, and 
the king immediately ifftied the neceflary orders for artem- 
bling an army in Aquitaine v . 

The king parted his Eajler at Cajfeneuil , a palace of his Charles 
in thp Agenois ; and having divided his army into two corps, bcirgin - 
he ordered one to march on the fide of Narjjonne to enter into whd by 
Roufillon , while himfelf, with the other, took the rout of / me 
Cafcony % in order to penetrate that way into A*va$re. 
Pampehma being taken, he parted the Ebro with his forces, ^ 
and his whole army being joined, inverted Saragojfa , which, 
after a fhcrtt fiege, furrendered, and received Ibinala in qua- $p a j n# 
lityof governor: the emirs of Huefca and face a came volun- 
tarily and did homage, as did alfo the governors of Barcelona 
and Gironne x . Charles , having taken the bell: methods he 
could devife for fecuring his new conqueft, difpofed every 
thing for his return, fatisfied with having extended his fron- 
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tier from the Pyrenees to the Ebro . It was In repafling the 
mountains before-mentioned, that *he rear of his army was 
attacked by the Gafcons , who making a great impreffion on 
troops unacquainted with their manner of fighting, many of 
the principal officers, who had hadened thither to engage the 
troop* to remain firm, were flain y . This is that famous 
defeat in the valley of Roncevaux , of which fo many and fo 
ftrange accounts are given in romances; anti here fell the fa- 
mous Roland , of whom hidory only records, that he com- 
manded on the frontier of Bretagne .* tharles , exaft in all 
works of piety, ordered a chapel to be ere&cd near the place, 
under which there is a large, drong, and very beautiful vault, 
with thirty tombs of white done, but without any inferip- 
tions z . He profecuted his march after this difadcr into 
Aquitaine , which he divided into feveral didricts, appointing 
a count in each, who had the chief power in civil as well as 
military affair s; and, havingcantoned a fufficient number of 
troops on the frontiers for their fecurity, he returned into 
the heart of his own dominions. The French are very in- 
quifitive why he penetrated no farther into Spain ? The an- 
fwer is not difficult : he meant to preferve what he had ac- 
quired; and/ in order to this, it was requifite to preferve his 
army; which fervicc, and a Spani/b fummer, would infalli- 
bly have ruined a . His aim, therefore, was to raife in his 
new conqueds a body of troops, capable of enduring the 
climate, and who, by their being acquainted with the man- 
ner of making war, might be more fcrviccablc againd the 
Moors . It was with this view that he didributed great 
quantities of land, indifferently, to Gauls , Goths , and Gaf- 
cons ■, as well as French , to be held by military tenures ; and 
was alfo very beneficial to the prelates and abbots, in order 
to attach them hejc, as he had done elfewhere, to his perfon 
and government b . 

New tli - Ke was fcarce out of the confines of Aquitaine , when he 

flur batices was informed that Witikind, being returned from Denmark , 
in Saxony had engaged the Saxons in a general* infurre&ion. His 
•which are forces were fo fatigued, that he was obliged to ptrt the bed 
quelled, p art 0 f t ^ em i nt0 winter quarters : however, having fent his 
an ip, officers into Aujlrafia to affemble what troops they could, and 
° pf being informed that the enemy had committed the mod bar- 
frJjh L barous cruelties on the Rhine, he, with a fmall corps, 
J hoping*. marchc^wit]>p.n poffib^e expedition to join the Auftrafians. 
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He, in conjunflion wfth them, purfaed the Saxons with fuch 
vigour, that he came up with them in the country of Heffe f 
defeated them, and ordered his troops to give 40 quarter % 

He held the next aflembly at Heriftal , where a great number 
of prelates, dukes, and counts, being prefent,he madefomeof 
thofelaws or ftatutes, which are to be found amongft his capi- 
tulars, which gave them equal authority with thefalique htws d . 

As foon as the feafon would permit, he palled the Rhine , and 
advanced towards the IVcfer, where he received once more 
the fubmiflion of lha Saxons ; and having held a diet, at 
which molt of their dukes were prefent, he then direfted his 
march to the Elbe , that he might have an opportunity of be- 
ing prefent likewife in a diet of the Sclavonians 9 where he 
regulated feveral points of great moment. At both thefe 
diets he infilled upon having fecurities for the perfons of thofe 
whom he lent to preach the gofpel amonglt them ; and hav- 
ing obtained this, he lent bifhops, abbots, and prielts, to 
convert thefe barbarous nations, recommending it to them 
chiefly to infill upon the excellency of the Chrillian morals, 
to poflefs thefe people with a fenfe of virtue and decency, and 
to ufe their utmoll endeavours to reduce them to a Hate- of 


civility c . As the country was, in a gFeat meafure, unculti-^ ^ 
vated, and had fcarce any confiderable towns, it was impof- ’ ’ 
fible for him to take the fame precautions he had done elfe- ' 
where; and theiefoi^, exclufive of his zeal for religion, this 
was a meafure dilated to him by the maxims of true 'poli- 
cy r 

By this time all things were again difordereef in Italy, tf eew tro1i „ 
where pope Adrian had a quarrel with the Greek emperor’s bits break- 
governor of the kingdom of Naples , where feveral of the ing out , he 
great lords of Lombardy held a correfpondence with Adalgife, returns in* 
and where the people in general, becaufe lefs opprefled than*® 
they had formerly been, were grown *vanton, and: were ant * 
ready to join in favour of any innovation g. Charley had in- 
telligence from all parties, and determined therefore to«iake* / '* 
a new tour into that country with an army. He carried witlr * * 
him his flueen, and his two younger fons Carloman and Lewis ; 
his eldefl fon Pepin 9 by his firll queen, and Charles the eldeft 
by the confort he then had, were left in France . His jour- 
ney, after he palled the mountains, was a continued triumph ; 
all diforders ceafed at his approach, and all the difpute that 
remained wa6, who Ihould be moli forward in paying their 
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duty. Charles took all in good part, and diffembled the 
informatioiisiie had received. He treated the people with 
great kindnpfs and favour; the nobility with an obliging fa- 
miliarity, and a flowing bounty ; the clergy with much af- 
jfettion and profound refpeft. He palled the winter at Pavia x 
in great fj lender, and went to keep his Eajler at Rome . 
Thev* his fon Carloman was baptized by the pope, who 
changed his name to Pepin , and immediately after gave the 
regal unction to him, and to his brother Lewis ; the former 
being declared king of Lombardy , and tf>c. Matter of Aquitaine^* 
This ceremony was performed on Eajier day, immediately 
after high mafs, with the loud acclamations of the people, 
who love fuch pompous fpeftacles, though they comprehend 
nothing of the motives. Thofewho thought themfclves wifer, 
held it ftrange that the father, being but in the thirty-ninth 
year of his age, (houid already divide his dominions *. But 
Charles had framed a fyftem, according to which this feemed 
to be necdlary : in his return, therefore, he left his fon Pe- 
pin at Pavia , with a council on whom he could depend, in 
hopes that the Lombards , having now a king of their own, 
a fplendid court, and an eafy government, would at length 
learn to be faithful. He concluded, about this time, a treaty 
with the emprefs Irene, by which he promifed his eldeft 
daughter to the young emperor Conjlantine VI. He fettled 
alfo the difpute between the pope and the governor of Naples , 
conferred frelh favours on the dukes of Spoleto and Beneve il- 
ium, tho* they little deferved them, and left the tranquility 
of Italy, in all appearance, firmly eftablilhed k . 

TafTuon, a s foon as he arrived in France, he conducted his fon 
duke of L ew is to 0 ? leans : there having formed a houfiiold for him, 
aweci** anc * a PP ointe ^ one a lord of great wifdom and intc- 

^the S r!t y> to governor, he fent him armed, and on horfe- 
jowgr cf ' Dack > ^ 0 * a perfect child, with a numerous efcorte into 
the king, > dquitaine^ that he might learn t[ie language and the manners 
ibmes into of thgt people ; and that, by being accuftomed to fee, they 
prance to might learn to love and refpeft their fovercign h He per- 
do him fuaded himfelf that this divifion would prevent all^difputes 
hew. age. * in M s family, as the antient empire of the Franks was rc- 
ferved intire ; as the two new kingdoms were feparated from 
AD. 780. them, by the natural bounds of the slips and the Loire ; and 
as it would be the interell of his two elder Tons, to have 
their biethren for neighbours rather than Grangers n \ To 
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the fatisfaftion he ei^oyed from this pleafing idea, was 
joined another favourable event, which could not but be 
very acceptable. TaJJilotO, duke of Bavaria, bed hitherto 
maintained a kind of equivocal condndt, never afting openly 
againft Charles , and yet declining to lefort to the affemblies 
where his prefence was expected, or to renew his homage. 

The king had fignified his difpleafure to the pope, and de- 
fired him to let the duke know, that if he did not prevent it 
by an, immediate change in his behaviour, he mnft expeft to 
fee the whole forces, o( his coulin thunder on his dominions, 

TaJJilon , exited thereto by his wife, the daughter of the deceafed 
king of the Lombards, haled the French nation implacably, 
and TaJJilon perfonaliy had been, for many }ears, heaping 
up treafure, augmenting his troops, and fortifying his fron- 
tiers, with an intention not to let Hip the firft favourable op- 
portunity of refentihg the death of his father-in-law. But 
the meflage delivered him by two bifhops fent from the pope, 
and the fummons that immediately followed from Charles , 
foftened him fo much, that he fent to demand a fa fe con- 
duct, and promlfed to repair to court Jl . This being readily 
granted, he was tonftrained to keep his word ; and having 
fworn fidelity to Charles and his fons, and given fuch hoft- 
ages as were required, he returned more incenfcd than ever, 
though treated with great refpeft, and loaded with prelents 0 ; 
while the king, pfeaf^d with the profpc£t of peace, which he 
had fcarce ever enjoyed, determined to hold the nextaflembly 
in May , at Cologne , that, by being at no great difJance from 
the Saxons , he might hinder them from creating any frefh 
dilhirbanccs. 

The fcafon of the year no fooner rendered it pra&icablc, Afrejhin - 
than he marched with his army to the fources of the Lippc ; Jurrefiion 
having encamped as advantageoufly as poffible, he there by the 
fummoned a dyct of the Saxons , and# therein gave au- Saxons, 
dience to ambfiiladois from # the king of the Danes&v Nor-f u W re JJ e * 
mans , as they were then ftiled, and from the monarch oP the ibe 
Huns or Abat es ; who, in the moft refpc&lnl manner, in- , 
treated his friendfhip ; which Charles readily promifed, pro- 
vided his # fubjefts received no injuries from theirs p . He was 
no fooner returned into France , than Witikind came back into 
his own country ; where he took great pains to perfuadc the 
Saxons 9 that embracing the Chrilfian faith would pave the 
way for abfolute fubjeftion, if not fl^yery, and in a little time 
raifed a new rebellion ; to cover which from French, he 
caufed it to be given out,»that the Sclavonians had^ade an 
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irruption into their country, and th&t they were taking up. 

. arms to repel thefe invaders Charles , upon the firlt no- 
tice of thefe ftirs, fent A dal gif e y his chamberlain, Geilon , his 
conftable, and JVorade , count of the palace, to aflemble the 
militia in Aujlria, with orders to pafs the Rhine, to join the 
Saxons , and carry the war into the enemy's country ; but, 
being quickly informed of the truth, he fent count Theuderic, 
or Thierri , with an army, to fupport the forces already 
aflembled r . The four generals advanced to the JVefer ; 
and, having information that the SaxoKS were encamped at 
the foot of Mount Sontal , on the other fide the river, it was 
agreed, that the flrft army fhould pafs, and, marching round 
the mountain, fall upon the enemy, tho' much fuperior to 
them in number, while count Thierri remained on the other 
fide, till, upon a fignal given, he fhould likewife pafs, and 
fall upon the enemy's back s . But the three generals, jea- 
lous of the reputation of Thierri , who was the emperor's 
relation, atracked the Saxons , without making the fignal ; 
and, by this wife contrivance, were totally defeated. The 
conftable, and thofe who efcaped, fled to count Thierri ; 
who intrenched his forces on the banks of the river, and 
fent notice to the king of what had happened *. Charles , 
with his ufual expedition, aflembled a numerous army, dif- 
engaged count Thierri , and marched into the heart of Saxony ; 
where his very name diifipated the rebellion, and the prin- 
cipal dukes of the nation came to meet him trembling, laying 
all the fault upon JVitikind , and befeeching him to grant 
A.D.782. them pardon. This the king offered, provided they would 
deliver him up; but they anfwered, he was again fled to 
Denmark. That may be, anfwered Charles ; but he did not 
take with him all his affociates. Upon this, on a fignaf 
given, his army inverted the Saxons ; and having feized 
four thoufand fiv^hundred, who had been in that battle, 
and called them to be condy&ed to a little river that 
run into the JVefer > there cut off their heads u . An execution, 
of which fcarce any example appears in European hiftory. 
There- This ftruck a general confternation at firft; tyit IViti- 
fntment kind and Albion , who had been likewife embarked in the 
of this ex- former affair, returning, a general revolt enfued. This em- 
cites a ge- ployed the king three whole years, notwithftanding he de- 
neral in - feated them totally in three general engagements. One win- 

furrec* ter he fpent at the fort ^of Erejbourg, made feveral expedi- 
tion, • 
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tions into the heart df their country, and fpilt rivers of which oc^ 
blood ; his two elder fons being alfo in the Tield w . At fions a 
length, tired with this cardage, and vexed with s^confpiracy lon g an * 
that had been difcovered in Thuringia, and whifpers of other bloody 
dark dcfigns againft him, he fent for fome of the Saxon pri- 
foners of rank, and told them, that he was amazed at the 
folly and madnefs of their countrymen, whom he had^for- 
merly regarded as his fubje&s, and to whom, notwithftand- 
ing what was parted, he was ftill far from having an averfion. 

He requeftcd them to go into the northern parts of Saxony, to 
find out IVitikind and Albion, and defire them to come to him, 
that he might learn upon what terms the reft of their nation 
might be Tpared \ They went accordingly, and the two 
chiefs, furprifed at the propofition, unwilling to put them- 
felves into the king’s hands, but ftill more unwilling to be 
the authors of the total ruin of their country, demanded 
hoftages for their fecurity. The king returned into France , 
that they might have time to recover their confternation, 
fent one of the lords of his court with hoftages on the other 
fide the Elbe ; upon which, IVitikind and Albion came and pre- 
fcnted themfelves to the king. He received them with great 
refpett, commended their courage, conduft, and conftancy ; 
applauded their love of liberty, andartured them of his pro- 
tection and favour. In a fhort time, they were both con- 
verted to Chriftianit]* ; and, after being baptized, returned A.D.785. 
into their own country, where they kept the people in quiet, 
and aftifted the progrefs of the gofpel, with great zeal and 
fidelity, for feveral years y . The king, free from this 
trouble, obliged the Bretons to fubmit, quartied fome ftirs in 
Aquitaine without bloodfhed, and awed the duke of Bava- 
ria, who had been all along intriguing with the Saxons , to 
filence and fubmiffion z . 

As foon as he had thus eftablirtied domeftic tranquility, he Charles 
made a tour* into Italy, parted his Cbriftmas ^Florence, makes an- 
which he ordered to be rebuilt, and went to keep his Softer ot ^ er t0 « r 
at Rome*. The people received him with loud acclamations int0 . v» 
of joy, #which, perhaps, might be very fincere; but the 
pppe, and and all the principal perfons at Rome, felt a fen- common- 
fible uneafmefs at the fight of their mafter. Charles knew om tkat 
very well what intrigues there were fubfifting, and was well broke tut 
fttisfied, that thofe, who flew higheft in compliment, were there. 

• 
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deepeft in tfee defign of his deftruftion. He was aware that 
the emprefs Irene, who fent to ^enew the engagments fub- 
iifting between them, had entered into contrary engage* 
mcnts for the fupport of Adalgife , the fon of Didicr ; h© 
knew, that Aregife , duke of Benevcntum , who had married 
the Jitter of that prince, had entered . into this treaty ; he 
was ienfiblc that TaJJilon, duke of Bavaria , who had mar- 
ried another filler, was embarked in the fame defign ; and 
he was not at all ignorant, that pope Adrian, and the Ro- 
mans, for whom he had done fo much, # were no ftrangers to 
thefe intrigues, but fecretly wilhed well to them b . He had 
appeared in Italy as :i great captain before ; he diftinguifhed 
hlmfelf now as a great politician. He dcfired the fcnateof 
Rome might be affemblcd ; he laid before them the treafonc 
of the duke of Benevcntum , and the proofs ; he defired 
their advice how he fhould aft. They, who were accom- 
plices in the confpiracy, to preferve an appearance of inno- 
cence, declared, that ho treatment could be too fevere. The 
king entered his dominions with an army; the duke fled; 
but, by his deputies, in treated Charles's clemency. Some 
prelates, by fecret inflxnftions from the pope, joined in the 
requeft c . The king granted it, upon condition he fent him. 
his two fons : the princes were fent. The king gave the 
eldefl leave to return to his father, and kept Crimoalde , who. 
was the younger, whom he educated with the fame care,, 
and treated with the fame tendernefs, as if he had been his 
own \ TaJJik ’, fearing he Mad been difeovered, moved the 
pope, by ambaiiadors, to intercede on his behalf ; he did fo.. 
Charles alked the ambafladors, in his prefence, if they had 
full powers from their matter to engage for his future con^ 
dnft? They acknowlcged they had none*. As this ex- 
pofed the pope, he told them, that, if their matter failed in 
his obedience, he wSuld excommunicate him, and releafe.his 
fubjec^s fVom their oaths. Chi fries accepted this, without 
confidering that the power, which he thus acknowleged, might 
be turned againtt himfelf, or his pofterity In his return, 
he flopped for fome time at Pavia x to give inftruftions to 
his fon and his minitters, and afterwards palled the moun- 
tains into his own dominions ; where all was tolerably quiet. 
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The next general aflfembly was held at Worm.', where heTaffilon 
laid before the nobility the behaviour of his coufin, the duke reduced 
of Bavaria , and declared, that, fi nee clemency had fo little a *dpar- 
effeft, he was determined to chaftize him. His meafures had ^ one ? • r f m 
been taken before hand $ he advanced in perfon, with a well ^ es \ w 
appointed army, towards the Lech \ but at the fame time the^fj^ 
Aafirians and the Saxons appeared, with a greater number of ^ivedof 
forces, on the Danube , avid the forces of Pepin , king of the his dosni* 
Lombards , were on the point of entering Bavaria , through the nions, 
valley of Trent g . Tafilon faw his deftrudtion inevitable ; 
inftead, therefore, of attempting a defence, he came pri- 
vately into the king’s camp, and threw himfelf at his feet. 

Charles beheld him with pity ; he recapitulated all his trea- 
fons ; he demanded his eldeft fon as a hoflage ; and, having 
once more taken his^ath of fidelity, difmilled him, with an 
a flu ranee, that all that was paft fliould be forgot h . He in- 
ffcmtly refumed his intrigues, negotiated with the Huns to 
make an irruption into Germany, while himfelf, with all his 
forces, invaded France , and A dal gif e, with a Greek army, 
and the lords of his faftion in Lombardy , fell upon Pepin. 

His own fubjtfts, whom he trufted, forefeeing the ruin of 
their country, difcovered all to the king. The duke, who 
did not the ltaft fufpeft them, went to the next affembly at 
Jngelhcim , that Charles might conceive no umbrage ; and no 
fooner arrived than toe was arrefted. On the teftimony of 
thofe he trufted, he and his two fons were condemned to 
lofe their heads. The king commuted this into palling the 
remainder of their days in a convent. His duchefs, the 
caufe of all his misfortunes, is fuppofed to have (hared the 
fame fate, and Bavariawns annexed to the crown K In all 
probability fucceeding times would have doubted the truth 
of this confpiracy ; but the events that followed put it be- 
yond queftion. The Huns made a prodigious irruption ; 
and, after being twice defeated with great flaugker, in- 
vaded Bavaria to revenge the, duke and thcmfelves. Bi« the 
Bavarians , ftcure of fupport, gave them fuch a reception, 
that very few of them returned k . Adalgfe , with a Greek 
army, appeared likewife in Italy , notwithftanding Arcgife , 
duke of Bencvcntum, and his eldeft fon, were both ready, 
and Charles , contrary to the fentiments of all his nobility, 
bellowed his territories on Grmoalde. The mother of that 
prince depended upon her influence <fver hiiji > Charles , on the 
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obligations he had conferred upon him. Crimoalde did 
juftice to the king’s fentiments ; he commanded the van of the 
French arnjy. The Greeks were totally defeated, their gene- 
ral killed, and Adalgife, being lucky enough to make hie 
efcape, laid afide all hopes of reviving the kingdom of the 
Lombards h This was one of the moll fortunate years of 
the king’s life. Towards the clofe of it he went to Aix Id 
Chapelle ; where, in a general aflembly, he made many ex- 
cellent laws for the government of his extenfive territories, 
and caufed mary canons to be made {b$ regulating the difci- 
pline of the church At his laft being at Rome , the pope 
had made him a prefent of a code, containing the canons of 
the oriental and African churches; out of this code, 
he took fuch as he moll approved, and, having properly 
adapted them to the ufe of the clergy in his own dominions, 
procured them the fan&ion of that aflembly n . He alfo in- 
troduced what was commonly called the Gregorian fong, or 
manner of chanting, which was the mode in Italy , inllead of 
that method of linging which had prevailed till then in France ; 
and this not fo much by the exertion of his authority, as by the 
force of his example ; for he fuffered his own choir to contend 
with that of the pope’s at Rome, and, upon his preferring the 
latter, it gained the approbation of his clergy®. 

The con. The leifure > which the king now enjoyed, enabled him to 
Jlant and carr y man y thin g s int0 execution, whjch hitherto had only 
ajjiduous floated in his mind. We have obferved, that he was a uni- 
applica - verfal genius ; it is but fit that we fhould give fome proofs of 
tionofthis it. The plans of government he laid down in every country 
monarchto immediately followed his conqucfts, and it was by this that 
ah affairs h e fecured them. He took care to be well informed of the 
cf govern- errors an d miffokes in the preceding government, and he 
mui * took no lefs care to remove thefe effe&ually p. He fhewed 
particular attention to whatever regarded religion, and was 
very retyedlful, as well as very beneficent, to ihe clergy. He 
reviewed the laws, and made in them fuch alterations as he 
thought abfolutely neceflary, without going farther. He 
knew, that the people reverenced old cuftoms, and the con- 
llitutions they had lived under from their youth ; he took, 
therefore, all the care poflible to preferve them; but he 
would have the law every-where animated, and fuffered none 
to be exempt from its reach. He was particularly tender of 
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the common people, Ad, where-cver he came, ftudied their ‘ 
eafe and advantage. This induced him to repair public 
roads 5 to conftrutt bridges were they were wanted ; to ren- 
der rivers navigable ; and to encourage agriculture and com- 
merce <i. His being in continual motion enabled him to fee 
bis orders were complied with ; and, as he made the public 
fervice the foie road to favour, his counts and duke^vied 
with each other in making improvements. In the fummer, he 
was commonly in the field ; where his habit and his table 
were little fuperiot* t» thofc of private m^ft. He was na- 
turally very temperate, patient of fatigue, and always took 
his full (hare in every kind of hardfhip. In the winter, and 
in the fpring, he held his great courts and general affemblies ; 
there he affefted a difplay of royal magnificence, propofed 
himfelf fuch laws as were for the public benefit, and in- 
dulged the fame liberty to others r . But in the camp, and 
in the court, he had his fet hours of fludy, which he feldom 
miffed. He fpokc and wrote Latin well ; he compofed 
verfes in that language ; he underftood Creek ; he had a 
tin&ure of molt fciences ; but his favourite ftudy was 
aftronomy s . 

He invited Alcuinus , or Albums , over from Britain , and His lo*ve 
made him his companion and favourite : by his advice he efta- of learning 
blifhed public foundations for the encouragement and fup- 
port of literature. # He had a kind of private academy in K\sf or P r °- 
court; every member of which took the name of his favourite motin l an< * 
author ; one (filed himfelf Arifiotle , another Auguftin y a third e ™ 0l " a £ 9m 
Horace ; Albinus affumed that of Flaccus , and the king him- 
(elf took the name of David l . He condefcended to examine fab- 
all the young noblemen about their progrefs in learning ; re- j e ft s * 
warded fuch as were diligent, and made others fo by pro- 
mifes ; for he dealt not at all in reproofs and punifhments. 

In all the great abbies and cathedrals, 4ie caufed fchools to 
be fet up foi* teaching writing, arithmetic, and the elements 
of polite learning ; and, to (hew of how much importance 
he thought thefe things, he compofed a grammar himfelf. 

In a ^ord, he believed ignorance and idlenefs the greateft 
vices ; and, to explode them, he took care to (hew he held 
nothing beneath his own notice. Inquifitive and judicious 
he was; continually improving his flock of fcience; and yet 
had fo little of jealoufy or of envy, that, to foil him in a dif- . 
pute was the fureft way to his favour.^ His father Pepin # 
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who felt thp want of it, had giVen Sim, for thofe times, si 
good education ; his frequent journies into Italy, and hi9 
converfatiofi with learned men bf all nations, had given him A 
corfeft taftc ; and the fignal advantages derived to him from 
his application to letters, induced him to look upon the refto- 
ration of learning as the great glory of his reign “. To have 
laid c hothing of this would have been injurious to his cha* 
rafter ; to infill longer upon this fubjeft would exceed the 
bounds preferibed by our plan. 

The war -As his dom\iions augmented, ti^ ffiund himfelf embar- 
nuith the railed with neW enemies. The Abodritcs or inhabitants of 
.Abares, the country now called Mechlenbitrgh , were either his fub- 
tbe confpi- ]e & s or his tributaries ; they Were extremely harralled by 
racy of fome of the tribes of the Sclavonians , called, by fome authors* 
frmee Pe- Wilfe, feated on the fhore of the Baltick %. They fent their 
P xn ! complaints to Charles ; who marched immediately to their 
mint of re ^ e *> palled the Rhine at Cologne, and, taking with him the 
him and force of the Saxons, he conllrufted two bridges on the 

bis ajfoci - which he took care to fortify : having left a corps 

ates. of good troops to guard them, he gave the Saxons licence to 
enter the enemy’s country, and take what they could find. 
This terrified the Barbarians to fuch a degree, that they fub- 
mitted to any conditions he prefer ibed, and gave hofiages for 
the performance of them ; fo that his dominions were now 
bounded by the Baltick x . The Huns gave him much more 
trouble ; they harralfed Bavaria in fuch a manner, that he 
found it neceffary to penetrate into their own country ; which, 
at length, he did, with a numerous army, compofed of moft 
of the nations that were fubjeft to his government r. The 
Huns had a fingular method of fortifying their country, with 
entrenchments of a vaft extent, defended by the whole tribe 
whofe territories they covered : thefe were attacked and de- 
fended with equal 1 refolution, and, where-ever they were 
forced, aCprodigious flaughter e« fued. He puihed this ex- 
pedition as far as Raab upon the Danube ; and by marching 
his troops on both fides of that river, which the Bavarian 
had covered with boats, they were plentifully fupplted with 
provifions ; but, a diftemper breaking out among the cavalry, 
he was conftrained to return to Ratifbon , where he pafled 
the winter ; in which he met with more chagrin than he had 
hitherto done in the courfe of his life z . One night, after he 
was retired to reft, he h&ird a difturbance in the outward 
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apartment ; add rifing haftily to know what w*H*he caiife 
of it, he found a prleft, \fchofe name was Ardulfe^ by nation 
a Lombard, of an unpromifing figure, aiKyn a very mean 
drefs, who was very clamorous to fpeak with the king. 

Charles called him immediately into the room ; where he told 
him, that, dropping afieep in the corner of the churcjj to 
Which he belonged, he was Waked by a number of voices^ 
and found that his eldeft Ion, prince Pepin , was there take- . 
ing the laft meafures with his aflociates, for JExecu ting a de- 
fign agaitift his fatfief s life ; that this affably difcovered 
him as they were breaking up, and moft of them were for 
fecuring thcmfclves, by putting him to death ; but the 

E rince, having fworn him at the altar not to divulge what he 
ad heard, let him go. The king caufed Pepin , and the reft 
of the confpirators,#to be arrefted immediately ; and, being 
convifted on full proof, they were condemned to fuffer 
death ; but the king chofe rather that his fon (hould livens 
a penitent, than die as a parricide ; he lent him, therefore, 
to fpend the reft of his days in a convent. He foon after re- 
warded the prieft for this fervice, by making him abbot of 
St. Denis a . His fons, Pepin , king of Lombardy , and Lewis } 
jking of Aquitaine, hearing of this confpiracy, haftened to 
Ratijbon , where they found things tolerably quiet ; but a 
train of frefh misfortunes followed 

It was eXpefted *hnt the Mares, after what they 
fuftered from the laft expedition, would have fent their de- ■volt of the 
puties to demand peace ; inftead of that they returned to Saxons, 
their habitations, reftored their old works, threw up new is 
retrenchments, and declared their definitive refolutron, to att ™£ed 
Cover with their dead bodies, rather than defert, the country 
in which they were born. Charles faw, with concern, the ^ 
neceflity he was under of afting againft this determined na- fdes. 
tion c . He ordered count Thierri to rnSrch, with a con- A.D.793J 
fiderable body* of forces, Ctfmpofed chiefly of FrJfcn^ to 
join the Saxons , who had behaved well the laft campaign ; 
but the firft news he had, Was, (hat this whole nation was 
revolted, «nd count Thierri' s army defeated, and the beft part 
of them citt to pieces d . Immediately after, he received in- 
telligence, that the Moors had over-run moft of his conqueftg 
in Spain j and, neft fatrsfied with this, had made incurfions 
into Languedoc, as 1 far as Narbonne e . His accounts from 
Italy were far from being pkafing ; Snfomuch that, from a 
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ftate of^ lfolute peace and tranquility, he found his domi- 
nions, on fudden, almoft attached on every lide. His con- 
duct on thi vxcaiion was great almoft beyond example ; he 
font fomeab.e officers, with inftruftions to his fons Pepin and 
Lewis ; he recruited and augmented his own army till it be- 
came very numerous ; but he undertook nothing againft the 
barbarous nations, that he might lee what turn affairs would 
take*. 


Hhgcnrr- As he hatc*( idlcnefs, and knew that a great army, inaffive, 
ouifchtme ^’ould foon gr«w feditious, he employed them in the execu- 
f intuiting tion of a deligu which ho had long before forintd, and which 
the Da- will ever do honour to his abilities : this was opening a 
nubo communication between the ocean and the Eitxinc lea, by 
lutb the uniting the Danube and the Rhine . He forefaw the vaft ad- 
Rhine, vantages that would refult from thence to nnmberJefs na- 
f t * ons » " in fwcceeding times, and had like wife in view the fa- 
touu'icrcc cl ^ ltat,n S ^he pi dent object of his politics; which was the 
abfolute reduction of the si bares, whole fpirit and courage 
he admired, and therefore w ilhod to fee them converted to 
Chriftianity and civilized 8. His fchcine was to draw a 
canal from the river of Aednitz , the fourcc of which is not 
far from IVtiffembourg, to the river of Altmul. The lirft of 
thefe rivers falls into the Mein, near Bamberg , and the Mein 
into the Rhine, at Mcntz , and the river Altmul joins the 
Danube between Ingollftudt and Rartiflon. The canal he 
projected was to have been three hundied feet in breadth, 
and" was to extend trom UYijfenibourg to the liver of Altmul , 
which is little more than fix miles *, but the foil, partly rocky 
and partly marlhy, and the rainy feafon, with the want of 
thole machines which art has hnee invented, rendered his 
endeavours abortive, by ruining all his works as faff as they 
were made ; but the glory of torming this dclign, and the 
honour of having attempted it, were out # of the power of 
ac^idehts ; and polbrity mu ft*' do juftice to his memory, in 
acknowleging that he was one of thofe few heroes who had 
the advantage of mankind at heart, and who Jabouied to 
diftinguifh his conquefts by monuments of his munificence 
and true public fpirit h . In the mean time, what the king 
expected came to pafs ; the Moors , being totally defeated ia 
Spain , by Alonfo the chafte, king of Leon, were obliged to 
abandon all their conquefts ; fo that Lewis, king of Aqui- 
taine, and his minified, found'no great difficulty in reftoring. 
things^ on that iide. In Italy the maleconteiUs fell out 
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fcmong therrlfelvtg } ifnd pope Adrian was Ln to thg 
french intereft, being convinced, by expei ienp^ that he 
Could depend upon no ofher fupport : the on that 

fide likewife difpelled, which gave Charles ^Opportunity of 
renewing his former extcnfivc proje&s^ out that he miglit 
execute them with more eafe, and ar :he fame time efface 
the memory of part di (after s, he refolved to hold a coiTncil 
at Francfort ; which he did with the confent of rhe pope, 
and prdided therein with all the majelty of Jne antient em- 
perors *. But the <r*nfa£lions therein berfng not to our 
prefent fubjeft, for two reafons ; firlt, as tney regard eccle- 
fialtical affairs, and next, as they belong properly to the 
hirtory of Germany : we fliall only oblerve, that the monk 
TaJJilon reflgned here, in the moll foleinn maimer, all his 
rights to Bavaria ^ and Charles's fourth queen, Fajlrade, 
died little regretted, on account of her vices and vindiftive 
temper, either by her hulband or his fubjefts. 

Ai.l things being now difpofed for chaltifing the Saxons , The Sax- 
thc king marched in perfon again!! them with his army, at ons again 
the dime time that his Ion Charles pa fled the Rhine at Cologne, reduced, 
with the bell part of the forces that were left in France . The an ^ a 
Saxojis , on the other hand, affembled rhe whole force of all ^'ff-part 
their cantons, determined to put all upon the fortune of a day. ob “&'d to 
But the prefence of this monarch had fuch ail effedl, that 9 utt ** eif 
their army began to difband ; fo that their chiefs were forced C ° Un 
to have recourfe again to fubmiffons, and to ddire peace 
tipon what terms he pleafod k . Chat Us preforibed only two 
conditions; the full was, that they fhould again admit the A.D.794; 
Chriftian clergy, and give hoilages for their fafety ; the 
Other, that they (hould deliver up one thiid-part of their 
army, to be feut where-ever he plcafcd. Hard as this laft 
article was, they obeyed, and Charles dilrribnted thefe Saxon 
troops on the maritime coafls of Holland and Flanders, where 
they did admirable fcrvicc. 1 . The next year, tfee king 
inarched into the country of the Saxons, with a numerous 
army, in order to hold an affembly upon the Elbe ; to which 
rcforte(l, # amongfl other princes, the king of th e Abcdritcs, 
at whole requelt he had chaflifed the Silavonians, and who, 
in times of greateft danger, had invariably adhered to him ; 
for which he was hated by the Saxons , who affaffinated him 
upon the road. 7 his provoked Charles to the lafl degree, 
who, in the heat of his tefentmertf, abandoned the trib# 
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; who were guilty of this aftion to the difcretion of his army; 
who flapwtered many thoufands, and took every thing that 
was woiVhXitjiking m . It appeals from hence, that all fub- 
miflion inw- iierce nation was the pure efFeft of fear, and 
fubfiAed no \png^«* than that continued. 

After an The death of pfcpe Adrian gave the king real concern, 
objlinate which he excelled particularly in an epithet in Latin verfe ; 
war, the j n w hich ttere is lefs of elegance than paflion n . Leo 
Abares t h c W£ ^ c hofen the fame day that his predeceflor died; 
a J e f T , he fent immedptely his legates ro Charles , with rich prefents, 
the Moors tke ke )’ s StA'Vfrr’s tomb, and the Aandard of Rome ; de- 
humhLd. firing that he would fend fome perfon of confidence to re- 
ceive the oaths of the Roman people, in quality of patrician, 
or prote&or of the holy fee. The king immediately dif- 
patched his fecretary Engilhert , abbot of St . Riquier ; and 
his inftru&ions, written with great piety and dignity, are 
yet extant. The war with the A bares , or Huns , was by 
this time, in a manner, finifiied : Henry , duke of Fricul , 
defeated them in a general engagement, and made himfelf 
mafler of their capital, called Ringa , tho* obAinately de- 
fended, with prodigious flaughter of the inhabitants, and 
found therein iminenfe riches, confiAing in the fpoil and 
plunder of various nations, which they had been amafling for 
many years Pepin y king of Italy , completed this con- 
queft, and in another battle killed the Khan, which put an 
end to the war ; and, as fome writers fay, to the people, 
who were in a manner extirpated Only one canton, of 
which Theudin was the chief, fubmitted, were baptized, and 
received into the king’s protection. This did not hinder the 
northern Saxons from taking up arms again, and murder- 
ing one of the lords of Charles's court, who was returning 
from an em bally ; which was attended with the ufual con- 
fcquences, rapine, flaughter, and, at length, a forced fub- 
miflion P. The ting now fpent his winter at \Aix la Chapelk , 
xvitjj Ifis fifth queen, and thert received many embalTies, that 
did him great honour, and fome that muft have given him 
great fatisfattion. AmongA the former, we may reckon that 
from Irene, emprefs of Confiantinople , to apologise for her 
own conduft in putting out the eyes and depofing her 
own fon, and to propofe a marriage between herfclf and the 
king. Thcfe ambafladors were entertained very honourably, 
tho' Charles very well knew flic was at that time embarked in 
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feveral intrigues that were prejudicial to his inteSfe *. On 
the other hand, we may comprehend, among jjfJke latter, 
the fubmilfion of feveral Moorijb lords, andJJ»lication for 
proteftion on the behalf of others, whon^erjl’erred to his 
fon Lewis, king of Aquitaine ; who, : bf his clreftion, font 
an army to their afliftance, and, with the help Jf the natives, 
recovered the i (lands of Majorca and Minor com which, by 
this means, were annexed to his dominions Hut if thefe A.D.“»qg, 
events gave him joy, jth^re was another that/ave him pain. / 
Pafcal and Catvpule, nephews of the late pipe Adrian , at- 
tacked pope Leo in the ftreets of Rome , on the feaft of St. 

Mark, and dragged him into the church, with an intent to 
put out his eyes, and cut out his tongue, and from thence 
remove him into a monaftery, where they intended to have 
kept him pri i'oner ; bflt, being happily delivered by his friends, 
the duke of Spoleto , then general of the French forces, came 
and took him into his proteftion, and foon after, with a good 
efcorte, he fet out to lay his own cafe before the king. 

Charles , at the time of his arrival, was at Padcrhorn ; from 
whence he fet out to meet him, and (hewed him, upon this 
occafion, all poflible marks of refpeft. He fent him back 
fomc time after with numerous guards and attendance, and 
appointed commiHaries to enquire into this affair at Rome ; 
at the fame time he promifed him, that he would come in 
perfon to render him juftice, and to fettle the affairs of Italy , 
which were again in great diforder s . 

At this time the Normans , that is, the inhabitants of the jf :e meam 
northern nations (for fome tribes of the Saxons, as well as the f urei taken 
inhabitants of Denmark , and perhaps fome other nations, were tofecure 
included under that name), began to render themfelvcs fa- all the 
mous by their piracies. This obliged the king to be very frontiers 
attentive to the fafety of the fea-coalts, foj which he pro -of hi* do* 
vided very effeftyally; eftablifhing fortrefles at the months of Mwonj» 
moll of the great rivers, a regular militia, deftined for that 
purpofe only, along the (bore, and fquadrons, properly fta- 
tioned, to cruize in quell of thefe invaders : that he might 
fee how wffll his intentions were executed, lie went in per- 
fon, and examined them with the llrifteft attention l . In 
the month of March he finirtied his tour; and, having palTed 
the Seine at Rouen, went to perform his devotions at the 
tomb of St. Martin ; where the counts of Bretagne, who 
had been in rebellion, and were but lately reduced, came to 
pay their refpefts, and to piake their prefents. He made a 

9 Annal. Fuld. / Baluz. Limes Hifpan. s Anast. 
in vita Lconis. % Anna!. Fuld. Monach, Engolis. 

I. 0 


longer 



* 5 ® 


Js crcivn 
? by rope 


^ The fliftory of Eran £t. B. XIX. 

Idftgef APS 1 than he intended at Tours, by reafon of the fick- 
nefs andP wfh of his la ft queen Lutgarde u . He returned 
from thenctV^' Orleans and Paris, to Aix la Cbapelje, and 
in the montlP of^. A ;i?ujl held a general aflfemhly at Mentz ; 
Wheie he declared, far as was fit, the motives which in- 
dited him t) 1 make a journey into Italy w . He fet out foon 
after, tho* f i< e have no dillinft account of his route, and 
came, with aV army, to Ravenna ; from whence he difpatched 
the king of It\jy to reduce Grimoahl *dnke of Beneventum ; 
which he performed, or, at leafl, wetlearn pf no coniider- 
abie relilUntc made by that duke x . 

Chari.ls in the mean time proceeded to Rome, with * 
fm a 11 corps of troop*, was met at fome Jiftance by pope Leo , 
J.eo l Li. and made his entry with him imo that city on the 24th of 
emperor rf November * . After fome days (pent in proper enquiries, the 
'tie 'iit ft* eaufc was folemnlv heard ; and none appearing to prove the 
at Re me, crimes that had been alleged again 0 the pope, he rofe up of 
nviib vm- own accord, and dcvlared in tile moli folemn manner* 
*u£'J.R ap- ll p on 0 ^ L y lj that he was not guilty of them, by aft, order, 
or connivance 86 . The trial of the alia Hi ns was next brought 
on; and, being convifted in the prefence of the king, they 
were condemned to death ; but the pope interpolcd, and 
defrred that he would fpure their lives: he went farther, and 
intreated that they might not fuflfer in their pc-rfons, but that 
they might be exiled, fo as to give him no farther appre- 
heniioas a . This was in ;tfelf a very extraordinary fccnc; 
but there followed, on Chrijlmas day, one much more extra- 
ordinary. The king going to atfilt at mafs, while he was 
upon his knees before the altar, the pope came and placed a 
rich crown upon his head; upon which the people cried 
aloud, “ Long live Charles the augirft, crowned by the hand 
44 of God ; Long life and viftory to the great and pacific 
44 emperor of the Romans C During thtfe acclamations, 

the pope conducted him to a throne, which had been pre- 
pared for him ; and, as foon as he was fcated, paid him thofc 
refpefts which his preJtcelTbrs were wont to pay to the an- 
tient emperors. He then declared, that, inflcacfof the title 
of patrician, he fhould Rile him for the tutureeinpcror and 
shtgvjhn , and at the fame time prefen ted flic imperial mantle ; 
with which being in veiled, he returned, ainidft the acclama- 
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tioas of the people^ to his palace b . His feafcry Eginard . 
affirms, that he was fo far from Ihewing eitheffify or fatis- Soo. 
faftion upon this occafion, that he declaredjKfcVas not in 
the lead apprifed of the pope’s inteittionij^rjmt, if he had, 
he would, notwithftanding the foie' of Jthe feail, have 
forborn going to church. The rerfon he affined was, that 
this ceremony added nothing to his power. Aid would # only 
confer on himfclf and his poftcrity a poinaous title, that 
might be attended with many inconveniences c . Whether 
this, all circumftaifca confidered, deferve/ credit, we pre** 
tend not to decide, the faft refts upon its author ; but this 
is certain, that Charlemagne was ever after very tenacious of 
that title, and infilled upon being owned in this quality by 
the emperors of the eaft, whom he treated thence forward on 
the foot of equality In his return he took Pavh , in his way ; 
where he made fome amendments and additions to the laws 
of the Lombards. 

The war againft the Moors , who had lately thrown afide qrfo Per- 
thc refpcfl they had fworn to maintain towards his father, fian mon- 
obliged Lewis, king of Aquitaine, to take up arms againll arch, by 
them ; and tho’ it was at the expcnce of a long and bloody bisambrf 
war, yet, in the ilfue of it, he compelled them to fubmit, f^ders, 
and hi ought things into very near the fame Hate in which ma fp 5 a 
Charles had left them d . Pepin, king of Italy, met with more Charles 
fpcedy fu reefs. Thfrtown of Rieti, which was near the ter- 0 r t i e 
rito. y held by the Greeks, revolted at their inftigation. It holy place, 
was llrong, and had fome good pods in its neighbourhood; 

'but Pepin quickly took thefe, and reduced that: upon which, 
having ordered the people to withdraw, he burnt it to a(hes e . 

The governors of Barcelona and Rieti, who had been the 
autliois of iliefc difturbanccs, were fent prifonersby the two 
young kings to the emperor their father. Charlemagne had 
the additional fiuisfaftion of feeing amUafladors from the 
Perjian monaith at his comt, whom he brought tfrith him 
out of Italy, and carried them through France into Germany. 

Amongll other entertainments, he diverted them with the 
fighting ^>f wild buffaloes, which, however, put them ia 
great danger of their lives, and the emperor, who relieved 
them, in much greater ; infomuch that he had certainly loft 
liis life, if a nobleman, whole name was Jfexnhart , who had 
\ol\ liis favour, and had all his eftates taken from him, and 

• # 
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^vas prefcn& 1 difguife, had not killed one of thofe furious 
creatures, ^fethe very inftanr he was on the point of bearing 
down thc&w^ror and his horfc; r for which fervice he not 
pnly reftored\W\im his honours and his fortune, but loaded 
jiim alfo with \<nanf additional favours f . By thefe ambafla- 
dors, their milder mawc >,v ceflion of the holy places at Jeru - 
falcfii to Char\\magnc, which furniftied the romance writer? 
with an opportunity of pretending the emperor went thither 
in perfon, and Conquered them from the infidels, not difeern- 
ing that the matyer of f'a&, plainly aijd dimply related, was 
infinitely more honourable to Charlemagne than their ridicu- 
lous fiftiem s . Thefe ambaTTadors were men of fenfe; and 
having been treated with fome contempt in the places thrp* 
which they pafied in France , complained to the emperor that 
he was leaf!: refpefted in the heart of his dominions; upon 
which he removed the governors, and fined the bilhops who 
had afforded occafion for this complaint \ 

Chatle- The rettlefs behaviour of Grimoalde , duke qf Bcneventum , 
jnagne and his continual intrigues with the Greeks , induced Charle- 
compels the magne tp entertain feriqus thoughts of depriving him of his 
erupt r or duchy, and the Greeks of their territories, or, in other words, 

Nicepho- to ren der himfelf the foie matter of Italy He could 
rus to ac- , 10t con( i u ft this defign of his with fo much fecrefy, as to 
know: lege vcnt j ts com i n g to the notice of tl}e emprefs Irene, the 

moft acl f u | woman of her time, yho flattered herfelf 

“eace * * that * iad more than oncc over reac ^ ed him i n negotia r 

* eac * tion k . To prevent him therefore, and to fccure herfelf, 
A.D p cnt a nobleiTian of great confideration, to make him j* 

propofal of marriage. This, Charlemagne , who had thep 
been a widower two years, and had a great paifion for the 
fex, very readily accepted, and fent two amballidors of his 
own to conclude the terms. In this, therefore, Irene, with 
all her (kill, was cnittaken; {^Charlemagne was not to be 
outwitted, fince, whenever he undertook any thing of im- 
portance, he provided at the fame time for the mcafures 
which were fit for him to purfue, in cafe he did or did not 
fuccccd, which was the great fecret of his adminiftration, 
and prevented its being ever diftpppinted '. In this very af- 
fair he took fuch precautions, that, in all probaSBity, Irene , 
whatever her rirft defign might be in the treaty, mutt have 
efpouied him, if by a confpiracy, undertaken and executed 

f Monach. Saifaa!, de reb. Caroli mag. * P. Daniel. 
h Monach. Sangal, de reb. Caroli f mag. 1 El Macin, 
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in a night, Ihe had no# been depofed by Nicephoms, who ba- 
niftied her to the ifland of Mitylene . Yet this not baffle 
tWt fchemes of Charlemagne^ whofe preparayblfc for war 
were fo formidable, that Nicephorus found hjSpdr under the 
neceffity of giving him the title of AugvMsfh, nd of fettling 
the boundaries between the two empjyjre by I treaty, to his 
fatisfa&ion, though the peace did not laft lonJ m 

While Charlemagne was thus employed, king Obliges 
of the Danes or Normans , projected a very rJmgerous inva- alfo the 
lion on his domini^nSj both by land andyrca; previous to hmgof the 
which, by his intrigues, the Saxons , for /the eighth time, Normans 
betook themfelves to arms ; but the emperor entered their t0 
country fo unexpedtedly, and with fo gi*eat a force, that, after-/™/* 
Curtaining great lofs, they were obliged to fubmit n . He ^ ites * 
punifhed them by tranfporting many thousands into Swijfer - ^tret * 
land , and a much greater number into Picardy and th cLow 
Countries ; at the fame time he removed the Abrodites out of 
their own country into Saxony , which intirely broke the 
fpirits of the Saxons , or rather weakened their force to fuch 
p. degree, that they were never afterwards able to rebel 
At the fame time the guards he ported along the coafts be- A.D.Soj. 
haved with fuch vigilance and intrepidity, that the Normans , 
finding it impoflible to make any impreffion, thought it moft 
expedient, for their own intereft, to conclude a peace, which 
Godfrey once thought of negotiating in perfon, and to facili- 
tate which, Charlemagne advanced with a corps of troops to 
the Elbe . Godfrey came thither alfo with a very numerous 
body of horfe ; but fearing, or pretending to fear, that hi9 
perfon might be feized, they treated by deputies, by whom a 
kind of convention was concluded, whereby the emperor’s' 
fubjetts were reftrained from making incurfions into the ter- 
ritories of the Normans , who, on the other hand, engaged, 
that his fleets fhould refpedl: the territories of Charlemagne P. 

An agreement founded in the intererts of both parties, and 
which fubfifted fo long as they confidered thefe iif* tl^ fame 
light. 

The emperor beginning to feel himfelf, notwithftanding Settles the 
the vi^bur of his conrtirution, by his continual fatigues, and dijtnbu 
by his excefTes in refpeft to women, much decayed, held an tun of his 
aflembly at Thionville , where he made an authentic difpofl- dominions % 
tion of his dominion?, by which he gave Aquitaine and Gaf 
cony , together with the Spanijh marches, to his fon lewis ** 

m Adon. Chron. T^eopan. Chronographia. a Hifto- 
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his ^fffj^ldminioris he confirmed to Pepin , together with 
the beft of Bavaria , and the countries at prefent inha- 
bited by ; the countries* in thofe days Ailed M !*- 

Jiria, Au/iregL^fgd Thuringia , were left to Charles , who, as 
the eldeft, wL, ah^die moll powerful of the three. In this 
inftrumeat allfthings\;-e very clearly exprefTed, and all pof- 
fibie provifionl made, to prevent difputes between the three 
young prince^ during their lives, or with regard to their 
fucceiliojns, inVafe of their deceafe. This difpofition having 
been publickly Kjad in the aflembly, avas fubfcribed by the 
emperor, and by* the principal nobility that were prefent; 
after which it was fent by his fecretary to Rome, in order to 
gender it more authentic by the fubfcription of the pope 
It is very remarkable that in this inftrument there is not only 
no notice taken of the imperial dignity, but alfo, there is an 
exprefs reservation of the fovereign authority to the emperor 
\ during his life, as well from the three kings, as from all 
their refpeftive fubiefts. The very fame year, the two kings 
of ■I Tilt aine and fatly, who had been prefent in the af]cm* 
faly, returning into their dominions, obtained feveral advan- 
tages againft the infidels, whom Pepin drove out of Corfica 9 
and Leu’ ; s defeated in Catalonia . Charles alfo made an c\- 
A D go 6 P^^ 011 * nt0 Pohemia 9 where he defeated a tribe of the SeLi- 
* ’ vonians, that had icbelled and killed their duke. In the 

winter arrived at Aix la C hap clle, frorp that great prince 
whom the French Ailc monarch of Perfia, and who makes fo 
great figure in oiiental authors under the name of the Kha- 
lif Aaron al Rafchid , feveral ambalfodors, who were kindly 
received, andmoft magnificently entertained: amongft their 
prefents was a clock, the firft ever feen in France \ 

By his The next year Lewis, king of Aquitaine , found himfeJf 
•wife and involved in a war with the Moors in Catalonia, which ho 
frm eon- managed with indi%rent fucccfs, and was, at the fame time, 
duel the embarrafied with feveral fquadrons of Normal * pirates upon 
andTd^r co ^ s » but, having received early intelligence of thefe 
an o ur f rom ^\ s father, he took fuch precautions for the fecurity of 
are hit bis coa ^ ts > ^ at they were able to give his fubjefts b^t little 
from mak- trouble l . As we have already ufed this word often, and 
* ngonyim fhall be obliged to repeat it frequently, it is requifite to ob- 
frrjp'jns. ferve, that wc comply in this with the French hiftorians, with- 
in the com pa fs of this period, who ftile all the northern 
nations, without dictindVujn, Normans ; nor is it of any con- 
fcquence to hillory/ or at lead to this part of our hiftory, to 

• 
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inquire minutely into this matter, fmce thefltee of thefe 
times makes it neceflary to ufe the term ; the* 3 b of which, 
once fettled, can lead us into no miftakc. Sjjlere happened, 
about this period, fome new broils in hich hiftoriana 

attribute to the Venetians , who, hy laft Jreaty, were left 
to live under their own laws and tneir owl dukes, tyit, at 
the fame time, were to render juft homage in both empires; 
which, as they found it difficult to do, ancLwere defirous of 
independency, they conceived it their int^reft to embarraf$ 
them in new difputes. Pope Leo, who forefaw the confe- 
quences of their intrigues, judged it requifite to make a 
journey into France, to give the emperor a right idea of the 
ftate of things in Italy . In confequence of his informations, 
Charlemagne fent inltruftions to his fon Pepin, to keep his 
naval force in cofcftant order, as the moft effe&ual means to 
preferve the peace of his dominions ; and it was by following 
this advice exactly, that he repelled both the Moors and the 
Creeks , as often as they gave him any difturbance u . In like A.D.807. 
manner Charlemagne covered the reft of hjs extenfive territo- 
ries, having ports at the mouths of all confiderable rivers w , 
guardftiips on the coafts, fortifications along the fliore, and 
a militia properly difpofed for the defence of thefe fortifica- 
tions. 

It quickly appeared that the emperor had judged rightly ^ 
pf the precaution? neceflary againft the Normans . Their out 
king Godfrey, tho’, as we fhall fee in its proper place, theQ ? odf 
Norman nations give him another name, had the courage not king of the 
pnly to break again with the French , but to projeft and to Danes or 
tinder take a war of continuance. He began with making an Nor- 
irruption into the country of the Ahodrites , than whom no mans,w£a 
German nation had ever more ftcadily adhered to Charlemagne, proves a 
and not only drove Trajicon , one of their dukes, out of his Jormidable 
dominions, M alfo caufed another, wliofe name was Code - entm J • 
laibc, whom by fome mrflns or other he got intS hjj> hands,’ 
to be hanged np, merely for oppoling his paflage: after 
which he reduced a great tvaft of country, and had certainly 
puihtfi his conquefts much farther, if the emperor had not 
orderefPTiis elded fon Charles to advance, with a great army, 
towards the Elbe x . This had the that was expedit'd ; 
for the Normans, who, in the courfc of the campaign, had 
bought his viflories dear, retired into his own dominions, 
where he (hewed both his fpirif and (kill, by pi >viding at. 
the fame time, with equal vigilance, for the defence of his 

« Vita Ludovfci Pii. w Eginard. Annal. * An- 
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own domijMlr.s, and for a frefh irruption into thofe of the 
emperor iiylg fpring ; while prinqe Charles , having erefted 
a fortrefs npaK^he Elbe, at or near the place where Ham- 
burgh is now returne d and put his troops into win- 

ter quarters y llefwfl^king of Aquitaine, made another ex* 
A.D.808. p e ditjon in perlfn againit the Moors, from whom he recovered 
feveral places ; J Pepin , king of Italy , with the afliftance of 
his father’s fcroidrons, reprefled both the Moors and the 
Creeks , and gai\d fome advantages ove£ the Venetians, by 
their general’s bemg averfe to making war by fea, in perfon. 
This year, by the interpofition of the emperor and the pope, 
JEdulf, king of Northumberland , who had been dethroned 
and driven out of his kingdom by his fubje&s, was reftored *; 
the emperor, through his whole reign, holding a fair cor* 
refpondence with the Saxon kings in Britain. 

The tro- * N fpi'ing there was a negotiation for peace, between 
vrrfs of the th e emperor and the king of the Normans , which was broke 
€war 9 otberoff by the latter; and upon Charlemagne's threatening, for fo 
incidents, it was in effeft, to come and fettle thefe difputes on his fron- 
and the tiers, Godfrey gave him to underftand, that poflibly he might 

dome fie f a ve him that trouble, by coining with an army to the gates 

employ - 0 f j[ x i a Chapelle a . He was indeed the moil formidable 

‘ encm Y ^ at > * n courfe of his long reign, the emperor 
aJ had to deal with; who notwithftanding prevented his mak- 
® * ing the irruption he intended, by fending count Egbert, with 
a numerous army, on the other fide the Elbe, while duke 
Trajicon, at the head of his own fubjefts, the Saxons, and 
other vaiTals of the empire, recovered the country he had 
conquered the preceding year, and gave him full employ- 
ment at home. The Greeks made a defeent not far from 
Ravenna , with an intent to befiege the city of Comachio, but 
were beaten, and obliged to retire to their lhips. The 
Moors alfo made a d&fcent upon Corfica, and ravaged a great 
part of tRe ifland b . In Spain, \he king of Aquitaine at- 
tempted the recovery of Tortofa , which had been furprized 
in the winter, without effeft, and one of his generals was 
alfo obliged toraife the fiege of Huefca c . In the mean time 
Charlemagne held a council at Aix la Chapelle, wiflr all the 
ftate of a Chriftian emperor, in which he (hewed great zeal 
for the doctrine and difeipline of the church. He fpent alfo 
no fmall portion of his time in revifing the feveral codes of 
laws, by which hisjubje^, in different parts of his empire, 

y Poeta Saxon. z Vita Alfred magni. • Annales 
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were governed, and made filch alterations iiyMiem as he 
thought neceflary; for he perfifted in his maxj&Df govern- 
ing every nation by theif own laws, withc^WJ^king any 
changes, but thofe that were abfolutely xgfilifite tor their 
own benefit d . He likewife heard the4%^ftts|hat were made 
to him by the governors of province^pand fuch as adminifter- 
ed juftice. He heard alfo the complaints] of all futh as 
held themfelves aggrieved, whether laity or cfergy, and had 
fet times for receiving and anfwering petitions. It is very 
wonderful that, wjjh^all thefe great affairs upon his hands, 
he Ihouldfind leifure to collcft, as he did, all the old poems 
and hiftorical fongs, relating to the exploits of his predeccf- 
fors, which he did with a view to a complete hiftory of the 
monarchy; and it is a great misfortune to pofterity, that 
thefe colleftions are diffipated and gone e . It is the fureft 
mark of an univefial genius that it finds time for all things. 
Charlemagne ' s dominions were more extended than thofe of 
any Chriflian monarch, and yet they were lefs extenfive than 
his capacity. 


Things at the opening of the year had but an unpleafant -- 
afpeft. The officer who commanded in the marches of Spain 
dying, th ^ % MooriJh governor of Saragojfa and Huefca eafily of * 
over-ran them, more efpecially as he pretended to hold them Aquitaine 
as a vafTal of the empire. The Gafcons likewife began to andoflxz- 
murmur, and to pa^ little or no obedience to king Lewis : ly, againfl 
the party of the Greeks alfo became the ttrongeft in Italy ; the Moors 
and this obliging Pepin to withdraw fome of his forces out and 
of the ifiands, the Moors took the advantage, and in a ^ ree ^ s - 
fhort fpace of time made themfelves matters of the beft part 
of Corfya. f . To heighten this gloomy profpeft, the whole 
north was in motion, to put it out of the emperor’s power to 
fend either of his fons the fuccours which the fituation of 


their affairs required. Charlemagne , hovjfver, without being 
difeoncerted, .applied himfelf with vigour to cjjfpofe all 
things on every fide for the Tupport of his government p and, 
while he was thus employed, the cloud gradually difpelled. 
Lewis , king of Aquitaine, entered the rough country of the 
Gafcons *with a well appointed army, from which, as they 
were notable to refift, they fled, but with a full refolution 
to attack his rear, upon his return out of Spain . Lewis took 
no pains topurfue; but, having taken a Angle man, caufed 
him to be hanged up, and declared his refolution to treat all 
in the fame manner who did not fuomit £*• He feized their 
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old men, t< ther with the women and children, as hoftages, 
for the fa ~ c his troops in their return. Having recovered 
the front: the Moors, he re dafTed the mountains, with- 

out any lofs, whidfc the Ca/cons thought it their inte- 
reft to fubmit. 1 ‘ had the like fuccefs againft his ene- 
mies, infomuc that T^oephorus judged it expedient to fend 
ftmbifTadors t< Charlemagne , with whom they concluded £ 
peace. But was otherwife with refpeft to Godfrey , king 
of the Norma \ againft whom the emperor provided, as he 
had done formerly, by caufing a numerous army to pafs the 
Elbe , and advancing ieveral other corps towards the fron- 
tiers h . 

Godfrey, That king, who was not inferior to Charlemagne in mar- 
king of the tlal abilities, having left a confiderable army to fupport the 
Normans, Sclavonians, with proper in ft r Lift ions ho\v to aft, embarked 
makes a his beft troops on board a fleet of two hundred fail, and, be- 
dangtrous fore the emperor had any intelligence of his defign, attacked 
irruption , t he iflands on the coaft of Friezland, reduced them, and 
a f m then made a defeent, with all his troops, upon the continent. 
JujJinaud ^he french and the Frlfons , that is, the marine, militia; 

and the natives, airembled as great a force as they could to 
oppofe his paflage ; but Godfrey having attacked and defeated 
them, (truck the adjacent provinces with a general confterna- 
tion i. Charlemagne aflembled all the troops he could, 
which were not very confiderable upoij the Rhine , in order 
to make head againft this bold invader ; but, when he expefted 
’ a decilive battle, he had intelligence that the enemy had 
abandoned their conquefts, and were embarking on board 
their fleet. This ftrange turn was occafioned by the aflafli- 
nation of Godfrey , by one of his guards. His fon was of a 
different temper; his firft care was to acquaint Charlemagne, 
that he was fincerely difpofed to peace ; he allured him, in 
return, that he had the fame inclination ; upon Which a cef- 
fation okarms enfued, the conferences being deferred to the 
fpring k . The fatisfaftion he received from hence was very 
much qualified by the death of his beloved daughter, the 
princefs Rot rude , and by that of Pepin, king of Italy, who; 
with great courage and abilities, had a profound jgjpeft, and 
.a moft tender atfeftion for his father. He left behind him a 
fon, Bernard , and five daughters. The eirfperor e*pf-efTed. 
A.D. #10. more grief than foine thought confiftent with his dignity; but 
Charles was none^of thc^e heroes who are unaffefted by the 
fofter paflions, or of thofc politicians Who thought it requi- 
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fite to diflemble then?. He wept for his fowjnd* at the * 
fame time, he declared Bernard, tho' an infant/fmd a natu- 
ral fan, king of Italy *In this it feems he me confent 
and concurrence of Lewis , king of ^uitajpofppon which he 
very much depended, ~ ' J 

The fpring opened with the neglfriations with the new ^heempt*^ 
king of the Normans , and a congrefs was h;ld in Juttand , ror *°ff* 
at which twelve miniflcrs from each of the motfmrchs affifted, biseldeft 
who concluded a folid peace. This did not, hinder the eui-£k ar j €S 
peror from fending^wo numerous armies, one on the other ^ C V 
fide the Elbe, the other into Panonia , to fettle a difpute be- tnoft of his 
tween the Huns and the Sclavonians : at the fame time, a enemies in* 
third marched into Bretagne, where they put an end tofome clined tl 
ftirs that had happened, when the emperor -s affairs were peace* 
thought tobeinjbad pofture. In the meantime, Charles 
went in perfon to fee all things reftored on the fea coaft; and 
having pa/led as far as Bologne, caufed the port to be fortified, 
made it a capital Ilation tor one of his fquadrons, and erect- 
ed a noble pharos, to prevent any accident by veifcls entering 
in the night m . At his return to Aix la Chapelle, he met 
with a new mortification, in the death of his eldeft ion 
Charles . Hisgrandfon, Bernard, going into Italy, under the 
the direttion of count JVallon, found all things in great eon- 
fufion, the Moors , both of Africa and Spain , being ready to 
make a defeent on Sardinia and Corfica , and Crime aide, duke 
of Beneventum , in arms. In Sardinia , where the Moors ac- 
tually landed, they met with fuch a reception, as left them 
no inclination to try their fortune in Corf.ca n . Count WaU 
Ion marched into the dominions of Grimo.ilde , and gave him 
fo fevere a check, that? he was glad to fubmit, and to pay an 
annual tribute of twenty-five thoufand pieces of gold, as the 
price of his folly. The emperor Nicephorus being killed, and 
his fon depofed, Michael , his fon-in-law, who mounted the 
throne, renewed the peace# with Charlemagne , a ml fent his 
ambafiadors to Aix la Chapelle to allure him of his tordial 
friend (hip : as a proof of if, thevftudied in their harangues 
to givethim all the titles annexca to the imperial dignity, fo 
that.nomAis dominions were on every fide at peace, which 
the Moorr, after their late defeat, were glad to renew 

As the emperor was now towards feventy, had been for He ofm* 
fomc years infirm, and was particularly fubjeft to the gout, ateshis 
of which he had a very fevere fit in the winter, he bent his only fur* 

1 EoiNAnn. vit. Carfli mag. m Monachus Sangallen- 

fis de rebus Bellicis Caroli magni. Chron. var. antiq. ft Eci- 
na&b. Anna!. * ♦•Theofhan, Chronograph, 
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•viving 
/on Lewis, 
king of A- 
quitaine, 
in the em- 
pire* 
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thoughts iair' ely to the prefervation of thofe advantages tor 
his fubjerffsfter his demife, which it had been the ftudy and 
the endeavo'im^of his whole life to procure. He judged it 
the Ihorteft mett^d for ' ,.his purpofe, to aflociate his only 
fon Lewis in the ehypire. With this view he fent for him 
to court, where a general afTembly was held of the prelates 
and nobility throughout his dominions, with whom he con 4 
fulted upon this occafion, and who chearfully and unani- 
moufly gave their confent P. On the day fixed for the cere- 
mony, Charlemagne, inverted with all'thb enfigns of the im A 
periai dignity, and attended by the great officers of his houfe- 
hold, went with his fon, in rtate, to the church or chapel 
which he had built, and from which the city of Aix derives 
the diftinftion of la Chapelle. There they both prefented 
themfelves before the high altar, where, . after having fpent 
fome time in prayer, the emperor told his fon, that being by 
birth called to that high dignity, it fhould be the bufmefs of 
his life to endeavour to difcharge it worthily. In order to 
this, he recommended to him a ferious zeal for religion ; 
charged him to look upon the prelates as his fathers, and 
upon the people as his children ; exhorted him to be kind to 
his relations, gentle in his adminiftration, but, at the fame 
time, fteady and firm in the execution of juftice: he added, 
that he ffiould be ever ready to reward merit, fhould prefer 
his nobility gradually, ufe great deliberation in the choice 
of minifters; bur, when once chofen, never remove them 
from caprice, or fnpport them when clearly convitted of 
crimes. He then afked him, if he was willing to govern in 
this manner ? Lewis anfwered, that he efteemed it his greateft 
felicity to obey his commands, and that his memory fhould 
never let flip his counfel. The emperor ordered him then 
to take a rich crown, which was fet for that purpofe on the 
high altar, and fet*it on his own head; and after divine fer- 
vice was«perfonned, they returned to the palafe q . In a few 
days Wj returned into Aquitaine , where his prefence way 
requifite; and Charlemagne caufed, the fame year, councils 
to be held at Arles , Rhcinis , Mentz , Tours , and af Chalons 
on the Saorne, being very defirous that all thirds fhould 
he reduced into the beft order polfible while he was yet alive 
(D). $5$: likewife renewed the peace with the Normans y 
^4 who* 

P Aunalcs Rcrufn Trancorum. 4 Vit. LuJovicr Pii. 

* t 

(D) The magnificence of where he was attended by his 1 
Charlemagne appeared in the vafl’als, prelates, governors 6f 
dyets, or general a/Temblies, provinces, and all who held 
$ great' 



, ; * . ; 

WJio M ,l»d^;jpis<p: king.' •TW^fcir/ ha4’ &qfceri 4&e 
peace lately coiicluded art ahdr own reqijefl:,; ani l aving no 
otfeer war upon his hands, Charles employed fife navalforce 
of his empire : to make them fenfiUc of t^eir perfidy, in 
y.fuccefsful, tho’ at fell they did foine miff* 


which he wasveryj 

great employments under him. 
We are not to fuppofe that thefe 
were always prelent ; but when 
this duty was omitte’d It was 
by the emperor's permiffion, 
and thofe that were excufed 
fetit their agents or deputies,, 
qualified to give the emperor 
iuch informations a9 he re- 
quired. At thefe Teafons of 
fefiivity he appeared in all his 
imperial ornaments, and re- 
ceived prefents from all the. 
members of the afiembly, 
which, in fucceeding times, 
were (tiled free gifts. In thefe 
afiemblies* thole laws were 
made which were intituled~Ca- 
pitulars , of which we have a 
complete colleftion extant, and 
appear to have been all made 
by the advice, and' with the 
aflent, of the nobility and pre- 
lates aflifting. Some of the 
vafials or princes of barbarous 
nations, and fome of the great 
lords in /tafy 9 held their eftates 
by hereditary right; but the 
dukes and counts among the 
French were officers, remove- 
able at his pleafure, and he* 
was equally cautious in dif- 
placing them, and in giving 
their noqpurs to their fons. 
For the yaw sg nobility, they 
were generally bred up at his 
court, and under his eye, Co 
that he was better acquainted 
with their inclinations and ca- 
pacities than their parents, and 
he preferred them accordingly, 
purTuant to his own maxim, 
that tmtde .were to be inherited, 
but that honours and em£toy- 

Hist. You. XXIH. 


ments were the reward of merit; 
At thefe feafons the time was 
foent in bufinefs and divert 
lions pf every kind, in which 
the emperor was very indul- 
gent. At other times he was 
model! in his drefe, frugal at his 
table, and a declared enemy to 
luxury, as appears from his 
fumptuary laws, which were 
very Uriel, and from the fol- 
lowing odd infiance, iharper 
than any law. He obferved 
the nobility about him drefibd 
one winter in very fine filk 
robes, lined with fur of great 
price. He carried them with 
him to hunt one rainy morning, 
through woods, and other 
places and, when they came 
in* permitted nobody to change 
their habits, faying, they would 
dry better by the fire, which 
lhrivelled all the tom furs, and 
fpoiled them entirely. The 
next morning he directed they 
Ihould appear in the doaths 
they wore the day before* 
When the court was pretty full, 
“ What a tattered qpmpany 
“ have I about me," faidehe ; 
“ while my (beep fltin cloak, 
“ which I turn this way or that 
“ as the weather fits, is notjat 
M all the worfe for yefterday'a 
“ wear. For fhame, learn to 
“ drefs like men, and let the 
“ world judge of your ranks 
" frog i your merit, not from 
“ your habit: leave filks and 
M finer y to women, or to thofe 

u when robes** are wore for 
** ihews and not for ufe.” 


M 


chief 
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chief by invading the continent, and the coafk of Italy. 

A.D.81 3. There happened a new revolution fci the Greek empire, which, 
however, dhj not alter the harmony which had been lately 
re-eftabliihed, the cew -emperor being as defirous 6 f preferv- 
ing it as his predeceffer had been, and for that purpofe dif- 
patched amballadors to Charlemagne , who did not arrive till 
after his deceafe r . 

The hath About the middle of the month of January , at his com- 

q/Charle- ing out of the bath, the emperor felt- him felf feverifli; he 

magne. was always averfe to phyfic, believing exercife the bell means 
of preferving, and abftinence the furcfl way of recovering, 
health. His maxim failed him on this occafion, for in three 
or four days his difeafe became a plenrify, and from this time 
he applied himfelf only to prepare for his great change ; on 
the 27 th he fell into an agony, and on the 28th, feeling his 
ftrength quite exhaulled, he faid with a low voice, Into thy 
hands , Lord, I commend my Spirit, and fo immediately ex- 
pired, in the feventy-firft year of his age, the forty-feventh 
of his reign, the forty-third from his conqueft of Italy , and 
the fourteenth from his being crowned emperor \ He made 
a new will, as a private man, by which he dillributed his 
treafures amongft his children, and to feveral churches 
throughout ail parts of his dominions. He gave no direc- 
tions as to the place of his burial, and therefore thofe about 
him caufed his corpfe to be interred in the church of Aix la 
Chapelle , and erefted a tomb, covered by a triumphal arch, 
with a ftiort and modeft epitaph c . He was moll fincerely 
regretted by his fubjefts of all ranks, but more efpecially by 
thofe who were neareft his perfon, with whom he lived in 
great familiarity, being one of the few princes who could 
enter into the companionable pleafu res of private life, with- 
out prejudice to his dignity. His application to public affairs 
was ves y great and very conftant : he was vary eafy of accefs, 
and-fcarce thought any thing too mean for his notice; but he 
was far from being fufpicious, credulous, or cruel. By the 
mildnefs of his government he acquired the affection of his 
fubjefts, but kept his vaffais within the bounds of Cheir duty, 
by never fuffciing them to tranfgrcfs it with iihptlnity. He 
rewarded all fervices fpeedily and fuitably ; and, in order to 
this, he rarely bellowed more than one office upon the fame 
man. He had his failings; and, amongft thefe, the greateft 
was indulgence 5 to the failings of. others; for he would not 

■ r Theoph. Chronograph. * Adon. Chron. 

■ ward, vita Caroli mag* . 
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punifti in his neighbour the liberties he took himfelf «. la 
a word, he was extremely amiable in his private life, as well 
as very illuftrious in his public character ; and 'this we may 
fay with the greater aflurance, fmce we have Very ample me- 
moirs of his life, written by his fecretary, as well as fome 
other pieces by cotemporary writersf 

SECT. IV. 

*tbe Reigns of l!ewis the Gentle, Charles the Bald, 

Lewis the Stammerer, Emperors and Kings of 
France; Lewis and Carloman, Kings ; and Charles 
the Grofs, Emperor and King , or Regent of France. 

AT the time of his father’s death, Lewis, king of Aqui- ConduSl of 
tame, held an affembly of the ftates of his dominions, Lewis at 
which he fpeedily difmified, in order to comply with thede- his en- 
tires of the nobility, who thought his prefence requifite at trance on 
Aix la Chapclle (A). His territories were of a vaft extent, the admi- 
— and ni J irat,6n 


0 Adon. 

(A) Lewis, the yoimgeft fon 
of Charlemagne, who attained 
thd* age of manhood, was 
crowned king, and fent into 
Aquitaine , when a child of be- 
tween three and four years of 
age. He was educated with 
great care and ftridlnefs: he 
underftood the Greek well, and 
wrote and fpoke the Latin 
tongue correttfy and eloquent 
ly. He was no lefs adroit in 
his exercifec ; fo that there was 
toot abetter horfeman, abetter 
archer, Sr on e who handled a 
lance witlff better air than ho 
in his whole dominions. He 
was tall and ftrong, though not 
either fo tall or robuft as his 
father: his countenance was 
high-coloured, and his afpeft 
always ferious. He fell* into 
fome licenfes in his youth, and 
"had One natural fon; An*ld % to 


Chron. 

whom he gave the county of 
Sens ; but he reformed early 
and fincerely, became very re- 
ligious, and not only exatt but 
aufteie in his morals. His fa- 
ther fent for him frequently to 
court, inftrufted him in the art 
of government, carried him to 
the wars, and laboured to in- 
fpire him with fentiments fuit- 
able to his condition, 1 *in which 
he did not altogether fucceed. 
His adminiftration, however, 
in Aquitaine , after he came to 
years of difcietion, wasfuchas 
gained him very high reputa- 
tion. The regularity of his 
manners procured him the 
furname of Pious. His atten- 
tion ^to his*domain, and the 
frugal management of his reve- 
nues, enabled him to live with 
all the fplcndor of a prince ; 
and, at the fame time, would 
M 2 have 
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of the and demanded all the attention that could be given, even by 
•weft era a prince of the moil extenfive genius : Italy indeed had been 
empire, beftowed upon his nephew Bernard , the fon of Pepin , upon 
whom Lewis had no other claim than that of homage; but 
befides the ancient kingdoms of Auftrajia, Neuftria , and 
Burgundy , Lewis held in Spain what are now ftiled the 
countries of Navarre , Arragon , and Catalonia. In Ger- 
many, beyond the Rhine, he held all the country of Saxony , 
the Upper and Lower Panonia , Dacia m on the north fide the 
Danube, IJlria, Croatia, Dalmatia, and a good part of the 
country now ftiled Poland \ In his pafiage to Aix la Cha - 

a Ecinard. vita Caroli mag. 

have kept his coffers full, if in his whore dominions; His 
his charity and liberality had only fault was his being over 
not found other ufes for his religious, which inclined him 
money. He gave with his own to follow the example of his 
hands, and with fo good a uncle Carloman , and induced 
grace, that from thence he was him to think of retiring into a 
ftiled the Debomaire, He convent. This was very, $f- 
found his country full of dif- agreeable to Charles , who re- 
orders, and in the word condi- monftrated to him, with fome 
tion poflible ; the nobility head- degree of heat, that Providence 
ftrong, haughty, and oppreffive ; had called him to another kind 
the clergy proud, ignorant, and of life; that it was his duty to 
lewd ; the common people la- refped that call, and thatghe 
zy, indigent, and prone to all ought to think of faring God 
forts of vices. He brought a- as a prince, and not as a monk, 
bout a general and wonderful He afterwards came to dif- 
reformation, and that by his cern that his father was in 
own example and authority, the right; and it had been hap- 
He applied himfclf to govern- py for him if he had difeerned 
xnent, as a profefiicm to which it fooner, and underftood it 
he was galled by Providence : . better. We h*ve (hewn in the 
he admin iftered juftice fteadily {ext, in what manner he was 
and ftri&ly : he puniihed but afiociated by his father in the 
relu&antly, and without feve- empire ; we (hall only add, that, 
rity : he rewarded liberally, at the time he fucce$ded him, 
and avowed fatisfa&ion. His he was thirty-fix gfijfcs of age, 
father fent commiffaries to in- and had efpoufed Ermtngardt , 
fpeff his behaviour; and their the daughter of Enguerand, 
report was fuch, that the em- count of Hefiai , in thediocefe 
peror could not help bqrfting of Liege, who had more of his 
out into this Reclamation ; eftcem than ofhisafFe&ion, by 
M Let us give thanks to God, whop he was the father of 
ff for having given us a fon thole fons, who, through the 
u wifer than ourfelves P* There courfe of his life and reign, 
was fcarcc a grievance known gave him to much difquiet. 

pelle 
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felle he was met byTheodulfe, bilhop Qf Orleans , who had 
great credit with his father ; he gave him a diftinft idea of 
the ftate of the court, ftnd infpired him with* j^iioufy of 
count Wallon, ox Walla, thegraudfon of Charles Mart el, and 
efteemed one of the wifeft men of that age : he likewife infi- 
nuated the apprehenfions that a gr<^t part of the court was 
under, but more efpecially his fillers, from the gravity tf his 
difpofition, and the feverity of his morals, which induced 
him to fend orders for arrefting feme of thofe princefles fa- 
vourites ; and one of jjiem making fome refinance, was killed, 
which occafioned his treating the reft with more rigour than 
he intended. However, he fucceeded peaceably to the em- 
pire, 1 and Walla was the firft who did him homage *>. He 
executed his father’s will with great punftuality, except with 
regard to fome of his fillers, who being in his opinion too 
flenderly provideS for, he fupplied them with what he judged 
requifitc for their maintenance. He difmifled them, how- 
ever, from the court, and fent them to the abbies which 
Charlemagne had afligned them. He retained his three na- 
tural brothers, and took care of their education, caufing 
t hem to eat at his own table. He held an afTembly, in which 
he confirmed all his father’s grants ; and being informed that 
fome Spanijh families, who had retired into his dominions 
to efcape the tyranny of the Moors, were opprelTed by his 
fubje&s, and reduced to a kind of valfalage, which differed 
but little from flavery, he redrafted that grievance, and fet 
them intirely at liberty c . On receiving the homage of the 
duke of Bcnevcntum , he lefTened his tribute to feven thou- 
fand pieces of gold : he reftored the Saxons and the Frifons 
to their rights of inheritance, of which they had been de- 
prived by his father for their frequent rebellions, for which 
he was generally blamed ; yet the event (hewed he was in the 
right, for they remained inviolably attached to him d . He 
received the ambafladors of jthe Greek emperor, ^nd other 
princes, favourably, and renewed the feveral treaties ofcpeace A.D,8i4. 
that had been concluded with them. He had, at his acceflion, 
three fons. Lot hair e, Pepin, and Lewis: he fent the eldeft 
into BJbaria, the fecond into Aquitaine, and appointed nu- 
mbers To manage their affairs c . His father’s example 
feems to have been to him a law, perhaps without a due re- 
trofpeft to his motives. 

b Vita Ludovici Pii. c Nithardi* Anqilberti filii 
Caroli magni Imperatori^ ex Bertha filia nepotis abbatis, fandtt 
Richarii, oe diflentionibus filiorum Ludovici Pii. d Astro- 
nom. in vita Ludoyici Pii. • Adok« Chron. 
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A confpi - Among tliofe who addreffed themfelves to Lewis at his 

racy, form- acceflion, was a Danijh or Norman prince, whofe name was 
ed by Ber- Heriolt , to whom he promifed his prote&ion ; and an at- 
nard, king tem p t was made this year to reftore him, which however did 
’ not fucceed. Theempajor held an afTembiy at Paderborn , 
^teror * h’ ls ne ph ew Bernard , , king of Italy , and other princes, 
defeated. * an£ * it was foon after this, that he received the news 

' * of another confpiracy again!! the life of pope Leo , which 

having been difeovered in time, and thgfe# who were concern*: 
ed in it fecured, the pope caufed them to be executed, with 
•which the emperor being difpleafed, dire&ed Bernard, king 
of Italy , to go to Rome , and by his prefence put an end to 
thefe disorders f . This was done effe&ually by the death 
of the pope, who was fucceeded by Eugenius V. This pon- 
tif did not wait for the emperor’s confirmation, which he 
took amifs, and the pope, to footh him, made a journey into 
France, where he was received with all poflible honour ; and 
having crowned the emperor and emprefs at Rheims, return- 
ed into Italy, where he did not long furvive s . The em- 
peror caufed a council to be held, for eftabliftiing ecclefiafli- 
cal difeipline at Aix la Chapelle ; and there he likewife gave 
audience to fome Moorijb ambafiadors, and to thofe of the 
Creek emperor. He likewife received ambafiadors from the 
the kings of the Normans , who follidted him warmly to 
abandon Heriolt; but to break his word, and to defert a 


prince in diftrefs, was not the character of this monarch : he 
heard the advantageous propofals they made, but, after hear- 
ing them, he fent them back without an anfwer h. 

Diforders Another great affembly was held at Aix la Chapelle , in 
in Italy, which the emperor declared his intention to aflociate one of 
where 'the his fons in that dignity, after the example of his father, tho’ 
fops are the cafe was very different, and the reafons which determined 
difpofed to the one $vere not at all applicable to the other* After a 
jbake off f a ft 0 fc three days, to implore the direftion of heaven in the 
ail depen- emperor’s choice, he declared Lothaire , his eldeft fon, his 
* en 9'' coadjutor; at the fame time he created Pepin king of Aqui- 
taine, and Lewis king of Bavarian and, after the ceremonies 
of their coronations were over, fent them into theiRSfpeftive 
dominions l . This news fcarce reached Italy before Bernard 
took up arms, and having a flrong party in France , he flat? 
tered hirafelf with the hojes of depofing the emperor. Lewis 
upon this occafion afled with greater vigour than either his 


f Vita Ludovici Pii. * Eginard. Annal. t Astro* 
nom. in vita Ludovici Pii. 1 Chrpn. tyloiffiac, Chartadi- 
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friends or his enemies txpefted : he aflembled a puiflant ar- 
my, and began his march dire&ly, with a full intention to 
pafs th tAlps, and put an etid to this defection. But by that 
time he arrived at Chalons on the Soame, the face of affairs 
changed ftrangely. Some of the great lords in Italy refufed 
to join Bernard ; thofe who had joined him abandoned him ; 
and his army, feeing this, deferted, which affefted him tofttch 
a degree, that he pafled the dips in perfon, and came to im- 
plore the clemency of his uncle k . Lewis received him cold- 
ly 5 told him, that, on die death of his father, he was the firft 
who propofed to the emperor declaring him king of Italy ; 
that, fince his acceflion, he had confided in him, and, con- 
trary to the opinion of his minifters, had heaped upon him 
many favours: that, however, he would not be judge in his 
own caufe, but vjpuld refer all to the determination of the 
next aflembly at Aix la Chapelle , where Bernard, and his af- 
fociates, who were the chief minifters of the deceafed em- 
peror, and Theodulfe, biftiop of Orleans, were condemned to 
fuffer death K The emperor caufed the laicks to have their 
eyes put out, and the bifhop to be depofed ; Bernard died 
a few, da vs after of grief, or of pain. The emperor caufed 
his three brothers, at the fame time, to be fhaved, and put 
into monafteries ; and thus this affair ended. But, before 
the end of the year, the Ahodritcs, who hitherto had been g 
always faithful, revoked : the caufe was this, Traficon, their * * 
duke, being aflaflinated by the king of the Normans , Charle- 
magne had appointed Sclaomir to fucceed him ; but on the 
acceflion of Lewis, Ceudragne, the fon of Traficon, repre- 
fented his father’s fervices to the emperor, who made him 
joint duke; upon which Sclaomir called in the Normans m . 

In confequence of the intrigues that had been fet on foot Lewis, by 
in the beginning of this reign, Merman, count of Bretagne , theperfiia - 
not only threw off' his vaflalage, but afSimed the title of. fan of his 
king. Lewis \noveA dire&ty with his forces on ({hat fide, minijlen 9 
and called a general aflembly at Vannes ; in which having 
regulated certain affairs, he attacked the Bretons with fuch ^ ^ 

vigour, jmrfued them fo clofely, and wafted their country in ter 0 j f u £ e 
fuch rniiaaer, that the people in a fedition murdered their Quclfe. 
new king, and fubmitted again to Lewis , who thereupon 
declared Noinenon , a great lord of that country, who had 
never entered into the revolt, count or judge of Bretagne n . 

The emperor, in his return to Germany ? took Angiers in 

k Vita Ludovifi Pii- •Thegan. dereb. geft. a LudoviciPii 
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his way, where he had left his emprefr Hjrmengard tick, and 
who deceafed there foon after. He proceeded from thence to 
Heriftal, where he gave audience «to the ambaffadors of fe* 
vend nations. Amongft thefe were deputies from Sigott, 
duke of Bencventum, who, by the rich presents they brought, 
appeafed the emperor jsn behalf of their mailer, who had 
railed himfelf to that dignity by the affafiination of Grim- 
aide ; but he would not Men to the complaints made by 
Liuduit, duke of the Huns, againft the count of Frioul ®. 
While he was thus employed, Lupus, count of the Gafcons , 
revolted, but he was quickly defeated by Pepin, king of 
' Aquitaine, taken and fent prifoner to Aix la Chapelle, which 
was likewife the fate of Sclaomir : both thefe rebels were 
fentenced to death, but the emperor contented himfelf with 
fending them into banilhment p . His courtiers and mini- 
fters, to divert him from that inclination *ne had to a life of 
privacy and retreat, prevailed upon him to marry Judith, the 
daughter of duke Guelfe, defended, by the father’s fide, from 
one of the noblefk houfes id Bavaria, and by the mother, 
A D 818 fr° m t * ie ancient dukes of Saxony,, beautiful in her perfon, 
* and a princefs otherways accomplilhed ; but who, notwith- 
standing thefe rare qualities, proved the author, or ai ieaft 
the occafion, of the misfortunes that befel him and his fub- 
jefts 1. So liable are matches made from prudence as well 
as pailion, to mifcarry. # 

Liuduit, The revolt of Liuduit, produced a war of fome continu- 
dukt of ance: he was the chief of the Abates or Huns, who inha- 
Hungary, bited that part of Hungary which lies about Buda; but he 
revolts, drew into this defection the Sclavonians, who were feated on 
and main- the rivers Save and Drave, from whence he is, by fome 
writers. Ailed duke of the Sclavonians r . The emperor im- 
n at c'war me diately ordered a body of troops out of Italy to reduce 
" V^ him, but that wa^not fo eafily effefted; he made a gallant 
emperor, and foldjer-like defence; and r when fatigues«and the rude- 
nefs pf tne feafon had obliged tKe emperor's forces to retreat, 
he entered the adjacent provinces, ravaged them, and re- 
paired, by the plunder taken by his troops, the Ioffes fu- 
ftained by the war. Attacked by thefe armies at *bnce, he 
lecured himfelf by the fame conduit, and by maintaining a 
fccret correfpondence with fome of the auxiliary troops, of 
which thofe armies were compofed : he likewife, by his 

® Nithard. tie dilfentionibus iiliorum Ludovici Pii. 
v Astronom. in vita Ludovici Pii v i Nithard. de 
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intrigues, engaged* h« Normans to renew their piracies, and 
had alfo Tome intelligence in Italy But, at length, the em- 
peror’s generals changed their method of making war, and 
inftead of ruining the open country, purfued him from place 
to place, till at length he was forced to quit his own territo- 
ries, to take fhelter in the country of the Sorabes. There 
he murdered the duke who had given him refuge; but not 
able to maintain himfelf long in that country, he retired to 
the town of a Dalmatian lord, with whom he had long held 
a fecret correfpondencg. But his friend, perceiving his af- 
fairs defperate, and being afraid he might treat him as he 
had done his former prote&or, thought it moft for his in- 
tereft and fafety to put him out of the way : and thus ended 
this war *. 

We have before obferved, that the emperor held a council n e m j gm 
for reftoring and enforcing the difcipline of the church; and ror unac - 
we have more than once remarked, that he was not only countably 
zealoufly but fmcerely pious himfelf; yet it was from this acknwu - 
right adtion, and from thefe laudable inclinations, that, for hgys bis 
want of penetration and fteadinefs, the emperor fuffered o^wnmal^ 
deeply. He had a profound refpeft for bifhops ; but his re- 
formation had difobliged moft of that order throughout his^ r *^*** 
dominions. He thought it improper for prelates to be loi- ***** 
tering about a court, and was therefore for confining thenr *** 
to their benefices. # To this, in the council, they could not 
but aflent, and when they had aflented, they were forced 
to obey; but they refen ted this ftriftnefs in the emperor as 
if it had been an injury. They found means to reprefent 
the virtues and felf-denial of Adelard, abbot of Corbie , the 
elder brother of Walla y who was now alfo become a monk, 
in fo ftrong a light, that, notwithftanding he was the prin- 
cipal author of Bernard's confpiracy againft his crown and 
life, the emperor not only recalled himf and reftored him, 
but foon after employed hjpi»as his minifter. Aielard, in 
a ftiort fpace, gained the confidence of Lewis to fuchP a ^de- 
gree, that, upon the marriage of his fon Lot hair e y he in- 
terceded and procured the pardon of all his aflociates; and 
the em£ergr, of his own accord, added the reftitution of 
their fortunes and honours. One would have imagined the 
monk might have Hopped here, but he did not. He knew , 
that his matter was fincerely grieved for the death of his 
nephew ; and from thence he took tf>ccafion to perfuade him, 
that it would be highly, meritorious to make an open coa- 
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feflton of his crime, and to do public feirtince for it, fetting 
the example of the emperor Thcodofius , who fubmitted in 
like manner V) St. Ambrofe, biftiop" of Milan ; and tho’ their 
aftions were very different, yet fuch an influence had he over 
the mind of Lewis, that he took it for a cafe in point u . In 
A.D.8^2. confcquence of thefe ffaaVtge notions, the emperor a&ually fub- 
mitted ; and in the face bf the public, at the aflembly of At - 
tigni, acknowJeged his faults, begged pardon for the fcandal 
he had given, and defired the bifhops to enjoin him penance. 
He even carried it fo far, as to thruft* irfto the catalogue of 
his faults his difearding the old miniftry, and difgracing 
Walla, whom not long after he fent, with his fon Lot hair e, 
into Italy ; fo that two brothers were the prime minifters, 
and dire&ed the councils of the two emperors, till the death 
of Addard, whom his brother fuccee^pd as abbey of 
Corine w . 

Lothaire The emperor’s difpofition was now fo well known, that 
goes twice the pope thought he might avail himfelf of it. Pafchall . wa9 
to Rome, fe at ed j n the papal chair; he had caufed himfelf to be 
*7 crowned, without waiting for Lewis's confirmation, which 

cindafis ^ excu ^^> b Y throwing the blame upon the cWryjuid 
there as P^pfe; a °d be had obtained, or at leafl: this is aflerted, an 
fovcragn* extenfion of the charters of Pepin and Charlemagne, which 
have made a great noife in the world, but are fufpefted in 
feverai cluufes by mod, and believed tc* be all a forgery by 
many. This pontif thought he might take any liberties un- 
der lb good a prince, and, in this perfuafion, did many 
things that occafioned loud complaints. Lewis hearing 
thefe murmurs, dire&ed his fon Lothaire to go to Rome , ta 
inquire into the caufes of thefe diforders, and to reftify what 
was amifs. Lothaire , in obedience to his father’s commands, 
went thither, and, after proper inquiry, made a decree in 
virtue of his imp&ial dignity, by which many grievances 
were removed, and all difortle*s appeafed x ? The pope 
fhewAl him great refpeft, crowned him with his own hands, 
and teftified great fatisfa&ion in his prefence. In a fhort 
tiipe, however, after his departure, two noble Romans , The- 
odorus and Leo, who had diftingui fried themfel yea j) y their 
adherence to the young emperor, were Seized, their eyes put out, 
and at length they were beheaded in the patriarchal palace of 
Latcran . This alarmed the emperor exceedingly, who fent an 
abbot and a noblqtian, his commiflaries, to Rome, in order to 

make a ftri£t inquifition into this affair. The pope made a 

• 
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ftrange apology ; he\nfifted that the execution was done 
without his privity; out at the fame time declared thole 
great men had fuffered juftly. He went farther, and, in imi- 
tation of his predeceflor pope Leo, purged himfelf by oath, 
and procured thirty-four bifhops to fwear with him ; which, 
with the excufes made by his ambaffadors, induced the em- 
peror, through an excefs of good nature, fays the French 
hiftorian y , to reft fatisfied. However, he was fpeedily 
called to anfwcr at apother tribunal, which was not to be 
impofed upon ; and, on his demife, Eugenius II. was elefted, 
but with fo much diforder, that Lothaire made another 
journey to Rome , where, with fbvereign authority, he exa- 
mined into and correfted many errors in the adminiftratbn, 
opcafioned by the avarice, pride, and private refentments of 
the popes : having by a new decree, confiding of nine 
articles, reftored the public tranquility, he took an oath of 
the Romans, not to proceed to the coronation of any future 
pope, till confirmed by the emperor, and left alfo an imperial 
judge at Rome , to prevent things from running again into 
confufion,promifing that, in cafe he was threatened or cor- 
rup?E87"^o fend commiftaries to hear appeals in the laft 
refort z . 

While his fons were thus employed in Italy, the emperor Birth of 
adminiftered affairs at home, with equal facility and dig- Charles, 
nity. The Wilfes, a Iribe of the numerous nation of thi ethefo?iof 
Sclavonians , to prevent a civil war, de fired Lewis to hear the empe- 
and determine the caufe between two brothers, who both ror h the 
claimed to be their king. The elder had been depofed, but?J^£ 
had ftill a party ; the younger had the good graces of the }/ Jgocc ^ cn 
people in general. Both appeared before the emperor, and a f term J 
faid what they could in fupport of their refpeftive titles : i^ards of 
Lewis decreed in favour of the latter, but afligned a revenue, great dif- 
and an honourable eftabliftimenj, to the former, with whicfyWfr.r. 
he was fatisfied a . He rdftored Heriolt to his fiiarg of 
the kingdom of Denmark, caufed him to Jbe baptized, and 
fent Ebbo, archbifhop of Rhcims, into Denmark, to convert 
his fubjefts : thefe his endeavours might have been very fuc- 
ccfsful, IPTrtiad not beep foe the imprudence of this prince, 
on whom he chiefly i&ied for fupport. • The emperor alfo - 
chaftifed the Bretons, and entered their country with three A ^ g 
armies, commanded by himfelf, and his fons Pepin and * * 
Lewis, kings of Aquitaine and Bavciria b . • On the fide of 
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£/<2m, indeed, his forces had recefrejjz a check from the 
Gafcons, which gave him fome uneafiryffs ; but this was fodn 
removed by the joy he felt on the birth of his fon Charles . 
It was preceded by ail earthquake, which was interpreted as 
an omen of the misfortune that had happened in Spain, but 
was afterwards applied to this event, with equal reafon in- 
d£fed, as having no reference to either. But it was the fail- 
ing of this monarch to be ftrangely affefted by whatever 
happened out of the ordinary courfe of things; eclipfes, in- 
undations, famines, were all prodigies alike' to him; and the 
memoirs of his reign were compofed by one who, becaufe 
he held that port in the court of this emperor, is known to 
pofterity by no other title than that of the aftronomer c .' 
Several At the aflembly held iu the fpring at Aix la Chapelle , 
mis/or- Viomarque , who had been at the head of the rebellion in 
tunei bap - Bretagne , came with the principal lords of that country to 
pen on the p a y t h e j r re fpefts to the emperor, and to give him the 
to which ^ ron g e ft affurances of their fubmiflion and fidelity. Lewis , 
atttbe'af- ^ 1S g°°d-nature, received them with great afFabi- 
f airs of the Mty and kindnefs, and difmifled them, more efpecially Via- 
empire fall marque, with rich prefents. They were no foopgr returned 
into confu - into their own country, than the rebellion broke out"afrelh, 
Jion . and Viomarque particularly made an inroad into France , ia 

which his troops committed the grcateft excefles ; but count 
Lambert , who commanded on the frontier, took his oppor- 
tunity in the winter, by a quick march, and with a choice 
body of troops, and having inverted him in his houfe, after 
an obftinate refiftance, cut him and his adherents in pieces d . 

826. Things did not go fo well in Catalonia, where, through fome 
mifmanagement, the Moors made a great impreffion; and 
foon after happened that revolt in Navarre , which, as we 
have (hewn in its proper place, gave rife to that kingdom. 
Things had gone*ftill worfe, if Bernard, lately advanced to 
the honour of count of Barcelona, had not been more able, 
or at leaft more fortunate, in repelling the enemy ; but the 
force he commanded was fo fmall, that preferving this city 
was all in his power e . In the north new difturbances broke 
out; in confequence of which, Heriolt was again firiven out 
of his kingdom. The Saracens made themfelves matters of 
the ifland of Sicily ; upon which the people of Naples , per- 
ceiving it in vain to expeft any fuccours from Conflantinople 9 
would have put themfqlves under the proteftion of Lewis, if 
the circumttances of his affair^ Jwd permitted him to have 

* P. lb Long. £rbsnoy. Le (Jbndre. •* Vita Lu« 
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given them relief, lut things were fo ill managed by to- 
thaire and Pepin on|the fide of Spain, that it was intirely 
impracticable : yet count BonifacS , who commanded in Cor- 
Jica, affembled a gooclfleet, and with a confiderable body of 
troops on board made a defcent in Africa, where he defeat- 
ed the Moors feveral times. This diftrafted the enemy, and 
raifed the reputation of the French arms, which in that con- 
juncture Was of the utmoft confequence f . 

By this feries of difafters, the. enemies of the emperor's Intrigues* 
government obtained* at! opportunity of firft difturbing, and h which 
next fubverting, it. The emprefs Judith had gained a great tf?e &° m 
afcendency over her hufband, which fhe employed in per- tver ? m f* t 
fuading him to place her fon on a level with his brethren, ^peror 
In this the difficulty was great, as the emperor had already ar gh/oujrht 
fettled the fucceffi#n to all his dominions. Aquitaine and into the ut- 
Bavaria were fmall kingdoms, out of which, therefore, no- mo ft ha - 
thing could be taken ; fo that, whatever his fhare was to be, zard. 
mutt be detached from that of Lot hair e S. The emprefs em- 
ployed her addrefs fo effectually, that fhe engaged Lothaire 
to confent, and even to promife, with an oath, that in cafe 
the died while Charles was under age, he would 

undertake the care of him and his affairs, as his guardian 
arid proteftor. But the proteftor having removed many 
from their employments, on account of the late difafters, they 
breathed every- whereat fpirit of difeontent, and, by degrees, 
the complaints on every fide became fo general, and fo loud, 
that the emperor appointed commiffioners to inquire into the 
errors of his own government ; their title in Latin was, MiJ/i 
Dominic* \ and Walla was at the head of them : he had a great 
reputation for prudence and fan&ity, and he made a very 
ample report in a general affembly, in which he not only 
treated the minifters, but the emperor himfelf, with great 
freedom. Upon this feveral frefh change^enfued, and four 
great councils were held for<hl reformation of the %leigy h . 

But the emprefs, through all thefe mills of religion and pub- 
lic fpirit, faw clearly that the emperor’s, or at leaf! her, ruin 
was intended : of this file made Lewis fo fenfibk, that 
he feut HM/M back to his convent, and, after much delibera- 
tion, fent for Bernard \ count of Barcelona , whofe fitter, be- 
fore he became a monk, Walla had efpoufed, and intrufted 
him with the chief management of affairs. He was indeed 
''the fitteft man he could have employed: he had great faga- 
dty, much firmnefs, and having once embarked in any de- 
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fign, purfued it without looking badP. U happened unuckily, 
that the port bellowed upon him in thep>urt was that of lord 
chamberlain, by which having fitquent admiffion to the em- 
prefs, and being a very handfome, a|id withal a very gal- 
lant man, this gave a new topic to the malecontents ; who, 
feeing all their plots in danger of being unravelled, boldly 
gave out, that he was too familiar with that princefs, and, as 
fuch reports eafily gain credit, this was fpeedily and generally 
believed *. 

The em- Count Bernard , not in the leaft moved with thefe ru- 
feror and mours> 0 r intimidated with the intrigues of the ecclefiaftics, 
Ch 1 pl anne d a new kingdom for Charles , which would have ren- 
f all into ^ered him a powerful fovereign. It was to confift of fo 
the hands muc h of Germany as lies within the Danube , the Maine , the 
of Lewis Neckar , and the Rhine ; to which were added Rhetia , or the 
and Pe- country of the Grifons, and that part of the kingdom of 
pin, and Burgundy which comprehended the diftritt of Geneva and 
are very the Swifs cantons k . The malecontents a&ed in conjunction 
ill treated, w i t h t he emperor's three fons, though, as yet, they did not 
affefr to appear. Count Bernard was no ftrangcr to this j 
and, under colour of reducing the Bretons , whq we^^gain 
revolted, aflembled an army, which the emperor was to 
command in perfon, and in which Lewis, king of Bavaria , 
likewife ferved, and Pepin , king of Aquitaine, was direfted 
to join the army on the frontiers of Bretagne, with his forces. 
But, when they came to march, part of the forces refufed to 
obey orders ; notwithftanding which, Lewis, by the advice 
of the count, advanced with the reft. Pepin , with a great 
army, marched out of Aquitaine , and the malecontents have- 
ing offered him their fervice, he made no fcruple of declaring 
againft his father ; upon which, Lewis quitted the emperor’s 
camp, and joined him h In this fmiation the emperor fent 
his confort, for fifety, to the abbey of Poitiers , and Ber- 
nard, apprehending he ftiouWbe the viftim/ demanded leave 
to retire to his government of Catalonia, which he obtained. 
Pepin, by the advice of the malecontents, fent a detachment 
to the abbey of Poitiers to feize the emprefs ; having her 
in his power, he loaded her with reproaches, an£ told her , 
that, if Ihe meant to preferve herfelf, fhe mulF go and per- 
fuade his father to two things ; that (he (hould take the veil 
as a nun in the monaftery from which (he came, and that he, 
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refigning his digdlr, Should become a monk. Judith pro- 
mifed all that he c\uld defire ; but, in her interview with 
the emperor, is fuppofed tb have advifed him not*to renounce 
his dignity. However he permitted, that /he fhould go and 
take the veil, as (lie did ; and, for himfelf, demanded a con- 
ference with the peers and prelates. His army having 
abandoned him, he fell, with his fon Charles, into *the 
hands ©f the rebels, who treated him very coarfely ; caufing 
a fmall aflembly to be held at Compiegne , in which they ex- 
petted he fliould Wave refigned the crown. He appeared 
therein confufed and difconfolatc, made a kind of apology 
for his conduft, protefted the rectitude of his intentions, 
and promifed to aft with more circumfpedtion for the future. 

He flood while he was fpeaking, tho’ tlicre was a throne in 
the hall ; but, vqjien he had fini filed his difeourfe, the bi- 
fhops arid great lords, who were prefent, obliged him to fit 
thereon 

This difconcerted the fchemes of Pepin and the abbot of Both of 
Corbie . Lothaire arrived foon after with an army from them re- 

Italy, and, as it was upon him the malecontents principally mot/a/ to 
d and Lewis found themfelves fo little con- the cm- 

fidered, that they thought it their be ft way to retire each peror, 
into his dominions. Lothaire 11 fed his father with much Q&.whadif- 
terior refpefr, but did not allow him the fmallcft fhare °f ^Tir* 
power; and tho* h® did not talk of depofing him, yet he^y 1 ta ~ 
put certain monks about him, who were inftrufted to per- 
fuade him to quit the world n . They were fo far from fiic- 
ceeding in their commiflion, that, the emperor difeourfing 
with them very gracioufly, they entered thoroughly into 
his interefl ; and one of them, whofe name was Cowhand, 
undertook to negotiate a reconciliation with Lewis and 
Pepin, in which he fuccecdcd °. At the great aflembly held 
at Nimegacn , the emperor, finding hinffclf furrounded by 
feveral Gcrmafi princes, attracted by their guards, ©began to 
refume his courage. He fent for H'tidith ?, abbot of St. Hems, 
who had been very aftive during the whole affair, and a Iked 
him, w£at he meant by bringing fo many men armed in hit 
train, Qideqed him to dilmifs them immediately, and to re- 

.tire to P axler hern. He treated IValla, abbot of Corbie , in 
the fame manner p . At length he fent for his fon Lothaire , 
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A.D.830. to whom he reprefented, in fo ftrong jt light, the folly, as 
, well as wickednefs, of this behaviour, Mat he burft out into 
/tears, and 1 intreated his pardon/ A/ that inftant the two 
parties were on the point of coming tofblows 5 but, the two 
emperors appearing together, all things were pacified, and 
the dyet, which met to depofe the emperor, confirmed his 
authority. The firft ufe he made of it was to arreft the 
chiefs of the defeftion, whom he brought to a trial at the 
winter aflembly held at Aix la Chapelle • where they were 
fentenced to fufer death, but he was cbntent to fend them 
into exile q . 

New in - The emperor was refolved to recall his confort to court 5 

triguesand but, as (he had taken the veil, it was thought requifite to 
difturb- have the advice of the bilhops, and the confent of the pope. 

*%ces in Q re g 0r y t b e fourth, then in pofleffion ofc the fee of Rome, 

andamonr declared, that, as (he had taken the veil by force, her vows 
the impe- were not hiding. Soon after her return, count Bernard 

rial fa- was recalled ; but firft it was judged expedient, that the em- 

milj. prefs fliould purge herfelf, by oath, with refpeft to the heavy 

crimes laid to her charge r . The return of count Bernard 
created frefh murmurs ; the monk Gombaud thercghv^hat 
being made prime minifter was the leaft that could be done 
for one who had reftored the emperor ; the kings Pepin and 
Lewis were for governing likewife ; and the emprefs judged 
every attempt of this kind an intruficai upon her province. 
The exiles were recalled, or, at leaft, as many as were con- 
tent to acknowlege their errors, and fubfcribe to the pro- 
A. D. vifion made for the emperor’s youngeft fon Lothaire was 
83* • depofed from being emperor, but was allowed to keep the 
title of king of Italy , provided he did nothing of confequence 
without receiving his father’s inftruftion. Before the end of 
the year, count Bernard , perceiving that the emprefs was 
conduced by otter councils, reconciled himfelf to Pepin, 
king of Aquitaine, and, by Mis dntrigues, the three brothers 
were* more clofely united than ever in a league againft their 
father l . 

Upon the The king of Aquitaine, having made his efcgpe from 
death of court, made all the hafte poffible into his oww dcminions, 
Pepin, and where he no fooner arrived than he took up arms. The 
king of emperor, being acquainted with this, aflembled an army, 

q Vita Ludovici Pii. Vita Valse abbatis. r Theo. de 
geftis Ludovici Pii . Ni t h a r d. de diflentionibus filiorum Ludo- 
vici Pii. Vita Val* abbati9. m • Vita Ludovici Pii. 
1 Theg. de geftis Ludovici Pii. Vita Val* abbatis, Nithard. 
de diflentionibus filiorum Ludovici Piij 4 

and 
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and declared, that h\ would hold his great court at Orleans,} Aqui- 
but his forces were \arce in motion before he had intelli- taine, the 
gence of the revolt ofpis fon Lewis, which copftrained him em P eror 
to return, and to ap Jbint the aflembly at Mentz u . , The-^f* a fo e . . 
king of Bavaria made no doubt but th c Saxons and Allmans h , ts ^ ons 2 1 
would have joined him, more efpccially when he knew 
had taken up arms; but they marched direftly to the em- 
peror’s army, which was of the laft confequence tQ his 
affairs; for it gave him fuch fuperiority, and raifed hi$ 
courage fo much, th!it*he compelled Lewis to come and 
throw himfelf at his feet ; from whom he exafted an oath, 
that he would never fwerve from his duty any more. Upoa 
his return from this expedition, Lothairc met his father at 
Trancfort , affuring him of his fidelity, and that he had no 
correspondence with the rebels ; tho*, in reality, he was td 
have been at the head of the revolt w . Lewis marched next A ’ 
againft the king of Aquitaine , held an aflembly at Orleans , 
and obliged him to furrender himfelf, and then fent him, 
under an efcorte? prifoner to Treves . On the road he found 
means to make his efcape, returned into his own dominions, 
and rehellion ; which fo provoked the emperor, 

that he declared the kingdom of Aquitaine forfeited, and in 
that light gave it to his fon Charles , who was then about 
nine years of age x . 

This revived the mtirmurs of the people, and created a The em- 
general difeontent amongft the nobility. Lothairc , who was peror aft* 
returned into Italy , where he had a numerous army, ap- cond time 
plied himfelf to pope Gregory the fourth; reprefenting to P r jf on er to 
him, that, having been crow/ned emperor by one of his pre- "l* 
deceffors, and the aft, by which himfelf and his brother 
were declared kings, being in the papal archives, he ought in 
juftice to efpoufe their caufe. Gregory, won by thefe fol- * an j u j ( £ 
licitations, tho’ he had been confirmed in Ihc papal fee by with the 
the emperor Lei9is, yet confont^d to come with Lothaifc, utmoft in* 
and his army, into France ; where the very name of the pope dignity. 
brought many bifhops, and other ecclefiaftics, to join them, 
and ajpong^: the reft JValla, abbot of Corbie y . On the other 
hand, fom^of^the bifhops, and. particularly Dreux , bifhop 
of Mentz , the emperor’s natural brother, tho* he had not 

* Annales Bertiniani. Nithard. de diffentionibus filiorum 
^uiexici Pii. w Vita Ludovici Pii. Theg. de geftis Ludo-r 
yici Pii. Vita Valae abbatis. * Adon< Chron. Ni- 

Thard. de diffentionibus fifcorum Ludovici Pii, Vita Valse 
Ibbatia. 7 Ago bert. de Comparatione utriufque Regiminift 
Paschasius Radbertcs ii*vit. Val# abbatis. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIIL N bee* 
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been kindly ufed, adhered firmly to thawnonSrch, and wrote 
in very ftro/ig terms to the pontif in wiich they went fo far, 
as to reproach him with entering Frhnce without the em- 
peror’s leave, and being in a camp wlfjre fons had difplayed 
their banners againft their father. The pope replied in very 
high terms to them ; but had afterwards an interview with 
the emperor, in which he endeavoured to excufe himfelf*. 
In the mean time Lotbairc and his friends corrupted the' 
emperor’s army, fo that he fell into their hands, with his 
emprefs and his fon Charles j and, in # an alfembly held haftily 
on the fpot, Lewis was depofed, the throne declared vacant, 
and Lothaire placed thereon a . As for the emprefs they fent 
her to Tortona , and put her into a nunery, the young prince 
Charles being fent to a cattle in the foreft of Arden . The 
pope being returned to Rome, and Lewis and Pepin , who 
had joined their brother, being retired into their refpeftive 
kingdoms, Lothaire , in another aflembly, compofcd chiefly 
of ecclefiaftics, caufed a long charge to be exhibited againft 
his father, degraded him with many ceremonies, caufed his 
fword to be taken from him at the altar, and put him into a 
habit of penitence, after the model of king Wamtnv^ubigz in 
Spain. He likewife caufed falfe news to be told him, that 
the emprefs, having taken the veil, died foon after ; and that 
his fon Charles , being fhaved, was put into a monaftery, in 
hopes that this would have detcrmfhed him to become a 
A.D.833. monk b . All thefe contrivances had cffefts the very rcverfe 
of thofe that were expefted from them. The emperor be- 
haved with great humility, but at the fame time with much 
firmnefs : he acknowleged the chaftifement to be juft from 
the hand of God, but he conceived that the notions he had 
formerly entertained of becoming a monk, and abandoning 
the rank to whigh Providence had called him, had brought 
thefe igisfortunes upon him^ On the othqp hand, the peo- 
ple in general, and the monkfc in particular, began to alter 
their fentiments, and to cry out, that the ufage of fo good a 
prince, by an unnatural fon, was not to be endured c . 

Lothaire While things took this turn in the heart of his domi- 
nftera nions, Dreux , biftiop of Mentz, went to the fcouft'of his ne- 
iongftrug- phew, Lewis , king of Bavaria , and reprefented to him, in 

* Theg. degeftis LudoviciPii. Vita Vais abbatis. Epift. 
Pap. Greg. IV.* a Theg, de gefti3 Ludovici Pii. ‘ Vita'Vai&Y 
abbatis. Annales Bertiniani. 5 Ada exaudorationis' 

LudoviciPii. Theg. de geitis LudoviciPii. c Nitharo.) 
de diffentionibus filiorum Ludovici Pii. Thecan. de geltis Lu-\ 
, jdovici Pii. Vita Vais abbatis. * * 
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the mod pathetic Vrms, the weaknefs, as well as wickedncfs,£/*,f)rMn~ 
of his conduft towards* his father, fince he had very little felled, in 
reafon to hope the lame tendernefs from his brother Lothairc f ^ e mv ft 
that the emperor hid fhewn him. At the fame time count 
Bernard , though the emperor had deprived him of his dig- ™ amier jto 
nitics for the fliare he had in Pepin's rebellion, reputed to * 

the court of that prince, and demonftrated to him focleaily > bis father 
that it was his intereft to reftore his hither, notwithftanding 
it was in his quarrel Ije had been depofed, that he began his 
inarch with a numerous army for that purpofe d . Lewis , of 
Bavaria y was hi ft in the field, and had no fooner declared on 
his father’s behalf, than the Saxons , with their ufual alacrity, 
aflemblcd tluir whole force to join him u . Several of the no- 
bility in France took up arms on his fide, infomuch that Lo- 
tkaire 9 perceividg himfelf in danger of being fnrrounded, 
fent his father and his brother Charles to the abbey of St. 

Denis , and, with the few forces he ftill retained about him, 
retired into Burgundy ; where, being joined by fomc of his 
adherents, he did a great deal of mifehief ; but was at length 
reduced to the neceflity of throwing himfelf at his father's 
feet, afi’d, with the utmoft humility, demanding pardon, in 
the fight of the whole army f . 

Immediately after this happy event, theemprefs Judith Thefe who 
was recalled ; and tho’ the emperor had been abfolved by fuch were deep - 
bifhops as were about the court at St. Denis , and afterwards eft in this 
prefen ted by them with his fw r ord and crown, yet fuch was treafin 
either the fcruples of this prince, or the fuperfiition of \\[s concut ^ e d 
fubjefts, that a more formal aft of rellitution was thought 
necdliiry. Accordingly, in an affcmbly held at Thicnville, ^ r '- ^ 
all that had been done in the allcmbly at C:>rnpcig'ie was de- 
dared void, the emperor w'as again abfolved, feven arch- 
bifhops laying their hands upon his he^i, and Ebbo , arch- 
bifiiop of Rhmms , who had 4 he bold icfs to degrade him, 
which he had done with much brutality, tho’raifed by tiic em- 
peror from the dregs of the people, read publicly his recan- 
tation, and afterwards refigned his dignity, from which he 
would Wave been otherwife depofed g. The diforders which 
thefe cffril ^ars had occafioned were fuch, as, in a manner, 
banifhed all appearance of government or of juftice; but the 
emperor quickly appointed commiffaries to redrefs thefe 

» ( ' * 

d Thbg. degeftis Ludovici Pii. Nithar*d. de diflentionibus 
filiorum Ludovici Pii. » c Vita Vala; abbatis. f Ni- 
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grievances, and to reftore the vigour ofmhe laws ; which 
they, in a gpod meafure, performed, might now cer- 
tainly have fpent the remainder of his c/iys in perfcft tran- 
quillity, if it had not been for the intrigues of the em- 
prefs, who, having a reftlefs defire to fee her fon fettled 
in ^ kingdom, recurred to her firft projeft, and entered 
again into a negotiation with Lothaire. He did not enter- 
tain this at Hrft fo warmly as llie expelled, though he fent 
loine minifters of his own to treat in his father’s court, 
at the head of whom was Walla , who was kindly received 
and carefled by the emprefs, tho’ he had been the principal 
author of the troubles that, from the very beginning, had 
difturbed her hufband’s reign h . But while this treaty went on 
flowly, Lothaire was taking every poflible method to ftrengthen 
himfelf in Italy , that in cafe the emperor, 'who was become 
. very infirm, fhould die, he might be able, at all events, to 
A.D.836. p Ut himfelf into pofiefiion of his dominions. 7 'he manner in 
which he executed this defign difobliged many of the nobi- 
lity, and bore fo hard upon the pope, that he joined his 
complaints to theirs at the court of the emperor ; whe was 
at length fo much provoked, that he refolvcd to gu-s*i perfbn 
with an army of choice troops into Italy , and fent his orders 
to Lothaire , to provide the magazines neceflary for his 
inarch to Rome \ What the confequencc of this journey 
might have been cannot be eafily conjectured ; but the de- 
predations committed on the coaft of France , by the Norman 
pirates, obliged the emperor to lay it afide, that he might 
more effectually provide for the fecurity of his dominions ; 
which, whatever chagrin it might give to the emprefs Judith 
and her partizans, was not at all difagreeable to the wifer and 
better part of the emperor’s minifters, who were very far 
from approving of this expedition k . 

7 he three At length, after mature deliberation, the emprefs deter? 

fim cabal mined to engage Lewis to add*to\he dominions, formerly in- 
again, in tended for her fon, the kingdom of Neujlria, and fome other 
order to diftriCts. This refolution was at that time kept very fecret ; 
compel notwithflanding which, the three brothers had intelligence 
their fa- 0 f ft, and deliberated jointly whether they fhowH mew the 
/<7 de- war> or diffcmble their refentment. The paffages from Italy 
• / , wcie guarded, the dominions of the kingdoms of 

Bavaria and Aquitaine were at fuch a diflance from each 
* other, and the ndbility 5 f France and Germany fo little dif- ^ 

•a 

h Thfc. de geftis Ludovici Pii. Vita Valae abbatis. 1 Vita 
Lvdovici Pii. k Nithard. de difljpntiombus filiorum Ludo^ 
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pofcd to begin an\ new troubles, that they were conftralned 
to be quiet. The\mperor, therefore, having fummoned an 
aflembly at Ckierft l»n tne Oife, introduced his fon Charles , 
then about fourteerl and with great folemnity declared him 
king of Nettjlria , Lewis, king of Bavaria , being there in 
perfon, and the deputies of the king of Aquitaine fubferibing 
with the reft *. Things did not remain in this ftate long ; the 
death of Pepin opened the way to a new divifion. He left 
behind him two fons, Pepin and Charles , and two princefles, 
who were married.* Judith prevailed on the emperor to re- 
venge the injuries he had received from his fon upon his 
grand-children, who were abfolutely innocent, by depriving ■ 
his eldeft fon Pepin of the kingdom of Aquitaine . In order 
to this an aflembly was convened at Worms , to which lo- 
thaire was invited ; and, tho’ not without fome inquietude, 
thither he came. His father received him kindly, but the 
emprefs covered him with carefles. 

The great point was to engage him to acquiefce in a new ^ lewtroir 
fcheme, by which Charles was to have, as the fpoil of his his break 
brother Pepin 9 the kingdom of Aquitaine , and to divide the out in 
reft of th ^French dominions with Lot hair e, and, according Germany 
to the old projeft, was to be the tutor and proteftor of his 
nephew. As he was not in a condition to difpute, he aflented, .S u ^ 
or rather fnbmitted, to what was expefted from him.; and, tai ?. c ^ 
by this partition, the Mcufe, the country of Swifferland, 
the Rhine, and the ocean, became the boundaries of Charles's filultx fup- 
kingdom ; except on the fide of Spain, where he had all frefftd. 
that the emperor poflefled m . But Lewis , king of Bavaria , 
tho’ he fuftered nothing by this partition, was fo much pro- 
voked at it, that he aflcmbled the whole force of his domi- 
nions, in hopes of extending them as far as the Rhine . But 
upon the firft commotion the emperor advanced with a fmall 
army to Mentz , and, upon his approach, the Saxons be- 
gan immediately to arm ; whtch put the dominions ^f the 
king of Bavaria in fuch apparent danger, that, having caufed 
his forces to feparate, he feat to intreat his father’s pardon. 

This infyrreftlon was fcarce extinguifhed before the bifhop 
of Poitims came to inform him, that fome of the lords, and 
the greatelt part of the people in Aquitaine , were extremely 
difeoutented, and looked upon the treatment that the young 
prince Pepin had received as a flagrant aft of injuftice. Upon 
which the emperor appointed an aifembly«at Chalons on the 

* Annales Bert ini ani. # Vita Ludovici Pii. “Nitharj*. 
de diflentionibus filiorum jLudgvici Pii* Vita Valae abbatis. 
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Soane , to which the lords of Aquitaine* w£ re ordered to re- 
pair. Thither he carried the emprefs £iyd her fon Charles , 
and, to the utmoft of his power, hboired to "give general 
fatisfa&ion ; affigning the motives that rnduced him to dif- 
pofe of the kingdom of Aquitaine to hisuon, of whofe edu- 
cation he promifed to take the utmort care; and a/Turing 
them* at the lame time, that he would provide for his grand- 
children n . The majority of the nobility and prelates ac- 
A.D.859. q U j e f cec i . [ )Ut thofe, who had embraced the party of the 
young prince, were not to be moved, either to acknowlcge 
Charles , or to deliver up Pepin to his grandfather. Having 
done, therefore, all that, could be done in this affembly, he 
went to Poitiers , where he kept his Chri/hnas, fully re- 
folved to inarch, with the troops he had about him, into 
Aquitaine in the fpring °. 

The death While he remained there, the feafon being wet and cold, 
of the e/n- he 'became much hidifportd ; and in this fituation, and at the 
entrance of Lent , which it was his curtom to obferve very 
ihidlly, he received the unwelcome news, that his fon, the 
king of JLiVtiriiy was again in arms, that the Saxons and 
Thuruylins had joined him, and that he had already made 
_ . himtlf mailer of the bell pu t of Germany. This obliged 

difeaje and t j lc emperor to turn his arms on that ildc. at a juncture when, 
party y tin ough tlie whole courfc of his life, he had fpent his time in 
g rie J' fading, pia\cr, and ictirement, and when he was alfo in an 
ill flate of health. He left part of his troops to guard his 
wife and fon, and with the reft proceeded, with the utmoft 
expedition, to Aix la Chapelle ; and making but a very 
ftiort (lay there, he palled the Rhine, with an intent to give* 
/LD. 840. h* 1 3 battle But Lewis, finding his troops not to be de- 

pended upon, withdrew into his own dominions, and aban- 
doned all his conquefts. This undoubtedly had given the 
emperor great joy > but there happened unfortunately at this 
time a great eclipfe, in which fhc ftars became* vifible. This 
afftdUd the weak fu partitions old man to fuch a degree, that 
it rendered his malady, which was other wife not very dan- 
gerous, mortal 9 . He caufed himfelf to be cariied into an 
jfland in the Rhine , the air of which he fancied td* be very 
falubrious; there, tormenting himfelf with anxious tflbughts, 
receiving the communion, and fcarce any thing elfe, daily, he 
lingered for fix weeks. When he found there were no hopes 
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of recovery, he Xvitjed his treafures and rich moveables 
amongft his familyk the great churches in his dominions, and 
the poor. He left starown, a feepter, and a very rich fword, 
to Lothairc y by whuli it was alfo fuppofed thaif he left him 
the empire ; but it was upon condition that he performed 
the promife he had made with refpeft to the emprefs and 
her fon r . His brother, the biftiop of Mentz , perceiving 
that he left nothing to his fon Lewis , put him in mind that, 
as a Chriftian, it was his duty to forgive him : to which the 
dying emperor, with fome eagernefs, anfwered, “ I pardon 
him with all my Hfeart ; but tell him from me, that he 
" ought to think ferioufly of obtaining pardon from God 
u alfo, for bringing my grey hairs with forrow to the 
u ground s .” He died the 20th of June 840, in the 72d 
year of his age, and in the 27 th of his reign: his corpfewas 
interred in the church of St. Arnold , at MentZy near that of 
his mother queen Hildegarde 1 (B). 


r Annales Bertinjani. Theo. de geftis Ludovici Pii. 
Adon. Chron. s Vita Ludovici Pii. c THEG.'de geftis 

Ludovici V'M c . xx. Adon. Chron. Vita Ludovici Pii. 


(B) We have obferved in the 
text, that the emperor Lewis 
followed his father’s^ example 
fometimes without confidering 
his motives ; in the main, how- 
ever, it was of great ufe to him, 
and ferved in fome meafure to 
preferve the conilitution (1). 
He courted the favour of bi- 
fliops a little too much, of 
which, however, he had but a 
fmall (hare ; becaufe he (hewed 
himfclf defirons of confining 
their cares to the proper dutfes 
of their function. He fuffered 
his minilters likewife to have 
too great an afcendency over 
him, wtoch vpas probably owing 
to the manner in which he had 
been brought up, but more ?f- 
pecially to his natural modefty 
and mildnefs of temper; for 


his misfortunes were not fo 
much owing to the narrownefs 
of his genius, as to the foftnefs 
and diffidence of his temper (2). 
He did not confider that men, 
who had better underilandings, 
might have worfe intentions, 
than himfelf ; and it fared with 
him as with many other princes, 
the uprightnefs of his own na- 
ture made him fometimes an in* 
ilrument of injuftice, as direct- 
ed by the arts of o^ers. He 
was governed in her lijp-time 
by his firft wife Ermengarde % 
who induced him to aflociate 
Lothaire in the empire, and to 
make Pepin and Lewis kings 
of Aquitaine and Germany : the 
former of thofe princes had, by 
his wife lngelttudey Pi pin, who 
die^ a prifoner in the cal^le of 


( 1 ) Adon. Chron. Tbtg. dt^efln Ludovici Pii , Reginen, Chron, 
dc geflu Ludovici Pii • Jiunon, lib . v* 
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s Lothairc As foon as the news of the emperoV Il'wis’s death reached 
fucceeds as Italy , Lothaire looked upon himfelf a f! his fucceffor in the 
emperor utmoft extent of the word, and*' refoi'/ed to make himfelf 
and ktng ma (t er> if he could, of all his dominions. He was a prince 
pf taly, 0 £ g reat f u ^ t i et y an j a ddrefs ; could wear any appearance, 
Q f s that the date of his affairs required ; haughty in his manner, 
Germa- affdtting great lleadinefs, \yhich he really had not ; and tho’ 
n y 9 an j he laid his plans with much prudence, was nevcrthelefs liable 
Charles to be difconcerted if he met with aqy unexpefted difficulties in 
the bald their execution. He judged his own /iteation to be far fupe- 
as king of rior to that of his brethren, as Lewis of Bavaria had by no 
France, means a great chara&er, and Charles , who was fcarce (even- 
teen, and under the tuition of his mother, could fcarce befaid 
to have any chara&cr at all u. As foon as he had paffed the 
mountains, he feized Worms , and, with ,a very numerous 
army, marched to Franc forty intending to (flip Lewis of Ba- 
varia, before he had fo much as a fulpicion of his intention. 
Here he found his firft mi flake. Lewis , who had always fled 
before his father, appeared at the head of a corps of veteran 
troops, and offered battle to his brother. This difpofed £0- 
thaire to a negotiation ; upon which followed** truce for 
Jthree months He did this, in prder to fee whether he 
might not fucceed more cafily in falling upon Charles , to 

u Annales Bertiniaxi. Vita Ludovic; Pii. w Nitiiard. 
de dilfentionibus filiorum Ludoviu Pii, lib. ii. 

Senlis, Charles, archbifhop of count of Paris ; and Rotrude , 
Mentz, and Bertha , who mar- who died unmarried (4). His 
fried Gerald, count of Berry (3). fecond emprefs Judith was, in 
Of the pofterity of Lewis the the fentiments of a great hifto-\ 
German we treat elfewhere. rian, a very artful coquet, who. 
By this empref? he had alfo by her intrigues, produced moft 
five daughters; Alcalde, who of her hufband’s misfortunes, 
married Jhgon, count of Paris ;« ii} which fhc hWtl her (hare (5). 
Gefile,* who efpoufed Everard , By her he had only one (on 
duke of Frioul, by whom fhe Charles, who fucceedcd him, 
became the mother of Berenger , firft in the realm of France , and 
king of Italy ; Hildegarde, the afterwards in the imperial dig- 
Wife of count Ihierri ; Adelaide , nity, and who, iifhis ttfe-time, 
who, fome writers fay, was firft his father, on the deceafe of his 
jifpoufed to count Conrade, and fdn Pepin , created king of Aqui* 
afterwards to Robert le Fort, taine . 

(1) M. le P . Fane bet. P. Anfelme , Mtz.tr ay. (4) Faucbet. Du 

If lux. LeGettdrt . (5) Vita Ludovici P/;<v Aimon, lib. v. Paul. MmiL 

Jdnnal, Francos . Ub. v. Annul, fyrtin. Fuld. 

' * 



C. 4- <?/ France, tSg 

whom he had fenr ^agents, with affurances that he meant to 
adhere ftri&ly to lvte promifes, but defired at the fame time 
that he would fortftar piefling their nephew Repin, whofe 
pretenfions ought tope examined in an affembly. His views 
in this were, on the |>ne hand, to acquire the reputation of a 
juft and equitable prince with the vulgar, and, on the other, 
to raife a formidable enemy on the back of Charles , white he 
attacked in front*. To facilitate this fchcme, his agents 
were likewife charged to make ufe of perfuafions, money, and 
promifes, in order •tq/divert the nobility from his brother’s 
intereft ; he had alfo his emiffaries about Pepin, who dif- 
fuaded him from going to the affembly at Bourges , to which 
he was invited by Charles and the emprefs dowager, with a 
promife of fafcty and fatisfa&ion. As foon, therefore, a? 

Lot hair e had concluded a truce with Lewis, he marched di- 
reftly, tho’ (lowly, towards Paris, giving foft anfwers to the 
embafladors from Charles, who were fent to put him in mind 
of his promifes and oaths, as well as of his father’s dying ex- 
preflions y. The affairs of Charles were at this time in a 
very critical fituation ; many of the lords in Nenjlria were 
little affedlfid to him, and moft had nothing but their own 
Intereft at heart ; he was far from bejng beloved in Aquitaine, 
where the party of Pepin was daily increafing ; and, to add 
to all thefe misfortunes, the Normans threatened an invafion 
upon the coafts *. 

There was, however, a fmall party for him in Nenjlria, Lothaire 
compofed of the ableft and braveft of the nobility; who, and Pepin 
considering the youth of Charles , and knowing the difpofttion the young* 
of Lothaire perfeftly, determined to prefer the former to the er defeat* 
latter ; and, having fignified their fentiments to him, Charles b. 
came and joined them. All this time Lothaire was advance- “ W1 ^ 
ing, fending his emifTarics on every fide to feek out his pld Qefma- 
friends, and to draw over, by any means* either fuch as were an ^ 
neutral or affafted to his brother’s intereft. He fc*ind many Charles 
of both forts; more efpecially Pepin, the fon of Bernard, the bald* 
king of Italy , Ebbo, the famous archbiffiop of Rheims, who 
had prefided in the affembly which depofed his father, with 
others ^frho had been in his party in his father’s time, who 
had fuRerecT for him then, and hoped to be rewarded now. 

Of the latter fort alfo there were great numbers *. Charles 
was not idle on his fide ; but he had fcarce affembled a fmall 
wny, before he had news, that hj3 competitor Pepin , with 

* Annates Metenfes* * Nithard. de diffentionibua 
filiorum Ludovici Pii, lib. ii. 2 Chron. var. antiq. 2 A don* 
jphron. Nithardw de diffentionibus filiorum Ludovici Pii. 
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a considerable force, befieged Bourges. * J fe did not hefitate 
a moment in marching to the relief oi tlrat place, where his 
mother was in danger of lofing her liberty ; and, having 
beaten Pepm and raifed the ficge, hep returned again into 
Neujiria , but with a fmall force. Lothaire had by this time 
gained nil the country between the Mcvfe and the Seine ; but 
the nobility about Charles , very happily for him, were fo far 
from refenting his leaving them to go to the relief of his 
mother, that they efteemed him for it, allured him he might 
rely upon their fidelity, and advifed him to offer his brother 
battle b . Ke followed their advice f but fighting was not 
the thing that Lothaire aftefted moll; he had a fuperior 
army, and, taking the advantage of this, he offered hard 
terms to his brother ; which, in his prefent circumftances, 
Charles thought fit to accept, upon condition that all things 
fhould be finally fettled in an afTcmbly to be held in the 
month of May , at Aitigni ; that Lothaire fhould make no 
attempts to his prejudice in the mean time; that the trucp 
with the king of Bavaria fhould be prolonged, and that, in 
cafe any of the articles were violated, the treaty fhould be 
void. Lothaire confented to all this, and broke moft of the 
articles as foon as he had made them,^ He difjftrfed a great 
part of his troops along the river Seine ; and, having aug- 
mented the remainder into a confiderable army, endeavoured 
to furprife Lewis, king of Bavaria ; but that prince, whQ 
had never confided in him, was in arm*., and in a condition 
to defend his own territories, provided his own fubjefts re- 
mained faithful r . In the mean time Charles, with a fmall 
corps of troops, palled the Seine, in fpite of all the care 
that Lothaire ' s officers could take, and marched to AttignL 
This relieved Lewi)’, by drawing Lothaire back into France, 
where he might have fought Charles with a fuperior army 5 
but whilft lie endeavoured, tho’ without effect, to corrupt 
and debauch his fofees, Lewis of Bavaria beat the troops he 
had left i*pon the Rhine, pafleft that river, and*marched, with 
A.D.842. great Vapidity, to the relief of his brother Charles . Upon 
the junftion of their forces, Lothaire retired till he was like- 
wife joined by Pepin, who claimed the crown of Aquitaine y 
then, rejecting all the propofitions that were «iad«chim by 
his brothers, he refolved to leave all to the decifion of a 
battle. This was fought in the neighbourhood of Fontenoy , 
on the 2 5th of June, and was one of the moft memorable, as 
well as the moft blood# that the French hiftory records'*. 

* Annales Metcnfcs. c Nithard. de diflentionibu* 
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At length Lothairenxd fcpin were totally defeated, and it is 
faid there fell on the*pot, on both fides, not fewer than one 
hundred thoufand melt e . 

Lewis and Charted like young men, loft in a £reat mea- After a 
fure the fruits of the)r victory, the former returning, with ruinous 
the utmoft diligence, into his own territories, and the latter iwrr, the 
following Pepin into Aquitaine. As for Lothaire, he retired brothers 
to A lx la ChapelJe , and by the help of thofe artificial expe- ma ^ e 
dients, of which he was a great matter, fet on foot a new t eace > aN d 
army, with which h^ odte more entered Ncvjiria ; caufing t9 

it to be given out by hft emiffiirics, that Charles was killed * 

in the battle, and the monarch of Bavaria fo wounded, that . r 4 " 
he could not live. Charles , perceiving his miftake, returned 
into Nijlria , but with fo fmall a force, that he was con- 
ftrained to entrench himfelf on the other fide of the Seine . 

Lot hair c marched fo attack him with a numerous army, and 
found the waters fo low, that he might have done it without 
difficulty. Has irrefolution hindered him, till the river, fwell- 
ing on a fudden, rendered it impracticable. The prelates 
and nobility of Charles' s party cried this up fora miracle, by 
which, in afhort time, his army w r as fo much augmented, that 
he was enabled, without fear of difturbance from Lothaire 9 
to continue his march for Strajhnrgh where he joined the 
army of Bavaria , which his brother Lewis commanded in 
perfon, and there, in the prefence of the prelates, nobility, 
and troops, they fwdtc perpetual concord and amity, and 
pufhed things 10 far as to declare, that, if either of them 
broke this treaty, his fubje&s were abfolved from their alle- 
giance, and at liberty to adhere to the other ; which was at- 
tended with very pernicious conferences in fucceeding times. 

For the prefen t, their union was in itfclf wonderful, and 
produced wonders ; they eat together at the fame table ; 
they flept under the fame roof ; their councils, and even 
their plcafnrcs^ were in common : and ^his harmony dif- 
fufing itfelf thro’ their force?, fhey pufhed the war^vith fuch 
vigour, that Lothaire, his troops deferring daily, retired on 
the other fide of the Rhone, abandoning all Auftrafia and 
part of Burgundy The tw r o princes were very ddirous of 
keepin^whif? they had acquired, but at the fame time had & 
mind to claim ir by fome better title than that of conqueft : in 
order to this they applied themfelves to the bifiiops ; who, 
after making a kind of enquiry into the conduft of Lot/mire, 
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both in his father’s life-time and fi nee, And reckoning up all 
the afts of treafon, cruelty, perfidy, /nd tyranny, of which 
he had beSn guilty; and having *dem*ided of the two kings, 
whether they meant to govern like hiln, or according to the 
laws of God and the land, theyanfwered, that they intended 
to eovern according to law h . Upon which he was declared to 
have forfeited all title to his dominions, and they were flat- 
tered with having a title given them by the declaration of 
Providence in their favour '. Bu)/, notwithftanding ' this, 

Lothaire follicited his brothers to efhfblith peace upon fettled 
and folid terms, and propofed feveral projefts for that pur- 
pofe ; which they rejected. At length they accepted this ; 
that the kingdoms of Italy, Aquitaine, and Bavaria, except 
all the dominions of the deceafed emperor, fliould be divided 
into three equal portions, of which Loth, tire was to take his 
c hoice and his brethren were to have the other two k . In 
confequence of this agreement, forty commiflioners were 
named by each of the three kings, a whole year was fpun out 
in their conferences ; but at length it was fettled, that Charles, 
befides Aquitaine, Ihould have all the country between the 
Loire and the Meuje ; that the reft of Germany fliould be an- 
nexed to Lewis' s kingdom, who from thence was Ailed 
Lewis the German ; and that the titles of emperor' and An- 
gujlus, being left to Lothaire, he Ihould not only retain all 
Italy and the city of Rome, but fliould likewife polfefs the 
whole traft of country lying within the rivers of Rhone, 
Rhine, Saone, Meufe, and Scheld. The whole of what he 
held on this fide the mountains, was, from him, Ailed Lotha- 
ringia, Royaume Lotharienne, that is, the kingdom of Lo- 
thaire, from whence, by corruption, rofe the name of Lor- 
rain, tho’ that is now given to a duchy, which contains 
only’a fmall part of that kingdom 1 ; which, in point of ex- 
tent and fituation, *was very confiderable. 

The dfnprefa Judith died d little before this partition was 
made,*’ Indeed it was high time for thefe kings to put an end 
to quarrels, alike injurious to them all, and which, if they 
bad lafted longer, might have been fatal. The Saracens 
iurprifed Beneventum, and made themfelves makers moll 
part of that fine duchy, while Lothaire was engaged on this 
fide the Alps ; and, pope Gregory being dead, Sergius the 
&cond was elefted, and took pofleflion of the fee of Rome, 

. 
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without taking any rofice of the emperor®; who there- war had 
upon fenthis ion Lewis, with an army, to obtain fatisfa&ion ; brought 
which he did, and theljpop<? crowned him king oP the Lom - ** 
bards . Charles was not lefs perplexed ; Pepin defeated and 
cut to pieces a great corps of troops, the Normans landed at 
the mouth of the Garonne and ruined all the country, the 
duke of Bretagne revolted n . The emperor and the kings of 
France and Germany were now fo well united, that they fent 
deputies to Pepin , to th \Normans 9 and to the Bretons , to 
let them know, that, # if «they attacked any one of the three, 
they would certainly attack them with joint forces. But 
this had little or no effeft, their neighbours being well ap- 
prifed, that there was not any finceie affeftion amongft them, 
and that this pretended amity was purely the efFefts of 
weaknefs °. To fa low a ftate was the French empire fallen, 
fince the demife of Charlemagne . 

Charles, fuffeiing his refentment or falfe notions of Charles, 
policy to prevail, caufed Bernard , duke of Languedoc, who byendea* 
had once made fuch a figure in the court of his father, to be souring to 
arretted ; and, after a year’s confinement, to be put to death, exte »dhis 
which had a Tory bad efFeft ; for his fon IVilliam feized im- 
mediately feveral places of confcquence. He, to revenge his 
father’s death, joined Pepin with all the force he could raife.^/^^ 
The Normans made another defeent, and pillaged Touloufe ; ofrigour % 
the duke of Bretagne was inclined, not only to throw off all ruins hi* 
dependence, but to afluine the title of king. In this per- affairs. 
plexity he was alarmed with the news of a fre/h fleet and 
army of Normans, who entered the mouth of the Seine, 
where they made thcmfclves matters of Rouen ; and, not 
fatisfied with the pillage of that place, marched direftly to 
Paris , which they likewife pillaged ; and were at the point 
of attacking the king, with a fmall army, in an intrenched 
camp at St Denis*. But Charles , by the*advice chiefly of 
the prelates, entered into a negotiation with them, ^tnd, by 
giving them feven hundred weight of filvy;, engaged tfiem 
to retire, and to promile, with reiterated oaths, never to re- 
turn. T<j pacify the troubles of Aquitaine, he yielded the 
beft partrftf that country to his nephew Pepin , who rendered 
him homage, and took an oath of fealty q. Charles now 
found himfelf at leifure to enter Bretagne , which he did with 

■►Annales Bfrtiniani. Adon. Ghron. , n Annjdef 
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the beft army he was able to aflfemble, but had the misfor- 
tune to be twice beaten. This greajf change in affairs was 
chiefly owing to an alteration in the king himfelf. While a 
youth he was very traftable, and jjtook the advice of his 
principal nobility : now he thought himfelf of age to govern, 
and foon gave ipecimens not much to the advantage either 
of his own reputation, or of the happinefs of bis fubjefts. 
He amafled wealth, by opprefling his people ; from paying a 
fuperftitious obedience, he came wholly r to negleft the bifliops. 
Selfifh, defpotic, and wrong-headed, he foon incurred the 
contempt and hatred of his fubjefts; lliewing, by the fla- 
grant errors in his conduft, that the good qualities, by 
which he had been formerly diftinguiihed, were only artifi- 
cial and aflefted r . The prince of the Bretons feeing alfo 
that, neglecting all other enemies, Charles was on the point 
of entering his country with another numerous army, he 
judged it mod expedient for his own fafety, and for fear 
of being over-powered by the Normans , to return to his 
former flotation; and, upon his offer of fubmiflion, peace 
Was very quickly made. Thus, for the prefen t, domedic 
tranquillity was redored in France , where it was exceed- 
ingly wanted, the great towns being decayed, the people 
miferably confumcd, and all the naval edablilhments dwin- 
dled to nothing s . 

The Saracens gave Lothaire ns much didurbance, as the 
Normans had done Charles ; had pillaged the church of St. 
Peter , which was then without the walls of Rome ; had 
beaten the troops fent to oppofe them, and threatened dill 
greater mifehiefs. The Sclavonians had revolted dgainft 
Lewis , king of Germany . The Moorijb pirates were be- 
come almod as troublefome to Charles as the Normans ; and, 
in the midd of tfyefe di (afters, Charles and Lot f mi re were dill 
upon bad terms. Lewis , k^ng of Germany \ prevailed upon 
them both to confent to a n£w interview at Merfen , near 
Maejlricht ; wheYe (having fhewn them that, through their 
quarrels, the French kingdom had loft much of itsluftre; 
that the great lords in their dominions, were fcvery day 
growing more independent ; and that nothing but a drift 
union among themfelves could prevent the ruin of them all) 
they fettled, while together, a kind of conditution, by 
Which things were to be regulated for the future, more efpe- 

' j. » * * 
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dally in regarcTto tfie fucceflion, which even Charlemagne had 
left very loofe; and the rule now eftablilhed w^is, that the 
Children of the reig&ing prince, whether of age or not of 
age, fhould fucceed. to their father's dominions, and owe 
nothing but the refptft, ariiing from the ties of blood, to the 
Other princes of the houfe of Charlemagne l . The Moors A. D. 847 - 
having received a great defeat in Spain , were content to make 
peace France \ and this negotiation was very luckily 
concluded with thjm\when the Normans , making a frefti 
defeent with a great* force, befieged Bourdcaux . Charles 
inarched immediately to its relief; and having taken and funk 
fome of their fhips, compelled thefc barbarous invaders to 
raife the fiege: but he no fooner quitted the country, than 
they returned, and, through the treachery of the Jews, hav- 
ing furprized th^city, pillaged and burnt it u. This proved 
an affair of great confequence to Charles ; for Bourdcaux be- 
longing at this time to Pepin , and the nobility conceiving that 
it was loft through fome negligence of his, revolted, and 
fubmitted themfelves again to Charles , and he was accord- 
ingly crowned and anointed king of Aquitaine, at Orleans . 

Lewis , kinjf of Germany , had enough to do to bridle his 
rebels; and Lothaire was notlefs diftrelfcd by the Saracens ; 
notwithftanding which, he follicitcd his brother Lewis to 
enter into a league with him againft Charles, which he pru- 
dently and peremptorily refufed x . 

Religious difturbances were quickly added to the reft Bre- 
of the diforders that diftrafted France ; and while the king tons rt. 
was employed in holding councils for redreffing thefe, the Wr, and* 
fea coafts of his dominions were ravaged by Moorijh , Greek, from the 
and Norman , pirates. Pepin ftarted out of thofe obfeur tfo uation 
places where, fmee the laft revolution, he had concealed °f a ff a irs> 
iimfelf, and, in a fhort fpace of time, recovered a great part 0 ^& e 
of Aquitaine. Lothaire and Lewis were not at all m^e at their ^ harea 
eafe, infomuch, that it looked as if the barbarous nuticyis had 
Confpired to deftroy the French , as they formerly did the " 
Roman empire *. Charles marched into Aquitaine , and met 
with gieat fuccefs, taking prifoner Charles , the brother of 
PepinP'whOtn he obliged to enter into holy orders. He had 
done ftill more, if Nominoi , duke of Bretagne , had not re- 
volted; and by the affiftance of count Lambert , who had 
formerly made a great figure in the couit of the emperor, 
jLewis rendered himfelf mafter of Rennes , after which he 
• 
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recurred to his old fcheme, and afluiiied the title of king.. 
He held it during his life, stnd tranfmitted it to his fon Herif* 
fee, againft Whom Charles led all t\e forces of his dominions, 
fcarce doubting of fuccefs, fince count Lambert was alfo 
dead ; but he Was miftaken, for the n^v king of Bretagne 
gave him an entire defeat, in which a great number of troops, 
and*not a few of the nobility, perifhed z . Charles retiring 
to Anglers , in order to recruit his forces, Herifpee having 
demanded a fafe conduit, went thijpier likewife, and con- 
cluded a treaty upon very advantageous terms, fince the 
regal honours were conceded to him, together with his con- 
quefts, and nothing referved to Charles , but the honour of 
receiving homage from a king. He had feme amends made 
him for this, by the feizing of Pepin the younger, by a 
prince of the Gafcons , who delivered him * into his hands J 
upon which he caufed him to be immediately fhaved, and 
fent him prifoner to the convent of St. Medard de Soijfons . 
The country which his father left him in Spain was almoft 
intirely loft, either by the revolt of thofe who were intrufted 
with the government of cities and fortrefles, or conquered 
by the Moors ; fo that the king had enemies or^every fide, 
and great difeontent even in his own court a . 

Death of As the inconftancy and mutinous difpofition of the people 
the empr* of Aquitaine had, from the very beginning of his reign, 
ror Lo- given him a great deal of trouble, he re,folved to lay hold of 
thaire, this opportunity to chaflife them; and, in doing this, he 
and the di* carried things fo far, that the greater part of his fubjefts 
nnjion of determined to throw off their allegiance, with which view 
° m ~ they fent deputies, who were likewife to ferve for hoftages, 
vwnzff his to Lewis, king of Germany, befeeching him cither to come 
ekiUrtn. * n perfon and accept the kingdom, or to fend them one of his 
fons ; and the German , forgetting the treaties, confirmed by 
the moft folemn oatfis, that fubfifted betwen them, fent them 
his fon Lei vis, efcorted by a fmalljbody of trocFps b . At this 
junftuve, both thq brothers follicitcd the emperor to join 
with them againft each other; and he, inftigated by the 
feme motives of ambition, made alliances with both, but 
took care to affift neither. In the mean time^n iQcident 
happened, which was not unfavourable to Charles . Pepin 
made his efcape out of the monaftery, and returned into 
Aquitaine , Where moft of the difeontented party joined him, 
and quitted the kipg they had fent for out of Germany, of 

which Charles taking advantage, attacked Lewis, who was 

0 
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at the, fame time attached by Pepirt f who thereupon prudent- 
ly compromifed matters with his uncle, and with his leave 
•returned into Germany c .% Lothaire, whofe ambition, per- 
fidy* and other vices, had been fo prejudicial to the interefts 
of his family, findingahis end draw near, took the habit of a 
monk, that, accordiim to the fuperftition of thofe times, he 
might, by this fecond baptifm as they phrafed it, atone Tor 
all his crimes, and, tflpugh he lived a tyrant, die a faint d . 

In this difguife of a monk which he did not wear quite a week, 
he expired, on the of September , leaving behind him 

three fons, Lewis, Lothaire , and Charles. Lewis, who had A-D.oJS* 
been affociated by* his father in the government, had the 
kingddtn of -Italy, and the title of emperor; Lothaire , the 
bell part of the dominions his father held in France , and 
was fliled king of forraine; the reft, confifting of Provence , 

Dauphine , and part of the kingdom of Burgwidy, fell to 
Charles, who thenceforward was called the king of Provence e . 

One would have imagined there were kings enough in this 
family ; but Charles, whom for the future we muft ftile 
Charles the Bald , though probably that furname was not 
given him inj^is life-time, declared his fon of the fame name, 
thought child, king of Aquitaine \ and the people were fo 
pleafed with it for the prefent, that, the Normans landing 
in their country, they took arms with alacrity, and attacked 
them with fuch vigour and valour, that fcarce three hun- 
dred of them found their way back to their (hips f . 

This fit of loyalty did not laft long, they became more Lewis, 
difcontented than ever, renounced their allegiance to Charles , king of 
recalled Pepin, whofe affairs were fo defperate that he had Gcrma- 
joined with the Normans, and, in conjunction, pillaged the n Y> f u t m 
countries over which he pretended to reign. In a little ^} ant P ^ ts 
time they deferted him, and had recourfe once*more to 
Lewis the German . Charles the Bald had it not in his power ^ r 
to punilh or even to reftrain them. The nobility of France f ume / t fo 
were become fo turbulent, and the bifhogj fo unruly, *hat , crown of 
he knew not how to aft, or in whom to confide. In thcfe France* 
circumftances he demanded the advice of his uncle, by the 
mother’s <ide,^who told him very freely what the malecon- 
tents faifl in vindication of their own conduft; which was,, 
that, at the expence of their blood and fortune, they had 
raifed him td a throne, and that he now behaved to them 
ungratefully, and like a tyrant. Upqp this Qharles addrefled 
his circular letters to the nobility and prelates, reciting what 
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his undie had cold them, and requiring fuch as thought 
themfelves really aggrieved through negligence, mifinforma- 
tion, or otherwife, to appear and (JemonfWate their complaints 
in an open, free, and general aflembly, to be held at Verbe* 
rie, promiling ample retribution and jjftice, as well as obli- 
vion, for every thing pad; but declaring, that all afts of dif- 
otedience fliould be regarded for thi future as rebellion 8. 
In full confidence that this would giver fatisfa&ion, he march- 
ed with aU his forces to befiege a^lrong poft, which the 
Danes had taken, in the very hea$£,of this dominions; and 
while he was thus employed, the malecontents in France, af- 
ter the example of thofe in Aquitaine, invited Lewis of Ger- 
many to come and take pofleffion of the kingdom, which he 
accordingly did, with a formidable army, while Charles , 
abandoned by the greatefl part of his fubjefts, was obliged 
to raife the fiege, and retire into a diftanf part of his domi- 
^D.858. n i° ns h - Lewis, upon this, aflembled the prelates of his 
' party, who declared Charles the Maid fallen from the regal 
dignity for mabadininiltration ; and Ganelon, archbifhop of 
Sens, in virtue of this decree, 1 folemnly crowned Lewis, to 
whom the nobility and bilhops did homage, as king of 
France , notwithstanding the prelates, who (till adhered 
to Charles , had declared all to be excommunicated who 
fhould attempt any fuch thing. The princes of the blood 
alfo acquiefced in this matter ; infomuch that Pepin of Aqui- 
taine, who had been lately reconciled to Charles , and the 
king of Lor rain f who had entered into a clofe alliance with 
him, and in confequence of thefe engagements ferved in his 
army, quitted him, and went to acknowlege Lewis ; though 
this was not more the effe&s of levity than of force l . 
Charles, Amongst thofe who were the moft forward in this enter- 
hy an art- prife, though they did not enter into it at the beginning, were 
ftd contri - Conrad and Wolf,^ the fons of count Conrad, brother to the 
emprefe Judith, and confidently coufin-german to Charles 
“inJdom as t ^ }e <$ald, who, by their extraordinary zeal and affiduity, 
eafih as he 9 u fckly acquiredHtoc confidence of their new mailer. Thefe 
hfi it . lords represented to Lewis , that, being called to the throne by 

the nobility, having the bilhops at his devotion, anti no army 
in the field to oppofe him, it would be proper foF him to 
gratify fuch as had been moll inftrumental in this change, 
and alfo to fend back the troops he had brought with him, 
that he might fix the affe&ions of his new fubjefls, by ap- 
pearing to rely Entirely upon their attachment ; and hinted 
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to him at the fame tinfe, that, when this was done, His com- 
petitor Charles might be prevailed upon, in confideration of 
forae fmdl territory ,» to rtnounce his pretenfioifc k . Lewis 
followed their advice, and then fent them, with full powers, 
to treat with their c|ufin Charles , with whom they had been 
all this while afting in cohcert. They acquainted him that A.D.859J 
Lewis having fent blck his own army,, and diftributecfhis 
treafures amongft thcJfe who had aflilfed him, the only thing 
that Charles had to dV was to march with the forces that 
were ftill about hifh swards his brother Lewis ; and that, 
having both the hopes and fears on his fide, there was little 
reafon to doubt of his fuccefs *. Charles executed their 
fcheme immmediately, and was reftored with as much eafe 
as he had been dethroned ; Lewis , at his approach, finding 
himfelf obliged to retire into his own dominions, and the 
king of Lorrain, who had deferted him, went to compliment * 

Charles at his return m . 

These inteftine difturbances had terrible effefts on the Diflurb- 
general fyftem of affairs. The Normans not only ruined the ances in 
coafts, pillaging fometimes one great town, fometimes an- the king- 
other, but had aftually feated themfelves on the Seine and d° m °f 
on the Somme . Solomon , who had killed duke Heriftee, ^ orra,n > 
poflefled Bretagne , with the title of king; and taking ad- 
vantage of thefe troubles, had not only fettled his government tons “ nt 
fo as not to be eafily Shaken, but had alfo made confiderable 0 j t ^ e Su C hy 
acquifitions. In the midft of. this defolation and diforder, 0 f p rance 
Charles the Bald was bent upon revenging the injury he had to Robert, 
received from his brother Lewis . Their nephew, the king le Fort, 
of Lorrain , interpofed, procured an interview, at which 
himfelf was prefent, and with much difficulty compofed their 
quarrel. In a little time after, he began to entertain fufpi- 
cions of his uncle Charles ; and to fecure himfelf effeftually on 
that fide, facrificed the fertile province df Jljaee to the em- 
peror his brother, with whqjn he made a ftrift alliance. His 
motive to this was equally fcandalous and^injuft n . He had 
married Thcutbcrge, » the filler of count Hubert, againft 
whom, without any caufe, he had taken an inveterate ha- 
tred : h£ wa^ therefore defirous of depriving her of the (hare 
ihe had in his bed and throne, in order to admit to both a 
miftrefs of his, whofe name was l¥alrade % and of whom he 
was paflionately fond. In order to this, he charged his queen 
with the horrid crime of inceft ^th hei; brother Hubert , 
for which he put her to the trial of boiling water, according 
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1 the barbarous cuftom of thofe times; jnd being declared in- 
nocent, he revived the fame accufution, pretending to have 
frefti proofs. Thefe con lifted in the queen’s voluntary con- 
feflion of her guilt, fupported by tfie teftimony of Gonthaire 9 
archbiftiop of Cologne , who was her confeftbr ; but the 
truth of the matter was, that he jthre^ened the queen .into 
thi^confeftion, by putting her in fear o| her life, and brought 
the archbiftiop to aft the fcandalous parf he did, bypromifing 
to marry his niece as foon as the queeft was divorced In 
the management of this affair fever# of the prelates in his. 
A. D. 860. dominions concurred: but, while St* was depending, both 
the queen and duke Hubert her brother made their efcape 
into France , where they were received and protefted by 
Charles the Bald; and it was this that engaged Lothaire to 
purchafe the friendftiip of his brother at fo dear a rate P. 
The infolence of the Bretons at length enraged Charles fo 
• much, that, having procured from his brother Lewis , for 
a fum of money, a body of Saxon horfe, he made an irrup- 
tion into Bretagne; and, having engaged the army of Solo- 
mon t\vo days fncceflively, was at length forced to retreat, 
with the lofs of the beft part of his army : he found means, 
however, to draw over, or rather to retrieve, Robert le Forty 
that is the Stout 9 or the Strong , who commanded Solomon's 
army, efteemed one of the greateft captains of that age, 
upon whom he beftowed the duchy of Franccy comprehend- 
ing the country between the Seine and Loire, by which we 
are to underftand he made him governor of this province, 
with the title of duke We (hall hereafter fee what the 
confequences were of this aft of royal policy and bounty. 7 
Charles - The wrong turn his affairs had taken in Brctagney difa- 
ev gages bled Charles from attacking the Normans with his own troops; 

one body 3/*but what he wanted in force he fupplied by addrefs. He 
^ S0 ™^ T [ S was informed that Wailand , a famous Norman pirare, was 
to aj/jft m returne( j f rom England, and had taken his winter quarters 
* another on °f Soane ut not having *it in his power 

fosafum to e} ^P e l ^ m > he<Jiought it beft to diflemble it, as he like- 
of money* did his pillaging the country of Terouenne. This fa- 
mous free-booter had formerly offered him his fepice, to 
dUlodge his countrymen upon the Seine, for three tfcpufand 
pounds offilver, which propofition the king-rejefted, not 
having the money to give r . He thought proper to renew 
the negotiation at this junftnre ; notwithftanding Wailanfl 
raifed his price, and dtfnanded peremptorily five thoufaftd 
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pounds of ftlver, which the king, with great difficulty 
raifed and gave him. Iij confequence of thisjubfidy, he, 
with a fleet of two hundred and fixty fail, came up the Seine , 
and attacked the Normans in the ifland oiOifelle, who, after 
a long and obftinate Spfiftance, were compelled to capitulate ; 
and having paid fixlhoufand pounds of gold and filver* by 
way of ranfona, had Wave to go" and join thofe who had re- 
duced them a . ThisWroduced a new mifchief, for they ftill 
fhewed no inclination]lo depart ; and the king, infenfible of 
the miferies to which nis fubje&s were expofed, employed 
all his thoughts on the bafe projeft he had formed of defpoil- 
ing his nephew, the king of Provence , a weak and infirm 
prince, of his dominions, in which, however, he failed ; and 
then thought, by denying it, to deceive the world, in which 
he had as little Succefs. At his return, he attempted and 
executed a fcheme he had formed again ft the Normans , 
whom he reduced to fnch diftrefs, that they were forced 
to capitulate, and give him hoftage3 to depart the king- 
dom l . 


*27 
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They executed this treaty but indifferently, fince a great The reft - 
part of them entered into the fervice of the king of Bretagne J e f s 
Upon this Charles , by the advice of count Robert , recalled ™ our 
Wailandy and for fix thoufand pounds in gold engaged 
and his followers to enter into his fervice. Count Robert 
had likewife the goo # d fortune to defeat the Normans , in. the 
fervice of the king of Bretagne , finking twelve of their (hips, lyvexati - 
and putting all who were on board them to the fword. ous to the 
Thefe fucceffes might have put it in the king’s power to have French 
reftored his authority, and his affairs ; but now the troubles monarch. 
in his family began. His daughter Judith had efpoufed 
Ethelwolfy king of the Weft Saxons ; and, after his deceafe, 
to the fcandalof all the Chriftian world, ^he became the wife 
of his eldeft fon Ethelbald ; and he being alfo de^d, Ihe re- 
turned to the court of hei* father, ftill a young wom^p, and 
full of amorous inclinations u . This her upon running . 
away with Baldwin, forrefter of Flandersy with the privity 
of her eldeft brother Lewis . This drew the difpleafure of 
the Ktag toth upon her and the prince, who thereupon 
fled into Bretagne , where he married without his father’s 
confent, in which he was imitated by his brother Cbarles 9 
riling of Aquitaine, tn thefe misfortunes he was not alonfc; 
hi9 brother, Lewis the German , bdtng rather more perplexed gg^ 
by his fon Carlomany^v/ho revolted and fubmitted feveral 
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times w , but not without creating great prejudices to the 
realm of Germany , and the French empire \ 

The affair of the king of Lorfain broke out again with 
frefh violence : he caufed one aflembly of bifhops to be held* 
at Aix la. Chapelle , in which the archbishops of Cologne and 
Trapes prefided; and, having procured their confent, he 
wrote to the pope to approve his mlrriage with Walrade , 
which he took care to folemnize bejpre he received an an- 
fwer The pope Nicholas I. fenfcftwp legates to hold a 
council at Metz , in which this affaif^as to be finally deter- 
mined; and, in their paflage through France, they delivered 
Charles the Bald a letter from the pope, intreating him to 
pardon Baldwin and his daughter, which he did ; and the 
marriage being celebrated, he beftowed upon his fon-in-law 
the county of Flanders Thefe legates liad other letters 
alfo to deliver, which they fupprefled, being corrupted 
by the king of Lorrain . In confequence of this, they 
confirmed ail that had been done in the aflembly at Aix 
la Chapelle , and, in hopes of deceiving the pope, the arch- 
bifhops of Cologne and Treves were fent to make a report to 
him of the whole bufinefs a . He was previoufl^ 'informed by 
Charles the Bald, and was fomuch provoked, that, by a coun- 
cil held at Rome, the council of Metz was declared a wicked 
aflembly, and both the archbiftiops depofed b . Thefe pre- 
lates fled to the emperor, and gave hhh fuch an account of 
the matter, that he went to Rome with a body of troops, 
entered it in a hoftile manner, and kept the pope fhtit up in 
the church of St. Peter forty-eight hours, without meat or 
drink. At length he was fo far pacified as to admit of an 
interview, in which, being informed of the truth, he order- 
ed the two prelates to quit his dominions immediately c. 
About this time died Charles , king of Provence ; and, after 
fome difturbance, ihe emperor aiid the king of Lorrain di- 
vided hifdominions between 'them. Charles the Bald , being 
now Somewhat .ac^afe, obliged the king of Bretagne' to do 
him homage; after which he marched with a great army in- 
to Aquitaine , and compelled his fon Charles to fubmiflion. 
The Normans in the mean time, with Pepin at thefe head, 
penetrated as far as Clermont , in Auvergne , from whence, 
though with fome difficulty, they madc x their retreat to the 
coaft; in which, however, Pepin was taken, and carried to 
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his uncle. As he was in the habit of a Norman , and there 
were fome fufpicions of his having apoftatized, the nobility 
and prelates of Aquitaint made no fcruple of ^condemning 
him to death. His'unde, however, fent him to the caflle of 
Scnlis, where he fpfcnt tjie remainder of his days under a 
gentle confinement d l His fucceflor, Charles , king of Agui* 
taine , being in his mther’s court, involved himfelf in iome 
foolifh quarrel, in wlich receiving a cut over the head, he 
languifhed for fomf tnce, and then died, leaving behind a 
very indifferent repu&flon, and no iffue by the widow he 
married e . 

The Normans , notwithftanding their repeated treaties, Chales 
and the vaft fums of money which they had received, conti- the Bald 
nued to make defcents perpetually in the territories of France , happily 
fometimes in otlfe place, fometimes in another, which gave f et *l es his 
the king inexpreffible trouble. Sometimes he repelled force 
by force ; at others he was conftrained to procure their de - an . f 

parthre, by paying them large (urns of money, which dif- f or 

fered little from tribute, by which the kingdom was at tbeprefint. 
length fo exhaufted, that, having engaged to pay them four 
thoufand pounds in filver, he was compelled to have recourfe 
to a capitation in order to levy it. What was ftill a heavier 
misfortune both to him and to the nation, was the death of 
Robert le Fort , who, with two other generals, fell in an en- 
gagement with the* Danes f . . The, king had married his 
fecond wife, by whom he had feveral children, but they died 
young. He was very defirous to have her publickly crowned, 
from a fuperftitious opinion that the children he might have 
by her afterwards would furvive. This ceremony was ac- 
cordingly performed ; and the king being apprehenfive that 
it might increafe the difeontent ot his eldeft fon, Lewis , 
whofe continual intrigues with the king of Bretagne had 
given him exceflive trouble, he refolved, once for all, to try 
if it was not # poffible to ®on fent both. With tBis view he 
declared Lewis king of Aquitaine , iu jJ yt room of h?s bro- 
ther, with which both the prince and the people were 
equally pleafed, and he confented that the county of Con* 
tentem , fhtfuld be incorporated, and for ever annexed to 
Bretagne g . It had been, happy for him and his fubjeds, . ^ 
if all his defigns had been as juft in their nature, and as for- * 7 
tttnate in their iflue, a* thefe ; for both the kings remained 
perfeftly fatisfied with thefe concefions, and engaged, when- 
ever the circumftanccg of his affairs (hould require it, to 
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fecond him againft his enemies, each of them with a certain 
corps of troops, which was a point of great confequence . tp 
his government, and contributed irot a little to the repofeof 
France h . * , 

The king The cafe of the king of Lorrain wjs by this time be- 
c/'Lor- come of the laft importance. Lotffnire flattered himfelf, that 
rain snakes pope Adrian would treat him with mop tendeinefs than his 
a journey p 4 - e deceflb r had done, notwith (landing the difcoveries that 
%es lT%s ^ ^ een mac ' e ky ( he archhifliops if Cologne and Treves f 
return- being abandoned by the king, ^Jftei 6 all they had done* 

Jiftutea- went to ^ me > anc ^ laid open all that fcene of corruption and 
lout his perjury in which they had been partakers \ It feems in- 
JucceJfton . deed to have been the pope’s intention ; who, having com* 
manded him to put away his miftrefs, to take an oath to have 
nothing more to do do with her, and to qjigage twelve of 
his principal nobility to fupport thr> oath by their own, en- 
couraged him to come to Pome , in ordu to receive abfolu.* 
tion k . This did not, by any means, pleafe his uncle, who, in 
cafe the fentence of excommunication had been pi enounced, 
would infallibly have difpofTcfled him or his dominions: 
and, in order to fettle the method of divifion asnong them- 
felves, the two kings of Germany and France had an imer* 
view at Metz , where the matter was entirely fettled between 
them. This coming to the ears of Lothaire, heightened his 
uneafinefs exceedingly. He applied hiiqfelf, therefore, with 
great afliduity to obtain the good-will of his uncle, Lewis 
the German^ upon whofe word he could better rely than 
upon that of Charles : and after feveral interviews, and lay- 
ing before him the difficulties he was under, he carried his 
point, infomuch that he promifed, not only to make no at- 
tempts upon his dominions in his abfencc, but likewife to 
proteft his fon Hugh , whom he had by Waldrade\ and even 
reftored to him thorcounty of Alface , which he had yielded 
fome yearj, before, and agreed tlyt it fhould be erefted into 
a ducty* in favour of that young prince In confidence 
that his uncle woul&^perform his promife, Lothaire proceeded 
in his voyage to Italy 9 where his brother the emperor de- 
clined feeing him; but he fent his confort to megt hiify, who 
accompanied him to his interview with the pope m . Adrian 
gave him hopes, celebrated mafs in his prefence ; and, when 
they came to communicate, purged faim and the lords who 
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were with him, as to the oath they had formerly taken. 

Lothaire , and the greateft part of his attendants, commu- 
nicated ; though fome, ujton hearing the pope’s exhorta- 
tion, drew back \ Adrian intended to have had the whole 
affair examined over hagai ji by the bifhops of Lorrain and 
Germany , and, ifponltheir report to a council which wa* to 
have been held at R<m\ , to have decided which was the king’s 
lawful fpoufe; for, in\he fecondcaufe before the pope’s le- 
f gates, Lothaire had affirmed, that he had married IValdrade 
before he efpoufed fheiwkerg °. But there was no occafion. 
for thefe proceedings, fince, in his return to his dominions, A.D.869. 
Lothaire died of a fever at Placentia , on the 7 th of Auguft m 
It was generally believed that he was himfelf perjured, and 
that the lords who communicated with him knew it. They 
all died in a very diort fpace, and he did not furvive them a 
full month. By thedemife of this prince, without lawful 
ifTue, the fucceffion to his dominions lay open ; but Charles 
of France , who had ail army ready, to maich, and withal a 
very, ftrong party in Lorrain , entered and took pofleflion 
immediately : and having been folemnly crowned at Metz, 
looked upon ttiis realm as his own, notwithftanding the pope 
interfered in favour of the emperor, who, as the brother of 
the deceafed, feemed to have the beft right; and, notwith- 
{landing, the king of Germany infilled on his claim. But, 
when the latter had prepared to affert it by arms, Charles 
confented to a divifion, which took place in the fucceeding 
year p , by v. hich the flames of war were kept from bieaking 
out. 

It was judged neceflary, in order to this, that the two ^ fr 
kings ftiould have an interview; and with this view Charles 0 f+ art iJ 
went to Herjlal , and Lewis came to Merfen , and from thence/,-^ i e . 
each advanced to a royal palace, at an eaual difiance from tween the 
both places, and, after a month’s time fpent in conferences, kings of 
the bufinefs wa? amicably fefclecf <1. Lewis obtained by this France 
partition, the cities of Cologne , Utrecht^trcfhurg, % naf%l,and Ger- 
Treves , Metz , and their dependencies, with all the coun- many, 
tries between the rivers Ourt and Meufe, together with Aix t0 ™ e ^ l fl m 
la ChapaUe, and moft of the diftrifts between .the Rhine and, Lorrain, 
Mtufe. On the other hand, Charles acquired Lyons, Befan * 
con, Vienne, Tongres , Tout, Verdun, Cambray, Viviers , and 
Ufez, together with Hainhault , Zealand , and Holland \ 

The pope ftill interpofed very warmly, ancf left no method 
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untried to have procured at leaft fomething for the emperor, 
if it had b$en in his power ; bu£ it was to no purpofe, at 
lead with regard to Charles , who* when he found the pontif 
grew very angry, and treated him but very coarfely in his 
letters, laid them afide, without giringOhe pope any anfwer ■. 
HL fon Carloman , whom he had put irto orders, but whom, 
notwithftanding, he had fuffered ty command his forces 
more than once, having no inclinatim to that courfe of life 4 
to which he had been deftined by Mffatfier, left the court l ; 
and putting hinifelf at the head of a^Jody of defperate thieves, 
committed horrid devaluations in the country between the 
Meufe and the Seine, which gave the king great difquiet, and 
the more, becaufe all the promifes of pardon he could make 
were vain, and without effeft u . 

Pope A Irian being mifinformed, or ndt having fagacity 
enough to make a right judgment of aifairs, interpofed in 
this bufmefs alfo For the king, taking advantage of Car - 
Ionian 1 s being in orders, refolved to profecute him by church 
cenfures, but firft procured the bifhops in his dominions to 
excommunicate thofe who had feduced his fonjnto rebellion, 
or who fupported and aflifted him therein ; and Hincmar , 
bifhop of Laon, having refufed to fign the excommunication, 
was alfo proceeded againft in the fame way ; and at length 
Carloman himfelf, who thereupon applied to the pope; and 
he writing in a very rough ftile to Charles , gave him an op- 
portunity of (hewing him in a very contemptible light to 
pofterity. The circumftances of the French monarch were 
very much changed *. In the beginning of his reign he 
courted equally the nobility and the biftiops ; afterwards, be- 
ing abandoned by the former, he cajoled the latter, and it 
was chiefly by the help of their authority that he had 
emerged from hi%troubles : but now his power and his ex- 
perience^being greater, he 4 anfwered the pppe with great 
fpirfc and good fenfe, reproached him for the indecent lan- 
guage he had ufetij» and made him fo fenfible of the rafhnefs 
of his tonduft, that he found it neceflary to pen a recanta- 
tion, which, no doubt, he flattered himlelf would be kept 
a lecret; and with which pofterity being acqudfnted,«is from 
thence enabled to form a right judgment of the piety and 
policy of the court of Rome y . He went farther s from affect- 
ing to diftate to Charles he became his creature ; and, in 
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hopes of raifing his own family, promifed all the affiftance fcyi. 
pofliblc in promoting his delign of afluming the imperial dig- 
nity, and taking poffelfion % pr the kingdom of Italy , in cafe 
of his nephew's demife *. The emprefs, in the mean time, 

Was negotiating on khe fa?ne fubjeft with Lewis, king of 
Germany , and engaged him to make a ceflion, by treaty# of 
that part of the kingL>m of Lorrain which he poffefled, in 
r confideration of the ^pperor’s devolving that title and his 
dominions, by will, either upon him or on one of his fons. 

Adrian , in confequenc£flf this treaty, folemnly crowned the 
emperor as king of Lorrain ; but it is not clear that he ever . 
had the poffellion : and the pope, notwithftanding this cere- ' 

mony, remained firm in the interefts of Charles the Bald to 
the time of his demife, which happened not long after a . 

The realms of Germany and France were equally difturb- Troubles 
ed, by the ambition and felfiftinefs of the fons of Lewis and in Ger. 
Charles , and by the incurfions of the Normans. Lewis had many, 
but three fons, and two of them were in rebellion. Carlo - France, 
man was in arms againft Charles , and againft the peace and an d 
property of his fubjefts, fpoiling, killing, and burning, where- 
ever he earned The different charafters of thefe kings, ap- 
peared from the manner they took to deliver themfelves from Q^man 
thefe misfortunes. Lewis prevailed upon his fons to return 
to court, upon his bare promife that they fhould not be pu- 
niftied; and, having*ftiewn them how little it was their in- 
tereft to aft in the manner they had done, and what good 
effefts would follow from their returning to their duty, and 
living in harmony with each other, he reclaimed them as he 
had done his eldeft fon formerly, and found them ever after, 
both faithful and obedient c . In like manner he compro- 
mifed matters with the Normans , and turned their incurfions 
upon his enemies d . Charles , on the othe^hand, after much 
forbearance and indulgence, abandoned Carloman to the 
juftice due to his fubjefts ; lo that being taken and # con- 
demned to death, he ordered his eyes jtti be put out* and 
then fent him taa prifon, from whence efcaping, he fled to 
his unciv the king of Germany, who gave him proteftion 
and fukfiflenee, and nothing mor^ till, in a Ihort time, death 
delivered him from all his troubles e . In refpeft to the 
Normans , Charles had fo obliged Selqnon, whom he Ailed 
duke, though the pope and other princes treated him as king 
of Bretagne , by fending him a very fleh crtfwn, that he very 

» Adon. Chron. * Con tin. Anast. Biblioth. in Adrian. 
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873. readily concurred in the propofol made him of attacking 
thofc dangerous invaders. This enabled the king to befiege 
them in Anglers, which made adong and obftinate defence ; 
and which certainly had not been taken at laft, but by the 
addrefs of the duke of Bretagne,* wh<| having reduced them 
to^extremity, Charles admitted them jp a capitulation, and, 
for a large fum of money, fnfFered /hem to prefer ve their 
fhips, which the duke would otherw/e havcdeftroyed f . Iii* 
the fucceeding year, this powerfulA'inte, who had governed 
his country with much reputation^and feemed in all refpe&s 
(but the manner in which he acquired it, that is, by the 
murder of his fovereign and relation) to deferve the regal 
dignity, to which he afpired, became himfelf the viftim of 
a confpiracy formed by his own fubjefts, in conjunction with 
fome French lords K . This threw the country of Bretagne 
into dreadful dfflenfions, which it took fome time to appeafe; 
and while thefe troubles continued, the emperor Lewis II. 
died, in the month of Aagufl , without having ifluc male, 
which occafioned a great ftruggle \ 

Charles Lewis, king of Germany, claimed the titlc^pf emperor, as 
the Bald th e elder brother of Charles ; for, in refpeft to the deccafed, 
enters Ita- t ^ e y were unc j es alike. He relied upon the intrigues of the 
ywit *# em p re f s> the good-will of the Greek emperflr Bajil, and had 
deceivin ^ ome h°P es of the pope John VIII L § Charlcs the Bald took 
Carlo . S bis meafures fomewhat better, for he relied chiefly on him- 
man, felf. As foon as he had the news of his nephew's death, he 
marches fent his only fon Lewis into Lor rain , to aflemble an army on 
dire ft ly to the frontiers of that kingdom; and at the fame time he began 
Rome. to march with the forces, that he had long held ready for that 

purpofe, into Italy k . King Lewis fent his fon Charles thi- 
ther, with a fmall body of troops ; and upon the news of 
his brother’s expedition, difpatched his fon Carloman after 
him, wfeh a confiderable reinforcement. Carloman beat the 
French troops that guarded the'paflages, entered Italy , and, 
though his army Was much inferior to his uncle’s, would 
have hazarded a battle. It was a maxim with Charles the 
Bald hot to fight if it might be avoided : he therefore dif- 
patched fome minifters, itf the firft place, to found tfie pope, 
and then propofed to his nephew that both armies fhould re- 
tire, till the difpute could Be amicably fettled between him 
\ and his father *. Carlopian accepted the propofition, and jsx- 
^■Jecuted his part ot it punctually; but Charles, in coHfequencc 

9 ' 
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of his meflage, having jeceived a mefTage from the pope, pre- 
tended he was bound in confdence to comply with it ; and, 
while Carloman was returning into Germany , marched di- 
’ reftly to Rome, where he Vas received with applaufe, and 
on Chrifimas-day received the imperial crown from the hands 
of the jfbntif. This iffaii\was very expenfive, but Charles 
took care that it fhoulS coif him nothing ; for the firfl aft # of 
his imperial power %|s to feize his predeceflor’s treafures, 
and out of them he gratified thofe who had been inflrumental 
^in.this bufinefs m . . 

At the opening or thfi^cceeding year, the emperor fent to The death 
Pavla , and held there an affembly of the flatcs of Lombardy , of Lewis, 
in which he received the homage and oaths of fidelity of all king of 
the prelates and great lords in that kingdom. There was, Germa- 
however, one thing that made him Bill uneafy ; his nephew n /’ divi- 
and predecelTor had left an only daughter in the care of the^ ow °f. ^ IS 
duke of Frioul, and he was very apprehenfive, that fome „Jf t0 *- S t 9 
Greek prince, by efpoufing her, might fef up a title to th " 
kingdom of Italy at leafl ; and, to prevent this, he could tempt of 
think of no better expedient than to advife Bofon , whofe Charles 
filler he had married, to carry away this young princefs, and the Bald, 
efpoufe her by force n . This done, he affedled to be ex- 
ceedingly difpleafed with the ravifher, and to threaten him 
with the fevered: punifliment ; but, as foon as he perceived 
that the a&ion was not fo ill taken as he expe&ed, he dif- 
fered himfelf to be appeafed ; and, that his brother-in-law 
might in fome meafure appear worthy of fo illnflrious con- 
fort, he created him duke of Lombardy , and left him his 
viceroy in Italy In the mean time, Lewis, king of Ger - 
many , had invaded France in his abfence, penetrated as far 
as Champagne , and had committed divers devastations ; bur 
hearing that Charles was returning from Italy with a great 
army, and that the pope was unalterably attached to his in- 
terefl, he retired into his own dominion? ; where he con- 
tinued to make great military pftparadons, tho* at%e fame 
time he did not negleft to make overtures oi accommodation p . 

His new title had a great efreft on the mind of Charles the 
Bald ; he # appeared almoft always in the Greek habit, and 
with tfc enligns of imperial dignity ; treated his fubjefls, 
ecclefiaflics as well as laics, with great haughtinefs ; and, in 
conjunttion with the pope, fought to leflen the authority of 
the prelates in his dominions, tho’ he had more than once 

• * 
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flood indebted to them for the preferfation of his owns. By 
the acceffion of Italy to the reft of his dominions he was 
certainly become more powerful ^han his brother Lewis, yet 
he was very apprehenfive of beihg attacked by th^t prince; 
who was not only an able ftatefman ami a great general* but 
had alfo a ftrong party amongft fee French nobility. How- 
eifer, he was delivered from all thefe fAjjs by the death ofchat 
monarch ; who, of all the defcendams of Charlemagne , r$- 
fembled him moft. His dominions/in purfuance of a par-^„ 
tition made four years before in a yfenerW dyet, were divided 
in the following manner; Carloman had Bavaria, Bohemia , 
Carinthia, Sclavonia, Auftria , and part of Hungary . Fran- 
conia, Saxony, Frijia , Thuringia, the lower Lorrain , toge- 
ther with Cologne, and the cities on the Rhine, fell to Lewis . 
All the country between the Maine and the Alps was the lot 
of Charles . In modern hiftory, Carloman is generally ftiled 
king of Bavaria, Lewis of Germany, and Charles the Grofs , 
or the Fat , of Almain r . The emperor had no fooner intel- 
ligence of this, than, fuppofing that thefe brethren would 
fall out amongft themfelves, he marched with a great army, 
in order to feize that part of Lorrain which heJiad yielded to 
his brother, and which he pretended ought to revert to Mm 
upon his deceafe. The fcheme was well imagined, but the 
emperor found himfelf miftaken ; the brothers lived in per- 
feft unity, and tho* Lewis, king of Germany, fent ambafla- 
dors to intreat his uncle not to attack his dominions, yet he 
palled the Rhine at the fame time with an army to offer 
battle. Charles the Bald had fifty thoufand men, his ne- 
phew was far inferior in number; but having caufed the 
village that was before his camp to be occupied by a great 
body of infantry, who made an obftinate defence, and, when 
they were at laft forced, Charles thought the viftory fecure ; 
but as his forces advanced in much diforder, Lewis attacked 
them in*flank with his cawlrj, and defeated them totally 
A.D.876. witMgreat carnage. This lofs, and the news that the Nor - 
mans were come up the Seine with a numerous fleet, and a 


Charles, 
by the 
fer/uafion 


great body of troops on board, obliged Charles to ttirn his 
eyes on that fide, and to leave his nephews qpiet f . # Thefe 
difappointments affe&ed him fo much, that he fell danger- 
oufly ill, and was, with great difficulty, recovered. 

The pope being at this time befet with enemies, and de- 
pending folely oq the qnperor’s prote&ion, prefled him ve- 
hemently to enter Italy with an army, tho’ he knew he was 
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but juft recovered from a pleurify, which had brought him ofthepope, 
to the very , brink of the grave. Charles, whofe interefts were makes an- 
clofely connected with thofo’of the pontif, yields to hifc in* other ex- 
treaties. But before he left France, he held, in the month of Potion * 
July, ^ptfflembly of the nobility and prelates, to concert the tnt0 *™Y» 
propg^rneafures' for ihe defence of his dominions, and for 
th^ maintenance of Ikheir tranquility in his abfence. 
made choice of his oi\}y fon Lewis for regent, and fixed a 
proper council iftout ISm He gave the command of his 
numerous army toltluk t^Bofon, his emprefs’s brother, abbot 
Hugo, Bernard count o \ Auvergne, and Bernard marquis 
of Languedoc ; when he had done this, he fet out with the 
emprels, who had a moft magnificent equipage, and, with a 
fmall corps of troops, which ought rather to be efteemed an 
efcorte than an army, paffed the Alps, and marched direftly 
towards Rome “. * The pope, to (hew his affeftion, came as 
far as Pavm to meet him ; but they had fcarce conferred 
together before they had news, that Carloman , king of Ba- 
varia, had entered Italy with a very numerous army, claim* 
ing the imperial dignity and the kingdom of Italy , in virtue 
of the late emperor’s will. Upon this the emperor Charles 
repafled the Po, and returned to Tortona , where the pope 
crowned the emprefs. The defign of Charles was to wait 
for his army ; but the four lords, who commanded it, en- 
tered into a confpiracy, and refufed to pafs the Alps ; and on 
this news the emprefs retired to Moriennc , and the pope fled 
to Rome. In the prefent critical juntture of affairs, the em- 
peror judged it moft expedient to return into Trance ; and, 
what is very extraordinary, his nephew Carloman , on a falfe 
rumour that all the French forces had paffed the mountains, 
retired precipitately into his own dominions w . Charles , 
having joined the emprefs at Morienne , felt a return of his 
diftemper, notwithftanding which he presented his retreat ; 
but a Jew ptyfician, whofe name was Zedechia^ having 
given him poifon, he felt Kimlelf fo ill that he was obliged 
to flop at a village called Brios ; where - the emprefs found 
him in a miferable cottage, and where lie breathed his laft, 
on the fittth of OElober , in the fecond year of his empire, 
the thirty-eighth of his reign, and the fifty-fourth of his 
age x . His body was embalmed, with intent to carry it to 
the abby of St . Denis ; but the poifon he had taken cor- 
rupted it in fuch a manner, that they were forced to inter it 
by the way: however his bones were afterwards carried 
• 

1 Fleur Hift. Ecdcfiaft. lib. lii. § 41. u Annal Bertin. 

* SiGpN. de regn. Ita!. l;b, v. , ' m x Capit. Caroli Calvi. 

’ m thither. 



208 Tfc Hifiorf of Franc#. B. XIX. 

thither, or, at teaft, it ii certain, that a tomb erefted to his 
A.D.877. mjemory is extant in that uc^.yent He appointed, by an 
ipftruinent, his only fon his fiugeflbr, and font him by the 
emprefs his crown, his fword, a^id other enfigt?*, as well of 
the imperial as regal dignity, in token of his delii^hat he 
fhould poflefs both L (C). ft a 

* ^ f ^ As 

y A 1 mon, 1 . v. Annal. M^tcnf^ Anr.?l. Bert^ 


(C) In the reign of Charles h<* knew perfedtly well how to 
the Bald , there were many ex- •avail himfelf of fuch advan- 


cellent laws made for the go- 
vernment of the charch and 
Hate ; but he wanted attention, 
and perhaps he wanted autho - 
rity, to carry them thoroughly 
into execution. In his reign 
they began in France to date 
according to that which is 
filled the Chriftian aera. He 
held frequent councils, and 
was prefent in them himfelf ( 1 ). 
Before he became emperor he 
was a zealous defender of the 
epifeopa! rights; he grew af. 
terwards more complaifant to 
the pope, and fuffered his le- 
gates to give law, even in his 
prefence, to the prelates of 
France (2). He compelled them 
alio to acknowlege Anfegife , 
archbilhop of Sens , in quality 
of primate of the Gauls y and 
of Germany ; whid? loft him his 
old femet Hincmar, archbilhop 
of Bheimt , who oppofed this 
ftretch of papal power with 
great vigour and fteadinefs. 
Charles* however, had one great 
point in his favour, the practice 
of tranflat.ons ; that is, remov- 
ing a bilhop from one fee to an- 
other was coming into ufe, and 


tages (3). He became, in the 
latter part of his life a great 
politician, and by a variety of 
methods both railed and fe- 
cured his authori^jr, at the ex- 
pence, however, of being gene- 
rally hated by his fubjefts of all 
ranks. His firft confort was 
Hermentrudc > b^ whom he had 
four fons and one daughter 5 
that princcfs herfelf being the 
daughter of Endes, count of 
Orleans ; of his cldcft fon Lewis 
we lhalJ fpeak hereafter. Charhs 
he declared king of Aquitaine , 
and tho' he died very young, 
yet it was not before he Ihewed 
himfelf undutiful, and in a great 
meafure unworthy of the ho- 
nour conferred upon him. Lo - 
thaire became an abbot. Car - 
loman was forced to receive 
deacon’s orders ; was of a vi- 
cious headlining difpofition, 
and, as we have fhewn in the 
text, gave occafion, by his fre- 
quent rebellions, for his father 
to puniih him with the lofs of 
his fight and ^mprifcnment ; 
but, by the afliftance of two 
monks, made his efcape, blind 
as he was, and died in the do- 


( 1 ) Aortal. Berlin, • Coneil. Goth tom. 5if. ( 2 ) Ofufcul. Hfncmar » 
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As food as Lewis f the fon^yWne deceafed emperor, who, Lewis the 
from an impediment in hre fpeech, had the fiirname of Stammer- 
StammereryJ^ ceived the lews of his death, he left the er fucceeds 
frontieljjffi order to meetlthe emprefs, and the great lords bis father* 
Wh<%*^cie out of Italy « at If. Denis . As he was fenfible °f XJoar 
thelxorbitant power irf tire nobility and clergy, he thought ^1°^ 
to recure the tranquility of his reign, by attaching to his in- tranqui- 
^lereft fuctuas wA&sabo&t his perfon; and therefore he diftri- Uty. by 
touted lands, honof®s, governments, abbies, and other pre- forming 4 
ferments, with a profuflbn that evidently difcovercd his party . 
fear, much more than hi§jjJfe£lion for thofe on whom he be- 
llowed them a . But for cer?hin caufes, with which he was 
acquainted on the road* he turned afide to Compiegtie . The 
emprefs, on her return from Italy i joined with the male- 
contents, who aflefted to make it a crime in Lewis that he 
had g ; ven away fo many polls before he was inaugurated ; 
but the real offence was, that they were afraid of not having 
their fhare : however, after mature deliberation, they held it 
the bell expedient to come in and take what was left h. Ac- 
cordingly' the^empi efs delivered up the inltruicent and the 

Aimon, 1 . v. b Annal. Bertiniani. 

minions of his uncle (4). His phyfician to poifon her huf- 
daughter Judith had ffone of band. By this princefs Charles 
the taireft charafters. She be- had four funs ; but none of them 
came full mother in-law t and furvived him (7). Theemprefs, 
then filter in law, to our fam- feven years after his deceafe, 
ous king^<)W ( 5 . . Afcei wards, caufed the remains of Charles to 
returning to her father's court, be removed, as fome hillorians 
lhe ran away with Baldwin, the fay, to the abbey of St. Denis ; 
foirefter; and being reconciled which we mention, becaufe of 
to the king, by the inteipofi- the reafon ajfigned, that lie was 
tion of the pope,Jic was created ynce abbot there (8). 'fihe popes, 
count of Flanders (6). His fif. in writing to him, lliled Charles 
tond confort was Richilde , the the moll Chriftian king ; which 
filler of count Be fan, a very form they had atfo uied to his 
artful woman, who had a great ancelbr Pepin (9). We are not 
influence over Jiim as long as informed, that the Jew who 
he liven; and, after his de- poifoned him was punilhed ; 
ccale, joined with her brother, which renders it probable that 
and the 1 ell of the malecontents, he was protected by the fa&ion 
tho’ they had procured a Jew by w^jom ne # was employed. 

(4) Annal. Fuld. Aimon , lib. v. (5) Paulus AZfflifiUt de rebus 

grfln Fmncrrum. After. Alenen en. (6) Annal. Bert » Aimtn, lib. v. 

(7) P. A»Hm, (S) Ihjloire de Frunte , tar M, Chalons, (9) Le P. 
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enfigns of royalty, which been committed to her care ; 
and, in the beginning of December, the king was crowned 
by Hincmar , archbifhop of Rakms c . The^p^ppe made as 
great a Hand as he was able in favour of the ne^ing, in 
hopes of having him ele&ed in fie place of his fathk 0 but 
being oppofed by the duke of fyo/etl, and the marqus of 
Tufcany , he abandoned Rome , and went by fea into Frahce* 
He was received there with all poflilfle refpff, a&d, on ttoj 
thirteenth of Auguft, opened a council af \t" rotes, where many 
canons were made in fuppoit o' The epifcopal power ; the 
fir ft of them is too remarkable palled over in filence : 
all fecular powers arc commanded, under pain of excommu- 
nication, to pay bifhops proper refpetts, and all perfons, of 
what dignity foever, arc forbid to fit in their prcfcnce with- 
out their pcrmiifion d . At the requeft of the king, the pope 
crowned him with his own hands; but thofe hiftorians, 
who fay he was now crowned emperor, are certainly mif- 
taken, fince neither in the charter which he granted, or in 
rhe addrefles that were made to him after this time, is he ever 
lb filled c . But the pope abfolutcly refufed to crown his 
confort Adelaide, for realbns that the reader will fee at the 
bottom of the page (D). The truth is, the pope found the 

king’s 
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(D) Lewis had probably an 
education fiiicablc to h is birth ; 
but we do not find him cele- 
brated for his abilities. 'The 
family of Charlemagne dec! ..ed 
apace. Lewis, wmle a \ jung 
man, v.;fc too much under the 
dorrflnion of his pillions, which 
led him not only to counte- 
nance his filler Judith , after Ihe 
had been twice a queen, in run- 
ning away with an adventurer, 
but alfo made a very idle match 
himfelf with Anfgarde , the 
daughter of one co\$nt and the 
widow of another* hut wt*know 
not the names of either; with 
which hia father was fo much 
offended, that he would not be 
reconciled to him till he p...icd 
with her, and, in all probabi- ‘ 


lity, disavowed the marriage; 
which drew into controverfy 
the legality of the births of 
Lewis and Car lam an, who ne- 
vertheless fucceeded him. He 
married a fecond time Adelaide, 
qr Alex , an Englijh lady, the 
filler of Wilfrid, abbot of Fla- 
vigny ; but it is fuppofed that 
An f garde was flill living, when 
the pope? crowned kyig Lewis , 
and refufed to <.=crowru. her, as 
doubting of the validity of their 
marriage ; but, concerning this, 
there is fomewhat more to be 
faid. Both the Fillets, that is, 
John du Fillet, fccretary to the 
parliament of Paris , who wrote 
the Inventory of the kings of 
France, and his brother John du 
F :r *, bifhop of Meaux, who, 
fron* 
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king’s power very much weaktpsrf; and therefore he entered 
into a clofe friendfhip with /luke Bofon, who had married 
HermenigarcLjfiiughtcr to Jhe emperor Lewis the fecond, 
and whl^indutted him bale to Pavia ; in the progrefs of 
whiclI'ixUrney, the pope pejpitted him to ufe his utmoft en- 
deavors to prevent Carnman' s getting pofleflion of t Hfe 
km^Som of Italy . Beipre his departure he fo far gratified 
grfi ynmtipicate fome lords who were in re- 
Hidlfon ; but without any great effeft f . After he was gone, 
the king wrote to hi^touifd^ewis of Germany , alluring him 
of his fincere defire to^ki^raerfeft friendfhip with him and A.D.8ytj 
his brethren ; and, upon reccing affurances of the fame 
kind from him, the two kings hat an interview in the month 
of November , in which they concluded a treaty for their 
mutual benefit ; anti, which rarely happens amongft princes, 
parted as good friends as they met, and perfectly fatisfied of 
the rectitude of each other’s intentions 6. 

It was, amongft other things, ftipulated at this interview, fbe death 
that a general aflembly fhould be held in the month of Fc- °f h-ewis 
hr nary following ; to which Charles and Carloman, as well 
as the king of Germany , were to fend their ambafTadors ; T 
but this was prevented by the rebellion of the marquis of Louis^t 

f Aimon, 1 . v, & Annal. Fuld. Annal. Bertiniani. 


from antient authors, compofed a 
chronicle of the kings of France, 
afiirm, that L tint's was crowned 
emperor by the pope, in which 
they are foil wed by Dupleix , 
Alrzmty, and other hillorians, 
and by us, in the title of this 
fedion, that it may correfpond 
with other hiflori^s of France . 
Yet, as we hinted in the text, ' 
this notion appears to be falfc, 
for the reaions there afligned. 
We will add, that, in a very 
antient cjjrSnicl^ and of the 
greatcll authority, we find fome ■ 
Thing that confirms this , for 
we are told, that two bifhops 
prclc'-ted to the pope, in coun- 
cil, Icifjrs wnrreu by Charles 
tlK B iiK in wh.ch he nomiiyt- 
ed •i 1 ' fon his fi'cccilor, and, by 

wav of invelUture, lent him the 

• • 


fword of St. Peter ; whence they 
inferred, that the kingdom 
mentioned was that of Italy , 
and the fword a mark of the 
imperial dignity. This was fo 
much the more probable, as 
Charles himfclf, tho’ fo fond of 
coronations, >%is never crowned 
kijg of France . But t)^ pope 
paid no regard to this, and ye 
are told the reafon : he likewife 
produced a paper written by 
Charles the Bald , in which he 
promiied him the abbey of St* 
Dents, which he deured Lewis 
to confirm ; and, as the king 
declined this, the pope did not 
think fit to 4o # the other. So 
eaHy, ft ftems, it became a 
maxim at Rome not to do any 
thing for nothing. 

P*S 


Languedoc^ 
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Faineant, Languedoc , who, notwith Acting the excommunication pro- 
leaving nounced againft him by the pipe in the council of Troies , 
his family and the king’s having difpofed If all his pla&^and govern- 
andfub - mcn t 3 to other perfons, not only lfaintained himfeltStjJhe pof- 
J*?* ™ feflion of Languedoc , but made J^cnrfions alfo intoV * ad- 
jatent provinces h . To fuppref? 1 thefe diforders, theming 
inarched with all the forces he couljr draw together, taEfrag 
his route through Burgundy $ but v/hen .Troth ^ 
he felldangeroully ill : hecaufed hjinfek^to be removed from 
thence to Compiegne , where, fin/ing all hopes of recovery 
vain, he committed his fword aifiw-^'T&n to the care of two 
of his counfellors, with inflictions to carry them, without 
A. D. delay, to his foil Lewis *. l 5 e departed this life, April the 
879. 10th, which was Good Friday, after a reiign of about eigh- 
teen months k . He was, beyond doubt, a prince of weak 
parts, and great infirmities. At his demife, he left his do- 
minions in confufion, and for his heirs two fons by his firft 
confort, and his fecond queen Adelaide pregnant, who, fome 
time after his deceafe, was delivered of a fon, baptized by 
the name of Charles . 

An inter- There followed upon the death of Lewis the Stammerer 
regnum on a kind of interregnum, occafioned by the weaknefs of the 
the death government, and the faftions of the great. The deceafed 
cf Lewis king had intrufted the care of his fons to four great lords, 
the Stain- fome of whom had not flicwn themfelves very well affe&ed 
merer, to his father : thefe were duke Bofon , his father’s brother-in- 
andafac* ] aWj a man of great art and abilities, which w r ere all em- 
tlcn t° rmm ployed to gratify the ambition he had of becoming a fove- 
1 ewis the re *g a P l * llce > f econc * was d/ngo, fometimes Ailed the 
German. a bbot Hugo , and fometimes Hugo l Abbe, or Hugo the Abbot . 

’ It feems very clear that he was firfl intended for the church ; 
but, betaking hitfdelf to arms before he had received orders, 
he altei^d his views, and tjirncd that into ajurname, which 
wa» before a njark of dignity' He was an ambitious and 
defigning man, but had more refpefl to his character than 
moft perfons of his rank, being the grandfon of the famous 
Robert Ic Fort , count of France . The third lord \v*s Thierry , 
the king's chamberlain, who was attached to®ihe late king’s 
family, but from views ofintereft; and the fourth, Bernard, 
count f Auvergne f of whom we know nothing particularly K 
Bofon and Thierrf quarrelled about the county of Autun, 
which the former wanted to ferve his purpofes, and which 

• 
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the king had given t<p the lattey Hugo l'Abhe x with fome 
difficulty, reconciled them : i*w«<ne mean time abbot Gojlin , 
who had been^a fayourite^and much intrufted* by Lewis 9 
had formcjJU^nother projcflf and drew into it Conradc , count 
- c °Jfep, 4# and feveral othlr lords. His pretences were the 
tj&Jityof France, and Jhe glory of Charlemagne's family ; 

^the expedient hekpfTcred was to fet afide the children* of 
vis, and to offer the crown to the king of Germany n \ In 

into execution, while the other lords were 

aflembled at Meaui) they had a meeting at Creil, where they 
came to a refolufi&fc po^nvite Lewis of Germany , in the 
name of the nobilit^B^j^lates of France , to become their 
fovereign ; which propoiitiOk he accepted, notwithftanding 
the treaty he had figned anf fworn to the father of the 
princes he was to fet alide. The news of this amazed the 
lords at Meaux, who very profitably had acquiefced under 
it, if Hugo VAbbe had not bethought himfelf of propofmg 
to the king of Germany , who was now in full march for 
France with an army, to yield to him that part of Lorrain 
which had been poftefled by the two laft kings ; which ac- 
quiiition appeared to him fo confiderable, that he readily 
accepted it n . But the abbe Gojlin , and his fadtion, finding 
themfelves abandoned, applied to the queen Lutgarde , a 
woman of boundlefs ambition ; who promifed them her pro- 
tection, and her intereft with the king, to induce him to pay 
no greater regard to^he new treaty than he had done to his 
old one. At this time died Co tirade, king of Bavaria , one 
of the braveft, wifeft, and moft equitable princes of that 
age He left only a natural fon Arnold, to whom he gave 
Carinthia and Tyrol; the reft of his dominions he fhared be- 
tween his brothers, Lewis having Bavaria , and Charles the 
Grofs the kingdom of Italy p . 

The afTemby of Meaux, in the mea§ time,- refolved toLewisaai 
crown both the fons of their 4pceafed king, tho’ he had ex- Carlo- 
plained his intention to iJe that Lewis only fhornd fycceed m an pro* 
him ; but duke Bofon had married his daughter to Carloinan 9 c ^ ime ^ 
and, next to another great defign he had in his head, he was °f 
defirouf of feeing her queen q . This fcheme was managed 
by hit emifl?ries, fo that he appeared to have no hand in it, the 
till it came to the execution. Bofon, in his government of 0 f 
the fou them parts of France, had rendered himfelf very ac- Arles, 
ceptable to the clergy 5 he had aTo a| great intereft with 

m Annales Mctenfes.# Pawl. ASmilius de rebus geftis Fran- 
corum. n Aimon Chron. 0 Annales )- ertinianz. 

F Chron. var. antiq. Pijon de reg% Ital. * AnnaL Metenf. 
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the pope, and had behav^very obligingly to the nobility. 
Three archbiftiops, twenty oftlpps, and a great number of 
counts, afleifibled at the town oft Manic ;.whc^, taking into 
confideration the confufions andtalamUies of they 

judged it expedient to erefr a ne>l kingdom, that re- 

main happy through the fuperior lvifdom and equityV its 
moharch ; which kingdom was tnat of Provence ; and tfcis 
incomparable prince Bo/on , to whom, by a fo lemn in ftrumc, & 
fubfcribed by them all, they offered /he cj/wrT _ ‘ ery^ 
gracioufly, and with many exprefliops ofjS rat itude and hu- 
mility, accepted it\ It appears AiwjJtSeir fubfcriprions, 
that this new kingdom was coir4f**rJ , of the countries now 
ftiled LyonnoiSy Daufikiny, Sav/y, Franche Comte , and part of 
the kingdom of Burgundy , c>f ending on one fide into Lan- 
guedoc y and on the other beyond the lakg. of Geneva y and 
was fometimes called, from its capital, the kingdom of /fries s . 
Thus the two young kings found themfelves defpoiled of 
countries of a vail extent on each fide of the dominions that 
were left them. Hugo, who had now the foie conduct of 
thefe princes, carried them, under an efcorte of a final l 
body of troops, as far as the lake of Geneva , to confer with 
Charles , king of Ahncun and Italy ; who treated them very 
kindly, and promifed them all the affiftance in his power. 
Upon their return they found the king of Germany , with a 
confiderable army, almofl in the hearjr of their own domi- 
nions; tho’, in fomemeafure, forced into it by the follicita- 
tions of his queen, and partly by the importunity of the 
malecontents, who were not able to perform near fo much 
as they promifed ; and therefore the king willingly lillened to 
the propofal of an interview, where all things were amicably 
fettled, and a congrefs appointed in the month of JunCy at 
Gondreville on the Meufc , at which all the defendants from 
Charlemagne were afliit l . Charles came thither on pur- 
pofe front- Italy, Lewis and ffar[oman were Jikewife there, 
and the king of Germany fent deputies, being himfelf indif- 
pofed. There the two young kings made a folemn refigna- 
tion of their rights to Lorrain and the kingdom of Italy , in 
confequence of which the other two monarghs promifed 
them affiftance againft ail their enemies ; and the king of 
Germany actually furniflied them with an army to difpollefs 
HugOy the baftard of Lothaire , who had feized feveral ftrong 
places in Lorrain. %t FTh\^ done, they marched through Bur- 
gundy to the territories of Bofon , where the army wa$ 

• 
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joined by a reinforcement, under tae command of Charles le 
Grofsy who directed the Macon in perfan ; and, 

after having reduced, k, fornaed that of Vienne , in.which was 
Herminqar^nhc ccjrfibrt <jf Bo fin, whofe prefence engaged 

the oafewon to maky^an fcbftinate defence. Charles was 
i lL „ _l J o _..i r'L a 

hag 


2 U 


A.D.880. 


ho leave the army 
een fixed upon for cf 
kings were, ik) 
pho Wtf3*\#iled 1 
Normans , and Car/ 
fore the place to < 

The great merits 


go to Rome, where Chriftmas-day 
wning him emperor, ajid the two 


long after, obliged to feparate; 

(png of France , marching againft the 
king of Aquitaine, remaining bc- 
\ the fiege u . 

Vo kings confided in their cordial The death 
affe&ion for each other, ancfcjwhich manifeftly appeared in ^Lewis, 
the forrow they exprefled at parting. Lewis gave the Nor- as f ome 
mans battle at a place called SeSvur ; was fo fortunate as y 

defeat them, and to kill near nine \oufand of their men w . It 
is, however, certain, that he did not profecute this viftory ; croewn 0 f 
for which he is much blamed by fome, tho’ others fay, that France 
his forces were fo much weakened by that engagement, that devolves 
he durft not run the hazard of another *. The Normans, on Carlo- 
finding themffclves at liberty, and having great advantages man. 
from their .manner of making war, with horfe and foot, and 
a fleet attending them, ruined all the frontiers of his and tho 
German kingdom, burning towns, villages, caftles, and pa- 
laces, wherever they came ; and, what did not a little aug- 
ment the confufion, 'was the death of Lewis , king of Ger- 
many, without iflue : upon which the inhabitants of Lorrain 
offered their crown to Lewis of France , who. declined it, 
either through political motives, or, as himfelf affirmed, out 
of refpett to the late treaty Y . Carloman continued all this 
time before Vienne, having changed his fiege into a blockade. 

Lewis , tho' he refpetted the right of Cha> les le Grofs to the 
kingdom of Lorrain, yet he generoufty contributed to its de- 
fence againft the Normans, bp fending a good^body of 
troops to their afliftance. Immediately after he had made # this. 
detachment, he received a ftrenuous invitation from the duke 
of Bretagne to join him with his army, in order tcuift againft 
another body of Normans , with which he immediately com- 
plied ;*but h? had not advanced farther than Tours before 
he felt himfelf fo much indifpofed, that he direfted thofe who 


■ Annales Metenf. Paul. jEmil, de re^s geftis Francorum. 
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thereabout him to conViv him to the abbey of St. Denis ; 
whefe he died, in the i^jth of Augujt , in the twenty- 
fecond yea|j of his age *. His&ftions fhew him to have been 
a brave and equitable prince :Home '^riter^ ^indeed, fay, 
that he was very debauched, a^d tfolt his exceifA proved 
A.D.882. fatal to him ; but it may be they Received this accoulV • pom 
fome of the great lords, who weiT’ ven? ftrongly fufpedH •[ of 
poifoning him, as they did his fathej ; fo that, probably*-^ 
he had been lefs aftive, he might ha ;< e 4 

Carlo- The nobility of France went imf:e^irt^ely to fiiluteC^r/o- 
man is m&n as their fovereign, and to afiSJ of their fidelity. 

killed ac- He was ftill before Vienne ; but, /jju^./requeft, he left the 
cid rt.Jh command of the blockade to f*me of his chief officers, and 
whit' went to put himfelf at the he/t of the forces, which his bra- 
, : ier had levied to aft agai : *lt the Normans y whom he de- 
ivhich f c ruvd r w\?e ; but, at length, he was obliged to compound 
n,! & s . \vith<!.:v Uir ironey, finding their fbeugrh to be greater 
chiefs tip C ^ an ail . v ' conicl r»rpoil io them b . The price at 

^Fiance. u'frich he purcivdej r..\nc\\iiV ' , or rather a refpire of their 
depiedations, was r v/e!ve T lv>i:»and pounds of fine filver. 
To balance this he had the fatisfaftion of feeing Vienne fur- 
rendered, by capitulation, after a fiege of near 'thirty months, 
Hermingard being permitted to retire to Autiin c . Charles le 
Grofs, who carnc out of Italy into Germany , with an intent 
to expell or to exterminate the Normans , who had in the 
fame manner wafted his territoi ies, hah the like misfortunes 
as Car toman ; for difeafes prevailing in his army, which was 
very numerous, he thought it bell to treat with them ; which 
he did, and granted one of their chiefs a fettiement in his 
country of Frife, upon his becoming a Chrillian d . Charles 
and Car toman lived in perieft harmony, and afted jointly 
againft thofe who were enemies to cither of them ; but the 
young king of France found himfelf not a little embarraffed 
by the difobedient and refraftory behaviour <pf fome of hist 
nobility ; w who, knowing too well that he was unable tore- 
ward them to their wifh, or to punifli them as they deferved, 
refpefted his commands no farther than they appeared con? 
fiftent with their own interefts e . In time, perhaps, tie might 
have brought his affairs into a better fituatioif ; but,* being 
one day hunting, one of his domeftic, throwing a javelin at 

* Annal. BERTiN.JAnnal. Fuld. Regin. Chron. a Chron. 
yar. ant. b Annal. FuM. Chron. Norm. c Regin.. Chron. 
Sigon. dc regn. Ital. d Annal. Fuld. Regin. Chron. Paul. 

mil. de rebus geftis Francorum. e Annales Bertxniani^ 
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a boar, pounded him^n the thiebr of which he died in fev^nt 
days f . Some fay he was weeded by the boar ; but we are 
told by an arnjant w.tiier, rciat this ftory was only given out 
by the king^nmfel tfagpr|ven t his domeftic’s fuffering for 
an in^untary fault yAvhfh adds very much to this young 
-pri§V's charafter. JHe (xceafed on the 6th of September , 

\vitn he had juft \nterfd the fixth year of his reigfh 8 . 

was contrafted at ikaft, if not married, to the daughter 
not It is ifot very clear whether that marriage 

was confummatedJ^buVit is very certain that he died with- 
out ifliie ; fo tha^i^Jt^vn ought to have defeended to his 
brother Charles , thoSTflrat five years of age ; and there 
wanted not fome who pretexted, that his right was prior to 
that of his two brothers ; iwaereas fome again make it a 
doubt whether l^e had any rigl\at all h . 

The family of Charlemagne hid been long declining; the An inter - 
nobility of France were anxious about their own fafety ,regnum 9 
which was very natural and very allowable ; and this made which 
them very wary in the difpofal of the government Hugo en ^ s j n 
V Abbe , who had been hitherto the firm proteftor of the ca ^ in Z 
children of Leys is the Stammerer , exerted himfelf ftrenuoufly ^h^les 
in favour of the infant Charles ; but it was to no purpofe, the Gr0 £ 
the major part of them being devoted to the emperor k . At t0 t ^ e 
this diftance of time their conduct: appeared ftrange, fincc throne. 
under a minority it fliould feem they might have aggrandifed 
themfelves more eahly than under a prince advanced in 
years, and who was already very potent ; but very probably 
they dreaded the advancement of Hugo to the regency, who 
in that cafe would have exerted regal power in fupport of 
his pupil 1 . The pretences by which they covered their 
choice were, that the emperor Charles , when declared king 
of France, would have dominions nearly equal in extent to 
thofe of Charlemagne m ; without confidiring, that a great 
empire is a gneat weight, # and that a prince, wh© may be 
able to conduft his affairs while reftrainetf within a certain 
compafs, may notwithftanding prove very unfit for direfting 
a government of much greater extent ; and of this they were 
convince! by experience; for Charles had governed the 
qountfies left him by his father without any vifible defett of 
judgment, had raifed himfelf to the imperial dignity, and 

f Annal. Fuld. Chron. Norm. Pal^ JEmu*. de rebus 
geftis Francorum. g Annal. Fuld. h Annales Metenf. 
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had Ihewn, on feveral ortrafions, that he wanted not cou- 
rage or conduft, and on otiur^, that he was a prince of 3 
mild difpofition, and had a &reat xegarduto juftice and 
equity \ It was no wonder, thau.ihe French 
promifed themfelves much happinlfs utyler this reigfty^r that 
they Ihould be difappointed °, Ijice t|ie genius of (Xfirlcs 
wa$ of fuch a kind, as, inftead of t‘nlar4‘mg itfelf to theH <ie 
of that empire to which he gradually attained, it was 1|\ 
deed opprellcd, and contracted itfelf/in fuel* jruwnR^r,. :hat r 
at length his incapacity became too \kiihltito be difputed p . 

At bis Jirft The emperor was not long in djfC’tjvf^i g the fault he had 

entrance on committed in granting an eftabltfpM£^ to the Normans in 
the go* Friezland ; for their king Godfiffil' who had married the na- 
<ucrnvynt t tura i d ail ght er of Lothaire , ptrfifted Hill in his intrigues in 
on a '^r f avour °f her brother Hugojfwho had made many attempts 
witbtle on kingdom of LorrainO The Normans It ill continued to 
Nor- harrafs France ; and therefore, when the emperor faw that 
mans. this king of Friezland was bent upon a war, he liftened to 
the advice of Henry , duke or governor of Saxony , eftcemed 
the ableft man in his fcrvice, and gave him full power to aft 
in this matter, in the manner molt advantagequs to his go- 
vernment q. Henry , upon this, entered into a negotiation 
with the monarch of Friezland ; and, in one of their con- 
ferences, encouraged a nobleman, whom he had injured, to 
cleave his fcull with a battle-axe. Soon after this, the baftard 
Hugo , having been drawn by fair promifes into the hands of 
the emperor’s minifters, they caufed his eyes to be put out, 
and Ihut him up afterwards as a monk in the abbey of Prum , 
in the foreft of Arden r . Thefe bold ftrokes ought to have 
been fuftained by a like conduft throughout ; but that was 
beyond the abilities of this prince. The Normans under- 
ftood this perfectly, and, under pretence of revenging the 
death of their king^Godfrey, came up the river Seine with a 
A.D.885. fleet of fe$en hundred fail ; apd, having takeqi feveral places 
in thq, neighbourhood, attempted *0 furprife Paris ; but thro* 
the prudence of the bifliop GoJlin> and Ernies, who com- 
manded in the place, they were difappointed ; which fo en- 
raged them, that, after having blocked up the place fcr fome 
time, they determined to undertake a regular lifge; tlfough, 
in thefe kind of military operations, they were far from being 
able, and had feldom been fuccefsful \ 
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The city of Paris * thus befiegpd, confifled only of thzi /sT^ 
part of the place now fo calk^f^vhich is exprefly and pa f- with a 
ticularly ftiledL^he ci*fl_ bylt entirely on an ifknd in th 1* fleet and 
Seine , ov^r *roich W'qfJljrffl ges on both fides, the heads of ar **y &* m m 
which Mere well-fortified, It leaft for thofc times'. The^ r ^* r ”* 
arm|df the Normansjconptied of about thirty thoufand men ; a f£ at € fff e 
thy were commanded by Sigefroy, who was fierce and crifbl, y* ct 
not at all deficienAin the talents then thought requifitc j aTl( { au j 
a genital. “He fomefcmes foothed, and fometimes threa- water- 
tened, but was vie. He ravaged all the adjacent 

country, not only\^^p(k booty, but to hinder the befieged 
from receiving any pSvJ^jns. He employed all the ma- 
chines that in this age were^to ufe to batter the w ills, and 
open a pafTage to his troops : lie caufed feveral affaults to be 
given with great fury, but ii^ain u . Hugo l' Abb then 
count of Paris , gave his advice all things, and directed 
the manner of the defence. Eudcs commanded the troops, 
and by his example encouraged them to behave gallantly on 
all occafions. The bifhop went from place to place, exhort- 
ing and confoling the inhabitants ; his nephew Ebbon be- 
haved very bravely on all occafions : but, notwithstand- 
ing all this, things funk at laft fo low, that Eudcs was fent 
to the emperor to follicit relief w . Upon this, Henry , duke 
of Saxony , was fent with an army, which, rho* not ftrong 
enough to drive the Normans from before it, enabled him to A.D.S86* 
enter the place, and carry with him confiderable fuccours x . 

He afterwards augmented his army, and made an attempt to 
attack the Normans in their line; but behaving in this with 
a little too much fpirit, or rather wich too little prudence, his 
horfe and himfelf fell into a ditch, covered with draw upon • 
hurdles, where he was prefently murdered. Upon which 
his army difbanded, and Paris was left more expofed, and 
in a worfc condition, than ever y . % 

In the courfoof this fieg^ ttys bifhop Co/Jin deputed this TJ :e empe - 
life ; as did alfo Hugo V Abbe, who was fucqpcdcd in the.title ror goes in 
of count of Paris , or rather count of the ille of France , by te'jcn to 
his nephew Eudcs , who continued to make an admirable de* * ts rr l* f f* 
fence, tht>* the Normans exerted all the arts of fraud and an * ma ^ cs 
force 1 8 carry ^heir point, and^rere fometimes very near it z . 

At length, the emperor Charles was exceedingly preired on ^ ormans. 
all fides to deliver a city of fuch confeaucnce out of the 
hands of thefe barbarians, who wejjc oA^rwife bent upon 

* P. Daniel. MezeiAy. M. Chalons. ■ Abbon, 
w Chronicon Norman. * Regimcn. Chron, X Aiwortf'* 4 
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lbrtifylng it, and converting it into the capital of that prin- 
cipality which they were l<£w*jer to raife in France . With 
this view he afiembled, throughtthej^jple wtcnt of his do- 
minions, a prodigious army, wish ^^©efl paw. of which 
he advanced out of Germany, to fshe relief of Paris f^rppcar- 
ed with his whole army under arrnn on the mountain of tf/ont- 
mfirt , fully perfuaded that, at thetfigh/i of his ftandards^he 
Normans would retire with precip cation a . He quitgdj 
found his miftake ; they continued intheir works, and iliewcA 
not the finalleft difpofition of raiflTi^* the fiege. The em- 
peror upon this changed his meaftv^g-gan a negotiation 
with them, and, by a pecuniarg^adCfce, induced them to 
promife they would withdraw jfieir troops and their ve/Tels b . 
This was in the month of November ; and as he was not 
o able to colleft the money bofere the fpring, heconfented they 
A.D.8&7. take winter quarters in Burgundy , in which country 

the people had not, as yet, acknowleged his authority. 
They had fome difficulty to open a pafiage thither; for the 
Parifians abfolutely refufed to permit their vefiels to fail un- 
der their bridges c . In this /filiation the Normans found 
thcmfelves obliged to carry their vefiels overland, and launch 
them again upen the Seine, at a certain diftance above Paris ; 
which, when they had done, they proceeded into Burgundy , 
laid wafte and defiroyed the country on every fide, and 
amafied, exclufive of the ranfom they were to receive, an 
immenfe booty in cattle and valuable effects, as well as in 
money, to the amazement of the whole French nation 
f heuvfor - This ignominious treaty ruined the reputation of the 

t unate $m emperor, which was much declined before. He returned 
Shades * nt0 ^ erman y indifpofed as to his health, and diftra&ed in 
j r . x his mind. He had no minifters in whom he could confide ; 
one* in “ * or did not e ^^ er l° ve or f ear him. He had fufpi- 
mind,body, c * 10ils m his mind-'ibout the chaftity of his emprefs Rachael , 
mdlflatc. and this-as to Ludard , bifhop of Verceil , the? only perfon of 
weight or authority fiill remaining in his fervice, and in this 
fit of ill humour, he forbid him his court, and confined the 
emprefs c . The latter kept no meafures; flic infifted upon 
being admitted to her purgation, affirming, that {he was 
not only innocent with refpeft to that prelate, anti every 
other man, but alfo that fhe was untouched by the emperor 
himfelf, and a pure virgin, in fupport of which fhe was ready 
to undergo any th^t fliould be affigned her. The em- 

y* * Abbon. Monach. b Aim6n, lib. v. * Regi- 
' Hon. Chronicon. Paul JEmil* < Chron. var. antiq. 

e Aimon. lib, v. * « « 


peror 
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peror had appointed a diet, as tfcj^lafl refource for fettling Us 
affairs; but, Ming fick at Jtribar, which is a place between 
Mentz and fpppihevffi it ifery quickly appeared*that his fa- 
culties were quite gerri*. I In fuch a fituation, it might na- 
tui|iUy be expelled/ that sCharles would arife, and that the 
griit lords of the ccjurt v/ould be more attentive to their own 
*Jfrticular interefts than to the mifer’able ftate of their lan- 
Iguifhing prince; butjone would fcarce imagine that they 
fhould be fo far lo^f companion. and decency, as well as 
duty, as to forgd^lfat |je was living and in diftrefs ; and yet 
it fo fell out, beingl^ al^ofotely abandoned, that he would 
not have had bread toVity^or a fervant to attend him in his 
ficknefs, if it had not been fit the archbifhop of Mentz, who, 
on a principle of charity, gfcnerofity, and duty, fupplied 
all*. • \ 

ArnoLd, the natural fon of Varloman, king of Bavaria, Drferted 
upon the depofition of Charier, fucceedcd him in the imp ^anddecre- 
rial dignity, and to his diferetioh he was left for a futfift- t 1 ^ * s 
ence, during the remaining part of his miferable life; 2cadf oun * to 
the allowance, at length given him, was proportioned to th 
neceffity he Was in, and not at all to the dignity he had pof-y£^ 
fefTed, confifting only in the revenues of three or four vd- enemies, 
lages. It is true he made fomc efforts to recover fuch of the and dies in 
nobility as owed their grandeur to his favour, in hopes that, this di* 
by their affiftance, he might have rifen again into fome At* ft refs. 
gree of fplendor, more efpecially as no public ftep had been 
taken to his prejudice in France : but finding it to no pur- 
pofc, and feeing himfelf fcarce the objeft of jealoufy to thofe 
who were fl niggling for and Seizing his dominions on every 
fideV he feems to have reconciled himfelf to his fate, dying 
itt the condition of a private man, on the 14th of January , 
in 'the year of our Ldrd 888 h (E). 


He was certainly a 
' prince 


f Annales Metenf. 
lib. v. Recxnon. Chron. 


Annal. Fuldenf. 


h Aimon. 


(E) hi fpeakingof Lewis the 
Germft ?i in tRetext, we have 
fhcvvn that ’ this prince, the 
youngell of his Tons, was not 
exempt from the foolifh ambi- 
tion of that age; bat was, at 
fometimes, in arms againtl his 
father. But whether Rt arofe 
from penitence, from a melan- 
choly conftitucion, or fro*n fome 
grievous malady, fo/fwas ? 


that in his youth he fanfied 
he faw the devil, and that he 
was pofTeffed by him, having, 
indeed, very grievous convuU 
fions, fo that fix ftrong men 
ha^ ado to hold him. 

It is from hence conje&uredf 
that he was never thoroughly 
cured of this difeafe ; but that 
the* indifpolition, with which 
he was from lime to time af- 
fii&ed. 
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pi^ce as free from vices, afe^as fincerely religious, as any 
of that age; but wanting geniuf'ind application, and being 
rather inclined to the pleafures ofVtfhaK/ than^to the fplen- 

fli&ed, were the relicks of this Hify-gariL abbefs of Zuri k h, 
difordcr. He was learned for who^was (very forward in ;d- 
thofe times, and very religious, vifing thy^ lords about him n> 
being much given to failing and leave htfn, and to join Arnold 
prayer, which left him too much who h*5 taken the title of king 
m the hands of his minifter. of Gerfya/w v*nd to whom the 
By his firit confort, with whofe empqiv^* his natural fon, 
name we are not acquainted, to the bed terms for 

he had a ion, who died young. ne could. He continued 
He had alio a natural ion, whofe LI thb time in a weak and 

name was Bernard , and for > 'languifhing condition j but 
whom he had a great affe&iony whether he died of his malady. 
The notion which fome ha vt or of defpair, is very uncertain ; 

that he was not king in his own fince fome writers intimate that, 
right, but only, regent to his both caufes ailing too flowly* 
coufin Char lei the Simple , the in the opinions of thofe who 
podhumoui fon of Lewis the wifhed to fee him removed. 
Stammerer; does not feem to be his death was haftened by a 
very well founded, fince in the dofe of poifon ; 5 prallice but 
public inftrument* of this mon- too frequent in that age, as his 
arch, that are dill remaining, competitor experienced in his 
he lliles himfelf Rex Francorum turn. It does not appear, in 
ei Roman of, am : but that he was this whqle affair, that pope 
very ill obeyed, and but very Stephen , whom fome reckon the 
little edeemed, by the French, fifth, and others the fixth, of 
teems to be true. Yet it does that name, interpofed in this 
not appear, that the French behalf, tho’ few of the Roman 
lords had an; hand in deferting pontifs have been abler ftatef- 
©r dethroning him, which was men, or had greater credit : 
chiefly owing to his being at- but the intrigues that were 
tacked, in his return to Gtr- carrying on in Italy, and his 
many, by a violent pain in his connexion with fome of the 
head, lor^vhich he fuffered u principal authors, occupied all 
fuch iqcifions as are fuppofed his attention, and prevented 
to have aflt&ed his underiland- his cxpotlulating with thofe 
ing. r l he intrigues of the who quitted the part of the 
women aifo had fome (bare in emperor, becaufe his, fiiends 
this bufjnets. The widow of were to be enticl.cd * wi:h 
B Juk who had afl'umed tne that monarch’s Ipoils. In 
title of king of Atles* prefled ti e end, however, hr me paid 
him exceedingly to adopt her verv dear for thi? kind of t im- 
fon Lewis, as bei^on^the ming policy, and had caufe 
mother's fide directly <lefcended fufheient to regjet the protec- 
from Charlemagne with which tion th*: had been ever atlerded 
be complied: and it ma» be them by the family of CharU - 
this gave offence to his fifier magne^ 

“ 1 did 
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did enjoyments of a court, he fjirfered himfelf to be guidejl 
by fuch of his minifters as near him, and to be impofedt 
on by the icpraentnL'iwns governors, and other officers, 
at a diftance ; fo that he Jad never any right apprehenfion 
of the ftate of hi9 dpminiins His death threw the king- 
dom 6f France*, intofa ge/ieral con fter nation, as they were 
ftitt harrafled by the Normans, opprefled by a kind of inac- 
J^pendant nobility, whotracked their tenants to gratify their 
avarice and ambition^ anty without any form of government, or 
fo much as the ajriWrai^e of it, to which they might refort 
for proteftion agaYvi^pr&gn invaders or domeflic tyrants. 

It is true they had fliir ih^pofthuinous child of Lewis the 
Stammerer amongft them ; and many affirm that they con- 
fidered him as the lawful heir qf the crown, and Charles the 
Crofs only as his«tutor or protecSgr j but of this there is no 
diftinCt or uncontroverted proof. On the contrary, it is 
very plain that the titles of Lewis and Carloman had been 
called in queftion, as they had been no better than baflards, 
becaufe their mother was repudiated ; and, notwithflanding 
this, the title of their younger brother was alfo queftioned, 
upon a fuppofmon that, if the marriage of their mother was 
valid, then the mother of Charles was but a concubine, and 
himfelf a baflard k . Had he been of age, however, and in 
any degree capable either of conducing a party or an army, 
thefe objections had been quickly filenced : as it was, the 
nation could not be without a king, and therefore the nobi 
lity thought it both their intereft and their duty to choofe 
one, as we fliall fee in the next fedtion. 

1 Reginon. Chron. Paul A£mil. k Aimon, lib. v. 


SECT. V. s 

The Reigns of Eudes, •Charles the Simple* Raoul, 

Lewis IV. furnamed the Stranger, Lothaire, and 
Lewis V. in whom ended the Race of Charlemagne* 

*"pHE crown of France was an objeft of fuch importance, Eudes, 
as to occupy the thoughts of a great variety of pre* °f 
tenders, who laboured to recommend tjiemfelves by very 15 
plaufiblc claims, at the fame time they Jtere preparing to 0 f 
fupport them by force. Guy, duke of Spoleto, and Berenger, p rance , 
duke of Frioul, flood both in the fourth degree of defeent a nd 
from Charlemagne ; the one fpringing from a daughter of: crowned 
Lewis the Debonnaire , atyi the, other from the daughter of during the 

* king 
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minority o/ltmg Pepin a . Labis, theV{bn of i?g/0w, talked likewife of a 
Charles kjfod 0 f right, his mother bein§Vhe daughter of the emperor 
the Sim- wis II. alld himfelf adopted b y&hasles the%ild. He was, 

£ e * however, a child, and his pr^enlions therefore of little 

weight; yet in procefs of time, by the recommendation of 
the pope, he was chofen king oljj Arl\ % About the fame 
time, Raoul, or Rodolpk, the fon of Canrade , count of Pan 
feized the farther Burgundy , and amverted it into a kin^ 
dom b . Herbert , count of Vermcmdoi £, fhewed himfelf a 
kind of competitor, being defcendeH talV right line from 
Bernard , king of Italy . It is trae C|^Avas a fufpicion of 
baftardy; but that was of no gresrlmportance, fine e Bernard 
himfelf was a baftard, and j&t declared king of Italy by 
Charlemagne , at the requeft Lewis the Debonnaire c . The 

moft: formidable pretendey was Arnold, king of Germany , 
who looked upon himfelf a$ emperor, and who, in virtue of 
his power, ^hought to become king of France . But the 
nobility wercHmwilling to admit of a ft ranger ; and there- 
fore they chofe Eudes , count of Paris, the fon of the famous 
Robert leFort ; and fome attempts have been made to frame 
a title for him, as being defeended, in a right line, from 
Childebrand, the brother of Charles Martel , on the father’s 
fide, and on the mother’s, from Adelaide, the daughter of 
Lewis the Debonnaire d . But thefe ftories are at beft uncer- 
tain. Eudes had a far fuperior right, < arifing from the pub- 
lic neceffity, the unbiased voices of the nobility, and his 
own fuperior merit. He accepted the crown then, upon thefe 
conditions ; firft, that the confent of Arnold, king of Ger - 
many , ftiould be obtained, to prevent his elevation being 
made the pretence of a civil war ; and next, that he fhould 
hold this dignity in truft for the right heir Charles the Simple , 
who was not of age to execute its funftions c . Under thefe 
conditions he was crowned by the bifliop of Sens . Soon af- 
ter he wdat, of his own accortl, tc the diet at Worms, where he 
told Arnold, that he was very ready torefign the enfigns of roy- 
alty, rather than involve the French nation iti a quarrel on his 
account; with which generous and candid proceeding Arnold 
was fo much pleafed, that he owned him, without fcruple, 
for king of France , and entered into a treaty with him in 
that capacity K 

a LuiTPftAND^jb. i/ Paul. -ZEmil, b Chron. vnr*' 
a,ntiq. c Vita Ludovici Pii. d Le P. Fauchet* 
Mezerav. P. Daniei,. * Annales Metcnf. f An* 
nales Fuldenf. 
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■ The Normans continuing to defolate the kingdom- by pef- He defeats 
petual irruptions, fometimesjon one fide, fometimes ontne^No*- 
Qther, Eudes 1 who had buv a fmall number of forces, was mans » an * 
fconftraincd to fupply that |efe£fc by vigilance and nativity % m f u PP''*(fa 3 
He had the good fortune tcjfurprize a body, or rather an ar- an tn J u * m 
U>y, of thefe plunderers, ^nfiftiog of near twenty thoufqpd ^ 
hojfe and foot, in the neighbourhood pf a town called Mont- q^iiie * 
r fSucoriy at the entrance of a wood; and though he had but ^ 
a thoufand horfe Hinder* his command, yet difpofing thefe 
into different placajl cJidj^aulingthe attack to be made at the 
fame inflan t, the ei'uq wterc broke, before they difeovered 
their fupeiiority ; and the pu 5 ple of the country, feeing their 
diforder, fell upon them wirhvfuch fury 4 , that few or none 
could make their efcape h . Ting viflory gained him great 
reputation; and would, no dcub\ have been highly advan- 
tageous to France , if an infurredtion had not broke out in 
si quit ain Ci which made the king’s prefence nectfiry there s 
and though he v/as fo fortunate as to fubdne me malecon- 
tents with little trouble, yet, in the mean time, the Normans 
took MeatiXy and breaking their capitulation, deflroyed it h 
They likewife irtadc themfclves mailers of Troie, Tovl \ and 
Verdun , and made a fccond and third attempt upon Paris ; 
though without effeft. They alfo committed great diforders 
throughout Lor rain , till they were feverely chaftifed by or- 
‘dcr of the king of Ge*nany f who, with the affiflancc of the* 

French , defeated them with great (laughter \ All this time • 
the king was employed in eftabliftiing his authority, and in 
rep re fiing thofe diforders which were fo detrimental to the 
flatc : and though, in doing this, he fhewed all the mildnefs 
and moderation poilible, yet thofe who perhaps owed their AJX89U 
Wealth and their power to nothing but the continuance of 
thefe diforders, were extremely offended, and teftified their 
difaflWlion in fuch a manner, as indu'ced !bme of the am- *•* 

bitious nobility, Tvho only waited*and wanted fuch aff oppor- 
tunity to difturi>nhe public peace to coneur with them, 
and put the kingdom in a flame. 

Thr firft who declared himfelf openly, was count Wal- Eudesm; 
gaircy v^jbo fur prized the city of Laon ; and, that he might harked in 
give fome kind of colour to this proceeding, proclaimed a ct<V1 ^ m 
king Charles . Fades i than whom there never was a more tu j ar 
adlive prince, fonefeeing the confequences of this revolt, in- f " e P ar ^‘ 
Veiled the place unexpectedly, and, gattac&ag it with great ^zrlis 

% Albonis -Monach, d$ Bello Parifiacte Urbis, libri duo. 

*> Chron. de Norm. Geflis. 1 Reginon. Chron. k Flo- 
ftOARD Hill. Rhcm. ltb. i\*. * Anffal. Metenf. 

Mod. Hist. Vql-.a:JII, Q_ vigour* 
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the fon ^/vigour, compelled the garrjfon to furrender : he' then called 
Lewis the cbunt Walgaire to anfwer before the nobility who were 
Stammer* about hiiri, and, upon their adjudging him a traitor, caufed 
cr# him immediately to be beheaded*" 1 . This aft of feverity had 
not the confequences that he cxj! efted. Eblon , abbot of St. 
Efcnis , who had been the king’s *moft intimate friend, with 
fomc other noblemen, raifed all Aquitaine. Eudes marched 
thither immediately, and brought things into order barely 
b> his prefence In the mean time, the party of count 
Walgaire had time to aft. 'They * 1 ro*ght over queen Ade- 
laide, and her fon Charles , from England and, being joined 
by Herbert , count of Vermand w, and Philip , count of Sen - 
lis, both defeended from Chajlemagne, they carried the young 
prince to Rheum, where hA was crowned by Foitques , the 
archbilliop, who wrote a fitter to Arnold, • king of Germany , 
to intreat his a Alliance. This was in lome meafurc obtained ; 
and the party who had Charles at their head, cainc, with a 
great army, and laid fiege to Laon The inhabitants made 
a brave defence, which gave Eudes time to come to their 
affiftance, with a fmall but gallaat army, at the approach of 
which the forces of Charles mouldered away, and he was 
obliged to retire. Eudes found means to juftify himfclf to 
Arnold, king of Germany , which he did, by making him fen- 
fible that his government was far from being prejudicial to 
Charles , and that thofe who were sbout that young king 
had his inter eft much lefs at heart ; and of this he gave a 
convincing proof, by dividing the kingdom with Charles , and 
doing homage to him for the fmall part that he retained 
He did not long furvive this agreement, dying at La Fere, 
in Picardy, on the 3d of January , in the year 898, in the 
40th year of his age; hated by the nobility, whofe oppref- 
fion he had reftrained, beloved by the people, and dleemed 
by all the worlcfq. He left behind him a fon, Arnold, to 
whom fome would have gifen ithe title of King; but he fur- 
vivfed him for fc fhort a fpace, that it afforded no time for 
the adherents of his father to take their meafures in his fa* 
vour: they attached themfelves, therefore, to Robert , the 
brother of Eudes , who fucceeded him in coupty, and 
was one of the gallanteft and greatefl men that age pro- 
duced r : and, but for fome fuch fpirits, the monarchy had 
been fubverted, as well as the family of Charlemagne . 

1 c 

ra Annal. Fuldenf. Recinon. Chron. n Annales Me- 
. tenf. 0 Chron de Gettis Normdh. P Chronicon Breve. 
Reginon. Chron. * Annales Metenfes# r Vita St. 
Genulfi lib. ii. * * 1 
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His competitor being removed, Charles was acknowtegedf Charles, 
|n his own right, king of France: but, alas! that country fumamed 
was not now what it had been under his prec^ceflors, in the Sim- 
point of extent, wealth, or dumber of people. Arnold , king pi ^fiated 
of Germany , was in pofleff^on of Lorrain ; and Charles him- u P° n *ke 
felfhad relinquifhed his claims upon it, in confideration of ^7^* 
die affiftance and countenance he had received *. On the 
ptfter fide, Burgundy, was ere&ed into a kingdom, which * me J t was 
Comprehended what is now called Swifferland , together with declining 
Franche Comte, or a: leaft thej^ft part of it Lewis , the 

fon of Bofon, held' the (Vuntry which has been before de- 
feribed under the name of the kingdom of Arles ; and it had 
been well if, after all thefe facrifices, Charles could have been 
faid to hold the reft u . But th;s was fo far from being true, 
that it is very difficult to fay wi-at he held, except the title 
of king, and the power of giving away. It is true that, not 
long after he mounted the throne, he had a fair opportunity ' 
of recovering part of his dominions, and eftablifhing his re- 
putation, by the revolt of the people of Lorrain, againft the 
fon of Arnold ; and accordingly lie marched, with a great 
army, into that country, where he might have done what 
he had pleafed,* and, by reannexing it to the crown, had re- 
ceived an honourable and ample fubfiftence : but he loved 
the pleafures of a court* and hated rather the fatigues than 
perils of a camp; for he was perfonally brave, and, whei* 
neceffity required, did Ris duty as an officer without reproach ; 
but he was naturally indolent, and eafily impofed upon w . Zuen - 
tibotd, king of Lorrain, who was much of the fame temper, 
and had loft his dominions by indulging it, perceived what 
errors were committed by Charles ; and though he had but 
a fmall body of troops, yet he kept the field, and at length 
diftrefied the French in luch a manner, that Charles was glad 


to conclude, by a treaty, a war that ought have been ended 
by the fword, jyid, for the fakc # of fome very fmalL acquifi- 
tions, abandoned entirely aVingdom*that he had almoft ob- 
tained x . This gave a great blow to his creclit ; but fo long 
as he enjoyed the affiftance of Fouques, archbifhop of Rheims , 
and followed the wife counfels he gave, he in fome meafure 
maintained hisRdignity: but when that prelate was aflaffinat- A.D.jco. 
ed, by the order of the earl of Flanders, his behaviour pro- 
cured him the depreciating furname of Charles the Simple % 
and it is hard to fay, whether this be alleviated or exaggerate 


8 Chron. var. antiq. • • * Reoinon, Chron, ■ Le P* 

Fauchet. Cordemoy. Mezeray. w Aventin. Hifh 
Boior. x Corojemoy# Mezer^y. Le Gekdre. 

1 cd 



*28 


1 fbe Hijtory of France^ B.XiX* 

W by what fome hiftoriuns have obferlcd, that, if he had not 
oien unworthy of the crown, he had never been permitted to 
wear it y. f Scandalous fource o£ royalty ihtlced ! 

The great Thf. nobility of France , having had Icifure to frame their 
change in fyftem, had now the faireft opportunity of carrying it into 
//v French execution. Such, therefore, as Jiad been intrufted with, 
monarchy o/had got into pofleftion of governments, demanded confirm-* 
hy the in- ations of them, not barely for life, but to them and to their* 
troduSiion h e * irs . and either by their own power, or by rhcaftiftance of 
C J J h ~f 5 ' fome great perfon at court, .^btain^d vl nat they demanded, 

upon the caiy terms of doing hofftage 7 \ It cannot be af- 
firmed that nothing of this kind had taken place before the 
reign of Charles the Simple, becaufe fome in fiances, perhaps, 
might be given in earlier time*;; but the mifehief did not be- 
come general till now, whe^, out of one Lugs, welboidered, 
and wifely -governed kingdom, there Hat ted up a multitude 
of principalities, in fome degree, and but in fome degree, 
dependent on the crown a . Confidercd in this light, they 
may be truly ftiled principalities, tho* the pollcfTbrs of 
them took indifcriminately the titles of dukes, marquiffes, or 
counts : nor does it appear, that there was apy rank or pre- 
cedence in thefc titles : duke had been formerly in moft 
efteem, but that of count fcems to have been in moft credit 
now. Under this higheft clafs of nobility there were other 
confiderable lords, who held of therr^ in like manner; anu, 
thefe again had others, who held of them, and even thefe. 
had their vaflals. Inftead, therefore, of that cafy equal go- 
vernment, regulated by laws and cuftoms, which had hi- 
therto prevailed, a multitude of little infupportable tyran- 
nies were erected b . 

The Nor- It has been obferved, that the king, by fullering the murder 

m£ns be- of Feuques , archbifhop of Rheims , to whom he had fo many 
come more an( j f G g re at obligations, to efcapc unpuniflied, though per- 
davgnous ] Vtl p S a g^ft his will, leftcnad l\im exceedingly in the eyes 
of his fubjefts ; %and their contempt of him was Hill farther 
/^French increa ^ by the rava g es °f the Nonnam, who, for five or 
cro^'n y ears together, dcfolated the fineft provinces m Franc*, 

than ever. Thofe who failed up the Loire burnt the famous dnurch of 
St. Martin at Tours ; and thofe who entered the Seine took 
the city of Rouen by compofition, which they had obferved 
with greater fidelity than was cuftomary with this nation V 

y Chron. var. antiq. c 2 Ls P. Fauchf.t. Jean dv 
Tillet. Le P. Hen ault. ' 1 ^ordemoy. Mezeray. 
Le Gfnbpe. b Otigir.es des Di^nitez et Magi ft rats de 
Ite', r-c-.ti : 1 ,s rrv.C^AVPE Fauchkt. c Gulielm,. 
CfiStTj',, m, Cljoni:p’v c clt* Pucvjc Norniandicr 
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This was afcribed to their chief named Rollo, who was dot 
barely the captaip of a numerous banditti, bui^was, in i?a - 
lity, a great prince by birth ; and, which was more, endow- 
ed with qualities # worthy of his rank and defeent. He 
made ufe therefore of this place, to ferve him for a kind of 
headquarters; made fcveral expeditions from thence, and, 
vjhen they were Jfinifhed, returned thither again, while the 
French, feeing him lay wafte nor only all Ncujlria , but the 
countiics that are upw called Artois and Picardy, clamoured 
agaiuft Charles for indo^tlyr&ffing hill in his abfence, and 
pot recovering and fortifying Rouen, as he might have done 
The king was equally at a lofs how to reprefs thefe northern, 
invaders, cr to filence the qutcries of his own people, which 
were not either the lefs Iqud 6; general, from his having at 
firft encouraged find allied himfert with thefe Normans in the 
days of king E tides* At length, it was judged moft expedi- 
ent to engage Fr ancon, archbifliop of Rouen , to propofe to 
Rollo a truce for five or fix months, in which time a ftable 
and folid peace might be made, by the grant of a fair and 
ample efhbli/hmcnt c . Rollo, whofe parts were not at all in- 
ferior to his CDuragc, obferved to the archbifliop, that of 
thefe two ptopofi lions the firft was dire&ly repugnant to his 
inclinations and his interefts, and the latter perfe&ly con- 
fident with both : that, notwithflanding this, he was very 
^willing to accept the®onc, for the fake of the other ; and, 
upon full affurances given on both Tides, the truce took place f . 

Richard, duke of Burgundy , that is, the pofTdforof what is 
now ftiled the dukedom of Burgundy, and fame of the great 
lords of Aquitaine, were extremely Jiflatisfied with this mea- 
fure, as it appeared alike difhonourable to the king, and 
dangerous to the public; and therefore, by promifing to give 
him all the afliftance he could defire, ttay prevailed upon 
him to break the truce, which fo provoked Rollo^ that he 
inarched imvneSiately, with a fonfiderable body of forces, 
and inverted Chartres 6. The confederated lords, in pur- 
fuance of their engagements, advanced to its relief, attacked 
the Nor t^ans in their camp, and, with the afliftance of a 
fally fr$>m the^ilace, at the head of which was the bifhop in 
his robes, forced Rollo to abandon his enter prize, and tore- 
tire to an eminence, where they befiegecl him and his Nor* 
mans in their turn h . However, having, by a ftratagem, 
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foiled a paflkgc through their camp, Rolh returned to his 
ola ftation; 4 and being reinforced there by. many thoufands 
of his countrymen, renewed his depredations on ^11 (ides, 
with circumftances which very plaihly (hewed that refentment 
inftigated thefe exce/Tes K 

hi this critical and perplexed (ituation of affairs, finding 
no hopes of the like afliftance, Charles fuffered himfelf to be 
governed by Robert , the brother of Elides, now (filed duke 
Robert , who prevailed upon him to recur' to the fird method 
of negotiation k . Franco?, op of Rouen, was again 

the mediator ; and Rollo, though by a great acccflion of 
ftrength he was become more formidable, and, by the ufage 
he had met with, more provoked, yet fo great an afcendency 
had the prelate over his mityl, that he made no fcruple of 
declaring to him, that he was content to treat upon the old 
bafis, provided the treaty was fpeedy and (metre l . Francon , 
being well inftrufted, propofed to him three things; the firft 
was, that he (hould become a Chriftian, that the king might 
efcape the imputation of giving the pagans a fettlement in 
France ; the (econd, that he (hould marry Gifele, the king’s 
daughter, by which Charles might gain an honourable 
pretence of bellowing the noble country of Neuftria as her 
dowry; and laftly, that he fliouid do homage to the king in 
the fame manner, and hold this country to himfelf and hip 
heirs on the fame terms, as the great Tords of France, that 
it might not be faid the king paid greater deference to a ftran- 
gcr, than to the native nobility of his realm m . The Nor* 
man expreffed himfelf well fatisfied with thefe offers, to 
which he made only one obje&ion, that the country of 
Neuftria, tho’ extenfive, rich, and fertile in itfelf, was at this 
time fo wafted and depopulated, as not to afford him and his 
people fubfiftencc^ and, therefore, hedefired that he might 
have fome other country aftigned him, for the fupply of 
immediate wants This <lcm 4 und was hard of digeftion, 
and fomc affirm* that, had it not been for the influence of 
duke Robert , it might have flopped the treaty. Subfequent 
events have contributed to render this probable ; t and yet, 
perhaps, it is equally probable that the fame ficceflity which 
produced the negotiation, drove it on to a conclufion °. 
The firft country offered to Rollo was Flanders, dependent 

5 Fauchet. 33u TiPt.et. Le Gendre. k Chron. 
var. antiq. 1 Gulielm. Gemejticens. Chroniques des 
Dues de Normandie. m Du don. de modbus etadlis Norm. 
Due. * fc'ArcnET. Du Tillet. LeGendre. °Gu- 
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only on the crown oft France, and then in the pofleffion ofj 
prince with whom Charles had good reafon to be offend 
fo that there wanted not policy in the offer 5 yet Rollo rejetfed 
it, as lying at tooigreat a diftance from Neuftria , and being 
in other refpe&s inconvenient p . Bretagne was next men- 
tioned, and accepted. The preliminaries being thus adjur- 
ed, the king and this Norman prince had an interview at 
Saint Clair , upon the Epte , where, in the prefence of the 
whole court, Rollo did homage, in quality of the duke of 
Neuftria , to his ntw fovereign^ but he was fomewhat auk- 
ward in the pei formancSrf^ieceremony, and when he came A.D.91 1, 
to the laft, which was kneeling and making a femblance of 
killing the king’s foot, he peremptoiily refufed to go farther* 

An expedient was found, which was, that one of his guards 
flioulcl do it for him ; but it feems all the Normans were bad 
courtiers; for this life-guard man tolled Charles's foot fo 
high, that, if fome of the French lords had not caught him, 
he had turned him and his chair over. This accident was 
palled by with much good humour, becaufe refentment had 
been ill placed 11 . 

On Rafter- day, Rollo received, with great folemnity, the t fr e c£m 
rite of baptifm; his old friend, duke Robert , being one of remor y 0 f 
the fponfors, and bellowing upon him his own name, which baptifm 
is the reafon that, in the French hiftorians, we find him fel- changes fits 
} dom called Rollo after this, but Robert . He was, without ?iame to 
queftion, a prince of extraordinary abilities, fince, upon this Robert 
critical occasion, he a£led throughout with the utmoft dig- an <J 
nity, and with the molt confummate prudence r . The prin-.^ at ’ J f ^ at 
cipal officers in his army, led by his example, became Chri- sfNor- 
ftians likewife, and, in deference to his councils, entered ° n 

readily into the plan he propofed for regulating his new flate t 
after the model of that of France s . He began with eftablifli- 
ing billiopricks and religious houfes, which he liberally en- 
dowed. He appointed governors of diftri&s, with the title 
of counts ; placed unddf them inferior magiftfates ; and 
enabled fuch laws, as he judged molt expedient for bringing 
his new government into a tolerable condition. He was par- 
ticularly fevere in punching theft, and in the equal difbibu- 
tion^of juftfce, which he faw was the great balls of policy, 
and without which his people mull naturally recur to their 
old method of living by robbery and piracy It is amazing 
with what fpeed and fuccefs he executed what he had pro- 

p Chron. var. antiq. # * Fauohet. DuTiilet. Ls 
Geniire. r Gulielm. Geme i icens. 9 Chron. vur. 
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® >fed, and in how fhort a time that rtfned and depopulated 
chantry . was not only filled with inhabitants, but thofc too 
vigilant and induftrious, and, which was- more extraoidU 
nary, jegular in their manners, and perfe&ly obedient. One 
great caufe of this, was the refort of the better fort of Nor- 
mans , fiom all parts, into his dominions, who, weary of that 
reliefs and roving kind of life which they had hitherto led, 
very gladly came to participate in the advantages which he 
had procured for the people under his command, which he 
moil readily imparted, as knowing that tho power of a prince 
A.D/912. alwa}S in proportion to and employments of 

his lubje&s u . He complied alfo, as foon as things were in a 
tolerable condition, with the intended marriage, tho’ very 
unequal in point of years ; for, at this time, the duke was at 
leafi fixty, and the lady could not be above fourteen. Thus 
Charles, though fome of his fubjedfs continually reproached 
him with it, law the new duchy of Normandy , lor fo m 
honour of its inhabitants it was filled, thoroughly fixed, and 
thereby aa end put to the terrors fo long lpread by the 
Normai.s « 

7 he line cf While thefe things palled in France , there happened 

Charlc- g rLllt alterations amongft her neighbours. Arnold , king of 
xnagne re- (j cr many, and who alfo atiumed the title of emperor, died, 
Charles anc * ^ behind bim t,,vo f° ns ‘> Lewis, by the queen his con- 
the kh:t’ f° rt > v 'h° fuccccdcd him as king of the Germans and Ro~. 
doms rf tnans, and Zuiniibold, his natural fon, fcing of Fermi a, who 
Germany would have ciifputed the whole faccefiion with Lewis', but 
arid Italy being flain in battle, the lafi-mentioned prince added to the 
facing iif to reft of his dominions the kingdom of Lor rain. Berengcr , 
other whom the emperor Arnold had (nut up in a corner of Lorn- 
keiujes, raid hardy, but {fill prelerving the title of king, availed himlelf 
l \°^ /■ °f his death, and was again crowned at Pavia x . Lewis, the 
^r*in ^° n Bofon, king ^of Arles , palled the Alps with an aimy, 
and met at firft witn fuch iucccfs, that he procured himlelf 
to be crooned emperor at Rome; 'out, in the Ihort fpacc of 
four years, he feirinto the hands of Bcrcnger , who put out 
his eves ; and he dying not long after, the regal title was 
loll in his family, Hugo, count of Arles, afluming the title 
of king. Bercnger , pulhing this good forturiC, compelled 
pope John IX. to crown him emperor, though he had great 
pppbfition given him by Lambert, the fon of Guy, duke of 
Spoicto, who, for a time, bore, the title of emperor, and 
c 

n Guuei m. Gkmeticevs. Cbroniqi^sdes Dues de Norman- 
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who, as fame writers«fay, had been alfo crowned king of 
France at Langres *. But, in the end, the death of La/- 
tert left him without a rival, and Berenger had the fatisfac- 
tion of beating the ‘lofty title's of emperor and king of Italy, 
b'w as we obfervcd, defcended by a female from Charlc- 
man ne and the hft of his blood who enjoyed fovereign au- 
thority on the other fide of the Alps. On the other hand, fhe 
verv year that Charles crofted the new dutchy of Normandy, 
lewis, king of the Germans, Romans, and people of Lorrain, 
breathed his lall', attd in him.ejpded the male line of Charle- 
mamc in Germany, l/ixffr^hich the great lords of that 
countvv elefted Conrade, duke of Franconia. But the people 
of Lorrain, more inclined to the French government, or have- 
ing ftill an high veneration for the Car.'ovingian race, lxfolved 
to call in the onlj furviving prince, and to place their crown 
once more on the head of Charles the Simple W'ho by this ■ 
acquifition was, in feme meafure, indemnified for the ceilion 
he had been forced to make of Normandy. His conduft foon 
after fufficicntly acquainted the world, how much eafier it 
is to acquire kingdoms than to preferve them ; more efpeci- 
f illy when countries are cantoned amor.gft a powerful nobi- 
lily, as was the cafe at this time in Lorrain, as well as 

Cu .milks, if wc may give credit to the bulk of the Charles 
n reil ch hiftorians, had no great abilities as a politician, much devolve: 
4efs was he capable oi managing affairs in fo perplexed a all his 
fuuation as they then flood: but he feems to have beer, fen -power cn 
fiblc of this, and of fomething more, which was, that he 
jan a greater hazard in trufling any of his nobility, than in Ha(ianotJ 
relying on his own parts, (lender as they were. It gave a „f ne g_ 
him therefore vail fatisfiiftion, when he found one Haganon, ieSs t)je 
a gentleman not diftinguHhed either by birth or fortune, upon nobility . 
whom he could reft the weight of hisvffairs; and who, 
tho’ in other rsfpefts he might be deficient, poffjfled two 
qualities that wete truly valuable, fidelity ajjd penetration *. 

Charles, who was an honeft and good man, had fuch an 
affeftion for this miniftcr, that, he was hardly ever out of 
his company, and did not keep even the neceffary appearances 
for th? granges b . An inftance will explain this clearly. 

Charles being at Aix la Chapelk, Henry, duke of Saxony, af- 
terwards king of Germany, came to pay his refpefts to him, 
and for four days fucceffively mifledof an audience, receiv- 

y Dv Chesne, tom. «. p. $Sf. * Contin. Recison. 
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ng continually the fame anfiver, “ *The king is bufy with 
L ' Haganon,” which fo much provoked him, that he took his 
leave, withe this obfervation; “ I make no doubt but, in a lit- 
“ tie time, one of thefe two things will diappen, either Ha* 
** ganon jvill feat himfelf on the fame throne with Charles , 
“ or Charles will become a private gentleman like Haganon” 
The king being informed of this, was forced to fend Hcrve, 
archbilhop of Rheims , to intreat the duke to return, and to 
endeavour, when he did return, to efface, by his careires, 
the bad elfeXs of his indiscretion, whi£h Henry , who was 
truly a great prince, eafily oveiVe^&d. But, when verified 
by the event, this flirewd prediction was univerfally reinem- 
bred c . 

Amongst the great lords, of whom the king and his 
mi nifter were molt jealous, were the two dukes of 
Normandy and France . The former was his fon in-law, 
but had never confummated his marriage; and, by the advice 
of Haganon, he fent two gentlemen to his court to have an eye 
on his proceedings. Thefe the duchefs for a long time con- 
cealed; but at length they were difeovered, and the duke, 
without any ceremony, hanged them as' fpics, which pro- 
voked Charles fo much, that they were oil the point of 
coming to a rupture d . The other duke Robert, out of 
pure friendfhip, as he would have it under flood, began 
hoftilities firft, and acted without fcruple againll Charles L 
fending envoys to the duke of Normandy to exprefs his zeal 
for which the Norman teftifying much gratitude, they went 
fomev/hat farther, and acquainted him, that their mailer had 
great connexions with the French nobility, and doubted not, 
with his and their afliftancc, to depofe Charles, and to feat 
himfelf upon the throne, which his brother Eudes had for- 
merly occupied. To this propofition they received a very 
unexpected anfwe^ The duke of Normandy told them, that 
the view^of their matter were extravagant, qpd that he was 
equally incapably of fuffering or affitting injnftice ; which 
calmed the inteftine troubles of the kingdom for fomc time 
But duke Robert , having ttill^ the fame object in view, and 
the duke of Normandy being dead, he took advantage of an 
.aiTembly of the nobility held at Soijfons, and* engaged the 
major part of thofe who were prefent, not only to expoftu- 
late with Charles on the indignity offered lo them, by re- 
pofing fuch entire confidence, in his miniller, but alfo to give 

* Fragmentnm Galiici Scriptoris cx £onaado Abbate Urfper- 
genfip. d Dud. lib. ii. A.mon Hilt. lib. iv. * Flo- 
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him to underftand that* they looked upon him as unworthy tci 
be their king, and that they meant to confider him no longfr 
in that light. Aft|r this they retired ; but, through the 
interpofition of the archbiftiop of Rheims , and count Hugo, 
a kind of treaty of pacification was concluded for a year, in 
confequence of which Haganon was difcarded, at leaft in ap- 
pearance, and fome of the malecontent lords repaired again 
to court f . However, this infincere compromife did not laft 
long, as anfwering intentions of neither party. 

Richard, duke of very wife and very wor- At length 

thy prince, who had always adhered to Charles , dying, the they ac - 
malecontents renewed their intrigues; upon which the king, complijh 
looking upon the former agreement as void, recalled Haga - their pro* 
non , and heaped upon him new favours g . The difaffefted at *d 
lords magnified ^his as a direft breach of the convention, and 
taking arms, forced Laon, where nil Haganon's trcafures 
were ; and having diftributed thefe amongft their troops, 
they no longer kept any meafurcs, but, declaring Charles to 
be weak and incapable ot the royal dignity, proclaimed Ro- 
bert , duke of France , carried him from thence to Rheims , 
in a kind of triumph, and there the archbifhop Herve fet the 
crown upon his head, on the laft day of June , and died three 
days after. Charles , in the mean time, colle&ed what 

Jlrength he could, in order to defend his crown, and reduce 
/his enemies, amongft whom was Gilbert , whom he had made 
duke of Lorrain , though moft of the lords in that country 
ftill adhered to his intereft \ The duke of Aquitaine , and 
the lords in that country were for Charles ; but Rodolph, the A.D« 9 22 . 
new dnke of Burgundy , having efpoufed the daughter of king 
Robert , abetted his party with great zeal. Herbert , count 
of Vermandois , who was a man of parts and power, de- 
fended by the male line from Charlemagne , and who had 
•always boafted his loyalty to Charles , ifeferted him to join 
Robert , who/ that he might feave the unfortunate monarch 
no refource, went in perfon to confer w*th Henry , king of 
Germany ; and having detached him from the interefts ot his 
competitor, returned, with a*full perfuafion, that he (hould 
quickly oblige Charles to abandon the kingdom, or, like 
Charles the Grofs , to accept of a precarious lubfiftence, and 
lead for the future a private life ; the only thing wanting to 
his own eftabliftunent 

0 
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Charles \ In order to execute this plan, he rifcmbled an army under 
charging i|ve walls of 'SjiJjbris, and having the principal part of his 
the forces lords about him, con fulled with them Kow thefe purpofes 
of' hu com- might fooncfl effected . In the mtair time Charles , have- 
t ctlior ing iliil a good body of troops, but perceiving plainly that 
^h^kV’s COl *^ not provide long ior their lubliftencc, rcfojvetj to 
%ii on tl* n ^^' :e a f l| ddcn and defperate effort, and palling the river 
j} 0 t, * 'difne unexpectedly, fur prized Robert and his adherents, as 

they v/eie going to dinner k . That prince, who was natu- 
rally biavc, immediately nw&ated and put his troops in the 
btfl order he could ; but while - he encouraged them to do 
their duty, and carried Ills own ftandard in his hand, Charles , 
who was in the rirfi tanks of his own troops, engaged him, 
and bore him to the ground with his lance, where he was pie- 
fently killed : yet his fon Hugo, and Herbert, count of Ver- 
mandois, not only reftored the battle, but, in the end, beat 
the king’s army, and made thcmfclvcs mailers of his baggage, 
which left them at liberty to confult how they might bell 
prcfecute rheir affairs, and of whom they fhould make choice 
to fupply the place of their late king 1, the conflit ution 
being now fo totally fubverted, that the nobility were be- 
come hereditary, and the crown ele&ive. This adlioti hap- 
ad ^ 2 , pened on the 15th of June ; and fome fay the fliortnefs of 
J his reign, others his not being univerfally owned, prevented 
the name of Robert from being taken yito the Jill of French 
kings. The competitors for the fucceffion were Hugo , duke 
of France , the fon of Robert , by the filler of Herbert , count 
of '/ermandus ; Herbert him fell ; and Rudolph , duke of Bur- 
gundy, who had efpoufed Emma , the daughter of duke 
Robert, and the After of Hugo, The nobility in general, 
though they admired the courage and the capacity of Herba 7, 
detefled his ingratitude. Hugo feeing the difpute lay be- 
tween him and Rtlolph, left it to the choice of his filler, 
who, defigous of being a queen,- -declared fof her hufband, 
and Hugo, . as he k;id promifed, procured him to beelefted ; 
and accordingly the crown was fet upon his head at SoiJ/bns, 
on the 1 3 tli of Jtdy m , The*few lords that flill adhered to 
Charles , either pleafrd with the choice of this prince fpr the 
fake of novelty, or through fear of being defpoiled of their 
eftates, began to drop away:' fo that, in a fiiort time, he 
was as much abandoned as Charles the Cr fs , his unfortunate 
coufin, and the viflim of^pther mens ambition. 

fc Flodoarri Chronicon. 1 Ai^>n. Hift. lib. v. Ade- 
m r 1 chinnxon. m Gl vbri Rudolphi CiunttcenfiiJVlo- 
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In this fituation, af weak as his enemies reprcfent him; Rodolph, 
he did not fink into defpair ; on the contrary, he ei idea round 1 duke of 
to retire to William , dukeef Normandy * who, Kkg his father, Burguu- 
knew no king but *um who give him his duchy; in which, tyifoc* 
through the vigilance of Rodolph and his party, he was dif - cnas 
appointed, which brought him io low, that he was obliged 
to apply himfelf to Henry, king of Germany, and to offer ^ 
to quit in his favour the claims he had on the kingdom of n ) ;:1 , 
Lorrain, provided he would grant him hisafliftauce n . Hen- p r ijnud* 
ry , confidering hoV much he^'as to be the gainer, and 
how honourable the en.rrpn7.e was in itfclf, determined to 
undertake it, and began to raife an army for this purpofe. 

King RoJolpb began in his turn to feci great apprehenfions* 
well knowing that the dukes of Normandy and Aquiiaine- 
difapproved his # elc&ion °. Cut of this perplexity he was 
delivered by Herbert , count of Vetmandais, who, dreading 
the reftitution of Charles , fent deputies to implore his cle- 
mency, to allure him of his fidelity, and to defire that ho 
would march fuch forces as lie had about him into his coun- 
try, that he might be the better able to defend it againft their ' 
common enemies. Charles was the more eafily deceived by 
thefe deputies, becaufe they were firft deceived thcrafelvcs, 
and really believed the count to be in carueft. He marched 
therefore into Vcrmandois , with a handful of troops, and 
Avas received by count Herbert with all poflibic tefti monies 
^of the moft profound refpeft. -At firft, however, the king' 
afted with fome precaution ; but being at length perfuaded 
to enter the fortrefs of Cbateau-Tkierri , Herbert , the very 
fame night, caufed him to be feized in his bed, and then 
fent one of his adherents to compliment Rodoiph on his have* 
ing nothing to fear, fince Charles was a priloner for life P. 

The queen of this unfortunate monarch, whofe name wa 9 
Egiva , fled with her fon Lewis to the c^urt of her brother 
in England . Rodoiph, having ijow leifure, turned^ his arm* 
againft William , duke of Aquitaine, who perceiving that ho 
had no afliftance to expert, thought it expedient to make, 
the belt terms he could for himfelf; and in order to this, 
did homage to Rodolph; but it is certain he did this to a 
conqueror, aftd not to a king, fubmitting only bccaufe he A.D.924* 
found himfelf unable to refill * (A). This war was fcarce 

ended, 

* ' 

Flodoardi Chronicon. * Glab. Hid, fui temp, 

9 Ibid. Fauchet. * Balui in notis Append. Capitular. 

(A) This William, duke of was" extremely attached to the 
Aquitaine, furnamed the Dwout, family of Charlemagne , and ftf 
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Vnded, before Rodolph found himfelt embarked in another 
againft the Normans ; by which we are not to underftand the 
fuLjefts of duke William, but a new fwarm of thefe plunder- 
ers from tlie north, commanded by on$ Rainold, who* fell 
into Burgundy, and wafted it with fire and fword. The 
king managed this war but with indifferent fuccefs ; and af- 
ter, lying fometime before their intrenchments, was content 
to let them make their efcape r * In this ftate of things, the 

r Flodoardi Chronicon. Duplex. P. Daniel. 


were all the nobility in the ad- 
jacent countries, chiefly on ac- 
count of the lenity of thofe 
princes, who left, them in a 
Kind of independency, and ex- 
efted nothing from them be- 
eyond the ordinary compli- 
ment of homage, and dating 
their charters according to the 
years of their reigns, in which 
they were, as we fhall fee, very 
correct. We muft obferve, that 
the very title of duke of Aqui- 
taine was derived from the fa- 
vour of this king, the proper 
title of this no mem an being 
count of Auvergne, which, in 
all probability, might be a go- 
vernment erctted by Cbarle • 
magne , or Lewis the Debonnaire, 
which, according to the cuflom 
of that time, was become here- 
ditary in this family : but there 
were many counts in his neigh- 
bourhood, not at all|£nferior to 
him in birjji and fortune, till ( 
Jie was honoured with this title 
of duke of Aquitaine, which 
implied nearly the fame thing 
with the king's lieutenant, and 
in virtue of which he became 
their fiiperior; and therefore 
his own dignity, being in a 
great meafure dependent on 
the prince who beftowed it, 
bound him ftridtly to Charles, 
and rendered him very unwil- 
ing to fubmit to his competitor. 
How far he did this, and in 

s 


what way the gentry in thefe 
parts, following the example 
of their lord, evaded acknow- 
leging this prince, otherwife 
than as a conqueror, appears 
from a charter ftill preferved, 
which is thus dated ; * Done 
the fifth before the ides of 
OBober, in the fourth year 
fmce king Charles was de- 
graded by the French, and 
Rodolph elefted'contrary to the 
laws.* Other inftances of the 
fame nature might be pro- 
duced, and particularly the will 
of this duke's fuccefTor, which ia\ 
dated in'the fame manner, but 
a year later. He was the ne- 
phew of William, and, upon his 
demife, the title came to Aimar , 
count of Poi Biers, who likewife 
inherited the county of Au- 
vergne . We fhall fee in the 
text that king Lothaire , the 

f randfon of Charles the Simple , 
egrived this family of the 
ducal title, in order to transfer 
it to Hugo the White , who was 
duke of France and of Burgun- 
dy before. We may likewife 
collett from hence, the** true 
reafon why the title of duke 
funk in efteem, which was no 
other than this, # that it implied 
a dependence, . and that they 
held it from another; whereas 1 
they loked upon their coun- 
ties ad their own. 

2Vir- 
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Normans fettled in France broke out into hoftil'ules, on ac- 
count of fome injuries they had received ; and while Rodoiph 
was-qnployed in "jailing an army to bring theift to reafon, 
the great lords of Lor rain revolted, and fubmitted themfelves 
to the king of Germany ; which tho* Rodolph could not poffi- 
bly help, and in his prefent circumflances was as little able to 
relent, yet it leflened his reputation. For the nobility of 
France were equally jealous of the power of their kings, and 
ready to defpife tljem if they wanted power ; and, on the 
other hand, the lords Qf Lop'Sit expetted to be better gra- 
tified by the German monarch for bringing him a kingdom, 
than they could be by Rodolph for preferving it ; in which 
they were chiefly governed by duke Gilbert , who was very 
nearly allied to the Germany though he owed his great pre- 
ferments to Charles , againll whom he was one of the firll 
that revolted *. 

A body of Normans having made an irruption into the Herbert, 
county of Hrtois , Rodolph marched againll them with his wnt of 
forces ; and as he approached them on one fide, Herbert f Merman- 
count of Vertnandoisy with the whole llrength of his eftates, re “ 
advanced on the other, and, by this means, the Normans 7^" 
found themfelves befieged in their camp ; but as they had 
been always famous for defending intrenchments with the 
^utmoll intrepidity, the king delayed the attack, in hopes of Sovereign. 
/receiving fomc proportions from them. But the Normans 
quitting their camp in a dark night, attacked that of the 
king, forced it, and had infallibly dellroyed both him and 
his army, if the count of Vermandois had not come to his 
relief. As it was, the king was wounded, the officer who 
commanded under him killed, and his forces fo roughly 
treated, tha^he was forced to retire with them to Laon, and 
leave the Normans to live at difcretion, till, by the payment 
of a fum of money, he procured theirVetreat *, He was 
chiefly induced to this, thit ho might humble IVilSam, duke 
of Aquitaine , whom he Hill regarded as hits moll formidable 
enemy. But when he was ready to pafs the Loire with a 
numerous army, or, as fome hiftorians fay, had aftually 
pallet it* he^vas conltrained to return, in order to repel the 
Hungarians , a moll barbarous people, as fome authors, 
particularly Mezeray , aflert, who had penetrated through 
Lorrain to the frontiers of his dominions u . The prefence 
of the king, fay fome, rellored jeace, and engaged thefe 

8 Glab. Hill, fui teiftp. Ajmon. Hill. lib. v. * Flo- 
doaroi Chronicon. u Abrege Chronologique dc T Hiltoire 

de France, tom. i. * • • 
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A.D. 926. terrible enemies to retire? but others infinuate, that plunder 
b<$ng their aim, they were induced to retire by receiving a 
large fum of money. A domeftic misforuine followed next: 
the count of Lion dying, Herbert , who had ferved the king 
fo much, and whofe fcrvices had been fo well paid, demand-* 
ed^Iut place, which lay conveniently for him, though the 
deceafed count had left feveral children ; which favour the 
king refilling to grant, Herbert turned his eyes upon his 
royal pri toner, and brought Charles again upon the flage, 
with all the honours due to a -prince w . 

The death Hugo, duke of the country between the Seine and Loire, 
of that un- Ailed commonly duke cf France , or of the French , had lately 
formate married Ethelinda, the daughter of king Edward , arid the 
pnxes un - fjfter of Charles's confort, and therefore he entered readily 
^ a ^ in:o Herbert's meafures. The next point Was to engage the 
^ti^r ‘ °f Normandy to concur with them; and, in order to 
the "count *key au interview, in which they concluded, firftj 
ofVer- a marriage between Let garde , the count’s daughter, and the 
mandois. duke, and afterwards a treaty, by which they engaged to fet 
Charles once more upon the throne of France : and; as a far* 
thcr proof of his fincerity, the duke, in another conference 
held at Fa t, treated Charles with great magnificence, and did 
homage to him for his dominions x . This turn was fo un* 
expected, and their party was become fo formidable, that 
king Rodolph , leaving Emma his confort in Laon. went into 
Burgundy to raife an army, with which he quickly took the 
held, ns the confederates likewife did ; but duke Hugo, doubt- 
ing the iiTue of the war, negotiated a treaty between king 
Rodolph :yid the count of Vcr man dots, by which he was gra- 
tified in refpett to the county of Laon, orders being fent by 
king Rodolph to his confort to deliver ‘it immufllately, with 
which, out of a fpirit of womanifli obftinacy, fhe refufed to 
comply. This r^ifclered the reconciliation more difficult; for 
Henry, kfng of Germany , anti William , duke® of Normandy; 
infifted that Chafies fhould be reftored; and pope John IX* 
threatened the count of Vermandois with excommunication 
if he did not comply with his engagements; belies, he 
had given his fon over as a hoftage to the dukeef Normandy % 
and was therefore obliged to favc appearances. With this 
928. view 1 he called an aflembly of prelates and great lords, iig 
whofe prefence he did homage, for all his eftates, to king 
Charles y , by which he procured his fon’s liberty ; and, un- 


* Aimon. Hift. lib. v. 
Fauchet. Lb Gbwdre^ 
Mezeray. # 


o 
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tierftanding the pope ^*as dead, he fummoned king Ebdolph 
to make good bis treaty ; and the king, having gained Hewff 
the German, caufedithe county of JLaon to be delivered up to 
Herbert , fo that Charles was once more abandoned; and 
Herbert having done homage to his Competitor, ihut him up 
again in prifon; upon which the queen Eglva, who with 
her fon hiul returned into Frartce , withdrew again^ by tfie 
advice of the duke of Normandy , into England But Rb- 
dolph, having no gre^t confidence in one who had fo often 
deceived him, made a tour to Rbttms, and defired that the 
count of Vermandois woulcfbring Charles thither, which he 
did ; and Rodolph received him with great refpeft, and made 
him very rich prefents, as all the nobility and prelates alfo 
did, and, at the lame tinie, fettled a competent allowance 
for his maintenance; which, howevd*, he did not long en- ^ ^ . 

joy, fincc he died in the cafile of Peronne on the 9th of Otto- ’ ^ 

her following, in the 5 ill year of his age, leaving his com- 
petitor in the quiet poffefiion of his dominions a (B). 

Tms event produced a great alteration in the face of Kw? Ro- 
affairs. Rodolph , finding himfelf more at liberty, refolved dolph n^s 
to live and aft like a king: he purfued the Normans of the great 
Loire, fo called to diftinguifli them from thofe of the Seine and 
now become a flourishing and fixed people, till he had com- 
polled them either to quit the kingdom, or to betake them- faille the 
fe'ves to fome fettled habitation. In like maimer he vifited ^. eat f or ^ 
the frontiers, compelled feveral lords, who had hitherto been^f ran t c , 
ftibjcft to the kings of Provence , to do him homage, con- 
lhained the duke of Gafcony to follow their example, and 
moll of the lords of Languedoc , and the countries adjacent ; 
who having enjoyed independency fo long, were very unwil- 
ling to ftoop to the yoke. He repelled likewife the Hunga - 


K A j mon. Dupleix. P: 
fui temp. 

(B) We have no> mention 
made in any of the ancient 
hiftorians of the firif wife of 
Charles the Simp Is, by whom 
he became the father of Gifele , 
who efpoufed Robert , or Rollo, 
duke of Normandy . His fecond 
confort was Frederune , filler to 
Revives , bilhop of Chalons , by 
whom he had Hermentrude , Pbt- 
derurre , Hilde garde, and Rotrude . 
His third queen was Sghva, or, 

" Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIII. 


Daniel. % a Glab. Hill. 


as the French writers call her, 
Ogive, or Ogine, the daughter 
of Eihvard, furnamed the El- 
der , and the grand-daughter of 
Alfred the Great, by whom he 
had his only fdn Lewis ; after 
his deccafe the efpoufed, as we 
lhall fe§ in the text, Herbert,' 
count of Troyes , the fecond fon 
of Herbert , count of Ve rman- 
dais , who had fo long kept her 
huiband in prifon. 


nans , 
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riant, or Bulgarians, for we find then called by both names, 
yho made a new irruption, and, in a word, adled in all 
refpetts i» a manner fuitable to his dignity b . In thefe expe- 
ditions he was aflifted and fupported \>y Hugo, count of 
France ; but Herbert , count of Vermandois , looked with a 
very evil eye on all thefe acquifitions of power, more efpe- 
ct'ally as he plainly faw, that, fuice the death of Charles the 
Simple , he was no longer courted and gratified as in times paft. 
In order to convince the king of his importance, he entered 
into a league with the count of Flandtrs , to whom he gave 
his daughter Adila in marriage? , 'W-*kfi Gilbert , duke of Lor rain, 
and Henry , king of Germany, to whom he did homage for 
his efrarcs upon which a war enfued that lafted for many 
years The king did not take part therein as principal, 
bur i-iilcred his troops to a£l under the authority of Hugo, 
duke of: France, who gradually difpoileHect’ the count of moll 
of the belt places he held, fuch as Eu, Amiens, Saint J^/ tin- 
tin , Paonne , Ham , Arras , Chat e a u- Thicrri, and, at length, 
of R helms, which he held in the name of his fon Hugo, 
whom, by fraud and violence, he had procured to be elefted 
archbifhop, when but little more than five years of age ; 
but the king was no fooner in polTefiion of that place, than 
he promoted Artaud, who was a monk there, to be arch- 
bilhop of that fee, which hurt the count exceedingly 
Such were the miferies of thofe times, and fuch the diforders 
in church and Hate ! . * 

It has been before obferved, that Herbert had great cou- 
rage and capacity, though very little candour ; and, in the 
management of this war, tho' very unfuccefsful, he (hewed 
equal firmnefs and addrefs. He had his emillaries at the 
courts of the duke of Normandy , the duke of Aquitaine , the 
duke of Gafcony, and, in a word, of all the great lords who 
had done homage to Rodolph , who were continually whifper- 
ing, that their mailer waj the champion y>f the nobility of 
France , whofe title to their ellates lay in their polTclTion, and 
the power to maintain that poflfdlion; fince, if he was ©nee 
fubdued, they would foonfeel the power of the vi&or, who 
would not fail to chaftife and humble all of them in their 
turns c . By this means he derived fecret fbpplies^nd fuc- 
cours, which enabled him to continue the war as long as he 
did; and he nut only exprefled great fortitude in the continu- 
ance of it, but manned it in fuch a manner as kept up his 

b Flodoardi Chronicon. J* de Serres. Me 7 Iray. 
e Glab. Hill, fuiTemp. P. Daniel. d Aimcw, 
lih^ v. « Flod<mrdi ChroBif on. . P. Fauchbt. . j 
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reputation, both as ? great captain and a confummate ftatef- 
man ; fo that* on tMe whole, his chara&er was one of the 
moft Angular tharaands recorded in hiftory, a&at one and 
the fame time he 'was both detefted and efteemed. At length 
Rodolph blocked him up in Laon , which he furrendered up- 
on terms; and then, beginning to feel himfelf finking; and 
gradually lofing the fupports he had hitherto received, *he 
attempted, though without effeft, to reconcile himfelf to the 
king f . An accident extricated him from this dilemma. 

The Bulgarians , with a very formidable army, threatened 
both Germany and Frarfctv L'he two kings had a conference, 
at which fomc of the great lords aflifted, and amongft the 
reft Herbert , count of Vermandois . Henry took this oppor- 
tunity of reprefen ting to Rodolph, how injurious it was to the 
French nation to wafte their forces in thefe inteftine difputes t 
and having brought him to think in his way upon this 
head, a peace was concluded under his mediation, and Her- 
bert once more did homage to Rodolph for all his lands. 

The Hungarians were fo frighted by the league concluded 
at this interview, that they renounced their former defigns, 
and made an irruption into Italy g. Hugo , duke of France > 
who was in pofteffion of moft of the places taken from Her- 
bert, was very unwilling to part with them,* and upon this 
the war broke out again : but Rodolph , who was not a prince 
to be trifled with, declared roundly, that he meant the trea- 
ty fhould be fulfilled * upon which Hugo fubmitted, and the 
public tranquility was reftored ; his brother Bofon , who had 
feized the city of Dijon (fucli was the fpirit of mutiny in 
thofe days), dying of vexation foon after. The king him- 
felf did not furvive him long ; for, having ftruggled with 
difficulty through a dangerous diftemper in the autumn, he 
deceafed on the 15th of January , in the following year, at A.D.936 
Auxere, in the fourteenth year of his rei§n ; and leaving no 
iflue, the duchy of Burgundy fjll to his brother F^igh, fur- 
named the Black h . All writers agree tha # t Rodolph was one 
of the moft brave, generous, and prudent princes, who had 
reigned in that country, and who in better times would, 
without tpieftion, have carried the honour of the nation as 
high ft any of his predeccfTors ; but it was his misfortune to 
be continally involved in war, in which, though he was 

f Glab. Hifh’fui Temp. Cordemoy. Chalons. 

* Aimo'n, Hilh lib. v. DuTillet. LeGendre. h Flo- 
doardi Chronicon. Jib MS. Pfalterio Emm* Regin* apud 
Mabillon in Diplomat, lib. ii. cap. *6. 
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perfonally fortunate, the ftate felt the weight of every de- 
feat 4 (C). 

£\n integregnum followed on the dc^th of Rcdolfib, in 
which the old intrigues were revived. Hugo the White, fo 
called to diflinguilli him from Hugo the Black , duke of Bur- 
gundy, who had alio the furname oi Grand , from his power, 
and of VAbhe , or Abbot , from his holding four or five great 
abbies, in conjuiifHon with his duchy of France, had a pow- 
erful intereft, and was befidcs the lbn of a king k . But he 
was oppofed by Herbert , count of Vermundois , who, though 
he not able to raife himfelfy-^ad yet influence enough 
to hinder Hugo from mounting the throne. At this junc- 
ture, Aiicljliin , king of the liejt Saxons , fent ambufladors 
to Williatn , duke of Normandy , to in treat him to ref tore a 
nobleman whom he had ban idled to his favour, and to ufe 
his endeavours that the claim of his own, arid the duchefs of 
Frances nephew, ihould not be over-looked by the great 
lords of France . Indian: yielded to both requefls, and ap- 
plied him fell vigoioufly to duke Hugo, befceching him to 
confider how honourably he might gratify his ambition, by 
bellowing a crown, which he might find it very difficult to 

1 Aimon, Hill. lib. v. Mezeray. k Flodoardi 

Chronicon. 

(C) Some writers have con- 
founded this Rodolpb, king of 
France and duke of Burgundy , 
with Rodolpb , king of Burgundy , 
who was contemporary with 
him, and prefent at the confe- 
rence with Henry, king of Ger- 
many, This monarch Rodolpb 
made a very great figure when 
he whs only duke &f* Burgundy ; 
and out eft' that country he dreti 
the bc!l part of what was necef- 
fary for the maintenance of his 
court, as well as moll of the 
troDps that formed his army. 

After the death of Charles the 
Simple, he remained in quiet 
pofTeflion of fo much of the 
kingdom as had fubmitted to 
him j but in Aquitaine h* was 
never owned, as appears by 
' their dating their charters from 
the death of Charlts 9 adding, 


Chrift .eigning, and the king 
expefted. Some writers lpcak 
of a former wife, which Ro- 
dolpb had before he cfpoufcd 
Emma, the filler of duke Hugo ; 
but by her he had no illue : 
whereas by Emma , or, as fome 
call her, Emitia , he had a fon, 
whofc name was Lewis, and 
who, with his mother, died 
before him, as' did alfo his bro- 
ther Btfon, who was of the 
whole blood ; fo that he was 
fuccecded in his hereditary 
eftates by Httgues le ft oi re, i. e. 
Hugh the Black, who i&as but 
his half brother. This mon- 
arch died at Auxerre , in a 
manner which has been fome- 
times regarded as a judgment, 
fedic^lari mot bo, but which was, 
it feems, a difeafe not very 
unfrequeht in thofc days. 
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*eizc ; and Hugo, without much delay, embraced the propo- 
fol His concurrence removed all oblhcles, fc^that thcJno- 
bifity appointed * deputation, at the head of which was 
William archbilhop of Sens, to go over to the court of A the l - 
Jlan , and invite the dowager of Charles the Simple, and his 
and her foil Lewis, to return. Thefe deputies having done 
homage to the young king, returned with him to the court 
of France ; which put an end to the interregnum, when it 
had la lied five mofcihs m . * 

Lewis the fourth? fei named the Stranger, in French 
D'Outremcr, that is, from beyond the fea, landed at Boulogne, 
but without his mother; where he was met by Hugo, duke 
of France, and many of the nobility, who conduced him to 
Laon, and there the ceremony of his coronation was per- 
formed with great folemnity, on the 20th of June , by 
Artaud, archbilhop of Rhcims, in the prefence of twenty 
other prelates, and mod of the great lords. As the young, 
king was but in the feventeenth year of his age, and had , 
been bred up in England, it was prefumed that he could not 
be fufficiently acquainted with public affairs to direct 
them \vichont*afliftance; and therefore it was judged expe- 
dient to nffign him a tutor ; to which high employment 
Hugo, duke of France, was unanimoully called ". By his 
advice the young king marched with an army into Bur- 
gundy, againft Hugo* the Black, the brother of his prede- 
ceflbr, who had feized the town of Langres , and fufficiently 
difeovered an inclination to render himfelf independent. 
Upon the approach of the king the place was abandoned ; 
and the duke of Burgundy, plainly perceiving that he was in 
no condition to refill, fubmitted to di\ide his dominions with 
the other Hugo . The king, young as he was, di Hiked this 
meal'll re exceedingly, and declared that would not a 61 by 
the advice of (Juke Hugo any longer; which, if we confidcr 
his youth, his obligation tffhim for fettinp ljim on tnc throne, 
and the excellive power of that potent duke, was a very An- 
gular and brifle attempt °. Hugo refigned with a good 
grace, r<*zonciled himfelf immediately to Herbert , count of 
Vcrmmidois, Aid put him upon taking up arms; which he 
did, and foon after furprifed Laon, tho’ in the hands of 
duke Hugo . The king, upon this, found it neceffiary to ac- 
commodate matters with his old tutor ; by which public 
tranquility was reftored. But Levfts, perceiving that he had 

1 Aimon, lb. v. Chron. Breve. m Flodo. Chron. 

Gordem. Mezera^. t n Flouo. Chron. Aimon, lib. 
v. P. Fauchet, ?Gl*b. Hilt, fui tem. 
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little more than the title of king, invifcd over his mother 
Egiva ; and, having formed a good partyjamongft the lords, 
refolved to Emancipate himielf, coft whatsit would ; which, 
conlidering ho was fcarce twenty, and had already feen how 
great both the power and influence of Hugo was, muft cer- 
tainly appear a bold, if not a rafli undertaking; more efpe- 
ciaily if we remember how flender a domain, and how little 
authority, this monarch really had ; fo that it might be truly 
faid, there was in this difpute a great title on one fide, and 
over-grown power on the cither, the people being fqueezed 
between both p . 

A danter- Hugo, duke of France , was, beyond all controverfy, one 
eus civil im:i. ns well as one of the greateft lords, in 

nvar, France : he recalled the hmg out of policy, and very poffibly 
vMch might have no intention to depofe him : but' however he let 
continues no opportunity flip, either of curtailing that prince’s power, 
feveral or of augmenting his own. It was with this view that he 
years thro en tercd into a league with the duke of Normandy, the count 
were lufi Q f y erv:an d Q i Sf the count of Flanders , and other great lords, 
0 power. i eu ,j s like wife formed a league of fuch as were well- 

affe&ed to him, or were jealous of the power of duke Hugo . 
The chief of thefe was Hugo the Black , duke of Burgundy , 
Artaud \ archbifliop of Rbcims , the count of Poitiers , and 
one or two more. Soon after, Gilbert , duke of Lorrain, 
quitted the malecontents ; and detaching himfelf from Otho, 
king of Germany , whofe fifler he had married, called in the 
French monarch, who penetrated with his army as far as the 
Rhine ; but Hugo, duke of France , forefeeing that, if the 
king remained in quiet poffeflion of Lor rain, it would afford 
him a great acceflion of power, made fuch a diverflon as 
obliged the king to leave his new conquefts Soon after, 
Gilbert, duke of Lorrain , being beaten by the Germans , fell 
into a river in his flight, and was drowned ; upon which, in 
a convenient fpace, Lewis ef^oufod his widow Gerberg, the 
After of Gtho , king of Germany, tho’ fhe had already two 
children. The confederates, after amufing the king with a 
vain negotiation, attacked Rbcims ; and, having taken it, 
replaced Hugo, fon to the count de Vermanfais, and gave 
archbifliop Artaud fome abbies by way of equivalent. Being 
encouraged by this fuccefs, they next laid iiege to Laon, a city 
ftrong and well fortified, where the king kept his court, and 
indeed aimoft the only place that belonged to him. Lewis, 
being well affured the place would make a good defence, 

P Flod. Chron. Aimon, 1. v. P. Daniel. ^Glab. 
fui temporb. Flo4o, Chron. Cordemoy, 
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went into BurgundC ?o raife an army, with which he came 
time enough to favg it ; but had the misfortune to be after- 
wards beaten by tfl^m in battle, from whence he had mlch 
ado to efcape ? and retiring to prince Charles Conjlantine in 
Dauphiny , who was defeended from the kings of Provence , 
he received him with great refpecl, and promifed him all the 
afliftance in his power r . In the mean time the king appKed 
to Stephen the eighth, who fent a legate into the kingdom, 
with letters, rcquii jng the great lords to fubmit thcmfelves A.D.942. 
to the king, and put an # end to the troubles with which the 
kingdom was diftrafted. ’ Vtho , king of Germany , confented 
to a truce for two months, and, under the mediation of JVil « 

Ham duke of Normandy , a peace was concluded; by which an 
end was put to this civil war s . 

The tranquillity of France was not of any long continu- The ting 
ance; for the author of it, William duke of Normandy , being endea* 
bafely alTallinated, by the procurement of Arnold* count of vour f t9 
Flanders , and Herbert , count of Hermandois , dying about “ e P ricV€ 
the fame time, things wore quite a new face. Lewis had 
very juft rcafon to dillike that family, and this led him to N orjn a n - 
think of defpoiling them ; but befides, the children of the dy of his 
dcceafed count being very formidable, and living in ftrift domini- 
union with each other, they were protected by Hugo , duke of ons. 
France , with whom the king would not quarrel l . On the 
contrary, he was fo Ijent on gaining him to his intereft, that 
he not only confirmed to him, in the moft folemn manner, 
the county of Paris and the duchy of France , but likewife 
bellowed upon him the other moiety of the duchy of Bur- 
gundy, and thereby rendered him, beyond companion, more 
formidable than himfelf ; a thing fo contrary to the rules of 
policy, and to the difpofition of the king, that hiftorians are 
able to account for it no other wife, than by fuppoling he 
made him privy to his deiigns, and obt^ned his confent to 
them. If this was the tyith,#and there is great appearance 
it was fo, it does very little honour eithej fo the king or the 
duke ; for the defign of Isivis was to deprive Richard , the 
fon of duke William , then a child, of the country of Nor - 
mandg. 9 WijJi this view lie detached fome of the Norman 
lords from their duty on one fide, while the duke of France 
did the like on the other ; and then, under pretence of cor- 
re&ing thefc diforders, he went in perfon into Normandy 9 
and made his entry into Rouen , where he was received, with 

r Ft.oroardi Chroft. Luitprandt Chron. Aimon,1.v. 
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all poffible fubmiffion, by Bernard* the Dane, to whofe 
eye duke William had committed hii fon u . The king, 
feeing himfelf punftually obeyed in allythings, ventured to 
feize the person of the young prinpe, which excited a general 
infurre&ion ; and the king was intimidated thereby to fuch 
a degree, that he brought out the child to the populace, and 
alfured them he had no other intention than to breed him up 
as his own fun. Having thus put an end to the tumult, he 
received the homage of Richard publicly^ and made fuch pro- 
feflions of kindnefs to ibl child, tljat the Normans fuffered 
him to carry their young prince to Lacn. He had not been 
long there before the count of Flinders caufed it to be in- 
finuated to him, that, this young prince once removed, no- 
thing could hinder his reuniting that duchy to the crown \ 
Black as it was, the king was too much inclined to this ad- 
vice ; of which Ofman , who was governor to the duke, having 
notice, he bid the child feign himfelf lick ; and this creating 
fome confulion, and rendering thole about him lefs watchful, 
Ofman , in the difguife of a groom, bundled up the boy in a 
trufsofhay, and, clapping him on hisfhoulder, carried him 
to the {tables ; and, having mounted him on a fleet horfe, 
carried him to the caftle of Bernard, count of Sends, his 
uncle by the mother’s fide, who pofltively refilled to deliver 
him up either to the king or to the Normans *. 
j s crfrm In this conjuncture, Hugo, duke qf France, with fevcral 
reached by other great lords, interceded, on the bclulf of the young 
the Nor- prince, and laboured to engage the king to leave him in the 
quiet pofleffion ot his duchy. Lewis, on the other hand, 
fuggefted to Hugo, that, if he would confent to the execu- 
tion of his feheme, he lliould have part of the fpoil. This 
had its efleft ; the king, at the head of a body of troops, 
marched to Rouen, where he was received with the moft 
profound fubmilfiCm, and where Bernard the Dane, and 
his aflocittes, who had admiciftc^Ji the government, did not 
appear aveife to «he king’s project ; but teemed to lillen with 
faiisfadtipn to his promiles y . But duke Hugo entering with 
his forces into the country of Bayeaux , which was to be his 
by the agreement, Bernard the Dane , and # the* c^unt de 
Senlis, rcnrelcnted to the king, that the inhabitants of the 
yvhole duchy were willing to become his fubjefts, and there- 
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by prevailed upon jhim to fend an order to Hugo to retire ; 
which he obeyed deed, but with great difeontent z . Soon 
after Aigrol king df Denmark made a defeent tm the coall 
of NBrtn&nfa This priuce, being driven out of liis own 
dominions, had taken (belter there in the time of duke Wil- 
liam ; who having generouOy protected him, he now afted on 
behalf of his foil. Benia* J pretended to aft zealoully for* the 
king, till, the armies being near each other, He prevailed up- 
on him to confent Jo a conference; in which being betrayed, 
the French army was ftiddenly attacked, and, the Normans 
joining with the invaders, were totally routed, with the lofs 
of eighteen counts upon the fpot, the king himfelf being taken 
in the purfuit, and carried prifoner to Rouen \ He re- 
proached Bernard the Dane as the author of his misfor- 
tune ; who vewy calmly anfwered, that deceivers had no 
right to complain of deceit ; and that fulfilling the will of his 
dead, and being faithful to his living, mailer, he had nothing 
wherewith to reproach himfelf. But, complaints availing 
nothing, the king was forced to have rccourfe to intreaties *>. 

This queen Gerberg y in order to recover the king’s liberty, Relenfid 
applied hcifeif firft to her brother Gtho », who abfolutely rc- by the 
filled to intermeddle, being highly difplcafed with his bro- Nor- 
thcr-in-law’s condudf. Upon this fhe was conftrained to ad- mans » he 
drefs herfelf to duke Hugo ; who not only behaved towards ^ again 
her with great refp^ft, but entered very zealoufly into the ^ 

defign of procuring the king’s liberty ; which was efie&ed by * * 
a treaty with the Normans , upon condition that the former f 0 y Ce j t9 
grants of the duchy (hould be renewed and confirmed, not >7 -^ u p 
only by the king, but by all the bifhops and great lords of the'Laon. 
kingdom c . It was farther ftipulated, that two prelates, and 
one of the king’s children, fhould be given as hoftages for the 
due performance of the treaty ; cind all this being punctually 
executed, the Normans delivered Lewis^ut of his captivity 
into the hand? of the duk$ of 5 ranee. But he quickly found 
that this was only a change of prifons ; fc* Hugo kept him a 
full year, nor would he reftore him to freedom at laft, till the 
county and city of Laon were delivered up to him, as a re- 
\vardJfor the # troubie he had taken in this negotiation, which 
he granted to the count de Chartres ; and thus, at the iflhe of 
this difficult and dangerous affair, the king found himfelf in 

z Aimon, lib. v. Chroniques Normandie. Gulielm. 
Gemlticen*. a Flodo. (Jhron. Duo. Hilt. Norm. 1. ii. 
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w6rfe circumftances than ever d . He hall all the refentmcnt 
poflf ble again ft the dnke, but little or no Lower to make that 
refentment fie felt. He carried his complaints to England land 
to Germany ; and having prevailed upon his b-Vufcr-m-law 
Otbo to coufent to an interview, he offered, incafehe would 
ent£r into his views, to make a free ceflion of all his rights to 
the kingdom of terrain . That prince had other reafons, 
tho* that was the avowed motive, for accepting of the propo- 
rtion ; for duke Hugo, having given hia daughter Emma to 
Richard duke of Normandy , was beoome thereby formidable 
even to Otho himfelf; and, indeed, it was owing to the 
A.D.946. great ftrength of this potent lord, and to the methods he 
took to augment it daily, that king Lewis found himfelf in 
a condition to form a new alliance 

The kings Arnolo, count of Flanders , and Conrafl , king of Bur- 
r/’Ger- gundy, entered immediately into this league, and their forces, 
many and having joined thofe of the two kings, formed altogether a 
ljurgun- very numerous ^nd potent army; with which they threatened 
dy ajiii abfolute deftruftion to duke Hugo and the Normans f . The 
Lewis fi r ft p^rt of the ftorm fell upon the city of Rheims \ which 
archbifhop Hugo, foil to the deceafcd count T>f Vcrmnndois , 
auke Hu- ver y gallantly defended, but at length was forced to fubrnit, 
® 0, and to furrender at difcrction; and upon tins archbifhop 
Artaud was reftored. The two kings, Olho and Lewis, at- 
tempted next to reduce Senlis ; but the place being ftrong, and 
gallantly defended, they were obliged to raife the ficgc 
They ne^t entertained thoughts of attacking Paris , after 
ravaging all the dutchy of France ; but the count of Flanders 
perfuaded them that was impracticable, and, to gratify his 
private refentment, drew the confederate army into Nor- 
mandy, under pretence of furprifing Rouen. Finding this 
not to be done, they befieged it, and, what between the 
bad lie fs of the fealon, and the fatigue given them by a vi- < 
gorous remittance, they wcre*fo induced, that Otho called a 
council of his ov^it generals, to propofe the delivering up of 
the count of Flanders to the Normans , in order to obtain 
their perrniilion to make a retreat h . The council rejected 
this proceeding, of which count Arnold had a hint. tUpon 
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this, about' midnight, preceded by his baggage, his troops 
began to march, and the reft of the army, not having the 
leaft fufpicion of it, took it for a corps of Normtins advanc- 
ing to^rhesfili^f of the place ; and, decamping haftily,mad$ 
fuch a retreat afe differed little from a downright flight, the 
Normans falling into and cutting off the French in their reitr. 

The next year duke Hugo befieged Rheims , as the king Ad 
Mon ft reuil, both without effett ; upon which followed a A.D.947, 
truce. King Lewis Jiad alfo another interview with his bro- ^ 7 
ther-in-law Otbo , on tty; banks •of the river Kar, then 
eftccmed the boundary between France and Lorrain, as it 
anciently was between the kingdoms of Aujlrafia and Neu - 
Jlria \ 

The next year there was a council held at Verdun, m But, not* 
which Robert ardibifliop of Treves prefided, in order to de- witb- 
termine the perplexed caufe between Hugo and Artaud , each fitting 
of them claiming to be archbifliop of Rheims ; where Hugo *b*s,dukt 
was condemned for contumacy. The pope, however, fent **“8® 
a legate into Fiance, with inftruftions to call a general conn- * 
cil of the bifhops in that kingdom, and in Germany, to de- t f Jake 
termine not only this, but the more important difpute be- peace. 
tween the king and duke Hugo . This council was accord- A. D. 
ingly held at lngclheim , and the two kings, Otho and Lewis, 948. 
allifted thereat in per fon ; and intheendnotonlythearchbifhop 
Hugo, but alfo the cou^t of Chartres , and duke Hugo himfelf, 
were excommunicated : the king of Germany, having furnifhed 949. 
a considerable body of troops in fupport of the decrees of the 
council, took feveral places k . The next year the king fur- 
prifed Laon , but was not able to take the citadel ; which, at 
length, upon the clapping up of a peace at an interview be- 
tween the duke and duke Hugo for that purpofe, was fur- 
rendered into his hands. The king took the advantage of 9 $°* 
this fhort interval of peace to make a touAnto Aquitaine, in 
order to rcccivenhc homagg of *he great lords in tk)fe quar- 
ters, and to difpofe them, if poflible, to ^ greater degree of 
obedience than they had hitherto fliewn ; but, while he was 
thus employed, he met with two misfortunes ; the firft was, 
that th^ ftungofians made an irruption into Champagne, where 
they committed intolerable devaluations 1 ; and the other was 
the elopement of his mother, the queen dowager Egiva , 
whom, not without rcafon, he had confined at Laon, and 
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who, in his abfencc, making her efcape, efpoufed, tho* Hie 
was forty- five years of age, Herbertlxount of Troyes , a 
-younger foil of Herbert count of Vcrmandois , who had held 
her hufband and the king’s father fo many outr's in prifon, 
and was the principal author of thefe confufions and trou- 
bles : neither was he lefs refllefs than his father m . 

The quarrels between the two archbifhops, as well as 
thofe between the king and duke Hugo, were rather fuf- 
pended than cottipofed by the late hafh* peace; fo that they 
broke out again into frefti excuriiorc. The duke, however, 
who faw that nothing followed from thefe intefline wars but 
common dcftruflion, confented to leave all his claims in the 
hands of his confort, who was tlie queen’s filler; and Lewis 
readily following his example, the two princclles made a 
liable and fettled peace This left the ‘king at liberty to 
refume the affairs of Aquitaine, and to take other flcps for 
the maintenance of his authority, as well as for repreffing 
the Hungarians , who had pufhed their ravages as far as the 
country now called Picardy . But while he was thus em- 
ployed, as he was upon the road between Laon and Rheims , 
and had by chan.ce liar ted a wolf, as he was riding in full 
purfuit of the bead, his horfe Humbled and threw him ; by 
which he was bruifed all over in fo lamentable a manner, 
that it proved the occafion of his death, which happened on 
the 15th of Otlober , in the nineteenth year of his reign, and 
the thirty-third of his life 0 (D). He was interred at Rheims, 
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(D) It is jullly (loferved by 
the Ft encp hillorians, that th/; 
fumames of all k thc honfe of 
Charlemagne , from the deceafc 
of that emperor, were marks of 
contempt, this prince and his 
fon only excepted. We may, 
indeed, collect from the reign 
of Lewis the fourth, that he did 
not want either parts or cou- 
rage, tho\ at the beginning of 
it, he certainly wanted pru- 
dence. There is a llrange Itory 
concerning them, which feme 
writers, otherwise of credit, 
have copied, tho’ the bare" re- 


lation of it is diffident to fhew , 
it n fiditious, and at the fame 
time abfurd. The king, fay 
they, pretended to have re- 
ceived difpatchcs of great im- 
portance from his uncle Athel - 
Jlan, and, having fummoced his 
great lords together, told them, 
that the king defired to confult 
him as to the judgment that 
ought to be palled on a vaflal 5 
who, having invited his lord to 
his own houfe, had betrayed 
him. The count of German* 
dots , "poiuhis, rofe up and faid, 
buck a man, without doubt, 
ought 
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in the church of St. L&my, and was much regretted by his A 
fubjetts. Duke Hino, whofe pou er was greater than ever, 
might eafily have n?idc an advantage of this accident; bit 
idtheVjais jrittii e or his politics dictated a nobler conduft, fo' 
that, as foon% he received this news, he offered his fervicc 
to the queen dowager, and promifed to fee the crown jet 
upon the head of her eldcft foil, who was then in the four- 
teenth year of his age p . It is true that the late king had the 

p Flopo. Chron. Fauchet. *Du Tillet. Di/tl. Le 
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ought to be hanged. Lewis 
tried out immediately, Thou 
hall pronounced fentence on 
thyfelf, and ordered him to be 
taken to a mountain near Lacn 
(from thence, as they fay, called 
Jl hunt Herbert ), where ht* was 
hanged upon a gibbet. F l odour t 
the hiftorian, who was once his 
prifoncr, and hated him ever, 
is fo far from filing this, that 
he mentions his dying in his 
bed. Another hiftorian, whofe 
tdiimony is of the greateft 
weight, allures us, t^at the 
traitor Herbert , being feized 
with a violent ficknefs. was 
put in mind of the neceflity of 
repentance, in order to falva- 
tion ; and he thereupon cried 
out, There were twelve of us 
who confpircd againft Charles , 
there were twelve, there were 
twelve ; repeating thefe words 
till he expired.* Lewis l^d 
only one confort, Gcrbcrgb of 
Saxony, daughter of Henry king 
of Germany , and the lifter of the 
emperor Qtbo thefirft, by whom 
lie hadtfeven children ; Lot b air e, 
who fucceeded him ; Carloman , 
who died an heftage at Rouen ; 
Lr*wis, who likewifedied young; 
Charles , of whom we Ihajl have 
occaiion to fay a great deal ; 
Henry, his twin brother? who 
• died in his cr&He ; Mau,i, who 
married Conrttrfc'ih&firW, 'king 


of Burgundy, by whom fhe had 
Ccnrade the fecond, Rodolph the 
third, Bure bard, afchbiihop of 
Lyons , lit riba, who married 
the count of Blois, and Gtrberg , 
who manied the emperor Con* 
radc : the youngeft of this mo- 
narch’s children was Jltdrade , 
married to Rainauld, count of 
Rouci. At the time of this 
king’s death, he had but two 
fons furviving, Lotbaire and, 
Cbarlis . To the latter, con* 
trary to the cuftoms hithe: to in 
ufe, he gave nothing in parti- 
tion, either becaufe he was in 
his infancy, or, which is in- 
finitely a llrongcr and better 
reafon, becaufe he perceived 
that this pernicious cuftom had 
been one of the many caul’cs 
that had funk the crown fo low. 
but, whatever were his motives, 
his example^vas of fuch weight 
with his fucceffors, tllo’ not of 
the fame lii^fthat they follow- 
ed it fteadily ; fo that, from his 
time, we meet no more with 
divided territories or dominions, 
cantoned out, like a private pa- 
trimony, to gratify the private 
affections of the parent, con- 
trary to his duty as a prince, 
ofteg at the expcnce of the fa- 
mily for whofe fake it was 
done, but always $t the <?*• 
pence of the people. 
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precaution to caufe his fon to be falutad by the regal title in 
one of the laft aflemblies he held ; but this would have figni- 
fili little, Jince he had no army to fupport him, no trea- 
fure fufficient to raife one, and no territory in poffeflinp. com- 
parable, in any degree, to theeftates held by cluke ; who 
w^s, at this time, not inferior in credit v to the old mayors of 
the palace. 

Lothaire * N difcharge of the promifes he had made to the queen, 
is crowned H lt &° & rcat > as he was now commonly ftiled, came to 
king of Laon, attended by fever.al great lords* and prelates ; and, 
France, having conduced him from thence to Rbcims , caufed him to 
under the be there folemnly crowned by the archbiiliop Artaud. The 
protection icing, in recompence of this fervice, created him duke of 
of duke Aquitaine . This gives us fome light into the diilin&ion that 

Hu S°‘ is to be obferved in refpeft to perfons honoured with this 

title’. Some, tho* but few, prcfervcJ it°in right of the 
countries they held by defeent, fuch as the duke of Ga/cony ; 
but for the moft part it was a title, and very often no more 
than a title, implying, that the perfon who bore it was in- 
verted with the king’s authority, and was to be confidered as 
his lieutenant in the county to which it was referred. An in- 
ftancc will make this plain ; Hugo , of whom we are lpeak- 
ing, was count of Paris , and lord of many other places, 
in virtue of his defeent; we cannot fay by hereditary right, 
becaufe this was hitherto contefted by the crown ; but he 
held the title of duke of France , and alfo that of duke of 
Burgundy t by royal grants ; which titles the crown might at 
any time refume, if they were in a condition for exacting 
obedience r . But the tranfaftions of the fucceeding year will 
fet this matter in a yet clearer light. Lothaire refided, as his 
father had done, at Laon ; which was at leaft the moft con- 
fiderable domain that was left to the crown, and fo much 
the more valuably, as it was a ftrong place, in which they 
might f^fely refiae without fear of being jurprifed. The 
king had befidc^ fome other fmall eftates, and many royal 
houfes fcattered through his dominions, the revenues of which 
ferved to defray the expences of his court. When he had 
occafion for troops they were furnilhed him by his vafTals, 
that is, by fuch as were in a humour to furfiiih theft ; for, 
tho* they were alike bound to this fervicc, yet if they had any 
private or particular war of their own upon their hands, had 
entered into contrary engagements, or were not difpofed to 
obedience, they made x&y light of the. commands of a king, 
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who was not in a # condition to punifh their contempt of 
them. This was the cafe more efpecially of the great lords ; 
fuch as the counts of Paris , of Vcrmandois , of Flatufyrs, 
and ifever d^thers, who were each of them richer and more 
powerfuTTffl^ their mailer 8 . 

The next fpri wzHugo, duke of France , came wkh a Death of 
powerful army to uKn, in order to carry the young kin j in- duke Hu- 
to Aquitaine, to eflablifh him in his new dignity ; which go, and 
hitherto had beem pofTcired by the count of Poitiers, who cof7 A“ 
oppofed him, in lonjunttion wjth many of the nobility. <l urrices 
Hugo thereupon laid ctefc fiege to the place, and made him- a *J tn & 
felf mailer of a fortrefs that was built to cover it; but find--'^ 1 
ing the city made a Itronger refillancc than he expefted, and the kin*- 
being intimidated by a clap of thunder that broke over his dom. * 
tent, he thought fit, at the end of two months, to raife the 
fiege l . The Aunt of Poitiers intended', Vith his new-raifed 
forces, to attack him in his retreat ; of which Hugo having 
intelligence, (hewed his military (kill indifpolinghis troops in 
order of battle, and advancing to meet him. The difpute 
was Iliort and bloody ; but in the end the count was bear, 
and made his efcapc with great difficulty u . The next year g 
this great maif died, who, without wearing the crown, had ‘ 
for the bed part of his life held the fupreme power in France , 
being the Ion, and, as it afterwards proved, the father, 
of a king, and brother-in-law to three kings w (E). He left 
* his 

* Le Gend. Dupl. BouLANviLr 1 Flodo. Chron. ’ 

Du Tillet. Mezeray. u Aimon, 1. v. P. Fauchet. 

P. Daniel. w Guliel. Gemeticens, lib. iv. Flodo. 

Chron. P. Fauchet. 

(E) The courage and con- (lain, as fome afTert,by thchand 
dud of duke Hugo, joined to his of Charley* the Simple ; but his 
hereditary eftaJes audilluftfjious fon, notwithllandirg, obtained 
deicent, naturally gave him, the vidor^# This* duke was 
more efpecially confidering the likewife the nephew of Fades . 
limes in which he lived, that or O/ho, king or regent of 
extenfiw influence, of which France , in the minority of 
the reader hat leen fo many in- Charles the Simple* Both thefe 
fiances in the text. He was kings, Eudes and Robert , were 
the fon of king Robtrt , who, the ions of Robert le Fort, count 
while he held the inferior title of Anjou and duke of Frana , 
of duke, is allowed to have unfler the reign of Charles the 
fixed the Normans in France ; Bald ; who, as fome fay, ef- 
for which reafon the pfinces of poufed his filler. Higher than 
that line had always a great af- this the genealogy, cannot be 
fieition for his family, die was traacd with certainty. Co- 
temporary 
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his eldeft fon Hugh Capet efpecially f recortim ended to th^ 
care of Richard diikcof Normandy , as he Was then but fix- 

teen 

temporary writers* indeed, fay, married his a* V/* find they 
tha' this Robert was a man of were coufrn jjermains before by 
greft quality, and v6ry noble the motner's fide ; the counts 
by his birth, the luftre of which, of Chartres and Angoulrfme were 
it feenis, made it unncccfiary likewise his coufins. The great 
for them to be more particular ; influence Aiiting from thefe 
and this has plunged their lac- connexions he maintained and 
ceflors into the greatefl in- augmented by his marriages ; 
certainty. Some will have this his firll confort was Judith , 
Robert to have been of a Saxon faid to be the grand-daughter, 
family, and others of an Italian, by the mother's fide, oi Charles 
.An attempt has been made to the Bald. His fecond was Etbc- 
trace his genealogy from Clo - linda, the daughter of Edward 
dian, and confequently from the cider, and filler to t Athel- 
Tharamond ; but, with much ftan , king of the Weft Saxons . 
greater probability, he is reck- J3y neither of thefe had he any 
oned by many to have defeend- iffue. He therefore cfpoufedt 
cdfrom Childebrand , the young- Hadwiget, or Avow, of Saxony, 
cr brother of Charles Martel . daughter to He/fry the Fowler, 
The truth of the matter is, that, king o (Germany, filler to the 
after his fon Hugh Capet was emperor 0/ bo the Great, and to 
placed upon the throne, it was Gerber* queen of France. He 
thought a point of confequence had by her Hugh Capet, Othoi 
to do all pofiible honour to Eudes , a'.ul H> ?:ry, fucceflivriy 
a line that, in reality, iloed in dukes of Burgundy, and two 
no need of fuch inventions, as daughters, Beatrix, who ef- 
being in itfelf, and bevond all pouied Frederick duke of the 
contradiction, fufficientiy r.oblc. Upper Lor rain, and Emma, who 
For wliether this duke Hugo became the wi»c of Richard the 
did fpring, or did not fpring, firil, duke of Nirmandy. Nor 
from the broth :r of Charles was he Jefsconfidcrable in point 
Martel, or whether Jus grand- of property ; for, befides the 
mother was or was not the duchy of Burgundy, pare of 
daughter <$f Lewis the Deban-* which, as far as the Saonne, he 
vaire, it is very certain, that he claimed by defeent i he held 
was, by his mother, defeended alfo the duchy of Fiame, which, 
from Charlemagne, lince (he was bclides the two great cities of 
the daughter of Herbert, the Paris artd Orleans, tom pro - 
f.rft count of Vennandois, the headed the counties of Gafti* 
fon of Pepin, the Ion of Ber- nets, Chartres , Perchc, Blots , 
nard king of Italy, who was the Fours, Arjou , and Maine, to- 
grandfon of that monarch. He gether with the lands of So - 
was alfo grsat in point ofcal- logne, at leall as much of theni 
lianccs ; king Rodolph was his as lay in the Orleanois. By this 
brother-in law; the potent and means nc had a great many 
rclllefs count of Verman 'ds noblemen who held immediately 
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teen yfears of age, and his other three fons were in their in- ■ 
fancy, "and under the tutelage of their mother, who was^i 
fifteftto the^ecn dowager* This did not hinder great dis- 
putes betwidn^em, which might have been attended with 
untoward confcqdkncqs f if it had* not been for the influcnle A.D-9J5, 
of Brum , archbiftiop of Cologne , brother to both thefe prm- 
ceffes, and uncle as well to the children of the duke of 
France as to the king x . 

This great prelate was intrufled by his brother, the cm- King Lo- 
peror, With almoft fovefeign power in Lorrain ; and that he thane, 
might have a title fuitable to his dignity, that of archduke failing in 
was devifed in his favour* which is the firft time that we fe:vo conm 
meet with any mention of this honour. It was by his in flu .ffir&u** 
ence over the children of duke Hugo , that the two ciddl, 
as foon as they hid attained to proper age, went to the court bm * ma * es 
of Lot h air c, and did homage for their lands ; which was fo 
acceptable to the monarch, that he bellowed on Hugh, the eld- If K T or- 

piafluVf 

A.D.959; 

could ; and intifled the younger, Henry , duke of Burgundy, 
in hopes of attaching them to his intereil In this, perhaps, 
he afted wifely; but his conduft towards the duke of Nor- 
mandy does not deferve the like commendation. Arnold, , 
count of Flanders , anfl his fon Baldwin , Tbibaut , furnnmed 
the Trickjlcr , count of Chartres., and Geoffrey , count of 
Anjou , perfuaded him to made a fcandalous attempt upon 
the perfon of duke Richard, by inviting him to a conference, 
where he was to ‘have been feized, that the king might have 
an opportunity of reannexing that noble province to the 
crown ; into which fnare the duke had certainly fallen, if it 
had not been for two knights belonging^ to the count de 
*^£bartres. They^ meeting him upon the road, informed him 
of what was intended agaitlft him, and gavq him an oppor- 
tunity of retiring in time ; for which he was fo grateful as to 
reward the one with his fword, and the other With the gold 

* Fh>do« Gwon. Dud. Hift. Norm. lib. iii. Boul anvil. 

T Aimon, 1. v. P. Fauchet. Chroniques de Normandie. 

of him, and not of the crown ; and a few country places that 
fo that we need not wonder ferved them for fubfiltence, had 
that he was capable of main- in reality nothing that they 
taining himfelf againft %ion- could, properly fpeafcing, call 
archs, who, except the towns their own. 
of Laon, Soiffons , and La tyre, 


eit, arccrwarcis lurnamea uapet, tne uucoruukcot tne tranks, 
which his father had enjoyed, as alfo the couuty of Poitiers ; that 
is, he gave him leave to get into poffeifion of it as foon as he 
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chain which he wore. The king, finding the plot had mif- 
canicd, difa vowed it in very high terms, fummoned the 
auke to do him homage, and laid a new fc heme for furp/ifing 
him- Hut Rickard took fuch precautions, -- this alio 
Riled ; and Lothairc and his confederate*., perceiving that 
nothing could fce done by fraud, hacPrararfe to force, and 
invaded his dominions, but with no great fuccefs. In the 
courfe of the war, however, the duke of Normandy found 
himfeif fo much prclTcd, that he was amftrained to fend for 
fuccours to Denmark ; which brought a fleet and army of’ 
pagans into France , who committed moll: grievous ravages $ 
which fo irritated the clergy againft the count de Chartr&$ 
who was confidered as the author of thefe difturbances, thafr 
they threatened him with excommunication, and endeavomed 
to negotiate a peace with duke Ruhanl > \fithout alking the 
king’s conlent z . 

Peace eon- The count, however,, was before-hand with them. He 
eluded fent privately to duke Richard, offering to come to Rouen 
<ivifb the upon a fafe conduct from him ; which, having once obtained. 
Nor- he readily performed, and propoling to reftore Evreux , 

mans, ^ which the king had taken and bellowed upon him, a peace 
the hugs was Ycry fpcedily concluded, and not long after all points in 
marriage jifpute with the king were like wife adjufted ; yet thefe* 
VicaT * treaties did not produce immediately that tranquility which 
might have been expedted from them. „ The Normans , lately 
armed from Denmark , formed a confiderable body of 
troops, and had a great navy upon the coaft, ready to at- 
tend their motions. They totally difapproved this conduft 
in duke Richard ; affirming that they did not come into 
France purely for his fervice, but alfo for their own, and in 
order to carve out for thcmfelves a fcttlcment by force of 
arms. The duke made ufe of fair words to pacify them, and 
at length brought them to agree to leave behind fuch as we££ 
difpofed^o embrace the Chfiftianvreligion, for whom he was 
in an ample mk*ner to provide ; and that the reft, before 
their return home, fhould each of them receive a confiderable 
fum of money, in compenfation of that plunder which they 
might otherwife have made. Thus both thf? kingdom and 
the duchy were ftripped of a vaft fum, in order to get rid of 
thefe troublefome invaders *. . 

This war was no fooner extinguifhed, than there broke 
out another againft thqjoung count of Flanders , grandfon 

* Dud. Hift. Norm. 1, iii. Guli?l. Gemeticens. Chro- 
niques dc Normandie. a Flodo. Chron. Aimon, 1. v'. 

Dud* Kift. Norm. 1. ift* 1 ' 
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to Arnold, from whom the king was defirous of taking apart 
of hi9 lands. The duke of France , Hugh Cafaet, and this 
brethren, «j|ho were fucceffivdy dukes of Burgundy, a (Tided 
the king pci^r fully in his expeditions, by which he held 
himfelf much "\bliged. At lengrh, by the ”intcrpofilon 
of the duke of%V ormandy, when much blood had lien 
(lied on both Tides, peace was made, and the young count 
of Flanders received all the places of which he had been 
fpoiled b * The king, to Ihrengthpi himfelf, as well as tofe- 
cure the fucceflion* %fpoufed Emma , the daughter of 
Lothaire, king of Italy , and gave his fitter Matilda to 
Conrade , king of Burgundy , and took other Heps for 
reviving and fuftaining the houfc of Charlemagne ; tho* thefe A.D.970; 
endeavours, as wefhall fee hereafter, proved but inefFe&nal, 
notwithftanding that at this time his power was far fuperior 
to that which either his father or his grand-father had en- 
joyed, the dukes of France and Burgundy adhering as 
lleadily to him as their anceftors had been obftinate in dif- 
treffing his predecefTors c . 

The kingdom remained in quiet, and Lot hair e, by a pru- Otho the 
dent management of the prerogatives dill left in the crown, J'ecorid 
found means to augment his own authority, and to diminilh^" the 
the power of the nobility, by involving them in wars with duchy of 
each other; and, w r hen they were fufficiently weakened, afting^ ralr ' 
as a mediator. In pfcctfs of time an opportunity feemed to ^ y 0 _ C * 
offer for extending this fort of policy beyond the bounds of t j jer - 
France , and Lothaire was refolved not to let it flip d . Thej^othaire* 
country of Lorrain had been long in difpute between the 
kings of France and Germany ; th^ lords, who were in 
actual poflcffion of this great country, were more inclined to 
pay their homage (and that was all they were meant to pay 
to any monarch), to the defendants of (^\irlc?nagne than to 
the kings of Germany, and fincc the death of the archduke 
Bruno, and of his brother the emperor Otko, thdty thought 
themfelves much more at liberty to difedver their affb&ions 
than before. Lothaire was very willing to encourage this, 
as he inherited from his mother very confiderable ellates in 
that «ountry^ and, that thefe might the better anfwer his 
purpofe, he refigned them to his brother Charles , who, by 
efpoufing the caufe of every turbulent lord in Lorrain, and 
fetting up for the protestor of thofe who had been depilved 
of their eftates by the archduke Bruno , threw Lorrain into 

b Guliei:m. Gemft* lib iv. Flodo. Chron. Dun* Hill. 

Morm. lib. iii . c Flodo. Chron. Glab. Hill, fui temp. 

Aimon, 1. v. • d Glab. Hift. fti temporis. Siceber rt 
Chron. P. Fauchet. # 
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confufion, and paved the way for effe&ing what his brother 
dlfired e . zOtho the fecond, who had many troublefomc 
affairs upon his hands, difcerned very clearly th^ purposes of 
both the brothers ; who notwithftanding Ir.a been far lefs 
fcrmidable enemies, if, in all their attei/pts, they had not 
b&n abetted by Hugh Capet ; and to mak’i himfelf eafy, and 
to difappoint them, Otho offered the dnchy of the lower 
Lorrain to Charles , on no harder coalitions than that of 
doing him homage ; which he readily accepted, to the irre- 
trievable injury of his brother’s affairs; for by this the point 
in difputc, that is, the homage for Lorrain , was given up to 
Gtboy and the French looked upon the honour of the crown 
to be fo much affe&ed thereby, that their indignation to 
Charles grew to fuch a height as could never be appeafed f . 
A circumftance which, however unreafonable, is notwith- 
ftanding very inftruttivc. 

The king Loth ai re, exceedingly provoked at this refined fpecimen 
makes of policy, by which the benefit conferred upon his brother 
war with reflected fuch dilcredit upon himfelf, refolved to vindicate 
fuccefsy h] s claim to Lorrain by arms. In purfuance of this project, 
but lofes w hich was equally acceptable to the nobility'and the nation, 
the ad- he marched with a numerous army to Metz, the gates of 
‘hTlad were opened on his firft appearance ; and, having re- 

gaineclby ceiv ed the homage of many of the nobility, he profccuted 
a treaty. his defign, and marched with all porfible expedition to Aix 
la Chabclle, where Otho kept his court in all manner of fecu- 

a.d. 97 s. 

rity, and where he was fo near being furprifed, that he left 
his dinner juft as it was placed upon the table. Lot hair e 
plundered the palace of all his rich moveables, fpoiled all the 
adjacent country, and returned home 5 . Otho, breathing 
nothing but revenge for fuch an affront, entered France in 
the autumn with army of fixty thoufand men, and ad- 
vanced ajfar as the gates o£ Farit, wafting, all the country- - 
before him with«fjre and fword. *But when he came to re- 
tire, Hugh Capet , and Geoffrey count of Anjou, followed 
him with a cbnfidcrable body of troops, harrafled his forces 
exceedingly, and cut off fuch numbers in their puffing the 
river Aifme, that the ftream, being choaked with dead bodies, 
overflowed the adjacent country 11 . The next year Otho 
came to Rherns , and concluded a peace with king Lothaire, 
by which he was left in polfeffion of Lorrain ; but, as the 

• Flodo. Chron, Chron. Nangii. J*. Daniel. f Aimon, 

1. v. Sigeberti Chronicon. Le Gendre. « Glab. 

Hift. fui temporis. Chrog. Nancii. Qordsmoy. h Ajmon, 

L v . Sigeberti Chron. DubTulet. 
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Ffcnch authors fay, v^gs content to hold as fief of the rown 
of France . Howeyer that might be, this is very c -tain, 
that the French lords were highly difpleafed *■» i*h t!»i . -eaiy. 
which altered the opinion they had hitherto entertained^' 
their king^tjd brought them to look upon him in very 
near the fame they had done his brother ; who, in (laid 
of embracing thisLpportunity, as he might have done, of re- 
trieving the falfe lrep he had made, ran into a dill greater, 
by attaching himfelf more clofely than ever .to the intereds 
of Otho 9 and thereby heightening that didade which the 
French nobility had conceived againd him, that role but too ^*^.980. 
high already l . So natural it is, when one has once trod 
awry, to proceed in the fame road. 

Otho dying about four years after in Italy , Lot hair e *Fh? death 
undertook the defence of his fon, Otho the third, ag^nd r fLo- 
Henry duke of Bavaria, who laboured to deprive him of the fh:,Iie » 
kingdom of Germany . This gave the French monarch an ^ 
opportunity of making a frefh irruption into Lorrabi , v.liere^ 7 ,^^ 
he became mailer of Verdun ; it appears alfo, that he made 
an attempt upon the city of Cambray , in which he mifear- ^ /";] * 
ried, through the oppofition given him by his brother Charles, ' ^uceit* 
who was in arms on the fide of the Germans k . This 
rivetted the averfion of the French againd that prince, who 
otherwife had both merit and valour. As for the king, the 
prudente and fpirit he (hewed in the latter part of his reign 
had reftored his credit in a great degree, and brought the 
great lords in his dominions to treat him with the refpeft due 
to their fovereign, and to acquiefce in his aflbeiating his fon 
Lewis in the government. But at the time when his affairs 
were in the bed pofture, and when he was mod capable of 
turning things to his own advantage, and to that of his fa- 
mily; he was unfortunately removed by death ; which hap- 
pened at Rheims on the fecond of March, in the forty- fix th ^55^ 
year of his age, and in the thirty-fecondrof his reign 1 (F). 

# - • • • There 

• • 

* Adem. Chron. Chron. Nang. Dupl. k Glab. Hift. 
fuitemporis. Cordem. P. Daniel. 1 ATmon hift. 1 . v. 

Dupl. «Mezer. Le Gend. Chalons. 

• • 

(F) It is very difficult to col- memoirs. Mezeray fays of this 
left the character of this king prince, that he was brave, ac- 
Lothaire from the writers of tive, and very attentive to his 
chronicles, and the old hilto- affairs; adding, that, as he was 
rians of France , as appears from a frince of great virtues he 
the different judgments*paffed deferved to live in better times, 
thereon by the moderns, after The count de Bovlain'viHiers 
reading and reflecting on theft fays,, that he was aftive and 

S 3 war- 
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There were fome fufpicions of his being poifoned by the 
queen ; which were countenanced by his brother Charles 
df.ke of l or rain, who loft no opportunity of fpreading 
reports to the prejudice of that prince's repletion. But 
there is a letter of the queen's yet preferve/% addrefled to 
thl- emprefs dowager, her mother, whicl£i’eems to deftroy 
this ltory entirely ; for fhe therein dqprefles fo high 
an efteem and fo tender an affe&ion for tl*c perfon of the de- 
ceafed king m f that it is very difficult to ^believe a princcfs of 
her birth could be capable of fo vile an attion, or that, with 
fo much good feufe as that letter fhe<vs (he had, fhe ffiould be 
fo deep a diflembler. 

Shcrt Lewis the fifth, upon whom fome writers beftow the 
rnni and opprobrious name of Faineant , was, at ihe time of his fa- 
faJ uul if ther’s deceafe, in the nineteenth year of his age, and, as the 
Lewis \ . writers of thofe times fay, committed by his father, in 
to * his la ft moments, to the care of Hugh Capet , who had 
ferved him faithfully during his whole reign. With his 
a ®^ ancc fuccecded without any difficulty, and the nobi- 
Charle- lity renewed their oaths of fidelity. His fhort reign was a 
continual feene of tumult and trouble. He quarrelled im- 
mediately with the queen dowager ; and upon fome differ- 
ence with the archbiihop of RUims , who was a Lorraincr 
by birth, furprifed chat city, not without confidcrable effufion 
of blood : he alfo dialed the biffiop of Lam out of the king- 
dom, whom he reproached with bein^f'his mother’s gallant n . 
That princefs v, as fupported by the German court, and Otho 
the third was on the very point of declaring war againfl the 
monarch of France , when Beatrix , the lifter of Hugh Capet } 
pnd the confort or Frederick of Hlface, duke of Upper Lor - 

* In codicc Gerberti, epilh 75. » Aimon, lib. v. 

Cordem. 1\ Daniel. 

warlike, jjKit, at the fame time, 
peifuliou-, as all the princes of 
iii.il age were. I n feality, what 
feemed ro he* the greateft er- 
rors in this monarch’s admiui- 
flrati n, flawed from the vaft 
difpiopordon between his parts 
and hi.i ji.yiver. His ambition 
waj giy it, and his means were 
Jitdc. He acted however with 
more p-uder.cp than his father, 
he kept the dukes of 
fr~>:cc always or. his fide, and 
fpeh a i-enfcdpncp 


that hq went tc Paris , and wtfs 
highly feafted there. He form- 
ed great defigns, and went as 
far as it was pofliblc for him to 
go in the execution tff them ; 
but when he found this imprac- 
ticable, as he frequently did, 
he was apt to make fhort turn?, 
vyhence he came to be thought 
inconllant. He was generous, 
or rather profufe, for he gave 
like tkc old monarchs of his 
houfc, without reflecting on the 
icdfltipefs of his revenues. 
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rain, Interpofed ; ancl •coming to pay that prince a vifit at 
Compiegne , prevailed upon him to go to Mont fam on ; 
where, in a conference, at which was prefen t the^ueen ne- 
ther, Cbarlfi\\vikt of Lor min, the king’s uncle, Henry duke 
of Lor rain, atr^the emprefs dowager, all things were for the 
prefent adjufled \ It is highly probable this pacification 
would have beenipf no long continuance, if the king ltd 
lived ; but it is allowed, that the queen Ins wife did for him 
what the duke of 1 .or rain charged the queen dowager with 
doing for his father ; that i*, (he ppifoned him, when he had 
reigned a year and twoTnoaths (G). Some writers fiiy, that 
he died on the a 2 d of June* ; but this is not certain, anymore 
than that he bequeathed the crown to Hugh Capet, as a 

° Adem. Chron. P. Pauciiet. p Cordem. IvIezer. 


(G) It is ag r ecd on all hinds, 
that this Liwh V. was but a 
weak young prince. In his 
father’s life- time he married a 
lady, whole name, fome fay, 
was Conjiar.cc, and that (he was 
thedaughter of William, count 
of Arles ; but the bell part of 
the French hiftorians call her 
Blanche, and affirm that file was 
the daughter of fome great lord 
in Jlqmtaine , which ?s moil 
likely to be true. An old wri- 
ter fays, that king Lot hat re 
created his fon Lewis, in his 
life- t«me, king of Jquitaine, 
which it is not at all impoffible 
might be true; at lcafl it is cer- 
tain, that Lewis and his new- 
married queen went thither, 
where, itisfaij, flic left him, 
and returned to her family, •and 
that upon this Lot hair e went 
and brought them back. * His 
mother^ queen Emma, was for 
earring hin^ to the court of 
Germany , but Lewis did not at 
all relifh that proportion : on 
the contrary, he drove out the 
biffiop of Laon , who, accord- 
ing to common fame, was her 
gallant, in which the Juke of 
France did not inter pofe, tho’ 
that biffiop had be^n formerly 


his friend. Charles, duke of 
Lorrair., laboured to inflame the 
mind of his nephew againil 
this princefs, whom he openly 
charged with adultery and mur- 
der : on the other hand, the 
partizans of .the queen-mother 
inlinuatcd, that Charles held in- 
trigues in the kingdom that 
were prejudicial to the interefts 
of the king, and diihonourable 
to the royal family. Some 
aferibe the moderation of the 
duke of France to a lecret de- 
fign of transferring the crown 
fi om the head of the young king 
to his own ; but there is nothing 
in his condud, or in that of his 
filler, which can juftify this 
charge. home fay that Lewis 
bequeathed his kingdom to that 
‘lord, upon condition that he 
married tlte* queen. It is net 
impoflible that J^oth this, and 
the flory of her poifoning him, 
might be contrived by Charles 
of Lorrain, or his friends, to 
render queen Blanche and the 
duke of France odious; but it 
is very certain that Hugh Capet 
di* not marry her, or pretend 
to the crown in right of the 
king’s defignatioiu 

S 4 * perfos 
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perfon to whom he had been more pbliged than to any of 
his own family. If \vc could believe him fo weak a prince, 
this would be the more probable, fmce it is certain that 
Skjgb Cap# had almoft the entire direction of jfljairs during 
his reign, and enabled him to aft in themannf/'he did. Be 
that as it will ; this prince was the 3 aft of thrf'houfe of Cbarle - 
vrigne, whence fome have fancied, that pc name of Lewis 
was ominous to that family, the laft emperor of that houfe 
being Lewis the fecond, the laft king of permany Lewis the 
third, and the laft monarch of France Jsewis the fifth ; but 
thefe are fancies unworthy of credit,* and which ought never 
to be mentioned with any other view than to be expofed. 
Bolides the line did not really extinguifti in him; for his 
TstkIc Charles duke of Lorrain was clearly the heir male, and 
as fuch Claimed the crown of France , and died in ftruggling 
for it, as we fnall fee in the next feftion. # This family pof- 
felFed the throne between two hundred and thirty and two 
hundred and forty years (H). SECT, 

(H) We find in Metteray an occafion from thence to turn 
enumeration of thecaufes which the eftates, given for thrir fub- 
brouglit about the gradual de- fillence, into fo many principa- 
cler.fion, and at length the to- lities. 6. Tht facrileges com- 
tal exclulion, of the line of mitted by thefe princes, if the 
Charlemagne \ and as thde have ecclcfiaftics are to be believed, 
been approved and copied by in rewarding their courtiers and 
the count of BculaunjiUierst it captainj with the poflelfioas of 
cannot be amifs to prelent them the church. 7. This tree not 
to the reader's view. They bearing good fruit, fays that 
are thefe: 1. The divifion of hiftorian, God was pleafed to 
the empire into feveral king- remove it, in order to make 
doms.which was neceffarily fol- way for another, infinitely finer 
lowed by difcord and civil war and more fertile, which, in its 
amongtt their brethren. 2. The duration, (hall extend to lateft 
unrealonable aftbftion of Lewis ages, and (hall fpread its glory 
If D:bomiair>\ for tyis favourite to the ends of the earth. This 
fon Charles the Bald. 3. Thq is a prptty bold ftroke for an 
iinb^ciiit^ofthe^eateftpartof author, who difclaims flattery 
thefe princes, thefc not being upon all occafions. But may 
above four five, amongft a we not add, that the principal 
great number, who had fenfe and unavoidable caute of the 
and courage joined together, fall of this htufe, was the 
4* The ravages of the Normans , too great extent of that em- 
who, by deiolating France for pire, raifed by the virtue and 
fourfeore years together, at- valour of Charles the Great ? 
forded the great lords an op- It is true, that he framed the 
portunity of rendering tUfem- beft and moft prudent fcheme 
fid ves independent, 5. The that ceuld poflibly be contrived 
many neural children 0 i Cbarle- for preferving his dominions to 
whgfi; defeendan^ took his family* by ere&ing differ- 
ent 
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ST hi Reigns of Hugh Capet, Robert, Henry I. 

Philip Lewis VI, furnamed the Fat, tewis ViL 
the Young. Philip Auguftus, Lewis VIII. Lewis 
IX. Philijvfehe Hardy, Philip the Fair, Lewis 
Hutin, PhilijL the Long, or the Tall, and Chancs 
the Fair. ’ \ 

, T , HE character of Hugh Capet , m and his manner of coming AcceJJkn 
-** to the crown, appear in very different lights in the of Hugh 
works of French hiftorians. Some labour to extenuate his Capet, 
conduft with regard to the duke of Lor rain \ andfome, out ond means 
of a zeal to what they efteem the right of fucceflion, treat his y which 
acceffion to the crown as a flagrant ufurpation. As we have 
no authority to decide, we think it imprudent to enter at all fc ns j om 
into this queftion, farther than to obferve, that the third * 
race of French kings fupplanted the fecond, as the fecond did 
the firfl ; and that there was a great refemblance in the tem- 
per and manners of Hugh Capet with thofe of Pepin the 
Short . It feems that' Hugh Capet had taken his meafures 
early and effedltially, fince in a few days he caufed himfelf to 
be proclaimed king at Nojon, and was folemnly crowned at 
Rheims , by the archbifhop of that fee, on the third of July *. 


• Chron. Centul^ife. Ai 

«nt kingdoms, and leaving the 
people to the enjoyment of their 
own laws and c adorns ; but 
Providence fet this afide, in a 
great meafure, in his life-time ; 
and the weight proving too 
heavy for his ion's ihoulders, he 
was reputed a weak man, not 
fo much through his own want 
of abilities, as hecaufrhe was 
not equal to Charlemagne . The 
very form of government which 
he inftituted, tho' perfectly wife 
and prudent in itfelf, and if not 
the oMy one, tit lead the bed, 
that could be framed for fo vaft 
a dominion, made way, not- 
withftanding, for all the incon- 
veniences that followed. The 
maxim of that emperor to make 
a deliberate choice, and then 
not to change the miniders he 
employed, gave thfc governors 


mon, 1 . v. LeGendre. 

of provinces an opportunity to 
edabliih family interefts in them, 
to make fuch alliances, and to 
form fuch connexions, as hisfuc- 
cefiors had it not in their power 
to remove, and, from the cir- 
cumdancesof their affairs, found 
it frequency their intered to 
promote. Thus, by degrees, 
•the conditution waff changed, 
not in Fran r/ only, but in G*r- 
many and Italy , jind the red of 
the countries pofTefled by the 
defeendants of Charlemagne » 
When thefe princes were extin- 
gu idled, or unable to maintain 
themfelves, the fupreme power 
became fubjeX to eledtion ; and 
ttiiv the new conditution be- 
came more thoroughly fixed, as 
appears from the date in which 
we find this kingdom at the ex- 
tinftiftn of the Carlovingian race, 
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It is obferved that this was done withcut any oppofition, and 
that nobody ftirred on behalf of the Jate king’s uncle Charles, 
laft furviving prince of the race of Charlemagne . In this 
there is nothing extraordinary, nor can any tlugg be con- 
cluded fiom it. Thofe who weie in the inte^eft of the new 
kiiig afiifted at his coronation ; but there ijvere many great 
lofds who did not approve this meafure, vjao for this reafon 
did not ailift at it *, and many more becuu//; they had not time 
to learn the news of Lewis's death, muchtefs to fettle in their 
own minds what party th^y lliould take upon this occafion c . 
As for the king, he brought more ftr«Fngth to the crown than 
he received from it, iince the duchy of France , the counties 
of Paris and Orleans were in bin own hands, the rich duchy 
of Burgundy in thofe of hi;, brother Henry, and his brother- 
in-law, the duke of Normandy, clofely attached to his in- 
A'P 9S7. terc ^ d * -Bel ides, the queen dowager Emnfii, if not out of 
regard to him, yet in hatred to Charles, threw what weight 
file had into the fcule ; and the intereft of his own queen 
Adelaide, who was a princefs of high birth and admirable 
qualities, added not a little to his fccurity c . Befides, as we 
obferved, his competitor was very ill beloved. 

Thdkhcof Charles of terrain might probably have Succeeded better 
Guicnne in his pretenfions, if he had acted earlier, or if he had taken 
rtfufes the precaution to have brought all his partizans to take arms 
io iickc<w - at once ; but the character of this prince was a certain llow- 
Icgetbe nefsin all his -motions, and a want of aiming things properly, 
raw km*, ra ther than any defeat in parts or in courage. While he de- 
hLtln ;zr / ^berated, therefore, on the mcafures he was to take, the new 
J'ubm't k* m 6 was at liberty to proceed as he pleafed againft fuch lords 
J 1 J ' as had refufed to do him homage f . Amongft thefe, one of 
the moll coniiderable was William duke of Guicnne , or, as 
fome ftile him, of Aquitaine, againft whom he marched with 
an army, and laid liege to Poitiers ; but being informed that 
the duke of terrain had, by the afliftance of Herbert count 
of TroyeP, whofe daughter hS married?* atfeirfbled a confider- 
able army in ChUitipagne, he raifed the fiege, and refolved to 
lofe no timev in repafting the Loire, in order to watch the 
motions of his competitor. The duke of Guicnne^ who lay 
with an army near Poitiers, endeavoured to £ut off bis re- 
treat ; when the king, following the example of his gramj- 

* Cod. GsR3 r tiTi, cp. iso. Ademari Chron. P. Daniel. 
e Chron. Centulenfe. Hill, fui temporis. Sigeberti 

Chron. d Chronicon Vetus. Glab. Hill, fui temporis. 
Sigeberti Chron. ® Chron. Nangii. Du Tillet. 
Mezeray, f Chron. Malliac. Ademari Chron. P. 

pANUL. • • 

• father, 



CX fbe Htftory of Prance. £$j 

father, difpofed his troops in order of battle, and attacked 
thofe who thought to have fallen upon his rear. The dis- 
pute was fhort but bloody, and the viftory fo clearly on 
king’s fi Je,* * ^at the duke fubmitted g . The king, who was 
a man of good temper aud fagacity, as well as of great mo-» 
deration, made beft ufe of this gleam of profperity ; aiml, 
in ail ailembly of Ihe nobles, propofed the aflbeiation of lis 
fon Robert ; to w«th when they had confented, he caufed 
him to be crownedlwith great ceremony, upon new-year’s- 
day, at Orleans , by the hands of. the archbifliop of Sens, 
whom the late victory teid brought over to his party \ By 
this aft, having fecured the crown to his family, he never 
afterwards wore the royal ornaments himfelf, or affefted any 
extraordinary Hate or magnificence, but adminiftred public ^ ^ c gg 
affairs with great application, and with fuch an appearance ‘ v 
of modefly, jufttcc, and piety, as recommended him highly 
to his fubjefts, and more cfpecialJy to the clergy; to whom 
he reftored all the abbies he pollefftd, and the nobility fol- 
lowed his example. 

Charles in the mean time befieged, and made himfelf Charles 
matter of, the city of Laon, and, which perhaps was more takes La- 
welcome to hiitT, of the perfon of the queen dowager Emma, on by fur- 
and of the bifhop whom he had reprefented as her gallant ; . t r *** » 
The king advanced with a numerous army, and in his turn a f tcr ' 
befieged Charles in the city of Laon. The feverity with CLVar ^ i 
which that prince treked the queen and the bifhop, by com- * 
mitting them both to prifon, had a bad effeft on his affairs ; Rheims. 
fur the court of Germany interpofing on the behalf of the 
queen, and the prelates in favour of the billiop, without 
fuecefs, became his enemies. He gave himfelf the lefs pain 
about this, fince, by a wcll condufted fally, he cut off a 
great part of his competitor’s army, and obliged him to 
raife the fiege k . The king thought to jjalance this lofs by 
detaching from the put ty of Charles his nephew Arnould, the 
natural fon of king ^%thftire, fo whom he offereef the arch- 
bifhoprick of Rhcims , which was juft become vacant. Ar- 
nould accepted it ; repaired immediately to th® king’s camp, 
put in hpftages, and not only fwore, but fubferibed an oath 
of fidelity, which was penned on purpofe for him. Yet he 
was no fooner in poflcfiion of the fee and city of Rhcims than 
he betrayed it to Charles ; and tho’ at fit ft he took the pre- 
caution of being made prifoner, as if he had been aftually 

* Adem. Chron. Du Tillet. Rtezeray. h Glab. 

Hift. fui temporis. Cfld. Gerb. epifl. 107. Aimqn, 1 , v. 

1 Sigeb. Chrpn. Cod. Gerb, epill. 1 19, 1 20. Le Gendr$. 
t Sigeb. C hron. Du T»ij.let. ^.Daniel, 
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furprifed; yet, not long after, he threw afide all difguife, 
and appeared at the head of his uncle’s troops ] . The king, 
upon this, applied to the pope ; who did not think fit to 
interfere till he faw the difpute as to the poflsffion of the 
qpown determined by the law of arms, that the decrees of the 
church might be on the fide of the rtrong*& A proceed- 

A.D.9S9. 

in£ that favoured rather of human policy «ian fpiritual infal- 
libility. 

laon be - The king, having a numerous army, dGfpofed all things as 

trayed to jf fa intended to lay fiege to Rhcims ; and Charles , on the 
ibe ktngi ot h cr p l0 vided in the belt manner he could for the de- 
*duke ^ a * ence * t# king, being informed that the bifhop 

Charles Lain, the moft plaufible and artful man of his time, had 
his da * obtained his liberty, and fome degree of credit with Charles # 
chefs , and entered into an intrigue with him, and, all things being 
arcbbijhop properly concerted, began his march as if he intended to 
Arnould, have inverted Rheims , but turned haftily towards Laon , 
prifoners. which, by the affiftancc of that perfidious prelate, he fur- 
prifed, and made prifoner the duke of Lorrain y his confort, 
and the archbiftiop Arnould, whom he caufed to be transferred 
to Orleans , where they were clofely confined n . This put 
an end to the difpute ; for all, who had hitHerto adhered to 
Charles , readily fubmitted, and did homage to the kings 
Hugh and Robert °. As for the unfortunate duke of Lorrain , 
he remained a prifoner at Orleans as long as he lived, together 
A.D. 991. with his duchefs. His fon enjoyed flie duchy of Lorrain , 
but died without iflue m ile, and in him, as is generally be- 
lieved, the male line of Charlemagne was ext in ft p . 

Dijlurb- The king, finding himfelf now firmly fixed in the throne, 
enees in re f 0 lved to proceed againft the archbifhop Arnould • and 
* ra ^. ce with this view called a council, which aflembled at an abbey 
Ihdtofn not ^ ar Rheims, in which the archbiftiop of Sens pre- 
ArnouM lided The pri^ft was produced who opened the gates of 
and ad- * the city, and he aepofed, that he did it by jhe archbifhop’s 
wanting order. S'otwithftanding this, the* prel/dent and fome of the 
Gerbert prelates were not Inclined to condemn him. The two kings, 
to the fee father and foil, appeared in the council, for which the arch- 
rfRome, bifhop of Sens reproved them openly ; aflerting, that it was 
unbecoming princes to influence judges, where themfelvcs 
were parties \ At length Arnould fubferibed his own con* 

1 Gerbert. apol. pro Remienfi fynodo. m Epift. Hugo. 
ad Johannem papam. a n Sioeberti Chron. Dvpleix, 
Mezeray. 0 Aimon, lib. v. Du Tillbt, Lb 

Gendre. p Du Tillet, NIezeray, Le Gendrk, 

* Hill, depof. Arnulphi. * Afta fynodi Remienf. 

feffion 
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feilion and degradation ; and upon thi sGerbert, a very learned 
monk of Rheims , who had been tutor to the emperor Oth& 
aild* the yoi|ig king Herbert , was elefted into theTee. T&s, 
however, did not put an end to the affair ; for pope John the 
fifteenth font a' kgate into France , who held a councilfct 
Monfon, where \4} was unravelled again, and in a fcccjid 
council, held at Rheims , Cerbert was depofed, and Arnould 
jeftored, merely tclfupport the papal power ; for the prin- 
cipal reafon alfigneo' was, that the depofition of Arnould was 
null, as being without the confent of the holy fee ; but, 
notwithstanding this decree, the king kept him prifoner as 
long as he lived % believing he might do him more mifehief 
at liberty than he had to fear from the pope. 

The government of this monarch was exactly fuited to the Hugh 
fituation of his Affairs ; he had no title to expeft any thing Capet, is 
more than homage from the great lords of France, and it order t0 
docs not appear that he fought any thing more. He fufFered^ 77 ^^** 
them to make war upon each other, as fome have fuggetted, 
through policy; but, in reality, becaufe it was out of his 
power to reftrain them, a* appears from what happened up- 
on his interfering when the count of Anjou, one of his own an( f caUm 
vaflals, befieged Tours in a private quarrel. He fent to rc- tioh* 
quire him to raife the fiege ; which he refufed : the perfon, 
who carried the orders, alked him thereupon who made him 
a count ? Tell your matter, faid he, the fame who made him 
a king Thofe who aferibe the inftitution of the twelve 
peers to him, or to his fon, are mittaken (A). Paris be- 
came 


. • Aimon. Sigeb. C{iron. P. Daniel. 4 Glab. Hilk 
fui temporis. DuTillet. LeGendre. 


(A) We have f^iid in the text, 
that fuch as refer to fl!£ reign 
of Hugh Capet the creation of 
peerage or peerdoms in France 
are miftaken, and we fay fo, be- 
caufe the^ allege no authority, 
and tne fad is in itfelf falfe ; 
but thofe who carry this invi- 
tation as high as Charlemagne 
are abfolutely ridiculous, and 
ground their notions only upon 
lome old romances, in ^rhich 
fuch (lories are the pure efFeds 
of ignorance. Yet fhtfe were 


eers in the reign of Hugh Capet, 
nd in that of Chttrlemagne ; 
that is, the gfeat officers of the 
crown, the governors of cities 
and provinces, tne bilhops and 
abbots, and, in ihort, all who 
were fummoned to great courts, 
or parliaments, had a right to 
be tried in fuch an aflemby for 
any crimes of which they were 
fufpuded; and, in this refped, 
thofe who tried them were their 
equals, or their peers . Of this 
we have various inftances, par- 
* ticularljr 
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came the feat of the government, and the capital of the mon j 
^rchy, iiv virtue of being the place of his refidence, apd 

t the 


ularly that of T afftlon, duke 
Bavaria (6). This maxim of 
being tried by their equals ran 
through their whole govern- 
ment ; and from thence it was, 
that, in Picardy , they ltded 
their judges Paris Bourgeois. It 
is alfo true, that the fuccefiors 
of thefe peers, in the reign of 
Charlemagne, were thofe who 
attained to peerages, when they 
came to be dignified fiefs (7). 
It is commonly laid, but it is 
not the truer for that, the new 
king confirmed all the great 
lords in their eftates, and ren- 
dered them hereditary. But it 
appears very doubtful, whether 
thofe lords would have e deemed 
their titles much the better for 
his confirmation ; very pofiibly' 
not; for tho' it is uncertain 
whether he made them peers, 
it is very certain they made him 
. king. In right of that dignity 
he demanded homage, which 
implied an obligation to the 
ufual fervices ; but this was no 
more than they had yielded to 
former kings ; fo that it does 
not appear he conferred, or 
they received, any thing (8). 
But that* we may not feem fo 
pull down withdoc building up, 
let us affume^the liberty of ob- 
ferving, that the origin of all 
• titles, in almoft all countries, is 
a fubjedt extremely dark ; that 
prerogatives and eflates com- 
- monly follow titles, and there- 
fore it is an eafy miftake, at the 
diftance of many ages, t<*fup- 


pofe them M equal date. We 
conclude ftom thence, that it is 
fcarce pyMc to alfign exaftly 
the origir of peerages ; but as 
for the? ellabliflunent of the 
twetye peers of France, that 
goes no higher than the coro- 
nation of Philip Avgufius (9). 
We have obferved in the text, 
that the great lords who held 
immediately of the crown, had 
an inferior* clafs cf nobility, 
who held of them, and thefe 
were peers to each other* and 
weie ihlcd the peers, not of the 
kingdom, but of the fief to 
which they belonged ; thus \vc 
find peers of Champagne , who 
held of the 'counts. In poirtt 
of titles they were not very ert- 
a&, fince many of the vafials 
of counts were counts ; and as 
for the title of baron, it was 
common to all nobility, or ra- 
ther it implied nobility, for, 
taking them in grof?, they wefe 
filled the barons of France (1). 
But in procefs of time, when 
nobility multiplied, this re- 
mained a feparate title to thofe 
who had none higher (2). But 
tho’ the great lords had fecular 
p*.crgy?\vho field of them, yet 
we do not find that they had 
any ecclefiaftical peers, the 
king had ; and to put an end 
to this fubjedl herd; let it be 
obferved, that"as the pfe-emin- 
ence of the king over his peers 
w'as (tiled fovereignty, fo that 
of the great lords over their 
vafials was filled fuzeranity, a 


(6) Pafquier, Faucbet , Cor demy, Le Gendrt . (7} Labour eur, Faucbet, 

Le Gendrt . (S) Glab. liiji, l, ii. Aimoti Hi/l, /. v. Sigeberti Cbron. 

(9 ) Se/den's Titles of Honour m p, 417., Faint* Vignitr, fc) Laboureur i 

flavin, Le Gendrt , (lj Pafauit\ Laboureur > he Gendrt . 

term. 
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the principal city of his hereditary eflates. He fortified feve- 
ral places, under various pretences ; and particularly, under 
colour of pieventing the defeents of the Normans , he efta- 
blrllied yJbbcvUle , and made it a place of arms u . He cqii- 
dufted all thing?| with order and circuinfpeclion, and bird 
the Angular honolr of eftablifhing a new family, and in foine 
meafnre a new forat of government, without any remarkable 
circumftances of valence, and without (bedding blood. He 
expired on the 24th of Gtiobcr , £n the year of our Lord 
997, in the 57 th yea* of his age, and in the 8 th of his 
reign w , leaving his dominions in perfefr quiet, and his fon 
in the peaceable pofleflion of the crown, by the precaution he 
had taken of aflbeiating him when he was very young, and 
fhewing him to the people upon all occafions, with thole 
enfigns of regal dignity, from the ufe of which he abflaincd. 
Some have fuggeflcJ, that his motive to this was a revelation, 
that the crown fhould remain in his family but for a certain 
fiumber of defeents ; and that, by this artifice, he fought to 
render his own and his fon’s reign but one x . A notion very 
fnitabic to a monkifh chronicle, but very unlikely to occupy 
the attention of*fo wife and prudent a man. The plain reg- 
ion was, he knew how to maintain his own dignity by his 
power, and was therefore defirous, that the cn/igns of it 
might recommend his fon to the public veneration, till he 
fhould be able to efbfelilh it on the better balls of his ac- 
tions y . His corpfe was interred rather with decency than 
fplendour, in the church of the abbey of St. Denis z (B). 

llOBERl* 


u Aimon Hilt. 1 . v. Si 
w Chronicon Befuenfe. 1 
* LeGend. Concil. Gall. 
Dupleix, Le Gendre. 
Chron. Le Gen*>. — ^ 

term, fays a French lawyer, as 
barbarous as the fuperiority it 
exprefled^). But, barbarous as 
it is, g is a uircumftance of 
importance to hiftory, that it 
fhould be defined and known. 

(B) This monarch appears 
on his great feal, with Ihort 
hair, and a long forked beard. 
In his right hand he holdvwhat 

( 3 ) L'Oyfeaudes SeirneuMS, Qc, 
Francois, far Le Gen4re 9 


3EEERTI Chronicon. P. Daniel, 
jlab. Hill, fui temp. Dipl fix, 
Du r leix. y Chron. Centul. 

ab.HIII. filbtemp. Sigeberti 

• • 

the French call La main de juf- 
ticc ; i. e. the bftnd of juftice m 9 
which is a kind of feepter, with 
a little ivory hand at the top ; 
and in his left a globe ; on his 
head a crown ornamented with 
flowers ; the inscription thus, 
Hugo Dei mfericordid Frapcorum 
Rex *4). His proper character 
was that of an able politician, 

(< 5 ) Hiftoire de motors & coutumer dn 
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Robert, when he came to gove/n the kingdom alone, 
was in the twenty-feventh year of his/&ge, and poffefled, in a 

c / 

who knew very well how to fecret of’ (late to his poAerity 
ft read a fpecious colouring o- (8). ms to 'his furname of 
vqj: the efFedts of his ambition, Capetffi is Hut very indifferent- 
arfd to fet proper bounds to his ly explained; but undoubtedly 
own greatnefs, by the exercife it was wharwe now ftilea nick- 
of a fpirit of moderation* He name, figiff) ing literally jolter- 
fixed himfelf upon the thrpne, head, Metaphorically a weak 
and entailed the crown upon his or aif o’bitinate man In the 
poAerity by recommending him- firA of thefe fenfes it was ap- 
felf to all ranks and conditions, plied to Charles , who is gene- 
by feeming to prefer their in- rally Ailed the Sitnple , and per- 
tereAs to his own (5). We haps in the latter to this prince 
have (hewn by what means he in his youth (9). He had only 
gained the clergy, to which we one confort, Adelaide , who is 
may add, that he carried his generally faid to be the daugh- 
piety, or appearance of piety, ter of William Tejie d'Etouppe , 
fo high, that he converted the that is Mop-pate, from his hav- 
palace, in which he dwelt, into ing white hair, count of Pci - 
a church, which is that of St. tiers , and duke of Guienne, or 
Bartholomew at Paris (6). He Aquitaine: but of this there is 
indulged the great lords in a fome reafon to doubt, fince the 
degree of freedom that bordered brother of this princefs, fup- 
upon independency ; but, by pofing her fo deicended, was 
taking little or no (hare in their the very duke who took arms 
quarrels, he maintained the in favour of Charles, and whom 
Arength of his own territories Hugh Capet , in the firA year of 
entire, while they were daily his reign, fubdued (1). The 
weakening each other. As he writer of his fon's life, who 
affe&ed great modeAy in his lived in thofe times, fays ex- 
behaviour, and great Simplicity prefsly fhe was an Italian (2). 
of manners, fo an exaft regu- By her he had Robert his fuc- 
larity was obferved in his court, ccffor, and three daughters, 
and his finances managed with Hadwige , who efpoufed Renter 
fuch frugality, that his fubjefts IV, con^t of Hainault , and af- 
were much more at eafe than terwards Hugh, count of Da/ - 
their neighbours (7). This con- bourg j Alice, who married the 
dud, which induced the nobi- count of Nevers, and Gillette , 
lity to think him a mild and pa- who became the ccnfort of 
cine man, and to frame, in Hugh, lord of *Abbe-vill:, He 
which they were not miftaken, had alfo a natural fon Goffelin , 
the fame notion of his fon, who was afterwards archbifhop 
bronght about that great point of Bourses, and a man of learn- 
of contenting to crown him in ing, piety, and virtue (3). 
his life-time, which he leff as a 

• 

( 5 ) Pofquier, Le Gendrt , Boulanvilliert, (6) P. JEmil, Antiq , de 
Paris, le Gendrt, (7) Glab, Hjl.Jui temp, (%) Dupteix. 

MezerajL. P, Daniel, %($J Aimon, Hip, HM r, (1) DuTillet* 
P. Daniel \ (2) He Igaljus, « ($) Helgaldut, in vita Robert! Regis, 

rere 



Very High degite* ofperfe&ion, nil the graces of body an & the throne* 
mind, which rendered him univerfally beloved. He perfift***/ meets 
ed fteadily inVhe purfuit pf his father’s maxims, and aftei with great 
in all public dr private concern, with the greateft mildnejl double a - 
and^moderation. T.t muft feem ftrange that, after all this. ^ out 
the very firft year d£his reign exhibited a fceneof the highe* marriage* 
trouble and confufim. He had married, in his father’s life- 
time, Bertha, the fixet of Rodolph, king of Burgundy , and 
the widow of Eudes, count of Blais, • a diftant relation of his 
father’s, and to one of Bis children Robert himfelf had been 
fponfor *. The pope attacked this marriage , and Robert ufed 
every expedient to appeafe him. The match was merely 
political, and the queen without either youth or beauty tt> 
recommend herj^yet he fliewed the utmoft unwillingnefa 
to part with her, out of regard to his own intereft. The 
pope was nephew to the emperor Otho III. and valued him- 
felf extremely on maintaining the dignity of his fee. He had 
dire&ed that ArnoUld fhould be fet at liberty, and reftored 
to his archbiflioprick ; the queen dowager, and the queen con- 
fort; believing that condfcfcenfion in this point might render 
tEe pope more Compliant in the bufmefs of his marriage, 
prevailed upon the king to do what his father would never 
have done, that is, to releafe A mould, and place him upon 
the archiepifcopal throne of Rheims b . Gerbert , who faW 
himftlf not only deprive# of his fee, but alfo of the epifcopal 
fcharatter, retired to the court of his other pupil the emperor 
Otho , by whom he \fras prefeatly made archbiftiop of Raven- 
na , and in that capacity affifted at ,a council held the next 
year at Rome, in which the marriage of king Robert with hi9 
queen Bertha was declared hull, the. prelate excommunicated 
who married them, and the king commanded to leave her* 
and to fubitiit to feven years penance, unde^pain of excom- 
munication. Thf king, however perfifted in keeping his 
wife; and, having thereby incurred the excommunication* 
was abandoned, not only by the prelates and nobility, but 
fclfo by his menial feryants, except two, who thr%W the re- 
mains, of vtfuit was eaten by the king and queen to the dogs* 
and the «effels out of vrhich they eat Into the firey the p!re* : 
vailing rifltioti of thofe times being that they polluted thofe 
tohoafed tfyem* But, at length, the clamour of the people 
(an Interdict being'' fpread through the kingdom) compelled 
him to patrt 4 \tti Bertha , who, nonfithftanding, preierve'd 
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the tide and the ftate of a queen during her life, aod . was 
B|uch regarded for her wifdom and magnanimity c # 

Tbt king i The remark which fome of the French historian* hare 
marries a made, that if he had held out a little longer he might have 
Second ftmei 5ved his queen, fince, upon the death of Gregory V. Ger- 
Conftan fort afeended the papal throne, by the mime of Sylvefier 11. 
&* % daugh- f eenls to be erroneous ; for, ,in the firft Aice, it appears that 
tertoW\\- Gerbert, while archbiftiop of Ravenna , wbferibed next to the 
liam c * unt p°p C for annulling this marriage, and was thereby even with 
v r €S ‘ the two queens, who perfuaded the king to give up his 
caufe d. After he became pope* he confirmed Arnould in 
the fee of Rheims , and (hewed no great kindnefs to king 
Robert ; who, finding hiinfelf without heirs, thought fit to 
efpoufe Conjlance , the wife of William count of Arles, a 
princefs of exquifite beauty, and of a lively underloading, 
but fo haughty, avaricious, and infolent, that the king hardly 
enjoyed a quiet hour after con t rafting this marriage. Eudes 9 
the fecond count of Brie and Champagne , having accumulated, 
by defeent and marriage, large eftates, procured the town of 
Melun to be delivered to him by bribing the governor, *und 
pretending to be in love with his wife e . The nobleman to 
whom it belonged applied himfelf immediately to the king 
for juftice; for which reafon the monarch went himfelf to 
the fiege,. and having obliged the place to furrender, hanged 
up the governor on the walls. He Afterwards condefcendcd 
to aft as an umpire between this lord and his own ally the 
duke of Normandy, and fettled a peace between them on 
very moderate terms, and with which both parties were 
exceedingly well fatisfied f . 

By the Henry, duke of Burgundy , the king’s uncle, dying with- 
death of out lawful iflTuc, his territories fell, cither by defeent, or by 
the duke of w ill, to the kinp; but, before he could enter into pofleilion, 
Burgun- there farted up two claimants. The firft of thefe was Euiej, 
dy, the q^tural fon teethe deceafea duK6, rt VRo bequeathed him trje 
tains that count y Beamris\ the other was Otho-William, count of Bur- 
rich 9 duchy. ^ fon of the duchefs- dowager of Burgundy , by her 

firft huiband, who pretended to be adopted by dyke /fairy ; 
and the people, who Were defirous of having aq. independent 
prince, (hewed a great inclination to fupport his claim; amt 
ieveral' great lords, but more efpecially Eudes, count of 
Champagne, encouraged and aflifted him S. The. war fob* 
fitted for feveral years f and there is fome reafon to doubt, 

* Glab. Hift. fui temp. . Lf, Gendre. P. Daniil. 
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whether the king could have carried his point or not, with- 
out die affiftance of thedtike-of Normandy, whp led in period 
an army of twChty-two thpufand men into Burgundy. Eudesk 
hi$ nepheW, Chmpromifed matters with the king, who con* 
firmed to him what his father had given him by will; anjjl 
this facilitated the i^duftion of the country, with which the 
kirig thought fit to ir veil Kis'fecond fon Henry? that he might 
gratify the people inf their defire of having a prince of theft" 
own, and, at the fame time, pleafe the great lords, who 
were jealous of feeing fo great a fief united to the crown h ; 

3f he ending of this war gave the king great fatisfaftion, for 
he loved peace, and fludied to preierve it by all methods 
poflible. His houfiiold and his court were kept in the molt 
ekafr order : he jflilted regularly and frequently in his robes 
at chapel, and at churches on the great fealts : he compofed 
irtufic for the choir, and fome of his reiponfes and hymns 
(till find a place in the public offices of the GalKcan church. 

In (hort, he was, in every refpeft, a molt incomparable 
prince, except that he was too fubmiffive as a hulband, to 
a woman Who did not underftatld either her duty as a wife, 
of her interelt as a queen 1 

She follicited her hulband to aflbeiate his fon in the go- The king 
Vdrnment, tho’ he was then but in the feventeenth year of afiociater 
his age; and Robert, who had a great tendernefs for his chil-^ etdeft 
dren, came-into it without much difficulty, being, in a great/®” Hugh 
meafure, fwayed by the example of his father k . Some of'* *" e 
his minilters laboured all they could to prevent it, by repfe - thrmt ’ 
Tenting to him, that he had not the fame motives which his 
father had ; and that the true reafon which induced the queen 
to' prefs it fo earnellly was, that, in cafe of his demife, lhe 
might govern in the name Of the young prince The king 
bditated a little upon this ; but the queen (tore with impa- 
tience tfiS delay* and the king yas at lad forced |p com- 
ply, as’ not knowing h<?w tcTdeal with a wotqan, who taking 
ofFeftce at one of his minifters who oppofed her defigns, 
caufed him* t6 be afialfinated in his mailer’s prefence. The 
point once /ettled , the king propofed it in an aflembly of A. 13. 
the ubbUtty and prelates, who, out of refpeft to him, con* to ijt 
fen ted, add prince Hugh was folemniy crowned, though thi 
minillers, as far as they durft, ekp'refled a great apprehed- 
fion of the event *. 
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An infur* There happened, in different parts of the kingdom, par- 
rettion ticulir warg between the great valfals of the crown, of which 
b add by arcounts arc preferved in the hiftories of thq^e province* 
the joung vi/ich were intcrcfled in them: but, as the king took little 
< 7 Hugh nQ ^ are j n them, except againft Elides* count of Cham - 
fn U P^S ne > whom he would have hindered from reaping the fuc- 
duj/ re ce *T lon °f Stephen* count of Troyes and T/kaux, but failed in 
uce ' it, we (hall take no notice of them \ fjpon the report pf 
fome herefies, refembling that of the Manichees , the kingj 
who was very zealous, caflled a council to examine into the 
matter, which was held at Orleans , where fome priefts were 
burnt alive ; the king and queen, fuch was the religion of 
thofe times, being prefent. The fame year the young king 
Hugh withdrew from court, with fome noblemen of his own 
age, and was guilty of fome diforders. Hc*complained that 
his mother behaved towards him with infupportable arrogance, 
and kept him to fo fhort an allowance, that he was unable 
to fupport his dignity °. The queen was for reducing her 
fon .by force, which might have been eafily done, as none of 
the neighbouring potentates gave him any countenance ; btit 
the king was not at all of that mind : he* knew there was 
fome foundation for his foil’s complaints ; and having allured 
him of his pauion, and a proper allowance, the young man 
very readily returned to his duty, and never departed from 
it afterwards. Some fay he granted 4»m a larger meafure of 
authority than before p . 

9"/v- king Henp.y, king of Germany , had been involved in a long 
r 1 l ) lS the difpute with the count of Flanders and fome lords of Lorrain , 
^ which, at length, it was agreed fhould be left to the arbi- 
av/ tt* U tratlon the king of France. In order to this, thefe two 
7r: ‘dim P rinccs bad an interview on the banks of the Meufe. 

Itaiv^ J As nil meetings of this kind are commonly perplexed with 
difputcs about ceremonies, the interview was very near be* 
ing portioned on that account ph&*Henty, who was fo 
good a prince that he had obtained the furname of Saint, pre- 
ferred bufmefs to forms, and palling the river early one 
morning, furpriied king Robert in his apartment <1, After 
this thole princes faw each other as friends, apd, wfthout any 
ftate or ceremony at all, fettled the affair on which t&y met, 
to the fatisfaftion of all parties concerned, and parted with 
great regret. They had agreed to go into Italy together, 
in order to oblige pope Boniface VIII. to confent to cer- * 
tain terms, which they held it neceflary to preferibe. The 
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death of the jk>pe prevented that Journey, and the verf next 
year Henry himfelf died. He was fucceeded in* his heroH- 
tary domin&ns, and the kingdom of Germany , by Conrade, 
duke of Worms , who expe&ed likewife to be received as kjng 
of Italy , and to be honoured with the imperial diadem r . 

To this, however., many of the princes and prelates of lAily 
were by no means* nclined : they were become weary of Ger- 
man matters, and Had a mind to try what market they could 
make in fome other court ; and, •with this view,' they fent 
deputies to offer the ifnperial crown, and the kingdom of 
Italy , to the king of France , for himfelf or for his fon. But 
Robert, veny wifely confidering that this mutt of neceffity in- 
volve him in a war with Conrade ; that the Italians were na- 
turally very inconftant; and that fettled peace, and the moft 
perfeft efteem of all his neighbours, would be very ill ex- ^ p 
changed for an uncertain dominion and a pompous title, he x ' 0 ' 
difmifled the deputies, and declined their offer. His fub- 
jetts in particular, and Europe in general, were quickly 
convinced that he had formed a true notion of things,- and 
judged right ; for William , duke of Guienne , who was both 
a wife and a powerful prince, having accepted thip propofal, 
the greater part of thofe who made it deferted him on the 
firft appearance of Conrade , who, partly by addrefs, and 
partly by force of arms, obtained all that he fought, and 
fecured to himfelf the*kingdom of Italy ; in confequence of 
which pope John XIX. placed the imperial crown upon his 
head. Robert was indeed inclined to have taken the ad- 
vantage of thofe difputes to recover the kingdom of Lorrain, 
or at leaft the homage of the princes who held it; but find- 
ing this could not be done without a war, and perceiving that 
by his late fuccefs Conrade was become very powerful, he 
very prudently declined it s . ^ 

The year following proved unfortunate to the king, i nTbe Jifor- 
the lofs of his eldfflt^Sff Hugh , afTociat^d witn him in deu in his 
the fovereignty, who died in the flowed of his age, and 
when he was become both obedient and aflifting to his fa- 
ther *. ®The king appeared very much chagrined, but the Jv* 
queenAewed tout very little concern* Robert , as foon as he 
had recovered the free ufe of his thoughts, inclined to aflo- 
ciate Henry , who was now become his eldeft fon, which his 
mother oppofed with equal heat and obftinacy ; fo that it * 
excited two faflions at court ; many, to gain the queen's fa- 
vour, and from a pec^afion that the king would yield at 
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Jaft, declaring in behalf of Ihe younger fon Robert u . But 
the major part of the nobility adhering to Henry , and’ thd 
kitfg, contrary to expeftation, remaining firing the queens 
changed her battery, and perfuaded him to adopt neither, 
inVhopes, if ftie furvived him, to place her awn favourite 
uppn the throne. The king penetrated her fcheme, and 
therefore, without paying any deference tahercounfels, aflo- 
ciated, with the advice of his parliament his eldeft furviv- 
ing fon Henry w . Queen Conjiance , provoked iq the higheft 
degree, endeavpured to iffflame her (pn Robert , and to em- 
barrafs him with his brother. In which, not finding him 
fo ready as (he cxpe&ed, the affe&ion (he had hitherfo 
(hewn him turned into hatred, and (he perfecutecKheqi both 
to fuch a degree, that they retired from court, and took up 
. ^ arms, not fo much with an ambitious view to difturb the? 
1026 * as ^ at thc y ni ’ 1 g^ lt obtain fome places in which they 

might live quiet. At length x , however, the flame rofe fo high, 
that the king was obliged to raife an army and march again# 
his fons into Burgundy . An abbot interpofed, with which 
the king was not at all difplcafed ; and, having repirefented 
to him that the young princes did not mean jo refill his au- 
thority, but merely to obtain a fubfiftence, he admitted them 
to his prefence, and compromifed things to their fatisfa&ion, 
employing his forces to reduce fame lords of Burgundy, who 
had taken the opportunity of thefe troubles to raife fortrefles 
on their eftates, which, the king would not endure r. He 
left the eleftions ofbifhops, in general, frees but^firidingit 
nbfolutely neceflary, for the fafety of his government, to 
have a prelate he could depend on at Lang res, he named a 
biftiop, whom the monks thought fit to poifon ; upon which 
he appointed another, and fent his fon Henry to fee him in- 
ftalled : and it was while the young prince was thus em- 
ployed, that the King breathed his laft at Melun, on the 
20th of Jety, when he had seigq^*4Jjtf ty-three, and lived 
about threefcore«years z . There is not any monarch in the 
French hiftory more generally or more highly commended, or 
on whofe deatTh the lamentations of all ranks of people were 
louder or more fmcere. The monks fpoke the fenffc of the 
whole nation, when they deplored him in Ihefe wbrds ; 

V We have loft a father who governed us in peace; We lived 
fo under him in fecurity, for he did not opprefs or fuffer op- 

V prelfion ; we loved him^ and there was nobody whom wc 

w Helgaldus in vita Roberti Regisi** w Olab. Hitt. fui 
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u feared." He maintained his own authority amongft the 
nobility, by fuffering them to exercife theirs a . 

Henry,, at the time of his acceffion to the throne, was Henry 
about twenty*feven years of age, and, with all the vigounpfA^w** 
a young man, had the fagacity and prudence of one mi £</'// in 
advanced in years, which fecured him from having the crown 
lhaken from his head, almoft as foon as it was placed th&e. 

His mother, who mortally hated him, and who refolved^**^ 
always to govern, had drawn a great many lords and bifhops malice of 
to her party, whom IJie would have perfuaded to fet her bis mother,. 
fon Robert upon the throne b . At the head of this fa&ion 
Was the count of Flanders, and Eudes , count of Champagne , 
the author of all the troubles that France felt during his 
life. Their views, whatever they might pretend to the 
queen, was to* get fomething for themfelves; and Eudes 
would not fo much as take up arms till he had ftipulated 
for half the town of Sens. This being promifed him, hq 
marched with a numerous army; and having reduced Sens , 

Mclun , and Soiffins , all the reft of the places in the neigh- 
bourhood, either through fear, or the intrigues of the queen 
dowager, opened their gates and declared for him c . The 
king was fo diftrefled, that, with his friends and fervants, 
he made but the twelfth perfon when he retired to Frefcamp 
to demand fuccour from Robert , duke of Normandy. He* 
was received by that fjince with all the refpett poflible, who 
allured him that the treafures and forces of his duchy were 
entirely at his difpofal ; and he kept his word ; fo that an 
army of Normans entered France on one fide, while the 
king, when he had aflembled a fufficient force, entered it on 
the other. Robert, though a mild and generous prince, 
burnt all the country before him, and gave no quarter to 
to fuch as fell into his hands, from whence he obtained the 
furname of Robert le Diable / but, by thS% extreme feverity, 
the duke foon made ft em f ick o(the war. The ki^g, on his 
fide, beat tne count of champagne thrice, apd was very near 
taking him prifoner 4 . At length Foulques , count of Anjou , 
interpofed ; and, by his mediation, things ^erecompromifed 
with th6 queen dowager and prince Robert , to whom the 
king gflve the fluchy of Burgundy ; as to the queen, ihe died* 
the ne$t year of mere vexation c . The king recovered all 
that he had loft; compelled the counts of Flanders, atyl 
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Champagne to fubmit ; and as to th# lefler nobility, he pu«* 
nifhed fome, and humbled all. As glorioufly as the war 
ended for *he king, it coll the crown dear ; for as thejfuc- 
clfs was due to Robert of Normandy , Henry added to his 
pchy Gifors, Cbaumont , Pontoife , and that part of the Vexin 
which yet remained to the crown f . 

The war sThe king, having now acquired the peaceable pofielfion 
*/Bur- 0 f his dominions, and a high reputation, thought it time tp 
gundy, p ro vidc for the fucceflion; and therefore contrafted himfelf 
its caufft^ tQ j\j ut nj at the daughter.of the emperor Conrade , one of the 
an "^vvorchiefl: princes who had worn the ftnperial crown fince the 
ftonce” days of Charlemagne ; but it is doubtful whether this mar- 
andthe ad- lia g e ever t0 °k effedt 8. The death of Rodolph, king of 
jaunt Burgundy , occafioned a great war, of which it is neceflary 

eountrht. to fay fomething, though the king took no fhare therein. 
Eudes , count of Champagne , looked upon himfelf as the un- 
doubted heir of this kingdom, as being the nephew of the 
king by his filter Bertha , who, after the deceafe of this; 
count’s father, efpoufed Robert, duke of France : and it is 
not impolliblc he had fuccceded, but for his own petulant 
temper; for infilling that the king (hould acknowlege hint 
for his preemptive heir, that prince, who was defpifed by 
his fubjcdls, and apprehended he might dethrone him, ha<4 
recourfe to the emperor for protection; in gratitude for 
which, and in confideration of his being his great nephew 
by another filter, he fent him, on his Heath-bed, the regalia 
of the two kingdoms of Burgundy and dries Eudes,, 
little regarding this, immediately made an irruption into the, 
county of Burgundy , and, having long held a ferret corre- 
fpondcncc with .fome of the nobility, got pofleflion of a 
great part of it, the emperor being embarrafled with a rebd- 
lion in the moll remote parts of his dominions : but he quick- 
ly returned on th^ news of this event, and as quickly dif- 
pofiefled Eudes of his new gover nmen t. It # was upon this 
occafion, mat Humbert , count of Maunenne and Savoy , the 
counts in the country of Swifer land, of Ixi Br&Jfe i , Dauphine , 
and the Lyonmis, on the other fide the Rhone , did homage to. 
the emperor for their eltatcs. Eudes , as foon as he Aad re- 
cruited his forces, attacked the country of 1st r rain, fnade 
himfelf mailer of Bar, and might very probably haye given 
the emperor much more trouble,' if he had not been killed at 
a fiege, which releafed that monarch from any farther 
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diftnrbance on account of thefe pretenfions,, which might A. D.; 
have prevailed in better hands k « . 1036. 

EuDEs^at the time of his demife,. left his eftates todiis He<w g; m 
two fons, Tbiband \ count de Beaajfe , Toifraine, and Baiu- fiurhancee 
voife , and Stephen , couqt of Champagne , who were exa*ly in France 
of their father’s temper, and fet out with refufing homage quelled by. 
to king Henry 1 averting, that the obligations between # the *be 
Jords and the vaflal were reciprocal - ; and that the king" 72 ** the 
having given. their* father no affiftance in his war with th c c !!! nil i 0 ^ 
emperor, they were not obliged fe> own him for their lord, ~ 

Or .todo him homage* 1 . But, in all probability, they ha<r * 
not ventured upon this, if they had not had fomething elfe 
in view. The king, befides Robert , duke of Burgundy , 
had another, brother, whofe name was Eudes, but whether 
£lder or youngg: admits .of fome doubt; fome fay that he 
was elder than the king, and fet afide for his incapacity; 
others, with much more probability, that he was the youngeft, 
that his difeontent arofe from his not having had fome efta- 
blUhment affigned him However it was, he took arms, 
in conjun&ion with the two counts, and the war proved 
fetal to them all; for the king having routed their forces, 
took Eudes priloner, and fent him to Orleans , where he was - 
confined for about three years. The count of Champagne 
loft a great part of his lands, and Thibaud was difpoflefled of 
Touraine . Galeran , cpuut of Meulan , who was likewife em- 
barked in this defigiij^as attainted of felony, and his coun- 1037. 
try united to the crown, which was the firil inftance of it$ 
kind, and (hews that the conftitution began now to be fettled 
on a firmer bafts n (C). 

The 
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(C) The nobility in general Burgundy aiid the duke of 
flood on the fame foot, and Gutenne had the fame ability, 
held the fame authority, in this whenever promoted to it by' 
as in the former reigns, paid as intereft or inclination. It was 
little ftibtniifioA, and put the' this engaged Henry to proceed,* 
court as often under the nccef- through his whole reign, with 
ftty of flattering them as ever, fo much circa mfpedioo, and. 

The wars of Normandy ferved upon certain occaftons, forced 
only to (hew the weaknefs of hin^to difeover how much, he 
the reigning monarch: neither was awed by them. Indeed, 
was this the only powerTh the this . third race of the french? 
realm which was fmgly in a kings were fi> viftbly the crea^ 
condition to refill; 5 the dufce of turef of the nobility, and came 
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The troubles that arofe in Normandy. next occupied the 
king’s thought. Duke Robert , according to the humour 
that prevailed in thofe times, thought fit to make §. pilgrimage 
inn the Holy Land, having firft procured his fon William, tho’ 
.born out of wedlock, for which he was afterwards fumamed the 
Ballard , to be acknowleged his heir, recommending him to the 
care of Henry king of France , and Alain duke of Bretagne 0 . 
This did not hinder the whole country from falling into great 
confufion; not only the principal lords, *but even thole of 
the lenft confideration irf the duchy* threw off aimoft all 
depcndance, and committed great diforders. The duke de 
Bretagne came to appeafe their quarrels ; and, after being 
very indifferently treated, returned home with a flow poifon 
in his body, of which he died. King Henry , forgetting the 
obligations he was under to the father of tjic young duke, 
inclining to avail himfelf of thefe troubles, invaded the fron- 
tiers, burnt the^town of Argcntan , and took the caftle of 
Thilleres , which he pretended had been built without his 
content, and which he had therefore a right to demolifh *• 
Soon after this difputes arofe in that country about the fuc- 
ceffion ; and the minifters about the perfon of the young 
duke, pafling over what had happened, applied themfelve* 
to the king, reprefenting the honour he would obtain in fuc* 
couring an infant prince, in fecuring the affe&ions of the Nor - 
mans, and maintaining the famefriendl^intercourfe with duke 
William as with his father. Henry , prevailed upon by thefe 
arguments, marched in perfon with a good army, and having 
joined the duke’s forces, gave the malccontent lords battle at 
Val de Dunes ; where, expofing himfelf more than was nectflary, 
he was beaten from his horfe, and very near being killed. 
At length, .after an obftinate difpute, the malecontents were 
totally routed, and duke William to this viftory Hood in- 
debted for the poflfellion of his dominions q . 

The lfng afterwards had fony^difputes* with Geoffrey 
Martel, count o( /Injou, in which the duke of. Normandy 
r took part on his behalf : but Henry quickly compronufed his 
lhare of the (Juarrcl, and left the count and duke, who had 

• 

* • Guliblm. Gemeticens. Glab. Hift, Ml temp.® Du- 
pTjEtx. p Fragment. Hift. Francorum. * Gulielm. 
Gbmetvcens. P. Daniel. 

fo lately out of their makor’s not Only have been very "Un- 
hands, that any^ airs of fupe- properjjjut even abfurd (8J.1 
riority and diftin&jon would 

(%d Auff. fuf- cun.* • 
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great animofity againft each other, to fight it out. This creates an 
was chefly owing to a fpirit of envy in that monarch, to the mplacahk 
infinuationssof forae of his minifters, or to the fjJirit of po- quarrel 
Jicy which prevailed in thofe time?, and which induced Hen |y 
to grow jealous of the increafiqg power of the young duke.^”*** 
When, therefore, new troubles broke out, and William de 
Argues, count de Thouloufe , who was the fon of Richard If. by 
a fecond wife, fet up his title to the dukedom, in winch he 
Was powerfully fupported by his brother Manger , archbifhop 
of Rouen, the king favoured the Inalecontents at fiifl pri- 
vately, and at length invaded Normandy in their favour, and 
ill order to raife the fiege of the caftle of d' Argues ; in which 
pnterprize his forces received a very fevere check, and the 
duke triumphed over thefe, as he had done over his former 
enemies \ A peace followed, but no fincere reconciliation, 
for the king retained a deep fenfe of the diferedit he met 
with ; and, on the other hand, the duke n§ver forgave the 
a/fifiance which Henry had given to thofe who would have 
difpoflefled him pf his dominions. In purfuance therefore of 
fiis old fcheme, the king united himfelf with Geoffrey Martel ; 

;ind having formed two armies, one commanded by himfelf 
in perfon, and the pther by his brother Elides , whom he 
had releafed out of prifon, he once more invaded Normandy , 
l)ut with the fame ill fortune that had attended his former 
enterprize ; fince his ojyn army was harrafled and beaten by A. D. 
repeated difadvantages, and that of his brother totally de- 1054. 
feated at Mortemer in the Paix de Caux, which conftrained 
him tq make peace upqn fuch teems as were agreeable to the 
dukes but the rancour between them never ceafed, and was 
in realjty the latent caufe pf that implacable averlion, which, 
for a long feries of years, produced perpetual quarrels be- 
tween the kings of France and the Norman princes, when 
poflefled of the realm of England . A raribour equally fatal 
tp both realms *. # » % 

The king finding his health decay, tho**he was far from kin 5 
being old, judged it expedient to provide as well for the c * u f es *>** 
Security of the kingdom,* as for that of his family. He hz&f on *° 
married if fecond time a princefs of Ruffia, by whom he had cro ™* e “* 
three ftn$; and the eldeft of thefe, Philip, then about feven 
years of age, was, with the content of the whole aflembly* 0 fp 0 i/ on > 
crowned by the archbilhep of Rheims , on the feafl pf Whit - J 1059/ 
f unday, with much folempity, for many great lords affifted 
therf in perfon, and qthers by theft deputies ; but there is 

' rry 

r Fragment, de Gvliblmoi Conqueft. * Gulielmi, 
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nothing deafer than that as yet the twelve peers of France 
did not exift *. There is ftill remaining a copy of the oath, 
taken by flie young monarch, which is but ffliort, and of 
y|ridi three-fourths regards the clergy, their privileges and 
immunities; at the clofe he promifes the people, that he will 
employ the authority conferred upon him to the maintenance 
of the laws. At the fame time the king declared Baldwin , 
earl of Flanders, tutor and guardian to # the young king, in 
cafe he fhoiild die before he came of age : and this was a wife 
and well-timed precaution; for on the fourth of Jpril follow- 
ing he departed this life; fome writers fay by taking a dofe 
of phyfic, and drinking after it, contrary to the exprefs 
direftion of his phyfician ; but others feem to think that the 
phyfician was not altogether innocent, but that, under the 
name of a medicine, he adminiftered poifon* 1 . He deceafcd 
in the fifty-fixth year of his age, and in the thirtieth of his 
reign. In his time pope Leo IX. came into France, and held 
a council at Rheims , in which fever a l canons were made 
againft inceftuous marriages, fimony, and other crimes, 
which, in fpite of the feeming piety, or rather fuperftition 
of that age, were but too frequent ; and fome bifliops were 
alfodepofed, not much to the king’s good -liking, who had 
been better pleafed if the pope had remained at home ; and, 
therefore, when pope Nicholas II. entertained thoughts of 
making a like vifit, the king oppofedeit with fuch firmnefs, 
that he was obliged to defift from the defign w . This mon- 
arch was of an attive difpofition, intrepid in time of danger, 
and very generous. He was delirous of maintaining and 
extending his authority, in which he was not unfuccefsful; 
but his attempts to the prejudice of the duke of Normandy 
were alike fatal to his quiet, his honour, and his inter- 
eft (D). 

* 

* ConqJ. Franc, tom. ix« \ Cr^micon Senonfe. 

w Concil. Remen£^ Epift. Gen vas. Arch. Remenf. 

(D) Henry dtftinguiftied him- upon his complaint, this mon- 
felf chiefly hy his moderation, arch received a coldf and, as 
which was fo much the more he thought, a difrefpcttfii an- 
commendable, as it was purely jfwer, he made no fcruple of 
the cffcfts of his good fenfe, replying by a challenge ; and, 
and not at all the effett of a as the emperor was a gallant 
heavy and phlegmatic conl^tu- prince, it produced in him a 
tion. This appeared particu- high 1 opinion of the king’s m t+ 
larly, when < Thibaut $ count of rit, in confequence of it, 
Champagne > did homage to the a right underfUnding. , 
emperor Henry III. forowhen, • 

Kino 
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King Philip, at the time of his acceffion, was about eight Philip ac- 
years of age ; and it might have been fuppofed that either his cedes to the 
mother, or his uncle, would have been called to the regency, throne, 
and intrufted with the care of his education; but, as\|e //ff ^f ^ 
before obferved, the king his father thought it prudent to t f u ^ on 
make another choice. He knew the queen was very unfit plan- 
ter fuch an office. She had weak parts, and ftrong paffiorik; 
end, being a foreigner, was without refpefr, and had but 
few friends amongh the nobility. Her conduct after his 
demife fufficiently juried her # exclufion, though ihe 
made fome ftruggle to prevent it, but without efieft ; the 
very oppolite reafons induced the king to decline placing any 
confidence in the duke of Burgundy : he was rich and 
powerful, too nearly allied to the young king, had great 
intereft among tie Fiench lords, and bdides had once fet up 
a claim to the crown: but Baldwin V. lurnamed the Pious , 
earl of Flanders , to whom he committed the care of his fon, 
and who was his brother-in-law, had all the qualities that 
could recommend him to fuch a truft ; he was brave in his 
per foil, but mild in his behaviour, and very cautious in his 
conduct; vigilayt, but not fufpicious ; tender of the prero- 
gatives of the crown, but more fo of the welfare of the 
people; fincerely religious, and a man of Arid: honour *. 

He gave his pupil an education fuirablc to his rank and birth. 

He kept the nobility jp awe, without giving any of them 
juft caufe of offence. He maintained peace by remaining al- 
ways armed ; and having intelligence that the people of Aqui- 
taine, were difpofed to revolt, he under pretence of repreffing 
the Saracens, entered their country fo fuddenly with an 
army, that he prevented their defign, by putting it out of 
their power to purfue it y. In a word, he governed with 
dignity and reputation, infomuch that hiftory fcarce fur- 
nidies us with an inftance of a minority irfore quiet, and none 
more happy rUm this^r-^n e^mple the more uyemorable, 
as the conjuncture was extremely delicate..* 

The only colour that count Baldwin gave for cenfure Conqutft 
was in his conduct towards duke William ol Normandy, who, °f Eng- 
under tBe fpecious pretence of being called to the fucceffion | ant *» 
by Ectward theConfejfor, in prejudice to Edgar Atheling , who tts con J e ; 
had’ a better title to the crown than his own, was preparing ** 
to invade England. The count gave him feave, upon this 
occafion, to raife forces throughout France and Flanders , ^France, 
which, from the event, was judge# impolitic. Yet the duke, 

* Fragment Hill. Francorum. Sigibbrt. J Fragment. 

Hift. Francorum, ^Mezissay. . o 
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being his fem-Ui-law, he could not, with a good grace, deity 
him ; but the French own that there was another more pow* 
erfiul motivft. The Norman was fo enterprizing f and fo fo r- 
tuftate, that Baldwin was afraid of his reffcntirient, being 
juilly apprehenfive, that, if he had ctoffcd him in his defign, 
he might have entered France with that army which he had 
rafted againft England, where he fucceeded tnorC fpeedily, 
and with greater facility, than coiild pofljbly haVe betn ex* 
pefted. But to balance as far as poflible this increafe of his 
power, anoffenfive and defenfive alliance was concluded be- 
tween the crowns of Firdnce and Scotland ; which, though if 
did not prove effe&ual, was, notwithftanding, the only re- 
medy that wa9 left. Soon after this great event took place, 
count Baldwin died, and left the young king, his nephew and 
pupil, in the peaceable pofleflion of his dominions, when hd 
had attained the fifteenth year of his age, and had Ibmfe able 
minifters about him *. 


Philip go' The king, as we obferved, had been petfe&Iy well edu- 
mems cated, and was not at all deficient in point of capacity; but 
with no his mind had a wrong turn, which appeared in all his aftions' 
other-view f rom fi r ft t0 } a ft f though at the beginning of his reign he was 
than to as ea g er anc j a fti VCf a9 hjg was Indolent and paffive during 
turn every t ^ c g reate ft p art 0 f j tt Geoffrey Martel , count of Anjou, 
*tohU*von ^ av ^ n S no children of his own, left his eftatfes td the fonS of 
advant - his filler; the elder, Geoffrey , furnawed Ic Barbu, Was aii 
ag t% honeft worthy man; but the younger, Foulqucs , was of quite 
a different charafter, and from thence received the fumame 
of le Rechin , which implies morofe and cruel. Under pre- 
tence that he had not his full lhare of the fuccefiion, he made 
war upon his brother; and, having corrupted fomeofhis 
principal officers, who betrayed him into his hands, put him 
into prifon, where he was fo ill treated, that it made a great 
nolfe, and many of tfie nobility, and even the king, threatened 
Foulqucs , if cafe he did not let him liberty. 0 He thought 
it more expedient Jo facrifice the Gejiinois to the king; and. 
Philip , having a fhare in the fpoils, troubled himfelf no far- 
ther about the unfortunate Geoffrey *. This in itfelf would 
be too minute a circumftance for our notice, if«it did net af- 
ford us a perfeft notion of this prince's character, and of that 
fubtilty and want of fincerity which raff through his whole 
conduft. He had a ftrong propenfity to interfere in alt quar* 
reis and difputes amongft his neighbours, under colour of 
mediating between them/ or of fup^orttng the dillreffedf 


* Gum elm. Malmsburienfis. Fragment Hilt. Franoorum* 
• Mezsray. Le Genome. - 
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but, ,ia reality, he meditated only the aggrandizing his own 
power, and procuring either a recompence for his afliftance, 
or a confickration for being quiet. He gave the ftrongtft 
proof of this in a cafe where, of all others, it ought lcalt |o 
have appeared. His tutor Baldwin, carl of Flanders , left 
behind him two fons, Baldwin, who fucceeded him in his 
dominions/ and Robert, count of Frize. The elder made 
war upon the younger; but being killed in battle, Robert 
poflefled himfelf of Flanders , and contained the widow of 
the deceafed to retire \\uh her twoffons, Arnold and Baldwin , 
to Paris , where they were received with all poffible tefti- 
monies of refpeft, and had the ftrongeft aflurances given 
them of being reftored to their dominions b . King Philip 
entered Flanders accordingly, with a numerous army ; bur, 
having the misfortune to be totally beaten near St . Omers , 
and the young count Arnold being unfortunately killed by 
his upcle, Philip foon after abandoned the widow and the 
orphan, who had recourfe to the emperor Henry III. for his 
protection ; and, in all probability, had recovered their do- 
minions.; if the monarch of France had not entered into the 
interejlis of coujit Robert , who, to bind him fafter, engaged A n 
him to efpoufe Bertha , the daughter of the countefs of Frize , Am 
by her firft hufband, which obliged count Baldwin to con- I073# 
tenthimfelf with the county of Hainault , and to make a cef- 
fion to his uncle Robeff of his hereditary dominions c . This 
did not give the French any high idea of their monarch * 
who, though he was fo unfortunate in his foreign expedi- 
tion, was haughty and oppreflive at home, and governed his 
fubjeCls as if he had though t the regal title gave him a power 
to opprefs ; and, at the fame time, took from thofe who felt 
the weight of his oppreffion the right of complaining, as 
well as of redrefs; and the circumftances of the times were 
fuch as permitted hint to do this, without meeting with 
any remarkable chqpk.^ • % 

It is no great wonder that a prince of^fyeh a difpofition Engages in 
fliould not be very careful of commerce, or pay a deep rc-* 
fpc& to the law of nations : and it appears that this was the^'^WH- 
cafe, iiBce.fpme Italian merchants were plundered in hisdo-^ am thc 
minions, and/upon their report, the then pope Gregory VII. ^ on ? uer * 
topk the affair very high. He made it a pretence to inquire ^ 
iiito the general character and conduit of the king ; and knd- MeetJ 
Eng thefe. fuch as they really were, he took from thence oc- facce/s. 
caupn to write to. the duke of Aq&ltaine, exhorting him, and 7 

b Hiftorede FJand. Duplet*. P. Daniel. c Me* 
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the Other great lords of France to remonftrate to the king,; 
whorii he ftiles monfter, wild beaft, and tyrant, againft^hia 
proceeding?, promifing to fecond their reprooPs with "the 
thpnder of the church t , This did not immediately pro* 
duce the effeft that was intended ; the great lopdsin France 
faw that the king was diminilhing his own power* byhar* 
rafting and impovcrifhing his fubjedts; and as to thofe vices 
' and crimes imputed to him by the pop^ they were not fd 
innocent themfelves a& to defire to fee fuch precedents intro- 
duced: and the pope having the depofition of an emperor 
upon his hands, had not leifure to blow the coals long 
enough to raife a rebellion in France , which was very hap- 
py for the king f . He was no left fortunate in his firft war 
againft William , furnamed the Conqueror , who came over 
from England with an army, in order to rechice Hoe!, duke 
of Bretagne , who refufed to acknowlege him for his lord* 
The firft fury of his arms was fpent agatnft Del, to Which 
he laid fiege, and from before which he was obliged to rife* 
with the loft of his baggage, by a numerous army commanded 
by king Philip in perton; and foon after, this quarrel being 
compofed, a peace was concluded, which heightened th< 
preemption of Philip f who thence concluded in favour of 
his forces and fortune 55. 

Enters in - This tranquiliry did not, indeed could not, laft long* 
to in - confidering the fituation of things, an 4 the oppofite difpofi- 
trigues tion of the two monarchs ; for William was open and violent* 
«wtth Ro pbiup malicious, which however he knew well how to con- 

&fi*[on to cea ** a cl °k corie fp° n ^ ence wit h Robert , the el- 

Wiiliani ° ^ on Conqueror, a prince as ambitious of authority 

who re - * as was “capable of executing it K He had been the^ 

wol/s a - author of all the difturbances in Normandy ; and at length, 
gaixfthim. pretending to relent a childifh aftion in his two yonngef 
brothers, retired frfm court, and broke into open rebellion; 
Philip not*>nly encouraged as4ie hac^wwsted Phis behaviour, 
but alfo gave to Robert the town of Cerberoi , In Beauvoijinsi 
a place of fome ftrength, and very well fituated for the pur- 
pofe of diftu&ing Normandy, King William followed his 
ion thither with an army, and befieged him but thefor- 
ti eft, being well provided, made a good defence, and prince 
Robert , who, with all his faults, was one of the braveft meet 
cf his time, in a Tally wounded and unhoried his father, but 

f Hiftoire det Papes. Mbzeray. PJDanibl. * Fpift, 
Gregor, vii. lib. in Ep. 5, 32, 35/ s Du Tillet. 
h Fragment. deGutiELvi. Conquefbr. * Odbric Vi^alis. 
Guliem. Gbmeticeni* «. * • 
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Without knowing him, till his voice difeovered who he was in 
his fa!}. R$crt then nfifed him up, threw himfelf at his A.D. 

feet, and fet him upon his own horfe; which contributed ioSi, 
fomewhat to another peace, but never to a thorough recon- 
ciliation, the father being as little difpofed to forgive as the 
fopi was to be quiet r and Philip , who aflefted upon all ocA- 
fions being the mediator, Was equally an enemy to both k . 

Some years clapfed before things broke out again Into a 4 nr* u 
flame ; and even then William, wiw never fought quarrels * qtay wVA 
Would not have enter ei*Francc, if the flippancy of the king s Norman- 
tongue had not provoked him to a reply, which made it ne- ^ 
cellliry. The Engli/Jj monarch, who was a very unwcildy ^ cn ^'f 
man, being indifpofed, kept his bed for fome time ; upon ^ 

Which Philip fait^ often to his courtiers, “ Tho’ William is //,[. ' nn . 

“ fo long lying in, I doubt, when he comes abroad, he will*. ^,., 
i( be as big as over.” Which being reported to that prince, * 
he faid to thefe about him, “ It will not be long before I go 
“ abroad, and let him know that fo many lights lhall be 
iC carried at iriy churching (for the cuflom then was, upon 
“ fuch occallons, foi: Women to carry a torch), as (lull en- 
“ lighten all France , and make him repent his jell In 

execution of this threat he belieged the city of Mantes, ra- 
vaged the country round about, and, having taken the place, 
burnt it ; but was fo cxceffivcly heated by approaching too 
near the fire, that, turning his horfe to retire, and finding a 
ditch in Kis way, lie, in leaping it, received a confufion from 
the pomel of his laddie in his ’ flomach , of which he died I0 ^7' 

not long after at Rouen, leaving behind him three fons, who 
were upon the worft terms polfible with each other, and cou- 
fequently flood alike expofed to the efforts of their enemies 

Philip was by this means delivered from a potent adver -Th: kings 
fary, atrd believed, as he had reafon to beHevc, that he had fal/e cm,- 
no thing to fear /roin Robert, Jp whom his fathe%left the duel, di- 
duchy of Normandy, fils ambition, as upon^ther occasions, wren his 
Outran his prudence; he publifhed his claim to tlic realm oiH ueen > 
England, while his brother IViiliam was taking ^offeflion of 
it; Which *i6t only fruftratgd his own deflgns, but brought 
IViiliam fiver wiili an army Into Normandy n . Robert, fuf- 
peeling his brother Henry to be fecretly embarked in his de- rfboufe. 
fign, defpoiled him of th& Cotaitin, and then had r#cou rfe to 

k Frag. bid. Franc. Gulielm. Malmcf* Roc* Hove®. 

1 Gi/Helm. Malmffeurierfs. Mat. Paris, lib. ii. GuluL*. 
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Philip foe his affiftance. The king made great profeffions, 
and entered Normandy with an army which might have made 
thpfe good c ; bur William flackened his pace by the help of 
ntbney, and, by the repetition of this argument* detached 
him from the caufe that wanted it. Robert was* forced to 


cqnfent to- a peace ; by which William kept what he had con-; . 
quered, Henry was reftored to what he had loft, and the 
unfortunate prince firft mentioned was atjthe expence of all 0 . 
The politics of Philip were right for the prefent, which is 
the rock that cunning fpllts on ; trae wifdom would have 
taught him to- fupport Robert, and to have placed his feett* 
rity not in the divifion of the duchy of Normandy , but in 
preferving it for the lawful duke, and thereby making him 
his friend r. This was one falfe ftep ; he quickly committed 
another. He was grown weary of his wife*, tho* hp had by 
her two fons and a daughter. He recolle&ed that fee was 
related to him, tho’ at a great diftance ; or, perhaps, his 
flatterers forged a pedigree to make this probable. However 
it was, he found churchmen to divorce him, and fent her to 
Montreuil ; where, in proccfi of time, fee died of ill treat- 
ment and a broken heart. He then demanded in marriage 
Emma, the daughter of count Roger , brother to the duke of 
Calabria ; who, confenting to it, fent over the lady richly 
adorned with jewels, and with a large portion in ready 
money. The Italian writers fay tUs was done purely to 
deprive her of them ; the French hiftorians deny the intention ; 
^ D. k ut » l ^ e he certain, it fignifies little what was the de- 
1092. *ig n As t0 apparent reafoa, why the king did not 
cl'poufe her, that arofe from another flip in the king’s con- 
duit ; which, as it was one of the fouleft, fo it was alfo the 
- moft fatal he ever made, and the effefts of which purfued 
him to his grave. 

Carries Foulques l# Rechin, count of Anjou, whofe charac- 
away the ter we ntentioned before, tte* far*5n years/and tho’ he had 1 
tonnufiof two wives already, having heard of Bertrade de Montfort , a 
Anjou young lady frteemed the handfomeft in France, was bent on 
IILA man 7 in 8 her > and > n ° l without fome difficulty, brought it 
andVrc* ldx)Ut ’ her family facrificing her to their o>yi interest. This 
tends to AVOman > t,red ot an gouty, and furly hufband, and he^r- 
'marry her. in 8 th »t the king had parted with his wife, privately invited 
him to come and fee her. Upon this he framed fome pre» 


0 Guliblm. Gem. Mexer, P. Daniel. p Ghroniques 
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fence for going to Tours , where the count of Anjou received 
him with all poflible duty and refpett; in return for which 
he deduced his wife to elope, and follow him ft Orleans r . 

He was not fatisfied, with the pofleffion of this woman, Due 
he. refolved at all events to marry her, and to this end 
a divorce was procured between her and her hufband ; jjut 
when this bar wa9 removed* none of the bifhops of France 
could, be prevailed on to celebrate this marriage* or even to 
be prefent at it. lie contrived, however, to get it done, with 
£bme kind of folemnity, by Eudes ,* bifhop of Bayeaux , bro- 
ther by the mother's fide to William the Conqueror , iit the 
prefence of the bifiiop of Senlis, and the archbifhop of ^ jj 
Rouen , all Normans *. This did not hinder pope Urban the I0 ^* 
fecondfrom caufing the whole matter to beclofcly examined 
in a council held at Autun , where the king was excommuni- 
cated in cafe he did not part with this woman, whtAn he {tiled 
his wife. Some have pretended, that his fubjefts were re- 
leafed from their obedience, and the kingdom put under an 
interdict ; but in this there is no truth, all the eflefts of the 
excommunication were, that he did not hear divine fervlce In 
public, and that, he did not wear his crown or robes of ftate. 

It is ftue, the pope threatened to proceed further ; but the 
king, promiiiiig to fubmit, obtained a flay of the cenfure. 

However, as he broke his word, the pope fummoned an- io'9$. 
other council at Clermpit, in which he was excommunicated 
afrefh c , the clergy of France making no manner of oppo- 
fition. 

It was in this council that the Hrft croifade %ras publifhed His p oor s 
for the recovery of the Holy Land ; it was about tRis time alfo, behaviour 
or rather a little before, that Henry of Burgundy went, with under re - 
other French lords, to the aflifiance of the Spaniards againff peated ex~ 
the infidels, which procured that young prince a marriage communi- 
fuitable to his rank, and the county of 1 Portugal in dowry cat !°. n !* ^ 
with his wife $ *but *hef>examples wrought nothing on the a Jy m 
king. His brother Hugo, indeed, took she crofs, and his tains ah* 
friend Robert duke of Normandy ; but as for Philip , tho* he j- 0 i ut i on * 
humbled himfelf fo far to the pope as to procure an abfolu- 
tion, yet waning alike the fortitude of a prince and the true 
principle of a penitent, he relapfed into his former fcandaloug 
manner of living with the countefs of Anjou, and was ex- 
communicated a third time. His condudt, fo unworthy of a 
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prince, expofed him juftly to the contempt of the people 
l oo many of the nobility followed his example, and at the 
fame time cfcfpifed his authority ; not only making war ufxm 
ealh other, but fpoiling and robbing his fubjects with 
equal impudence and impunity. All this time Philip 
foliciting and cajoling the court of Romt, till ac length 
he prevailed with pope Paj'chal to caufe the whole of his 
affair to be reviewed in a council held at P miters, which* 
notwithlhmding all the efforts that could be made by the po- 
pulace, excited by his partisans, terminated in a new ex- 
communication w . But notwithftanding this, the queen be- 
ing dead* and the old count of Anjou offering, for a large 
linn of money, to give whatever affiftance might be ftquifitfe 
to procure a papal difpenfation for the king’s marriage, he 
renewed his inflances at Rome, offering at the fame time to 
fubmic to whatever penance Ihould be enjoined } and in the 
end, by the influence of pr dents and prayers, obtained ab- 
folution *. 1 

But- tho > this quieted, in fome mcstfhre, his domeftk: 
affairs, yet, in refpeft to hi3 authority, it Was fo far from 
being- rfc-efhiblifhed, that the nobility affected more and 
more a degree of independency, utterly incompatible ^vith 
the refpeX due to him by the conftitution* as it then floods 
Some of them, Indeed, fuch as William duke of Aquitaine, 
and oven the count of- Anjou , behaved in a very different 
manner ; but this arofe from their own notions of things, and 
particular connexions, and not from a principle of obedi- 
ence, or any awe they flood in of his power : for the 
Idler nobility, and even his immediate vaffals, infill ted him 
*,very hour, plundered his fubjtfts, and cut off the commu- 
nication between Paris and Orleans . All this did not roufe 
Philip from that idle and indolent courfe of life which he had 
led for many years, f and, rather than it fhould* he affociated 
his eldeft fen or at kttff declared thim, 1 with the con- 

tent of his nobility* his fucccffor y. This young prince was 
the very reverfc of his father, aXtve, vigilant* affable, free 
from the vices incident to youth, and in all refpettj one- of 
the braveft and worthieft- men this country e^er produced. 
It may be the vices of the father, and the confidences of 
thele vices, might be the beft leffons to hfe fon. He faw 
that, in a corrupted flats, theft was nothing to be done but- 

t 
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by force ; he kept therefore continually in the field, with a 
fmall body of troops about him, and thefe h% employed 
again!! fuch^as would not liften to the dictates of juflice ai\d 
equity, and even treated the laws of their country with de- 
riiion. He demoliflied their cnfllcs, he compelled them to 
reftitutiqn, he forced them to abandon the eftates of which 
they had deprived the bifliops and the clergy ; anil he did 
this in fo difintereft<jd a manner, and with fo indifpntable a 
zeal for the public welfare, that, after a few wflorics gained, 
and fomc unavoidable i ft fiances offeverity, he bi ought things 
into tolerable order, and at the fame time gained the afifcftion 
of the better part of the nobility, and the reverence of the 
people in general fo absolutely, that all hiftorians agree he 
(lived the liate from deftrudlion, and the monarchy from be- 
ing abfolutcly fuBvcrted A Service fo great, that it merited 
a return very different from that which it met with. 

Bkrtradk, who now fliled hcrfclf queen of France, His 
faw, with infinite chagrin, the good fortune of Lewis, in ~ 
and the univerlal refpedt that was paid him, notwithftand- ^ env .fi r ft 
ing that fbc could not but be fcnfiblc that Philip could Scarce c ° m P cli * 
have preferved Mmfelf upon the throne, if Providence had 
not railed him up fuch a Support. She had two Sons by the 
king, and had the fucceffion in view ; to which flie. thought t&rn'poi- 
Lewis the only obftacle, his brother Henry being dead a .j 0 ,i S him . 
This induced her to jfl-adlife all her arts, and none of her 
fex had more, to Strengthen her own party, and to diftrefs 
and difturb the young king. He was not at all of a temper 
capable of returning fuch ufage ; and therefore, when hg 
found the realm in fomc degree of quiet, he thought it better 
to retire out of the reach of the llorm than to run the rilkof 
fupporting it. It was chiefly with this view that he made a 
voyage to England ; tho’ probably with fc^pe plaufibJc pre- 
tence, fince it was with the content of king Philip, # nnd was 
received by Henry wfth ttie greatefl teftimoyies of kindnefs 
and efteetn b . He had not been long at cSurt, before the 
Englijh monarch received, by an exprefs, a letteft' from king 
Philip, figpiifyirig, that, for certain important reafons, he 
ftiouid lie exceedingly obliged to him if he clofely confined 
hisfon, or removed him altogether out of the way. Henry , 
in Stead of executing fo infamous a requeft, fhewed the letter 
to Lewis , gave him his beft advice, and, having loaded him 

• 
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with prefents, fent him home with all the marks 6f hottour 
and regard poflible. At his return, Lewis demanded juflice 
for this attempt ; at which the king appeared mhch amaied, 
as having in reality no concern in it e . But Bertrade, whole 
fear was now as Arong as her ambition, thinking there was 
n<j time to be loll, no means to be left untried, procured 
poifon to be given him ; which wrought fo violently, that 
the ableft phyfiejans thought it impolfityc to fave him. A 
Ai anger, however, undertook the cure, and fucceeded in it, 
only a palenefs remained in his countenance during life, not- 
withftanding that he grew afterwards fo corpulent as to be 
furnamed the Grofs d . 
h con - Upon this new and flagrant aft of violence, Lewis was ok 

Jiratneito the point of coming to extremities, and of having recourfe 
to l ^ e l amc methods for obtaing juflice in his own caufe, 
n?Z which he had fo often employed to procure it for others. 
on bit ' but the king, unable to part with Bertrade , and as unable to 
mnt, proteft her, had recourfe tp the pity of his fon, to whom 

nvj>ich he obliged her to make thp mofl humble fubmiflions ; and it 

Juiuedi was upon this Qccafipn that fhe fhewed the utmoft extent of 
her addrefs, infomuch that it fiill remains undecided, whether 
fhe feigned or felt that penitence by which fhe totally dif- 
armed Lewis of his refentment *. We may the lefs wonder 
at this, fince wp are informed, that fhe had fuch an abfolute 
.command over mqrqfe Fouhpies of Rechin, that he pafled 
whole days at her feet like her fl^vp ; and it is certain, that 
he entertained the king apd hpr at Anglers with all the pomp 
and magnificence poffible, and waited on them in pcrlon at 
table. After this reconciliation, fhe (hewed, upon all occa- 
iions, the mo(l ptofound refpeft for Lewis, acknowleged 
that he iuprit$d ine ciown he had favpd, and placed all hopes 
In providing for the fafety and fuhfiftence of her children in 
recommending them to his favour f . 
fht depth We tjtcpt with nothing after tins, that din be Ailed me- 
tfh*g morable, in th? feign of king Philip, neither does it dearly 

fhilip, appear whether, with all his fubmiflions to fhe fee of Rome^ 
pud the by which he djfgrnced hjmfelf fo much in the eye§ of Aran- 

arcum- gees aim of his own fubjefts, he obtained jl full cqnfirma- 

Bancito/ t y 0 „ 0 f j,;. : nan (age; that is, fuch a confirmation as the 
pujamtj. ppfjjjfg afipmed lo thppifel' es a power of giving. It is, 
however, generally fpeaking, held probable that he did ; 

* Oder Vita*. Dvuix, LeGend. 4 Du Tillet, 
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* lincc; towards the clofe of his reign, the hiftorians give her 
the title of queen, and fpeak of her children as rendered 
capable of athe fucceffion 8. Yet Mezeray fufpafts this, and 
fays with great freedom, that the biiliops of France flattered 
the king’s infamous adultery, by beftowing on it the honour- 
able title of marriage h . But, however this might be, he re- 
mained as much attached tq her as ever to the lad hoift* of 
his life. He died at Melun , on the 29th of July , in the 50th 
year of his reign,* reckoning from his coronation in his fa- 
ther’s life-time, and 0 in the 47ttt from the deceafe of that 
prince *. There were many great afrions performed by the 
French nation while he fat upon the throne, tho* there was 
little done by him ; but as thefe aftions muft be treated of in 
other places, it would have been to no purpofe to diftraft the 
thread of our narration by fhort and imperfeft accounts of 
them, merely becaufe they fell within this period of time (E). 

Lewis 


* Guliel. Malmf. Dupleix, P. Daniel. h Du Til- 
let, Mezeray, P. Daniel. 1 Epitaph, Philippi, 

Gulielm. Malmf. LeGendre. 


(E) Philip, tho’ he had few 
virtues, had many good qua- 
lities ; he was courteous, ge- 
nerous, and compaflirtiate, to 
perfons in diltrefs ; which ren- 
dered him eafy in private life, 
and in a great meafure abated 
that hatred, which otherwife 
would have been excited by his 
vices (6). In his time it be- 
came a cuftom for the great 
officers of date to witnefs char- 
ters and other inftrumenta of 
a public nature. {JndAr his 1 
reign began the religious or- 
ders of the chaitreux, cifteaux, 
and canons regular, of St. Au» 
gufiine. * He took advantage of 
the Srfl croifade to unite to 
the dominions of the crown the 
County of Bourses, fold to him 
by its lord to raife money for his 
equipage. The great indolence 


of his temper promoted that ex- 
pedition, Which a prince of a 
higher fpirit would, perhaps, 
have prevented, and under an 
adlive king the great lords of 
France would have been lefs 
forward (7). His anceftors had 
done much towards reforming 
the morals of the people; in 
his time they became very cor- 
rupt, which was owing to fe- 
veral caufics, but chiefly to his 
own bad example, and the lux- 
ury of his court, tht reftraining 
prieits froim*marriage by a de- 
cree of the council of Troyes t 
and by the efledte of the croi- 
fade. By his queen Bertha , 
who diea of a broken heart 
at Montreal, he had his fuc- 
ceflbr Lewis* Henry, who died 
young, and Conflantia, who 
naarried firH Hugues , count of 


(6) Epitaph . Philippi, P. JEmilivt, Annul Franeerum, Du Chefn* 9 tom . if, 
(7) Albert . Ajmi $ torn* u f, 224. Ge/aDei per Fromit, f. 35, * Gulielm . 
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Lnyvi$ the fixth, called by the f old hiftorians Lewis 
Thibaut, and, from his fize in the latter part of his reign, . 
furnamed l^cwts the Grofs , afliimed the foie admjniftraticjp or 
affairs on the demife of his father, when he was entering the 
30th year -of his age. The firft thing he thought neceffary 
was his coronation, notwithftanding, as moll writers fay, 
he^had been attually crowned in the life-time of his father, 
t and in this he met with fome difficulty k . There was at this 
time a fchifm in the church of Rhc'rns ; and therefore, by thq 
advice of the bilhop of Chartres , who was one of the molt 
refpe&abie prelates in Trance, the kirfg caufed bimfclf to be 
crowned at Orleans by the bilhop of that city. This, being 
done with great folcmnity, might probably add fome weight 
to his authority ; but it was very far from procuring him that 
tranquility which he expelled. This dillurbance did not 
arife from the great lords, who had an affeffion for his per* 
fon, and had not the leafi ctiufe to be jealous of his power, 
but from the infol^nce of his immediate vaflals, who, juflly* 
apprehending that he would put an end to thofe exorbitances 
which they had hitherto committed with impunity, con* 
federated together to give him all the trouble in their 
power. In order to conceive this, and without a clear Con- 
ception of it wjiat we have to fay will be unintelligible, it i$ 
requifiteto obferve, that the domain, that is, the territory ac- 
tually in pofleffion of the king, confided only of Paris, Or- 
leans, Eta?nf>s, Compiegne, Me lu n, Bulges, and a few other 
places of Iefs confideration !. Among!! the lords then in 
arms the principal were the lords of Corbeil and Mantc d# 

k Sucbr. vit. Ludovici Grofli, Mezeray, Lp Gejjdr** 

1 Chron. ScnQnfe, Du Tilj,et, P. J)aniel. 

Troyes, and, being divorced from prince of Antioch, and next to 
him, on pretence St cQufan- Pons de Touloufc, count of Tri - 
guinity, Bvumond prince of foli[fy. P/mlip, by his own de, 
Antioch. His children by the fire, was buried at Flcvry, which 
famous Bertresde, who is faid is the fame monaftcry now 
to ha\ p died a 'penitent, were known by the name of St. Bty- 
P 'bilip count of Manfe, whole net on the Loire, He feigned 
eilate, were ponfifeated for rp- longer than any^jf his pftdg- 
bcllion, and who died without celiors except CAotaire, and thai> 
iflup, Florence, who left only a any of his fuccelTors except 
daughter, ^nd Cecilia , who was Lewis the fourteenth (9). 
twige married> firil to Tancr^l 


. (8) Dr T;/let } .St. Mirtkc, y, de Screes, Dvpiti* Chalons^ 
P r f< e Cmrire, ffanault, ffoutanviliicrs. 
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Puifct in Bt’iUice, de iauct, dc Montfort, de Mon.tlherre,d* 
Rochefort, Sec. Their fiefs lay fo intermixed with the king’* 
domain as gut it out of his power to a/TejnWe, oa any occa* 
fion, the whole -of the little force he had, gave them themoft 
favourable opportunities of making diver lions, when any of 
them were attacked, and in lliprc embroiled him in fuch a 
manner, that, tho’ be had the lofty title of king of France, 
he had fcarce the fo'ength of a duke of Burgundy. Of thi$ 
a more flagrant inlhmcc cannot be given, than his being obliged 
thrice to beflege the little cafile of Puifet. The firlt time he 
was d; (appointed for if ant of provifions ; at the feepnd he 
was beaten by the confederates, and forced to ruife the liege ; 
but at lalt he became mailer of, and demolilhed, ir. He 
treated in the fame manner other fqrtrefles, as foon ns he rc> 


duped them ; b^t what hp chiefly relied on was the laws. 

With the execution of which he charged liimfelf by force of 
arms ; and, tiding in this matter with an impartial fpirit of 
Jufticc, he gained the refpeft of the clergy, and the love of 
the common people, whom he protected upon all occa lions, 
not only again if the opprdlions of their lords, but alfo the 
officers of his provyu and army, according to his own excel- 
lent maxim, that* a king ought to have no favourites but his 
people 

It was not till he had reduced moll: cf thefe malecontents, Finds a 
of whom he left very f^w in a capacity to give him farther very far- 
trouble, that he began to take notice of his capital enemy, tnidabU 
without whqfe encouragement thofe lords durit not have enemy in 
(lined, and but for whole affi (lance they muft have been Henry f. 
quickly lubdiied : this was Henry king of England , one of A 
the ablclt, and at the fame time one of the molt ambitious, England: 
princes of that age ; who, while he held a fair correfpondence, 
and prof died the utmoft kindnefs and friendship for the two 
kings Philip and Lewie, held nevertbelcfs % clofe correfpon- 
dence with the r»aiecontci;t 6 } and encouraged them 40 remain 
in arms to the very laft, that he might bav^ nothing to fear 
for his duchy of Normandy \ and that, by* wafting audhar* 
raffing each other, their fipeugth might be fo far reduced, as 
to afford <iim an opportunity of making certain acquifitions, 
upon \fnich he had fet his eyes, to theie his favourite domi- 
nions \ The point upon which Lewis demanded fatisfac- 
lion, was the demolition of Gifors on the Epte, which had 
been fiipniated by treaty ; l>u,t which, by various pretences, . 

Henry had hitherto eluded, When their armies were on the 
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p6int of coming to a battle, Lewis propofed an acconunodar 
tion ; and, When this failed, offered to decide the difpute b§r 
a fingle cdlnbat ; at which Henry fmiled, and feid, that he 
could but keep the place if he was viftorious, which .was al- 
ready in his hands without fighting ; fo that the king of 
France ftak^l his life againft a place of importance, whereas 
h£was to flake his life and that too againft nothing °. A 
battle enfued, in which the Normans were beat, and not 
long after a peace was concluded, aud William the only fon 
of Henry did homage td king Lewis* for the duchy of Nor- 
mandy ; which the king hi* father conflantly refufed to do, 
as thinking it inconfiftent with the dignity of a crowned 
head, or rather of fo potent a prince p. 
ftu vaf- This war was fcarce ended, before the king found himfelf 
Jiali give again involved in frcfh broils with his vaffala, againft whom 
himfrejh he was continually fighting battles, with various fuccefs, and 
* r0t f^ur ver y frequently at the great hazard of his life q . It may feem 
li orf 6 ftran S e tkat a kin 6 F rance * a ble to lead numerous armies 
mainal- * mt0 and maintain them againft the Englijb mon- 

mo jl a i„ arch in Normandy , fhould not be able to crufh the little 
nvays in lords in his own dominions, whofe own ipfolence was the 
the Jield. foie ground of their quarrel, and the fingle objett they had 
in view plundering the poor people r . But this difficulty 
will be folved, by obferving, that, in his wars with Henry, 
Lewis was aflifted by the great vafljjls of the crown, par- 
ticularly by Robert count of Flanders ; who with their forces 
ferved at their own expence, not only becaufe it was their 
duty, but becaufe they were as jealous of the power of 
Henry as Lewis himfelf : but, in the wars againft his own 
vaflals, they took no fharc at all, or, if they did, it was by. 
way of confederacy with the king, and then the oppofing 
party had their confederates likewife. This alfo accounts for 
the encouragement given by kings to tSofe repeated expedi- 
tions into«jthe Holy Land , whieli depopulated their dominions, 
D - and deprived thegi of their fubjefts, but delivered them at 
,110 * the fame time from thofe mutinous noblemen, who, if they 
had not been* thus fighting abroad, would have been con- 
tinually embarked in rebellions at home *. # 

Theme - Thj count de Blois , likewife (filed count of *Cham- 

thuds ufed pagne , who was nephew to the king of England, quickly 
h revived the war between the two kings, tho’ it was carried 
*i"£ s on in his name ; and Lewif, to Ihew that he could negociate 
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as well as fight, 4 reW in Foulques count of Anjou, the fan t*wjs «*4 
of Foulques le Reeb'A and Bertrade , to. refufe homage to Henry tn 
for file county of Maine , which he had Acquired by ft ri9 *$tbe* 
marriage ; but this walr did not turn at all to his advantage, 
fince his army was not only tdtally defeated by that of 
jeount of Blois, but alfo the gallant earl of Flanders trampled tnter V u 
to death c . Soon after the king of England arrived in j&r- 
mandy, and having got Robert de Belefme, one of the lords 
who revolted' from hu% into his hand v fent him to prifon, 
from whence he was difeharged onfy by death, and fo frighted 
the reft of the malecon tents, that they fpeedily fubmitted j 
and, the two kings meeting at Gifors, a peace was concluded, 
entirely to the king of England s honour and intereft, , to 
whom not only the count of Anjou did homage~£or the 
county of Maine, but alfe Alain the third for his duchy of 
Bretagne ; and, what ftrengkhened him Hill more, die mar- 
ried one of his daughters to Conan , the fon of that duke, the 
other being already married to the emperor Henry the fifth, 
and at the lame rime his fon William efpoufed the daughter 
and heirefs of the count of Anjou u . The king, after thi* 
peace, thinking it high time to fettle himfelf, and to fecure A. 2 X’ 
the fucceflion, efpoufed Alix or Adelaide , the daughter of H13- 
Humbert , count of Maurienne , or of Savoy , for whom he 
had a ftrong and lafting affeftion during his whole life. This 
marriage did not, iarfeed, add any immediate ftrength to 
the king ; but the new queen rendered herfelf fo acceptable 
to the nobility, and atted on all occafions with fo much 
wifdom and diferetion, as proved of great ufe to Lewis 
during the remaining part of his reign y . 

, The misfortunes of the laft war chagrined this monarch Anew 
exceedingly, and therefore he readily liftened to the inter- war, in 
ceffion of a young prince ; who, after traverfing feveral other •which 
courts, tho* a perfeft youth, came at lSft to take flielter in Henry is 
his. This w!is William, the* fon of Robert duke of Nor - a &?* n . 
mdndy , and grandfon of the conquemr, who earneftly ***"?"** 
prefled him to intercede for his father’s liberty, and for the Lewis/** 
reftitution of the duchy of Normandy, which he claimed as ma \e peace 
his ijght. The king advifed him to form as ftrong a party on bis own 
as he could in Normandy ; to engage the counts ot Flanders term** 
and Anjm in his v intereft 5 and that, whenever they were 
ready to att, he fhould not find him backward. In thi9 
William fucceeded to his wilh j^and, when all things were 
perfeftly ripe, he fignified to Henry his delire that an end 
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might T)s put to duke Robert's iinprifonmcnt x . This being 
peremptorily refilled, the king and the earl of Flanders civ 
tered Normandy ; upon which the nobility Hfegan every- 
where to. rife, and proclaimed William {heir tlukc. In his 
whole reign Henry was never fo much embarrafled ; a con- 
("piracy bioke out in his court, which alarmed him more than 
till the ryll. \ he carl of Flanders advanced to the very 
gates of Rouen, and burnt the fuburhs ; fome places of 
itrength wet e taken, others revolted, and his affairs fell very 
Jaw; yet he made no overtures of peace. On the contrary, 
he difputed every inch o( ground, brought over forces from 
England, and kept his fortified places- well garrifoned arid 
%vcil (applied, till the ciuke of Bretagne and the carl of 
Champagne marched to his a Hi fiance y . Lewis, with his 
victorious army, afted with great vigour, aftd marching to 
reduce Ncjon, were fur pi ifed to find Henry in their way ready 
to give them battle ; the nftion was very bri(k, tho* not very 
bloody; the kings were respectively very near being killed or 
taken ; but at length, through the military (kill of Henry , 
Lewis was totally defeated, and forced to fly on foot, and 
with much ciiliiculty arrived at Andcly z . Soon after pope 
(lalixtus the fecund held a great council at Rbeims, at which 
. king J jew is aflifted in perlon, wheie he made great com- 
plaints of Henry ; upon which the pontif undertook to me- 
tliue a peace between them : for whi«h purpofe he went to 
Ciprs, were he conferred with the king of England about 
his own affairs, as well as thofc of Lrwis ; but found him 
equally firm as to both. This pontif had, in the council, 
excommunicated the emperor Henry the fifth, on the fub* 
jeer of invefiiturcs, and threatened the Englijh king with the 
fame treatment ; but to no purpofe. Betides, Henry had 
bought the count of Anjou, Baldwin earl of Flanders was 
dead of the wound# he received in the la IV battle, and mo(V 
of the Nortona lords were either ruiifed or reduced ; fo that 
^ jy Lewis was once nflwe obliged to make peace with him upon 
1 120. k" ls own terms.. The joy of Henry , however, was quickly 
qualified by the lofs of his two fens, and a great number of 
his nobility* who were (hip* wrecked in thtir pafla#e to 
England, thio* their own ill-conduff, and the drunkennefs of 
the Teamen 

A war The king of France, confidcring that Henry had now no 
with the male lemaining, fupplied duko William , the fon of 
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Robert, with large Cams of money, and enabled him there- emperor, 
by to renew bis intrigues with the nobility of Normandy ; in which 
who*, looking upon him as the laft heir of their ancient Lewis 
dlik.es, notwithftanding all they had fuSbred, had a very brings* 
ftrong alFedtion for him. The count of* Anjou; feeing his t rocli $> wtti 
daughter a widow, and without children, by the death gi a, ‘ m L *?J a 
prince William of England, gave his fecond daughter Sybil f<t the J li * * 
to that young prince, with the county of Maine b . Charles 
of Denmark, who ftad fucceedcd his coufin BaLhvin in tho 
earldom of Flanders, gnibarked like wile in this de/ign, and 
the confederacy grew fo ftrong, that at length they made bfit 
little doubt of carrying their point ; but the prudent and for- 
tunate Henry difappointed them once more. He had ef- 
poufed the couiiu of the pope, and by < that means gained 
him fo much to bis intereft, that, upon exhibiting the pedi- 
grees of duke William and the daughter of the comlt of An~ 
jou , their marriage was declared null, and that unfortunate 1 
prince left once more without any other fupport than hi$ 
merit and birth ; and coming in perfon into Normdttdy, be- 
fore things Were fettled, he feized fame of the makron rents, 
cajoled others, "aryL defeated the reft It remained vo com- 
plete his revenge to humble the king of France, and With this 
view he excited the emperor Henry the fifth, who quickly 
aifembled all the power of Germany ; giving out, that he* 
would burn the city Rhcims to the ground, in reffent-* 
ment of the excommunication pronounced again# him in the 
council held there. Lewis toot advantage of this declara- 
tion, and fummoned all the vaffals of the crown to fend their 
forces to Amiens at a fhort day, when it dearly appeared 
how different a thiiig it was to attack the kingdom and the 
king of France $ for w hen Lewis put him fell at the head of 
the army, it confifted'- of two hundred thou (and men, and, 
on their beginning to march, the emperor Iftxmdcncd his de- 
fign ; and 1 , dffimflinggthe army kte had raifed in re- A. IX 

tired' into the hc3act of his own dominiow? d . The king; 112^ 
billing to make ufe ofi fa irrefiftable a force, # would have* 
led them immediately into Normandy; in order to eftablifh 
duke Wjjjlikm^ t<^ whom he had: given another wife, with a 
confidmble- territory, on the frontiers- of that duchy. ' His 
great vaflals, however, told him plainly, that they would da 
uo fuch thing 5. for that they aflcmbled to defend the terri- 
tories of France from the iavafion^pf * foreign prince, and 
not .to extend his power by dcftrqying that balance which 

.> Ope*. Vttal. DnfrLEix, P. Daniei,. * Hew. 
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arofe from the king of England's poflefling Normandy , which 
they looked upon as neceflary to their fafety e . On this oc- 
cafion we*firft hear of the oriflame, which vtos, projfcrly 
fpeaking, the banner of the abbey of St. Denis , being a 
crimfon flag fixed to a gilt lance, from whence it derived its 
n^me • and from its being borne, on this occasion, before the 
king, came in after- times to be confidered as the royal ftand- 
ard of France. At this time, however, every abby had it 9 

ftandard, and fome lord who was its adVoyer, or protestor, 

who commanded their tenants and men of war, whenever, ac- 
cording to the ft range cuftom of that age, they happened to 
have any quarrel with their neighbours, which they were 
inclined to decide, as all points of controverfy were then de- 
cided, by the law of arms f . 

William, The drawing together this amazing fonce inclined, and 
the fm of the death of the emperor, which happened foon after, made 
Rot >erc it neceflary for, the king of England to conclude a peace, to 

dukt of which king Lewis was not at all averfe ; fo that it was 

Norman- quickly fettled upon eafy and equal terms, and, which 19 
/ fomewhat extraordinary, was much better obferved than any 

count of treat y between thefe two princes had hitherpbeen ; and yet, 
Flanders lln< ^ er P retence of aflifting their allies, thefe monarchs, from 
and killed timc to time » S ave the world fufficiently to underftand they 
there. were far from being reconciled. Charles earl of Flanders , 
being aflaflinated by fome difeon Vented fubjefts, Lewis 
entered that country with a fmall army ; and, having 
furprifed the offenders, punifhed them as they deferved. 
After this the queftion was, how to difpofe of the dignity, to 
which there were many pretenders, and amongft them Bald- 
win earl of Mons, whofe grandfather had been deprived of 
the earldom by Robert count of Prize , and Thierry count of 
Alface , who was lifter’s fon to that count of Prize *. The 
king fet them altf afide to make way for William, the fon of 
Robert d«ke of Normandy, which c anfiyered two purpofes ; 
it gave the king*# right to refume what he had bellowed 
uppn this prince, till he could obtain for him fome eftablilh- 
ment, and it put it much more in his power to fupport his 
claim to his father’s duchy than hitherto it^had eveg been. 
Henry , on the othef hand, refolving at any rate to gain the 
count of Anjou , married his only daughter, the emprefs 
dowager, to Geoffrey Plantagenet , the ton of that count, 
tho* a boy ; and not long, after the count fiimfelf, partly a* 
the king’s perfuafion, and parly from ambition, went into the 
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Holy Land, to receive the crown of Jerufalem h . Having thus 
fecured himfelf from all apprehenfions on that Jide, he 
redfed histoid ally, the earl of Champagne , to fupport 
Thierry of Alface againft his nephew count William, , in which 
conteft, however, that young prince had the better ; but, 
receiving a wound in the hand, a gangrene feized the agn, 
of which he died. This gave his competitor an opportunity 
„ to make himfelf matter of Flanders ; upon which the king re- A J>. 
ceived his homage ; which prevented Henry , who waited all 1128. 
this time in Normandy to fee what turn the war would take, 
from breaking openly with France . A thing which he flu- 
dioufly avoided, unlefs fecure of fome advantage 1 . 

As peace was now reftored, the king thought it expedient The king 
to place the crown upon the head of his elaeft fon Philip ; caufes bis 
which was accordingly done, with all the ufual folemnities, eldefijm 
at Rheims. This being over, he thought himfelf more at™KP f 
leifure to correft many inconveniencie 9 which had graduahy ***** . 
crept into different parts of the kingdom, and which, in thofe de ** * i 9 
times, could be done no other way than by force; and 
in thefe his good endeavours, he met with oppofition from fome/, fo 9 
of the great lords, he was a flitted and fupported by others : crowned. 
fo that, by executing the decrees of his fupreme courts of 
juftice, he rendered appeals frequent, and, with an apparent 
zeal for the public good, extended his own authority K 
Pope Innocent the fec«nd, finding himfelf conftrained to leave 
Home by his competitor, retired into France , where he was 
received with great refpcft, and kept his Eafter with great 
fplendour at Paris. But the joy of the court was quickly 
turned into mourning by the fall of the young king Philip 
from his horfe, of which he died on the 3d of OFlober . Be- iijiJ 
fore tljc clofe of the month a general council was held at 
Rheims, in which the king as well as the pope was prefent, 
and there the crown was fet upon the Tlcad of Lewis, his 
cldcft furviving fom, atnhat ffme about twelve yftirs of age. 

The fuddennefs of this coronation, after f# # unlucky an acci- 
dent, is accounted for by an old hiftorian, whp reports, that 
a party jvas forming amongtt the great lords and prelates for 
transfrrring the crown to another family, if the king, with 
the affiftance of pope Innocent , had not prevented it, in the 
manner that has been related l . With all his excellent qua* 
lities, and the inore candid of the French hiftorians acknow- 
lege him the belt of their kings, *Jie had a failing, if it may 
be called fo, which # raifed a fecret diflfke to him, ana 

* Guli£lm. Malmefburienfis* 1 Roc. Hovcd. k Sue. 
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incfe&fed tfrith his years. This failing confiflecf irt a Certain 
. freedom of^peech ; honeft, fincere, and well-rtienping Ain^lf^ 
he cfefpifecl ftattery, and he hated faf/hood ; pious, without 
fiypocrify or ftiperfUtion, h'e treated very rotighly fuch of the 
p^htes as a&ed inconfiftent \fritK their character ; obedient 
to«thefaws hifofelf, his zeaf for jufticc had Jed him to con-eft 
fueh of the nobility as afted tyrannically, with a degree of 
rigour that Made the’m fecret enemies tojihn and his family; 
/-Jut, while they mcditat®d the humiliation of both, Provi- 
dence placed the crown upon the head of the young Lewis, 
in: the light of four hundred prelates, aflemblcd fro’m different 
parts, the major part of the nobility, and the embafudors 
and deputies of fCVeral foreign nations, With general ap- 
planfe m . 

Jdmtrabie l°ng experience the greater vafials of the crOWn began 
advice ' to perceive/ that the king’s views were very honourable, and 
giwu to that, tho’ he was very quick, he was no Ids ftehdy in his rc- 
bis fon by folu cions ; and therefore Tfibaut , count of Champagne, and 
tongl.w- other great lords, reconciled thcmfclvcs to him ; fo that all 
is m bis the arts of his rival could never detach them again from hitf 

■ <teclinn, g i nterc ft. But> 

in the midft of his profperitj* he fell into :r 
J utc ' languilhlng date of health, being in a manner overwhelmed 
with fat. As his Drength wore away he prepared for death; 
by letting his affairs in order ; and, when he thought it fo 
near as to receive the facnvmentS of th? church, he drew his 
/ignet ring from his finger and put it upon that of his fon, with 
thefe words ; 44 By this iign I inveft you with fovereign ruitho- 
rity; but remember, that it is no other than a public employ- 
“ ment, to which you are called by Providence, and for ths 
<f exercife of which you arc to give a Drift account in the world 
4< to come V’ He grew better after this, but he would* never 
nfc any of the enfipis of royal authority ; but whenever he* 
appeared abroad on hodebad^ he was furrqjmded by vnft 
crouds of people, by loild acclamations, teflified theifc 
zeal for his government, and their affeftioii for his perfon 
Marriage A>? accident* contributed not' a little to the" revival of the 
°f *6* m king’s ftrengfh. William the tenth, duke of Guhmie and 
young king Aquitaine, refolvtng to make a pilgrimage to* the fliriac of 
etnd^ 9 ? amrs ^ CmpbjUlhx, bequeathed his extenfite territories 
Vii/eof t0 ^ daughter upon condition that Ihe married 

Lewis the the > onil 8 kin g lcivis 5 and he ’ m that pilgrim nge, tho 
Grots. king &nt fon, moD fiobty attended, to Bourdtaux / 
where the marriage was celebrated with great pothp, afldthtf 
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young p'rincefs folemnly crowned queen of France, Arid the 
ypung king was inaugurated as duke of Aquitahy and />$/- 
rierfP. In flic mean time Lewis le Cro/s, unable to fupport \ 
the heat of the dog-days, died at Paris , oil the ift of Au - g * * 
£*///, in the 30th year of his reign, and 60th of his age 4. 3 '* 

With the addition of certain qualities, the French hiltoriaiw 
* fay he might have made a better king ; but, they allow, 
a better man never graced their throne: polled ty perhaps 
may think this no diminution of his f charafter* 

Lewis, at the time «of his father's demile, was eighteen Lewis 
"years of age, and, as all writers agree, was furnamed le VII. per* 
Jeune . If this was only to diftingutfh him from his father, phxid by 
then we ought to ftile him Lewis the younger ; but a cer- the re- 
turn writer tells us, that this furname was given him on his m *' m °f 
leparating fiom diis wife Eleanor, and giving her back the the f a ^ ion 
duchy of Uuicnne, and then it has quite another fignification, 
and implies that Lewis was always a young man r . The father** 
lame troubles that perplexed the beginning of his father’s, 
difturbed alfo the entrance of his reign; that is, feveral of 
the nobility indulged themfelves in great exccflcs, which, as 
we have already jhewn, were no othenvife to be reprefled 
than by force. The king therefore, having put good gar- 
rifons into the fortrefles of his new dominions, returned to 
Orleans ; where, upon his attempting to afTemble troops, 
the commons, who owed all their privileges to his father’s 
favour, revolted : but Lewis quickly reduced and chaftifed 
them, as he likewife did the fords’. It is remarked, and it 
deferves to be remarked, that he did not follow his father’s 
example, in being crowned a fecond time. Eujlace, the fon 
of Stephen earl of Bologne r who had feated himfelf in the 
Englifb throne, had done homage to Lewis the Grofs for the 
duchy of Normandy ; the king, to fix him more efleflually 
to his interefts, gave him his filter in marriaj^ ; which, how- 
ever, made no irtprejjion «pon ^hibaut earl of Cha%pagne, 
elder, brother to the Englifb monarch, and urifcle to Eujlace, 
who began to renew his old praitices, and to fogn intrigues 
againft a prince whom he thought too tenderly educated to 
lead the Ilf? his father had done, who w as almoft always in 
arms, and whofe experience* he thought infufiicient to deal 
with one who had -made the framing; fuch kind of confede- 
racies almoft the foie bufinefs of his life. But in this he 
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found himfelf exceedingly miftaken, and this notwithftand- 
ing he was^jnore in the right than perhaps he had ever been 
in his life *. r * # 

Source of Albric, archbiftiop of Bourges, dying, the chapter of that 
his dif- fee elected Pierre de la ChiXtre , without having the king's 
ference parmiflion ; upon which Lewis fwore he ftiould not be arch- 
<witb the bifh 0 p y commanding the chapter to go to a new eleftion, 
S™ °f leaving them at full liberty to eleft whom they pleafed, 
Pierre de la Cheit re only excepted, which ‘they refufed to do ; 
*ountof P°P e declaring m f avour of *he new archbiftiop, he 

Cham- retired into the eftates of the count of Champagne, and ex- 
pagne’j communicated the king’s domain within the bounds of his 
d'fe&ion. archbifhoprick. Lewis, upon this, pufhed Thibaut fo hard, 
that he was on the point of coming to terms, when a new 
accident excited ftill greater difturbances u . / Rodolph, count 
of Vermandois , who was the king's chief minifter, and his 
near relation, obtained a divorce from his wife, under pre- 
tence of their being related, and married ‘ Petronilla, the 
queen’s After ; but his firft wife being nearly related to the. 
count of Champagne , he follicited the pope to fend a legate 
into France to review this divorce, who prefently declared it 
null, and excommunicated Rodolph, in cafe he did not leave his 
fecond wife, and take back his firft w . This fo provoked the 
king, that he made another expedition into Champagne ; where 
having taken Vitri , he caufed the church to be fet on fire, in 
which thirteen hundred people were either choaked or 
burned. But when he came to refleft on this cruel aftion, 
he not only admitted the archbiftiop, and made peace with 
the count, but refolved to expiate his offence by going to the 
Holy Land . 

Vbe cha - * T * s nece ^ ai 7 here t0 enter int<> the characters of two ec- 
ra flers of clefiaftics, upon whom at this juncture the fate of the king 
St. Ber- and kingdom amolutely turned. Thefe, tho' different in 
nard, ab - other reVpefts, agreed in the Angular ^qualities of unfeigned 
hot of piety and abfMute difmtereftednefs. Bernard, abbot of 
Clair- Clairvaux, was, for thofe times, learned, naturally eloquent, 
vr.-’x, "w^auftere in his life, irreproachable in his morals, zealous in 
if eT 'f higheft degree, and withal inflexible, fie ha& jong be- 
st Denis ^ ore B a * ne(1 ^ ie reputation of a faint, he was heard as an 
‘oracle, and revered as a prophet \ Suger, abbot of St. 
Denis, was a man of another kind, mean in his birth, and 
. meaner in his afpeCt ; he was fo diftinguifhed by his merit* 

* Oder i c Vital. b GeftaLudovici VII. Roc. Hova- 
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that he had a great fhare in the adminiftration during the 
former reign, and, which was not a little grange, was 
equally ref^eftcd and beloved in his convent for his humi- 
lity and drift manner of life, and admired in the council for 
his prudence and penetration. Lewis the Grofs loved him 
for his fincerity ; Lewis le Jeune refpefted him as his father. 

Thibaut count of Champagne , the moft artificial man of his 
time, fet fo high a value on the friendfhip of the abbot of 
St. Denis , that he feldom refufec^him any thing, and never 
attempted to deceive .him r. Bernard earneftly prefted the 
king to make the expedition againft the infidels in pcrfon ; 

Suger perfuaded him to contribute men and money, but to 
remain at home, and govern his people wifely. Bernard 
carried his point by his vehemence, and Suger, tho* he fub- 
mitted, retained his own opinion, and made no fcrupleof fore- 
telling the inconveniencies that would attend this meafure ; 
while Bernard, as if infpired. magnified the honour that 
would refalt from it, and made himfelf in a great meafure 
anfwerable for its fuccefs z . 


A great council of the nobility and prelates was called 
at Vizi l a in Burgundy, that a matter of this importance might 
not feem to be undertaken without the confent of the nation. 
Hitherto fuch aflemblies had been ftiled, by hiftorians who 
wrote in Latin, Conventus , or Placita ; but we find this 
denominated MagnumJParliamentum, which is the firft time 
that we meet with this word ; and from hence the reader 
will form a juft notion of the parliaments of France, which, 
however altered or fallen from what they were, are all that is 
left of thefe ancient parliaments ». As there was not in 
Vizila a church capable of holding even a fmali part of fo 
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great a number of people, the affembly was held in the open 
air. The abbot Bernard read the letter pope Eugene the 
third, which he feeonded by a vehement acclamation. The 
king then rofe^ip, # and receiflM from his hand^he crofs 
which had been fent him from Rome, andVhcn made a dif- 


courfe of the like kind. His queen followed his example ; 
and then Atonfo de S. Gilles count of Touloufe, Thterri d'AlJace 
count g{*Flandegs > Henry , fon of the count of Champagne + 
Guy count of Never s. Remud his brother, count of Tonnere, 
Robert count of Dreux, brother to the king, Vises count of 
Soiffonr, William count of Ponthieu , William count ef V arenne, 
couiin to the king, Archambaud d$ Bourbon , Enguerrand de 
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Couci,' Geoffrey Rancon, Hugues de Lufignan, William de 
Coartenai, ajpd many other lords, fpoke to the fame purpofe ; 
the multitude of perfons of inferior rank, who entered into 
the fame engagements, almoft exceeded computation V The 
abbot Bernard , after appointing another aflembly to be held 
before Rafter, went to preach the croifade in Germany ; 
where, by the force of his irrefiftible elocution, he prevailed 
on the emperor Conrad the third, Frederic duke of Suabia , 
who was afterwards emperor, anil an infinite number of all 
ranks, to embrace the fame defign c . 0 
Them- An expedition of this nature could not be undertaken with 
perorand t00 much deliberation, and therefore there were two more 
the king a fT ern blies held before the king left France , in which Rodolph 
°^ard^h° count Vermandois, and Sugtr, abbot of St. Denis , were 
Tand to * chofen and confirmed regents of France during the king’s 
Contlan- abfence d . The forces alfcmblcd upon this occafion were 
tinople. fuitablc to the extent and grandeur of the French monarchy, 
A.D. tho’ the writers of that age do not very exaffly agree ; the 
#■147. mofl authentic affirm, that it was compofed of fourfcorc 
thoufand horfe, the infantry was very numerous befides, and 
their very tattlers and attendants might have made a con- 
fiderable army. There were many rcafons which might have 
deterred the emperor, as well as the king of France , from 
taking the route of the firft croifade by land, and by the way 
of Conftantinople ; but there were othgr motives fo ftrong as 
to prevail over thefe, or rather the impoffibility of tranfport- 
ing fuch armies by fea was fo apparent, that they were in a 
manner compelled to overlook objedtions that could not other- 
wife have failed to deter them e . The emperor, with his 
troops, marched firft through Hungary into the territories 
of the Greek emperor, and, palling over the ftreights of Con - 
ftantinople, entered into s/Jia. Lewis followed him, and was 
received with greft complaifance, and the higheft teftimonies 
of refpeclr, by the Greek emperor Iflanucl Comnenes, On his 
arrival in the neighbourhood of Nice, he found the. emperor 
Conrad yvith the miferable remains of His army, the fargreatcfl 
part of whicli had periihed by the fwords of the Turks and the 
treachery of the Greeks ; and it was not long before the- king 
had his full ffiare of the like misfortunes ; at'leaft fo We find 
things reprefented by the hiftorians of their times f . 

b Epift. Lvdovic. ad Suger. Ono de Dioglo. Nang* Chron. 
e Otho Frisinc. Vi t. Sager. Chron. Mauriniac. 4 Vit. 
Snger. Gefta Ludovici VJI. Paul* Annal. Franc. 

• Odo dc Dioglo. Guliel.Tyr. Nicetas, lib. i. * Otho 
deFrifing. Gulielm.JTyr. Chron^ M auriniac. 
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The hiftory of the croifades belongs to another part of The pm* 
this work, and therefore it is our intention to fay nothing grefi of 
mftre here f than is abfolutdy requifite to render the hiftory ex ~ 
of this reign coherent. Without entering, therefore, 
any difcuflion of what fomc writers have charged upon the t0 . j *** 
Greeks , or of what they have advanced in defence of thgm- Vgrufa- 
fclves, we will proceed in our narrative, and inform the km. 
reader, that, after defeating the infidels on the banks of the yi.D. 
river Meander , anti being not long after beaten by them, and 1148* 
in great danger of lofing his life, Lewis at length arrived at 
Antioch, where Raymond de Poitiers, his wife’s uncle, was 
then prince g . He was received with all poflible demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs and politenefs, his troops furniflied with 
every thing ncceflary, and, by the arrival of fuccours from 
Italy , by fea, Jiis army was once more become very refpeft- 
able. This gleam of profperity lafted not Jong. The king 
quickly found that the prince of Antioch had merely his 
ewn inteteft in view, and was defirous of employing the 
French troops in extending the bounds of his principality, by 
reducing feveral conliderable places feated on his frontiers. 

Lewis grew likewife. uneafy as to the behaviour of liis wife, 
whofe gallantries began to make a great noile ; and on theothcr 
hand the prince of Antioch induced the queen to pretend fome 
temple of confcience, as to their nearnefs in blood, tho’ in 
truth the king and Jhe were hardly coufins. Thefe, and 
other fubjefts of chagrin, at length determined the king to 
quit Antioch, and to repair to Jerufalcm ; where the em- 
peror Conrad was already arrived. But the queen, who was 
very well pleafed with the fine country in which they were, 
and ftill better with the prince to whom it belonged, was 
not in fuch hafte \ However Lewis took a proper opportu- 
nity, and, feizing one of the gates in the night, marched 
out with his forces ; and having aflemblfld thofe that lay in 
the neighbourhood^ fen her Wore him to Jerufaktn, where 
Baldwin the third, who then governed ^aat kingdom, re- 
ceived her very refpedtfnllyv On the king’s arrival feveral 
councils Were held, in order to fix upon fome expedition 
worthy # of fo jpuiflant a force, and of monarchs of fo dif- 
tinguiihed rank, and in fuch high efteemfor their pprfonal 
qualifications*. 

f Ooo de Diogl. Epift. Ludc jic. ad Suger. Gefla Ludo- 
vici VII. h Gvjjelm. Tyr. 1 Gefla Ludovid VII. 
Guuelm. Tyr. EpiiMSvcsR. 
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He is de- The fiege of Damafcus was at length refolded upon, as the 
termined \ reduftion of that important place would be attended with 
h great advantages to all the Chriftian princes in Ihe eaft, ‘’it 
d'fgrace having proved long an equal curb on the king of Jerufalm $ 

9J raifing as we n as t h e princes of Antioch and Tripoly . This city was 
Damai heljj to be very ftrong, tho* without any fortifications, even 
cus to m accor< ^ n g t0 mo ^ e of thefe times ; but being furrounded 
mum on all fides with gardens, and thofe well walled, and having 
bme* a numerous garrilon, it was expected, and the event juffified- 
their expectation, that it would make a very obftinate de* 
fence; but the gardens being gradually forced it muft have 
fallen, if the oriental Chriftians had not moll fcandaloufly 
entered into intrigues with the infidels, from an apprehenfron 
that, when taken, it would have been given to the count of 
Flanders k . To prevent this they altered the*manner of the 
attack, fuffered convoys of provifions to be furprifed, and 
}n the end brought the army into fuch diflrefs, that the em- 
peror and the king of France , detecting their perfidy, and 
defpairing of fuccefs, raifed the fiege, and made the beft 
difpofidons they could for returning into their own domi- 
nions. .The king, embarking at one of th9 ports of Syria, 
returned fafely to Calabria , and taking Rome in his way, 
that he might confer with the pope, came at length, after 
this difaftrous expedition, into his own dominions 1 . His 
brother, the count de Dreux , arrived there a little before 
him, and had thrown out ftrong infinuations, that the lofies 
fuftained abroad, and the diferedit reflected from thence on 
the armies of France, was chiefly owing to the king’s in- 
capacity ; by which he meant to raife his own reputation, and 
not without fome view, as many have fufpeCfed, upon the 
crown. But the abbot Sttger , who had governed as wifely 
and happily at home as the king had done indifcreetly and 
unfortunately* abroad, rendered thefe intrigues abortive ; 
upon which the count de D&tix, ©n h[s bather’s arrival, 
laboured all he«£ould to render that great man fufpefted ; 
but the king found his territories in fo good condition, and 
the general voice of the nation was fo loud in behalf of the 
ifcinifter, that the king treated him with all jhe refpc^V and 
A. D. kindnefs inaglnabl'e, and afforded him all' the marks of efteem 
114.9. and confidence that his great merit deferved®, who had 
preferved peace and plenty in his abfence, and prefented him 
with a full treafury at his Return. 

k Gulielm.Tyr. GeftaLudovici t'll.. VaMjlvs JEmiivs. 
1 Gefta LudoviciVII. Vita Suger. Epift, Hadrian IV. ad 
l<udovic. ® Vita^ugar. Sec, 1 
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* It had been happy for France if that excellent perfon had Takes a 
furvived longer ; for fo long as he lived the king was pre- weak and 
vafled upoif to diflemble his difcon tents with i%gard to th 

queen, and had even cqnfented to a reconciliation. But after f°^ utt onto 
his deceafe, growing more and more diflatisfied with her rc P u " tate 
conduft, he pretended to fcruples of confcience in regard to gi eanop 
the lawfulnefs of their marriage; fubmitted the cafe tefan and reft ore 
aflembly of his prelates ; and, in confequence of their fen- Guienne. 
timents, repudiated that princefs, who gave all the afliftance ■ 
ihe could to the divorce, and reft&red to her the dominions 
which he had acquired by their marriage n . It has been 
furmifed, and not without great probability, that, before 
things came to this extremity, flie had entered into a corref- 
pondence with Henry duke of Normandy, count of Anjou 
and Maine , fan to Geoffrey Plantagenct and the emprefs 
Maud, fo that he was prefumptive heir to the crown of 
England ; and her efpoufing him in fix weeks after the di- 
vorce rendered this fufpicion fo much the more probable 
This marriage, which the wife abbot of St, Denis forefaw, 
mortified the king extremely, and procured him the furname 
of Le Jcune , as^we before obferved. By this great alliance, 

Henry , to the duchy of Normandy and the eftates of the 
houfe of Anjou , added the county of Poitou and the duchy 
of Guienne ; fo that he was at leaft as powerful in France as 
the king himfelf. Lejyis, to correft this falfe ftep, entered 
into a league with Stephen king of England, received the 
homage of his fon Eujlace count of Bologne, in quality of 
duke of Normandy , and drew, over to his party Geoffrey 
the brother of Henry, who had once a projefl of running 
away with queen Eleanor himfelf p . In confequence of this 
league, count Eujlace attacked Normandy, and made a con- 
fiderabk' progrefs there; which might have been fatal to 
duke Henry, if his abilities had not beerdfupefior to his for- 

* tune. At tho agt^of twenty^p was a great cagtain and a 
greater politician, and took fo much paiijs to footh and to 
flatter Lewis, that, contrary to all the rules of policy, he 
concluded a truce with him ; which afforded Henry leifure 

to tranTport Jiimjfelf, and his mother the emprefs, into . ^ 
England^ where they created Stephen a great deal of trouble ; t ' * 
arid count Eujlace dying, a treaty was concluded between 
them, by which the crown was left to Stephen during his 

a Gefta Ludovict VIT; Gul. Je Nangts. Chron. Norman.’ 

*° Chron. Norman. GWta Ludovici VII. p Hew. Hunt. 

Nanoji Chron. 
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life; . and, having no children, he contented that Henry 
(hould be declared his fucceflfor ; the wore willingly no 
doubt, if, ewhat foinc writers fay be true, that fche empeefs 
aflured him he was the fruit of their amouis in the life-lime 
of her huiband \ 

^hiking As foon as the truce expired, Lewis invaded Normandy, 
Donna w ^ ere mil ^ e fomepr^grels ; but the death of king Stephen, 
Conftan- an ^ acce ^ 1011 °f Henry to the throne of England, quickly 
tia and Educed the king to make peace. He certainly wanted not 
makes a abilities to difeern the danger hv was in, not unlj from the 
pilgrimage great power, but from the great talents of Henry, who in- 
to the tomb hcrited all his grandfather's fpirit, and was imefted with 
of St. much more authority; but, tlio* he knew his danger, he hail 
James, not fagacity enough to devife, and, it may be, wanted the 
firm nds to apply, the proper remedies r . Bur how much fo- 
ever he fell lhort ot being great, was fupplied m being a good 
prince. His fubjefts adored, and his nobility lovul him, 
infomuch that, at their perfuafion, lie married Donna 
Conftantia , daughter to Don Afonfo, king of Ccijlllc ; and 
foon after, from motives which have been explained in 
another place, made a pilgrimage to the tomb of St . James 
at CompoJlelUi , which gave him an opportunity of conferring 
with his father-in-law, and with Sambo, king of Navarre \ 
^ p At his return he held a council at Soiffons , where he 
’ ’ engaged his nobility to fwear a peace for ten years; that 
^ is, they precluded themfelves, during this {pace, from de- 
ciding their quarrels by the fword, which was their com- 
f «ion method r . 

A war Amongst* thefe great fords the. count of Flanders was 
nv^b ° Ut m °^ con ^ era ^ e » w h° g°i n g> llot long after, into the 
Henrv *n ^ 0 & ^wd, committed his foil and his dominions to the care 
which in Henry, king of England, which was a new mortification 
Lewis ha- 1° f-cw/V, who fovjnd him (elf in a manner blocked up on 
Kardshis every fide’ by this top powerful neighbour ; yet Henry . 
ferfott omitted no arts to mitigate ms jealoufy slnd apprehenfions u * 
'without flis queen had {Efficiently inftrufted him in the temper of 
gaining Lewis, and he managed him with fuch add refs, that he had 
mcfjm fcarce any pretence given him on which to found a quarrel : 
for Henry was continually writing to him; a:rd fending him 
prefents ; treated him with the higheft marks of deference 
and efteem, and propofed a marriage between his fon Henry 
and the princefs Margaret , the king’s daughter by his fe- 
r 

? Roger Hovf.dfn. Chron. Normiyi. Gefta Ludovici VII. 
f Nangu Chron, s Rqderjc ToWtan, * M«- 
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cond marriage, tho’ they were but infants w. But at length 
a rupture happened ; for Henry , unfatisfied With the great 
doirynions h$ already had, furmized that the county of Toil- 
huje belonged of right to his wife, as being not given, but 
mortgaged only by a duke of Aquitaine to the anceftor of 
the then count : he offered therefore the fum that he fuppofed 
to be due, and that being refufed, marched with a great 
army, compofed of all nations, and blocked up Touloufe x . 

The place was not ljrong by fituation, nor was it fortified : 
but the count, brave in his perfon,*and having a numerous 
army, made a gallant # defcnce. He had married Conftdncc , 
t^e widow of Eujtacc , count of Holognc , and lifter to king 
Lewis, who immediately armed, in fuoport of his brother- 
in-law ; and having left a competent force, under the com- 
mand of his brother the count de Dreux, on the frontiers of 
Normandy , marChed with the reft directly to Touloufe , where, 
having forced one of the ports of the befiegers, he threw 
himfdf into the place with the flower of his troops. Henry , 
perceiving it would be very difficult, if not impracticable, 
to carry the town, fent a compliment to the king, import- 
ing, that he would not commit hoftilities againft any whom 
he had undertaken to proteft, and thereupon raifed the 
fiege. This, however, did not put an end to the war, 
which continued two years longer, and then ended in a peace, 
on terms that were tolerably equal. Henry did homage to the 
kingforhisduchy of Nfrmandy ; his fon Henry did the like for 
the counties of Anjou and Maine ; and it was agreed, that his 
fecond fo w-Ricbard, already contracted to the daughter of the 
count of Barcelona, fhould quit her, efpoufe one of the king’s 
daughters, and have the duchy of (Juicnne y . In this peace A*-D.' 
thetount of Touloufe was included, but without any difeuftion 1160. 
of the point upon which the war began ; for peace was nc- 
ceffary to Lewis, and Henry was refolve^ to keep his old 
claim in referve *. 

The fame year eked the que tlttDona Covjlantia ; and thc^f new 
nobility being very urgent with the king to^arry again, asw*r, acT 
he had only two daughters by her, he accordingly efpoufed companied 
Adelaide,* the daughter of Thibaut, earl of Champagne, \yy with much 
which«alliance he gained all the princes of her family*. h\.-fl au $ ter ~ 
this juncture, a fchifm in the church was very near plunging 
the rtoft confiderable powers in Europe into a war. The at 
kings of France and England fupported Alexander III. the i a ft en j $ 

• in a new 
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emperor Frederick maintained the caufe of Viftor IV. went 
fo far as to arm on his behalf, and threatened France with an 
invafion. 0 Lewis, provoked by his behaviour, fevied trflops 
likewife, and the king of England marched a powerful corps 
to the frontiers of Normandy, that they might be in readi- 
nefs to join the French , if it was neceffary ; and, upon this 
occafion, Alexander III. had the fatisfa&ion of feeing Lewis 
on one fide, and Henry on the other, at his ftirrups, on foot, 
while he rode flowly to a magnificent te r nt prepared for him 
in the French camp, and held afterwards a council at Tours 
with great fplendour b . It was not long before new differ- 
ences arofc between the two monarchs, chiefly on account 
of Thomas a Recket , chancellor to king Henry , who having 
raifed him to the archiepifcopal fee of Canter bury, found 
him Icfs pliant than he expetted, and therefore difgraced 
him. On this he retired into France, where he was receiv- 
ed and treated with great refpeft, notwilhftanding all the 
reprefentations made by his matter. From this difcordance 
in fentiments, both kings forefaw that it would not be long 
before they came to an open rupture ; and this at length hap- 
pened, notwithftanding the emprefs Maud^ fo long as fhe 
lived, exerted her utmoft endeavours to prevent it c . In the 
profecution of this difpute, feveral places were taken on both 
fides ; fome vaflals of the crown of France took up arms for 
king Henry , and, on the other hand, moft of the lords of 
poitqu armed on behalf of Lewis d . At length, both parties, 
weary qf fpeing their countries deftroyed to little purpofe, 
and having other motives to wi(h for the return of quiet, 
amongft which was the birth of a fon to Lewis , a treaty was 
fet on foot, which, after a long negotiation, produced the 
peace of Montmirail , where Henry did homage in perfon for 
Normandy , his fon Henry for the counties of Anjou and 
Maine , Richard flfclr the duchy of Guienne , and prince Henry 
a feconcKime for the counter Br&tagn & which his brother 
Geoffrey was to viherit, in confluence of his marriage with 
the heirefs of that country, ^nd for which he was to do ho- 
mage to him as prefumptive heir of the duchy of Normandy , 
and he to Lewis , as Bretagne was a remote ijef of fhe t crown 
A* D. of France Iq this we have been fo much the more parti- 
tl68* cular, as it ferves to explain the titles to thefe, countries, and 
the tenures then in ufe; points of fuch utility m this period 
of hiftory, that it canqgt be underttqod withqut being 
verfed in them. . * 

b DvTlLLBT. MeZERAY. e RoBERTUI PH MpKTn* 
4 Johan. Sarisbur." Epift. P. Daniel. 
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The fituatlen of affairs between thefe two princes was King 
fuch, that, though they often made peace, they v{pre never’Lewis 
reconciled ; Aid the intermarriages between their families, draws •- 
inftead of contributing to their own and their fubjetts repofe, ™ er 
ferved only to furnifh frefh pretences for difturbing both J on * 

King Henry having caufed his eldeft (on to be crowned i% 

England , while his confort was in France , Lewis, to revenge Henry, 
the affront done to his daughter, invaded A ormandy ; but 
Henry , too wife to f quarrel about £ mere matter of form, wrtheltfi, 
promifed the coronation fhould be performed over again, as prevails 
it accordingly was f . On the return of the young king to 
his father in Normandy, Lewis defired that his fon and 
daughter might come and fpend fome time at his court, 
which was granted, and there fuch notions were put into the 
young prince's head, as, after his return, produced great 
heart-burnings between him and his father. At length the 
young king, pretending that he thought his perfon in 
danger, fled privately out of England into France, and was 
received with open arms by Lewis, who was now grown as 
thorough a politician as Henry, and believed the time was 
now come, in wjiich he might revenge himfelf for all paft 
affronts 6. He knew the pope was angry with the king of 
England ; and that he was alfo odious to a great part of his 
fubjetts, on account of the afTaffin^tion of archbifhop Bechet .* 
he farther knew that he king was much feared by his 
neighbours, and that the difputes ran high in his family ; 
fo that he flattered himfelf that he (hould gain equal advan- 
tages by fraud, and by force \ The young king Henry, 
who ferved him zealoufly, drew his two brothers, Richard 
and Geoffrey , into the confederacy againft their father ; and, 
which is almoft incredible, embarked his mother queen 
Eleanor in the fame fcheme. At the fame time the king of 
Scots was in motion, and rebels and malcontents flatted up 
in almoft all parts £>( the England f $ dofhinions K 

Henry , being furprized at this, offered fair $rms ; but find- 
ing this rejetted, raifed an army, and quickly reftored his 
affairs at home and abroad. All this time he amufed the 
king q f France* with negotiations, and at length consented 
to a peace, but it was upon his own terms ; and the* thefe 
wfere, in appearance, honourable enough for king Lewis, 
and very advantageous for the princes who had' put them- 
fdves under hisprotettidn, yet thr king of Scats, the earl of 
Leicejier, and the earl of Chefter , who had been made prifofc- 

c Roger HovEoen; J^deSbr***/ Ztorttue. t Gut; 
^eubrig. * Le*Gendre. 9 * Robert vs de Moots. 
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er$, being left to his mercy, fliewed plainly th.1t he was vic- 
tor over this formidable league k . 

Lewis W Both lings were now thoroughly weary oPwar ; Bewis 
Henry are afraid of fuffering by that good fortune which conftant- 
on better \y attended his rival, and Henry had fo much rcafon to fear 
terms than uj s own f am ;iy at home, that he had no ftomach to quarrels 
*****}*** ab roa( j # Lewis, however, conceived in his own mind, that 
V itrr * m jj c jj a( j g^j grounds to be offended with the conduft of the 
monarch of England, on account of his daughter Al c, whom 
the king retained at his court withqpt marrying her to his 
fon Richard. In order to obtain fatisfaftion, he applied 
himfelf to the pope 5 and his legale having cxpoftulated with 
Henry, that prince very roundly declared he would have 
caufed the marriage to be celebrated, but that Lewis had pro- 
mifed to give the city of Bonrgcs in dowry with his daughter, 
as he had likewife promifed the French Vexin, when the prin- 
cefs Margaret efpoufed the young king Henry . As the faffs 
were controverted by Lewis, the decifion of their difference 
was left to the pope l . In the mean time all the antierit trea- 
ties were renewed ; and the two kings, to fliew their cordial 
affettion for each other, undertook to make a croifade toge- 
ther, the preparations for which were likewife fettled, not- 
withftanding which neither of them went; Lewis being 
ftrongly diffuaded by his confort, and by the principal nobi- 
lity ; and Henry finding his affairs ftyll fo emba raffed, that 
his prefence was more necefiary than ever in his own domi- 
nions m . Some have attributed the making and the breaking 
this treaty to policy ; but it is more probable that Lewis was 
very fincere, and made the firft propoiijion of it to Henry , 
vhp could not but give his confent, having entered into an 
(engagement with the pope to take the crofs, whenever he 
thought it expedient, in order to expiate the murder of 
Thomas d Bechet and we (hall hereafter fee, that, tho’ this 
treaty w* not executed b^riwrf: princes^ yeiit was not alto- 
gether withoutyts effeft. 

As the peace of the kingdom, as well as the continuance 
of the royal fine, depended on the life of the young prince 
Philip, }t is not at all ftrange, that the king fliould be ex- 
tremely alarmed at an accident which brought him to the 
very brink of the grave. He was but juft able to ride, wheu 
Conat/on° ^ or ^ e ran awa y w ’rth him in the wood of Compeigne y iu 
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of bis fon , wWch he,continued all night, and returned in the morning, 
bis mar- * fo extremely frighted, tnat he felHnto a grievous fit of 
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fiCknefs This induced the king his father, according to riage, aid 
the mode of thofe times, to refolve on a pilgrimage to the the demift 
fhrine of St. (Thomas , that. is, the tomb of Thomat a Bechet *f the old 
at Canterbury . He was received there with great pomp by 
king Henry , made his offering, and returned back in the?**)'' 
fpaceof a week; but whether the fatigue of the journey, or 
the agitation of his mind was the caufe, fo it fell out, that 
he was (truck with an apoplexy at his return, and tho’ he 
recovered from this, by the help of his pliyficians, yet he con- 
tinued paralytic on the right fide ?.• This induced him to ^ ^ 
haften the coronation oT his fon, which was performed with x , 
great folemnity by the cardinal archbifhop of Rheims $ the 
queen’s brother, on thefirft of November . On this occalion, 
the young king Henry of England aflifted, as duke of Nor- 
mandy, and PbUiL count of Flanders , carried the fword of ftate. 

At this time alto the right of the archbiihop of Rheims to 
perform the ceremony of the coronation was confirmed q . 

Soon after the marriage of the young king Philip , with the 
niece of the count of Flanders , who now governed all, was 
fettled r ; and the king, having languifhed about a year un- 
der this grievous malady, breathed his lift on the 18th of 
September , in th£ fixtieth year of his age, and in the forty- 11804 
fourth of his reign s , being efteemed a pious and chafte 
prince; but as the Englijh , as well as the French, hiftorians 
obferve, lefs a politician than was requifite for thee on- 
junfture in which he lived 1 (F). 

Philip, 

0 P. JEmil. Annales Francorum. p Hiftor. Eccl. Can- 
tuar. * Gefta Philippi Aucusti defer ip ta a Magiftro 

Rigorgo ipfius Regis Chronograph©. r Du Chesne, tom. 
iv. 3 Gulielm. Neubrig. * Lasbjeus inChron. 

(F) The wifdom of his mi- Henry was \>ne of the ableft 
nifters prefefvech hiij, in • hiJ^a^ces of this aget(6). He 
youth, from the inconveniences {hewed himfelf, in the begin- 
th*t might have otherwife re- ning of his reign, very jealous 
fulted from a temper fo pli- of his authority^ it may be, 
ant and <0 mutable as that of tho' no hiftorian has fuggefted 
Lpwis*J U.j In* lib advanced it, he refented the infult offer- 
years experience taughf him ed him by the cabal againft his 
fo govern with more fteadmefs 5 fpronation in hjs father's life- 
fp that from being the dupe, he time; and, contrary to the cu- 
Became the formidable rival of ftqpi of hia predeceffors, he did 
Henry II . of England > which is not take the precaution of be- 
in itfelf a great chara&er* fince ing crowned again (7). His 

(b) Gtjb Lwfevici viU Gdvic ViuU \ (?) DuCbefit. 
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Philip Philip, fursamcd the Gift of God, from the time of his 
Auguftus hitth, the Magnanimous, and the Conqueror , during his life- 
afcends the ani, as if thefe had fallen fliort of hi* merit, Hiled 
tbw*> 


divorce from his firft wife Eh- been for many years contracted 
finer, the heirefs of Guienne, to king Richard, married fViU 
might be impolitic, but his be- liam, count of Ponthieu ; (he de- 
haviour towards her was honou- ceafed in 1195 ; the fecond 
rable and equitable, beyond that daughter, Agnes, at the clofe 
of moft of the princes of his of her father's reign, was con- 
time. That princefs died on traded to Alexis Comner.es , (bn 
the lad day of March, 1204, to the Greek emperor Manuel, 
more than iixty-feven years af- and was fent to Conflantinople , 
jer her marriage with Lewis (8). when flic was fcarce ten years 
He had by her two daughters, of age. The marriage was fo- 
Mary and Alice, the former mar- lepmiaed the year following 
ried to Henry count of Cham- with, great magnificence. Three 
pagne , and the latter to Thibaut years after, her hufband being 
count of Blots , his brother, murdered by Andronicus I. who 
The fecond confort of Lewis fuccecded him, he alfo mar- 


was Gonjlantia , daughter of A - ried her, but (he had no ififue by 
lotifo king of Cajiile , by whom" him ; and he being depofed and 
he had alio two daughters; Mar- murdered in 1185, (he, in fie ad 
garet, who efpoufed Henry the of returning to France, efpoufed 
younger king of England and Theodore Dramas, lord of Adri- 
dnke of Normandy, by .whom anople (2). Lewis was interred 
(he had no children, and, af- at Barbeau on the Seine, in a 
ter his demife, Bela the third, monafcery of his own founda- 
king of Hungary. Becoming a tion, where his widow, queen 
widow the fecond time, (he re- Adela, caufed a magnificent 
folved, according to the devo- tomb to be erefted to his me- 
tion of thofe times, to fpend mory. Charles IX. caufed this 
the remainder of her days in the tomb to be opened, and found 
Holy Land, and died at Aeon his body intire; he had a gold 
in 1197 (9). Her fifter Alice crofs hanging, at his neck, and 
died unmarried, -in a (hprt three or four rings upon his 
time after their mother ft), lingers. Charles made a pre- 
Lewis mCrried, a third tks3v«cnt # of the crofs, and wore the 
Adela the fifth daughter of Tbi- rings himfelf, in honour of his 
haut, count of Champagne, a predeceffor (3). As for his 
princefs of rfcat beauty, pru- relift queen Adela, jfter go- 
dence, and (pirit, by whom he verning the kingdom as ygent, 
had his fucceflor Philip II. and during Tier fon’s expedition into 
two daughters : Alice who ere- the Levant, (he died at Paris , 
ated fo much difien tion between" June 4th, 1 206, being upwards 
the realms of France and Eng- of threefcore, and was 'buried 
land, and who, after havfag at the abbey of Pontigny {4}. 


{%) Rigyrd. vita Philip Augojl. Nice/. Trivet Annul, (fr) Du TUlet. 
( 1 ) Recutil dee Roys do France teur Couronne et Moifon. (%) Du Cbefne, 

(3) Li Gtudru (4) Dugltin, MixtrtpS' Hcnailt, 
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Augufius after bis deceafe, was, in truth, one of the 
extraordinary princes that ever fat upon this or any other vemsfm m 
throne, as giving very early marks of a great genius, and ^ 
yet exceeding in the flower what he had promifed in the firft nin Z ^ 
buddings of genius tt . He aflumed the government from the *7*' 
time the crown was placed upon his head, though but in *****' 
his fifteenth year : and though the count of Flanders is, by 
fome writers, Ailed regent of the kingdom, yet that was but 
courtefy; for notwithstanding the king took his advice, and 
probably did nothing without it, yet all was executed, not 
only by his authority* hut byhimfelf w . He was jealous 
that his youth, and want of experience, might expofe him 
to contempt ; and, therefore, the firft inflance he gave of his 
authority was, in ordering jefters, jugglers, and buffoons, to 
quit his court, jmd he took care to be obeyed \ He found 
the people complain loudly of the Jews , who had got into 
poffeflion of one-third part of the lands in his dominions; 
and as, on the one hand, he fpund they had exercifed the 
iftoft oppreffive ufury, and, on the other, by choofing pro- 
per patrons, were powerfully fupported by the nobility, he 
obliged them to quit his territories, allowing them to carry 
away their perfoftal eftates. This chagrined the great lords, 
but it pleafed the people, and the king was obeyed y. From 
this, which was a very difficult and difagreeable undertak- 
ing, he proceeded to another that was ftill more fo. The 
mercenary foldiers who had ferved his father, and the king 
of England , being difbanded, and without means of maintain- 
ing themfelves, aflembled together in great bodies, and 
committed moft enormous outrages. They were difiin- 
guifhed by the feveral names of Cottereaux , Brabangons, 

11 cutlers, and Taverdtns , nefiing themfelves in different 
pares pf the kingdom, and laying the country under contri- 
bution where-ever they were. The kingi^irefted the great 
towns to mak^ head againft, them, aflifled them with his 
own troops, and in # one aftion cu?ofF nine tjjoufend; fo that 
by degrees he either extirpated or expelled* them all z . He 
thendirefted the inhabitants of every great town, that held 
immediately of him, to furround it with walls, and to pave 
the ftfeets; witich, as it was expenfive and troublefome, was 
not ail relifhed; but, however, the king making a circuit in 
perfon for that purpofe, it was performed. Some of the 
nobility, taking the advantage of his father’sjnfirmities, had 
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committed etfcefles, more efpecially againft the clergy, which 
the king redreflid in pcrfon, and by force of arms ; holding » 
his grandfiftheris maxim, that the royal authority was. to* be 
extended by a zeal for juftice, and by fupporting the weak 
againft the llrong. As thefe great things required time tot 
accompli fh, fo, as he began them early, he, until they were 
cdinplete, made them the conftant objefts of his attention. 
Fa&ions The queen-mother, the cardinal of Champagne, and the 
cabals and re ^ °f the princes of her houfe and faftion, laboured all they. 
in/urree - could, before and after the death of king Lewis,- to ruin the 
tions, in credit of Philip , count of Flanders, with the young king, 
the begin- and more efpecially to prevent his completing his marriage 
ning of his with his niece Ifabel, but without effeft. That count was 
reign, J'up- ^ king’s godfather, from whom he received his name, and 
^ruT*' XXi *hofe times this was coufidered as a kfyid of kindred; 
jubdued hefides, he had adopted the young lady aS his daughter, and 
bellowed upon her in dowry the county of Artois, and all 
the country along the river Lys When the queen, and 
thofe of her party, found this, they quitted the court, and 
having the young king of England with them, prevailed up- 
on him to go over to his father to demand his protection. 
In the mean time, the king caufed himfelf and his queen to be 
crowned at the abbey of St. Denis, by the archbilhop of 
Sms, which piqued the cardinal archbilhop of Rbeims ex- 
tremely b . Henry of England came over with his fon into 
Normandy , extremely well pleafed with this opportunity of 
interfering in the affairs of the king’s family; but Philip, and 
die count of Flanders , marching 'direftly towards him with 
a numerous army, Henry, who was unwilling to come to 
extremities, demanded a conference, which did great ho- 
nour to the abilities of the young king; for as, on the one 
hand, he remained firm in the meafures he had takqn, not- 
xvithllanding all thf addrefs of this wife and great prince, fo,- 
on the othp, he would not t? the arguments ufed by 
the carl of Flandgrs , to rejedt abfoln tely *all proportions of 
peace. He profited great duty and refpeft for his mother, 
offered to pafif by all that had happened, with refpeft to the 
lords of her faftion, and to receive them again intd his fa- 
vour ; which they thought fit to accept c . ft was not long 
before the eount of Flanders began to take this in a wrong 
light, and to form intrigues in his turn, into which, amongft 
the firft that entered, were the cardinal of Champagne aqd< 
One of the qOeen dowager’$l>rothers ; the duke of Burgundy 

• 
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alfo, tho’ a prince of the blood, embraced the fame party, 
and the avowed motive to their confederacy was jjie young 
monarch’s popularity d . Philip, not caring to truft the no- 
bility that (till remained about him, raifed an army with his 
own money, took one of the principal fortrefles of the duke 
of Burgundy, and in it his fon, on which the duke d% 
nianded pardon, and the reft, following his example, fub- 
initted e . 

The death of thetountfcfs of Flanders caufed new difttirb- Annexes 
ances. She was a prinfefs of the royal blood, and the heir- 
efs of the (fount of Verniandois . The king, as ftie died C/ r ^ r ‘ 
without ifTue, was for annexing her eftates to the crown, but niar, “ 01# 
the count pretended that the Late king had made him a grant 
of this fucceffion, Which Philip had confirmed : the king owned main in * 
this, but affirmed the grant to be only for the countefs’s life. fp// e 0 fthe 
However, both parties took the field; the emperor threaten- count of 
ed to take part with the earl of Flanders , who appeared to Flanders, 
be highly irritated, and laboured to engage the nobility to 
make it a common caufc, pretending the king had nothing 
elfe in view but to unite one fief with another f . Philip 
prefled him fo vigoroufly, and his friends affifted him fo 
faintly, that the count firft' demanded a truce, and at length 
was glad to make peace, the king leaving him the towns of 
Perron and St. $h tin tin for his lire, and annexing the reft of 
the county of Vermandqis to the crown. The young king A. D. 
Henry of England dying in France , exprefTed, in his 1 aft mo- **82. 
ments, great regret for the continual difturbance he had given 
his father, which affefted Henry fo much, that he appeared 
inconfolable for his death B . The fame year he had a con- 
ference with king Philip , who infilled upon the reftitution 
of the town of Gifors and the V exin, which had been given 
in dowry to his fifter Margaret , on her marriage with the 
young king. In order to gain the affeftioi? of Philip , and 
prevent this reftitaitiop, the *fJZngland did hoftiage to 
him for all the lands he r held in France , an rfc at the fame 
time, promifed, that in cafe the like dowry was given to the ugj, 
princefs Alice, his fon Richard, who Was now become his 
heir apparent, fhcjuld efpoufe her without any farther delay ; 
to Which Philip aflented, and the two kings parted, in all 
appearance well fatisfied \ But this calm was of no long 
continuance. 

This harmoriy did not laft long % Henry had it not at all The kings 
In his intention that his fon Richard fhould marry Alice, for of France 
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and Eng- whom be, was thought to have a ftrong paffion himfelf,, to 
land, be- yhich tiie French writers afcribe the jealoufy of queen EJea- 
ing recon fa k Jug’s keeping her as he did a prifoper for twelve 

tibd bv years before his death, Geoffrey, duke of Bretagne , Hen - 
the pope , r y s f ccon( j f 0Ilj and by much the heft of them all, quarrelled 
’ u * e ne with his father, bccuufe he would not add the country of 
%Iaine to his dominions, and went thereupon, in great dif- 
content, to Paris , where, being thrown from his horfe at a 
tournament, he died of the bruifes he received; king Philip 
retaining under his profeftion his widow, his daughter Ele- 
anor, and his pofthumous foil Arthur , with which Henry 
was much offended \ The count of f landers and the em- 
peror gave the king fomc difturbancc, but his firmnefs and 
his good fortune foou extricated him out of thefe, as it had 
done out of former difficulties; but on the fide of the king 
of England he was able to procure no Tatisfaftion. At 
length, therefore, he declared war ; and having taken fomc 
places of lefs confequcnce, befieged Chateauroux, in which 
were the two princes of England, Richard and John 9 , but 
they made fo good a defence, that Henry had time to came 
to their relief; upon which Philip tailed the fiege, and 
marched to give him battle k . At this 'juncture arrived a 
legate from the pope, to intercede with the two kings, and 
A.D. *9 engage them to lay alide their private quarrels, and take 
1187. the ci'ols in favour of the Chriftians^ from whom the famous 
Saladinc had taken Jerufalcm . Henry having folcmnly pro- 
mi fed, that, at their return from this expedition, all things 
ftiould be adjnftcd to the fatisfattion of Philip, the two kings, 
.and, moved by their example, the mod of the great lord? 
in both armies took the crofs, which, of his own free will, 
prince Richard had taken before 

A nr w King Philip, in order to defray the expences of fuch 
quarrel be- a war, laid heftvy taxes upon the clergy, at \yhich they 
tween the murmured exceedingly^ x ^Lj.vhich the king, neverthelefs, 
hingi, in cau f c d t 0 be raifed, and to which in € thofe days they gave 
R’ hard name of tile tax of Saladinc . But while the king was 
iwn^of *k us employed, priuce Richard \ when it was leaft expc&ed, 
Poitou ma( * c a * ur * ous Eruption into the territories of Raymond, 
jtdes with count of ThotdouJe, in purfuance of the olO quarrel^ which, 
Philip a- as we obferved, Henry kept open, on purpofe to afford colour 
gain ft his for fuch incurfions. The monarch of France w$s no (oqaq- 
father . informed of this than he made a diverfion in favour of count 

Raymond, by invading &e territories which H,mry po/I^ffed * 

. 1 Rigord. \R. Hoveden, Dvpl^ix, k 
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In Frante m . That monarch, with an alacrity little fuitabfe 
to his years, advanced with an army to their relief; but his 
iucfcefs was # not equal to his fpirit, and therefore demanded 
a conference, at which he defired, that, inflead of Richard \ 
the princefs Alice might efpoufe his fon John, which was re- 
jefted, there being a fecret underftanding between Philip aid 
the prince of England n . The pope’s legate interpofed upon 
this, and went fo for as to threaten Philip with an excommu- 
nication ; but the kfng told him, th$t he held his crown from 
God, and not from the pope, who had no right to prefcribe 
how he fliould behave to his vaflal ; infinuating at the famfc 
time, that the legate’s zeal was prompted by king Henry'S 
gold. As for Richard , he was fo much incenfed, that he was 
very near killing the legate upon the fpot, and, being hin- 
dred, fhewed his rcfentment by doing homage to king Philip , 
and retiring to the French camp ; fo that thefe broils, whlcli 
had been fo lately appeafed, were now more inflamed that! 
ever °. 

The king, with prince Richard , as foon as they were able Peace oncfi 
to aflemble troops fufficient, attacked the city of Mans, which, wore re - 
tho’ it was the ftrongcfl place in all Henry's French territo-/ 0r ^ \ 
ries, was taken in the fpace of three days, by an accident ; ^hncb is 
for the governor having given directions for burning the fub- imm f x ~, 
urbs, this was performed in fuch a hurry, that the flame 
caught the town. King Henry , who was there in perfon, pj cn „ 
efcapeJ with difficulty, being warmly purfacd by Philip and ry’s death. 
Richard . He retired to Chinon , where he determined to de- 
fend himfelf to the laft extremity ; but, before things were 
brought to this pafs, the count of Plunder r, and other great 
lords, reprefented to king Philip , that they could not, with 
a fafe confcience, ferve him againfl: a monarch who had taken 
the crofs, and thereby impede the recovery of Jerufalem, 
which conftrained him once more to admit of a conference p. 

The two kings* diffourfing^fo£i*her on horfebafit, were 
parted by a dreadful clap of thunder, whidh fell between 
them. However, they came together again,' and, after three 
hours converfation, the terms of the peace were fettled ; the 
places ta&n frogi the king of England were to be reftored, 
king Philip was to have a large fum in ready money, Richard 
was to be crowned as his brother Henry had been, and then 
to efpoufe the princefs Alice ; but his folemnity was to be de- 
ferred till their return from tho* Holy Land, and, in the 
mean, time, the priheef^ was to be put into fuch hands a$ 

* Riookd. Du Tillf*t, * ‘VjfiLHEL. Brit. Philip# 
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Philip fhould approve. When all was adjufted, Henry ,ob“ 
ferved to Philips that princes had a common intereft againft 
traitors, and iufifted fo paffionately to fee the affociation* by 
•which he had been invited to invade his dominions, that at 
length he did q . But as foon as Henry faw his favourite fon 
Johns name at the head of it, he flew into a tranfport of 
A-D. paffion, which afFefted him in fuch a manner, that he was 
1189. carr ; ec i back to Chinon and died there fpeedily, rather of dif- 
content than difeale By this means Philip loft a danger- 
ous and implacable enemy, and his friend Richard \ whom 
he had always fup ported againft his father, acquired that 
crown he had fo eagerly purfued, tho’, in fome mealure, at 
the expencc of i is reputation, the world in general con- 
demning his conduct. 

Philip and The two kings leaned to be equally fat^fied and at eafe. 
the young Philip had confidcrable claims on Richard, on account of the 
lung of fuccours fu milked to him in his father’s time ; but, upon his 
England, declaring frankly that it would be very inconvenient for him 
^l^Tthe* to com r ly d'lem at that juncture, Philip very generoufly 
Holy ^ ^ by. They then concluded an alliance as kings. 

Land an d fworc perpetual fidelity as friends, without coulidering 
gainfi the that their manners were too much alike ftfr any oaths to re- 
iufideh f. ftrain, or leagues to bind, them. They were in their per- 

fons tall, well-made, and robuft men; a&ive, brave, mag- 
nificent, free in their difeourfe, aud # full of a fpiightly kind 
of wit, that however bordered upon levity : their vices alfo 
were much the fame, for they were ambitious in a fupreme 
degree, hafty in their tempers, addidied to women, avaii- 
cious, or rather greedy of money, that they might fquander ; 
and, in fine, immoderately fond of praife, and ready to run 
any hazard to acquire it. The expedition to the Holy Land 
appeared to thefe piincesan enterprize that was to cover 
them with immortal glory; and having once entertained 
this nqt’nui, they could ggib^of them be«brought to con- 
fider it iu ano^er light *. Some of the wifeft men in his 
council laboured to undeceive , Philip , and to difluade him 
from going in perfon ; but his mother, and the cardinal of 
Rheims , out of an ambitious dciire of governing In his ab- 
fence, fruftrated their intention. He too £, however, the 
precaution of limiting their authority by an inftrument, to 
which he gave the name and form of a Tejlament , and ap- 
pointed overfeers to look to its execution, which they did 
not expefh Before his departure he received the homage 

* Nicol. Trivet. Mez. r Math, Paris.* P.Virc. 
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of the queen dowager of England for the duchy of Guienne , 
which (he held in her own right; and to defray the expences 
of this- prodigious armament, expofed tofale the, great charge 
of his houfhold, the domain of the crown, and whatever elfe 
would fetch money. All things being adjufted, the two 
kings marched with their armies as far as Lyons; and there 
Philip took the route of the Alps y in order to embark at 
Genoa , and Richard* proceeded to the coaft in order to meet 
his fleet, which was appointed to rendezvous at Ma'fcilles, 
under a folemn engagement to meet again in Sicily % and to 
proceed from thence, in conjunction, to the coaft of Syria 

Tancred was at this time in pofleflion of that ifland, Tranfac- 
with the regal title; but he was held to be an intruder in tl ° ns In 
prejudice to Con/lance, the wife of the emperor Henry , with *f ur ~ 
whom Philip \fas in clofe alliance: on the other hand, 
held the queen dowager Joan clofe prifoner, who was king the*two 
Richard's lifter, and confequently had no great reafon to be pj^ 
fond of fuch guefts. Philip arrived firft, and was tolerably ]jp and 
well treated, and behaved civilly on his lide. When Richard Richard, 
arrived, he demanded that his fifter fliould be prefently fent in that 
him, and full faysfaCtion for the large legacies left to his ifland. 
father by the deceafed king of Sicily 9 which Tancred labour- 
ed to decline. Upon this Richard attacked the city of Mefl 
flna , and was very near coming to a rupture with king 
Philip , who, with part of ills forces, was in the city when it 
was attacked. lie confented, however, to admit of his me- 
diation, and by the decree of the French king, Tancred was 
to be left in peaceable pofleflion, and to pay king Richard 
forty thoufand ounces of gold in full fatisfa&ion for his 
claims u . Tancred , who had flattered himfelf with the 

French king's protection, was fo much vexed with the difap- 
pointment, that he made his court to king Richard, and pro- 
duced to him a letter, whetjjer forged or genuine is not very 
clear, in which Thilip encouraged him to attack the Engli/b, 
and particularly their king, with a promife t© aflift him with 
all his forces. This produced, as he expeCted^ a very high 
quarrel between thefe princes ; Richard charged Philip with 
havingtfittempted againft his life, and Philip accufed Richard 
of infilling upon a forged letter, and publilhing many falfe- 
hoods w . But, after all, their interefts obliged them to be 
friends ; and they therefore thought it bell to difeufs the 
rfeal difpute between them, which was the marriage of the 
princefs Alice y a point which Richard without cere- 
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mony* rejcfted, for reafons before-mentioned', and becaufo 
his- mother ^vas treating of another marriage for him in No? 
varre ; but very honourably offered to reftore the places that 
had been fo long detained tor her dowry. The treaty being, 
without much difficulty, adjufted, a new mifunderftanding 
A. D. hjjppened; for Philip infilled that Richard , with his forces^ 
Ihould depart with him, which the king of England declared 
to be impoffible, bccaufe he had a mind to wait for his young 
wife, whom his mother h 4 u1 promifed to bring thither. Phi - 
lip, afraid that he fhould return into France , and attack hisr 
dominions in his abfcncc, laboured all he could to induce 
the French lords that followed Richard to proceed with him ; 
and, having engaged the greatefl part of them, failed for the 
CO a ft of Syria, and left the king of England in Sicily x . Thefe 
tranfa&ions are related with many more* circum fiances, 
and not a few variations, according to the difpofition of 
the authors who committed them to writing. The nature 
of our plan requires we fhould be fuccinft ; and therefore 
we have reprefented thefe facts with as much clearnefs and 
Impartiality as was in onr power, and with the leaf! interrup- 
tion that might to be the thread* of our nrpration. 
fhe couth At the time of his arrival, Philip found the affairs of the 
nual quar- Chriftians in a very untoward fituation. They were engaged 
rels be - fo the liege of Aeon, or Ptolnnais , having lain before it more 
t<ween?\C\- t h an a y eaFj w hich in reality was no great wonder, confider- 
lip and 

ing that, for the belt part of the time, the army without 
end ^t lad was ^ carce ec l ua ^ t0 the garrifon within. As if thefe difficul- 
*h the for- tics had not been enough, the Chriftians were upon bad 
mers com - terms with each other, and this on account of a divided title 
hg home . to the kingdom of Jerufalem, which city was in the hands of 
the infidels. Guy de Lufignan had been acknowleged king 
in right of his wife, who was the elded filler of the laftmon- 
arcK : but this princefs being dead, without leaving any iflue, 
the marcfhis of Montferrr&ikfirikd the gtowTi in right of the 
youngeft lifter, who was his confort ; whereas Guy infilled 
that, having once been inverted with the regal dignity, he 
was king for life When king Richard landed, <jtfter con- 
quering the iffand' of Cyprus by the way, ha augmented the 
confufion, for he' took part with Guy de Litfigmm ; who wa 9 
liis fubjeft; and, perhaps*, it was chiefly for this reafon that 
Philip took part with the marquis of Montferrat. With 
much difficulty things wej^ fo far corapromifed* as to fufpend 
all proceedings till the place was tajten, which being vigor- 

* Wil. Brit. Philip, lib. iv, Fraacoruxd. Kswavlt. 
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otifly attacked, was quickly yeilded by capitulation. As 
feon as Aeon was in the hands of the Chriitians, Philip took 
a rSfolution # of returning into his own dominiofis, becaufe 
the climate was prejudicial to his health ; and which, perhaps, 
weighed with him more, that he might not remain in the 
fame country with Richard , who, if the French hiftprians are 
to be believed, was continually raifing new quarrels, and al- 
ways in the wrong; and, if we liften to other authors, thefe 
practices ought not* to beaferibed to Richard but to Philip *. 

It is very probable th?,y might be both in the wrong, but it 
is very certain they could never agree, and therefore Philip' s 
refolu tion of leaving the army might not be fo injurious to 
the common caufe as it is generally reprefented. At parting 
he left a ccnfiderable body of French troops under Eudes of 
Burgundy , with orders to obey Richard , to whom alfo he 
promifed, with a folemn oath, not to attack his dominions, 
or to dHpoflefs any of his vaflals. But how fincerely he 
a&ed in this matter may appear from hence ; that, landing 
in the kingdom of Naples > he took Rome in his way home, 1 
and earnelily follicited pope Celeftin III. to abfoh*e him from 
the oath which he had taken to Richard , but without effett a. 

He landed in France about Chrijlmas , and was received with 
great joy by his fubjetts, tho’ the manner in which he had 
left the Holy Land did not raife his reputation with other 
princes, who apprehended his taking advantage of Richard's 
abfence. 

It appeared foon after his return, that he had an impla- Philip 
cable averlion, and, at the time time, a deep dread of th zfpoufes In- 
Englijh monarch. The marquis of Motitferrat had been gerburge 
Cain in the midft of the city of Tyre, by fome of the AffaJJins\ * -Danifli 
a bold and barbarous nation, from whole practices this word 
has been adopted into moll languages. Philip no fooner in „ °f e$ 
heard of this, than remembering that Rbhard was the ene- 
my of the marejuis^he conj?ciurH*that he had applied to the * 
Old Man of the Mountain , fo the prince />f thofe wicked England; 
men was ftiled, and had procured from hint thefe inftru- 
ments of his vengeance ; from whence he deduced this coir- 
fequqpce, that, being no lefs hated by Richard , he might be 
in as much danger. Upon this, by the advice of his coun- 
cil, he formed a particular corps of guards, armed wkh 
iron maces, whom he had about his perfon night and day, 
and Who fuffered no ftranger to approach him b . He likewife 

* Wil. Brit. Philip. lfL iv. N. Trivet Annal. Chalons. 
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difpatched ambafladors, with rich prefents, to pacify the prince 
of the dj[affins\ but, when they came to his court, the Old 
Man of trn Mountain told them plainly ; that he had n 0 re- 
fentment againft their matter ; that he had never been fol- 
licited by the king of England to his prejudice, and that he 
had caufed the marquis of Montferrat to bp killed, becaufe 
lie looked upon him as his enemy, and without having any 
correfpondence with Richard c . Philip in the mean time bad 
his head full of intrigues, entered into 'a ciofe alliance with 
John, the brother, but the mortal cqemy of king Richard ; 
and his own queen IfabcUa being dead in his abfence, he rc- 
folved to marry Ingcrburge , the daughter of Waldemac , and 
the filler of Canute king of Denmark , without any other por- 
^ p tion than the transferring to him the whole claim of the 
^ ' -Danes upon England, and affording him the afliftance of a 

y fleet; but the court of Denmark declining this propofitioq, 
he was content to take this princefs with the fmall fortune 
that they offered ; yet, before her arrival, the marriage 
was not very acceptable to the French tho’ her merit pro- 
cured her afterwards the efteem of the whole nation. 

Philip en - It feems that Richard had intelligence of thefe proceedings 
fers into in Syria ; and on account of them, as welf as becaufe of a 
an alliance grievous fit of fickncfs, he determined to return: but in his 
paflage home he was (hip wrecked on the coaft of Dalmatia , 
^roth'r and endeavouring to pafs in difguife through the country of 

ll n ^ r Leopold , duke of Aujlria, whom he had highly offended at 

Rivard. l ^ e *i e £ c dc°n, he was difeovered and taken prifoner. 

% After much ill ui’age, the duke fold him to the emperor Hen- 

ry VI. who was of a harfh difpofition, neceffltous, and ava- 
ricious. He gave notice of this as an acceptable piece of 
news to king Philip , who offcied him a large fum of money 
for his prifoner, which he refuted c . The king and prince 
John now enteredfnto a new bargain, by which the latter was 
to delivenaip feveral plactj^ aii^* to Ipav^ the king at liberty 
to defpoil Richard of what he thought proper in Normandy, 
while himfelf uled his utmoft endeavours to get pofleffion of 
the crown of "England. And in order tqgive thefe difhonour- 
able meafures fome kind of colour, Philip fent to Senonnce 
war againft Richard in his prifon, and then aflembled a p 
army to invade his territories. The nobility of France 
obeyed him very unwillingly ; they put him in mind of his 
oath, of the fcandal of attacking a prinpe who was ftill un- 
der the crofs, and the inhumanity of making war upoa one 

5 R. de Hoveden. d Riepap. Dp Tilljt. Mes, 
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/who was in no condition to refill him. Philip pretended 
that he had no intention to fpoil Richard of his dominions, 
oi* to take any thing but what of right belonged to himfelf, 

, infilling chiefly on the treaty that had been made betweea 
them in Sicily, in which Richard had ft i pula ted to deliver lip 
the town of Gijors and the Vex in : he added, that he was 
bound to deliver up his After, who was kept prifoner in the 
citadel of Rouen He quickly regained the places which he 
claimed, and afterwards made himfelf matter of Evreux , 
which he gave to prince John, 9 the caftle excepted, into 
which he put a ftrong garfifon. He alfo befieged Rouen 
without effeft. There is no doubt that this ufage muft have 
irritated Richard, who, notwithftanding, found himfelf 
obliged to diflemble ; for having difcovcred that the emperor 
was inclined tq fell him to Philip , or at leaft to take money 
to keep him in prifon, he directed JVilliam , bifhop of Ely , 
his chancellor, to pafs over into France , and apply himfelf 
to king Philip to defift from thefe intrigues, and to allow 
him to make the bell terms for himfelf he could ; to which, 
out of mere fliame, and to avoid the reproaches of his nobi- ^ ^ 
lity, the king confented, and the old queen dowager, with " 

infinite difficult^, procured him the bell part of his ranfom : 
but we may judge of the true difpofition of Philip by the 
meflage he fent to prince Johti, when he heard that king 
Richard was at length releafed, “ Take care of yourfelf, 

“ for the devil is unchained;** language unworthy of fo 
great a man, much more of fo great a king * ! 

Treaties made by force, or with no juft intention, 
feldom fubfift long. Richard had prevailed upon the em- p a jy es 
peror, and the moll conliderable princes in Germany , to with an 
threaten Philip with an invafion, if he did not furrender all army into 
the places he had taken. Upon which the king, confidering France, 
this as a declaration of war, invaded Norr/kndy , and befieged and gains 
Verneuil\ and,# as foon a^le h.a<£ the news, Richard palled f ome *d m 
with an army, and a fleet of upwards of»a hundred fail, vantages 
from England, and debarked at Barjletir, % {\ rom whence, he 
marched with great rapidity to give PA//# 'battle h . His r l, ^ # 
brother # 7oA/i, who faw himfelf now at his mercy, refolved, 
if he # could, tp recover his favour, and if polfible his confi- 
dence. The method he took was Angular, as well as per- 
fidious. He invited the French officers at Evreux to an en- 
tertainment, and* when they had drank plentifully, caufed 
them to be cut to pieces, to the number of three hundred. 
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afld pUc*d ther* heads upon flakes along the wall ^ which fo 
far had its ff&&, as it convinced the king his brother that 
a reconciliation Would never ■ be in his power.** Philip tio 
fooner received this news, than, leaving his camp in the 
flight with a choice body of troops, he marched with fuch 
Expedition, that he eafily furprized Evreux, put all the Eng- 
lijt> he found to the fword, with moll of the inhabitants, and 
burnt the place to the ground l . His revenge coft him very 
dears his army, not being in the feeret fc of the expedition, 
finding the king gorie, and having intelligence that Rickard 
was Very near, abandoned their camp and thCir baggage, and 
difperfed to their refpeftive homes. There followed upon 
this a negotiation, which came to nothing, bccaufe Philip in- 
filled upon an indemnity for thofe who had taken arms a- 

g inft Richard, to which he would not confent k . Philip 
ing again in the field, the Englifb monarch laboured all 
that was in his power to bring him to a battle ; and, at 
length, finding him in the neighbourhood of Vet tdofmc, en- 
camped fo near that it could not well be avoided, Philip 
Ittade ufe of an artifice, which failed him : he fent a mdfage 
to Richard, that, if he remained on tjie fame ground', he 
Would give him battle ; to which the king of England re- 
turned for anfwer, that he would find him ready, and that 
if he failed he would come the next day and attack him. 
The delign of the king of Prance <was to retire, which 
Richard penetrated, and began to advance as foon as the 
meflenger returned, attacked and routed the army on their 
march, and took the French chancery which then attended 
the king; fo that, by this unlucky accident, all the titles of 
the crown fell into the poffcflion of Rich ird , to the irrepara- 
ble lofs of the French nation l . Philip , notwithflanding, 

made art irruption, not long after, into Normandy , with fuc- 
cefs ; and though fhe pope’s legate made great efforts to bring 
about a tftaty, yet they piwduCecl only strode, which lafted 
but a little time, c * which was owing to a chimerical project of 
the emperor, t who, with the afliftance of king Richard, pro- 
pofed to render the realm of France a fief of the ejnpire m . 
Ujpon this Richard recommenced hoftilitics, which wear, now 
carried' on with unufual fury on both fides. In a little time, 
A*D. however, both kingS perce’iVed that wafting their country, and 
il 95 • dbftroying their people, muft neceflarily’ turn to their mu- 
tual lofs* without rendering either of them great; and, 
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therefore, in the month of November , they cbficHideff £ 
truce, and the next year a dccMzve peace, upon ostial trfnfe; 
by “which the prideefs Alice recovered her liberty, arid foot! 
after efpoufed the count of Ponthieu , after being the fburefe 
of fo much difeord and bloodffied between the two nations- \ * 

The peace of Louviers \ as it was called, from theplacfc Anew 
where it was made, feemed to promife a laffmg tranquility ro war be- 
the dominions of the two kings ; notwithftandtng which ft * ween the 
was broke in fix months. Philip .pretended to take offence m ™*rcbs 
at king Richard's having difpofTefled one of his vaflals, and nce 
razed his fortref9 ; and, without making any application 1 for 
redrefs, renewed the war by befieging Aimaie. Richard tw f n -*j^ j s 
was very foon in the field, and hoftilities Were carried on* foir terminate 
fome time with a variety of fuccefs. The Sngtijb monarch, e d by a 
whom experience had taught caution, and his frequent* fflS'f - peace un* 
takes addrefs, managed his affairs at rhis time in a way very der the 
different from what he had hitherto done. He detached the mediathn 
count of Thouhufe from the party of king Philip t by giving •f the 
him his fiffer Joan in marriage, the widow of JPiiiinm king of 
Sicily ; he brought over the Bretons to his mtereff, by irf- 
finuating to th^ young duke Arthur , or rather to his ntf- 
nifters, that he might render him his fucceffor ; and he en- 
gaged Baldwin earl of Flanders in his alliance, by fuggeftiflg 
that it was the only way to recover the rich countryof 
Artois , which, in- virtue of his firft marriage, Philip had tt- 
annexed to the crown. By thefe treaties, and by receiving 
all who were aggrieved, or thought themfelves aggrieved; 
by Philip , he caufed him to be attacked on every fide, and 
brought him into very great difficulties °. Philip , however; 
brought himfelf into greater ; for giving a loofe to his re* 
fentment, and relying upon that good fortune which hitherto 
had attended him in his exploits, he e?«)ofed himfelf like a 
young man, without any ^pnfideration or the numbers he at- 
tacked, or waS attacked by; which, tho* not fafal to him- 
felf, proved’ exceedingly fc to the beft of Iws troops, and to 
the nobility molt attached to his perfon. Hearing that Arras 
was befieged by the count of Flanders , he turned his whole 
forces on thai fide, and marched againff him with* a very 
numerous army. The count, knowing his inferiority, raffed 
the flege, and retired : the king, hurried by his paffions, fol- 
lowed him till he found himfelf fb entangled in a country full 
of marfhes, dykes, afid c inelofure*, that he was unable to ad- 
vance, or to procure provifions for his army. In thefe cir- 
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jcumflances he was conftrained to treat with the count, and, 
by fair propifes, procured his leave to retire p . Upon thii 
Baldwin became a mediator between the two kings, and # la- 
boured ailiduoufly to make peace. His good intention was 
not followed by the fuccefs that heexpe&ed, and all that it 
pipduced was a truce for a year, when the war broke out 
again with greater fury than ever, till at length, pope Innocent 
the third interpofing, the two kings confented to a truce for 
five years. It was on th$ point of bein^ broken almoft as 
foon as it was made, if it had not been prevented by the 
activity and addrefs of the cardinal legate, who managed fe- 
veral confetences between the two kings, and at laft brought 
them to relifti a plan for a folid peace ; but, before it could 
be concluded, Richard was unfortunately (lain before an in- 
confidetable caftle, which he befieged, in hopes of taking 
from one of his vaffals a great mafs of gold, which he had 
found hid in the earth 4. 

The death of Richard was one of the moft fortunate 
events that could have fallen out for king Philip ; but, before 
we enter into any detail of the events that followed it, it may 
Ke requifite to give a fuccinft account of the troubles that 
happened in France from the king’s fecond marriage. We 
have (hewn the motives upon which it was concluded ; and 
tho’ Ingerberge was a princefs of great beauty and merit, yet 
the king was fo difgufted the firft night of their marriage, 
that he feparated from her immediately, and would have Cent 
her home again ; but, as (he appeared very averfe, he con- 
tented himfelf with placing her in a monaftery, where (he 
had a handfome allowance, and where her modefty, piety, 
and patience, gained her univerfal efteem r . This, however, 
did not hinder fome of the bifhops of France from gratifying 
the king, on the old pretence of alliance in blood, made out 
from a pedigree nSt over well founded, with a divorce ; in 
virtue of %hich he thought himfelf at .liberty to efpoufc, 
three years afte£ the marriage of this princefs, Agnes de 
Merania , daughter to the duke of Dalmatia ; but, upon 
the complaint of the king of Denmark to pope Celq/Un 9 he 
caufed an inquiry to be made into this matter, aad declared the 
fecond marriage null. Philip follicited pope Innocent for a re- 
yerfion of his fentence, which was granted ; yet it ferved only 
to create delay ; and at length the cardinal legate intimated 
the pope’s fentence, “ that fee was to put away Agnes 9 and 
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“ take back his queen '. ” The king not complying, thp 
pope proceeded to an interdift, which fub filled about fevea 
months ; afrwhich Philip was fo provoked, th$t he leized 
the temporalities of the biftiops, imprifoned the canons of 
cathedral churches, laid impofitions on the inferior clergy, 
and at length taxed his lay fubje&s in a pioft oppreffive 
manner ; all which it was in his power to do, becaufe, con- 
trary to the cuftom of his predecefiors, he kept up a {landing 
army of mercenary troops. All this having no effeft, he 
grew tired of living in fuch a ftatfe of violence, and, apply- 
ing to the pope, promifed entire fubmiflion, in cafe he would 
fufFer the divorce and the fecond' marriage to be once more 
reviewed This was accepted, the interdict removed, and 
a council appointed at SoiJJ'ons to examine every thing afreftt. 

Thither Philip repaired, and finding, in fpite of all his au- 
thority and addrefs, that a decree would be pronounced 
againft him, he fent the legate word, that he had fettled the 
affair himfelf ; and then leaving Soijfons, having firft taken 
Ingerberge out of her convent there, carried her behind him 
on fiorfeback to Paris , where he owned her publicly for his 
queen ; for grief of which Agnes foon after died u . But the 
fon and daughter he had by her were legitimated by the 
pope ; which an hiftorian of that time fays was but ill re- 
ceived in France , where they were by no means edified with 
the pontif’s intermeddling in their affairs in fuch a manner, 
and more efpccially by pretending to regulate the fuc- 
cefiion w . 


On the death of his brother, John mounted the throne of Enters in - 
England , and took pofleffion likewife of his French dominions, to a war 
in prejudice to his nephew Arthur, who at the beginning, wi/AJohn 
however, claimed only Anjou , Maine , and Tour nine. , 

old queen dowkger Eleanor was ftill living, and, by doing 
homage for Guienne, prevented that cou^ry from becoming en ^i ia 
the feat of war* Shefidedwvith her fon againft hej grandfon, marr i a g (t 
out of pique to his # mother Conftartce, who yas, like herfelf, 
a princefs of very high fpirit x . Philip, under colour of pro- 


tecting Atthur a invaded Normandy, which 9 John came in 
perfon fb defend ; however, from the ficktenefs of his na- 
ture, # he grew* defirous of making peace at any rate ; and 
Philip no fooner perceived this, than he fet accommoda- 
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tloo at too high a price even for John to purchafe, notwith* 
Handing the ' count of Flanders , who charged him with 
breaking hif- word, had deferted him, and taken part with 
Jung of England \ At length the old queen dowager de- 
yifed an expedient, which proved fatisfattory to Philip y . She 
prppofed, that his Con and heir apparent Lewis ftiould efpoufe 
Bunchy the daughter of Alonfo king of Cajlile, and the niece 
of Wug John ; who, in cafe he died without heirs, was to 
entail the fucceifioo to his eflates in France on the ifliie of that 
marriage, and in the mean time was to make a ceffion of the 
county of Bvreux in Normandy with the Vexin and other ter- 
ritories, the rights of which had been long contefted, to the 
king. Thefe terms once accepted, the old queen went into 
Spain to fetch the princefs, who was to be the feal of this 
treaty; and the marriage being celebrated in Normandy , 
Arthur , whetfe caufe was in fome meafure abandoned, did 
homage to his unde for die duqhy of Bretagne : and thus for 
the prefent, not without a great mixture of injuftice, tran- 
quility was reltercd z . 

King John y who was a very voluptuous prince, had repu- 
diated Havifi’y the daughter of the earl of Gloucefter ; and 
having feen Ifabel d } Angoidifme , who was contrafied, if not 
married, to Hvgucs le Brun, count of March , caufed her to 
be carried away from his houfe, and, by the confent of her fa- 
ther, married her. As this lady was nearly related to king 
Philip an carried her to Paris , where'they were treated with 

effort u- t j ie mmo ft magnificence, and difmifTed with all poflible de- 
monftrations of the moft cordial affeftion*. This fituation 
of things very fuddenly changed ; the count of March , re- 
fenting the injury done him, and drawing many of the no*- 
bility to whom he was allied in blood to his party, began 
fame troubles ; which John, with great feverity, fupprefled. 
Complaints were njade upon this to king Philtpy who wrote 
in ftrong terms to the king of England; w{jo promifed to 
render 'julfice more readily than he performed it b . From 
thefe fmall fpailu a great flame enfued. Philip , who had 
mighty thingstin view, encouraged the young prince Arthur 
to fet himlelf at the head of the malecontents, conferred 
upon him the honour of knighthood, and^furniftiecf him 
with a large fum of money to raife forces. The firft ex- 
ploit this young prince attempted with his half-formed army, 
was the liege of Mireheau, where his grandmother the old 
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$ueen dowager refided. King Jvhn, already landed in Nor* ' 
mandy , marched with great forces to Jier relief, routed thcrfe 
of his nephew, and took him prifoiier c . TJhis fuccefe^ 
which might have been highly advantageous to his affairs, 
proved his ruin ; for having firft transferred the poor young 
prince to Falaife , and from thence to the caftle of Rouen, when 
he found it utterly impoflible to detach him from the French 
filtered, either murdered him, as fome hiftoriaos fay, with 
his own hand, or caufed him to be murdered, as almcft all 
writers agree. T^is cruel aft rendered him juftly odious to 
all his fubjefts in France ; and his mother applying herfelf for 
juftice to Philip , who fummoned him to appear and anfwer to 
this charge before the court of peers at Paris j and, upon his 
refufal or delay, declared him, according to the ordinary 
eourfe of juftice, convifted of felony, and all the lands he 
held as fiefs fibm the crown of France confifcated d . King 
John was at this time in a moll deplorable lituation ; the old 
queen his mother lately dead, molt of his nobility in arms 
againft him, fome of his ancient allies employed in the fourth 
croifadc in Syria , fome dead, and the reft detached from 
him ; fo that Philip had the faireft opportunity, as well as 
the mod plaufihje pretence, for depriving him of Normandy , 
and the reft or his dominions in France, under colour of 
executing the fentence of the court of peers ; and he was not 
a prince capable of letting flip even a lefs promifing occafion \ A.D. 
But he did nothing pftcipitately ; he took care to have all the * 202. 
forms of law on his fide, and, while he was taking thsfe pre- 
cautions, he aflembled a numerous army, with which he un- 
dertook the conqucft of Normandy . 

• It is not our bufinefs to enter into a detail of the campaign, Methods 
it is fufficient for our purpofe to fay, that, in lefs than fix ufed by 
months, he either obtained, by intelligence of the principal Philip to 
inhabitants, or reduced by forge, all th<^ great towns in the extend the 
Higher Normandy, whil z^Jobn remained* at Caen in fuch * power of 
ftate of inaftkfn, as not only amazed that but alf fucceeding the j rotw?$ 
ages. The ftrong fortrefs of Chqfteau GaillJrd made a gallant ~ 

defence; and John, as if he had waked out* of a.fleep, af- the great 
{eqibled.a.ftrQng fleet and aripy for its relief ; but a concur- ^offalt. 
renct of unfortunate accident* rendering his efforts ineffec- 
tual, h$, in a fit of diftraftion, returned to England, and 
teemed to abandon all f . Philip, taking advantage of this* 
reduced all Lower Normandy with the fame facility 5 info- 

• 
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much that John had nothing left but the city of Rouen, the 
inhabitants of which, from a true fpirit of loyalty and inde-; 
pendency, defended themfelves bravely ; neither did they 
iurrender, till, acquainting John with their diftrefs, he re- 
turned them for anfwer, that, being able to afford them no 
A. D. relief, they muft make the beft terms for themfelves they . 
»2°3- cohid : and thus, after a reparation of three hundred years, 
Normandy was again united to the crown of Fra?ice%. This 
fuccefs, for from fatisfying, ferved only to raife and inflame 
the ambition of Philip , V^ho carried the war into the coun- 
tries of Maine, Anjou, and Touraine , the beft part of which 
he fubdued with the fame eafe that he had done Normandy . 
He faw clearly the fuperiority he had, and refolved to pref9 
it to the utmoft. The count of Flanders was in Syria, the 
count of Champagne z child under his tutelage, the count of 
Thouloufc embarrafled with the court of Rome , who treated 
him as a heretic ; in fhort he was free from all the reftraints 
by which his predeceffors were in a manner tied down, and 
he thought the beft ufe he could make of it, was to tranfmit 
that liberty which himfelf enjoyed to his pofterity and fuc- 
1204. ceffors h . The only error he committed was fliewing his fen- 
timents too plainly, and behaving towards J fome of the no- 
bility as if that was already done, which was only in a fair 
way of being done ; a thing inexcufoble in a politician ; but 
after all, even wife men are but men. Guy de Tours, who was 
become duke of Bretagne by the marriage of Conftance the 
mother of prince Arthur, and the heirefs of that duchy, had, 
during her life, afted as warmly as any againft the Englijh ; 
but that princefs being dead, and perceiving plainly -what 
was the intention of Philip , he laboured as much as in him 
lay to make king John fenfible of the weak part he had afted, 
and to perfuade him not to defert fuch of his fubjefts as yet 
remained faithful, fland were willing to ri(k all to preferve 
what was c ftill remaining of h«fo dominion* in France \ 
Moved by thefe^emonftrances, and encouraged by his pro- 
jnifes, that monafeh came with a fleet and army to Rochelle ; 
but the fortunfi of Philip prevailed. John received at the be* 
ginning various checks, which made him glad to fccept a 
truce for two years, and the duke of Bretagne, being left to 
the king’s mercy, was forced to make peace upon the beft 
terms he could obtain ; which was an event highly acceptable 

* Rob. de Mont, ad Chron. Sigeberti. h Mat. Parts, 
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to Philip, who defired nothirig fo much as an opportunity of 
punifhing or humbling his vaflals k . 

In the mldft of thefe tranfa&ioris, a new and^ery extra- f ro ^ the 
Ordinary fcene opened itfelf in France . The popes havingy^# art- 
found a way to raife armies, when, where, and againft whom ti*ve con - 
they pleafed, by the preaching df a few hair-brained furious ww/ 
monks, refolved to Uiake trial df it in Europe againft thcffe *be P°P e ' s 
they Ailed heretics, as they had done in Ajtd againft the In- tufting 
fidels. Raymond count of Thoulcufe , who was a man of free a 
principles, permitted perfons of all opinions to refide in his * 

territories, provided their morals were found, and they did xhou- 
nothing againft the public peace. Thefe heretics, as they loufe. 
were Ailed, did not agree entirely in fentiments, and it was 
no wonder, fince, in reality, they Were driven out of the 
church of Rom$ by a clear fenfe of her corruptions, or were 
the remains of the ancient Gothic churches, who were never 
infe&ed with them *. To thefe people, becaufe they lived 
about Albi , they gave the name of Albigeois ; againft whom, 
at the inftance of Dominic and his difeiples, pope Innocent 
the third publifhed a croifade, in order to exterminate with 
the fwok-d fuch as Would not be converted with preaching m . 

This pious comftiiffion was offered to king Philip , who re- 
fufed it, but connived at the execution of it, or perhaps 
durft not oppofe it. Eudes duke of Burgundy , and after- 
wards Simon de Montfort , were at the head of thefe mifcre- 
aats, who Ailed themfelves the army of the church, and 
moft blafphemoufly intitled God to all the facrileges, 
beries, and murders, which they committed ; defoliating all 
the fine provinces in the fouth of France , deftroying not only 
tliofe they ftiled heretics, but alfo the catholics that lived 
amongft them : upon all which Philip looked with filence, 
believing that the miferies the people fuffered, and the de- 
ftruftion of nobility in thofe parts, woul^ pstve the way for 
extending his authority, %lie only objeft of whicfc he never 
loft light 9 * + 

The pope, having once got this new wellpon in his hand, Is deetiv- 
imagined himfelf to be invincible, and was cdhfequently for ed in hit 
employing it where-ever he found the lead refiftance. Johnhopes bf 
king of England had refufed to admit cardinal Stephen Langton$g* ni *Z , 
in quality of legate from the holy fee, becaufe he looked upon England 
him as a man wholly devoted to France ; and this provoked 
the pope to fuch a degree, that he put the kingdom of Eng- 
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land under an interdift °. This brought a furious perfec- 
tion on theibifliops who obeyed it, infomuch that they were 
obliged to take refuge in France . Pope Innocent , upon 
this, refolved to keep no farther mcafures, excommunicated 
the king, and gave his dominions to the firft occupier* 
aligning the fame indulgencies to fuch as fought againft this 
prince, as if they had taken the crofs againft the infidels. 
The legates from Rome having propofed this expedition to 
Philip , he readily accepted it, knowing that* fome time or 
other an attempt would be made to wring Normandy from 
him, believing it rather his intcrcft to carry the war into 
England than to expert it at home ; and befides, being de* 
firous to employ his fon prince Lewis, who, without his 
kuowlege, and contrary to his intention, had taken the crofs 
againft the Alhigeois ; which, he fuppofed,* might be dif- 
penfed with by his fervice againft the Englijh p . Many of 
the great lords, either out of vain-glory, the defire of obtain- 
ing eftates in that ifland, or out of pure caprice, applauded 
his defign, and promifed to follow him. Philip fpent much 
time in forming an army fuitable to fo great an undertaking, 
and in preparing a vaft fleet, which, if th ( e French authors 
are to be credited, confifted of no lefs than leventeen hundred 
fail. The king of England, on the other hand, made alfo 
great preparations, gathered together an army of fixty thou- 
sand men, and had alfo a formidable fleet at Portfmouth > 
upon which he might have relied ; but either from his own 
fufpicions of the fidelity of his fubjefts, or from the natural 
ficklenefs of his temper, he changed his fcheme on a fudden, 
made the mcaneft fubmiflions to the pope in theperfon of his 
legate, cardinal Randolph , by which he procured abfolution, 
and when Philip expefted all the alliftance that the authority 
of the fee of Roni£ could give him, he was threatened with 
an excommunication if he proceeded in his attempt ; but this 
was not tKe motive that induced him to defiff‘1. 
finds him- The great po.il he was in hail awakened fo much fenfe inr 
P\f 1 sn the king John , ihu, with great fecrefy and much addrefs, he had 
i0 *J ra P'j negotiated a league upon the continent for the deftrpftion of 
li'Vht* F r<uiee * and, as it was perfe&ly well concerted, they had pro- 
/oh^-ded to divide the bear’s fkin ; Ferdinand count of Flanders 
l mofl was t0 ^ ave the city of Paris and the IJle of France, the 
zverful count of Bologne the Vermandois, John himfelf the provinces 
beyond the Loire , and his nephew the emperor Of ho> Burgundy 
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and Champagne r . Raymond count of Thouloufe , and the reft 
of the princ^Stwho had been fo ill treated by the crdifade, had deraej. 
likewife promifed to make a diverfion on their fide. Philip 
was no fooner acquainted with this confederacy than he 
turned ail his forces againft the count of Flanders ; ravaged 
all the flat country, and laid fiege to Ghent ; to f'acilitatS 
which he ordered his fleet to repair to the port of Dam . He 
was quickly obliged § to raife the fiege, by the news that the 
fquadrons of king John had taken thtee hundred of his (hips 
laden with all forts of ammunition and military (lores, funk 
a hundred more, and blocked up all the reft in the haven and 
canal *. They had likewife the boldnefs to debark a fmall 
body of troops, which, marching dire&ly towards the French £ 
camp, Philip furjjiifed and cut the beft part of them to pieces ; 121 31 

which trivial fuccefs could not confole him for the lofs he had 
already fuftained, and much lefs for that which followed ; 
fince, having no other way to keep them out of the hands of 
the Englijb, he was conftrained to order all the reft of his 
fleet to be burnt r . King John, animated by this little gleam 
of profperity, tranfported a corifiderable army to Rochelle , 
where he no fooner landed than the Poiftivins revolted in his 
favour ; he afterwards made himfelf mafter of Anglers, the 
fortifications of which had been dcmoliftied, and were by him 
repaired : in fine, he ravaged all the country as far as the fron- 
tiers of Bretagne u . Philip , forefecing the ill confequences 
that might attend this unexpe&cd diverfion, fent his fon 
Lewis with a confiderable force to oppofe him. Some of the 
French hiftorians fay, that, upon his approach, king John de- 
caiftped fo precipitately, that he left his heavy baggage and 
engines of war behind him ; but others allure us there were 
faults on both fides, that the Poiftivins, afraid of being treated 
as rebels, abandoned the field, and that a^great part of the 
French army, beyig feiz^d with the like panic, behaved as 
ill ; but, however tflis matter paired, it feem* to be certain, 
that king John retired to his caflle at PartcJiai , refolved td 
wait thefle for the event of the campaign in Flahders , where 
the beft of his own troops were, and indeed the combined 
forces fef the wlTole confederacy, under the command of the 
emperor in perfon : and as there never Was a campaign of 
more importance to France than this, we (hall be obliged to 
treat it more particularly, tho’ at the fame time as fuccinftly 
as it is poilible "7 * 

• 
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The im - King Philip believing it more honourable* and not at all 
jftant more dan^rons, to meet than to expeft his <enemies, ( ad- 
-utfoy at vaneed as far as Tournay, with an army of fifty thrqi/a n< f 
bjtmnes. men, t h e fl ovver 0 f his forces, and commanded by the prin- 
dpal nobility of France , fuch as Eudcs duke of Burgundy, 
Robert count of Drcux, Philip his brother, Peter Courtemi 
count of Nevers, all, in the modern ftile, princes of the 
Wood, Stephen count of Sancerrc, Join; count of Ponthieu y 
Gaucher count of St. P&ul, twenty-two other lords carrying 
banners, twelve hundred knights, and betwecen fix and 
feven thoufand gensd’ arms *. The emperor Otho, on’ the 
A.D. other fide, had with him the earl of Saltfhury T bafiard bro- 
» a, 4 ‘ ther to king John, Ferdinand count of Flanders, Rainald 
count of Bologne, Otho duke of Limhurgh,. William duke of 
Brabant, Henry duke of Lorrain, Philip count of Namur, 
feven or eight German princes, thirty bannerets, and an army 
fuperior in number to that of Philip. The two armies met 
near the village of Bouvincs, on the 27 th of July *. The 
emperor laboured to outftretch the French line, giving the 
command pf the right wing to the earl of Flanders, the left to 
the count of Bolcgne, and remained himfelf in the center, en- 
circled by his great lords. The army of France was’ diP 
pofed in order of battle by brother Guerin of the order of the 
knights hofpitallers, and bilhop eleft of Senlis ; and to the 
excellent difpofition he made cotemp*orary writers afcribe the 
fortune of the day. The king was in the center, the duke of 
Burgundy commanded the right, and. the count de St. Paul 
the left. The right was broke in the beginning of the 
action, but rallied and recovered their ground ; the left fuf- 
tuined the attack of the allies, without giving way ; but the 
heat of the battle was in the center, where the emperor was 
once taken, boy refcued - r Philip wounded in the throat 
dragged from his horfe, and ip the fame ipftant of time ex- 
pofed to the jnoft imminent danger of being cut to pieces*, 
taken, or trarfipled to death, if the brave men who were 
about him had not delivered him. This engagement 
from noon till about five o’ clock, when the allies were 
totally routed, chiefty through the misforthne of haVing the 
fun all the rime in their eyes, whereas the French had it on 
their backs. The counts of Flanders and Bologne, three 
other great counts, four German princes, and twenty-five 
bannerets, were taken prflbners. Philip returned to Paris 
which he entered in triumph, the two counts of Flanders and 
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Bohgne following in chains *. He afterwards advanced to- * 
wards Poitou, with an intent to crufh John and his adherents 
to pieces; blit upon the interpofition of the pof>e*$ legate, 
the fubmiffion of John by Randal earl of Chejler , and a prefent 
of iixty thoufand pounds fieri ing, he was prevailed upon to 
admit of a truce for five years ; for which he is exceedingly 
blamed by the modern French writers, who are amazed that 
he (hould lofe fo fair an opportunity of completing the re- 
union of all that John held in France . The chara&er of this 
prince confidered, who was one <Jf the beft ftatefmen, and 
one of the mod ambitious princes the French ever had is fnffici- 
ent to perfuade us, that he had his reafons for afting as he did, 
and a fufficient attention to certain fa&s that lie fcattered in 
the old writers will enable us to diftinguifh what thefe mo- 
tives were *. jfe was fenfible before the battle of Bovines , 
that it was his own power rather than any regard for the 
king of England , that had raifed fo powerful a confederacy ; 
he knew they had intelligence throughout his dominions, 
and even in his very camp; nay, he was fo fufpicious of fome 
about him, that, when he heard divine fervice before the 
aftion began, he caufed a crown of gold to be placed upon 
the altar, and told all the lords prefent, that, as they fought 
not for him but for the honour and independency of France , 
if they knew any one amongft themfeives more worthy to 
wear it, he was readyjto place the crown upon his head, and 
to fight under his command ; which generous proceeding 
extiuguifhed all difaffcftion on that important day : but, 
after his return to Paris , he came to know fo diftinttly how 
diflatisfied the bulk of the nobility were at the increafe of his 
power b , that he thought it an improper jundhire to aug- 
ment it, and chofe rather to amals money that might enable 
him to pay an army of his pwn, than to rifk his per Ton any 
longer in one, where the troops of th \ crown bore but a 
fmall proportion to thofe *of his vaffals, whole asmy it was 
in effett more than*his own. * • 

The war being thus ended, the king fuff?red his fon Lewis Lewis, 
to perform his vow, in marching with a body of troops againft£a> */- 
the Mfyeois, who by this time were almoft entirely reduced ; parent to 
fo th&t he ratfier infpired with jealoufy Simon de Mantfort , Philip, " 
who commanded the crofles, than did them any real fervice c . 

While he was thus employed, a new occafion offered for gra- 
tifying his own and his fathers ambition; the barons m* ofe 1 
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the crown England had taken up arms againft king John, and had de- 
o/Eng- clared him^s a tyrant fallen from his regal dignity; but fea 
land. he had a g 00( i army and fleet at his devotion, tSiey found it 
not fo eafy to reduce him to the flate ot a private man as they 
expc&ed, and therefore they judged it expedient to fet up 
another king ; with which view they invited prince Lewis , 
A.D. on the report, as they faid, of his virtues, to come and ac- 
12 15. cept of the crown d . The French hiftorians infill, or rather 
dream, of a legal right, derived from hitfwife, who was the 
grand-daughter of Henry the fecond ; forgetting that, -be- 
iides king John and his family, the princefs Eleanor , filler tq 
Arthur 9 and daughter to Geoffrey , duke of Bretagne , was 
living. But election was a fufficient right for this purpofe; 
and therefore Lewis , in the flower of his age, and full of 
heat, readily accepted the offer. H6w to frrnilh him with 
forces for this purpofe was a point not eafy to be folved, 
even by king Philip e . It was likely to revive the jealoufy of 
his nobility, it was a direCl breach of the truce, and it wa9 
a ftep that could not fail of provoking the pope. Philip % 
therefore, had recourfe to a very ftrange expedient ; he de- 
claimed having any thing to do with his fon, he forbid him 
to meddle with the affairs of England, but'fnrnifhed him at 
J2i6. the fame time with a good army and a numerous fleet. This- 
addrefs was altogether ineffectual ; for his nobility were not 
deceived, the truce was plainly viplated, and the pope 
threatened an interdifl. However, Lewis went to England \ 
landed in Kent, took Rochefter and other places, proceeded 
to London , and was received there as king ; but he com- 
mitted a great error in leaving Dover Cqftle behind hirp* 
which was very ill provided, and which king John imme- 
diately revi&ualled, augmented the garrifon, and repaired 
and enlarged the fortifications V His father Philip having 
admonifhed him of his error, Lewis befieged the place, but 
without eKett, as he did JVindfoHSHo wifh the fame want of 
fucccfs. While kis forces were thus employed, John marched 
through the kingdom with his army, and took a fevere re- 
venge of' his enemies, ravaging their lands, and demolilhing 
their callles, till furprifed by a ftidden death f. In thynean 
time the pope had excommunicated both Lewis and Philips 
and had commanded the bilhops of France to put the king- 
dom under an interdifl ; which, tho* they ref u fed tb do,- upoft 
the king’s declaring he tool^no part in this war, yet he wa$ 
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(o much afraid of affifting his fon, that Lewis was,con- 
ftrained to make a truce with the young king Henry the 
thhrd, that*he might have time to pafs over into France , in 
order to obtain fuccours, without which he faw it was im- 
poflible to fupport his daily declining party h . It may be re- 
marked, that at this time a minority proved of lingular ad- 
vantage to England . • 

The terror of the papal power was at this time fo great, But in the 
that king Philip refufed to fee his fqn, at leaft publicly, is 
while he remained in France , and* fo<*nany precautions were ^dged to 
ufed in furnilhimg him with fupplies, that he received no ca P ltu l clt ^ 
great benefit from this voyage; while in England the defec- andt0< ! uit 
tion became greater and greater, occafioned chiefiy by a re- 
port, that the vifeount of Mehin had declared upon his death- terms 
bed, that Lewis looked i:^on the barons as traitors, and re- 
folved, as foon as it was in his power, to rid himfelf of them 
at any rate *. At his return Lewis attacked Dover again 
with the fame ill fortune ; and tho’ his army afterwards re- 
duced the city of Lincoln , yet, while they were engaged in 
the fiege of the caftle, they were furprifed and defeated by 
the earl of Pembroke , who, in this aftion, took no lefs than 
fifty-two perfonS of diftinftion prifoners ; which fo much en- 
feebled the party of Lewis , that, in order to preferve the 
city of London , he was forced to (hut himfelf up therewith 
all his forces k . In this diftrefs he redoubled his applications 
to his father for relief, which Philip, not daring toaflift him 
in any other way, recommended to the care of his confort 
Blanch, who very fpeedily railed a body of troops under the 
command ‘of Robert de Court enai, and embarked them on 
board a ftrong fquadron commanded by Eujlace Lc Maine, 

But the Englijh fleet attacked them at the mouth of the river 
of Thames , and, having taken the admiral, caufed his head 
to be ftruck off, becaufe he had been foi^ierly in the Englijh 
fervice ; which fo intimidated the reft, that, eroding all the 
fail they could, they returned into'the French harbour 1 . This 
left Lewis no other means of faving himfelf than by a treaty, 
which he made in perfoti with the young King Henry , the 
legate, f and the earl of Pembroke : the terms were, xhzxJLewis 
and the lords with him Ihould take an oath to ftand to the 
judgment of the church ; to return quietly into France \ to 
ufe their endeavours to procure the reftitution of Normandy , 
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and the reft of the countries pofleffed by king Philip 5 and, 
\n cafe thqy ftiould not fu^ceed, to reftore them whenever 
Lewis became king m . On the other hand, the c barons were 
reftored to all their liberties and privileges, and the prifoners % 
taken in the battle of Lincoln , and at the route of the French 
flrset, were to be fet free. The legate, upon the execution 
of this treaty, abfolved prince Lewis ; who, thereupon re- 
turned to France , where he was again abfolved by the pope's 
legate with much ceremopy n . * 

Is fint At the expiration of the five years truce, which had been 

agair.fi concluded with king John, and which Philip affefted to 
the Albi- maintain, he fent his fon Lewis to befiege Rochelle , which he 
geois. reduced ; but, upon the coming over of the earls of Kent and 
A-D* Salijhury , the truce was again renewed for four years more, 
and the city of Rochelle reftored By this time, the cruelty 
of the erodes, under the command of Simon de Mon tfort, had 
fo wore out the patience of the people in the fouth of France , 

, that they had reftored the old count of Thonknfe, and Simon , 
befieging him in that city, was killed before it ; upon which 
pope Honorius the third earneftly follicited king Philip to fend 
Isew/s once more againft the Albigeois, and the monks were 
ordered to preach again the croifade P. ’'The king, after ■ 
much intreaty, confenied ; Lewis took the command of the 
army, but made no great progrefs, either through want of 
zeal in himfelf, or in viitue of fecret- inftruttions from his 
father; who at length, in tendernefs to his reputation, 
thought fit tp recall him <1. 

‘Phi death The P rinci P a ^ motive to the recalling prince Lewis was to 
of Philip h aV€ h’ ltn prefent at a great council of the nobility and pro- 
Auguitu:. lates, which was to be held at Paris, to confider of the 
offer made by Amauri de Montfort, the elded fon of Simon ; 
who, furmifing that Lewis had carried on the war againft the 
Albigeois fo coldl/becaufe the crown had no immediate tn- 
tereil in ft, propofed, oyt,of hS zeal againft the heretics 4 , 
to refign to the w £rown his rights to the duchy of Narbonne , 
the county ot K Thouloufe , and all the lands that had been fo* 
liberally heftowed upon his father by pope Innocent ^he third 
in the council of Lateran . The king alfo returning <jut of 
his new conqueft for the fame purpofc, fell ill of a fever at 
Mante, where he died, on the fourteenth of July , in the 
forty-fourth year of his reign, and the fifty-ninth of his age \ 
r 
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rales de Dunftaple. Q P. JLmil. A final. Francbritoi. 

? Rob. i>e Mont. Appendix ad Chron. Sigcb-Tti. 1 Nano, 

{ U .4. r WiL.BatT. Phil, Jib.xii. Gefta Ph. Augufti. 
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He is allowed to have been the greateft monarch that A.D. 
reigned in France from the time of Charlemagne , and that 
very defervldly, in whatever light he is confidlred. As a 
politician, he did more towards reftoring the authority of the 
crown than all his predeceflors* and indeed as much as could 
be expefted ; for at the time of his demife the balance be- 
tween the crown and its vaflals were deftroyed, and the great 
.check of the Englijb power removed. As a captain, he was 
the firft who introcfciced regular troops ip his own pay ; who 
reduced war to a fyftem ; encouraged the invention of mili- 
tary engines; and introduced a regular method of defending 
and befieging towns. As the patron of letters, he revived 
and augmented the privileges of the univerfity of Paris * • 
laid the foundations of the caftle of the Louvre; caufed moft 
of the great towns in his dominiops to be walled and paved ; 
and, in the latter end of his life, expended the immenfe trea- 
sure he had amafled in making great roads, building bridges, 
and in canftru&ing other edifices for public ufe ; which /hews 
that his laying up mopey did not arife from a fpirit of avarice, 
but from a view to public utility, otherwife he would never 
have parted with it, more efpecially in his old age. But that 
for which he is Inoft celebrated by the French hiflorians, is, 
the reuniting to the crown Normandy, Anjou ; Maine , 7 ou* 
raine, Poitou , Auvergne , Vermandois, Artois , Montargis , 

Guienne , &c. fo that he left the kingdom of France twice as 
large as he received it, and by this means made reunions 
twice as eafy to his fucceflors 1 ( G }. 

Lewis 

% 

% 

• Rigord in Prolog. Gulielm. Brit. Gefta Phil. Auguft. 

1 Du Tjllet, Dupleix. 

(G) This famous monarch hibiting th% ufe of fcarlet and 
was of a middle ftature, v^U rich furs during the^ime of the 
proportioned, had Aguiar fea- crotfade. His firft queen was 
tures; bat the misfortune to have Ifabel , daughilr of Baldwin the 
two fpecks on one of his eyes. Brave count of Ijainault , whom 
He yras and eafy in his he efpoufed the 28th of April 

manners, had the general good 11 So. Three years after, he 
0 f his fubjefls at heart, and, banilhed her to Senlis for hav- 
from a confcioufnefs of this, ing fpoke to him a little too 
afted fometimes a little bluntly warmly in hehalfof the cardinal 
towards the nobility and the of Rbeims. She died at Paris , 
peers. He loved decency in March 15th! 190, intheziftyear 
every thing, but was an enemy of her age, in child-bed of twins, 
to gaudinefs and ufelefs ex- leaving behind her only ono 
pence, as appears by his pro- fon Leyis, who fucceeded his 

► father. 



.$46 ntBflory */’Frehte. B.^IX. 

Lewis Lewis the eighth, fwrnamed tht Lion , was crowned with 
VIII. ah- his confort queen Blanch, on the eighth of Augufi, at Rheinu, 
Jolutely re - by the arenbifhop of that city, in the prefence u of the titular 
fufei to king of Jerufalem , and the principal nobility of the kingdom. 

execute Henry c f England, inftead of coming in perfon, or fending 
I/lou^ W to re P re ^ ent him at this folemnity, demanded by an etn- 
j ori ° n ~ baffy foon after, that the king, in purfuance of his treaty and 
oath, /hould reftore to him the dominions which his father 
had poffefled in France \ But the timeb were changed, and 

* Gefta Ludovici V 11 L P. JfLuih. Annales Francorum. 


father, ffe efpoufed at Ami- 
ens, Aug. 1 2th 1 1 9 3 Jfemburge , or 
lngelburge , filler to Canute the 
fixth, king of Denmark, whom 
he repudiated, and procured a 
•divorce, as we have ihewn in 
the text, under pretence of con- 
sanguinity. He had afterwards 
feme thoughts of efpoufing 
Joan queen dowager of Sicily, 
and in June 1196 married 
Agnes, the daughter of Bertold 
the fourth, duke of Merania , 
whom many hiftorians call 
Mary* She died at PoiJJi , in 
t20i, of grief, at his being ob- 
liged by the pope to take back 
his former queen. By her he 
had Philip Hurfpel , that is, the 
Rude , created by his father 
count of Clermont in Beauvoifis , 
but who, in right of his wife 
Matilda , or Maud, fccame co u nt 
of Dammar tin and Bologne , and 
gave great diilurbance te* the 
queen regent in* the minority of 
St. Lewis. He had alfo by the 
fame princefc a daughter Mary, 
promifed in marriage to Alex- 
ander prince of Scotland, after- 
wards to Arthur count of Bre- 
tagne, but married neither. In 
1 206 fhe efpoufed Philip count 
of Namur , and, after his de- 
ceafe, Henry duke of Brabant . 
Thefe children were legitimat. 
ed by the pope, an^ 


had fo good an opinion of his 
own birth, that he fecretly 
aimfed at the crown. But not- 
withftanding 2he king, to pre- 
vent an incerdid, took 'back 
queen lngelburge , and was feem- 
ingly reconciled, yet he very 
foon after fent her to Ef- 
tampes , where ihe remained 1 2 
years, and then, when it was 
leaft expend, he fent for her 4 
to Paris , lived with her the re- 
maining ten years of his life in 
reat tranquillity, and, befides 
er jdmture, left her, by will, 
ten thoufand livres, as a mark of 
his affettion. She died at Cor - 
beil , in 1236 , in the 60th year 
of her age, and was buried,jn 
the priory of St. John, at the 
place before -mentioned, of her 
own foundation ; but the king 
her hufband was interred at St. 

I) inis. It is neceftary to ob- 
ferve, thtt, tho' no notice is 
taken of it by mod hiftorians, 
yet he had certainly a baftard - 
Ion, whofe name was Peter Car- 
lot, to whom JVilliam la Breton 
dedicated his poem, ana, being 
his preceptor, he wrote alfo & 
poem in his honour, ftiled Car - 
letes. This young prince be- 
came afterwards treafurer of 
Tour* and bifhop of Nojon , 
where he died ia 1 249* 

« % 

Lewis 
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Lewis anfwered roundly, that he looked upon his title to the 
forfeited dominions, Which. his father united to tlje crown, as 
in(?onteftibl£ ; and that, with refpeft to his own treaty, he 
looked upon it to be void, becaufe he was informed the 
Englijb barons were not reftored to all their privileges, and 
that the French prifoners had been obliged to pay ranfon^ w . 

As it was pretty evident a war would enfue as foon^as the 
truce expired, the king renewed his treaty with the emperor 
Frederick , and foot# after made another with Hughes count 
de March, who had married the queen dowager of England \ 

Thefe precautions taken, Lewis refolved to profecute his fa- 
ther’s defign, which was the total expulfion of the Englijb : 
he raifed for this purpofe a numerous arifly, with which he 
befieged Niort : the place was defended by Savaride Mauleon, 
who had hitherto been the chief fupport of th t Englijb intereft 
in Poitou . He made a gallant defence, but was at length obliged 
to capitulate, and retire with his garrifon to Rochelle . Lewis 
next made himfelf matter of St. John dAngeli, and afterwards 
marched his vittorious army to befiege Rochelle . Savari , 
who had the reputation of being one of the greateft captains 
of that age, behaved in a manner fuitable to that chara&er, 
and follicited continually relief From England ', more efpeci- 
ally in money ; but, being deluded with fallacious promifes, 
and a quarrel arifing between the g&rrifon and the inhabit- 
ants, he was obliged »to capitulate, and_was permitted to 
embark himfelf and his garrifon for England ; where, look- 
ing upon himfelf as very ill treated, he returned into France, 
and entered into the fervice of king Lewis *. All that the 
Epglijb now poflefled was the city of Bourdeaux , and the 
country beyond the Garonne . To preferve this, Henry fent a 
ftout fquadron, with a confiderablc corps of troops on board. 


commanded by his brother Richard, whom he made a knight, 
and created earl of Cornwall and count o^ Poitou , upon this . 
occafion K This lyid an fcctraordpiary effeft, th£ nobility, ^ 
clergy, and people, naturally inclined to tjfc Englijb, were ** 
fo pleafed to have a prince of the royal blood jmongfl: them, 
that the^ enabled him to make fuch efforts as induced king 
Lewis 9 to make 4 truce for three years j for which he is, by 
fome writers, very much blamed 

The apparent motive of the king’s conduft was his being Enter* 
warmly prefled by a legate from the pope to take the crofs, into the 
and to march againft the Alhige%s, with which he at length croifade 


w Nang. Chron. Gefta Ludovici VIII. * P. AEmil. 
Annales Franco rum. i Mat. Paris, Annales de Dun- 
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complied. He accepted, upon this occafion, what his father ’ 
had refufed, that is, the ceiTion of the rights of Amauri it 
Montfort, *to whom he promifed the high poft of cbn- 
ftable of France , when it Ihould become vacant. While he 
was preparing for this expedition, a very extraordinary affair 
happened. There appeared in Flanders a man 'who Ailed 
Jifmfelf Baldwin emperor of Conftantinople , and confequently 
the natural fovereign of that country, and as fuch he was 
joyfully received by the people a . Theccountefs, who had 
governed from the time of her hulband Ferdinand? s imprifon- 
meat, finding it impoifiblc to refill, had recourfe to the pro- 
teftion of king Lewis ; who fummoned this emperor Baldwin 
to attend him at Peronne . The man came thither with great 
intrepidity, related the manner in which he had fallen into 
the hands of the Bulgarians , the great hard(hips he had en- 
dured in his captivity, and the way by which he made his 
efcape ; but when they queftioned him as to things that had 
palled before he left Flanders, he anfwered fullenly, that he 
would fay nothing before fuch a multitude. Upon this the 
king difmiffedhim, but with a fafe conduft, till he was out of 
his dominions. Upon this the people abandoned him, and, 
being feized by fome of the countefs’s adherents, fhe caufed 
him to be tortured to death as an impoftor, which did not 
hinder her fubjefts from reproaching her with her ambition 
and avarice, that had inftigated her to treat in this manner a 
perfon fhe knew to be her father b .*' After this, the king 
having affembled his army, and the cardinal legate having 
paved the way, by thundering out an excommunication againft 
the young count of Thouloufe (which the world in general, and 
many bilhops in particular, thought very unjuft), marched 
direftly t<? Lyons , and from thence, along the banks of the 
Rhone, tQ Avignon ; where the people would have fubmitted, 
but that they we^e afraid of being plundered. The king 
refufing p give them any affuraiv.e of the cqntrary, ’ they Ihut 
their gates, aqfl he imniediately inveftecl the place with ag 
army of fifty ftioufand men c . As the people were driven 
to defpair, they made a very long and very obftinate defence, 
till at length the king, who had with him the principal nobi- 
lity of France , forced them to. yield to a £apitulatioS ; but 
found his army fo much diminifhed, and in fo miferable a 
condition, that he was conftrained to defer the fiege of Thou - 
lou/e, which he had likewife meditated, to the next year ; 

a Chron. Belgic. P.^Emil. AnnaU Franc. Annales de Dun- 
ftaple. b CeftaLudovid VUI. * Anna), 

francorum, L ^ 

aad 
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and, retiring from thence into Auvergne, in his paflage froimt 
thence to Saris he was feized with a violent dfcftemper, of 
which he died in a week at Montpenfier , in the thirty-ninth 
year of his age, and fourth of his reign. Some writers fay, 
that his phyficians thought he might have recovered, if he 
woufd have taken a woman to his bed ; but that he chafe 
rather to die than to commit a mortal fin d . An Englijh hifto- 
rian, however, wly> had reafon to be well informed, and no 
reafon to conceal the truth, gives a very different account of 
his death. Fie affirms, that it happened before the place fur- 
rendered ; that the count of Champagne , who was amorous 
of queen Blanch , went to the king and told him, that, hav- 
ing ferved the full term of forty days, he would continue no 
longer at the fiege ; that thereupon Lewis threatened him, if 
he departed, he would lay his country wafte with fire and 
fword; to prevent which the count caufed him to be 
poifoned ; and that the cardinal legate concealed his death 
till the place was taken c . Thus much is certain, that the 
day on which he died is not certainly fixed ; but, from vari- 
ous circumftances, it appears to have been fome time in the 
beginning of November. He is thought to have forefeen the 
troubles that happened upon his death, by his requiring the 
oaths of the prelates and nobility that were about him, that 
they would place the crown upon his fon’s head ; and tho’ it 
is farther faid, that he took this promife under their hands and 
feals, yet they were not very forward to obferve it f , having 
long expedkd fuch an opportunity of fetting up what they 
efteemed their own rights again!! thofe of the crown. 

• Lewis the ninth, commonly called St. Lewis , was about Lewis 
, twelve years of age when his father died ; and fome of the IX. after- 
prelates, who were near the perfon of that monarch, having wards 
depofed, that he declared his confort tutc^efs and regent, 
queen dowager immediately took upon, her t^| title and t ,cw “* 
power, got together what forces fee was able, and refolved y'"* 
to carry her fon to Rheims , tho* the fee was then vacant, in u *£ r t j } / 
order to be crowned : others fpeak very differently of this tutelage 
princefo; for fome make her a miracle of beauty and piety ; of queen 
others aflert, feat fhe was rather agreeable than hanclfome/ Blanch, 
and that, if (he had her virtues, fee had her weaknefles 
alfo 8. That fhe was beloved by Thibaut count of Cham- 
pagne was the common rumour of that age, grounded upon 

• 

4 Chron. Nang. Ghuelm. de Podio. c Mat. Paris, 

Annates de Dunftaple. f Chron. Nanc. Gulielm. de 
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the fongsand poems written by him in her pralfe. In anfwer 
to the objef^on, that her lover was one of the fjfft who de- 
clared himfelf a malecontent, it is faid, that he did this from 
jealoufy, the queen being wholly directed by the advice of 
the cardinal legate, who was fufpe&ed to love the* queen, 
and who it was alfp fufpe&ed was not hated by her h . But 
it is very probable thefe are but calumnies, fince Blanch was 
at this time towards forty, and the count of Champagne little 
more than half as old ; fo.that his paflion'was to be regarded 
rather as vanity, with which the queen ought to have been 
offended, and fo at firfl it feems fhc was, fince (he gave ex- 
prefs directions for arrefting him, in cafe he had come to 
Rheims ; but afterwards her affairs taught her to make an- 
other ufe of his folly, which, as we fhall fee, her fon knew 
how to chaftife. In the mean time, perceifing the difaf- 
feftjon of the nobility, fhe caufed her fon to be crowned by 
the bifliop of Soijfons, tho* there we: e only three counts, the 
great officers of the crown, and a few prelates, _ prefent at 
that ceremony ; which was one of the wifeft fteps fhe could 
take 1 (H). 

The 

* Mat. Parts, Annales de Dtmftplae, Nichol. Trivet. 

1 Gefta Santti Ludovici IX. Francorum regis, deferipta per Gu- 
helm. Nangi aco. • 

(H) The coronation of he the queen had two able ftatef- 
young king was a point of fo men about her, who gave hef 
great importance, that, as we right advice ; the one was the 
have hinted in the text, the cardinal legate Bonaventure , 
king, on his death-bed, had who, proceeding on the genera! 
exacted the llrongeit aflurances maxims of policy, told her that 
from the chief lordfc who wqre the inauguration of her fon 
about him, that irlhould be could not be too fpeedily per- 
performedVithout delay ; but, fofrncd ; a*id flic other Guerin, 
when they founti^ this incon- bi (hop of Senlis, and chancellor 
fiftent with their mterefl, they of France, the fame who won 
judged that it gave them a right the battle o S Bouvines for Philip 
to perform their promife. The ^ugvflus, and who hSd raifed 
peers, it feems, thought that his poll of chancellor to fc the 
their pre fence was fo efTential, firfl civil employment in the 
as that this ceremony could not hate ; and he told her what was 
be performed without them ; requifite, according tojihe laws 
and from this perfuafion thuy of France. The late king L.w/7, 
hated their demands, which, in i2^f, had procured a deci- 
wjhen complied with, they w ere fion of the peers in favour of the 
* content to perform their func- grt^t officers of the crown, by 
twos lrtjphat folemnitj. But # which it wa$ decreed, that th«‘ 

chancellor* 
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The true ftate of the matter is, that the great ford^ peivTi* confix 
ceiving how much their power had been learned* and their deracy a- 
autfiority rerfrained, by the two laft Kings* thought this mi- K ain ft *ke 
nority, which was the third from the death of Hugh Capet , t ueen rem 
a favourable opportunity to recover both; and therefore they^f^ an< * 
made certain demands, which they infifted (hould be grant#* W r 
ed before they rendered homage to the new king. Th 
chiefs of this confederacy were, Philip, count of Bologne, comped 
the fon of Philip Hifgujlus, who wa t $ fufpetted to have a de- it. t 
fign upon the crown; Joanna , countefs of Flanders, who 
bore an irreconcilable hatred to the queen regent ; Peter dc 
Dreux , fecond fon to Robert count of Dreux , and grandfon 
of Robert , fourth fon to Lewis the Grofs , who, by the mar* 
riage of Conjlance , the daughter of the heirefs of Bretagne 
by Guy de Thovn, held that country with the title of count, 
and who was very defirous of rendering himfelf independent 
of the crown; Thibaut , count of Champagne, out of vanity 
and pique ; Raymond, count of Thouloufe, in hopes of re- 
covering aad fecuring his dominions ; Berenger, count of 
Provence, from the flrifl alliance he had long held with 
Raymond. The points upon which they infifted, were, that 
as the queen was d ftranger, (he ought to give them fome 
fecurity that (he would not violate the laws ; that (he (hould 
reftore the eftates of fuch as had been confifcated during the 
laft years reigns ; and that (lie (hould releafe fuch as were pri- 
foners, particularly Ferdinand, count of Flanders $ all which 

chancellor, the confhble, the born by the king’s uncle Philip, 
biller, and the chamberlain, count of Bologne , without pre- 
had time immemorial fat, judice to their refpe&ive claims; 
and of right ought to fit and and thus, as it will ever happen 
. vote with the peers. This gave in fuch cafes, the peers, who 
them great weight; himfelf as were abfent,jpot only loft their 
chancellor, Matthew de Mon ^ point, but with it, in .a great 
morency then conftable/ with the meafore, their principal prero- 
reft of the great officers* Peter de * native, for till ,fhi« time there 
Dreux, a few other noblemen and ' had. been feme ihqw of an elec- 
fome prelafes, reforted zoRheims, tiou preferved ; but hencefor- 
wh ere James de Bqfoehe, bifhop ward the coronation became a 
■of Soijjons, crowned the king mere ceremony, in which, tho’ 
on the firft of December. The the peers fometimes contended 
counteftes of Champagne and for precedency and their parti- 
Flanders were alfo prefent, and cular fun&ions, yef thefe corn- 
contended, on the part of their tciftions were about their own 
husbands, for the right o&car- rights, and thofe of the king 
lying the fword, which they were entirely out of the quef 
at length confented (hould he lion. } 

. flie 
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flte peremptorily refufed k . In order to fccure herfelf, and 
to make them fenfible of her refentment, (he marched im« 
mediately with an army againft , the coiint of Champa&nfi 
having with her the count de Bologne , who had not as yet 
declared for the malccontents. Some writers fay, that. (he 
compelled fhibaut to pay homage to the king, and to ac- 
knowledge his indifcretion ; but others fay, that (he only dig- 
nified to him that (he had a mind to fee him at court, and 
that thereupon he quitted his party, and went to throw 
hirrifelf at het feet. There is certainly the greater proba- 
bility of this from her conduit towards the reft; for having 
twice fummoned them to anfwer before the parliament, (he 
at length condefcCnded to treat with them all, and by a pro- 
per diftribution of favburs to them, and of money to their 
favourites, drew them gradually to fubmiffion. In one in- 
ftance (he (hewed great dexterity : .the countefs of Flan - 
ders , whom the populace reproached with the murder of her 
father, and who, by pretending (he could not raife his ran- 
fom, had left her hufbimd Ferdinand fo many years in prifon, 
was now inclined to get that marriage diflblved, with a view 
of marrying the count of Bretagne . To prevent this the 
queen fet count Ferdinand at liberty, upon fuch eafy terms, 
that he remained ever after attached to her fervice. It is 
alfo faid that (he prevented Henry IH. of England from 
coming to the affiftance of the ma'econrents, by attacking 
the weak fide of his minifter the great earl of Kent , who, 
with many heroic qualities, loved money too much, and for 
a large fuift fuffered the expedition to fail for want of a 
fleet m . Yet, when (he thought all quiet, (he found her- 
felf in the greateft danger. 

Is wived The old count of Bologne, who was taken at the battle of 
•when it Bouvines, had been all this time in prifon ; and finding he 
appeared was to remain inere, when the count of Flanders was dif- 
to be dijji- charged; delivered himfelf, in 'a fit of defpfcir, of life and 
pated, and chains together The king’s uncle, Philip, who had been 
more dan- re ^ ra * ne d by the ^ ear °f the queen's fetting his father-indaw 
gerous* m at liberty, now joined the malecontents. Their firft fcheme 
than ever. vvas *° ^ ze the perfon of the king in hi$ paflage ff om Or- 
leans to Paris ; but the queen, being informed of this by the 
count of Champagne, carried the king to a ftrong fortrefs up- ‘ 
Hun the road, and having given notice of his danger to the 
« 

Hiftoire et Chronique de Saint JLouis Roy de France, par 
; Sias de Joinville,* Senechal de Champagne* Annales 
rancor, m. 1 Mez. Chalons. m Nancius in 
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ifiil^ds with' ^fe"co u n t df Bretagne, they 
Bad, giy$>, all fbrjpft. : ^he couptfof 
Btftfurfte bi^Kd^tft oyteft jft^ffibaj-'aind' file Jyqg biavims 
nameat^e |la&' bf rendezvous pii- flijS frontiers},' ati .themale- 
jc&fteiift? ^iA.higfi^prdfellioqs of loyalty;' .pfoinifed to &• 
pair thither j aiid t^ey' ^id/6, but '■with Ip Denver a, force, 
Jjtlt thbbdiiqt might eafify have made, the king prifoner, 
tvhich ■ 


>vtivu mtjr it-axt .wuu iu a iui ccj mill uig 

counts? Bretagne, inftead of triumphing, was forced to fub- 
mit, and to ma£e the bed terms with the king and queen 
regent , that h& Could 0 . The queen alfo having, by the 
amftance offfhe ’cardinal legate, drawn an immehfe fubfidjr 
from the clerMf jn France, afllfted the army of the church io 
pJoWerfiiJIy^mat the count of Tlmtlonfe, beirig reduced td 
ektremity^ made a peaCeonthe hardeft forms, and confentei 
to give his^ (daughter to the kihg’s brother^/orc/o, and declare 
her foie heirefs of nil eftafos, by which they were afterwards 
aStie^ted'to tKe crowh. t . So that the maxims of the late reign 
ig thb|o^nl3f underffood, and with great fortitude pur- 

^ 1 ^^'^‘‘tiriie/the malecqnfonts. had drawn the count T&ey at* 


lormeu or.ir, oroxe^Dy a letrer lent rp rne counr,. wnen an 

things w$ifc prepared, for its celebration, which fo inceofed P a p®' 
that . they feat, for the (jocsen 1 of Cyprus. T t! lj 
tqthiVconBfrjr, arid oa h. p. behalf, entej-ed^ and 
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In the cburfc of her regency, the queen gave repeated 
Blanch'/ proofs of t her firmnefs and addrefs. She liiade ufe of the 
regency no ea il of Flandirs to curb the count of Bologne vPhen in afm$; 
prejudice at length, ihe totally detached him from the party of 
to the king t j^ nialecontents, by convincing him he was deceived by 
or king - |h em * and that, while they affetted to flatter him with hopes 

dom ' of the crown, they in reality defigned it for Enguerrand de 

Cwcy , a nobleman of great merit and parts, but weak enough 
to believe that they weje fincere in tllefe propofitions, and 
would be ftrong enough to effeft it, by which he was 
wretchedly deluded s . But Philips count of Bologne , wifely 
accepted a good penfion, and reconciled himfelf to his ne- 
phew and his mother. In ftiort, ftie applied the money (he 
received from the clergy fo prudently, that very often thofe 
who appeared to be the moll zealous amongd the malecoh- 
tents were but her fpies; and if there were any who refufed 
her money, (he gave it out pofitively that they had accepted 
it i fo that they were in continual difputes and jealoufies of 
each other, and, except the count of Brctagne % though they 
had the bed inclination in the world to rebellion, were ne- 
ver in a condition to attempt it As for that count he 
could do nothing without the king of England' s alflllance ; 
and the queen’s liberalities were fo acceptable to his mini- 
fters, that fometimes (he hindered him from fuccouring the 
count, and rendered his expeditions/ruitlefs when he did; fo 
that, after taking one of the count’s principal fortrefles, in 
a manner under the king’s eye, Ihe forced the former to fub- 
mit, and the latter to content to a truce for three years: 
and thus the troubles of her regency were ended, without 
the lead prejudice to the king’s authority or domain 
Yetexpofcs -After all this (lie was far from efcaping cenfure, and the 
that pi in * great pains Ihe took about the king’s education was made the 
tefi to fubjeft. Thof/to whom (he entruded it were chiefly clergy, 
great ten- who tetok more pains jo imprCfs on Ms mind fentiments of 
f nrf \ religion tharntaUtics, and who, though they, were attentive 

winch* enough a s tp nis exercifes, were very drift* in point of diver- 

the treated^ " The courtiers, who were by no means pleafed, gave 
rjoifb ton* out ver y different dories ;fome dejrforec^ the fate c ;of the 
tempt. kingdom, the monarch of which was like to have no other 
abilities than thdfe of a monk ; while others whifpered, that the 
young king could diltemble as wellas his Mother, ?tnd that, 
notwithdanding his mo^pft appearance, he had privately" 
his midrefles, with which the regent was not unacquainted, 
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bat that (he was willing he (hould indulge other palfio&s. 

While (he indulged her ambition w . The queen^ being in* 
formed of this, took it in a right light; and to prevent their 
rendering that a truth, which was at prelent a calumny, (he 
refolved to marry the young king, in his nineteenth year, to 
Margaret, the eldeft daughter of the count of Provence ; aqd 
executing that project without difficulty or delay, (he kept 
the young king, and his younger wife, fo much under her 
eye *, and in (uch awe, as furnUhed materials for frefh (lo- 
ries, which, though not altogether groundlefs, (he treated 
with contempt, and continued to take her meafures according 
to her own ienfe of things, and without giving herfelf much 
pain about what was thought of them by others: and, in- 
deed, coniidefing how happily (he conducted her admioiflra- 
lion in times of ftich danger and perplexity, we peed not wonder 
that many hiftorians have founded her praifes fo high, and 
tak^n fo much pains to apologize for her high fpirit, and 
(Irong inclination to power, fmce they were the inftruments 
of fo much good to the king her fon, . and contributed fo ap- 
parently to the welfare of the (late, and to the tranquility 
of his fubjefts y. 

THEcount de Bretagne remained dill in the fame mutinous The count 
difpofition, and was, at every turn, labouring to bring an de Bre- 
army of Englifb auxiliaries over to his afliftance. Lewis, by ta £ ne con ’ 
. his mother’s advice, refolved, once for all, to put an end to tinu “} ts 
this, by attacking him with a puiflant force; the queen, in 
the mean time, having drawn feveral of the lords in Bretagne 
from their attachment to the count, and having fuch an in- 
telligence in England \ as left her free from any apprehen- humbled. 
fions of a defcent from thence. When, therefore, the king 
approached the frontiers with an army, the count, who had 
dooe homage to the king of England for his territories, <j|e- 
fired leave to demand fuccour from, that monarch, which, 
if he did not receive, he pt^mifed to fubmit. This was in- 
dulged him ; and Henry refilling to come wnh a fleet and 
army to relieve Him, he returned, and preferred himfelf be- 
fore Lewis with a rope about his neck. The king, however, 
after fome hard words, and the impofition of very rigorous 
terms/’ difmifled^him, fufficiently humbled, and yet glad to n 
efcape even at that rate *. The king, becoming of the age 
pf twenty-one years, might, as the conllitution of France **34* 
then flood, have taken the reins <pf government into his own 
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hands; but queen Blanch was not weary of ruling; and 
Lewis had fo much deference for his mother, that, though 
(he laid allde the title of regent, (he exercifed # the fam^ au- 
thority as before. Thibaut , count of Champagne , being be- 
come, in right of his mother, king of Navarre , and having 
jjpund an immenfe ium in the treafury of that crown, began 
to furmife, that it was not a fale, but a mortgage he had 
made of the eftates which fome )ears before he had furren- 
dered to the crown. But the king, notwithftanding the in- 
terpofition of the pope, made him lo fenfible of the fuperior 
weight of his aims, that he was conftrainedto fubmit a . The 
manner in which theie potent vaflals of the crown had been 
from time to time mortified, and the fenfe they had of the 
impoflibility of giving the crown any remarkable difquiet at 
this junflure, induced them to follow the*example of the 
king of Navarre , who had taken the crofs, that they might 
go and difplay their courage and their power, at the fame 
time that they indulged their fpirit of independency in diftant 
climates. Accordingly the count de Bretagne , having re- 
figned his dominions 10 his fon Henry count of Bar , the duke 
of Burgundy , with Amauri de Mont forty conftable of France , 
and feveral other great lords, attended him b . About this 
time it is faid, that the prince of the Affajfuis fent two of 
his defperate attendants into France , with orders to kill the 
king; but being afterwards iplforiupd how mild and good 
a prince he was, fent a countermand, and thofe who brought 
it arrived before the AJfaffms . The*king, apprifed by them 
of his danger, inftituted, as his grandfather had done, a 
Hew guard, with maces, for the fecurity of his perfon. Ip a 
A. D. a little time the two aflaflms were dlfcovered and feized ; but 
1 2 38. t he king was fo far from doing them any hurt, that he caufed 
them to be kindlv treated, and fent thern back with a rich 
prefent for their mailer. But, perhaps, it was not the good 
charafte^of the king fojely that/brougty: about this event c . 
The Tartars b^gan like an inundation tofweep all Afia\ and 
the prince o£ the Ajfajfins, apd other MobcOnmedan powers, 
moft earncftly implored the afflltance of the Chriftians, to 

5 revent their common deftruftion by thefe^barbarW inva- 
ers d . 
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So long as the great lords remained abroad, the kingdom Afcw in* 
enjoyed a proper tranquility. Lewis, as fooa a%he became trigues, in 
of age, had fettled his brothers in the manner prefcribed by ^ } P gs °f , 
his father’s teftament, and admitted nothing that could^'^j* 
contribute to place them in a ftate of grandeur and fecurity/^?.? cn ‘ 
fuitable to their birth. This chagrined fome, and frightgdj^ 
others; and, therefore, upon the return of the count of Bre*J^ c l^ r * 9 
tagne, and other lords, from Syria, they began to cabal a -faced aZ* 
frefli, and to take alf the meafures t|jey could dcvife'for exciter con - 
ing'a new civil war c . At the head of this contrivance was fedcracy, 
the count de La March , who had married the queen dow- 
ager of England \ a princefs who could not bear the thoughts 
of doing homage to the children of queen Blanch , and who 
was bent, at all events, to recover for her fon Henry the 
territories his father had loft in France . The count of Thou* 
loufe was alfo of this fa&ion, and with much more reafon 
than any, fincehehad been very hardly treated. Henry III, 
of England, was the power chiefly depended upon; and, in- 
deed, but for that dependence, there could have been none of 
thefc difturbances in France f . 


It was his foible to form very great defigns, and to exc- Defeated 
cute them weakly. But he had the misfortune to differ h Lewis, 
with his parliament ; and, as they would give no fupplies, h t^hothfre- 
was compelled to raife money at high intereft : and this went bfatle* 
but a little way in a war where his allies were very hungry/ . aut ' J0 ~ 
and where, though they were to reap all the profit, they not * 
withftanding expefted him to be at moft of the expence iation ™ 
King Lewis, after trying all means to quiet the minds of the 
malecontents, at length affemblcd a great army, the beft part 
of which was compofed of troops in his own pay $ and hav* 
ing twice beaten the confederates, he conftrained the count 


of La March to 'make a feparate peace upon very hard terms, 
and concluded another truce with Henty, who finding him- 
fclf difappointed fey the greater part of the French loPds (who r 


upon refle&ion, jvere afraid to join with hirh},* began to have 
a diftafte for thefe kind of proceedings, and therefore went 
to Bourdquix, to get his fon Edward acknpwleged by the in- 
habitants of that^ity for his heir apparent b . The triumph- A.D, 
ing over this confederacy, which, if things had taken another 1 2 4 2 » 
turn, would have produced an univerfal infurreftion, was the • 


moft important^ if not the moft glorious, event in the reign 
of king Lewis , as it placed his authority on a level, at leaft 
with that of hts grandfa{jier Philip Auguflus K 
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The count of Tkouloufe was the laft who fubmitted; and 
tho’ the king readily pardoned his revolt, yet fee was very 
ftriX in the precautions he took, that he (hould not revolt 
again. His whole conduX was of the fame tenure; and the 
point he kept continually in view was, to put it out of the 
tiouin "r#-P° wer 8 reat ^ or( ^ s t0 difturb him with impunity. He 

Jardtfftba h ft d before made an ediX, with the confent of his parliament 
ptft. or council, that they Ihould not marrjr their daughters to 
foreigners without his permiflion ; the pretence was to pre- 
vent Grangers from inheriting lands In Franc e, to the preju- 
dice of natives, which was very plaufible and popular; butthe 
principal aim was to hinder their having any connexions, and 
of confequence obtaining any fupport, from other princes k . 
At this time he made another ediX, that fuch as held 
lands from him, and from the king of Englahd, fliould make 
their eleXion to which of the kings they would render 
homage, and thereby put an end to the old cuftom of be- # 
coming fubjeXs to both kings, and adhering, either as their 
humours or their interefts led them, to which they plepfed* 
This was confidered as a great hardfhip, fince, by making 
their option, thefe vaffals were fure to lofe their eftates either 
In one country or the other. To redrefs this, as far as it could 
be redrelTed, Lewis indemnified thofe, who adhered to him, 
out of the lands of thofe who chofe to do homage to the king 
of England l . Pope Innocent IV. bdng driven out of Italy , 
was aefirous of putting himfelf under the proteXion of 
France , which the king declined, as forefeeing many incon- 
veniences that would attend it, but permitted him to hold a 
Council at Lyons, which was not then united to the crpMfti, 
In which the emperor Frederick was excommunicated. The 
king foon after fell fick of a grievous diftemper, in which 
he remained for* i he fpace of twenty-four hours, fo totally 
infeniible that many believed hirj dead ; and upon his com- 
ing to hiftfelf, he immediately took the crofs from the hands 
of the bifhop Paris, making at the fame time a folemn 
vow, to go ii> perfpn with an army againft the infidels, which 
threw the nation into almoft as great perplexity as that from 
which they recovered on the firft news ofrhis being *>ut of 
danger m . The wifeft and ableft of his minifters. laboured 
all that was in their power to difluade him from this i j^folu- 
tion; but their efforts were to no purpofe, though ta rea- 
dily agreed to do nothing precipitately, but to take all the 
precautions poflible to prevent this expedition from belft^fo 
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prejudicial to his dominions as thofe of his predeceflors had 
been. . 

It appears from the common content of the hiftorians of Refihes 
thofe times, that the king judged it neceflary to have the con- to tnakt an 
fent of the nobility before he undertook this expedition ; and expedition 
as the obtaining this was no very eafy matter, confiderjjig lnt0 *** 
their general relu&ance, and the little hope there was of fuc- 
cefs abroad, or of tranquility at home, if he went unattended 
by themoft powerful of his vaflals, # he was obliged to.a£f with^*^ f/ 
the utmoft caution; and, from the addrefs he (hewed in the 
management of his affairs, we may very fafely pronounce, that 
never was fo imprudent a defign fo prudently conducted. 


He had an interview with the pope, in hopes of reconciling 
him to the emperor Frederick, but without effeft. Howe- 
ver, though humified of doing another’s bufinefs in this jour- 


ney, he executed his own, by procuring Beatrix, the youngeft* 
daughter of the count of Provence , to whom, in prejudice 


of his ! other daughters, and particularly the queen of France, 
her father had bequeathed his dominions for his brother 
Charles n . The fecrefy and art with which this bufinefs was 


managed, though fo many great princes, and particularly 
the king of Eitgland, married to another daughter of 
the count’s, employed all their fkill and intereft to prevent 
it, did him great credit. He was no lefs fuccefsful in levy- 
ing a tenth of their revenues upon his clergy, by the autho- 
rity of the pope; but when the pontiff would have extracted 
another fum for carrying on his war againft the emperor, 
Lewis interfered, which the clergy took fo kindly, that, tho* 

H firft they had murmured again ft the tax for the croifade, 
they now applauded it °. The many different methods he 
praftifed, and the earneftnefs he (hewed, in exhorting the 
nobility to follow his example, had by dearies a great effefl, 
more fcfpecially after he had prevailed upon the count of 
March , and thc^old count\>f Bretagne , the two ntoft turbu- 
lent men in France , to aflume the crofs p . lAis greateft dif- 
ficulty was about the king of England ; for havjng, according 
to the quftom of thofe times, upon all fnch oceafions, made 
open, proclamation, that if there was any perfon he had 
wronged he was ready to do them right, and to make re- 
ffitution to all who had a right to claim it $ Henry fent over , 
his brother earl Richard, who very boldly and plainly told 


the king, that he ought to reftgre to his brother Normandy 9 
and the reft .of the countries of which he been defpoiled. 
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A. D. in cafe he hoped for fuccefs againft the infidels The king 
1 2jf 7. had fo far regard to his application, thut he fubmitted this 
as a cafe or confcience to the bifiiops of Nondandy , anti, 

’ upon their declaring he was not bound to make reftitution, 
he declined it. Henry confented, neverihdefs, to’ the re-- 
neying the truce ; and the king, having declared the quecn- 
jnother regent in his abfeuce, difpofed every thing for his < 
departure r. 

The army The king carried with him in this expedition his queen, 
'winters in and. his two brothers Robert and Chat Us . At Lyons he re- 
Cyprus, ceivedi the benedidiou of the pope, and palling down the 
reimbarks Rhone, he* embarked at Aigucs Ma tes on the 23d of dug"Jl, 
/or Egypt, an( j^ E av mg fair winds and a fine paflage, landed his forces 
‘there** * on 2 Sth of September following in the ille of Cyprus \ 
without Tk ere it was refoived to winter, which it thought lie 
oppojition . wight conveniently do, as he had taken the precaution of 
caufing vaft magazines to be pievioufiy conllruded for the 
ufe of his army; but, notwithllanding this, they muft havo 
fuffered confiderably, if the emperor and the Venetians had 
not taken care to furniflx them with vaft fupplies. It wa$ 
refolved, during his ftay in this illand, that a defeent fiiould 
be made into Egypt , experience having fhew* that JcrufaUm 
• and the Holy Land, when conquered, could- never be kept, 
while Egypt remained in the hands of the infidels. Here alfp 
he received embaflfadors from Armenia, gnd from the Khan of 
the ^tartars ; the latter afinring him that he would find full 
employment for the Sol tan of Bagdat , and the former pro- 
miling to do the fame with refpeft to the Sol ran of Iconium 
In the fpring, having received a confiderable reinforcement* 
under the command of Robert , duke of Burgundy , he dif- 
pofed every thing for his fecond embarkation. It was, how- 
ever, about tlie middle offl^ay, before his fleet, which con- 
fifted of eighteen' hundred fail, parted from Cyprus ; but 
meeting with a Wmpeft in their paflitge, it is feid he had not 
a third, fomc affirm not a fc n th part of his forces, at the 
time of his kunjiqg. T his, however, produced no ill con- 
*- 49 - f e q U ence; for though the enemy had twenty thoufand meq 
\v6ll ported to hinder his debarkation, yet they were'ftijiclc 
with fuch a panic at the fight of. his troops leaping on Ihore, 
.that, after oqe difeharge of their arrow?, they retired in the - 
utmoft confufion, and, which was ftill more extraordinary, ' 
abandoned the city of Damief % a place rich, of great extern^ . 
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and extremely well fortified \ A piece of good fortune 
they did not expett. q 

The firfl 1 fuccefs feemed to promife great things, with Advances 
which, however, the following events did by no means cor- iowardi 
refpond. They took poflefiion of this place in the .beginning Cairo, is 
of the month of June, and 'the rifing of the waters of thpf urroun d- 
Nile rendering it impoflible to proceed to Cairo, they were €( t,bcateni 
obliged to flay feveral months where they were. Lewis con- j a * 
iidering the importance of Damie^a, preferved with great 7^ . 

care the magazines and military ftorcs that were found thcre-y^,. ^ * 
in, which diipleafed the bulk of his army exceedingly, who J t j 9B ^ 
afferted, that, according to the cuflom of the crofles, he ddt. 
had a right only to a third part of the plunder w . They 
flic-wed from this time but little regard for his orders; for, 
compolkLas th&y were of different nations, being many of 
them pmons of high quality, and all volunteers, difeipline 
could arife only from a fenfe of duty. Inftead therefore of 
providing for the next campaign, they thought of nothing 
but feafts, fhows, and debauchery, When the feafon for 
aftion returned, after rejefling an offer made them by the 
Soltan of reftoriug Jcrufalem , and all the places the Chri- 
ftians had once pcffeflcd, and refolving to liften to no propo- 
fitions whatever, they marched, as to a certain viftory, againft 
the infidels *. A canal of the Nile lay in their paffage; they 
were equally unprovided with boats or bridges ; this put them 
upon attempting to run a caufeway, with infinite labour, 
acrofs it, and with little fuccefs ; at length they found by 
chance a ford, which the count de Artois, the king’s bro- 
ther, palled with two thoufand horfe, but inftead of in- 
trenching on ihe other fide, after diflipating a corps of the 
enemy, he puflied on to Majfoura , and, finding the place 
open, began to plunder it. The infidels, perceiving that he’ 
was unfup ported, barricadoed themfelve? iji their houfes, ’ 
and from thcuce*hqpw wilft-fire, ftones, boiling wfcfer, and 
whatever elfe came to hand, upon the affailagts; the troops 
too, whom they had difperfed, rallied and inveijed the place, 
fo that, iurrounded by enemies on every fide, the daunt de * 

Artois^ and the beft part of his detachment, perifhed v. 

The reft of the Chriftian army, however, paffed the canal, 
and with great courage, though in great diforder, attacked 
^the enemy, and gained fome advantages, but were at length 
obliged to poft themfelves in a^ftrong camp, where they 
fuffered exceedingly from the fcarcity of provision, the feur* 
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A. D. vy, dyfentcry, und other difeafes, being clofely blocked up 

1250. by the fupjrior enemy.. The king might have made his 
efcape by lea, but he refufed it, and refolved to* ihare with 
his forces the danger of a retreat, which was undertaken 
when there was fcarce a poffibility of fucceeding. In their 
mjrch they were continually attacked by the infidels; and 
at length, on the 5th of April, being entirely broken, the 
king and his brother were taken prifoners, with the |>Qor 
remains of their army z . • 

Lewis The infidels made a moll infolent and barbarous ufe of 
bears tbh their viftory, they ufed their prifoners cruelly, they took 
misfortune every method poffible of (hewing their abhorrence and con* 
with great tempt of the Chrillian religion, they infulted the king per- 
fortitude, fonally, they threatened him with fetters, and even with 
no twit b- tortures; and it is very poffible they had proeeeded^iggrther, 
funding jf t j ie precaution he had taken of preferving the magazines 
‘ufaT * l//an< * military (lores in Damieta , repairing its fortifications, 
J * ' and leaving in it a llrong garrifon, for the fecurity of the 
queen and other ladies, had not put it out of the power of 
the infidels to carry that place by aflault \ When, there* 
fore, they faw the war was not at an end, and apprehended 
the ChrilVijans might fend another army into Egypt if they 
continued in pofleffion of this fortrefs, they began to alter 
their meafures. But to undevftand this matter clearly, we 
mull of neceffity obferve, that, during the progrefs of this 
war, great alterations had happened amongfi the Mamalukes , 
who were then in poffeffion of Egypt b . Their Soltan, at 
the time king Lewis landed and made himfelf mailer of Da- 
mieta , was Al Malec Al Sale hi, who died of a mortification 
in his thigh before the opening of the next campaign ; his 
fon and fucceffor being at a dillance, the army was com- 
manded by Phachro'ddin Othman ; but, before the lad en- 
gagement, the yoCng Soltan Al Malec Al Moaddhemi was 
come to the army, and hi|favourifes having obferved to him 
that he was a king only in name, and that the power was in 
the old Soltan^ Shajro'l Doirra, and a few of the emirs who 
Were in her confidence, they advifed hfm to treat* with the 
monarch of the Franks, that, by recovering^ Damieta^ and 
putting an end to the war, he might eltahlifli his own 
, power'. 
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Hfc, yielding to their perfuafions, entered into a negotio* Makes m 
tiqnwith \emis % and agreed, that he fliould fusrender Da* treaty 
mifta in confideration of his own liberty, and pay a million the 
of pieces of gold for the ranfom of the other prifoners, to **fidett* 
which terms it was added, that there ftiould be peace between 
the Chriftians and Mohammedans in Syria, as well as *in hts J ,ber 9 
Egypt % for ten years. This negotiation ended, and on the ** tf/ ^*~ 
point of being carried into execution, Shajro'l Dorra and ptyL 
the principal emirs *having intelligence of what was intended, 
engaged part of the army to revolt, and murdered the un- 
fortunate Al Make Al Moaddhemi under the very eyes of his 
royal prifoner, who, with thofe about him, was very near 
(haring the fame fate d . However, when things were a little 
fettled, thefe great lords, and P hares Aktai , whom they 
raifed to the rank of Soltan, ratified the treaty, which 'was 
performed with great punctuality ; for Lewis underftanding 
that they were deceived in the tale of the money, and had 
received a confiderable fum fhort, he was fo far from avail- 
ing himfelf of the fraud, that he caufed it immediately to be 
made good e , tho* in order to do it he was obliged to bor- 
row the money from the knights templars. This done, and 
Damieta being Evacuated by his troops, the king, with his 
queen and his two brothers, and about fix thoufand men, 
which was efteemed about a fixth part of the forces he 
brought into Egypt , embarked on board the gallies of the 
Cenoefe , and were fafely tranfported to the port of Aeon in 
Syria f ; all hopes of making any impreffion in Egypt being 
loft. 

• The wifeft perfons who were about the king difapproved Reflates 
his conduCf in going fi om Egypt into Syria, more especially the affairs 
when they found him bent upon remaining there, and ap- of Syria, 
plying himfelf with as much afliduity t^the affairs of that while hi* 
country, as if they had' really* been his own concerns; they vwn cen “ 
remonftrated ttthim freely, that Jiis own kingdom was the p™ tn 
proper fphere of aftion for his great virtue*;* arid that, while 
he was fo aCtive and diligent in compofing qifarrels, redr 
iag grievances, rebuilding fortrefles, and forming alliances, J 
in Syria, Frame fuffered feverely from his abfence, and the 
truce of England being on the point of determining, his fub- 
jefts would be expofed to the hazard of a war at home, * 
whilft he was exhaufting their force and wealth for the bene- 
' fit of others abroad %. To this the king oppofed hi s duty 

, * Anna!. Francorum. Grbgorii Abvl-Pharajii Hiitoria 
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as at Ghriftian monarth, the honour of performing fome- 
thing wor thy of his rank and dignity in fuch an r expedition; 
and the broken condition of the Chriftian principalities its 
thofe parts ; to which he added, that the prudence of the 
queen-mother’s conduft, and the courage of the barons, re* 
liftred him from all apprehenfions as to the interruption of 
domeftic quiet, or theconfequence of an invafion from Em* 
land. In this, however, he was a little too fanguine, for 
the news of his imprifonment had th^owd his hereditary do- 
minions into great confufion, and, together with other af- 
fliftions, had fo' wrought upon the health and fpirits of 
queen Blanch f that little of her former conduft appeared in 
her adminiftration b . She had fufFered an apoftate monk; 
who was afterwards fufpefted to aft as a fpy for the Soltan 
of Egypt , to preach a new kind of croifade for the deliver- 
ance of the king out of captivity, by which he aflembled 
near one hundred thoufand people of low rank, to whom he 
gave the appellation of (hepherds. It quickly appeared they 
might, with greater propriety, have been filled wolves ; for 
inftead of living as they did at firll by aims, as foon as they 
A. D. g rew ftrong enough to force them, they demanded contribu- 
1252. tions, which ended in a civil war, by which they were partly 
difperfed, and partly extirpated *. This, with the remorfe 
of having executed two perfons as fpreaders of falfe news, 
who firft reported the king was made prifoner in Egypt , 
affefted the queen regent to fuch a degree, that it broke her 
heart She tool:, a little before her death, the habit of a re- 
ligious ordefr, and was buried in a monaftsry of her own 
foundation, with all the demonftrations of profound forrow 
and fincere efteem, that the nobility, clergy, and people, 
could give. This melancholy event had a very untoward 
qffeft .on the affair/* of France , and obliged thofe, upon 
whom the ^dminiftration devolved, to fend the moft prefling 
remonftrances to the king * 0 return, witheu^further delay, 
into his dominionc, where his prefence was abfolutely necef- 
fary k . 

The king received the news of his mother's deat& with 
the moft fenfible regret : but his confort qveen Margaret 
was* very eafily confoled, for the old queen had kept her fo 
much undpr, that Ihe was not difpleafed to be free from her 
takes are- reftraint. Lewis , convinced by the reafons afligned in the 
Solution remonftrance before-mentioned, determined to return; bu$ 

t 
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he seemed this refolution with great deliberation. Heleftc/rtte*- 
ali the places the Chriftians ftift held in Syria jn a proper fagirta 
ftafe of defence ; he placed in them g&rrifons of his owh France, 
troops, and diftributed His money freely, by which he ac* 
quired very juftly the title of the father of the Chriftians *. 

Thefe precautions taken, he embarked at Aeon on the 24^h 
of April, with a fquadron of fourteen fail. He took the 
ifland of Cyprus in his route, and was in great danger upon - n 
thofe coafts j arrived in his own dominions about the mid- ' 
die of July , and made Ills entry info Paris the beginning of 
the moath of September . He ftill wore the crofs on his up- 
per gait ment, appeared grave or rather difconfolate, observed 
great regularity in his court; but affe&ed in*his drefs and 
manners rather the plainnefs of a private man than the 
ftate of a great prince m . Thibaut II. king of Navarre , and 
count of Champagne and Brie , having demanded his daugh- 
ter Ifabel in marriage, he readily confented to it, after fettling 
the difpute between him and the countefs of Bretagne . 

Henry III. of England , being at this time in Gafcony , was 
defirous of paying him a vifit, and was received with great 
pomp at Paris , where Beatrix , countefs dowager of Pro- 
vence, had the Angular felicity of embracing her four daugh- 
ters, the queens of France and England, and the counteffes 
of Anjou and Cornwall n . Henry entertained the king with 
great fplendour at the .femple, where he took up his lodg- 
ings, and where Lewis would have yielded him the plaqe of 
honour, if he had not abfolutely refufed it ; the king like- 
wife entertained him very fumptuoufly, and, when he would 
have retired in the evening, told him he was matter in his 
own houfe, and he was refolved to have him one night in 
his power He was fo well pleafed with Henry's franknefs 
and condefcenfion, that he could not help faying at fupper 9 
“ I would willingly reftore you 'Normandy^ and all your do- 
44 minions, but is a*thing ty which the tufclve peers 
44 and barons of my kingdom will never cotofent.” After 
a week’s flay, Henry fet out for Boulogne, and^Wj accom- 
panied 1 him the firft day’s journey. The truce was foon 
after Renewed between the two crowns p . 

The king laboured with inceflant diligence to correft Applies 
abufes, tp pacify difputes of every kind, and to promote hiytfelf 
peace throughout his kingdom ; and, in order to this, he ^Ithgreai 

<% 
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&Rgmn fomtthnes took very fingular methods. A9 for jnftancei 
* regulate when the countefs dowager of Provence , the queen's mo- 
dl things iher, and the count .of Anjou, his own brother, conferfted 
* H fi* to abide by his declfion, in refpeft to certain cattles which 
realm that clamed, he decreed that the count Ihould pur- 

in! 0 chafe them, and at the fame time gave him the money 9* 
'order in was no W* defirous of terminating whatever difputes 
bisahftnct. fobfifted with his neighbours. With this view he concluded 
a treaty with the king of Arragon , and mot long after with 
Henry III. of England \ fo whom he yeilded the Lintw$n> 
$>uerci, Perigord 9 and fome other places, in Confideratioa 
that himfelf and his fon prince Edward renounced, in the 


A. D. 
1263. 


fulleft manner, all their pretenfions to Normandy , Anjou % 
Maine \ Touraine , and Poitou . This compromife was equal- 
ly fatisfattory to the two kings, and difaggseable to both 
nations; the Engli/b thought their monarch had facrificed his 
pretenfions for a trifle, and the French looked upon that 
trifle as abfolutely thrown away r . His eldeft fon and heir, 
prince Lewis, dying, the king concluded a match for prince 
Philip , who was now become the eldeft, with the princefs 


of Arragon , who had been intended for his brother, and 
by this alliance fecured the peace of his dominions on that 


fide. 


Hisbro- K The reputation of this monarch for candour and juflice 
ther was fo great, that the barons of England, as well as Henry 
Charles lit. confented readily to make him the umpire of thofe dif- 
of Anjou, ferences which had produced a civil war. This fome of the 
declared French writers, not without caufe, reprefent as one of the 
TvvoSici* mo ^ 8^ or ^ ous tranfaftions of his reign. The king accepted 
lies fa the ^ ie re f crence > an d heard both, parties fairly and coolly : his 
tote. decifion was, that the proceedings of Oxford were fo inde- 
cent towards a crowned head, that they ought to.be con- 
fidered as null andffvoid ; but he decreed, at the fame time, 
that the king fhould ftri&ly obfeuve the jgreat charter, and' 
not violate, on v any prete c nce, the liberties and immunities 
granted to his fobjefts *. This determination, fair enough 
in itfelf, was conftrued by both parties in their pwn.feofe* 
Henry , and thofe who continued firm to him, highly ap- 
proved it, as reftoriug the king to his forme? ftate ana dig- 
nity; but Simon , earl of Leicefter , the fon of the famous 
count de Montfort, who had been general of the croiiade 
againft the Albigeois } affirmed this, decifion was.ia their 
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favour, fincc it confirmed the great charter, and obliged 
the king to perform its contents, which was ajl that was 
aimed at bf the proceedings in the aflembly at Oxford : and 
thus the good intentions of Lewis were fruftrated, and this 
difpute once more referred to the fword *. In the affair of 
the pope’s conferring the kingdom of the Two Sicilies uppn 
his brother the count of Jtyou, the king was rather paffive ; 
arid, indeed, it was fuch a kind of grant as a prince, of fo 
‘great probity as Ltfwis certainly w,ps, could hardly approve. 

The pope had before offered it the king for one of his own 
children, which he abfolutely refufed, and the pontiff there- 
upon bellowed it on prinCe Edmund , fon to the king of 
England ; but the fituation of things in that kingdom, put- 
ting it out of the young prince’s power to avail himfelf of 
this grant, ths pope, who knew Charles of Anjou to be a 
proper inArument of his refentment, as having a high degree 
of fierce or rather brutal carriage, transferred the title to 
him u . This title, fuch as it was, arofe thus : 

The popes, perpetual enemies to thehoufeof Suabia , had Charles 
deprived the emperor Frederick II. of thefe kingdoms .pffeswer 
Mainfroiy his bailard, had ufurped them from his nephew int0 I ta ty* 
Conradine , the foie heir of the houfe of Suabia, and paid . 

little regard to the pretenfions of the fee of Rome, not only 
declaiming all homage to the pope, but, in. refentment of ^dine°% 
the provocations received from him, had made incurfions in- which he 
to the papal territory. It was this that induced pope Ur- acquires 
ban to make a tender of the crown to the count of Anjou, the crown. 
and to ufe his utmoft endeavours to remove the many obfla- 
qles that lay in the way of this prince’s intended expedition? 
but before this could be done he died. His fucceffor, Clement 
IV. profecuted the fame plan ; and tho’ he found Charles in 
circumfiances very unequal to fo arduous an undertaking, 
and both the king and queen of France ^ry cold in promot- 
ing it, yet, by*ui,aflidu(ftis application, and the^praflice of 
all the arts for which Rome has been ever famous, and par- 
ticularly by proclaiming a croifade in favour of this new 
king of his creation, he put him at length in a condition to 
attage Mainfroj with a numerous force w . Charles feconded 
the views of the pope with all poffible vigour, defeated his 
competitor in the plains of Beneventum, where he was ilain > 
upon thefpot, quickly gained pofleffion of both the kingdoms 
which the pope had given him* and (hewed himfelf refolved . 
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to maintain them by the fame violent methods bytvhfch thfey 
had been acquired. The young Contadine, feeiryg the ufujrpfer 
Sain, endeavoured to vindicate his rights, and had quickly 
a Vcty formidable army, compofed partly of the friends fo 
his ramily, but chiefly of the enemies to the French . How- 
ever, the fortune and the experience of Charles prevailed ; 
Conradine was beat ii) a decifive engagement, taken prifoner, 
and by a ihameful aft of cruelty put to death, by the feh- 
tence of thofe who filled,, themfelves a court of jdftice. In 
this manner Charles fixed lilmfelf on the throne of the Two 
Sicilies, and gave rife to what the French ftile the firft houfe 
of Anjou , for reafons that, in the courfe of this hiftory, will 
appear \ 

j£- All this time Lewis was employed in fettling the affairs 

Lewis en- °f his kingdom and of his family, and was Squally attentive 
ten on a to the general fyftem of policy, by which his realm ought at 
new croi - all times to be governed, and the particular cafes and events 
fade, and that fell out in his own time. He framed a code of laws, 
dies before which bear the title of the eftablifhment of St, Lewis : he re- 
the aty of duced into order the policy of cities and great towns, which 
rums m wa$ g reat confufiori Y : he contrived, or caufed to be 
nca ‘ contrived, thofe rules and regulations, in Vefpeft to tradef- 
men and artificers, which have fubfifled ever fince : he mar- 
ried his children, and affigned them fuitable provifions for 
their fubfiftence, without prejudice lo the crown : he pur- 
chafed and united to his domain fev^ral lordlhips, the own- 
ers of which were the laft heirs of their refpeftive families z : 
he determined the claims that fome of the nobility had upon 
the crown; and it is very remarkable, that neither he cr 
they made any fcruple of his being judge in his own caufe ; 
and it is no wonder, for, if the matter was but doubtful, hfe 
decided againft hipfelf, as in the cafe of Matthew de Trie, 
who claimed the county of Dam-martin, as heir to Matilda , 
countefs o^' Boulogne, in which he conden&ntfd hinifelf to re* 
ftorc it, thonghait had been united to the crown : he com- 
promifed a ditpute between the kings of England and Na* 
varre, about the town pf Bayonne ; and, inftead ofsav.aiKh£ 
himfelf of the troubles, he wa$ con tuiuallyo interpofifcg his 
good offices with all his neighbours; and tho’ this proceeded, 

* in fome meafure, from his difpofition, yet he made it appeal 
to be good policy, according to his maxim, that a refuta- 
tion for probity and difint«reftedhHs created ah authority 
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that was not to be overthrown \ It is certain that, by this 
means, he maintained his dominions in peace, reformed the 
diforders of tfie ftate, and brought the affairs of the king- 
dom into very good order. All this was with a view to a 
new croifade, which, after his brother was fettled in Sicily , 
the king undertook; and his example was fo powerful, that** 
belides his three fons, and his nephew the count of Artois > 
moil of the great lords of his court embraced it. He em- 
barked again at Aiguls Mortes on the firft of July, and, by r 
the counfel of the king of Sicily , diredled his courfe for 
Africa , and landing on the coaft of Barbary , made him- A. D. 
felf mailer of Carthage , and prepared for the iiege of Tunis , 1 * * * * * * * * * * I2 7°- 

the king of which, who was a Mohammedan, had promifed him 
to become a Chriflian, but did not keep his word b . There 
the plague infe&ed his army, of which many perfons of 
diftinttion and multitudes of private men died, and at length 
the king himfelf, on the twenty-fifth of Auguji , in the fifty- 
fixth year of his age, and in the forty-fourth of his reign : 
he (pent the laft hours of his life in dilating inftru&ions to 
his ion Philip , which are excellent in their kind c (I)* 

The 

a Nancii Chronicon. * Du Chesne. c Nan- 

gius in vita Ludovici IX. 


( 1 ) The different qualities 

of Lewis IX. are fucli as were 

fcarce ever united in one prince, 
which is the reafon that authors, 
wh© have coniidered him in 
fingle, tho’ in different, points 

of light, have given him incon- 

iillenc, and even oppofue, cha- 

racters (1). He was, without 
doubt, very obedient and ful* 

luiffive to the queen ills mother, 
if cry familiar with his fervants, 

and withal very devout, fo as 

to fpend a^reat part of every 

day in 0 pub!ic os* in private 

rayers We find him from 

ence con fide red as a mild, 


gain have thought him, with 
equal juftice, a hero. His two 
foreign expeditions were cer- 
tainly founded upon maxims of 
policy, as well as piety, how- 
ever he might be miftaken. 
He (hewed equal prudence and 
firmnefs in fecuring Damhta\ 
his intrepiditybin battle was, to 
the full, as tonfpicuoas as his 
patience after l^s defeat. In 
fhort, his couragfe was of a very, 
peculiar kind, without any tinc- 
ture of fiercenefs, which (hewed 
itfelf on every great and mo- 
mentous occafion : in a word, he 
was ever at the command of 


harmlef$» fu perditions prince, his reafon, but was never fub- 
who .bad the obtaining the title feraieju to bis padions (3). His 
of Saint in view, which he ac- abilities, as a politician, are 
complilked [z). But otheVs a- apparent in his treaty with 

(\) G**it tf. St ip 1 o» Qcndrt, > Otalons* (J) J>u 
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Philip the Tite king of Sicily arrived with his fleet and army im- 
Hardy mediately after his brother’s deceafe, which changed the 
Succeeds, f ace q£ affah s, and laved the remains of the French troops. 

Philip 


James, king of drragon, on the 
marriage of his Ion Philip with 
the daughter of that prince, 
when he adj lifted at once^ in 
an amicable manner, the per- 
plexed claims of both crowns, 
which had erteated frequent 
wars between their predeccf- 
fors, and which, but for this 
treaty, muil have had the like 
efleft with refpeft to their fuc- 
ceftbrs. His probity was no 
Jefs remarkable in his behavi- 
our to Henry 1 1 1 . of England , 
to v7hom he restored much, and 
wouTd have reftored more, if 
his nobility had not reftrain- 
ed him (4). Thofe who treat 
him as a weak man, and a 
feeble prince, kftow not what 
they fay. It is true that his 
neighbours flood in no fear of 
his ambition, but it was becaufe 
they confided in his juftice; and 
on many occafions he gave law 
to them, not in right of his 
power, but of that authority 
which he had acquired by his 
equity, which he never violat- 
ed or betrayed, h>> the greateft 
or in the fmallelr inltence (5). 
His zcaffor religion, though it 
carried him imp two croifades, 
did not render him the dupe 
of priefts, or a Have to the 
popes; on the contrary, he 
co nft rained his clergy to dif- 
' charge their duties, and he fixed 
on a folid bafis the liberties of 
the Gallican church. He was 
Canonized by Boniface VkH. 
in the month o f duguji 1297, 
and Lewis XII l. prp r <ured the 


day, dedicated to his honour, 
to be declared a general feaft of 
the church (6). By his queen 
Margaret y daughter of .Raymond 
Berengcr, count of Provence, he 
had eleven children, fix fons 
and five daughters. Lewis , 

the eldeft, died at the age of 
fixtten, and was interred at St. 
Denis ; Philips who fucceed- 
ed his fathen in the throne ; 
John , who died a child 
John, furnamed T rijlan, born 
at Damieta , when his father 
was a prifoner amongft the 
infidels, efpoufed Violante of 
Burgundy , countefs of Never s+ 
died at die fiege of Tunis ; 
Peter , courfe of Alenfon , who e- 
fpoufed Joanna , countefs of 
Blois , who deceafed in 1 283 ; 
Robert, count de Clermont , who 
efpoufed Beatrix, heirefsoftbe 
houfe of Bourbon; his fon Lewis 
de Clermont was created duke 
of Bourbon by Charles the Fair , 
with this remarkable claufe in 
the preamble of his patent, “ I 
44 hope that the dependents of 
44 the new duke, will contribute 
44 by their valour to fupport the 
41 dignitv ^f the crown (7).” 
Of the daughters, the eldeft, 
Blanch, died at three years old ; 
IJabella , the fecond, efpoufed 
Thibaut, king of Navarre, and 
deceafed without children ; 
Blanch , born at Jaffa in Syria , 
became the wife of the royal 
infant Ferdinand de la Cerda # 
whofe children were excluded 
from the throne of Cafiile by 
thei? uncle Don Saneho % Mitr- 
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Philip , who was in the twenty -fixth year of his age, ini me- and brings 
diately aflumed the title and ffote of king, received the beck the 
homage of the monarchs of Sicily and Navarre , # for the fiefs remaitls 0/ 
they held in France , and, notwithftanding the ravages fHll t ^ e J lrm y 
made by the plagne, kept the Held againft the Moors , ancl t0 raXlc * # 
put fo good a face on things, that he received in Afric the 
furname of the Hardy , which, from his fubfequent condifft 
in Europe , he would hardly have attained d . However, in a 
little time he was confined to his bed by ficknefs; fo that 
the command devolved on Charlts and Thibaut , kings of 
Sicily and Navarre . They defeated the king of. Tunis in 
two or three engagements, and afterwards prepared to be- 
fiege the place in earnefl, though the king t>f Sicily had all 
along treated privately with the infidels ; and at length, 
with king Philips confent, concluded a treaty with them. 

The king’s motive to this was the prefling infiances made 
by the regents, Matthew abbot of St. Denis , and Simon de 
Clermont count of Nejle , for his return. By the treaty the 
two kings were to have a large Ann of money, under colour 
of paying the expenees of the war; the king of Sicily was 
to have five years tribute, and the monarch of Tunis was to 
pay him a double tribute for fifteen years to come : there 
was alfo a claufe that he fhould permit the Chriftian mifii- 
onaries to preach in his dominions, and fnch of his fubjefls 
as they fliould convert to be baptized; but this was purely 
to fave the honour of* the croifade, and without any great 
hopes of its being performed c . The kings then embarked 

d Annales Francorum. Mezeray. * Nic. Triv^ti 
Atinales. Hill. Angl. 

garet, who efpoufed John duke lifetime of her hufbnnd, yet 
of Brabant 1 Agnes , who was the king of England and lord of 
the confort of Robert II. duke Pons fubmirced a difpute to her 
of Burgundy, by^rhom, *a- deci^on ; fo did OtbP, ebunt of 
mongft other children, fhe had Burgundy, and Philip, count of 
Margaret, who efpoufed Lewis Savoy; a$ alfo*thc emperor Ro- 
Hutin , and was by him put to dolpb, and the fame count of 
death ; and Joan , who was the Savoy. She died at Paris , De- 
confoiC of Philip+de Valois (8). cember 20, 128$, at the age of 
Queen Margaret Was one of the feventy-fix, and was buried in 
molt beautiful, and, at the fame a convent of Cordeliers , which 
time, one of the moll virtuous fhe erefted, and in which ihe 
and prudent princefles of her Ured in retirement fifteen 
age; and though fhe had little years (9). 

(hare in the government, ?n the . 

v /; 
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their army and proceeded to Sicily, but they carried the 
diftemper with them, of which numbers died after theif ar- 
rival. Tift king, to confole his melancholy* refolved*. to 
make a tour through Italy, took Rome in his way, and, after 
viiiting rnoft of the remarkable places, entered his own ter- 
ritories; having repofed himfelf fometime at Lyons, hepro- 
A. D. fScuted his journey to Paris, where he was received with 
i Z71 . great acclamations of joy, notwithftanding the Snifter events 
of this laft and moft fatal of all the croifades ; for therein 
the king loft his father, his brother, the counter Nevers ; in 
Si ily his brother-in-law the king of Navarre , his own con- 
fort Ifabel of Arragon ; his lifter the queen of Navarre , im- 
mediately after her return to Marfcilles ; his uncle the count, 
and his aunt the countefs, of Pointers , in their paflage thro' 
ItayL 

Jh rmt'ds A ft fr the celebration of his father’s funeral at St. Denis , 

the count and the ceremony of his own coronation, at which the count 
de Foix to of Artois carried the fword of Charlemagne , the king vifited 
fun-ruder the fi on tiers on the fide of Flanders , and propofed afterwards 
at djere - taking pofleffion in perfon of the counties of Ptovence and 
tiou, and 'Tlmthufe , which were now united to the crown, without 
an - v Oughts of a military expedition*. This, however, he 
vj 'rfrd' n Wil5 co 11 11 rained to undertake againft one oJ his vaflals, which 
•who had wc fi“d ourfelves obliged to relate, not only as one of the 
vc „ moft remarkable aflions of his reign, but as it fervesto mark 
to ad his the conftitution of France at this time B. The law made by 
predec*f» St. Lewis, for preventing private wars, was ft riftly executed 
fo r *' within the royal domain; but the royal vaflals held it as a 
great prerogative to decide their difputes like fovereigns by 
' the fword. The count of Annagnac had taken fome ofFellce 

at the lord of Cafaubon , and, after the ufual prelude of defi- 
ances, came with a great number of his friends to infult him 
in his caftle; upedh this the lord of Cafaubon {allied out, beat 
the councof Annagnac , and killed his brother. The latter, 
highly irritated, and gftatly allied, funfeioned all his rela- 
tions, and amohgft the reft the count of Foix, to his afiift- 
ance: the lord of Cafaubon, feeing the party very unequal, 
demanded the royal protc&ion, fur rendered all his places 
into the king’s hands, yielded himfelf a ptfifofter, arid ftkb- 
t mitted to make any fatisfaftion that the law fhould award ; 
upon which the king affigned him the caftle of Sompui , on 
his own domain, for the refidejice of himfelf, his family, and 

DuChbsns. Nancius in geftis Philip ill. Annales 
Francoram. y^t^jjstt^hronkon. Gul. de Podio. 
P. Daniel. 
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friends, till the caufe could be heard h . The count de Foix , 
nqtwithftaq^ing this, tojk the caftle, and carritd away pri- 
foners all who were in it, except the lord of Cafavbon , who 
made his efcapc. Tor this contempt the king fummoned 
him thrice to appear, and on his flighting thofc citations 
marched with an army and inverted the caflle of Foix, which 
was looked upon as impregnable. In a fhorr time, however, 
the king reduced the count and his ganifon to extremities, 
who thereupon offered to capitulate. Philip would grant 
him no other terms than rendering this, the reft of his for- . n 
trefles, and himfelf, at diferetion, to which he was forced _ 
to fubmit. When he came with great humility to throw l2 '$' 
himfelf at the king’s feet, he ordered him to be put in 
irons, and fent prifoner to Paris, but treated the countefs 
and his family with great civility. After a year’s confine- 
ment he fent for him to court, admonilhed him to refpeft 
the laws, and to live peaceably with his neighbours; then 
difmifled him to his own houfe, and rertored him all his 
fortrefles; uhich feafonable adc of fevtrity faved him any 
trouble of this kind during the reft of his reign h 

1 he death of Henry, king of Navarre , gave Philip ail Marries 
opportunity of Aggrandizing his family, which he did not hiij'n t$ 
negleft. That prince left by his queen, the daughter of brirefs 
Robert, count of Artois, and the niece of St Lewis, an on- °J ^ a * 
ly daughter, whom Philip took under his protc&ion, wirh va, / e * 
intent to marry her to his eldeft fun Philip , bur, as they 
were related, a difpenfation was necefliu ) ; and this was vc- f jajra ^ r c jr 
hemently oppofed by the kings of Caflile and Arragon , at Hdwaid I. 
*he court of Rome, who represented to the pope, that Sicily, «/ E n g. 
being already in the hands of a Fremh prince it would be land, 
very unreafonable to put it in the jouer oi the King of 
France to add Navarre alfo his dominions, more efpecially 
as he pretended a claim the crown of CaJiVc k . On the 
other hand,Gr*gfty X. to whom M/'p had given the county 
of Venaiffin (of which the fee of Rome is ft’blT po(fefled), was 
very deiirous to gratify the king; but thar«he might keep 
fome mtafures with other princes, he granted the difpuifa- 
tionforhis fecoed foil Lewis, which, tho’wirh fome reluc fancy, 

Philip accepted, and fent the count of ,lrtois with a Fremh 
army into Navarre. After this provifiou for his younger* 
fon he thought fit to marry himfelf, and chofe for his con- 
fort one of the moft beautiful^rincefles of that age, Alary, 

• 
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the daughter of the duke of Brabant K He celebrated his 
marriage wftth great magnificence, and, to the«fatisfaftion 
which this gave him, he added another, which was receiving 
the homage of Edward, king of England, for the lands he 
held in France . This, however, was attended with a cir- 
cifmftance not altogether fo agreeable. Lewis , his father, 
had engaged in his treaty with Henry III. that if the coun- 
tiy of Agenois reverted to the crown, it fhould be yielded to 
him or his heirs ; and as by the death of the count of Poic - 
tiers it was i everted, Edward put in his claim. The country 
was in h fell of great importance, and more fo from its fixa- 
tion; but the cafe was clear, and Philip caufed the king to 
be put in poffeffiun of it m . An aft of juftice thatfecured 
him the fiicndlhip of a prince, who, in all refpedts, was the 
mod capable of giving him difturbance. 

Phimp, for which fome hiftorians reproach him, was a 
’ great lover of peace, and laboured all he could to preferve 
it ; yet he was not an unconcerned fpeftator of what he took 
to be an injuftice done to his nephews the infants de la Cerda , 
of which, having fpoken largely in the hiftory of Spain, it 
is unneceflary to dwell upon here n . On this account, 
while there was a kind of rupture between the kingdoms, of 
France and Cajlile , in confequencc of which an infurreftion 
appeared in Navarre, an unlucky event in France filled the 
king and his fubjefts with great perplexity; Lewis , his eldeft 
fon and heir apparent, died fuddenly, at the age of twelve 
years, with circumflances that created a fupicion of poifon °. 
One Peter de la Brojfe , who had been about the perfon of 
St. Lewis, but in no higher charafter than that of abarbeV, 
had engrofied the favour of Philip , who raifed him to the poft 
of high chamberlain, made him his firft and almoft foie 
mhiilbr, and fttfotfed him to fill all employments, ecclcfiafti- 
cal and civil, with his creatures and relations. This man, 
pci eciving tint. the king ‘had an extremt^Tendernefs for his 
young wire, toftk umbrage at it, and either raifed or en- 
couraged a rumour, that foe had procured his fon’s death. 
As tiiis in .lie Philip exceedingly uneafy, la Brojfe put it into 
his head to confult a certain nun who pretended to ftvela- 
tiono. The king fent the abbot of St . Denis, and the bifoop 
of Evrcux, who was the hi other of laBroffe's wife. This pre- 
late got firft to the nun and drew from her what he pleafed 
\ii confdfion, fo that when* the abbot came foe would fay 

* 
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nothing. The king, difappointed and difpleafcd at the 
bifhop's report, fent other perfons in whom he could confide 
to f the nun,* who then anfwered clearly that the 4dng ought 
to defpife what was told him to the prejudice of his contort, 
becaufe it was falfe p . This laid the foundation of la Brof- 
fe's ruin, who, being foon after charged with holding a 
private correfpondence with the king of Cafiile, and betray- 
ing his mailer’s fecrets, was font to piifon, and his family 
difgraced, to the no finall fatisfaftion of the nobility and the 
people. But, being afterwards condemned without an open 
trial, and the duke of Brabant her brother, and two or three 
other lords of her party, being eye witnefles of his execu- 
tion, the popular tide turned, and la Brc/Jh, who was before 
thought a criminal was now confidered as a viftim, to the 
refentment of jhe queen and her family, which gave the king 
great uneafinefs, and was the prelude to thofc unfortunate 
events that embittered the remaining part of his life, and led 
him from one misfortune to another through the refl of his 
reign, though it cannot be faid that he contributed, by any 
xi<ft of his own, to the bringing on of theft* diiallcrr, which, 
as they belong in a great meal ure to other parts of our hiflo- 
ry, and muft be, there treated more at large, we fhall men- 
tion but very fuccin&ly here. 

The feverity of the king of the Thvo Sicilies had not only The revolt 
rendered him, but hij family, odious, to a great pair of his o' the fub* 
fubjc&s; and the indolence and debauchery of the French 
troops had excited an irreconcikable avciiion to the .whole S . 
nation. At the lame time, the immcafurable ambition oi ^^* 
fharles, who was actually preparing to attack the emperor f mnus qj. 
Michael Palcologits, and was fufpc&ed to have an eye alfo c j|j ail 
to the German empire, railed a general diflafle againfl him Vcfrcrs. 
amongft all his neighbours r . Pope Nicholas III. was of this 
number, and had conceived worfe imp%diions of him than 
Tiny, which indjjced hint* if he is not flandercd b^ the trench 
hiflorians, to concur in, if not to Contrive, the fcheme tor his 
deftruftion, though this did not operate tilkimmediately after 
his deceafe. It began by the general inaflaefe of the French 
trogps*in Sicily , on the evening of Eajler- day, fo famous to 
all poflerity by the name of the Sicilian P r/jmrs Don A.D. 
Pedro , king of Arrngon y who had married the daughter of 128 *- 
Mainfroi , fupported the Sicilians , and openly claimed the* 
kingdom in her right. In this fituation Charles had no hopes 

but from France , where thc # nobility in general had a gieat 
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afleflion for him, and very readily offered to furnifli troop* 
for his fupport, to which the king confented. Pope Martin , 
who had fucceedcd Nicholas , was alfo entirely in, the intereft 
of Charles , who might probably have recovered his kingdom, 
if he had not been amufed by Don Pedro's challenging him 
to decide their difputes by a perfcnal combat at Bourdeau x f 
wkich Charles , who wanted not courage, but rather had too 
much, accepted ; and Don Pedro y as we have (hewn in its 
proper place, having very adroitly laved his honour and a- 
voided the combat, profecuted the war with all the advan- 
tage that this addrefs gave him k The pope, zealous for 
Charles , excommunicated the king of Arragon , and gave his 
dominions to which of his younger foils the king of France 
(hould be pleafed to name, who was to hold them as a valTal 
to the Roman fee «. Philip , flattered by this propofal, de- 
clared his fon Charles de Valois king of Arragon and Valentia 9 
and count of Barcelona\ and, at the lame time, furniflied 
his unde Charles with a fleet and forces for the recovery of 
his dominions, and put himfelf at the head of a numerous 
army, with an intent tp fet his fon, of the fame name, upon 
the throne of Arragon . Projects fplcndid mid fpecious, if 
they had been but practicable . 

Philip in- Charles had left his fon of the fame'name, and who, 
*vadcs Ca- from an accident that bcfel him, was furnamed Charles the 
talonia. La?ne, in Sicily y with Arid: orders to a ft on the dc fen five, 
takes Gi- and to rifle nothing till his arrival with the fuccours that he 
Tonne , and was embarking at Marfeilles : but the young prince, pro- 
d/es in Its yoked by the Arragonefe fleet, broke through bis father’s in- 
retreat at fl ru ftions, was defeated, and taken prifoner; which, tho’ the 
er P ! g“ k'mg his father at flrfl fupported with conftancy, yet the corf- 
pan„ ftraint he put upon his grief coft him dear, fincehe afterwards 
broke his heart *. The French army, under the command of 
king Philip , penetpp-ted into Catalonia , and laid liege to Gi- 
ronne , which made a gallant defence. Don Pedro being in 
the neighbourhood with a fmall army, an KT attacking a con- 
voy that was gtting to the French camp, received a mortal 
wound. Girohne being furrendered, and the king having 
put a good garrifon into it, he difmifled part of Ifis fleet, 
which cotJhftcd of three hundred fail, being (hips that hfrhad 
hired from feme of the Italian republicks. Doria , who, 

commanded the fleet of Arragon , who durft not attack the 

French fleet when whole, beat this detachment, and after- 

c 
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wards funk and deftrpyed the remainder y, which was not a 
cheater lofs in itfelf, than fatal in its confequence, fince 
Hairing the ^reateft part of the provifion, with# which the 
army (hould have been fupplied, on board, the troops were 
grievoufly diftrefled; and the king taking this reverfe of for- 
tune to heart felHick, and died at Perpignan , about the mid- 
dle- of the month of September , in the forty -fii ft year of his 
age, and in the fixteenth of his ieign extremely regret- 
ted by his army, and not lefs by his (ubjefts in general; 
for tho’ he loved money rather more than became a king, 
yet he was very tender in impofing taxes, and, when he did, 
levied them fo mildly, and with fuch equality, that the 
people never expreired any impatience (K). 

Philip 

y Zurita. •Fbrreras. Le Gendre. z Nangix 
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(K) Philip III. furnamed the 
flardy, was the fir ft who granted 
letters of nobility, which he 
did in favour of Ralph the Gold- 
Jmith , in' which he did no more 
than reftore the adcient confti- 
tution of the Franks ; who, be- 
ing all of one blood, weie e- 
fteemed equally noble, jond a- 
likt* capable of the higheft of- 
fices The notion of a particu- 
lar and diftindt noblefie arofe 
towards the clofe of the fecond 
race, when many of the officers 
of the crown had ufurped, and 
converted into an h reditary 
dignity, the offices and juiifdic- 
tions which they received from 
royal favour (i). >ln the reign 
of this prince a great charge 
was made with regard to the 
fucceifion to the domains of 
youneei*fons to the crown; for 
upo xr the decdlfe of Alonfo, 
count of Pcifiiers, his fucceflion 
was claimed by Charles, king 
of Sicily, as heir by defeent, 
and by Philip, king of France, 
as reverting to the crqwn, in 
whofe favour it was determined 

(0 GatJuin. J de Sorres, SfiPte* 
(3) Du niict. Le Gemlre, 


by the pa.Iiamcnt at the term 
of All- Saints, 1283, the record 
of which Hill remains (2). 
This prince, by his full wife 
Donna Ifubella , daughter to the 
king of Arragon , who died Ja- 
nuary 23, 1271, had four fons; 
Lewis, who aeceafed five years 
after his mother; Philip , who 
fucceeded his father Charles 
count of Valois ; Alenfon , who 
was the founder of the loyal 
honfe of Valois, and Robert , 
who died young (3). By Mary 
his fecond queen, the daughter 
of Henry, and the fitter of John x 
dukes of Brabant, he had one 
fon and two daughters; Lewis 
coujit d'Evrcux, the founder 
of the houfe o f>Navarre.; Mar- 
garet , who dpoufed, at Canter- 
bury, September io, 1299, -W- 
wardln king of England ; and 
Blanch, who fir ft married John 
de Namur, " count of Hainault % 
fon to Guy, earl of Flanders * 
and afterwards Rodolph , eldeft 
*fon of the emperor Albert of 
Avftria , in 1 300, and, with her 
only fon, poifoned about five' 

(%) Boulanui/litn. Mater ay. 
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Philip 1 c Philip IV. furnamed le Bel \ or the Fair , from the beauty 
j C0l i nt€liance and hrs majeftic prefence, was about 

. * and feventeen at the time of his acceflion, and was* crownea at 

u crown- R}j e { ms on t j ie g l j 1 G f j amlar y t together with his confort 
Joan, queen of Navarre in her own right, and by whom 
he became alfo poflelTed of the counties of Champagne and 
Erie a. He found things in a very perplexed ftate, his fi- 
nances exhaufted, his troops ruined, and the war (till open 
with Cqftile and Arragon. He was willing to have compofed 
A.D. his difjputes with the former monarch, and a conference was 
1286. fixed for that purpofe; but the Cajiilian declined, and it 
ended only in an interview between their minifters. Edward 
I. king of E?igland demanded the country of Xaintonge , as 
belonging to him by the treaty concluded between Lewis IX. 
and Henry III. Philip caufed that treaty to be examined, and 
finding the matter pcrfeftly clear, directed the country to be 
reftored ; and terminated alfo in an amicable manner fome 
other differences that had arifen between the two crowns, 
with which Edward was fo well pleafed, that he came to 


• P. ./Emil. Annales Francorum. Dupleix. 


years after (4). As for queen 
Mary of Brabant , who furvived 
Philip , (he was in great danger 
of fuffering death upon the 
poifoning of prince Lewis » of 
which (he was pofitively ac- 
cufed; but her brother procured 
her a flout champion, by whom 
theaccufer being worfted, was, 
purfuant to the notions of thofe 
times, hanged without mercy 

(5) . This princefj/vvas a great 
lover of poetry, and is faid to 
have written fome things*her- 
felf. She died* in the year 
1321, having out-lived her 
husband thirty-fix years, and 
was buried in the church of the 
Cordeliers, to whom fhe had 
been a bountiful benefa&refs 

(6) ; but her heart was dcpofic- 
ed in that of the Jacobins ; thofj 
convents, fays a modern hifto- 

f4) Du Tillet ubi fupra . Genealogie 
M dt rebut refits p'runcorttm, 
Chalons* P, Ucnauitt 


rian, dividing the relicks of this 
princefs after her deceafe, as 
while living they had (hared her 
favours. On this occafion it 
will be proper to remark, that 
as there was a neceflity for em- 
balming the corpfe of St. Lewis , 
which gave occafion to the in- 
terring his entrails in one place 
and his body in another, fo the 
clergy took this opportunity of 
eilablifhing this as a cuflom ; 
ant!* as thefe marks of efteem 
were nevefgiven without fome 
foundation for prayers on be- 
half of the deceafed, fubfequent 
monarchs were obliged to make 
two, one in fcvour of the con- 
vents where the heart was de- 
ofited, and the other on be- 
alf of that where the corpfe 
was interred (7). 
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make the king a vifit at Amiens, went with him to 
Parts, and tjiere did homage for the dominionsthe held in 
France ; after which the two kings parted as good friends as 
poflible b . Edward , after this interview, went to Bour- 
deaux, where he held a parliament, and where, with great 
ftate, he received the embaffadors of Cajjtile , Arragon , and 
Sicily, which ga vc Philip great pain, ns he was at war with 
all thefe crowns, and therefore fufpefted that fome negoci- 
ation to his prejudice was on the carpet. But in this he was 
abfolutely miftaken ; for Edward, who was a wife and ge- 
nerous prince, had nothing farther in view than to facilitate a 
general peace, and to procure the liberty of Charles the Lame , 
for whom he had a great affeftion c . fie at length con- 
cluded a treaty with the king of Arragon , and tho’ the terms 
were hard, Charles would gladly have accepted them ; but, 
upon laying it before pope Honorins for his approbation, he 
declared it null, and prelfcd king Philip to carry on the war 
againft the crown of Arragon, with an offer of taxing his cler- 
gy for the fupport of it. This pope dying, he was fucceeded 
by Nicholas the fourth, who had fomewhat more moderation; 
and king Edward, renewing his follicitations to the king of 
Arragon, prevailed upon him to fet Charles at liberty, upon 
giving hoftages for the performance of the terms ftipulated, 
and a ranfom of fifty thoufand livres, twenty thoufand'of 
which Edward agrecfl to pay d . Charles being at liberty, 
and perceiving fome hopes of retrieving his affairs, prefled 
king Philip to carry on the war in behalf of his brother Charles 
of Valois, inftcad of engaging him to perfuade that prince to 
Aiy afide the title of Arragon, to which he was bound both 
by the treaty and his oath. However, thefe military opera- 
tions not having anfwered his defire, the king of England in- 
filled on the performance of thofe articles, in refpett to 
which he was bound. QJmrles found it Ills intereft to prefs 
this point at the' iSourt of France ? and, perceiving it could 
be no other way obtained, gave his eldefhdaughter in mar- 
riage to Charles of Valois, and with her the counties of Anjou 
and Maine, in compcnfation for his claim upon Arragon ; a 
claUci no better founded than in a bull, granted by a pafBon- 
ate pope, for giving away the dominions of a prince who 
.would not fubmit to be governed by him e . The quarrel' 
with Cajlile had been fome time before adjuffed, at the ex- 
pence of the infants de la Ccrfot , whom king Philip, finding 
• 
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it inconfiftcnt with his intereft to fuftain, was content to 
abandon, fharles of Sicily alfo having quarreled wirhtthe 
qount of Artois , that prince returned with moft of the French 
troops that had ferved under him in Italy ; fo that peace on 
all Tides was now in fome meafure eftabliflied, to the great 
fa/isfaftion of king Philip, tho* things did not long remain in 
this ftate f . 

lit quar- The two kings Philip and Edward , who had hitherto 
reh with* lived on the belt terms imaginable, and whofe right corref- 
Edvvardl. pondence was of fo great confequence to their refpeftive 
0/'kng- ^ countries, were of a fudden involved in a war, as if it had 
land mid ^ accident, tho’ at the bottom, upon comparing the 
t t C l ^°™ ns > 11 appears, that the haughtinefs and ambition 
cfacrom- PM# was its real fource, through the unfortunate cir- 
viodation. cum fiances for him of having to do with 'the firmeft and 
ableft monarch of that age 8. The immediate caufe of this 
war was a quarrel between a Gafcon and a Norman failor ; 
the latter had attempted to fiab the former, who efcaping the 
blow, by his agility, the Norman fell upon his own weapon. 
The crew of their refpeftive fliips immediately took part in 
the quarrel, and fought it out at fea. Soon after a fleet of 
florman veflels engaged an Englijh fleet in the fame caufe, 
without the interpofmon of authority on either fide. At 
length, the Normans making prize of Englijh fliips, Edward 
commanded reprifals, and then the’ matter began to grow 
ferious. Philip fent ambafladors to London , who demanded 
fatisfaftion in very high and very coarfe terms. Edward gave 
.them good words, and promifed an anfwer by embafladors 
; of his own, who were fent back with them h . Thcfe enl- 
bafllidors acquainted king Philip , that, hoftilities having been 
reciprocally committed by the fubjefts of the two crowns, the 
difpute was to be,, confidered as between the Englijh and 
French nations ; which, however, Jidward was very defirous 
(hould be amicably determined. As a farther proof of this, 
be fent over his, brother prince Edmund to expoftulate the 
matter, with Philip ; to (hew him the impropriety of pretend- 
ing to fummon him as a vaflal to the parliament, bo abide 
the judgment of his peers ; and at the fams time to attune 
him, ?hat, as he had formerly had firift juftice done him by 
* the king in France , he fliould, on a proper complaint, render, 
the like juftice to the fubjefts of France in England . Phi ip, 
miftaking condefcenfion for fiibmiffion, perfifted in his own 
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way, fummoned Edward as a peer of France to his parlia- 
ment}; and, upon his refufal, declared all the eftates he pof- 
fefSrfim that kingdom forfeited for rhi* aft of •felohy. A 
proceeding which the French hiftorians acknowlege to have 
beentequally violent and unjuft, and which they likewife own 
Edward bore with extraordinary patience l * * * . 

The appearance of war being ftrong, both monarchs be- King 
gan to enter into alliances, and to make fuitable preparations; Philip, 
but the queen of France , and the queen mother, very de- ^ ro% a 
firous to prevent a rupture if poflible, fent for Edmund earl °f 
of Lancajter, Edward's b\ other, back to the French court, ’ 
and propofed to him, that, to fatisfy king Philip, the king 
of England fhould order fix fortreffes in Guienne to be de- 
livered up, and fhould permit him to name an officer to com- war d king 
mand in each of the great towns of that duchy, three only of Eng- 
excepted ; that upon this the fummons fhould be recalled, land, 
the judgment of parliament rcverfed, and, a fafe conduft 
being granted to king Edward , Philip and he fhould have an 
interview at Amiens, where all things might be finally ad- 
jufted ; and that in the mean time the places yielded for 
faving the king’s honour fhould again be yielded up k . This 
agreement, being reduced to writing, was tranfmitted to Ed- 
ward, who readify confented to it, and fent over to his bro- 
ther the neceffary orders for the general, who commanded in 
Guienne, and for the governors of all the ftrong places in 
that country. But eafl Edmund, before he made ufe of thefe 
orders, had the precaution to demand an explicit approba- 
tion of this agreement from the king’s own mouth ; who, in 
the prefence of the queen of Navarre his confort, and of her 
mother queen Blanch, the duke of Burgundy, Hugh Fere 
fon to the earl of Oxford, and John Lacey an ecclefiaftic, pro- 
mifed, that he would abide by the convention entered into 
by the queens ; upon which the earl of ^ancajler difpatched 
the orders he had reeled into Guienne , and John de St . 

John, Edward's general, believing all differences between 
the two kings at an eird, fold the ammunition and provifions 
out of his , magazines, and the governors eff the fortreffes, 
purfuaat to the orders they had received, opened their gates 
to the French / But, being once in poffeflion, Philip dis- 


avowed the treaty made by the queens, and fent the con- 
. foible of France, with an army, to fecure what he had thus’ 7 
ifely obtained It muft be owned, that this is related by 
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Englijb writers ; but by Englijb writers of that age, well in- 
formed, and fo confident in their accounts, that the^noderft 
writers of french hiftory very fairly admit their «teftfmofty* m ; 
and indeed a French writer of this age appears not to un- 
acquainted with the fa<ft, by the effort he makes to tufn the 
fraud upon king Edward', who, he fays, gave up the places 
v^ith a defign to recover them by conqueft, and to hold them 
afterwards in his own right, without homage to the crown 
of France n .* which fuggelUon is plainly drawn from Ed- 
ward's fubfequfent condudt, who, in refen tment of the ufage 
he had received, immediately declared war, and at the fame 
time acquainted king Philip , that he looked upon himfelf as 
releafcd, by this notorious breach of faith, from his former 
obligations ; that therefore he renounced his homage, and 
would acknowlegc himfelf no longer his vaflal for any thing 
he held in France * 

*The cbn- It is agreed by the hiftorians of both nations, that the war 
fequertces thus begun was carried on with great vigour on both fides. 
and i/Jhe John de St. John , who was fent back to his command, made 
tfthu himfelf m after of the important town of Bayonne , and of 
Concluded k vera * ot ^ ler places, while the French , who were not at all 
hy a truce. ma ^ e a g reat progrefs on their fide. The count dc Valois 
’ alfo entered Gafcony with a numerous army. At the fame 
time Matthew de Montmorency, and John de Har court, with 
a powerful fleet, attempted a defeent upon England , burned 
the town of Dover , and fome village^ on the coaft ; but the 
1 Englijb, in return, landed on the coaft of Normandy , and 
A. D. deftroyed Cherhurg , and the places adjacent p . The next 
1296. year, Edmund earl of Lancajler commanded for his brother 
in Guicnne , where he recovered feveral places, and would 
have done more if he had not been Prized with a dangerous 
diftemper, of which he died not long after at Bayonne . But 
what the king of England chiefly depended upon, was the 
alliance he had made with the emr'Jror Adolphus of NajJ'au, 
the counts of Bretagne ,? Holland , Bar, c1 Juliers, Guelders, 
and Flanders 9 . \ Philip, who had treated the emperor very 
rudely, was obliged to repair that fault by an embaify, which 
perhaps would have produced no great eftedf, if it had not 
been accompanied with a round fum of mbney, whieft th« 
prefling neceflities of that great prince obliged him to accept. 
At the fame time Philip fent as large a fum to Albert duke*- of 

* Le Gen dr e, P. Daniet.^oui, anvim.ifr s. "Nang. 
Chron. ® Du Chesnf, Nicoi.. Trjve’i 1 Anna-es, Polyd. 
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Auflria\ who (haring this money with the lefler Gerfnati 
prificjjg^wjjiich Adolph had refufed to do, they formed a de- 
fignfc) raiTe»him to the imperial throne ; in whi<!h they fuc- 
ceedld, the emperor Adolph being killed in the difpute. By 
the Arne powerful argument Philip wrought upon the reft of 
Edward's allies, the count of Flanders only excepted, againft 
whom he afted by force of arms, and had probably reduced 
him to great extremities, if king Edward had not come with 
a fleet and army to his relief r . Upon this Philip dexteroufly 
changed his conduft, and, by declaring for the commons in 
the feveral cities of Flanders , excited a revolt at Ghent , in 
which Edward was very near lofing his life ; and thereupon 
a negociation was fet on foot, and a truce concluded, through 
the int'erpofition of Charles king of Sicily , whofe grati- 
tude to Edward prompted him to aft as a mediator upon 
this occafion. This truce was at firft but for a few months ? 
but, for their mutual conveniency, the two kings afterwards 
extended it to two years, and, as it was made in order to pro- 
mote a peace, all points in difference between them were re- 
ferred to the mediation of the pope 8 . By letters patents, A. D. 
dated in the month of September this year, the king, to re- 1297. 
place the peerage of Champagne now in himfelf, erefted 
Bretagne into a dukedom and peerage, in favour of John 
de Dreux , a prince of his blood, who hadefpoufed Beatrix , 

After to king Edward ol England ; of which we take notice, 
becaufe it is the firft inftance of the kind in the French 
hiftory b 

One of the moft remarkable occurrences in his reign was Original 
the quarrel between king Philip and Boniface the eighth, oj the 
which began before this time, and which feemed to be ac- difputes 
commodated by the two kings accepting him for the um- ° e fy een 
pire of their differences. This pontif was certainly a man 
of parts, but even thefe were inferior tr t his pride ; he had g on jf^ e 
more learning thaji judgment, and, with muclj fpirit and yill. 
penetration, wanfed fagacity and fteadinefs. # He had indeed 
the appearance of both ; for his policy, at*the bottom, was 
but cunning, and the firmnefs, of which ht made a (hew, 
proceeded rather from the obftinacy of his temper than from 
a rational fortitude. The quality which particularly dif- 
ynguifhed him was afuperciiious haughtinefs, which led him 
ty/ imagine himfelf as much fuperior to other princes as they* 

;were to private men ; and thus was peculiarly offenfive to 
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Pbitip, frdffi the ftrong tinfture he had of the fame kind, of 
weaknefs himfelf a . The firft thing which gave*/*fr^^o 
Philip , was Ms forbidding the clergy in general tb granmny 
aids or fubfidies to princes, without leave firft obtained 4 om 
the holy fee, under pain of 1 excommunication. Philip* en- 
countered this by an edift, forbidding any of his clergy to 
•fetid any money abroad without his leave. The pope next 
attempted to force a croifade upon the lofs of Ptolmais , or 
Jeon, the kilt place which the Chriftians held in the eaft j 
to which Philip would not confent. But what was moft 
provoking, was the manner in which he interpofed between 
the two kings, direfling them, in the molt peremptory 
manner, to make peace, and to fubmit their difputes to the 
decilion of his tribunal. This was equally refented in 
France and England \ which, when the pope found, he gave 
fo foft a turn to the fwelling terms of his propofals, that the 
two kings, finding it for their interefts, confented that he 
fhonld aft as umpire; upon which, taking the truce for the 
bafis, the projeft he diftated was this ; that Gtttenne fhould 
be reftored to king Edward, and that he fhould do homage - 
as in times pnft ; that the places in difpute Ihould be fe- 
queftered in his hands ; that the fnips and effefts taken fhould, 
as far as poftiblc, be reftored, and fuch farther fatisfaftion made 
as the pope fliould hold reafonable ; that king Edward fliould 
marry the princefs Margaret , the king’s lifter ; and that his 
fon Edward fliould efpoufe Ifahel king Philip's daughter w . 
But, many things yet remaining unfettled, the trace was 
prolonged, and the quarrel between Boniface and Philip re- 
viving, excluded the pope from having any thing farther to do 
with their affairs ; and having, at length, accommodated all 
A.t). differences by a definitive treaty, Philip received the homage of 
1303. Edivard on the 20th of May, at Paris ; where they alfo con- 
cluded a defenfive alliance againft all fuch as fhould difturb, 
impeach, or trouble, the faid kings' in their franchifes, liber- 
ties, privileges, or cuftoms^ in their refpeftfve realms ; which 
was underftood tft be a league againft the pope *. 

Revival It is impoflible for ns to enter into the detail of there- 
of thtir vived quarrel between the king and the pope fc die hiftory of 
dijferen- which afttially makes a confiderable volume. It is fuffiexent 
us, and f or our purpofjp to fay, that Boniface was in general the qg- 
‘greflor: he had erefted the abbey of Farriers into a bilbo} *1 
1!C ^ w **h° ut confent or ^probation of the king, in fa- 
and ^cfe to vour °* Bernard Sayfeti , who was very obnoxious to him. 
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F theVther hand the king granted his protection to the fopport 
Cofnna^k^vhom the pope perfecuted with implacable their re- 
mflR, aifiUwho, for very plaufible reafons, nffufed to ac-^^ ,,w 
knowlegchim for pope Y . To inful t him farther, the pope P oelVtn * 
ifluej bull after bull, attuming to himfelf a fovereigin} over 
the king and his fubjects ; wrote him a letter, in which he 
told him he was a fool, if he made any doubt of this, or t>f 
his power to correct him, and call him to ail account He 
named this very bifliop of Pamiers his legate, who not only 
delivered arrogant me/Tages from Boniface to the king, but 
took the libei ry of fpeaking very difrefpc&fully to him and 
of him, and entered into intrigues of a treafonable nature; 
for which the king can fed him to be arretted, and font 
out of his dominions. Boniface, upon this, fummoned the 
ejergy and d odors of France to a (Tift at a council he ap- 
' pointed at Rome , to enquire into Philip's condud. The 
king encountered this by adembling the dates, and not only 
/drew from the clergy and nobility, but alfo from the mngi- 
ftrates and reprefentatives of cities, a dear acknowledgement of 
his own fovereignty, a difavowal of the pope’s authority, 
and an appeal to a general council, under a lutuie pope, le- 
gularly clcded, againft the violent and illegal proceedings of 
Boniface , whofe title was now drawn into difpute a . 

Thk pope notwithftanding proceeded to hold his council V ( ye 
at Rome, at which a confiderable number of the French clergy Boniface 
aflifted ; for which the fing feized their temporalities at home, fei^ed 
He had alfo recalled lus brother Charles of Vahis, who had been °y 
the pope’s general, and on whom, in right of his fecond * rcn . 
wife, the daughter of Ballwin emperor of Conftantinople, he ^^j?*** 
hSd bettowed that lofty title ; but who, in quitting Italy, 0 r c £. a ~ r j n 
had left numbers of thofe, who had ferved under him, very j' or faM. 
well affefted to the French nation b . Philip, therefore, doubt- u fage. 
ing what the confequence might be of th^fc difputes, in cafe 
they ttiould be longer proiraCted, and apprehending that Bo- 
niface would have tyourfe to the fevered eccjefiattical cen- 
fure, refolved to prevent him, and with this vfew lent William 
dc Nogaret and Sciarra Colonna into Tifcany * with a large 
fum of rtoney, giving out, that, fince other meafures had 
failed* he would try whether peace could not be purchafed. 

Thefe agents of hisraifed with great fecrecy a body of deter - 
foattfd men, and with them fuddenly invetted Anegnia , 

re the pope was born, and ^vhkh was now the place of 
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bis refldencet. The inhabitants, corrupted by money/ joityd 
with them, ,and feized on his perfon ; when Scia rt£>g& o|ly 
infulted but ftruck him, and, if Nogarst had nos 
would have killed him : but after fome days the popnlaFtide 
turned, and the inhabitants, having taken him out ofnheir 
hjnds, fent him under a good efcorte to Rome, where he 
died of a difeafe brought upon him by anxiety, and the ill 
u Cage he had met with. Such was the iffue of this famous 
quarrel, which, inflead of leflening the royal authority in 
France, or extending the papal power, eflablifiied the former, 
and effectually circumfcribed the latter d . This blow was 
ftruck very opportunely, for the pope had actually a bull by 
him, and which he intended to publiih the next day, for 
excommunicating the king, and for releafing his fubjeCts 
from their obedience '. 

The king, during the courfe of thefc events, was em- 
barked in the war of Flanders, which he had determined to 
unite to the crown, and therefore would never fnffer the 
count Guy de Dam pier to be included in the peace with Eng- 
land. The Flemings were at this time exceifively rich, their 
cities populous and well built, but at the fame time they were 
divided amongit themfelves, and there wjs a ftrong faftion 
in favour of France. Philip flattered thefe, and fent his bro- 
ther Charles of Valois to reduce their opponents. A divided 
people are incapable of making a \igorous defence. The 
count de Valois was a good officer, had a powerful army of 
well-difciplined troops, and good intelligence in moil of the 
places he was to attack. With thefe advantages he foon 
brought things to fuch a pafs, that the count found himfelf 
under the neceffity of recurring to the king’s mercy. Charles 
received the old man with humanit promifed that neither 
he nor his fons fliould be confined, and that if, within the 
fpace of a year, ne could not comp.omife matters with the 
king, they Ihould be at liberty io return home, and take 
whatever meafpres they thought propel. After this Charles 
entered Paris in triumph, and the queen, who mortally 
hated the count of Flanders, pleafed herfelf with looking 
upon him and his Ions as they paffed in the proceifion f . It 
had been Well if her refentment had flopped there ; but, in con- 
jutuftion with the count of Artois, flie engaged Philip to 
difavow the treaty which his brother had made, to fcnfy'tq 
count prifuncr to Compiegi and his two fons to different.? 
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capeaV The king and queen went afterwards into Flanders , 

Btl asVXauerors but as fovereigns, and as fuch they were re- 
a profufion of expence, and a joy that bor- 
dered upon madnefs, which was excited by the pains they „ 
toollto render themfelves popular, by remitting fome taxes, 
and’by flattering the magistrates where-ever they came. At 
their return, John deChatillon was appointed governor by tfie 
queen’s intereft, to whom he was nearly related g. He had 
courage and abilities, but he was proud and haughty ; the 
magiflrates made great court to him, and, in return, he 
fupported their authority, even when they made an ill ufe of 
it. This produced murmurs, and thele were followed with 
chaftifcments : the towns were mod of them open, he re- 
paired their fortifications, and in fcveral places built citadels, 
to bridle their inhabitants ; bur, what is very wonderful, he 
forgot garrifofls, which, indeed, were not in ufe in thofe 
days but in war. The people of Bruges , headed by a dyer, 
revolted ; Ghent and other places followed their example ; 
but the French fa&ion and the magiftrates were ftili fo power- 
ful, that they were foon calmed, and the dyer and his alfo- 
ciates banifhed h . 

There the difpute might have ended ; but Chat i Hon > who The new 
had now a body *of troops about him, entered Bruges in tri- war be - 
umph, and propofed, when lie had pofted them properly, to comes very 
have employed the contents of a couple of hogfheads filled/*™^* 
with ropes, in (lifting Vhai he called rebellion. The people, an * 
having notice of this, took their mcafures with fuch fecrecy, 
that, recalling the dyer, they furprifed the governor, and ™y coun t 
killed fifteen hundred out of feventeen hundred French j Artois 
iiorfe, which he had bdbught to be fpcflators of the execu- beaten. 
tion he intended. He hJhfelf hardly efcaped, by fwimming the 
town ditch in the nigrf. Three fons of the count, who had 
retired to Namur , wbfch belonged to tl|pir mother, quickly 
returned, and put thfntfelves at the head of the people, and 
gradually recover A the beft part of the country *. Philip 
found hinifelf m\Jm embarrafled, but, hating raifed a nu- 
merous army, fent it under the command 6 f the count of 
jfrtois 40 chaftife the Flemings . The young princes were 
then 'befieging aGourtray, and their army con filled of near 
fixty thoufand men, but they were new raifed, and very ill 
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the conftable de Nejle, refolved to attack them in, jo*irfci- 
trenchments, tho’ the ftrength of his army conf^h^in ly- 
Valry ; the «confequence was a total defeat, ia*%hicll^t!ie 
count and the conftable both fell, with about twenty tjtfou- 
fand men k . This fo irritated Philip , that, to raife afaicw 
army, he diminifhed his coin a third part, that is, he 
obliged his fubje&s to take a groat for fix pence ; and, hav- 
ing afTemblcd the whole force of France , threatened- the 
Flemings with extirpation. The young princes provided the 
beft they could for their defence; but Edward king of Eng- 
land, who faw his old allies fuffer with infinite concern, told 
his queen, as a great fecret, that the pope had fome par- 
tizans in the French army, who would take their opportunity 
to deliver the king to the Flemings . She, as he expefted, gave 
notice of it to her brother, and Philip , under pietence that 
the fcafon was too far advanced, retired without doing any 
thing. It may not be amifs to obferve, that thefe two mon- 
archs, Philip and Edward, underftood each other's maxims 
perfectly well ; for as the latter had abandoned the Flemings , 
the former had left the Scots out of the treaty, fo that they 
provided for their own interefts, and gratified each other's 
refentments, at the ex pence of their allies l . 
jEtof It was fome confolation to Philip, that the fleet which 

Philip en- he furniflied to his ally the count of Hainault, who was alfo 
ters Flan- at war with the Flemings, gained a great naval viftory ; but 
ders with the reader mull not imagine from hcifce, that, at this junc- 
the whole turCj t h e French were powerful by fea, for this fleet was 
force of his C0m p 0 f e( j chiefly of the Gcnoefe gallies, and their admiral 
q turnons. was R a { na i c i gc Grimaldi , who took Gay, foil to the count of 
Flanders, prifoner, and fent him to [Paris. Philip, finding 
the war expenfive, tedious, and hanrdons, confcnted to a 
kind of truce, and, releaiing the ol Amount of Flanders, fent 
him to try what hy'ould do with his ‘ubje<fts ; but upon an 
exprefs copdition, that, if he coni' 4 . f ot bring them to the 
king's terms, he fhould return; which did, and died foon 
after at Com pi eg Ke at the age of four fee ve m . The king, 
having by this time recruited his army, marched with his 
brothers the counts of Valois and Evreitx , the flower of the 
French nobility, and the whole force of the kingdom, againft 
the Flemings, who had ftill three foils of their count at their 
1 head. Philip , who had ferved long in Sicily , having broui&t 
with him a fmall corps of Italians , was intrufted with 
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clJbf^^band, whom his brethren and the Mjjiole nation 
wnmglyTTDeyed n . He a<fted as long as it was poflible on 
the leknihe, but Philip at length penetrated into Flanders , 
eagel to decide this long difpute by a decifive attion, and 
came up with the Flemijh army at Mins en Puelie °. # 

The young prince Philip , knowing the French force con- Gains a 
jfifted in cavalry, that he had none to oppofe them, and that^*/ 
they had the advantage of ground, fortified his camp with his tory, hut 
carriages, determined to defend it to the laft extremity. The thinks it 
French advancing on all Tides to infult them, the Flemings prudent, 
i/fiicd one ; but were repul fed with great lofs. After they 
retired to their camp, it was debated, whether they 
retreat in the night ; but the people in general prefled their 
officers to attack, in their turn, the French camp; which te 
they refolved and executed immediately, with fuch fpirit, 
that they penetrated, in a quarter of an hour, to the king’s 
tent, \v hue they found the tables covered for fupper. Philip 
bad but juft time toefcape, and, having happily found a horfe, 
rallied fume of his troops, and attacked the enemy. The 
great eft past of the French army, who fled at the beginning, 
hearing of the kiiyj’s danger, and being encouraged by the 
great loids, returned to the charge, and, after an obllinate 
difpute, drove out the Flemings with prodigious (laughter 
After this the king inverted Lifle, into which Philip of Flan- 
ders had thrown himfclT with what troops he could collctt, 
and here the king expe&ed the war would have ended, the 
place having capitulated, in cafe it was not relieved by the firft 
of October ; but, when itavas leart expe&ed, John de Namur 
appeared with an army of fixty thoufand men, undiicipHncd 
indeed, but daring and fefperate ; fo that the king, by the 
advice of the duke of Braf^nt, and other great lords, confented 
to ftt Robe 1 1 cle Bethumci lie eldert fon of th^fcount of Flanders , 
at liberty, to leceive b* ’^mage for the county, to lecept of 
eight hundred thotffapei livres for tffe expenos of the war, 
and to have certain places delivered into his hajjds by way of 
fecurity, till this fum fhould be paid < 3. At his return to 
Paris thcPking granted a rent of one hundred livres to the 
churcfl~of Notre Dame , and placed there an equertrian 
flatue, which many, however, have aflerted to belong to -q 
de Valois ; but it appears from the breviary of Paris, ,,* 0 ^ 
it referred to this battle, wli^pli was fought on the 18 th 
' r Augujt r . ^ 
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Benedict We mud now rcfnme the tranfaftions betwcerA&jifrmfei- 
Xf. ab- arch and the fee of Rome , which were interruptlcT^in epaer 
f in) f to give a more diftinft account of the war of Flamers . 

After the death of Boniface, the cardinals fpeedily elKted 
rmhp, Nicholas Boccacini , who aflumed thereupon the name of 
i Tfuccetd ^' n€( iift t ^ ie Seventh s . He was a mild and good man, and, 
edby the being defirous to ufe his power for the promoting of peace, 
archbijhop revoked the excommunication which his predeceffor had ful- 
ofB our- minated again ft Philip, and emitted fix new bulls, by which, 
de.uu-, in a great meafure, all things were put again into their for- 
f iled le- mer Rate. He alio pardoned the Coionna's , and (hewed a 
meju I . jliong difpofition to reform that corruption, which had 
fpread itfelf generally thiough the dominions of the church c . 
Thefc proceedings, while they gained him the approbation 
of all virtuous and worthy men, excised the hatred of fuch as 
were of a diffeient difpofition ; (o that, before he had ac- 
compli I hed much, he was removed by poifon In the con- 
clave after his death, which fubfifled fcveial months, the 
Italian and the French factions were fo nicely balanced, that 
there could have been no election, if the former had not pro- 
pofed to name three eminent perfons amonglt the clergy on 
the other fide of the mountains, out of which they might 
name one who was to be unanimoufly proclaimed pope. 
This expedient being accepted, thgy named three arch- 
bifhops, ail partizuns of Boniface the eighth, and amongft 
thefc was Bert rani de Got, arch hi (hop of Bourclcaux * . King 
Philip , being informed of this, and happening to receive the 
news when he was in Poitou , fen L to defile the archbiflic^p 
would meet him, as if it was by chance, in a wood. There 
the king told him, he would certain b make him pope, if he 
would promife him an abfolute parjlSn for all that had been 
done againft Botiface, an authentic* condemnation of the 
condufi tnd memory of that poni/Vhe reftitution of the 
honours and eftates of the Coionna's, tK tenths of the clergy 
of France for five years, and another reqifcft which he would 
make to him at a proper time. Bertrand \ without hefita- 
tion, accepted the king’s propofition ; and, bein£ .^pani- 
moufly clewed pope, took the name of Clement the fifth x . 

This pope x HE new pontif, to the great regret of the Italian cardi- 
u cron ned na ] Sj re folvcd to be crowned at Lyons ; which was perforTO& ,<l 
at Lyons, accorc ii n gly y with great ceremony, on the 14th of Novenw ^^ ' 
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J 'ng from tlje church to his palace, the pope was on andre- 
^with his triple crown on his head, gnd the king moves the 
ofVn/«a% # his brothers, the counts de Valois and Evreux, P a P&l re fi~ 
. — duke of Bretagne , led the heart by turns. This dencefrom 
^ceffioii, however, would not have claimed a place in our ^°! T ' e * 9 
iftory, but for the accident which attended it ; for a great AV /fx) 
number of fpe&ators having taken port upon an old waif, it 
fell down at once, by which the pope had his tiara beat of!', 
the king and the count de Valois were wounded, the duke de 
Bretagne , the pope’s brother, and feveral other perfons of 
diftin&ion, were bruifed to death y . Such was the intro- 
duction of the papal court into France ; for this pontif and'fe- 
veral of his fucceifors, leaving Rome, fixed their feat at Avig- 
non. Clement performed his promifes tolerably well ; he re- 
voked, or fofitened, all the bulls that Boniface had iflfued ; he 
granted the king the tenths of the clergy, for the term re- 
quired ; lie created feveral cardinals at his requeft ; but for 
fligmitizing the memory of Boniface he took time, under 
pretence of examining witnefles : but, at length, it ended in 
a j unification of his prcdeccflor, in which the king acquiefced, 
as finding it unavoidable*. The king found it necefTary to 
fend his Ion Lnuis into Navarre , where he took the title of 
king, as heir of his mother. He had the fatisfaftion alfo of 
feeing the marriage completed between his daughter lfabcl 
and Edward the fecond, become lately king of England ' with 
whom he had an interview at Bologne, where he did him 
homage for the duchy of Guicnnc, and the county of Pon- 
tbieu The death of the emperor Albert of Aujlria , who 
• was afiallinated by |ds nephew, afforded Philip an op- 
portunity of difdofinf to the pope his laft demand, which he 
had fo long kept feefet, and which, if he had ftill retained 
in his ow'n bread:, hM infallibly taken effeft ; but the king 
having declared in ^ouncil that his vieto was to fet his bro- 
ther Charles of # upon the imperial throne* he was ad- 
vifed to demanc^fuftance of tho pope in peTfon, attended by 
his court and a good body of troops, which ^he king relifhed; 
but, he was making the necefTary preparations, Clement 
\w*informed*>f his intention, and wrote thereupon, in ftrong 
terms, to the eleftors, that they could not do any thing better 
✓Ibr themfefves, or the peace of Europe , than to chufe an env- 
^Jperor without delay, and named to them Henry of Luxem - 
' burgh ; fo that, before thei king arrived at Avignon , the 
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election was over, and Clement delivered fronj/,j*% 
prehen fion^ of being diflrefled by a French kingf 
fide, and a French emperor on the other K Philip 
had better fuccefs in another project, which was that < 
uniting the city of Lyons to the realm of France , from 
ir f had been formerly detached, to make a part of the king- 
dom of Arles , and was at this time a kind of principality, in 
the hands of its archbifhop, who, partly by fair promifes, 
but chiefly by the appearance of Lewis king of Navarre with 
an army at its gates, was conftiained, under certain condi- 
tions, to render it to the crown. This was juftly confidered 
as a gieat acquifition, tho’ the king Hill fuflered the arch- 
biiliop to flile himfelf count of Lyons c . 

Tiie king had all this time a very troublcfome affair upon 
tionruLn his hands, of which the world knew not wl?at to think in 
to handle j-jjg own time, and with rclpecl to which the fentiments of 
P ofterit y ^ avc allc ^ perhaps ever will be, divided. 

fkni hts was l ^ e profecution of the knights templars, a military 
templars or ^ tT t ^ at had been eflabliflied for the protection of fuch as 
into which went in pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and which had received 
tht p-,pc its name from a houfe, or palace, given them by one of the 
kings of Jerufalem , near the temple. This order had fub- 
fifted near two hundred years, was fpread through the do- 
minions of all Chrifliiin princes, had vaft poffcfllons in land, 
was immenfely rich, and was compof^d of men of the befl 
families in every nation throughout Europe d . They were, 
indeed, very much declined from that reputation in which 
they had formerly flood ; were deeply tinged with the cor- 
ruption of the age in which they ^ived ; were extremely, 
hated for their pride and luxury; an u i, amongft other vices, 
were particularly decried for drunkeSnefs ; infomuch, that 
to drink like a templar was become a {ivoverb e . Two of this 
order being fentenCed by the grand r^yfler to perpetual im- 
prifonment* the one a Frenchman Hi cpfy (which is very 
remarkable), tht other an Italian , for a Soiltitude of crimes, 
infinuated, that f if they might have life tlnd liberty given 
them, they would dilcover certain fecret practices of their 
order that were little fufpeCted f . Thefe mep, beingVidipn- 
ted as witneffes, depofed, amongft other horrible things, that, 
•at their entrance into the order, every knight was obliged te 
renounce his Saviour, to go through feveral indecent aiSfej' 
filthy ceremonies, and were, through their whole lives, 
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the moll horrid and abominable of all lulls 6. 
ad thefe informations before the pope's corona- 
Pd then feveral confei cnees with him fln this fub- 
induced the pope to command James dc Molai , 
nailer, and other great officers of the order, to 
7 ranee , under pretence of concerting meafurcs 
for a new croifadc ; where, with the rell of the knights 
templars, to the number of one hundred and foity, they were 
arrelled, by the command of king Philip , in one day, and 
committed to feveral prifons h . 

At firft the pope feemed to be in great doubt in this mat- That order 
ter, and to proceed in it more brilkly by degrees, through fuppr,jjed 
the evidence that was brought out in profecutions before his in the 
inquifitor, joined with the king’s commiflaries, to whom count il of 
the greateft pry t of the knights freely conlcfled all that had Bienne, 
been laid to their charge, and gave a diftinCl and particular a f te \ 
account of all their horrid practices, to which the firft wit- 
nelfes had depofed. But Hill a confiderable number perfilled 
firmly in denying every word of what had been advanced ; p ut t0 
aflerting, that thofe, who had confcflcd, did it through fear death. 
of death, through force of torture, or through flattering pro- 
miles of life and, liberty 1 . Between fifty and thrcefcore 
of thefe fuffered death, in a field near the convent of 
St. Anthony at Paris, and died with great fieadinefs and 
piety, profeffing their jpnocence to the Jail k, The pope, to 
put an end to this and to other perplexed affairs, appointed a 
general council to be held at Vienne , in Dauphiny ; where, A. D. 
on the 2 2d of May , in the prefence of the king, the count 1312. 

Valois his brother, Lciuit king of Navarre , and the other 
two princes his fons, a lull, for the condemnation and ex- 
tinction of the order, vti s publiflied, and their eftates, ex- 
cepting Cajlile, Arrago/L Portugal, and Majorca , given to 
the knights of St. jof Tat Jcrufalem , otffcrwife knights of 
Rhodes , and now of ?; but without hearing tte knights 
in their own defenj?; tho* they cfemanded ,it with great 
earnellncfs, the grffid mailer and other great officers being 
referved to a future judgment K In this counciT, the memory 
■ o&ffigt^fioniface jhc eighth was freed from all imputation of 
he\fy, feveral doftors making long fpeechcs in fupport of 
^hij#Sinocence ; and, after this was over, two Catalan knights 
fy.fed, and threw down their gauntlets, offering to prwc, 

V-nhe launces point, again ft qjiy of the king of France' s 
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fubjeits, the innocence of the deceafed. pope, fpeft of 
the charges that had been brought againfl him, it fs to 
herefy, but as to impiety, atheifm, and immorality f with 
which, tho’ king Philip was by no means pleafed, yet, things 
were fo tircumftanced, that he was obliged to feem conteS^ed ,n . 
The grand \ James de Molai, grand maflerof the knights templars, 
majier and and the three great officers of the order, finding they were 
chief rjji- not fet at liberty, as they had been promt fed, after five years 
cers burn- confinement, infilled upon being brought to a trial; and, 
cd y and U p 0n their own confeffions, which were very full and ex- 
th ‘ r f c { prefs, were condemned to fuller perpetual imprifonment, 
** ]* s after making open acknowlegement of their crimes before the 

people. In order to this, a fcafiold was fet up before the 
great porch of the Notre Dame, upon which the criminals 
were placed, in the prefence of feveral cardinals, and other 
perfons of diitinflion, and of a prodigious multitude of 
people ; where, their fentcnce and confeffions being read, 
they defiled leave to fpcak 11 . This being granted, James de 
McLii declared, with a loud voice, that all they had heard 
was abfoliitelv falfe, that they had been threatened and fe- 
ll need into thofe confeffions, and that, tho* themfelves and 
their brethren had b ail ties ami failings a» well as other men, 
yet, with refpeft to thofe impieties and impurities that had 
been charged upon them, they were abfolutely innocent. 
The king, being informed of this, «w as fo enraged, that he 
ordered them ail to be burnt in a flow lire behind the garden 
wall of his palace; where they fu fibred with great compofure 
and confhncy, which was the more cxti aordinary, becaufe 
the gi and mailer was of a very leklc difpofition, had can- 
felled and recanted feveral times, Vand fhewed fuch a weak- 
nefs of fpiiit as had rendered hiiv very defpicable It is 
reported, that, q,, little before he e^ired, he fummoned the 
pope in forty dafs, and the king four months, to anfwer 
at the dfvine tribunal fpr the muraeXrf # himfelf and his bre- 
thren. Of flje original accufcrs it remarked, that the 
frenchman was afiaffinated as foon as he was releafed out of 
prifon, and that the Italian, having committed ji murder, 
was hanged for it not long after p . The order, kyvtf.cr, 
was ever y- where fupprefTed in England by authority o# par* 4 
liament, but upon general fuggeftions, and the knight&yero 
confined to certain convents, with handfome allowalss^ 
upon which they lived regularly, and without afforovn;^ 
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thJlea|upintenance to the imputation that had beencaft 
«po 4 { theiP*®rder In the Spanijh kingdoms the templars 

a d no injury in their perfons, but their lands wereap- 
ated to other religious orders, or to the defence of the 
ies, where they were fituated, againft the Moors. In 
fhort, it has been much doubted, whether the greattft crinle 
of thefe knights was not their wealth and their poffeffions ; 
and as it is faid that the order pofleffed, at the time of its 
fuppreflion, fixtcen thoufand lordlhips, this will appear the 
lefs incredible. The immenfe wealth found in their houfes, 
which every- where boie the name of temples, was alfo con- 
fifcated r . 

There happened fome difputes between the king and his 
fon-in-law Edward tlic fecond of England, which feem to 
have arifen chiefly fiom mifunderftandings between their 
officers in frontier places ; vet they might have produced a 
rupture, if both princes had not been equally unwilling to 
come to extremities. To prevent thefe, Edward, with his 
queen Jfabcl , repaired to Paris ; and, having paired fome time 
there in the moft agieeable manner, all things were amicably 
adjufted, and king Philip fubferibed an aft, by which all 
memory of their former differences, as well as the errors of 
their officers which had occafioned them, were abolilhed s . 
The old quarrel with Flanders was revived with great heat, 
the king infilling that the count had infringed the laft treaty ; 
whereas the count as pofitivcly afferte'd, that it had been broken 
by the king himfelf ; who, upon the count’s retiring pri- 
vately from Paris, and .his fon’s making his cfcape after he 
was arrclled, fummonejf him to abide the judgment of his 
peers; and he not app/iring in perfon, but by deputy, the 
king upon this, and o ner fuggeilions, procured a fcntcncc, 
by which all his eft* 1 5§ were declared %onfifcated ; which, 
however, was eftee^ 4 .Miard, and to be rather /cvero than 
ftrift jafticc, th t? 'JFe king had Extended jhe power, and 
raifed me credit^ his parliament highemhan it had ever 
ftoodjjl the d/fys of his prcdeceffors 1 (L). *But, whatever 

the 




r 


Thom. Walsingham, Contin. Nich. Trivet. Walt, 
^vincford dc rebus geftis Edwardi II. r Cont. Nang.' 
-Gacuini Hill. r P. iEMiL. P. Daniel. 


(L) It was to this Hiring and of the prince, and held its alfcm- 
aflive monarch Philip th. Fair, blics where he judged it moll 
that the French owe the £xing convenient. This is faiu to be 
their parliament of Paris , which in 1 302, and was, without 
had before followed the perfon doubt, at (he time, confidered 


The affairs 
of king 

Philip 

take an ill 
turn at 
home and 
abroad. 
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as a prudent and popular ac- Hate, as it preferred theV&qq - 
tion. At the fame time king archy entire, and hindered it 
FK'ilip did this, he brought in from being cantoned into little 
more lawyers into that aflem- principalities, as Germany and 
bly, and appointed fuperiors, Italy had been. This monarch 
by the title of prefidents, to alfo ere&ed the parliament of 
fee that every thing was done c Ibouloufe y apparently after the 
with decency and order. Thofe model of that of Paris , fince 
who had formerly officiated in he appointed fix ecclefialticai 
this manner were Ailed mailers and fix lay counfellors. He 
of the parliament, they were not fettled the court of exchequer 
fix’d officers for life, but held in Normandy upfln a like plan, 
their places by commiflion ; and appointed the great days 
neither did the parliament con- or folemn aflizes at Ttoyes , in 
tinue always luting, but had Champagne. Ilis difference with 
Hated times for their meeting, pope Bo?iiface the eighth put 
as appears by their judgments him, by the advice of the Sieur 
that are full extant. The prin- de Marigui y upon calling what 
cipal view of Philip in thefe were afterwards Ailed aflem - 
regulations, was to free him- blies of the Hates, in which the 
felf from the trouble of legal nobility, the clergy, and the de- 
decifions, without prejudice to putics of the cities, fat fepa- 
his fubje&s ; for hitheito the rately, ^nd framed their refpec- 
kings themfclvt; had fat in this tive letters to the cardinals at 
judicature ; which he found in- Rctnc y in which they aflerted the 
convenient, more cfpecially as independency of the crown, 
the number of appeals conti- juftified the king’s meafures, 
nually increafed. By this means and appealed from the tribunal* 1 ’ 
the parliament came to be con- of th^iiope. Such as are cx- 
iidered as a fupreme court of trcmel 1 attached to the ariflo- 
judicature, which indeed it had cratic ;m of government are 
always been ; but ifr*\vas, ne- ofFendel ilfo with this mcafure, 
verthelefs, ^council of Hate, an as intft Vjinj;, in their fenti- 
affembly of peers and of pVe- ments, alL alteration ^ in the 
lates, in which, '>ind by the Gallic conftm YetSiif this 
advice of which,* the king re- matter be HricMy cont dered, 
gulated affairs of the greateft we lhall find it *vas nof'afJv 
moment, and which moll re- teration, but te i*eftitutid8J*qf r 
fpe&ed the welfare of the Hate, the government, fince, accort - 
A great modern writer feems to ing to the original fy Item of tk<K 
think, that the dignity of this Franks , every freeman was imV ^ 
court was abafed by the intro- pitied to fome fhare in the goN- 
duttion of fo many jurifls, as vernment, either virtually, or 
he calls them j whereas an in perfoft. On the other hand, 
elder author, and one of at the inhabitants of cities and 

, leaH equal authority, coxfiders towns, being no longer vaflals, 

Vc $is as a great blefling to the but contributing both in men 
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the fentiments of the world might be, Philip, rsmrrinJito 
his old objett, which was reuniting this greafife^tpsiis 

cipwn. 
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croTn, pmrfued this fentence of the law with a military 
forJe, ggpithftanding the interpofition of the pope, who, 
by nis leg2fe*cardinal Gojfelin , laboured to the utmoft of his 
power to heal this breach, and to prevent the deftruttion of 
the count, who was rather unhappy than undutiful. But 
^fiK^much altercation, and many propofitions made and r^ 
jefted on both fides, the king took a refolution, groundda 
upon an opinion that the conqueft was eafy, to leave all things 
to the decifion of arms ; and having aflembled a numerous 
army, commanded by himfelf, his two brothers, and his 
three fons, he marched directly againft the Flemings ; but, 
upon new propofitions from the count, who gave hoftages 
for the performance of them, and furrendered alfo the for- 
trefs of Courtray into the king’s hands, he confented to a 
hew treaty ; and having done nothing worth mentioning, 
except conferring the honour of knighthood on his three 
fons, and on Hugh duke of Burgundy , in the field, he re- 
turned to Paris u . The true reafon of this retreat, which 
did him no great honour, was the want of money, and the 
fmali difpofition (hewn by his fubjefts to fubmit to the me- 
thods his miniflcrs had contrived for railing it ; a misfor- 
tune which he had never met with before, and which there- 
fore made the greater impreflion on a prince of his high 
fpirit w . 

The truth of the matter was, that, finding thcmfelves in ta $ ei 
a manner exhaufted, and remembrinp; the diftreffes that had thefe and 
been brought upon them by the lafl VFlemiJb war, there fud- fome d*~ 
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and money to the fervicejjtfthe 
flate, it was but reafona^e^hat 
they fhculd have ajn«r»idre of 
power annexed to £jpir pro- 
perty. To fpeal^rapartially, 
howevey! there f little reafon 
to Agpoft:, thaxjphilip was in- 
' auttODy this motive to adl as 
he ckd. The ftate of his affairs 
1 ducted to him this flep. It 
of great confequence to 
Kin, to let the court of Rome 
Tee how much all his f^pjedts 
were attached to his govern- 
ment, and that ecclefiaftical 
cenfures were not likely ' to 


operate as*jthey had formerly 
done in France. But, after all, 
whes he had ferved nimfelf by 
this method, hjs fubje&s avail- 
ed themfelves ofjt in their turn, 
and began to purfue their own. 
views, and to take care of their 
own interells in thefe afTemblies, 
capitulating with the king, that 
they would give him fuch and 
fuch fubfidics in cafe he re- 
VlrefTed fuch and fuch griev- 
ances, more efpecially the great 
point of the money, which he 
had repeatedly debafed. 

denly 
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mftic mf denfy appeared a ftrange fpirit of difaffe&ion throurfi &khis 
fortunes fo dominions ; fo that the nobility, the clergy, amp citiesjj in 
much to feveral provinces, entered into confederacies, tofrfraycntVhe 
heart, that minifters from carrying their meafures for levying money into 
it brings execution; which, when it could be no longer concealed from 
him to the ^ aff e & e d him exceedingly *. To this was ad^ed a u T 
grave. w circumftance of domeftic chagrin, that pcnetratedltill , 
deeper. He had taken great care in marrying the three 
princes his fons, all handfome and accompliftied youths, in a 
manner fui table to their birth, and great fufpicions arofe of 
the infidelity of all their wives; upon a ftrift examina- 
tion into this matter, Margaret queen of Navarre , daugh- 
ter to the duke of Burgundy, and Blanch , the wife of 
Charles count de la March , appeared to be guilty, and 
to have lived for fome time in a fcandalous commerce with 
Philip and Walter de Launai , men of a noble* -family, but ra- 
ther mean than comely in their perfons ; for which they were 
fentenced to perpetual imprifonment, and their gallants, after 
being flea’d alive, were drawn over a field, and then hung 
upon a gibbet, with an ufher of the chamber, who had been 
privy to their amours y. The vexation of this # fhameful 
affair, added to his former difappointments, threw the king 
into a wafting confumption, in which the drill of his phyfi- 
^ p cians could do nothing ; fo that he expired on the 29th of 
j ' ' November , in the 30th year of his reign, and in the 47th of 
his age z . He was certainly, to gire his charafter in few 
words, a prince of great talents, great virtues, and great 
vices, of which the moft flagrant were avarice and cruelty ; 
the confequences of which were feverely felt in his domi- 
nions long after his deceafe. b 
Lewis X. Lewis, furnamed Hutin , which fignifies thMoiflerous , 
jumamed or the Quarrclfome , becaufe fomethW of this kind appeared 
Hutin, in his temper while a child, fucceqfed at twenty-three, or, 
fucceeds as other writers 'Ifay, at twenty-fiv^ years of age, being al- 
hu father, reac jy ki£g of Navarre v He contliiufrl ,fo ufe the fame feal 
nvithmuch as ' m Aker’s life-time, and put offVis coronatvon, under 
'difTatis*- P r€tence nuking the fame ceremony iets r e for hilnfelf and 
fatiion. I 1 * 3 new Q ueen > whofe name was Clemence, ■ the dafi^ter of 
Charles king of Hungary , his firfl: queer '#largf**£>]S\tr.\g 
firangled, by his order, for the crime of adultery, ir^her 
prifon of Chateau-Gaillard a . There were, however, ^vher 
rcafons for this delay ; fuch as the want of money, the ire** 

* Contin. Nanc. GAeuiNiHift. f Inventaire de Chnr^ 
tres, tom. vii, * Contin. Nang. * Croniquede St. Deny s, 
P. JEmil. 
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fui7, DeinV in a manner empty at his father’s doccafe ; and the 
difcpntent? that reigned in feveral provinces of the kingdom, 
which he* thought it neceflary to compofe, to prevonr any dif. 
turbance at that folemnity ; which he effected by the inter- 
pofltipn of his uncle Charles de Valois , and the king’s pro- 
■safei, that the nobility (hould be reftored to the privileges 
they enjoyed in the reign of St .'Lewis. Thefe obftacles bf- 
ing removed, he was crowned at Rhcims , by Robert de Cour - 
tcnai y archbifhop of that city b . The count de Valois , tho* 
the king was of age, had fuch an afccndancy over him, that, 
in effect, he governed in his name ; which was the ealier for 
him to do, as he had a great (hare in the adminiftratioa 
during that of his father, tho’ perhaps it had been better for 
both kings if they had confided in him lefs, his hafty and 
paflionate difpofition being the principal caufe of thofe dif- 
afters that happened both to his brother and his nephew c . 

Where a king is in want of money, his government can- The Utj 
not long be either fteady or peaceable. Lewis was furprifed fuffmbh 
to find himfelf fo much diftrefled ; he demanded the reafon *nclr 9 the 
of it in his council, and his uncle charged it upon Engucr- «>***& « 
rand le Poiticr dc Marigni , a nobleman of Norman extrac- /# 

tion, whom his father had raifed to the title of count de 
Longucville , to the pod of chamberlain, and, in effedf, to 
that of prime minifter, by giving him the direction of the 
finances : he was a man of great abilities, but as warm in his 
temper as the count df Valois , and unable to bear this ufage 
after the great fervices he had do^e the (late; for it was 
chiefly through his management, that Philip the Fair had 
triumphed over pope Boniface , and obtained fo much from 
fhe late pope Clement Me fifth. In fupport, therefore, of 
his own (Jonduft and cfhradcr, he boldly anfwered, that fo 
much of the king’s trfefure as had not been fpent for his 
fervice, had been takerPby the count de Ualois himfelf d . The 
count upon this gav* the lye, which, with fome vehe- 
mence, Marigni it tufted ; fo that *hey were on the point of 
drawing their fw£<\ls in the king’s prefence .•* The reft of the 
councilJintcrpojfng, the count de Valois fatisfitd himfelf with 

f Ang^him n/ P l ilbn, and caufing him to be profecutcd, 
fBitiey jn^iinft him a multitude of charges, fome of 
ch were Jeftitutc of all foundation, others ftronglv exag- 
ge.ated, and in fome there might be truth c . He demanded* 
time to make his defence ; winch was refufed him, and the 
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count had fo great influence over his judges, thatymey pro- 
nounced him guilty in the grofs of all that had been laijto 
his charge.® But the king, though he might be well enoilgh 
content to fee the pride of Marigni humbled, more cfpecially 
as it afforded fatistattion to his fubje&s, yet he by no pieans 
defired his deftruftion, as having a great opinion of hi^ . ~ 
jOcity, and much regard for his family; but the count de 
Valois was not to be pacified, his refenttnent had diftated the 
ruin of Marigni , and he rcfolved to accomplifh it f . 

The next ftep taken, in order to deprive him of the 
king’s favour and pity, was to caufe his filler and wife to be 
arrefted, together with the pretended magician, who by 
their command, as it was faid, had made images of wax of 
the king and his uncle, in order to deflroy them by enchant- 
ment. The magician hanged himfelf in prifon, the women 
were convifted, and the king was prevailefl upon to give 
way that Marigni (hould be executed He was accordingly 
hanged on the high gibbet at Montfaucon y fet up by his own 
order, that the bodies of notorious offenders might be ex- 
pofed to public view. He did not fall alone; feveral of the 
inferior officers in the finances were confined and put to the 
torture ; his brother, the bilhop of Beauvais , was forced to 
retire ; and the bifhop of Chalons , chancellor of France , was 
charged with being his accomplice; and with having poifoned 
his predeceffor, but being brought to a public trial was ac- 
quitted h . All this was far from sinfwering the end pro- 
pofed; Marigni Was cobfidercd by the people as the vittim 
of the count de Valois's paffion ; and that they judged right, 
appeared afterwards, by the king’s leaving a confiderable fum 
of money to his children by will, and by the count de Valois 
giving largely to the poor to pray f<!«r Marigni and for him- 
felf, becaufe he looked upon his be ng llruck with a palfy 
to be a judgment f>*om heaven, for fit' feverity in perfecuting 
this unfortunate gentleman : neither did the confifcation of 
his effi fts, and of thofe* who were lifted his accomplices, 
furnifh fupplies* i in any proportion to the *ing’s want s, tho*, 
exclufive of wftat was diverted from the kirfg’s coffees, they 
very confiderable 
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Th coronation quickly cxhaufled theft, ‘pTfipb/Sl 
war in Flinders requited new aids, and, though * Marigni 4 fyas 
in his grave, yet the fpii it he had introduced into the ccJSrf- 
ciis ot Frame ftiil prevailed. The minifters found means 
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td compel the nobility to lend the king money under a variety paign in 
of 'pretences^ they levied a tenth upon the clergy; they Flanders, 
fold their liberty to the king’s bondfmen, and when they **d dies 
would no longer buy, they levied the money upon them by Suddenly at 
wfn®s 4 and declared them free whether they would or not k . ^ 15 return • 
By thefe, and other practices of a like nature, an army wa# 
raifed, and the king’s palTion gratified, who defired above all 
things to chaftifc the Fle?nings ; or rather the haughty tem^ 
per of his uncle was indulged, who managed the king fo* 
abfolutely, that he made his own humours appear to be his* 

The pretence of this war was the breach of his treaty with 
ting Philip , by Robert de Bethune , count of Flanders ; but 
Robert infilled that the French themfelves had broke it, that 
he had paid itnmenfe fums to Enguerrand dc Marigni, and 
that he had bcefl impofed upon and deceived in many re- 
fpetts *. The true motive to the war was the entire conqueft 
of Flanders , then in a very low condition, and the people 
harrafied by a famine. Count Robert , very fenfible that he 
could not oppofe force by force, thought it excufable to 
have recourfe to fraud. He negotiated with all apparent 
figns of fubmifiion; he confented to give hoflages, and to deli- 
ver up the fortrefs t>f Courtray ; but, at length the wet wea- 
ther came, as he ex petted, and the French army, no longer 
able to keep the field, being obliged to retreat, lie recovered 
Courtray by furprizc m . • King Lewis finding his coffers as 
empty as ever, fell into great perplexijy, from which he was ^ ^ 
delivered by a fudden death, occarioned, as fome fay, by j ‘ g" 
drinking imprudently a glafs of water when he was very hot ; * 

bift others think he was poifoned", and Mezeray aferibes this 
to the accomplices of Marigni , afTuring us, that, at this time, 
poifon wrts but too frequent in France °. But, whatever 
was the caufe, the king ended his days at the Bois de Vincen- 
nes on the fifth of June , after a reign or one year eight 
months and fix days* leaving his fubjetts in great perplexity, 
on the feme of the ^jeen’s being with child, anil his brother 
Philip at diflano^ (M) *, fo that it was doubtful whom they 
were t^dfcey. f 

• k J®E Genbre. DopleiX. 1 Le Gendre. P. He- 
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0 Abrege de la Hiftoire de France^ vol. ii. p. 329* 


<M) This monarch, kirTg of JI. duke of Burgundy , by j§g- 
Ravarre, in right of his mother, nes, the youngeft daughter of 
efpoufed, while very young, St. Lewis* who being convitt- 
Margaret , daughter to Robert ed of adultery in 1313, was 
: Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIII. Dd con- 
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Philip, Charles, count of Valois , unwilling to part with that 
count cf authority 'which he had fo long held, feitecl the Lotiire , 
Poi&iers, and made a ftrong, party in order to obtain the regency, 
ts declared^ hich he had the more time to do, becaufe Philip , count of 
** Poittou , being at Lyons , where a conclave was held fd^fheL, 
intnJ's °* a P°P e > cou ^ not be prevailed Upon to move till 

oVfhe^ ^ ^ iat matter m a ^ air way of being adjufted. On his 
count de Arrival at Paris, near a month after his brother’s deceafe, 
Valois, he found things in great confufion; but being fupported by 
the confhble the count d'Evreux , tho’ brother to Charles 
de Valois, and the citizens of Paris, he compelled that am- 
bitious prince to deliver up the Louvre , and to fubmit their 
pieienfions to the dedfion of the court of peers, or, as it 
was then ftiled, the parliament, who decided, that the re- 
gency belonged of right to Philip , as firft prince of the blood, 
to whom they granted that title and authority for eighteen 
years, and dircdled a great feal, which he was to ufe during 
that time, with this infeription, “ Philip , fon of the French 
“ king, governing the realms of France and Navarre ” p . 

p Continuat. N.ikgii. P. JEmil. 


confined in Chateau - Gail lard, 
and there fti angled by her huf- 
band’s command the year fol- 
lowing ; but whether before or 
after he became king or France 
is not very clear, tho’ the latter 
is moil probable. Her corpfe 
was interred in the convent of 
the Cordeliers at Vernon* By 
her he had only one daughter, 
"Joan or Jane, heijefs after his 
deceafe of the kingdom of Na- 
< varre , a'.id of the counties of 
Champagne and Btie, educated 
at the court of 1 her uncle Qtho , 
duke of Burgundy , and under 
the eye of her grandmother. 
The fecond queen of Lewis 
Hu tin was Clcmentia , the eldeft 
daughter of Charles Martel , 
king of Hungary ; lhe efpoufed 
the king in the month of 
guft 13151 and became a widow 
in the beginning of June fol- 
lowing. She is faid to have 
been fo paffionately fond of her 
hufband, that her grief proved 


fatal to his pofthumous fon 
John , king of France and Na- 
varrfi ; and that, after having 
wept' and deplored him for 
twelve years, ihe died inconfol- 
able in 1328. Lewis had alfir 
a natural daughter, named En- 
dclina , who became a nun. 
An antient hiftorian aferibes 
to him the fixing the court of 
parliament at Paris , which 
other authors aferibe to his fa- 
ther. The crime of poifoning 
was fo common at this time in 
France , **«d indeed* in other 
countries, trat whenever a king 
died fuddenl;' thepeofi; made 
no fcruplevPfpppcffAg^h^rntt^ 
end was haftenedV * In th^pre- 
fent cafe it is not eafy dif- 
cern who (hould have an intereft 
in perpetrating fuch an aft, fince 
his demife, as things at that 
timtf flood, was equally fatal 
to his fubje&s and to the royal 
family. 

By 
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By judgment the government was fettled for the prefent, 
anfit gave ltjfure for fettling that of the fuccefion. The 
crown of France , from the rime of Hugh Capet , had gone in 
a lineal fuccefSon from father to fon ; in cafe therefore the 
was delivered of a prince there could be no difpute; 
but if fhe was brought to bed of a princefs, or if her fon fhoulJ 
die, then came the doubt how the crown fhould defcencL 
which was lb much the greater, as there was no written la\i 
to which they could have recourfc. Some were of opinioif 
that the kingdom was a great fief, and that therefore the 
fucceiliou fhould be regulated as in other fiefs ; and in that 
cafe the princefs Joan , daughter to the deceafed king, was 
clearly the heirefs of the crown k Charles , count de Li 
Marche , the younger brother of the regent, Charles of Valois, 
and Lewis of &vrcu x, his uncles, Eudes duke of Burgundy , 
and other princes of the blood, were of this opinion. But 
others alleged, that the bulk of the realm of France con- 
fided of fulique lands, and therefore ought to pafs by the fa* 
lique law, which, excluding females, the regent Philip , as 
next prince of the blood, was to inherit r . In this lituation 
of things there was a treaty made at Vincennes, the 17th of 
June , by which it* was flipulated, that, in cafe the queen 
Was delivered of a princefs, the heirefs of Lewis Hutin fhould 
have the kingdom of Navarre , and the counties of Cham- 
pagne and Brie , in conjunction with her younger filler (not 
yet born) ; that the princefs Joan fhtfuld be bred up at the 
court of the duke of Burgundy , her tilde, and that neither 
of the princefres fhould be married, without the confent of 
the perfon at that time governing the realm of France , and 
Philip flill to have the regency of Navarre and Champagne , 
.till fuch a marriage fhould be concluded and confummated. 
In the courfe of his regency he engaged in 4 war, in fupport 
of his wife’s mother Matilda, counsel's or Artois . againft 
count Robert, who claimed that couatiy by defeent \ This 
war he conduced with eclat and with fuccdi* obliged Ro- 
bert to fufrendef ilimfelf prifoner, and to fubrwit his preten- 
fions *o tfae^^ifion of the parliament, who gave judgment 
icountefs, and a fatal judgment it was h 
* ThSqHett), who with difficulty efcaped from a fever* into 
•whlur grief Tor the king her hufband had thrown her, wag 
* on the 15th of November delivered of a fon, who was bap- 
tized by the name of John , and® who lived a week, or, as 
fome fay, three weeks, and was buried at St . Denis , being; 
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proclaimed king, as is generally faid, in the funeral ferfjce ; 
but there^are deeds flill prefcrved which besr date in his 
(hort reign, fo that the modern hiftorians are juflified, who 
put him into the lift of kings of France by the name of 
John I u . 

Philip V.4, Philip ll Long, or Philip the Tall \ having made ufc 
ao<wned Lf t | lc crown revenue to (Lengthen his party, was declared 
king in upon the death of his nephew; and, as foon as things 

^thTll !f C011 ^ h e adjufted for that purpofe, he went to Rheims , in 
L'W' a "d or ^ cr be crowned: the day fixed for that purpofe was the 
at the fame nhith of January . The old duchcfs of Burgundy, the 

time re- youngeft daughter of St. Lewis, and grandmother to queen 
gent of Joan of Navarre, protefted by letter again (t this aft, till the 
-Navarre, rights of that piinccfs fhould be examined. The king's 
brother, Charles, repaired to Rheims , but left it the very 
morning of the coronation, which occafioncd fuch a confter- 
nation, that the gates df the city were (hut till the folemnity 
was over w . The new king, to prevent any difputes about 
his title, called a general aflembly at Paris , in which his co- 
ronation was confirmed, and the nobility, prelates, and 
others who a flitted there, took an oath of allegiance to him 
and to his fon Lewis, who died however 1A a few days after x . 
Philip did not Hop there ; he applied himfelf to pope John 
A XXII. who wrote to the queen dowager, and to the counts 
, t ’ Valois and ele la Marche , exhorting Vhem not to ditturb the 
** peace of the kingdom, \ynd, at the fame time, gave his in- 
itruftions to the archlnlhop of Bourges to excommunicate 
* them if they did Y . In order to put a final end to thefe dif- 
putes, Philip gave his deleft daughter in marriage to the 
duke of Burgundy, and with her the county of the fame 
name, of which her mother was heirefs, and promifed the 
the queen of Na^xrre to the fon of the count dc Evreux , 
which had the eft l ft he defired, and pacified all who had 
exerted tnemfelves on the iidc of the queevi of Navarre, As 
for the count dc la Marche, fincc the death of the young 
prince Lewis,' he had changed his feutirrfc and highly 
nppioveJ the law that had been made to e^uck fercjabs 
from the tin one. becaufe it opened him a 
A ewtnu- Afifr ail this, the jealou lies and grievances vdiichj-liad 
let r. n the difturhed the latt }ears of his lather's reign y'ere oif\he ‘ 
t of point of creating tioubles in his. The nobility, clergy, and 
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in feveral provinces, jealous of their refpeflive pri -breaking 
be^an to enter into confederacies for the fup -out* which 

j __ them, which might have been fatal to the pub- nre P r£m 

lie quiet, under a monarch lefs wife and lefs firm than h 

JF.hjJip a . He immediately appointed commiffiiries to en- * 

-quire into thefe grievances, and dirtied them to a/Tiire Iris rmn " $ ' 
people, that he would be as tender of giving them juft Je- 
ca/ion to take np arms, as he would be fevere in puniffiiig 
thofe who fhould take them up without taufe. He o|- 
ferved that particular privileges were granted, on a fnppo I- 
tion that they were not repugnant to the general welfare »f 
the realm ; and as he would opprefs none himfelf, fo he 
would not permit either lord, or bi'Jiop, or city, to opprefs 
the meaneft of his fubjefts ; and, upon the report of thefe 
commiflarics, having complied exactly with his promife, the 
people were fo well fatisfied, that, though their fuperiors 
found themfelvcs hurt a little by the king’s notions, yet they 
found an infurre&ion impracticable b . 

The war with the Flemings had been fufpended by a Tie pr,pe 
truce; and though the king was much inclined to put an end igterpl /is, 
to it by a peace, yet this was not eafily efledled, notwith- 10 

Handing he had the afliftancc of the pope’s fpiritual artillery, 
as well as the force of his own realm : but in the end the 
Flemings , being convinced of the reftitude of his intentions, ’ ex i :e( uti nn 
compelled their count <0 put an end to a quarrel which had to the Ho- 
been alike burthenfome to both naiions c . He fummoned Jy Land. 
Edward II. of England to render Jromage for the places he 
held in France ; and though the excufe that prince, made 
would fcarce have been accepted by his prcdeccfToi s, yet, 
partly out of regard to his fiWir whom that king had manied, 
and partly from the confidCTation of his own circum fiances, 
he received it with a good grace d . Th^integiity of Philip 
was the fource of the only objection ever made to his con- 
duct : he had tak^n the crofs with Jiis father at tnc council 
of Vienne, and hj was fo ftrift an obferver otTiis word, that 
he made it a pgrnt of religion to prepare for « new expedi- 
tion intc^ th&fioly Land, and was, with great difficulty, dif- 
fuid rarrjwng it into execution while he was regent. 
Anprhe.was king he remained fo bent upon it, that he neg- 
.leftyd no method of filling his coders, and this gained him * 
the reputation of being coveteous, and of having nothing fo 
much at heart as amafling moifcy c . The fteadinefs of the 
• 
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king’s difpofition, however, would very probably have car- 
ried him through, if the pope had not interpofed; for the 
politics of the court of Rome were now fo much changed, and 
the lituation of things in Italy rendered the proteftion of 
France fo neceflary to the pontif, that he wrote to Pklfip^ 
A. D. jn very pathetic terms, to defift from this enterprizc for the 
13 21, plefcnt f ; which, though it had its effect, yet he continued 
tjtlook upon himfdfas bound in confcience to accomplifti his 
lbw, and therefore never defifted from the means that he 
thought were moll likely to put it in his power S. 

Strang \ Amongst other mifehiefs this occalioned, there was one 
d'rfordrrs in of a very extraordinary nature, and which wasalmoft as pre- 
France, judicial to his fubjefts as if the king had aftually executed 
occafiomd his defign. The Mohammedan princes in Africa , confider- 
by a plague j n g the laft croifade of St. Lewis, and being apprehenfivc 
attributed that the king might revive the fame feheme, and make* the 
to potfen - c j c f LCnt j n f ome or other of their dominions, pra&ifed 
in f f' e with the Jews, whom his grandfather had baniflicd, and 
ersm j 3rot j ier rea( | m itted into France , to poifon the wells, 
fountains, and rivers, and offered them great fums if they 
would enter into their views 11 . The Jews were afraid to 
embark in fo dangerous a confpiracy ; and yet being loth 
to lofe the money, they practifed on the lepers, of whom 
there were great numbers then in France, and who lived by 
thcmfelves in hofpitals, very richly andowed, and who had 
alfo many Jews amondl them, to undertake this villainy, 
which they did, and were fo induftrious in the performancce 
of it, that a prodigious mortality enfued, infomnch that, if 
the king ■ had perfifted in his intention, he would have 
found it fcarce polfiblc to ha\^ raifed an army. This con- 
fpiracy being dcceftcd, many of the lepers were burnt, and 
the people riling againfl the Jews committed moft horrid 
diforders, under colour of executing juftice ; fo that a 
greater fir more univerifcl calamity could, uot well have hap- 
pened *. Thv^king had been perfuaded by the pope to fend 
an army into* Italy, againft the family of Aifanti, lords of 
Milan, who were at the head of the Gibclline jL f his army 
was commanded by Philip, count of Maqs y A^Jffr&hrlef-, 
count of Valois ; but Galcas de Vifconii coming to meet/him 
with a fmali retinue, giving him good words, and pronftfing 
to fubmit all points in difpute to the judgment of the king 
pf France, Philip returned *.vith his forces, without doing 

f RmkALD. DuPLEIX. I MEZF.R AY. P DANtEL. 
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any thing k 5 which, however it might injure his reputation, 
-was certainly without any prejudice to his country. At his 
Feturn, he fbuncl things in the confufion we haveteprefented, 
the people every-where highly irritated againft the Jews, and 
the Jews protefting that they were the victims of their impa- 
fience, on account of the nation's being afflicted vt ith a plague, 
which they could neither help or remove J . This atfjftr 
is very darkly reprefented by all, and in very different ligfts 
by fome hiftorians. 

The laft great action of Philip's life and reign, or at lc (ft 
the laft great thing he attempted, was to complete what is 
predeceffors had begun, in reducing the money, the weights, 
and the meafures, throughout all France, to fome fettled 
ftandard. I11 order to this, he fent commiflarics through all 
the provinces # to take an ex a (ft account of the ftate of things 
as they then flood ; and having done this, he began to com- 
pound with fome of the great lords, particularly the princes 
of the blood, for their rights of coinage within their own 
domains, and actually effected it with the count de Valois, 
and the count of Clermont and Bourbon, but found it very 
difficult to fncceed, notwiihftunding he was at great pains to 
make it appear hpw much it was for the common benefit of 
his fubjetts, and that it was the only cffcftunl remedy for 
fome of thofe evils of which they had fo much complained 
But a report prevailing, that he intended to raife a tax of the 
fifth part of every man’s revenue, in order to pay fuch indi- 
viduals as would not part with d/eir privileges, it raifed a 
general difeontent. Philip , muyn affected by the misfor- 
tunes that had happened to his fubjetts during his reign, and 
not a little chagrined to fitud all his actions mi (interpreted 
(more efpcdally by the pistes, whom, from a point of con- 
fidence, he had excludejf by law from fitting in parliament, 
becaufe it hindered their rcfidence in tllbir diocefe, and pre- 
vented them from cufcharging their pafloral duty® 0 ), fell fid; 
of a fever, accompanied with a djfentcry, which having 
languifhed fiv^months, he breathed his laft on the third of 
January , a^ime entrance of the fixth year of his reign, and 
in jh^ 5 w^y- ^ghth of his age, not without great fufpicion 
of poilpn,l3eihg hated by the clergy, and little beloved by the 
nobility 0 . He is, however, by all the French hiftorians, al-^ 
lowed to have been a wife, moderate, pious, juft, and pub- 
lic-fpirited prince p . It app^ired after his deceafc, that he 
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had been miferably cheated by thofe who had the direftion 
of his, finances; but it alfo appeared that he was very finiere 
in his defi^ns, by his appropriating in his will* the fums he 
had faved, for the very purpofes for which he had declared 
they were intended. He was himfelf learned, and a great 
lover of learning, religious without bigotry, and fo circftm^ 
] eft in ecclefiaftical promotions, that thofe who were moft 
faduous in feeking them very rarely met with prefer^ 
(fients * (N). 


* Dupleix. 

(N) This monarch was at 
great pains in regulating the 
chatelet, which is, properly 
fpeaking, the court belonging 
to the old peerage, and in which 
therefore the provoft of Paris 
prefided ; and, at this time, 
there were fignal ads of inju- 
fiice committed in this court. 
Forinllance; one of the pro- 
vofts, fo** a fum of money, fuf- 
fered a rich man to efcapc, who 
was condemned to death, and 
executed a poor fellow in his 
ftead, for which he was very 
dcfcrvedly hanged. Th&king 
alfo directed that the p»\woil 
fhould render jultice himfeATin 
©pen court, and that if he fail- 
ed to do this he fhould lofc his 
office. His queen was Jane, 
or Joan, the daughter of Othe - 
// n , count of Btirgutitfy, by the 
countefs Matilda , v$ho, as we 
liave fiiewfi, enjoyed Artoij in 
her own right. • Joan was con- 
demned with her filler, at the 
clofe of the reign of Philip the 
Fair , as guilty of adultery ; 
but, after a year's imprison- 
ment, the king took her again, 

• being perfuaded, or feeming to 
l>e perfuaded, that file was inno- 
cent. He had by her Lewis, 
who died a child ; Joan, who 
cfpoufed Eudcs, duke of Bur- 
gundy, and was the heirefs pf 


P. Daniel. 

the countefs of Burgundy and 
Artois: but an accurate hifto- 
rian affirms, that, at her mar- 
riage, fhe brought her hufband 
only * one hundred thoufand 
livres in ready money, and a 
rent- charge of twenty thoufand 
livres per annum , in lieu of the 
county of Burgundy. We (hall 
fpcak of her death hereafter. 
Margaret , who was the confort 
of Lewis , Count of Flanders , 
to whom (he brought a great 
fuccelfion ; file furvived to the 
age ofir feventy-two, and died 
with the reputation of a faint. 
Ifabella , the third daughter, 
married Guigon , dauphin of 
Vienne , and, after his deceafe^ 
John, baron of Faucogney in 
Tranche- Compte ; Blanche , who 
die.*! a nun in the monallery of 
Long Champ, the z6th of April % 
1358. 7 .^he corpfe of king 
Philip V. v&s interred in the 
abbey of StXOenis, his heart in 
the church o?’ the convent of 
Cordeliers at Pair} and his en- 
trails at the * Queen 

Joan retired, % "iife^Tea&fe, 
to a convent at Roic in Picardy , 
where lhe died January ji, 
1329 i and her body being a f- 
•terwards removed to Paris , was 
inter red^ in the convent of 
Cordeliers, 
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Charles IV. furnamed le Bel, or the Fair , fuccecded his Charles 
bfother in the throne, when he was about the age of twenty- the Fair 
fix, without any fcruplc or difpute, though contrary to that faceted* 
rule of fucceflion which himfelf had efpoufed when his bro- hubrotBer* 
ther claimed the crown. The duke of Burgundy , who had at2( ! ™' efs 
** married the eldeft daughter of the deceafed monarch, was ^ r ™ 
the firft to do him homage. But though he fet np no p?e- °Fr°l ltlm * 
tenfions to the crown, yet he claimed the county of Poitou 
upon this principle, that her father having no higher tifce 
at the time of his wife’s birth, Aie was of confcquence lls 
heirefs in refpeft to that county as well as Burgundy , whim, 
or an equivalent, had been yeilded to him; but the par la- 
ment finding that the county of Poitou was given by Philip 
le Bel only to his foil and his heirs male, they dcclaied the 
duke of Burgundy's pretenfions gronndlefs r . The next 
point was to get rid of his wife Blanch of Burgundy , who 
had been all this time prifoncr in Chateau -Gaillard ; and, in 
order to this, an application was made to the court of Rome, 
where the pope was focomplaifant as to declare the marriage 
null, for two reafons; the firft was, that the lady’s mother, 
the countefs Matilda , had been godmother to the king, the 
other, that the lady Blanch hcrfclf was related to him in the 
fourth degree, for which, indeed, a difpenfation had been 
obtained from the court of Rome, but this difpenfation was A.D. 
now found not to be in proper form s . On fuch flight cir- 13*3. 
cumftances as thefe ftSod the marriages and fucccflions even 
of princes. The king, being now Vat liberty, married the 
princefs Mary , daughter to the amperor Henry of Luxcm - 
burgh y in hopes of male iflue, ana all'o with a view to faci- 
cilitate his correfpondence wyh the princes of Germany, for 
reafons that will quickly aj^ar \ 

The peace which hairfo long fubfifted between the J war 
crowns of France zn^&ngland, was interrupted by various breaks out 
accidents. Edward Joeing fummoned to do homnjc for the ™itb the 
territories he pofiMed in France , made the fame excufes he king of 
had formerly doip, and might have made them with the fame England, 
fuccefs; buUd^lord of Montpcfat having btiilt a caftle 011 
lands wiii^Jvere claimed by the crown of France , was ^- ^alalcd 
poflSlfe^)r/fi)/ , that prince's order : however, bytheaffi both 
ance of the fenefchal of Guienne , it was recovered, and the 
Frfiicb, who were in pofteflion, put to the fword, as the ' 

French writers fay u . For this Edward was funynoned to 

r Gaguini. P. JEml. 9 Mezeray. P. Daniel. 
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the parliament to anfwer before his peers ; and, notwith- 
ftanding he fent his brother Edmund \ earl of Kent, to pre- 
vent things from coming to extremity, yet the Ffench army, 
under the command of Charles , count of Valois, entered 
the territories of Edward , and reduced the beft part of them 
in a fhort time; fo that to preferve Bourdeau x, and the few - " 
pWes that were left, he was forced to conclude a truce for 
afthort time, under colour of giving his brother leifure to 
rftcollett himfelf, and to come over and render homage in 
jhrfon The truth fecms to be, that this war, tho* car* 
ryd on in France , was contrived in England , to ferve the 
purpofes of the barons, who were then upon bad terms with 
tiie king, and the queen, who began to enter into their 
views, and looked upon a war with France a9 the only 
means of accompliftiing them *. This was jhc laft cam- 
paign of the great count de Valois , who being afflifted with 
a grievous diftemper, the nature of which the phyficians did 
not underftand, and of confequcnce knew not how to cure, 
perfuaded himfelf it was a judgment from Heaven, for the 
perfection of the fieur de Marigni y whofe body he caufed 
’ ’ to be taken down, the judgment againft him to be reverfed, 

* and his family reflored in blood and to their eftates. Proofs 
of a fincere repentance, which he did not long furvive. Me - 
zeray Y would perfuade 11s that he died of poifon, and that 
he had no reafon to trouble himfelf (o much about the fate 
of Marigni 9 who met with no more than he deferved. Yet 
fure the count de Valois vas a better judge than he ; and how 
guilty foever the minifter\night be, he was notwithftanding 
unjuftly condemned, being unheard 5 . 

Ifabel, the Edward of England wasSmuch at a lofs, as the queen 
kings fif- an d her faftion forefaw, how flyadjuft his affairs in France , 
ter, con - w | iere his own prefence was abfolt^ely necellary ; and yet to 

^ITrlaion < l ult hls kin g dorn ^ as t0 lofe [t - iituation the queen, 

tf Ed- w h° flood but ill with him and his miniflcrs, offered to go 
ward II. over and negotiate a pea& with her brother; and, notwith- 
her huf- ftanding the bid terms on which they fti>d with her, as 
hand. having lately deprived her of all her Fretiaif Servants, they 
confented to this propofition; the bringing^ abfc£><Jt which 
feems to have been the whole fecret of the qumrevlm .wnich 
. the kings had very little fhare on either fide a . Upon her 
arrival at Paris lhe complained bitterly of the Spcnfers , 'and 
endeavoured rather to inflan\g her brother Charles againft 

w ]. DE SeRRTS. P. HeXAULT. 4 * POLYDOR. VlRCI^. 
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he^hufband, than to conciliate the difnufres betwixt them; 
but Charles , who knew that the pope and other princes had 
their eye uj^on H19 condutt. rem on Abated to her the impro- 
priety of her behaviour, and that it was rcqnifite - fettle 
the peace before the king meddled in the matters of which 
(he complained b . The peace was accordingly regulated ; 
the feizure of Cuienne was acknowledged to be juft, became 
Edward had refufed his homage; Charles was to name a v- 
nefchal, and to keep pofleffion of his new conquett, bit 
was to grant a fafe condutt for Edward to come over; anf t 
upon his doing him homage, was to reflore all he had takdfi. 
This brought Edward into the old difficulty of leaving nis 
regal dominions, which he was unwilling to do ; and to re- 
move this obftaclc, it was propofed he fhould refign the 
duchy of Guimne , and the red of his lands in France , to his 
fon prince Edward, whofe homage in that cafe king Charles 
would receive. This was accepted by Edward , with a few 
reftrittions ; fuch as, that thefe countries fhould revert to him 
in cafe the prince died ; that his uncle fhould not affign him 
a guardian; and that the young prince fhould not be induced 
to marry without his father’s confent c . The king thereupon 
fent him over, accompanied by the bifhop of Exeter, and a 
fui table train ; and all things being adj lifted, the king ex- 
petted his queen fhould have returned. Kis expectations, 
however, were in vagi ; many of the Engl ft iralccon tents 
repaired to her there, and fhe continued to irftigate her bro- 
ther againft her hufband ; which trc bifhop of Exeter perceiv- 
ing, and that the court were no ^mangers to her intrigue with 
% Roger Mortimer, he left Pans , and fccretly returned home, 
difclofing all he knew talking Edward \ who thereupon 
demanded his queen and jms fon in high terms; and not pre- 
vailing, hoftilities wen^again renewed, abundance of French 
(hips taken at fea^affuincurfions madefy land in the duchy 
of Aquitaine d . Jpne pope and the king of Ca/Ii leaner poCmg, 
and reprefentirwto Charles that nis condutt was not at all 
fuitable to Indignity, he forbid his fubje^S to frequent his 
fitter’s co^Ji't and at length ordered her and the prince 
h qf- retire out of his dominions. At the fame 

time, however, Robert de Artois, count of Beaumont (not 
^thout the privity of the king as is generally fuppofed)t 
advifed her to go into Hainault, where fhe concluded a mar- 
riage for her fon with the daughter of that count, and en- 

*» P. ./Emil. P. Daniel. c Thom. Walsingham. 
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gaged his brother to accompany her to England with a fipall 
force; and being, on her arrival, afliAed by the malecontents 
(he quickly depofed her hulband, and raifed her fon to the 
throne, whom Charles would never acknowlege fo long as his 
father lived c . A conduft which fome have reprefented as ^ i 
pure artifice ; but, the king’s charafter confidcred, may.be 
lfrore probably aferibed to his jufticc. 

Charles f But let ns now return to the affairs of France. At the 
faih in Ipginning of his reign, the king, in virtue of a decifion of 
his attempt ye parliament, had placed Lewis in the feat of his grand- 
to gain fyther Robert de Bcthune , as count of Flanders, Never s , and 
the Ger- Jcjetel, notwithAanding the oppofition of his uncle Robert , 
man t rtn ^w\vo pretended that, being one degree nearer his father than 
res to el £ & Lewis 9 he ought to fucceed; and the Flemings giving him 
mm em- f omc diAurbance, the king granted him fuch t'mely affiAance 
* eror as prevented their breaking out into open rebellion f . He* 
was not altogether fo fuccefsful in his attempt to fnpplant 
Lewis of Bavaria in the empire. The pope had quarellcd 
with this monarch, and fupported Frederick , duke of shift ria, 
who likewife Ailed him fell emperor, and whom Lewis had 
defeated, and then held in piifon. The fcheme of the pope 
was, that Charles fhould enter into a league with Leopold of 
Auftria, Frederick's brother, to procure that prince his liber- 
ty : that, in confideration of this, Frederick , as foon as he 
was fet free, fhould relign his pretenfions to Charles , who, 
upon his being acknowlcged emperor by the princes of Ger- 
many, was to pay LcopiCl a large fum of money Lewis 
of Bavaria fpoiled the fiH part of this plan, by generoufly 
fetting his rival at liberty, and allowing him to keep the title 
of emperor during life. Thi'pope, however, kept to his 
defign ; and Leopold of Auftria^d irous of gaining the mo- 
ney that had been promifed him, Toured Charles, that, if he 
would but come tejihe frontiers, moll, of the princes of the 
empire would meet, receive, and cleft Iffm. The king went 
accordingly, with an eefuipage fuitable ' p his rank, but 
found nobody except Leopold, who laboured, to excufe this 
difappointmentV and engaged the pope aHo r i^ renew the 
treaty : but the king was fo afhamed of whax ha^iappc^ed, 
that he would not rifk a fecond difgrace, notwithAanding he 
had this projeft once exceedingly at heart, from the arr^bi- 
r tion of reAoring the diadem to. France \ 

• Hilloire& Chronique de Jean Froissart, liv. i. Wal* 
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•Charles fought in general to be well with his neighbours, He metrics 
and maintain thofe alliances which were moft lively to turn « third 
to the advantage of the crown of France, in cafe of any dif- time, his 
pute. It was with this view that he renewed his alliance cou fi n & cr ~ 
with the king of Scots , in which he inferted an article, im- 
porting, that in cafe the throne of either kingdom fhould/be 
vacant without an heir apparent, the Aatcs fhould declare ?m * 
who had the right: and this done, the, other king fhoijld 
a/fiA the heir, fo declared, in perfon, and with all his font, 
again A any opponents \ It feems the king was npprehenfjl’e 
ot dying, as he did, without heirs male, though he had a jlon 
by his lecond queen, who died as foon as born, and his mo- 
ther not long after, which might probably induce Charles to 
make this treaty. However, not long after he efpoufed Joan y 
daughter to Lewis, count of Evrcux, who was his coufin 
german, notwithfianding he had been divorced from a wife 
on the fcore of confanguinity, who was not fo nearly related 
to him k . Edward II. of England being dead, he fiimmon- 
ed his fon Edward to do him homage for the duchy of Gucinnc , 
and the reA of his territories in France ; but Edward excufed 
himfelf for the prefent, by alleging the unfettled Ante of 
his affairs, and the unlucky consequences that might attend 
his puffing the feas, which was accepted and the truce renewed, 
there being particular reafons why the king did not incline 
to excite any cfifputes^with England , or indeed with any of 
his neighbours ; and, amongA thefo it was none of the leaA 
that his health began to decay J 

He fhewedagreat inclination t/live upon good terms with u t( fiesaj - 
^he princes of the blood; an^being defirous of having Cler - t £r a Jbort 
mont , which belonged to £.ewis y the fon of Robert , the reign, and 
younger foil of St. Lewijf he gave him in exchange the leaves his 
county of la Marche^dK. feme other plages, and, by letters queenfreg- 
patent, e retted his jja rony of Boitrbon into a dukedom and nnnt > 
peerage m , which Vas one of the IaA attions of his life ; for oc ~ 
his difeafe incrdRing, he died at Bois de VJhccnnes on th ^ ca J tons a 
firA of Fcbrikj/^ as he entered the feventh year of his reign, 
and thctfhiyf-foiirth of his life, leaving his third queen, as^ 
his^rotiw£l«i4S Hut in had done, big with child n . Some A D- 
hi Asians fpcak of this king as a prince of a very moderate ge- 1 3 
niu* ; it may be rather faid of a moderate difpofition, for he * 
did not w r ant either martial courage or Aeadinefs of mind, 
which appeared clearly in hi^zeal for juAice; for he called 

1 MS. de Bethune dans le Bibliotheque du Foi de France, 
cotte 968 ;. k Con tin. Nakg. 1 r J’ HOM * Walsincham* 
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to an account the Lombards , and the other officers, who had 
been employed in the treafury, and had acquired immenfe 
fortunes by pillaging the people. One of them died under 
the torture, and the reft, being ftripped of their ill-got 
wealth, were fent home as naked as they came into France °, 
■which Mezeray commends as their proper punifhment P. 
Cikirles (hewed no lefs courage on another occafion : Jour- 
dJn de Lijle, a great lord of Aquitaine , relying on his wealth, 
hfj quality, and his being allied by marriage to pope John 
2SK1I. committed innumerable infults on the laws, infomuch 
tl^t he had eighteen charges againft him for capital offences. 
7'his lord, being fummoricd to appear before the parliament 
at Paris , beat out the officer’s brains with his own mace ; 
notwithftanding which he had the imprudence to go thither 
in a Ihort time after, of which the king having notice, he 
caufed him to be arretted, and within a few days hanged, 
by an arret of parliament, without any refpeft to his birth, 
bis wealth, or his alliance <2. In this monarch ended the 
male line of Philip the Fair , who, though he left behind him 
three foils at men's eftate, and confequently had the faireft 
hope of a numerous and lading pofterity, yet, in fo Ihort a 
fpacc as fourteen years, they all dcceafcd, and left the crown 
to pafs into another branch of the royal family, which fome, 
too boldly judging of the degrees of providence, have con- 
iidered as a judgment, for the fevecity exercifed on the 
knights templars*. Charles, on his death-bed, being, put 
in mind of the fucccffion,\contentcd himfclf with faying, that 
if his queen was deliveredvf a daughter, it belonged* to the 
parliament to declare the nc\^ heir *. His teftament and* 
codicil, both yet extant, regaitwmly his private affairs. 
Remarks The dependents of II ugh Ca%$ governed tjie kingdom 
on the of France , in a direct line from fatn^r to fon, for\elevenge- 

hifiory of ncrations, withou Staking in the youngling John , and in- 
France, c i u di n g thf two collateral«reigns of Philipp, and Charles IV. 
t odf ^ ere were thit |een monarchs in all \ whoV* reigns together 
the third ma ^ e u P war( ^ s «nf three hundred and forJ^orpars, during 
which fpace they wonderfully extended, as welltheir, autho- 
rity as their dominions ; and had at this cim^Le^oveiKd, 
either to the crown or to princes of the royal familyf‘?Jie 
'better part of the antient kingdom of France tf : they Wd 
alfo reduced the exorbitant power of the nobility within 
bounds, and were much lefs dependent than the monarchs 

• N. Trivet i Annal. J> Abrege de l’Hiftoire de France, 
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of ihe fecond race upon the clergy w . Yet, after all, the 
nation was iix low circumftances, the frame of government 
far from being uniform x ; and, in Ihorr, the feeds of thofe 
diforders were very perceptible to prudent and thinking men r, 
which, in the fucceeding reign, fprung up and became vifi- 
ble to the whole world in their difmal efietts, and thgt 
bloody and confuming war which almoft exhaufted tbe 
ftrength of two potent nations z . * 

w Chalons. Boulan. * Gacuini. * * M 

F. Hinault. * Le Gendre. 

SECT. VII. 

'The Reigns of tie French Monarcbs of tbe Houfe of 
Valois •, Philip VI. or the Fortunate ; John the 
Good ; Charles V. or the Wife j Charles VI. or 
the Well-beloved; Charles VII. or the Viftorious ; 

Lewis XI. and Charles VIII. in whom tbe dir ell 

v Defcent of Philip de Valois ended. 

* * 

AS, on the death of Charles the Fair, France was without <[j je 

a king, and as the fuccef!ion*depended on the fex of a cy c latmd 
child unborn, there was a plain neceflity of appointing a by king 
regent. The common hiftories f^eak of a great conteft be- Edward 
tween Philip, count de Valois , /nd king Edward 111. as to HI. a- . 
* their refpeftive rights of fucglffion to the crown of France Pol- 
and what they fay is true /in the main, but not clearly or J 1 ? a * 
diftin&ly exprefled a . Tale difpute was, in reality, about 
the crown, but the cHrf was made onla to the regency; for 
it was a point eftjjffiftied, that this belonged yily to the Urm 
next heir; fo thaMleclaring the regent was, in effeft, declar- 
ing the next hellf Philip alleged that he whs the grandfon 
of Philip the/Hardy, the nephew of Philip the Fair , the 
coufin ger<?in of the deceafed king, and his nearefl heir 
j&jdfe, itehendedffrom a male, which was not contefted with 
hilCby anj£ of the princes of the blood b (A) . Edward, on the 
. # other* 

» Continuat. Nang. • b Frio^sard, lib. i. 

(A) In this note, *hat the firft of the princes of the blood, 
fubfequem rarration may be as as they flood at this time, dif- 
clear as poffible, we will tyeak tinguimed under various houfes, 

that 
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other hand, claimed it as being the nephew of the tail: deceased 
king, and*con(equently nearer in blood than Philip , who 

was 


that it may appear how the 
ri^ht of Philip de Valois was pri- 
or to theirs; next of the houfe 
of Valois , at the time of Philip's 
acceflion, that his alliances may 
iff feen; and, laitly, of the 
gj.eat figniorics in France , which 
iti.l remained, and had io more 
than a feudal dependence upon 
the ci#wn Of the princes 
of the blood, the firft houfe 
was that of Evreux, found- 
ed by Lewis, the fon of Phi- 
lip the Hardy . His fon Phi- 

lip had efpoufed the princcfs 
Joan, daughter to Lewis Hu tin , 
and in her right became king 
of Navarre. Title of his own 
to the crown he had clearly 
none ; and whatever he might 
have had by his wife, was taken 
away by the decifion of parlia 
jnent, Supported by his own re- 
nunciation (i). The next was 
that of Bourbon, or of ClaSaont, 
more remote, n3 defeenoing 
from Robert count de Clermont, 
fon to St. Lewis. Peter , duke of 
Bourbon , was the head of this 
houfe, and brother- in law to 
Philip de Valois (2).* That of 
Artois descended from Robert , 
ar other foil of France , that js of* 
Lewis VIII. aitd brother to St. 
Lewis, who, in* his favour, 
erected Artois into a peerage : 
he was killed, as we have al- 
ready fnewn, in Egypt. His 
ion Robert II, as we have like- 
wife ihewn, was killed at the 
battle of Ccurtrcy . His fon 

Philip died ot the wounds lie © 
received at the battle of Furzes . 


Robert III. the county of Ar- 
tois being adjudged to his aunt 
MW, was the head Of the houfe, 
and in his favour Philip eredted 
Beaumont le Roger into a peerage 
( 3 ) . Of the lines of Dreux and 
Courtenai , the chief was John 
III. duke of Bretagne , descend- 
ed from Robert IV. fon of 
Lewis the Grofs (4). And, laft- 
ly, that of Burgundy defeended 
from Robert Ilk fon of king 
Robert , and the grand fon of 
Hugh Capet , the head of which 
was Eudcs, or Otho, IV. duke 
of Burgundy , grandfon by the 
mother’s fide to St. Lewis, and 
whofe filler, Joan , Philip de Va- 
lois had married (5). It is clear 
from this gehealogy, that none 
of thefe princes could pretend 
to a prior right, and therefore 
their i*tereft lay in fupporting 
that of Philipp de V alois ; becaufe 
this right of fucccffion being 
once eftablifhedjthey might all, 
in their turns, avail rhemfelvcs 
x>f the extinction of the males 
V the reigning houfe, which 
ha* been adlually the cafe of 
therAguly now upon the throne, 
in whori^are united the houfes 
of Navar^ and Bourbon (6). 
Let us next' Jpeak particularly 
of the houfe'-. alois ; Charles 
of France , thirU^fon of Philip 
V he- Hardy, count d^Vh/ois, A- 
lenfon , Charges, and* PePche, 
He efpoufed firft MatgArty of 
Anjou , and had by her two.-f. as 
and four daughters. Tho-^ldeft 
was Philip de Valois, the firft of 
th ^French monarchsof his line; 


(l) D:j Til'ct. 
( 4 ; l\ Dantd. 


Le Ctr.dre. (a) Dupleix. 

(5) Lhxeray. (Qj Favia. 


( 3 ) Gigli*!, P. Mmfl. 
Hijlotrt de Nava re. 


Charles* 
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was but his coufin c . He admitted the general principle that 
females ccmld,not inherit the crown of France, fomhis plain 
reafon, that otherwife the crown muft have belonged of 
right to the princefs, of whom the queen might be brought 
to bed, or to the queen of Navarre , who was the daughter 
of Lewis Hutifr, but, in admitting this, Edward only fet 
fide his mother’s right to eftablifti his own ; for though he 
acknowleged females incapable, yet he infilled that the males 

c Wal. Hemingford, de reb. geft. Edward II. v 

Charles , from whom fprung the of his predeceftors ; but, not- 
houfe of Ahn$on\ Joanna, who withftanding this, they weg ftill 
married William, count of He - numerous enough to give him 
nault, Holland, gnd Zealand ; great difquiet, and the force of 
Ifabdla , who efpoufed John , his kingdom was nothing com- 
duke of Bretagne ; Margaret , parable to what it is at prefent 
who became the wife of Guy de on the frontiers towards Spain ; 
Chat i lion , count de Blots ; Ka - the counts of Foix and Armagh 
therine , who died young. By nac were very powerful, and 
his fecond wife Katherine , foie fcarce fubjejfla at all ; G a/cony 
daughter and heirefs of Philip de was in the hands of the Englijk , 
Courtenai, fon of BaldwnW. em- whofe claims reached to all the 
peror of Confiantinople, and who the countries as far as the Loire; 
was herfelf crowned emprefs Bretagne was an independent 
by pope Boniface VIIIj he had duchy; in effett the king of 
a fon who died young, and Navarre had confiderable e- 
three daughters ; Katherine , Hates in Normandy ; the confta- 
who married Philip, prince of ble of France had two confider- 
Tare at um ; Joan , who efpoufed able^counties in Picardy ; Flan - 
Hubert de Artois, and Ifalel, ab- d^s and Artois were in an un- 
befs of Fonteverault. By his fettled condition ; the duchy 
third wife, Maud, the eldeft / and county of Burgundy, tho* 
daughter of Guy de St. Paul , y/ detached from the crown, were 
had a fon and three daugj^rs ; united to hirrWrom family con- 
Lewis, count de CharlrJ, who neflions ; the territories next 
died young ; Mary, fecond adjaceftt belonged to the dau~ 
Wife of Charles, duHg of Cala- phine of Vienne ;«tne county of 
hria, by whom (hf^'had the fa- Provence, wijb indf the city of 
mo us Jaat* quAn of Naples^Avignon, to the queen of Na~ 
lfahel,mrho duke fles ; the other half pf that city, 

•of Bo^hfpn^ytfanche, the firft with the county of VenaJ/tn, to 
wife ij i emperor Charles the pope; befides many Qtjier 
IV. (7) he great lords ftill counties and baronies in thf ( 
remaining in France were not, vyy center of the kingdom^ 

■ in point either of number or and the claim of ‘the houfe or 
power, any way comparable to Navarre to the counties pf 
whatthey had been in the times Champagne and Brie . 

, • 

{y) .lA^Qevire. P DanUL C by Ions. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIII* E e 
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descending from females had a juft claim*. The parlia- 
ment of France thought otherwife, and decided in favour of 
Philip, count of Valois , who thereupon affumed the title 
and authority of regent during the queen’s pregnancy e . 


Who, v[on All the perfecutions in the foimer reigns having failed of 
the 7«/v«\»producing any amendment in the adimniftration of the finan- 
heing tie- ccs> the regent thought it might contribute to his reputation, 
luvcrcd of an( j bri n g fome wealth into the treafury, if he called Peter 
a dauvjs- . lord of Monligny, who had for fomc time direfted 

li>o r zt'/e afliii rs, to an account, which he accordingly did; and 
and ^ * *J a judgment of the parliament, in which there were pre- 
croivned fent twenty-live barons and fifteen knights, the regent him- 


h/ig. felt pending, he was condemned to be hanged, and all his 
goods conlifcatcd, which, if wc believe the writers of thofc 
times, amounted to one million two hundred*thoufand livres. 


that is, about twenty millions of the prefent French money K 
The ftates of Navarre underftanding that the daughters of 


Philip the Long, and Edward III. of England , as the fon of 
the queen’s daughter, formed fome pretenfions to their 
crown, cut that^iifpute fhort, by proclaiming the daughter 
of Lewis Hut in, and fending a deputation to invite her and 
her hufhand, Philip, count of Evreux , to return into their 


dominions; which Philip permitted, after having engaged 
them to grant a kind of annuity of five thoufand livres to the 
daughter of Philip the Long , and t*> accept of an equivalent 
for the counties of Champagne and Brie, which, in virtue of 
this compofition, rcmaVaed annexed to the crown 8. On the 
firft of sJpril the queenMowager was delivered of a daugh- 
ter; upon which Philip immediately aflumed the name of 
king, notwithftanding Edward III. lent over ambafladors to 
claim his right, for which fev&al eminent lawyers had de- 
clared h . On the 29th of May Rowing he was crowned at 
Rheims, \\ith much fokmnity, and witHiut the leaft oppofition ; 
at which wc lhall the kfs wonder, whet we recoiled that he 
was a prince’kn the flower of his age, wl^reas his competitor 
was a youth^f about fixtecn, under the option of his mo- 


ther, and her paramour McartuiW \ On t^his account he 
received the furname of the Fortunate \ tt^jogb the Findings^ 
Who hated him for his father’s fake, ftiled him 'PtsJitoij[mive 9 
that is, Philip the Foundling , or the come by fhdtocp\ tr i?ig. 
It is faid that Robert de Artois was very aftive in Fhilip * s be- 
half, which is very probabfc, as he had married his After; 


% 

* Froissart, lib. i. * Continual Nang. Dupleix* 
f Mezeray. P. Henault. h Murimujh Chron. 

* W. Hemingford, de reb. geft.* Edward II. * 

but 
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bqt certainly his fervices are overvalued by fuch as attribute 
to his addrefs king Philip's attaining the crown k . He had 
the king’s ftvour and confidence, and this create® an opinion 
of his abilities and influence. 

Amongst the great peers, who aflifted at the ceremony of AJfifts 
the coronation, was Lewis count of Flanders , who carried the Lewis 
fword of ftate, and whom his fubjefts had driven out of his c ™ flt 
dominions, chiefly on account of his attachment to France * . ,1 " der9 
Philip , therefore, thought himfelf obliged in juftice and 
honour to reftore him ; and, having fpcedily alfembled a * n g S> 
very numerous army, marched direflly into Flanders , hc -whom be 
companied by the king of Navarre , the duke of Burgutidy , beats at 
and the principal nobility of France 1 The Flemings , tho* Caflel. 
their army was inferior to that of the king, encampdtf on the 
fide of a mountain, with the town of Cajfel behind them, 
ftrongly entrenched, and a river in their front. Philip was 
inclined to have attacked them in their camp, but the beft 
officers in his army difluaded him ; fo that if the Flemings 
had remained firm to their firft refolution, and a&cd entirely 
on the defenfive, the king, like fome of his predeceflbrs, had 
been obliged to retire, after wafting his Jflj&furc and his army m . 

But, on theeve # of St. Bartholomew , they attacked the king’s 
camp with fuch intrepidity and addrefs, that they were very 
near becoming mafters of his perfon. Philips however, be- 
haved with great courage; and, having given time for his 
troops to recollett tnemfelves, he attacked the Flemings in 
their turn, who had now loft the benefit of their fituation, 
with fuch fpirit, that they weni entirely defeated n . The 
lofs of this battle was the IoAlot Flanders ; for the king be- 
coming matter of Cajfel , *mrning it to the ground, and 
threatening every place that made refiftance with the fame 
fate, carried all before^.im, reftored the count, and left the 
Flemings humbled h/'nis power, but t^thout any relaxation ^ 
of their hatred tcynis perfon 0 . At his return Jp Paris , he , j 2 g‘ 
fummoned Wmjg'Edward to do Rim homage, and, receiving 
no fatisfaftorv anfwer, feized his revenues in France p. In 
Vegard to the fervices rendered by Rob ert d f Artois in the war 
cf Flanders ere&wUhis county of Beaumont-le-Roger 
ilPSL ^jKNtfage ; fo that at this time he was confidered as a 
declared q . 

k Cbroniques de Flanders, Haill an, Mezeray. 1 Cont. 

Nano. m Le Gendre, doulanvil. n Cont. Nano. 

P. JEmil. 0 Dupleix, Mezeray. p P. Viro. 

Walter Hemingford. .9 Le Gendre, P*Hainault. 

£ e \ ' The 
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Edward The next year Edward the third of England thought fit to 
HI. comes pafs the fea, and, having landed at Bologne , came to Amiens 
oyer into with a numerous retinue ; where he was very kindly received 
Prance, by Philip, who had with him the kings of Navarre , Bohei 
ana does hernia , and Majorca . Great difputes arofe about the nature 
omuge to t | le homage which the king was to pay; that is, whether 
Thflip at ltowas hegeor fimple ; the former including fervices, and an 
Amiens. oat ^ the latter being no more than an acknow- 

legement that the countries for which homage were done 
were fiefs dependent on the crown of France ; befides Ed - 
ward infilled, that fatisfaftion fhould be given him for the 
lartds that had been taken from the duchy of Guienne before 
he did homage. Philip, defirous of having this matter ad- 
jufied,*!onfented that Edward fhould render him homage in 
general terms, and fhould take time to examine his own ar- 
chives, and from thence determine which fpccies of homage 
was due : and as to the difpute concerning the lands in Gui- 
enne he was to have his a&ion before the parliament r . Upon 
thefe terms Edward did homage in the cathedral church .of 
Amiens , on the 6th of June, and returned very foon after to 
England s . Philip S£ L ed in this whole affair with great cau- 
tion and prudence ; he knew that the homage due to him 
was liege ; but confidering that the king muff then have ap- 
peared bare-headed, without arms or fpurs, aud have taken 
his oath upon his knees, he was perfuaded that the fpirit of 
a young man would not let him ftoop ?o that, and therefore 
he condefcended to this expedient, that he might receive the 
homage in any form, refermg to himfclf a right to have this 
afterwards explained in a manner more authentic, and which 
would anfwer his purpofe bettS* than the ceremony, if the 
king had condefcended to have gone through the proper 
form ; in which he fucceeded, not\^khftanding Edward had 
made a proteftatioti , before a notary afa^ndon, that, whatfo- 
ever he did, he did by compulfion, and through fear of 
A.D. lofing his lands, and that therefore it fhouKMpe no prejudice 
1329. to his juit rights’*! The fame year king Philip determined 4 
difpute concerning^?* 1 ^fiaft leal and lay jurifdifHons, in favour 
of the clergy, who held the mfel ynn, fom uab^qhtwjed thereby, 
that they fet up his ftatue, and gave him the title 
Is'orliped After a reafonable delay, Philip fent the duk^of^^Syl 
to make a ^ on > accompanied by fevcral great lords and learned law yerl*' 
declara- to the court of England , in order to obtairi the fatisfaftioa 

r Cont. Nang. P. • Walter Hemikgford, 

P. Viro. 1 Coat. Nanc. ■ Du Tillet, Bou- 
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that had been promifed to him ; and the affairs of king Ed- tlon fatis- 
ward being, at that time exceedingly embairaflcdj he found/*#'*? /» 
it requifite, after a previous examination of records, to grant ^French 
letters patent, in the moft clear and explicit terms, acknow - court * i ^ 0 ' 
ledging the homage to be fuch as king Philip had demanded, ^ v PhyJ*"i 
and allowing the homage he paid, tho* in general terms, to t0 bim% 
be underflood and taken as fuch ' v . What particularly de- 
termined Edward to this meafure was a new diflurbance in 
the duchy of Guienne , the inhabitants of which, believing 
they fhould have been fuppoited from England, made feme 
incurfions into France ; upon which king Philip fent his 
brother Charles duke of slkngon into that duchy, with an 
army, who took the town of Xainte and demolifhed th^ walls. 

Edward concluded from hence, that, if he rdufed the fatis- 
faftion dcfirecK he fhould be ftripped of all his dominions in 
France before he was in a capacity to defend them x . In the 
fummerhecame over into this kingdom, demanded reflitution 
of what had been taken from him, and feemed dilpofed to 
live upon good terms with the king ; which being all that 
Philip defired, he treated him with all n^fible refpeft, and 
gave him the fatisfaflion he demandecu Here the French 
writers feem to think the difpurcs between thefe piinccs had 
ended ; for, tho* they did not love, they efleemed each other 
highly, and had great apprehenfions of the reciprocal difturb- 
ances that each might treate in the othefs dominions, which 
made them willing to avoid a rupture, as being inconvenient 
to either in the prefent flatc of th*-ir affairs y. This difpo- 
fitiun, however, was quickly alterai, by means of a certain in- 
cendiary, whof? private intercfjror rather whofe violent re- 
fentment, induced him to leave no means untried to infpire 
Edward with an implacable avcrlion againfl Philips in which 
he fucceeded, and involved the two nayons’in a war, the 
moft fatal and blood/ that almofl any hiftory records, and 
which more than or/e brought the kingdom of France to the 
very brink of dr.Aru&ion. So fatal are ptfvate pailions, 
to the welfare of the greateft ftates 2 . ^ 

This jncendia ry was Robe r t de Artois . who being a prince Senten , "*/ 
of tke blood <&r?Snce 9 naving'married the king's lifter, and the par- 
havi^fej^ednim with great vigour and valour in the cabinet ha* eat 
andJSlfieTfleld, thought his fervices could never be paid, ageunft 
and that Philip was bound to accomplifli for him whatever ^obeit 
he defired, in whatever manned, and by removing whatever ^Artois, 

* Walter Hemingford, Pol. Virg. x Cont Nang. 

P. jE\1il. y P. Virg. z Me/e^ay, P. Daniel. 

E e 3 obftacles 



'422 The Hijlory of France. B.XIX. 

fu bo obftacles lay in the way a . He began by prcfenting a memo* 
thereupon rial when king Edward was at Amiens, defiring^ leave to ex* 
retires in - amine witnetfes in regard to his juft claim to the county of 
to Eng- Artois, which was granted. He next demanded a revifion 
Jana* of the judgment given by parliament in that caufe, on a fug* 
geftion that he could exhibit new proofs, which were abfo- 
lutely conclufive. He was indulged in this too, and the fuit 
was reduced to the fame ftate in which it flood before either of 
the two judgments were pronounced b . He then produced 
thefe evidences, which, upon infpe&ion, were found to bo 
forged ; and the very woman, by whofe contrivance this 
whole feenc was carried on, being feized, con felled the fatts, 
and made every thing as clear as poifiblc. The king la- 
boured as much as was in his power to prevail upon his bro- 
ther-in-law to ddifl from thefe pretenfions, and to have no- 
thing farther to do with thofe whom he had engaged'in thefe 
practices, which he promifed, but did not perform; fo that, 
at length, provoked by thefe and fome more criminal pra&ices, 
the king, after granting him various delays of juftice, at 
length, in full payment, pronounced an edift of banifh- 
pient and confifcation of all his eflates c . He retired upoi* 
this into the territories of the duke of Brabant , where he 
engaged in new intrigues; and Philip, having thereupon taken 
meafures for humbling the duke of Brabant, and having 
caufed his own fifler, for the fharc fhc had in her hufband’s 
finifler contrivances, to be arrefted, Robert de Artois with- 
drew, in the dilguifc of 'n merchant, with all the wealth he 
A.D. had amafled, into England where he was kindly received by 
1331. Edward, as well in regard td\^he fervices he was able to ren-' 
der him, as in refentment to the prote&ion afforded by Philip 
to David king of Scots ; who, tho* his own brother-in-law, 
Edward had difpofl^lTed of his do*gjnions d . Many of the 
French hiflorians, and amongft thefe folVje of great note, have 
con fide red* Philip's proceedings againft Ktiurt as flowing from 
a fpirit of impalpable periecution 6 ; wherefc others, by pro- 
ducing the origin^, proccfs, have vindicated the king’s conr 
du&, and fliewn, that, if he had fol lowed the advic£ of his 
parliament, in feizing the perl on' of 'RoPfrfy ^might e*fily 
have prevented the mifehiefs to which he was ek^gfofc»by 
‘ filtering him to rctiie as he did, and to feek /helper apSggfl: 
his enemies f . But with regard to Edward's creating him 

i 

a Cont. Chron. Nang. Froissart, lib. i. b Du 

Th.let, Pvj fciER ay. c Memoires de Rpbprt dVArtois. 

4 Cont. Chion. Nano. Ancien. Chronique de France. e Du 
Hilt, de franco- f Cpnt. Chron. Nang. P. jEmil. 
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earl of Richmond \ tho* affirmed by fome good authors, it is 
cert&inly a miftake g . 

Philip had lived upon exceeding good terms*with pope Philip W 
John the twenty-fecond, who feemed to be very defirous of Edward 
cftablilhing a newcroifade; in which, to fhew his obedi- both pre- 
cnce, and at the fame time to anfwcr other purpofes of his parcjor 
own, Philip (hewed himfelf very zealous, and, with the y**'* 
kings of Arragon , Naples , and Bohemia , took the crofs,^^'* 
tho* it has been very much doubted, whether he was at all in ^ €r 
earneft in regard to this expedition h . He raifed forces ; he liretaices 
took the neceffary meafures for aflembling a great fltet ; and . 
the doing this afforded a fair pretence for levying large fum6 
upon the clergy and laity, at the fome time that it gave a 
colour for negotiating on every fide, and, which was of 
more confequence than all the reft, gave occafion to the pope 
to interpofe with the king of England , and to proteft, ac- 
cording to the do&rine of thofe times, againft making any 
attempts on the dominions of a prince, who had taken a vow 
to employ his arms in defence of the gofpel againft the in- 
fidels *. On the other hand, Edward , tho* fcarce of full 
age, managed his affairs with great and add refs ; he 

had nothing fo much at heart as maintaining what he took to 
be a good title to*the crown of France , and at the lame time 
there was nothing of which he was fo much afraid as of the 
lofs of the duchy of Cuiennc , and the county of Pont him, 
before he was in a condition to profecutc that title. The firft 
thing he aimed at was fubduing Scotland ; yet, in older to 
this, he did not make war direfth 'upon king David Bruce , 

^but fuffered fuch of his nobitor'y as were inclined to aflift 
Edward Baliol to invade Scotjmid ; where, notwithftanding 
the alliftance of a French fleet, they gained great advantages, 
and, under pretence of giving them a new king, reduced 
the whole kingdom to ,:uifery k . As fo<*g as the four years 
truce was at anendyhe marched into Scotland in {x-rfon, and 
traverfed it from fJuth to north, penetrating at length as far 
as Caithnefs. Ftyilip, to favour his allies, iftfered fome ir- 
ruptions into Guienne , and at the fome jjpyminadc frefh com- 
plaints ^at Avia l ion o cd\ i Ft , who had fuccccdcd 

Jaffa. Ed n '0(t Tent his ambalfadors alfo to the pontif, of- 
^ubmit the diffeiences between them to his decifion, 
pfcdRHed liis inclination to go alio into the Holy Land with* 

* FiIoissart, lib. i. P. JE9i il. Ancicn. Chron. de France, 

Memoircs de Robert d'£ rtois. h LeGekdp.f, J. n e S h a ■ 
res. , 1 P. JEmil. Ancicn. Chron. de France, j ut oerres., 

k Cont. Chron. Na^c. Walter! Hei^ingford Chron. 
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Philip, and to leave all things in the fituation they tljen 
fto6d till their return *. He fent his ambafladors likewife to 
thp court of France ; where they complained of the injuries 
done him* follicited redrefs in the moft refpe&ful terms, and 
aflured Philip, that king Edward had nothing fo much at 
heart as preferving the peace between the two nations. But 
at the fame time he did this, he treated with the empefof 
Lewis of Bavaria , with the count of Holland and Zealand, \ 
with the count palatine of the Rhine, and other princes of 
Germany , and made no fecret to them of his intention to at- 
tack France, not barely about the wrongs he had fuftained 
in Guienne, but in fupport of his right to the crown of that 
realm, which Robert of Artois perfuaded him was indubit- 
able, and had fo high an idea of his own abilities, that as he 
boafted he made Philip de Valois king by his gddrefs, fo he 
now threatened to depofe him for his ingratitude tn . Lan- 
guage wild and paflionate indeed, but expreffive of that vin- 
dittivc vigilance, by which he went very far towards bring- 
ing it to pals. 

King Philip being informed of theft negociations, and 
perceiving clearly tTCL the pretence of taking the crofs was 
no longer of any ule, detached a fquadronpf his fleet againft, 
the infidels, and brought the reft, confifting chiefly of Geno- 
efe veflels, into the ocean ; where they might be employed 
againft the Englifh n . He made alliances likewife with the 
princes on his frontiers, particularly the king of Navarre ; 
and on the fide of Germany he brought into his intereft John 
of Luxemburgh , king of \Bohcmia, the dukes of Aujlria, 
and feveral great prelates irfjd peers of the empire In a** 
difpute of this nature it wasS)f great confequence which 
fide was taken by the Flemings . Their count Lewis declared 
without referve for king Philip, but his fubjefts were much 
more inclined to EdtDard, James Arbsvelle, a brewer, the 
moft able a#id the moft artful man in thataountry, governed 
them as much ps if he ha3 been their prince, and the ad- 
vantages derived'frqm the Englifh commerce determined him 
in favour of Edfo&d; who, at his requeft, patted the fea 
with a great navy, and d ebarkc.V iftffoerfc T V at Sluy^ P. 
In the firft councils that were held, it was refol vfe- ^ 

1 J. pE Serres, Mezeray. m Froissart, lib. T. 

Ancipn. Chron. de France, Memoires de Robert de Artois. 

P Cont. Chron. Nan q. GApui.Hift. P. AEmjl. ° Ancien f 
Chron. de France, Froissart, lib. i. Gagui. Hill. P. iEtojt, 
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fenjively, but for this there wanted a pretence ; the vaflals of 
the empire could not aft either by the orders, or e«en as allies 
of Edward, \vithout direftion from the emperor, and he was 
Under a treaty with France . This difficulty, however, was 
foon overcome ; the French had made themfelves matters of 
Cambray , the emperor rcfolvcd it fhould be retaken, auii. 

With a view to this, he created Edward vicar general of the 
empire, who befieged it without delay, tho’ John duke of 
Normandy , king Philip's fon, defended it with a numc-^us 
garrifon. Yet, after a fhort time, Robert de Artois prevailed 
Upon him to raife the fiege, and march into Picardy Philip 
covered his country on that fide like a captain of great ex- 
perience, and declined coming to a battle, tho* fome writers 
aferibe this conduct to Edward. However, the feat of war 
was again transferred into the Low Counter is, where Edward, 
with his forces, befieged Tournay ; to the relief of which 
Philip marched with a numerous and well-appointed army, 
but afted again with fo much caution, that Edward found 
himfelf in a manner blocked up in his camp ; and the counted 
dowager of Habiault, fitter to Philip, mother- in -Jaw to Ed- 
ward, and fifter-in-law to Robert de Af-tois, coming out of 
the convent to which flic had retired, interpofed with fo 
much fpirit and addrefs, that file engaged all parties to agree 
to a truce for a year * ; and might, perhaps, have brought 
about a peace if Ihe had furvived. 

But while thefe things were tranfa&ed by land, there L order to 
were alfo fome great things performed by fea. The French bring over 
fleet, or rather the fleet in the paj^of France, took two fhips the Hem- 
force, many trading vcfTels, committed great depredations in £ 5 ’ Ed. 
on the coafts, burnt the town of Southampton, and attempted ^ a,c * a f' 
defeents in feveral places ; and, notwithftanding they were'“^ rj t j * 
at length repulfed, did a great deal of m'^chief \ But king #*,**** 
Edward , in his paflage to Flanders, met wifh this fleet at fea, iv ra n C e. 
engaged and beat fc/after a very obstinate refi fiance. This 
was the firft great .maritime aftion that happen^ in the com fe 
of the war, and coft both parties very dear^j^e greateft part 
of king PJtilip ' s fleet was deft r oyed , jjk! rfeartwenty thoufand 
men $>erifned t (TeTTa^m e EngHJh had about feven 

tholi&nd^ivkilled, and their fleet fo roughly handled as to 
bfe ^ftBRb^rform nothing of confequence that year r . Philip , % 
following the comfe of his predeceflbrs, profecuted Edward 
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as a peer of France before the parliament, for receiving and 
fupporting Robert de Artois, after he had been condemned for 
treafon, anil for this direfted the duchy of Guienne and the 
county of Ponthieu to be feized ; in purfuance of which 
many places were taken, till the war on all fides was fuf- 
pended by the truce u . At the fiege of Tournay , Edward firfl: 
tfiok the arms, and afliimed publicly the title, of king of 
France , and this that he might engage the Flemings tp aft, 
who did homage to him as their monarch, that they might 
avoid the imputation of rebellion, and the forfeiture of two 
millions of florins which they flood bound to pay the pope 
upon their iaft treaty with Philip, in cafe they at any time re- 
volted againft the crown of France ; which they conceived 
to be eluded by their owning Edward's title, and afting againft 
Philip as the ufurper of that realm from the right heir w . 
Yet, upon the truce, they admitted the return of their count, 
who feafted Edward magnificently at Ghent, tho* he would 
not be pcrfifaded to enter into his intereft ; which was the 
more honourable, as this would have reconciled him to his 
fubjefts effeftually. 

A new and uftk^ked for incident revived the war even 
before the conclufion of the truce, and fpread its flames much 
wider than ever. Arthur the fecond efuke of Bretagne, 
prince of the blood, and peer of France, had, by Mary 
daughter of the vifeount de Linages, three foils, John, Guy, 
and Peter . By his fecond wife Poland, or Violante , daugh- 
ter of Robert count of Drcux , and Beatrix countefs of 
Montfort, which lady, at the time of her efpoufing the 
duke of Bretagne , was tNe widow of Alexander king o£ 
Scots, he had John de MontJS't, and five daughters x . The 
eldeft and the youngeft of his fons, of the firfl bed, lived 
and died without iffuc ; but Guy count de Pcnthievre left 
behind him an o®ty daughter, who* from an accident that 
befel hcr f while a child, was called Hopping Jane. Her uncle 
John the third duke of Bretagne wouhrlhave regarded her 
as his heirefs, having an implacable averfitfn to his mother- 
in-law and hisltoyrher John count de Montfort y . After con- 
triving various methods iv> fucceflfion, the 

duke at laft gave his niece in marriage to C^dr^trJeChatfllon, 
fecond fon to the count de Blots, by the After of 
whom the French hiftorians generally call Charles de fftStf* \ 

u Froissart, P. ASmil.' w Cont. Chron. Nang. 

* D’Argen. Hiftoire de Bretagne. 4 r Cont. Nang. Chron. 
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and to whom, in conjundlion with, and in right of, his 
wife, duke John caufed the Hates of Bretagne^ to fwear 
homage, not doubting that, after his deceafe, the king 
would fupport his nephew’s title, which was the pi incipal 
motive to the marriage. This duke dying in the month of 
April, John count de Montfort , in right of his mother, im- A.D. 
mediately feized his palace and treafures, which quickly cn* 1 34 1 * 
ahled him to make himfelf mailer of all the flrong places in 
the duchy a . As he knew the difpofition of the king and 
court of France , he had very little hopes of remaining long 
quiet ; and therefore, to fecure himfelf a protection equal to 
that on which his competitor depended, he went over to 
England \ and offered to do homage to king Edward , cither 
as king of France , on whom it depended by the new creation, 
or as king of A/t gland, fince in quality of duke of Normandy , 
which he claimed independent of his right to the crown of 
France , Bretagne depended anciently on him, and was but a 
remote fief of the crown of France . Edward entertained him 
kindly, received* his homage, promifed him fupport, and 
fent him back to Bretagne b . On the ojhcr hand, Philip 
caufed him to be fummoned to anfwerjftl**his condufr before 
the high court of parliament, and {wGbably granted him a fafe 
conduct ; for he went to Paris , made his excufes to the 
king, and remained there fome time ; but, fufpefting a de- 
fjgn to fccure his perfqp, he withdrew fccrctly, and retired 
into his own country. The parliament proceeded however, 
and at length declared the right of fucceflion belonged to the 
countcfs dc Pcnthicvrc, and the king ordered his fon John 
^luke of Normandy to put thgrfady and her hufband into 
pofleffipn of the duchy of Bretagne c . John de Mcnifort 
exclaimed againtt this fentcncc as unjufl, aud as given at the 
follicitatiou and out of complaifance to the king; in which 
there leans to be fome foundation, linceNie was brother to 
the dcccafed duk^yand confequently nearer in bfcod than 
his niece, and heir male, and therefore to be preferred to a 
female : and it \tfas not a little ftrange, that he, who was 
capable j>f taking the crown of/mwt^fl^Iefcent, fhould 
havfr no title fief of that crown d . 

The pli of Bretagne feemed to be determined almoft as Robert 
foqpShr'if'feegan ; for the duke of Normandy entering that & Artois 
duchy with a numerous army, John de Montfort threw him- JUdn in 

m 
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(elf into Nantes , and made all the difpofitions requifite^ for 
an obftina<ce defence ; but the duke having corrupted one of 
his officers, the place was betrayed into his hands, together 
with the perfon of John de Montfort , who was fent prifoner 
to Paris, and confined there in the tower of the Louvre*. His 
vife, the daughter of the count of Flanders , retired into 
Hcnnebon, which was a place of great ftrength ; and, having 
prevailed upon the garrifon and inhabitants to rifle all in her 
defence, and in that of her fon, a child in the' fifth year of 
his age, file fpared no pains to encourage or to augment 
the party of her hufband. His competitor Charles de Bloti 
marched with a confidcrable force to befiege her in Henncbon ; 
upon which file fent Amaurc de Clijfon into England to fol- 
iicit fuccours from king Edward , and with him the young 
prince her fon, that he might be fafe. Charles, who looked 
on the reduftion of the place as a certain prelude to the con- 
queft of Bretagne , pulhed the fiege with all the warmth ima- 
ginable, and was on the very point of taking Hennebon and 
the duchefs, when the Englijh fuccours arrived, under the 
command of Walt V^de Manny, an excellent officer ; who, 
with a handful of tLops^ did all that couffl be expefted 
from him ; but had probably been opprefled by numbers, if 
the countefs had not very artfully procured a truce, which 
gave her an opportunity of going over in perfon to England ; 
where, the truce between the two cro*ms being expired, (he 
procured a powerful fuccour, commanded by Robert de 
Artois , with whom fhe embarked on board a fleet of forty* 
five fail. In their pailage, "hey met and attacked the French 
fleet, commanded by Lewis at la Cerda, whom the hiftorians 
of thofe times call Lewis of Spain, but were feparated by a 
florin f . On their arrival in Bretagne , the war revived with 
great fpirit, in w^;ch, as in the fight at fea, the dnehefs 
afted in perfon. Robert de Artois made himfelf matter of 
Vannes , which was foon after retaken by the French , and 
Robert de Artois, with much difficulty, made his efcape. 
The wounds h^^jeived proving dangerous, he embarked 
for England ; where he J : e d ghnut 1 .t hg m iddle of Qftober, 
and was buried with great folemnity A very 

fortunate event for king Philip , and which affecreos ^y : nrd 
k fo much, that he refolded to go over in perfon to^rerugi.e 
to revengeit ; which he accordingly performed with a greater 
force than had been hitherto employed on that fide g . 

• Cont. Nano. Chron. Du Tillet. 9 Froissart, 
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A p eagernefs to perform fomething very extraordinary King Ed- 
prevented him from doing at all what he though* to have ward, af- 
done at once; for, perceiving there was no confiderable army * tr an wa- 
in the field to oppofe him, he laid fiege to Nantes , Rennes/ UCC, J S M 
Vannes , and Guignan , at the fame time. The duke of Nor • c J m P ai l n 
mandy , who knew thofe places were well provided, made noi* “ re ~ 
great hafte to feccour them, that the Englijh army might be 
harraffed by the fatigue of thofe fieges, and that he might pacify. 
have time to augment his own h . At length, hearing that//**/ 
Edward had taken Guignan , he marched towards Rennes ; 
and, the enemy having raifed the fiege, he proceeded to 
Nantes , the fiege of which wa3 likewife raifed at his ap- 
proach, and the whole of Edward's army aflembled about 
Vannes ; where the duke of Normandy , having feme officers > 
about him of great experience, and being guided by their 
counfel, formed a blockade at a great difiance ; and, though 
Edward took every method he could devife to provoke him, 
yet he continued fiill in the fame fituation, till, by the intcr- 
pofition of the new pope Clement the fixth, a truce was con- 
cluded, and Edward returned into Englandwiih. lefs advan- 
tage than from any campaign he ever By this treaty 

John de Montfort obtained his libcrflj* and, tho’ lie was for- 
bid to leave Paris , yet he took the firfi fair opportunity of 
leaving it privately, and returning again to Bretagne. As for 
the conferences held at Ayignon, in the prelence of the pope, 
they were far from advancing the peace, but they had this 
good confequence, that the truce was prolonged for three 
V^ears, and this for France and England, as well as Bretagne , 

51 Miami, Guienne , and the Low C^mtries, the allies on both 
fides being included k . 

It feems to have been the view of Philip, in concluding the King Phi- 
firfi truce, to nKike way, if pofliblc, for ^ peace; for tho’ lip, by an 
hitherto his lofles had not been great, yel he found that aft of ft- 
Edward had fo man j advantages, and, was fo capabl^of im- verity* 
proving them, that the war exhaufted his fubjqSs fo much, *j[wdt 
and had befides fo many inconveniencies, that he would wil- Edward 
lingly have ended it ; w hich he fiaUfl pecnil'mielf, after the an °PP or ~ 
death Robert taight*hffve been practicable K As^”/^/° 

ioon as he ytffc ronvinced it was not, he applied himfelf to width* 
ftrengtjjtn® alliances he had already formed, and to make fruc * t 
fuch acquifitions as might prove beneficial to his family. Ke 
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met with fome fuccefs in the former, and more efpecially in 
the promffe of naval afliftance from Spain , and much greater 
in the latter, by his treaty with Humbert the fecorid dattphin 
of Vicnnois , of which we (hall ha ve occafion to fpeak more largely 
hereafter, and by the purchafe of the lordfhip of Montpellier 
•from the unfortunate king of Majorca , of which we have 
already given an account in its proper place m . He might have 
done more in reference to both, if the war had not broke 
out fooncr, and with greater violence than ever, by a breach 
of the truce, as fome writers fay, on the part of king Edward; 
but, in reality, from an inexcu fable aft of cruelty, flowing 
from that impe-tuofity of temper which was the great fource 
of all Philip' s misfortunes. He had concluded a marriage 
between his fecond fon Philip duke of Orleans , and the prin- 
cefs Blanch , the daughter ot his predecefJor Charles the Fair ; 
and, to heighten the folcmnity of the wedding, had appointed 
a tournament n . On the faith of the truce, Oliver de Clijfon, 
who had ferved with reputation on the fide of Charles de 
Blais, had been made prifoner by the Englljb , and been ex- 
changed for an E.ipjjjh earl, came to Paris , with feveral other 
gentlemen of Bretaj'c# (hare in thefe diver fions, Soon 
after their arrival, the lung ciu fed dijfon and eleven more to 
be arrefteJ, upon fome fufpicion that they held intelligence 
with John de Montfort , or with king Edward \ and, without 
any form of law, caufed them to bs- beheaded in prifon. As 
the blood of the nobility had hitherto been facred in France , 
rhis aft of violence excited terror and jealoufy amongfl: them, 
and ftruck all France with confternation °. When the news 
of it came to Edward , he was fo incenfed, that he was On 
the point of putting all the French prifoners in his hands t® 
death ; but Henry of Lancajler earl of Derby difliiaded 
him, by faying^tthat it was not the way to efface a bad 
prccedqpt by making a worfe : upon which the king fent for 
Henry de Leon , and told him, that tho’ he might as well put 
him to death* as Philip had done his countrymen, or infift up- 
*345* an a very lai’j^i^nfom, as he was the'richelf gentleman in 
Bretagne, yet he would b e conten t with a very fjpall one, if 
he would go to Paris, and, in bis nSlflfe*\iefy Philippe Pa- 
tois ; tell him, that he looked upon the trucV ^^io , longer * 
fubfifting, and that he would never conclude till he 

had revenged the death of thefe unhappy gentlemen p . 

i. 
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•The firft efforts were made in Gitienne , to which the earl firft 
of Zkrijtf was fent with a ftrong fquadron, and^i numerous the events 
corps of troops on board. He managed the war with great of the war 
fuccefs, and defeated the count de Lijle , who commanded for 
king Philip on that lide. John de Montfort difplayed his^J^J^* 
banners again as duke of Bretagne , and, with the nffiftaflce 
of fome Englijh troops, befieged Qnimper ; but the place was \\^% n a ll 
fo ftrongly fortified and fo well defended, and his own troops jtdes . 
in fo poor a condition and fo ill provided, that he was con- 
ftrained to raife the fiege ; the difgrace of which affeffed him 
fo ftrongly, that he died loon after of difeontent, leaving his 
fon a kind of hoftage in England , and his broken fortune to 
the care of that heroine his fpoufe In Flanders things 
took the like turn ; king Edward not only went thither, but 
carried with him alfo his foil, afterwards the famous black 
prince, in hopes that, through the intereft of his friend 
Artevclle y for fo Edward always called him, the Flemings 
might be induced to leave their natural prince, and accept 
either of him or his fon. Ilis agent did all that was in his 
power, but ill vain ; the proportion rejefted, and the 
commons of Ghent entertaining frim*Auipicion of Artevelle , 
who remained bdiind, the reft fct their deputies ran into a 
tuihult on his return, and beat out his brains r . Thus far 
things went well for king Philip , even without his own af- 
iiftance ; but the earPof Derby was (till viftorious in Gui- 
enne y and pu filed his conqucfts as far as Angoulefme . The 
king ordered his fon, the duke of Normandy , to march 
againft him ; but was unable to or ovide him with a competent 
army for want of money. He nad forefeen this want, but 
did not think it would lb foon have come upon him. fie had, 
however, endeavoured to provide againft it, by impofing that 
tax upon fait which ftill fubfifts s . Thi^furniflied him with 
money indeed ; but it came in flowly, was attenc(gd with fe- 
veral infurre&iot* and univerfal difeontent At length the 
duke of Normandy marched with a hundred thoufand men 
againft the earl of Derby , who had ngt^&ird part of that 
numbei* recovered ^oJft.oLthe^aj^F conquefts. and, by de- 
grees, prefil>Vfiifn io hard, that he was forced to fend to 
kin& fyhu'ard and demand relief, without which it was im- 
ptffifife to fave Guiennc , which the war had already almoft* 
ruined u, 

* Cont. Nang. Chrou. Ancien. Chron. de France, P. JEmil. 
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While Kitts Philip, having exerted his utmoft force afleinW)ng 
Philip and completing the army of the duke of Nommufyr -relied 
mMiatet upon that for refilling the Englijh , not poly as diear forces 
the inva- at prefent under the earl of Derby, now by his. father’s 
J*2 n death Income earl of Lancajler, but Jikcwife when they 
Edward * be au g mei >tcd by the troops .which he knew king Ed- 

debarks a war( ^ was bringing thither in perfon; and therefore he medi* 
greet* army ttted an invafion on England \ in the king's abfence, which 
i n N or . J was to be facilitated by an irruption of the Scots; and with 
mandy. this view he had a great number of Genccfe veflcls in his 
ports, and feme thoufands of crofs-bow men, who were to 
embark as foon as the king had appointed a place for his fleet 
to aflemble. He had alfo fet on foot a frefh negodation with 
the Flemings, and bad made them very considerable offers, 
if thty would return to his obedience, and 'that of their 
count w . While he was tiling the propereft means to carry 
thefc important piojefts into execution, Edward, having 
drawn together four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand 
archers, twelve thoufand Welch , and fix thoufand Irijh foot, 
embarked them onifogard eight hundred tranfports, and, ef- 
corting thefe with a h^^.of.two hundred and ‘fifty fail, em- 
barked in perfon on i he 4 r j i of July , with an intention to 
land either at Bayonne or B curd can x ; but being twice drove 
back by contrary winds, which threw him, with no fmall 
hazard, on the coall of Cornwall, he°began to liften to the 
advice Geoffrey brother to the count de Har court x . Thi-s 
gentleman had not only been of the council, but was alfo a 
dedai ed favourite, to king ghilip, till, by fuch degrees that 
are but too common at courts, 'he was difgrnced; and, know- 
ing the violence ot his mailer’s temper, fled about two years 
before into England, where he was very kindly received, and 
much efteemed by JJ.dward. This Geoffrey had, from the 
beginning, remonftrated to him, that Guiennc and Poitau. 
were in themfelves countries not over fruitful, and were by 
this time wholly, exhaufted, having been fo long the feat of 
war ; whereas A T TWtfndy (which was his own country), was 
very rich and fruitful, rlu^^ torge towns indifferently for- 
tified, and where, on account of taxcslvMh'^ey thought 
illegal, and for various other reafons, the gentletfi^w/ffe 
’highly difgufted with Philip and his government : andSMvr*, 
finding that he could not execute his purpofc, Edward. 
very wifely altered it, and, directing his courfe to the oppo- 

w Contiu. Nang. Chron. Gagui. tlift. Ancicn. Chronique 
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fite fhorc* debarked his troops at La Hague r . He there di- 
vided his forces into three bodies, commanded by himfelf, 
the earl of JFarwick, and Geoffrey Harbourt , wit ft which he 
fptead deflation 011 every fide 1 Qarentan , St. Lo , and Vc - 
were taken fword in hand, and pillaged : Roucn % 
better fortified, might have efcaped ; but the count d'Eu and 
the earl of Tancarville having retired thither with 'he militlh 
of the adjacent country, the townfmen would needs have 
them give the Englijh battle ; which they being perfuaded, 
or rather compelled, to do, were not only defeated, but 
beat into the town, and the place taken, with the constable 
and the count, a prodigious (laughter, and an immenfe 
booty *. Edward then advanced up the Seine as high as 
Poijft , within lefs than twenty miles of Paris , from whence 
lie feat to challenge Philip either to a battle or (ingle combat; 
and, receiving no anfwer, retired into his own county of 
Ponthieu , ill order to refrefli and recruit his army, being 
now inclined to march into Flanders , having received frefh 
invitations from the Flemings a . 

Manv of his allies, and mod of his great vaflab, having phjjjp 
joined king Philips the fight of fo numerous an army, and ^ , m hks 
fuch a croud of nobility, induce'*,*!^ prince to hope, that, bis uiliet 
in the firft tranfport of their reTentment, they might over- and the 
whelm the reduced army of his antagonift Full of this whole 
opinion himfelf, or influenced by thole who were, he fcl* f of C(/ 
lowed the Englifb with # all poffible diligence b . King Edward , rea j m * ln 
who had now in view a retreat into Flunks s y d 'reded his oraer to 
march towards the l iver Somme, in order to pafs into Artois ; iVWif* 
ifcbut found it fo well guarded, tjfcit it was impoflible: upon 
this, he ordered proclamation to be made amonrft his pri- 
foners, of whom he had fifteen or fix teen thouland, that, 
if any of them could fhew him a ford, he would give him 
his liberty, with that of twenty more, a fum of money 
into the bargain. One of the prifoners accepted th* propofal, 
and led him to th£ ford of Blanquetaque ; whjre the Enplijb 
pafled in fpite of the oppofition given them by fix hundred 
crofs-boWs, and the like number ofhorfc -gfl theodier fide ; 
and havtog reached r .W/:l!age <'S* 8 fe[fy i four leagues beyond 
Abtitville, encamped in the neighbourhood c . King Philip 
pafled fame night in the laft-mentioned town, and in the % 
mflrrimg continued the puriult, not with that ldfure and 

* 7 P. jEmil. * Cont. NAN.t^hron. Chronique de St. Denis, 
DuTillbt. * Ro%. De Avesbury, Jr ROlSs ART, Chro- 
niques de Fland. P. ^Emil- b P. Dv TIllet. 
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prudence which he had fhewn upon other occafionsj but 
like a man led by his palfions, and who meafured the glory 
of hisvi&ory by the number of the {lain. 

The f am- He came up with the Englijb about four in the afternoon, 

embattle and a battle enfuing, was defeated with great daughter* 1 . 
tf/'Crefly The next day’s lofs was little, if at all, inferior to this ; for 
MrPon~ vaft body of militia from all the adjacent countries, marcli- 
thieu, in j^g * m order to join the king’s army, fell in unexpectedly with 
•which the a b 0 dy of Englijb troops ; and, being eartly beaten, were moft 
of them put to the fword. The king,, who behaved very 
totalF 'de S allantl y himfclf, and was carried from the battle by force, 
felted. f ent f°C the duke of Normandy , to join the remains of his army, 
J * while the viOorious Edward continued his to march to the 
fea, and doled the campaign by inverting Calais e , as a place 
very commodious for his defigns. 

The im* The town of Calais was obftinately defended by Its in- 
fort a nt habitants, which obliged Edward to fortify his camp, and 

town f t0 ta k e g rcat precautions for the continuance of the fiege : 
Calais /r ; n t i lc mcail time king Philip, being joined by his fon the 
va j duke °* Normandy, and having drawn forces from every 
, w ^ r ’ part of his dominions, took the 0 rijlamc from theabby of St. 
lafur con- Denu > and, with ku. army of one hundred thoufand men, 
fentsto * marched to the place lieir^gcd. When he arrived at a con- 
jruce. venient dirtance, he difpatched fome officers, until orders to 
view the enemy’s camp ; who found it covered by a llrong 
regular line, within which were warm convenient huts for 
the foldiers, places of arms at proper dirtances, convenient 
markets, in which all forts of nccdTarics were fold at an eafy 
pi icc f . They offered hinj battle in the name of king Philip ; 
to which he anfwered coolly, that he did not mean 
give him battle, but to take Calais ; and, at their return, 
they reported the Enghjb to be fo well ported, that it would 
be great imprudence to venture ail atiadc. Philip carried his 
point in regard to the young count of Flanders , whom his 
iubjc&s invited home, received him with, great affc&ion, and 
would have fcyirried him to the princefs Ifabella , daughter to 
;\.D. king Edward^h ut he, deceiving them, efcaped to Paris, 

1 3-)7. where, by the advTi^afcjring Philip, he efpoufed J^largaret, 
daughter to the duke of tho* a pqint of 

confequence, afforded but very little confolatioa (or the lofs 
* of Calais ; which, after it held out near a year, fun rendered 
on terms which only high refen tment could impofe, or the 

a 
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deepeft neceffity admit. Six of the principal inhabitants Were 
to be given up to Edward \ who declared his intention to put 
them to death. This treaty mutt have been ineffeftual, if 
fix of the chief burghers had not offered themfelves, and 
went out in their fltirts, with halters about their necks, to 
throw themfelves at Edward's feet, who fternly ordered their 
execution ; from which they were, with difficulty, faved by 
the queen, upon condition they left the place, and never 
returned any more. They were honourably received, and 
amply provided for by king Philip °. Edward , once matter 
of the place, turned out all the inhabitants, and replaced 
them by his own fubjefts. The war was not more fortunate 
for Philip on any fide. In Guienne , the earl of Lancafter 
not only recovered whatever places the duke of Normandy 
had taken, but added alfo to his conquefts the port of St . 

John d'Angeli* Poitiers, Niort , and Xaintes?. The widow 
of John dc Mont/ort defeated Charles de Blois in Bretagne 9 
and made him prifoner, with his two fons ; and, while her 
confort befieged Calais , the queen of England beat the Scots, 
and took David Bruce their king q . Things were in this 
ftate when a legate from the pope interpofed, to the nofmall 
fatisfaftion of Philip ; and Edward ._ knowing the diforder of 
his finances, readily yielded to a\i uce, which he afterwards 
prolonged for three years 

The return of peace could not but be welcome to a nation The county 
in the mott diftreffed condition. All the country from Paris a/’Dau- 
to the lea was laid defolate and watte, and beyond the Loire phine an- 
all was in the fame condition. A famine fucceedcd to the war, nexedto 
\and to that a plague, which fwegj away multitudes ; but this 
vifitatiOn was not peculiar to France , having ravaged jdfia 
and Italy before, and continued its deadly progrefs to the 
very extremities of Europe \ His misfortunes foftened the an * at 
heart of Philip , fo that, when Geoffrey m^c Har court thiew 
himfclf at his feet, with a fcarf about his neck, the form 
of a cord, he raiferi him up with great kindnefs, and forgave 
him* An attempt made upon Calais , tho* wilBout the king’s 
knowlege, might eafily have revived the^nr-; but king Ed- 
ward geing thither ijj^perfon, .jprftrtaaking prifoners all 
wh<f were embarkeS in that expedition, whom he ranfomed 
at a high rate, and Philip difavowing the aft, the truce fub- 
fifted‘^5 if no fuch thing had happened *. The dauphin of * 

° Chronique de France. P. JBtaiL. V Rob. de Aves* 
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Vimiois $ notwithftanding repeated ceflions of his eftates, tn 
cafe he died without heirs, after the death of his firft wife 
was inclined to marry ; and having cart his eyes upon Jhart 9 
daughter to the duke of Bourbon , Philip, whpfe talent was 
negotiation, prevented that match, by interpofing his grand* 
fon Charles , who efpoufed the lady ; and the dauphin, who 
was of a foft and pliant temper, refolved thereupon to quit 
the world, to take the order of St. Dominick , and at the 
fame time relinqnifh his territories to Charles , the firft of 
the blood royal of France , who bore the title of Dauphin u - 
The duchefs of Normandy f daughter to the king of Bohemia , 
and filler to the emperor Charles , dying, the king thought 
fit himfelf, being alfo a widower, tojnopofe a match for his 
fon with the princefs Blanch , filler to Charles the Wicked , king 
of Navarre ; but, when he came to fee her, he was fo 
charmed with her beauty and prudence, thtft he efpoufed 
her himfelf, and obliged his fon to marry the countefs of 
Rologne , widow to Philip of Burgundy count of Artois, and 
the mother of Philip, the laft duke of Burgundy of that 
race w . Thefe marriages occafioned great rejoicings, which, 
however, Were of no long continuance ; for his young queen, 
who was fcarce fevefc^n, became a widow in Ids than a 
year, the king dying of a idort illnefs at Chartres en Beauce > 
on the 2 2d of Augujl, in the tweniy- third year of his reign, 
^ and the fifty-feventh of his life*, leaving the queen with 

1350.' child. His misfortunes, joined to the haftinefs of his tem- 
per, made him little regretted, more efpedally as an opinion 
prevailed, that his perfon was unlucky, notwithftanding the 
iurname of Fortunate , whi^h he acquired at his acceffion to^ 
the throne Yet, it may 'be truly laid, thefe vulgar opi* 
uionsdeferve little notice, fince the cares and forrows attend* 
ing it might well induce Philip to doubt, whether he had any 
reafon to boaft his good fortune in obtaining the crown ; and, 
on the other hand, if we refteft on the great acceffions of 
territory lie procured, and how near he*was obtaining the 
noble duchy Vf Bretagne , if the Hates would have con* 
fented, we can -fe^ly efteem him unlucky®. In Ihort, like 
other princes, and iiicttot&dj&e other ^nen^ in fome things he 
was profperous, and in others not; or' rather, his viCws> 
falling in with thole of Providence, were accomplifhed, and 
when contrary were defeated, tho’ ever fo well concerted. ' 

* Coat* N a nc. Chron. H Moire de Dauphine. w Ancierv. 
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Oh th£ demife of his father, John duke of Normandy af- John 
cended the throne of France , with as general an approbation o/Nor- 
as any of his predeceflors ; and indeed there were many rea- man dy 
fons why his fubjerts might expert an extraordinary degree 
of eafe and happinefs under his reign. He was forty years of bls 1*1 «T f 
age, had always behaved very dutifully towards his father, bevin- 
commanded armies often, fhewed much courage, and no n i„gofhis 
want of condurt, in the execution of thole commands; and, nigtiwitb 
having had a large (hare in the adminillntion of affairs the death 
in his father’s life-time, felt the weight of the crown no of tht 
greater than he was well able to bear at his acceffion a . He conflahle 
was crowned, with his fecond wife Joan of Bohgnc, on the Rodolph 
26th of September \ and, to grace this folemiuty, made his rout 
fon Charles, the dauphin, knight, together with his fccond an f * j01 “ 
fon Lewis, his brother Philip duke of Orleans, and the fon L * 
of his confort, Philip duke of Burgundy . He proceeded 

from Rhcims (lowly to Paris, and made his public entry into 
that capital, on the 17th of OHohcr , with great fplendour 
and the loudeft acclamations, the f'eafts upon this occafion 
lading a whole week b . This /cene pf mirth and joy was 
very fpcedily difhirbed, by an a(^ r verity ; which (hewed 
that John inherited the difpofition, as well as the dominions, 
of his father. Rodolpb de Brienne, count of Eu and of Guines, 
conftable of France (wjiich office his father had executed be- 
fore him), had made three or four trips into France, fince the 
time he had been made prifoner by the Englijh in Normandy , 
under colour of procuring money to pay his ranfom, which 
had been fixed at fo large a fum As eighty thoufand crowns c . 

Being at this time in Paris , the king caufed him to be ar- 
refted, and three days after beheaded, without any trial, in 
the prefence of the duke of Bourbon, and fome other lords. 

It was given out, that, at his death, he Ponfeffed his having 
entered into engagements with king Edward . The crime 
charged upon him was, that he had confcn^d to let that 
monarch have his county of Guines ; which, lying in the 
neighbourhood of Calais, was at thatjig&fttire of the utmoft 
importaiffce ; and ensufe the ifftSnner of his punifliment it 
was # alleged, that, from the examples of Robert de Artois and 
Geoffg^ de Harcourt , the king had rcafon to fecure hhnfelf • 
agSinlt the confequences of a third inftance of the like kind d . 

But all this did not fatisfy the mobility, who looked upon the 
artion with horror, and were terrified with the apprehenfion 

• Froissart, P. A£mil. J. de Serres. b Cont. Nang. 
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of fuch a precedent. Their apprehenfions were not at all 
Jeflened by 1 the manner in w_ : h a;t king difpofed of the 
eftates of the deceafed. The conllable’s (word he bellowed 
on Charles de la Cerda, great grand fon to Alonfo the Wife , by 
the father’s fide, and Handing in the fame degree of relation 
to St, Lewis by his mother : the county of Eu he gave to 
John de Artois , the fon of Robert ; but, though both were 
his near relations, neither had merited any thing of the 
ftate, but derived thefe benefits purely from the king’s fa- 
vour e . The county of G nines was left to the daughter of 
the deceafed, who efponfed Walter de Bricnne, titular duke 
pf Athens , and who in procefs of time became alfo confta- 
ble of France , The king being very fenliblc of the uneafi- 
pefs of the barons and the noblefTe, endeavoured to diflipate 
their fears by a great variety of court diverfidtas, and infti- 
tuted the order of the ftar f , that he might attach a confider- 
^ble number of them to his perfon ; which, though it had 
fome effeft, did not anfwer his intentions in any great degree. 
The inftitution of the garter by Edward produced this 
protefl. t 

The truce As it was not the of peace, but merely a fenfc cf 

wry ill weaknefs on both Tides, tftat originally produced and hi- 
hept, and therto prolonged the truce, fo it was never very ftritflly ob- 
yet renew- f cVve j on either fide. The French made an inroad into Xain- 
edby the f 0fJ g e% un der the command of marflfal Offemont , who was 
/<M; ® defeated and taken prifoner; but they had better fortune 
under 'the * n blockade of St John de Angeli , which, though a fea- 
mediation P ort » furrendered for wai\* of providon p . On the other ^ 
tf the pope. nand, Sir Aumary de Pavia, who was flill governor of Ca- 
lais, coirupted the officer who commanded in Guines, and 
fo took it, as if by fur prize. As this blow was felt, king 
John complained {Jwt the truce was violated ; but Edward 
Vindicate^ himfelf, by faying that he had looked upon the 
truce as a kind of merchandize, of which both were to make 
ufe, and that 'as John had got a port on one fide, he had 
borrowed a fortress £n the other h . Sir Aumary, who, tho* 
very brave, was an abtomgfi. knave, .encouraged by tfhis fuc- 
cefs, attempted to furprize St. Omers, m which Geoffrey 
Charni commanded, hut he gave him fo warm a reception, 
that, after an obftinate and bloody difpute, his troojSlPbeivig. . 
defeated, he was, by an unlucky fall from his horfe, taken 
prifoner; and, in return for his having cheated Geoffrey of 

r 
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twenty thoufand crowns for the file of Calais, where he was A D, 
alfo taken prifoner, and forced to pay a great ^mfom, he *3$*- 
now caufed Sir Aumary to be tore to pieces with wild horfes k 
In Bretagne the war was carried on with more heat than 
ever between the houfcs of Montfort and Bids; and, in 
ffiort, every thing tended to an open revival of the war, jjp 
foon as both parties fliould have recruited their forces, in 
which John had fonie advantage, by his brother-in-law, 

Charles of Luxemburg h, becoming emperor k . The next 
year the truce was again prorogued. At this time Charles , 
king of Navarre , having taken pofTcflion of his dominions, 
returned to the French court, where he was bred, and where 
he was admired and beloved, as one of the mod: gallant and 
accomplished princes of that age. At firil he alleged en- 
tirely the chafafter of a man of pleafure, which he found to 
be mod acceptable at court ; and having, by this means, ren- 
dered himfclf wonderfully agreeable to the queens, for there 
were then three, he carried his fird point of marrying the 
princefs Joan, the king’s daughter, without difficulty *. He 
then complained that the county of Angoulcfme , being ruined 
by the war, it was but jud thdi thcjpfs he fudained thereby 
fliould be repaired; and fe^rtinplaces being bedowed upon 
him in Normandy gave that county to his favourite 
the condabl cghArlcs o TSpain, which fo provoked the king of 
Navarre , who had a iftind to keep that too, as we have ihewn 
in another place, that he caufed that unhappy prince to be 
killed in his bed, owned and judified the fa<d, and at length 
compelled the king to grant vyhat terms he thought fit to 
demand, with a full pardon for his accomplices : and tho’ 135a. 
he fubmitted in perfon to a kind of convittion before the 
parliament of Paris , yet it was upon an aflurance of .having 
his grace, and, which is much more extraordinary, having 
king John’s fecond fon delivered him tft a hodage till the 
ceremony of his difmifllon fliould be over, whiclf ierved on- 
ly to debafe the king, to heighten the amtyiion of Charles , 
and to augment his party m . 

In another place we have givegjj^riara&er of this prince, Charles le 
wfiom the French ftife Charles the Wicked, and who was in- Mauvais, 
deed one of the mod dangerous enemies the king or king- ** n Z °f 
dom ever had. it fhaH Siffice, therefore, here to obferve^ Navarre, 
that, exclufivc of that title which, in his mother’s right (the cau f es ex ~ 
daughter of king Lewis Hut iit), Charles thought he had to all, farrafT™" 
he alfo pretended to the duchy of Burgundy , the counties of ment fi n 

France. 
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Chambagne and 2?r/>, with fome other places, which had be- 
longed to feme or other of his anccftors n . His method was 
to advance his pretentions fingly and feparately; and as foon 
as he had obtained ail equivalent for one he fet up another, 
at the lame time treating with the Englijh , and with fuch as, 
from particular prejudices were become malccontents °, 
The king, being acquainted with thefe praftices, bellowed 
the duchy of Normandy upon his fon the dauphin, and or- 
dered him to fuze the king of Navarre's cflates. This 
brought Charles out of his regal dominions by fca, where he 
' quickly became fo troublefome, that the crown was forced 
to purchafc quiet at the expence of one hundred thoufand 
crowns j notwithftandiug which he ftill kept up an intelli- 
gence with England , and was the only perfdn confided in by 
the malccontents p , * 

King Ed- A 9 thong defire in king John to recover the important 
ward faf- fortrefs of Calais , and the well-grounded opinion which Ed- 
/os over to 

ivard entertained, that there never was a more favourable 
Calais, opportunity for extending his conquefls, induced both 
an re - p r i nces to fufpend negotiation, and to refer Their quarrel 

without once more t0 f wor< ^^ Edward the Black Prince was fent 
doing any over, with feme of theyotk>g spbiiity, a geafonable fupply 
(Ling more of money, and a fmall body of \^d troops, into Guiennc, 
lhan win- where he was received with great joy," a no-, parried on the 
jrtg the war with fpirit, while the French forcec under 6 ajhn P her bus, 
(Qffltrj. count of Foix, and the conftablc de Bourbon , gave him very 
little oppofition, becaufe their pride and jealoufy of command 
would never allow them to au in conjunction p . In the au- 
tumn Edward himfclf eroded the fea to Calais , with a good 
army ; and having taken the field, ravaged the country to 
thegategpf Uedin % John , having at length collcfted a fu- 
perior marched dire&ly to give him battle, and fent 
one of the marfhalS of France to offer it ; but the king of 
England aftfwered, that he would fight wb*p he thought fit, 
and fe retired i:gain to Calais. It feems as it this expedition 
was underr.ikcn on expectations that were not anfwered, 
which engaged the ^/^f^tjjTonavch to a<ft as he did John, 
perceiving clearly that this war would^Jro^ too weighty for 
his revenue, called an afTembly of the three eflates of the 
•realm at Paris , before whom he laid a true ftate of his affairs; 
and defired their affiftance. They confented accordingly to 
maintain thirty thqufand men fa- long as the war Ihould laftj 

i 
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revived the gabelle on fait, which had been fupprefled on the A. D, 
death of king Philip ; impofed many other taxes, «and fettled 
a committee of accompts, who were to levy, receive, and 
cjifbtirfe the money thus granted, for the purpofes to which 
it ought to be applied, which is a demonflrativc and iitcon* 
tellable proof of the liberty which the French nation enjoyed 
at this time, and which w r as not inferior to that of any 
other in Europe r (B). 

r Gaguini Hilt. P. Daniel. 

(B) This aflembly of the time, they took notice that the 
dates of France was the king’s nation was exceedingly diftretf- 
lail refource} he had altered ed, and expreifed their ex pec- 
the value of money in fuch a tation, that, at the very time he 
manner as to create infinite dif- accepted their afliftance, the 
orders, and, in comparifon of king would redrefs their griev- 
thofe difoiders, with very little ances. They then proceeded 
profit to hitnfclf. His minilters immediately to vote him a fup- 
were no longer able to advife ply, and to deliberate on the 
him in raifinj; men or money, ways and means moft proper to 
but it was his own inclination, raife it. The method in which 
and the confidence he had in Jhey Inclined to do this, was 
his people, that th*ew him ujy/Tty im poling taxes on the necef- 
on the Hates (i). They faries of life for a fhor't time, 

filled of three dillipjf bSflfifs, or, to be levied by perfons of their 
as fome lhoul£ ttfnthcm,Jioufes. own appointing; whereas the 
The firft comprehended the minifters were defirous of a ca- 
clcrgy, and very nearly refem- pitation, or poll-tax ; and, upon 
bled our convocation, having trial, the former method being 
at their head the archbilhop of found ineffectual, they had re- 
Rheim . The fccond was the courfe to the latter. In their 
nobility, and (in our ffile) the fecond fieffions they. brought in 
gentry, whofe fpeaker was the a long and diftintt roll of their 
dukeo {Athens. The laft were grievance^and explained them- 
the deputies of the provinces, felves, as ft) the means which 
or, as we Ihould cajl them, the they defired the kiifg and thfc 
reprefentatives of the commons, dauphin, duke t of NortnanJy 9 
with the famous Stephen Marcel \ ihould take fofremoving them ; 
provoft of the merchants, at infilling .frequently on their 
their head. The chancellor bkvuffng themfelves, by oath, to 
and* the parliament* were al fo comply with their demand*, 
prefent, who, on behalf of the The ordonnance, comprehend- 
king, ^prefented the diftrefled ing all thefe particulars, is ilill 
(late of public affairs, and fub- preferved; and we are told by 
jnitted it to their confidcration #the French writers, that the 
(2). They promifed to fup- journal of the ftates either is or 
port the king with their perfons was in the Cotton library (3)., 

#nd fortunes 5 but, at the fame 
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Whatever fatisfaftion the king might receive from this 
condefcenfihn in the Hates, ic could fcarce alleviate the.difturb-' 
ance given him by the intrigues of the king of Navarre y who 
had drawn the counts of Foix, Namur , Harcourt, and in 
general * all the young nobility, into his party; and, which 
i^ very fingular, the dauphin duke of Normandy , whofe 
head he filled with notions that he had not a proper degree 
of authority allowed him, and even went fo far as to engage 
him to think of leaving his father’s dominions, and to retire 
to the court of his uncle the emperor Charles s . Thefe pro- 
jefts were difeovered in time; the king fent for his fcn, 
gave him fo clear an infight into the king of Navarre' s views, 
and' made him fo fenfible that he meant him no better than 


he did to himfelf, who was obliged to have guards about 
his perfon, to defend him from the emiflaries of this ambi- 
tious prince r , that the dauphin, who had great abilities, 
entered thoroughly into his father’s fehemes, and, in order 
to carry them into execution, made the peace of his aflbeiate 
as well as his own, and then returned into Normandy \ 
There he had the addrefs to get the king of Navarre , and 
moil of his creatures, snto^'s power; where, being fur- 
prized by the king with a fmalf Ttoop of cfetermined perfons, 
the count of Harcourt y and fome ot-ihrasgft feditious, were 
beheaded upon the fpot, and the king of Nhvarre fent pri- 
foner to Chateau-Gaillard w . It was Believed that this aft of 


feverity would have broke all their intrigues, and have pre- 
vented this country from becoming the feat of war; but it 
fell out quite otherwife ; for prince Philip of Navarre broke 
out immediately into open hoftilities, demanded and received 
fuccours from the Englifh, fo that all Normandy was in con- 
fufion x . Amongft the moft aftive in thefe troubles was 
Geoffrey de HarcoafZ, whom king Philip had pardoned, and 
who now^took up arms again to revenge the death of his 
nephew, and in one of thefe expeditions *he was (lain; but 
king Edward retained fuch a fenfe of his fervices, that he 
took care to preferve Jjis eftate to his family y. 

Is de* The prince of Wales , taking advaruage^qf this gr&tf diver- 
feated and fion, marched from Bourdeattx with two thoufand §ens 
taken d’arms and fix thoufand archers, and, after traverfing An- 
foner. vergne, entered into Berry , plundered all the countryrourid, 
and amafled a very rich booty.^ On the news, however, that 

the king was advancing towards him with fifty thoufand 
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men, he refolved to retire through Touraine and Poitou in- 
to Guienne ; but the king, confcious of his own fuperiority, 
took his meafures for furrounding him fo well, and pufhed 
him with fuch vivacity, that at length he came up with him 
at Mnupertuis, two leagues from PoiFiiers , having fo effec- 
tually fecured the paffes, that it was in a manner impofliblg 
for him to avoid fighting, for which, in this fituation, the 
prince made the beft difpofition poffible *. John , at the 
head of a vaftarmy, engaged him with great fury; but, by 
his own obftiuacy and indiscretion, he loft the battle, and was 
taken prifoncr with his fourth fon Philip a. There fell, ex- 
clufive of pcrfons of great rank, about fix thousand in the 
fidd of battle, and about fifteen thoufand were taken pri- 
foners, moft of whom the Englijh difmifled, on a promife to 
render themfeftes, or fend their ranfom to Bourdeaux, on a 
certain day. After this glorious vifrory the prince, with in- 
finite difficulty, got fafe to Bourdeaux , for if the French had 
recovered from their conftcrnation, they might cafily have 
prevented it c . The king remained fix months there, with 
whom prince Edward would willingly have concluded a 
peace; but his father, defiiou^ of having his fhare in the 
triumph, infilled that he fh:*fiiTDe fent into England , as he 
was . * 

It is impoflible to conceive a country more miferable than The dip 
France , ufwft'the falliifg out of this untoward event. The mal fitua* 
king had left no regent, and confequently no legal reprefenta- Eton of 
tivc in the kingdom : but the dauphin, afTuming the title of ^ ran j*» 
his lieutenant, endeavoured to fupply this defeft, by calling ant * 

*ap aflembly of the flatcs, to be held at Paris , which was the^?* in ~ 
more peceflary, as the nobility paid him no great refpeft, 
and feemed difpofed to lay hold of this opportunity to raife t i at en jfa 
their own power, and to live, ip all rejjgetts, like princes. on the 
The dauphin found the reft of the aflembly of^the dates kings ah* 
exaftly in the fame difpofition; fo that, without 1 attendingy3rwc*. 
either to his or the public diftrefs, they beg£i to preferibe 
to the dauphin whom he fhould turn out, or whom he fhould 
take in,»fo that he was^glad to let thdlfi feparate, under pre- 
tend of giving him time to make a vifit to his uncle the 
emperor 8. Soon after the king of Navarre made his efcape, 
atid wS in a little time brought in triumph to Paris , where • 
by his eloquence, of which he made a very free ufe upon all 
occafions, he governed the pdjpulace at his pleafure, fo that 
• 

? Froissart, Ancien. Chronique de France. * Hifloire 
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the dauphin knew not what to do, or whom to trail. *flfe 
was obliged to call another aflembly of the ftates, bat inftead 
of governing them they appointed a council to govern him. 
Upon this he followed the example of the king of Navarre , 
began to harangue the citizens at their common-hall, and 
trade, in a Ihort time, a great progrefs in popularity b . An 
accident fpoiled all. A common fellow murdered the trea- 
furer of France , and then retired into a privileged place ; up- 
on which the dauphin fent the two marfhals of Dauphine and 
Champagne to take the criminal out of fanftuary and hang 
him, which they did. - The biftiop of Paris immediately ex- 
claimed that the privileges of the church were invaded ; and 
the provoft of the merchants, Marcel , by whofe inftigation 
the murder was done, having raifed a general infurre&ion, 
went to the lodgings of the dauphin, butchered both the mar- 
Ihals before his face, and feme of their blood flying upon 
him, the dauphin afked, with fome emotion, if he was to 
Ihare the fame fate ? The provoft told him that he was not ; 
and as a mark: of fecurity and prote&ion, fnatched his embroi- 
dered hat, or hood, off his head, and clapped his own blue 
one, which was rhc fignal o^rhe Navarre faction, upon the 
dauphin, who was fonced to d\ffc;{*de his refentment, and take 
all in good part He had been ife^peWfd to grant all the 
king of Navarre defircd, and obliged to live'frpomfair terms 
with him ; though he fufpetted that a°dofe of poffon he had 
received, and by whicli he loft his hair and his nails, and had 
loft his life too, had not the fkill of the emperor’s phyfi- 
dan, who, by the help of a perpetual iffuc, hindered the 
venom from falling on his vitals, preferred him k . The 
A.D. fcheme of the malecontents was to change the form of the 
•3S7* government, to veft the fupreme power in the third eftate, 
and to leave the kin^ his title with little or no authority ; 
but when the chiefs of the citizens of Paris made a propofal 
of this fort to the other great cities in the ‘kingdom, it was 
rejefted with cdfntempt. ' The dauphin feeing this, conceived 
hopes; and taking advantage of the king of Navarre's being 
in Normandy , went to the parliament* and demanded from 
them the title and authority of regent, which was granted; 
and upon this he gave the great feal to his chancellor of 
TVormaftdy, and the fword of conftable to Moreau de Fierines > 
afterwards he held the ftates ^of Picardy and Champagne^ 

* Ancien. Chronique de France. Mtz. 1 Le Gend. 
Du TriLfeT* * Continuat. Hang. Chron. Polydor, 
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where he was received, obeyed, and afllfted, to die Utmoft 
extent, of his withes and their power K 

While the dauphin wa9 thus employed, theenHeries of New dim 
the kingdom, which Teemed fcarce capable of any augments- fturban - 
tion, were neverthelefs heightened by fo new and unexpected as thro* 
an evil, as, for the time it lafted, abated the confideration and ™f*r- 
even the fenfe of all the reft. The nobility, as we befone re &* on °f 
obferved, wereYofar from entertaining any juft Tenements *f! e ( tar 
of the danger and diftrefs to which the nation wa9 expofed,^* r ^* . 
that, on the contrary, they ptilhed their pride, luxury, and 
ill-timed magnificence, further than can be well imagined, 
pillaging the poor peafants who inhabited their lands, and 
ufing it as a common phrafe of reproach, Jacque bon homme t 
that is good man James , or, as we would fay, the poor Jacks, 

Jhall pay for all m . The common people, in this ftarving con- 
dition, rendeltd the more confpicuous, and at the fame time 
the more intolerable, by that fplendour and profufion which 
appeared in their lord's houfes, could not help venting their 
complaints to each other, deploring the haplefs ftate they 
were in, and the want of any reafonable hopes of feeing 
things mend. It happened that fome peafants about Beau- 
vais difcourfing about this fuijrtett, and inveighing againft 
the inhumanity of* their lor to themfelves, their want of 
regard to the honour c$ u France, and their contemptuous 
behaviour to the King under his misfortunes, wrought them- 
felves at lSrfi^to fuch a* height of fury, that they refolved to 
extirpate the whole nobility; and laying hold of pitch-forks, 
ftaffs, reap-hooks, and fuch rough inftruments of mifchief 
as came in their way, began to carry their defperate defign 
into execution, deftroying, without mercy, the families of 
luch as they could furprize, and plundered their houfes* 

This humour diffufed itfelf into feveral provinces; and this 
mutinous rabble, from the circumftance^ before-mentioned, 
were ftiled the Jacquerie n . The danger being ggperal, the 
nobility, who in fhofe days made the ufe of arms their foie 
profeffioiif aflembled for their own defence,* find, in a little 
time, took a fevere revenge on thefe undifciplined multi- 
tudes. •The duke of Orleans charged them in the neigh- 
borhood of Paris, and cut off ten thoufand ; the king of 
Navarre fell upon another body, and put twelve thoufand 
ter theTword, with their principal leader William Carllet •* * 

The regent alfo laid hold of this occafion to raife an army of 

1 Mezejlay, P. Di*n. m Gacuin. Hid. Le Gend. 
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thirty thoufahd men; but, afHng with more moderation* 
engaged many of them to lay down their arms, and at length 
appeared with his forces before Paris. The citizens, fenfrble 
of the ill ufage he had received, endeavoured to pacify him ; 
iaut the provoft Marcel , forefeet ng that lie fhould be the 
viftim in cafe of an accommodation, excited a fiefti fedition, 
qpd called in the king of Navarre with a body of Englijb 
and Norman troops ; but as thefe did notobferve the ftrifleft 
difcipline, new difturbanees happened, and they were ex- 
pelled p . The provoft and his faftion confpircd to deliver 
the city entirely into his hands; but their delign being dif- 
covercd at the very point of execution, the provoft, with 
the ringleaders of his party, were deftroyed, and the gates 
btiing opened to the regent, the public tranquility was gradu- 
ally reflored, notwithfhnding the efforts made by the king 
of Navarre to prevent it, which at length *rofe fo high, 
that he fent a public defiance to the regent, and broke out 
into open war q . The circumlhmces he was then in ren- 
dered this extremely difficult to that young prince. 

King of As there were at this time great bodies of Englifb troops 
Navarre in different parts of France , under the command of officers 
faves who fubfifted them as they fould, who acknowleged no fu- 
Francc perior, and affed on no pfilJfeWe but that of getting the 
and the mo fl. they cou ld, it was by the mQftance of thefe that the 
regent, by j^g 0 f* j^ dVarre hoped to carry his point; jmd what that 
ma mg a wag w jjj not ^ t toleain, when we kn^w that he 

reasonable ma ^ e a f°Iemn declaration, that, for the future, he would 
terms. never acknowlcge any right in the houfe of Valois to the 
crown of France r . By the help of thefe independent bodies 
of Englijb, who were, beyond comparifon, better foldiers 
than the dauphin's new raifed troops, he jfo ftraitened the 
city of Paris, in which he had ftill a great number of 
friends (for, with c all his faults, he had a great facility 
in making, and a' more wonderful art in keepipg them), 
that, at length, it became more than probable he would 
have prevailed; *and have had the city delivered to him by 
capitulation at leaft, if not without. But of a fudden, and 
contrary to all expeftfftfon, and without any vifibl^ motive, 
he demanded an interview with the regent, and concluded a 
peace with him on moderate and reafonable terms s . The 
* writers of thofe days attribute this to infpiration from hteave* ; 
on the other hand, his brother Philip fiiid he was bewitched; 
later writers aferibe it to the ikconftancy of his temper ; but 
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all agree, that this conduit of his faved France, and the fub- 
fequent part of this hiftory will put it beyond doubt* 

The truth of this perplexed bufinefs feems to have been, that, 
in his harangue to the people of Paris , he had fuffered words 
to efcape him to this cffeft, “ That, if right took place, he 
“ had a better title to the crown of France than either he 
“ who wore it or he who pretended to it ; M which being 
reported in England , he quickly found that he was to expe&t 
no farther afliftance from thence ; for, as to what was given 
him by the truce before-mentioned, Edward difa vowed ' it. 

The king of Navarre , therefore, began to confider what ef- 
fefts would follow upon the taking of Paris ; and perceiving 
clearly that it would ferve only to enrich the free-booters, 
his allies, in the firft inflance, and facilitate Edward? s defign 
of fetting that crown on his own head, with whom he ftiould 
be much lefs*able to deal than with king John and the dau- 
phin, he very wifely altered his plan, and made an equitable 
peace, to which his brother Philip refufed to accede, but 
continued to carry on the war in Normandy in conjunftion 
with the Englifh *. 

All this time king John remained in England , under cir- Ufage of 
cumftances none of the moffypleafing. On his arrival he king John 
made a public entfy into the>Lny of London , but it was fuch in Eng. 
an entry as could give hini no difquiet. He rode on a white fend ; 
courfer, which, in thufe days, when punftilios were much con ^ntion 
obferved, .&vas a rnark^f fovereignty, and the glorious prince 
of Wales , on a little black horfe, rode by his fide u . He had ” tm t 
lodgings afligned him in the Savoy, where he was tieated ln ~ 
with all the refpeft due to his high rank, and with all the pr a n Ce . 
efteem which his great perfonal merit deferved. The king, 
the queen, the princes of the royal blood, paid him their vi- 
fits, and endeavoured to comfort him : he had liberty to go 
where he pleafed, to take the diverfion of hunting, was 
feafted and carefled by the nobility, # *nd adored by the 
people ; for, wit$i all the heat of his temper, he Bad an affa- 
bility and a condefcenfion that made fubje&f »of all who ap- 
proached him ; and he had his favourite fon Philip , to whom 
Edward is faid to have given the furaame of Hardy , for re- 
piipianding a gentleman who ferved that monarch with 
wine before his father. But, notwith {landing all this, he 
^ad his forrows w . His fubjefts had fhewn but little con- 
cern for him from the time he was taken. On the contrary, 
in the firft affcmbly of the ftafcs, all they laboured was* to re- 

* Auden. Chronique de France. Froissart, « Mez.’ 
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dace his authority* His queen, though a princefs of incom- 
parable merit, being little regarded at Paris, withdrew iftto 
her ton’s dominions, and died in Burgundy . His r^nfom;6r 
his liberty, fcarce occupied the attention of any of the afleni- 
blies ; and, in a word, he feemed to be fo thoroughly aban- 
doned, that he took a refolution of concluding a treaty with 
Jgchvard t upon the belt terms he could : but when he had 
concluded it, and, in conjunction with Edward, fent it over 
to the regent in order to have it ratified, the dates thought 
them fo hard and fo dilhonourable, that they refufed their 
approbation, which equally difpleafed both kings, and gave 
Edward an opportunity of returning to France as foon as 
the truce expired x . This truce was made for two years ; 
and fome of the French authors feem to think, that if the 
cardinals who made it had not prevailed, France muft have 
been inevitably conquered. Yet, if we confitfcr fafts, they 
will fcarce leave us any room to doubt that this truce was 
more fatal to France than if the war had continued ; for this 
afforded leifure for civil broils, left thofe independent corps, 
who were filled companions, to plunder where-ever they 
were ftrongeft ; made way for other infurreCHons, and de- 
prived the dauphin, and ot&r princes of the blood, of that 
authority, which, with an arnfy in the field, they muft have 
had y. Edward was aware of all this, and, under colour 
of pnnifhing fuch as were in the flile of his court rebels alike 
to both kings, he railed an army, *and equipped a fleet, 
which plainly enough exprefled his real intention to become 
the mafter, as well as to affume the title, of France ; and 
accounts fufficiently for the alteration of hisconduft towards 
. king John, whom, with his fon Philip, he committed to 
ciolfc prifpn. His fleet, tranfports included, conlifted of 
eleven hundred fail, and his army, when debarked at Calais , 
and joined by the troops which were before in France , 
amounted^to one ffundred thoufand men. He began his cam- 
paign in the month of November , and, though the feafon 
was rude, he l bjntinued in the field, on a fuppofition that 
he (hould quickly receive fubmiflions from moft of the pro- 
vinces in France ° . 

The fa* The regent was very fenfible, that he had not cithei* mp- 

mus tna- ne y or men at his difpofal fufficient to give any direft bp- 
? „ . r0r pofition to fuch a force : he took, therefore, the only" method 
John 'k** was and with great prudence diftributed what 
troops he had through the' principal cities and towns in the 

V - 

* P. JEmil, J. de Serkes, t Walsingham, 
* Ad. Murimuth. « 

king- 



C<4> : ffijUiry 44-9 

' kingdom i on<Jef officers of diftinguifhed courage andthdif- rtcwtrs 
putable integrity. This had its effeft ; for, though Edward to liberty 
marched top and down where he thought fit, and plundered an * ¥e ~ 
and laid watte the country at his plealure, infomuch that he ** rn { ** 
drew from, thedutchy of Burgundy , By way of contribution, Paris * 
two hundred thoufand florins, exclusive of provifions, yep 
no place of any eonfequence ftibmitted \ At length he in- 
verted Rheims, with an intention; as the French hiftorians 
fay, to have caufed himfelf to be crowned there, as foon,as 
he became matter of the city. But the afchbiftiop, who had 
a confiderable force in the place, defended it for about fist 
weeks; and then the king decamping, marched towards the 
Loire, > carrying With him his dogs and his hawks, that he 
might hunt and take his pleafure, and that the world might 
fee how little he apprehended from the French arms. At 
length he changed his courfe and took the rotate of Paris * 
where the regent was with what forces he could collefl, to 
whom he fent a defiance by a herald ; but he was wifer than 
to change his meafures, or to rifle another day like thole of 
Creffy or of PoiFtiets b . The pope's legates all this time 
follicited Edward to litten to an Accommodation, ' in order to 
which the plenipotentiaries frbfii the rcgefit followed his 
camp; but, though the duke of Lancdjier }o\neA his intrea- 
ties to theirs, he (hewed great coldnefs to thefe motions for 
peace, till, towards the elofe of Jfyril , being encamped in the 
open fields that lie round ChattreS , fuch a floral of thunder 
and lightning arofe as aflonifhed his army and himfelf, by 
Which* many of his foldiers, and above a thoufand horfes, pe- 
riflied c * Edward, looking upon this as a fignal from heaven, 
font his plenipotentiaries to the village of Bretigny, about 
a league from Chartres, where they met the French mi- 
mtters. on the firft of May , find concludei^heir conferences 
on fhe eighth. This treaty was In the names of Jthe two 
prmceg Charles zadJEdwardf the regent Iwore to thfe due 
performance of it on the tenth, and the prinatf of If ales on 
th^fixteenth of the fame month V A truce trpon' this foo& 
place, til^things could be finally adjufted. KfogJ'bife’paiiedt 
Kh&fajo.Cafais in the month ofjuly, where' the regent 
• wia permitted tovifit him ; bht it Wav three months before ^ 
come' thither and ptff^the laft hand to tW 
treaty; Which being fworn to by-both kings, John \ya$ fet 
at liberty, oh the 24th of VFtiPer, after ar captivity of xhb^ 
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than four years. In his way to Parit he wa 4 >Blet by the 
king of Navarre, who promifed to live with him, for the fo*‘ 

■ ture in the ftrifteft friendfhip. Qn the 13th of betmierhd 
made his public entry into the city of Paris,' where the ihha<* 
bhants in general, and the common people in particular, 
save great tefihnonies of joy, and 1 made ' him a pfefent of 
Inver plate that weighed about a. thoo&nd marks *. 

Tf>t king- The vail ranfom which the king' had engaged to pay,' 
don of eonftrained him to think of every method of railing money ;’ 
France and for this reafon he did two things, which Were very dif-' 
tncemoro agreeable to his fubjefts ; the firlt was giving his daughter' 
raufacked j n marriage to Galeas, the fen of John Vifcenti, duke bf 
and flu n- who purchafed that princefs at no kls than fix hurt*' 

& rt ‘ i b dred thoufand crowns ; the other, was permitting the Jews 
tii com pa- returo j n j 0 an j remain in France for twenty years, for 

"as” tin they paid largely f . To thefe calamities there were 

fltoy iiW^ded two others, that were Hill more fenfibly felt ; the firft 
thmfefats was a plague, that fwept away upwards of thirty thoufand 
Tard-ve- perfons within the compafs of a year it Paris ; the other, an' 
nus, or inundation of dilbanded foldiers, who had formerly ferved 
Late- io the Englijb army, and now, under the command of officers 
.comers, of their own chufing, madfr'a lawlefs and cruel war, to fill' 
their own pockets. Thefe ftiledthemfelves the Thrd-venus, 
or the Lat e-comers, fignifyiDg that- they hadbnly the glean-' 
ings of the late harveft that had beert<-made in France*. The 
king, after they had been difownfed and declared robbers 
by the Englijb, ordered the conftable James di Bourbon' to 
inarch again!! them, which he did, accompariied by many of 
the nobility, and an army of twelve thbufand men. He had* 
however, tbe misfortune to be totally defeated, he himfelf int^ 
his (on were mortally wounded, thegreateft part of thettobility 
flain, and the reft'inadeprifoneri, by Which the wholeMUgi 
dbm was hud ojSen to. thefe iafatiate plunderers \ They 
then fejbrated into twobodies; one ofiwhich, underth* 
eommabd ofvfcgMt n sht Bafofei, wafted the countries of tjp 
trims, Beaujelats, and N;v trims; the 'Other; underVarioitS 
commanders, took the route of Avignon, in order^oranfoW 
the pope and his cardinals. In their callage they* Aide 
themfelves mailers oiPonp St. Ej)rit, Where they met witft 
•is immenfe booty, and where they elefted a generic Whb 
ftiledhimfelf the friepd ofGod, andthe enemy of all msi 1 
kihd » At feme. diftapee <of time, the Idag, with mlh 
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difficulty, andat the expcace of ay aft fum of money, pre- 
vailed upon Badofol to..r«ire into hie own country of Gaf- 
tony ; and the marquis Of Montferrat, whom the pope had 
fent for to his affiftance, prevailed, upon him to follow him 
into Italy k , . About this time died Philip, duke and count 
of Burgundy, count of Artois, Auvergne, and Bologne, and 
the hopes, of his fuccdfion rajfed ne.w difturbances. The* 
king of Navarre conceived that he had a clear right to the 
duchy at lead, as defending from Margaret of Burgundy, 
eldeA filler to Eudes, grandfather to the deceafed duke. 

Kang John claimed it,, as being defcended from Joan, her 
younger lifter; but, being one degree nearer in point of de- 
scent, he entered under that pretence, and annexed it to the 
. crown '. The French hiftorians may ftile Charles of Na- 
varre what th^y pleafe ; but whoever candidly confiders the . ~ 
nature of bis. claims to this duchy, the counties of Cham- * 6l< 

pagnt and Brie, and even to the crown of France, will think * 

that, how bad a man foever he was, he was.alfo very badly 
ufed. John de Bologne, the uncle of the deceafed duke, 
by the mother’s fide, had the counties of Bologne and Au- 
vergne, and the count of Flanders the counties of Bur- 
gundy and Artois * 

King John finding: himfelf much lefs at his cafe than he King John 
expected, his court far from being fo magnificent as for* btftowthe 
merly, and .the power qf die dauphin, fince he became re- luchy of 

S at, fuch as. in. fome meafure reftrained his own, he re- Burgundy 
ved to divert himfelf for jfome Ihort time, by making a ** 
tour. to Avignon to confer with pope Innocent VI. to whom 
he had’ great obligatiops, as haying interpofed, upon all oc- "* arN e ^ im 
cafipns, and.fometimes with, more warmth than was decent,^ p r ; vct 
on his behalf *. In this journey he took the opportunity of^rpruce. 
vifitipg his new acquifition the duchy of Burgundy . On his 
arrival, the inhabitants of all. ranks, but. more especially the 
nobility and theipjpibitants of great towns, applied to him, 
with, great doty and humility, reprefentijg that they 
had been. fo. long ufed tp be governed, by a prince of their 
own of the blood royal of France, that it was.impoflible for 
the m, to & happy utider any other form of rule, and therefore 
intreated himthat he would fo farcomply with their cnftoms, 
as jo bedew upon them .one of his fone for their duke. It • 
fe#s nos improbable that the. king and. his petitioners un- 
derfipod each others mind ; at*leaft it is certain thct they 
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came very foon to an agreement, fince, notwithfbnd- 
ing the late re-union of the duchy to the crown, John, by 
his letters patents, containing very high commendations of 
his favourite fon Philip, granted to him and-hi* heirs, - pro- 
created in lawful wedlock, that duchy, in as full a manner 
>s it had been held by its former dukes; and, as a mark of 
fpecial favour, declared this new duke the firft peer of 
France *. This was afterwards confirmed, out of refpeft to 
his father, and with little regard to the rules of true policy, 
by his brother Charles the Wife. This fortunate young 
prince Philip, by ' the marriage of his predeceflor’s widow 
(who was alfo a maid) acquired immediately the county of 
Burgundy, and in procefs of time thofe of Flanders and Ar- 
tois, of which fixe was the heirefs, and thereby laid the foun- 
. P daiion of the greatnefs of the fecond houfe„of Burgundy, 
r*6*' whfcht in fucceeding times, made fo great a figure in Eu- 
3 * rope ; and which, from the penning of king John's letters 
patents, became' long after the futyecl of lading and bloody 
difputes p . 

Makes a ' Accor dins to fome writers, king John arrived at Avig- 
tour to non in the life-time of pope Innocent VI. according to others, 
Avignon, immediately after his deceaft. He was fucceeded in thepoit- 
and .,t tb tifleal throne by William Gritnoaidi, abbot of St. Vidor at 
perfuafon Marfeilles, who was not fo much as a cardinal. At the time 
Urban 0 f jjj s elettion he was minifter at the court of Naples ; but, 
V. takes ]j e j n g reca iied to Avignon, he accepted the papal dignity, and 
t e cro/s. aflijmed the name of Urban V 4. The king of Cyprus com- 
ing to intreat his favour and protettion againft the infidels, 
to whofe infults his dominions were continually expofed, he 
entered fo warmly into his mterefts, and recommended them 
with fuch vehemence in his fermons and difeourfes; that 
king John took th$. crofs on Good-Friday, notwithftanding-all 
the oppofition that fuch of the nobility as were about' him 
made to\l projeft of this kind, when hi},dominidns wereln 
fo unfettled a condition, exhaufied of men and money, add 
<fo many difputes raifed as to the trim meaning of feveral ar- 
, tides in the treaty of Britigny, that a war with England was 
more likely to enfue than that peace tb fubfift '. Bu nting 
John attributed the misfortunes of his father, and feveraf. of 
* his predeceflors, to their taking the crofs, end noMulfil§og 
their vows. He had imagined a polfibility, by the help of 
this expedition, to carry the^reateft part of the companions, 

l 
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the belt troops ind the worft men in Europe, into pieces’ 
whore their valour might be employed, and their thirft of 
riches gratified, without prejudice to chriftendom. Betides, 
his lofty temper was gratified by the title of generaliflimo of 
the Chriftian armies; fo that he entered with great heat in* 
to this' new detign, for which he is grievoufly cenfured by A. D. 
the French hiftorians, both ancient and modern, as a prince 1 3^3 • 
who facrificed to his own humour the welfare of his fub- 
jefis *. 

•• At his return into France, king John met with frefh cir- His fin tU 
cumftances of difficulty and difpleafure. The hoflages that V f 

had been fent into England for the performance of the treaty, Anjou, 
and. for the payment of the king’s ranfom, grew very uneafy y^*L 
at 'the uncertain and difiant profpeft of their return home. n ®' 
King Edward, taking advantage of this, framed, with their ^here h» 

■ concurrence, a kind of new convention, in which the red* wat an 
• procal renunciation of claims was contained ; and farther, a hojtage, 
releafe from king John, . from all pfetenfions of fatisfattion andrtfnfis 
for the fpoil and damage committal by the companions and ft return. 
late-comers, in breach of the truce *. This convention did 
not appear very unreafonable to king- John ; but the dauphin 
and the parliament, who confidered thofe pretentions as the 

- only means they had to prevent the rigorous execution of 
that harfti treaty, difapproved the convention entirely ; up- 
on which the hoflages, who had been carried over to Calais, 
that they might contribute, by their follicitations, to the rati- 
fication of this piece, were more dofely confined. LeviU, 
count of Anjou, the king’s fon, bore this fo impatiently, that 
he made his eicape, as Teveral others alfodid, both before 
land after, to the great grief of the king, who would not 

- fufffer him to remain in his prefence, but ordered him to re* 

Awa to England again, purfuant to his famous maxim, that 
4 if truth and good faith were banifhed frctn the world, they 

ought at leaft to refide in the mouths add heartsoP princes ». 

As prioceLaui/aid not thlak fit to obey him, king John 
took a fuddea reflation of returning himlelf^to London’, 
i from which ho was. not to be diffitaded, *a» holdidg himfelf 
idb liged * thepeto .by the treaty, and- hoping alfo to bring 
things to a better; cohdufion with king Edward in perfon, 
than- iWwas ppffiblefor him to-do by theinterpofition of. 
ismffifters.T. -- 
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King John He paffed the fea in the Chrijbnas holidays, and landed at 
goes ever Dover ijae fourth January , where he was received with 
again to great honour. He proceeded from thence to Canterbury , 
England, w j lcrc h e offered a jewel of great price, according to the no- 
tl0ns t * 10 ^ c times, at the fhrine of Thomas a Becket . He 
the* tala# next c °ntinued his journey to London , where he was wel- 
of the corned by the king and queen, and reftored to his old lodg- 

Savoy. ings in the Savoy : but it does not appear that he advanced 

much in his negotiation, though treated with all pofTible 
marks of affeftion and relpeft, and indulged in his favourite 
diverfion of hunting x . Whether the chagrin of this, or 
fome natural malady, was the caufe, fo it was, that he fell 
into a wading and languifhing condition, of which he died 
on the eighth of April ; having the fatisfaftion, however, 
of being attended in his lad moments by his brother the 
duke of Orleans , his fon the duke of Berry , and his coufins 
Lewis, duke of Bourbon , and John d' Artois, count etEu y . 
He deceafed in the fifty-fixth year of his age, and in the four- 
teenth of his reign, more regretted and beloved by the Eng* 
lijh than by his own fubjeCts; his funeral was folemnized 
with great pomp, at which Edward aflided in perfon, in 
deep mourning, and his corpfe was afterwards fent over to 
France , attended by the count <tEu. This monarch had the 
furname of the Good ; for which fome hidorians find them- 
felves at a lofs to account, becaufe t thcy behold him in the 
light of an impetuous, obdinate, aud over-bearing prince, who 
lidened only to his own notions, which were commonly 
dictated by his paffions * : but, as they confefs, he was un- 
feignedly pious, candid, honed, and fincere, as brave as 
any man of his time, generous, magnificent, and afiable. 
Pofterity may, perhaps, be inclined to think that fome fur- 
pames might be mentioned, even amongd the French kings, 
that were not at Wl better founded 5 be this as it will, he left 
his dominions in a deplorable condition, and his fonandfuccef- 
for under great difficulties, notwithdanding he had done all 
in his power to deliver them. But negotiation was not his ta- 
lent, and the hopes he had of perfuading, in conjunction with 
the king^ of Cyprus , Edward III. to clofe his victorious j;cign 
by a croifade, deceived him; for that king anfwere cfciviUjr, 

. but coldly, that he was now arrived at too great an age to 
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; think . of feeklng foreign adventures, though he was fome 
yehrs younger than king John, and of a much more robuft 
COnftitudon (C). v # 

Charles 

(C) The hiltory of this who died young; Margaret ; 
prince's reign fdficiently de- who became a nun; and Ifabti, 
monftrates his character; but, who efpoufed John Galea s 9 
in order to do him juftice, the duke of Milan (3). His fecond 
reader molt remark, that lux- confort, Joan, widow of one 
ury was at a prodigious height duke of Burgundy and the mo- 
in his time, and corrupted all ther of another,* was, at the 
ranks and degrees of people; time of their marriage, about 
fo that being a very honed man twenty -nine years of age, and 
himfelf, he was very liable to efteemed one of the molt bean- 
be deoeived, and being alfo of tiful and one of the mod pru- 
a very hafty’difpoiition, pu- dent ladies in his dominions, 
nidied with little regard to She retired, during his captivi- 
form, and, it may be, with too ty, into the territories of her 
much feverity ( 1 ). He is (on the duke, and died there, 
charged with carrying the roy* in the fortieth year of her age 
al authority too high ; and yet (4). By this princefs king John 
it is allowed that he -fum moned had two daughters, who died 
afiemblies of, the Hates frequent- young. It is reported the king 
ly, and remitted His concerns bad an amour in England, and 
into their hands; but both he fome attribute his return into 
and they were ill feryed; for this kingdom to that caufe. but 
faction prevailing, fome bufy this is very uncertain (5). There 
intriguing men betrayed both is fomewhat more credit due 
the king and the people, in or- to another report, as if he had 
der to ferve their private pur- once thought of efpoufing the 
poles, which did not hinder famous queen Joan of Naples; 
their being involved in the ge- but upon his arrival at Avignon^ 
nerai ruin which their arts pro- he received fuch a ch a rafter of 
duced (2). His firft. confort, for her from her own fubje&s, as 
ihe was never queen,, was the put an enaL to all thoughts of 
princefs j hnd of Luxemburgh, that kind (6). Theiy is an odd 
daughter to John, Jtiflg qf pc dory mono of our old hiftori- 
bema, and lifter to the emperor ans, and not, to be met with 
Charles. IV. by whom he had anywhere ehe ; he fays, that 
Cbarlu the dauphin, duke of on hi* death-bed, king John 
Normally, Lewis, duke of An- acknowleged to king Edward 
duke of Berry , and that he, had employed perfons 
Philip duke of Burgundy . He through hisdoqiinions to ex-, 
bad ukewife by the fame pries- port gold beat into thin plates, 
cefs live daughters $ Jean, queen and arms, into France, which 
c( Navarret Mary, who; elpouf-* would have appeared more 
4 td duke of Bar £ Agnes, probable, if he had not added 

£t) PrciJJart, Du HilleU (a) t>upMx, Mtueray. (%) Jean it 

tents, (+j Mefipreltt, Amain da France, , ($) G again Viftoria . 
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Aceejfion Chaules y, furnamed, very jpftly, the Wife, fucceeded 
^/Charles his father, that is, he aflumcd the >title of king, with very . 
V . and little augmentation of power. He caufed himfelf and his 
the P r *~ queen to be crowned at Rheims , on the 19th of May, and a 
dcntial f ew j a y S a f ter ma( j e his public entry into Paris, with great 
7* which magnificence, in which he was never deficient on fuch occa- 
he ZLedte™' though remarkably frugal at other times a . He found 
Fra/cp. l ^ e kingdom in a diftrafted and diftrefled condition ; he bent 
his utmoft endeavours to recover and reftore it, and he did 
this flowly and filently, by making choice of wife minifters 
and able generals, reserving to himfelf the great fecrets of 
ftate, and iffuing his orders with the fame coolnefs and punc- 
tuality, when his affairs were in the worft and in the befl; 
copdition. The king of Navarre was in arms in Normandy y 
at the time of his father’s deceafe, and had a good army there, 
well paid, under the command of John de Crailli , captal 
de Buck. Charles had not either men or money to oppofe 
him ; but he fent Bertrand du Gueflin, an officer of great 
reputation, to command in Normandy, and he, partly by his 
arts, but chiefly by his fyme, raifed a confiderable body of 
forces, with whom he beat and made prifoner the captal; 
at the battle of Cocherel. ${ was no great affair ; but we find 
\t as particularly defcribed by the writer^ of thofe times 3s 
any aftion that had happened in France, out of regard, as they 
fay, to the generals, who became afterwards the moft diftin- 
guiflied of their time; but, in reality, becaufe it was thp 
firft difpute of any note in which the French troops had beep 
victorious, fince the battle of Crtffy b . The king came foon 
after in perfon to Rouen, where he caufed a nobleman, of a 
great family and confiderable fortune, to be beheaded, for 
pelng ip arms againft him at that battle. He declared du 
Gueflin marfhal of Normandy , and count of Lmgueville, 
which county rejected to the crown by the death of prince 
Philip , brother to the king of Navarre. This method of pih 
niftiing and rewarding with eclat the kingcomraonly fojlowt 

* Contin, Nangi i Chron, b GApuiNiffift. , 
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that he afketf king pdward* 9 njes of refpeffc, bpt witWutlt 
pardon alfo, for having tffurp- r^al iorrow or affeCtion (8) 5 
; ed the crown of France, which and . (fee fame 4 ifp©f|i 1 bn ptf- 
he obtained (7). His corpfe being vails even aroongft modern hl r 
brought ov$r into France, was ^ftonans, fo little regard is Aiewn 
interred in the abbey of St. De- to the unfortunate, evep though 
with ail outwatd teftiniq- tjhey art princes (9). 
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ed, and with good effeft c . He confirmed his father’s 
grants to his youngeft brother, augmented the appenages of 
his other brothers, and rendered great kindnefles to all the 
princes of his blood, contrary to tne maxims of his grand* 
father Philip de Valois , who did all he could to keep them 
low. Yet to fill his coffers, in feme degree, he had recourfe 
to an aft of refumption, making it Jus choice rather to dtf- 
oblige the great than tQ oppress the little d . In Bretagne, 
the war being renewed, the young couut de Montfort, de- 
feated Charles le Blots in the battle of Auray , in which he 
fell. The king, who managed every occafiop with grea|t 
addrefs, laid hold of this, admitted the count to dp homage 
as duke of Bretagne , and fequred to t^e widow of Charles 
le Bids the title of duchefs of Bretagne , for her life, a pen- 
fiqn of foriy thoufand livres, and the county of Pcnthievre 
for her children, with the remainder of the duchy to them, 
in cafe of the failure pf heirs in the reigning family •. 

The new duke of Bretagne , who was much of the fame Puhlijhes 
age with the French king, came \p Ppris to pay his homage, an 0 / 
in virtue of the treaty ; and, at this interview, both princes rc f um P' 
(hewed great marks of efteem and condpfcenfion for each tl0 ?* 
other, Bertrand du Cuejlin , who had been taken prifoner * ** 
in the war of Bretagne , was fet at liberty; and the duke, 
perceiving how great his credit was at the court of France/j,[ s r f re ^ Um 
confirmed to him the # grants that had been made by his pre- ry , 
deceflor y at the fame time the king took Oliver CliJTon , and 
other Bretons , into his fervice, without giving the duke any 
offence. But he could not draw that prince into a marriage 
to his fatisfaftion, upon the lofs of his wife, who was a 
daughter to king Edward , but on the contrary he efpoufed the 
daughter of the pripepfs of Wales, by her firfl hufband, fo 
that he ftill maintained his conpeftion with England f . The 
paptaj de Buck, though a prifoner, w&® extremely well re- 
ceived by the coprt of France . Charles was an excellent 
judge, and a liberal rewarder of merit; andjbaving feen the 
dexterity with which the captal managed # a treaty between 
himfelf and ihe king of Navarre (which, a? we have (hewn 
k its proper place, was concluded upon terms very favour - 
^bEpTor France ), refolved to gain, at any rate, one who, as 
it now appeared, was as able a ftatefman as he had (hewn 
friKpfelf a general. The captal could not refill the king’? 
parelfes, who releafed him yithout ranfom, and who, on 
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his coming into his fervice, made himaprefentof the county 
of Nemours. But, upon his going to Bourdeaux, the prince* 
of Wales tiling him, that it was impoflible to ferve two maf- 
ters f he returned the king his patent for the county of Ne- 
mours, and remained with his old lord g ; The low ftate of 
his finances continued Hill to give the king a great deal of 
trouble ; becaufe the fituation of his fubjefts in general was 
tuch, that it was not either prudent or fate to impofe any 
new taxes, or even to exaft, with the ufual rigour, thofe 
they had: been formerly accuftomed to pay \ This obliged 
the king to have recourfe to methods hot very agreeable 
either to his rank or to his nature. His uncle Philip duke 
of Orleans,' who had been long prifoner in England, had a 
trery large eftate, a confiderable part of which arofe from 
grants that had been made by the late king; and thefe, in the 
prefent ftate of things, the king had a mind to refume. The 
procefs was no fooner commenced with this view, than the 
duke of Orleans , inftead of defending himfelf, declared in 
full parliament, that, tho' he thought and believed he pof- 
fefled nothing but by a legal right, yet, knowing the king’s 
motive, he furrendered the whole into his hands, and fhould 
be edntent with whatever he thought fit to reftore *. This 
defeated Charles' s fcheme, who only accepted of his uncle’s 
renunciation to confirm his titles In the ftrongeft manner. 
The king, however, had recourfe to fumptuary laws for re- 
prefling luxury, which was ftill at ac great height ; and for 
encouraging induftry, as the foie means of relieving his 
people ; and enforcing thefe, not fo much by penalties as his 
own example, they had their effeft fc . 

The grand The compofition of affairs in Bretagne , and the peace 
companies concluded with the king of Navarre , feemed to leave France 
ravage much at eafe, and to allow king Charles leifure to put in 
France, prafVice the fchemesjje had formed for reftoring profperity to 
and reduce fobjefts; and yet from thefe treaties followed an evil, 

that brought the nation into, greater diftrefc than ever it had 
*fuhjefis to fek before. While the war lafted,, Bretagne, which.did not 
tfoutmoft Wong to the crown of France , and Normandy, felt the 
jUflrefs. weight of it, while other provinces had time to breathe. 
But now thefe mifehiefs were carried into every part e& jhe 
kingdom, by the troops that were diibanded on ail jfides on 
the condufion of thofe treaties *. This flowed chiefly from 
the manner in which armies were formed in thofe days, and 

* Anden. Chron. de France. Annates de France* 
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was the moft terrible fcourge to which any country could be 
expofed. For thefe foldiers did not draggle about the coun- 
try, either lingly or in fmall bands, robbing Ind pilfering 
at their pleafure, but were formed into large corps, under 
the command of fome knight or oflicer of diftinftion, who, 
having raifed himfelf in fervice, but having no eftate, chofe 
this method of fupporting himfelf, and thofe who adhered 
to him When thefe corps appeared Angle and feparate 
they were Ailed the Malandrins ; but, after fix or feven of 
thefe knights entered into a confederacy, tho* their corps 
were at a confiderable diflance, to march to each other’s re- 
lief, in cafe of any attack, they affumed the name of the 
Grand Companies f and became very formidable in point of 
ftrength, as well as dreadfully oppreflive n . One of thefe 
knights, who Ailed himfelf the archprieft, had fuch a 
ftrength, tliat, after fpoiling Champagne and Burgundy , he 
made an irruption into the territories of the empire, and had 
done more mifehief, if feme of his own foldiers had not 
murdered him in a fit of refentment. The king few, with 
the greateft anguifh of mind, his fubjefts opprefled and ex- 
hausted, and himfelf treated with contempt, without any 
power of redrefs. With fmall forces, or even larger bodies 
of the troops Tiaftily raifed, there was nothing to be 
done ; and to fet on foot an army required money, which he 
had not °. In the mean time this evil was intolerable. He 
complained of it to Vmg Edward , a great part of the com- 
panions being his fubjefts. It touched the king of England 
in honour as well as in inter eft ; he therefore ifliicd a pro- 
clamation, requiring them to lay down their arms, and no 
longer to moleft the people of France. Some few obeyed, 
and but a few ; the reft fent him for anfwer, that they held 
nothing from him, and that they would not abandon tho 
places they had feized, or difband tl*£r corps, for him or 
, any prince living* This fo provoked Edward, -t hat be r$- 
folved to pafs tHfe feas with a numerous armv, if king Charles 
had not declined his alliftance, having, as he feid, found out 
a method of relieving himfelf : on which Edward fwore, he 
might* truft to that method, for help he fhould have none 
tfbrhr him^ if they drove him out of his dominions 11 . But 
Charley was by no means willing to have Edward again in 
•France at the head of a potent army, for reafons that will 
appear. 

® J. de Series, jAs Tillet. * Ancien. Chron. do 
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Bertrand The man who delivered the king and his fubje&s, wl}en 
du Gue* in this terrjble dilemma, was Bertrand du Guejlin, who un- 
flin en- dertook to perfuade the companions to quit France oi their 
gages them own accord ; and, having opened his projeCt to the king, he 
in an ex- a pp r0 ved, and offered him all the afGftance in his power 1 *. 
f edition ' qfijyg encouraged, he went to a meeting of their chiefs, who 
'with ^ cre ©id acquaintance, and moft of them his intimate 
king's con - fiknds ; after being, for fome days, a companion of their 
f en t % mirth, he obferved to their chiefs, that it was a bafe and 
dUhonourabie kind of life they led, and that the fhame of 
it, inftead of being alleviated, was heightened by their birth 
and rank. They pleaded neceflity ; to which du Guejlin re- 
plied, that the Moors were (till in pofleflion of Granada 
and other rich provinces in Spain ; that it would be more 
fafe, more advantageous, as well as more honourable, to 
turi} their arms ngainft thefe infidels ; that he would under- 
take to procure them the means, in every refpeft, of doing 
this, and would accompany them in the expedition r . This 
they readily accepted ; upon which thirty-five of their chiefs 
went to Paris , where they were kindly received, and mag- 
nificently feafted, by the king, at the temple, and, befides 
rich prefents, had two hundred thoufand franks given them 
for the current expences of their expedition. Their rendez- 
vous was fixed for Chalons on the Soane , where du Guejlin 
joined them, with three hundred of t^ie moft gallant gentle- 
men in Bretagne . Charles fent a marfhal of France to fee 
them out of his dominions, and to conduct them with as 
little prejudice to his fubjefts as poflible. The route that 
they took was to Avignon. The pope, alarmed at their ap- 
proach, fent a cardinal to meet them ; who demanding what 
they were, and why they came, du Guejlin told him, they 
were thirty thoufand crofTes, marching againft the infidels, 
and that they wen* v defirous to have the pope’s abfolution, 
and a couple of hundred thoufand florins by way of alms.% 
The cardinal promifed the abfolution at the firft word, but 
hefitated as to file money. However the pontif, feeing there 
was no remedy, taxed the inhabitants of Avignon at one 
hundred thoufand florins, in hopes they would* be content 
A. D. with that fum l . But du Guejlin told the cardinal, they aid 
1365. t not.eome to plunder poor people, but to receive alms 
from the rich ; that therefore he muft take back the money, 
and reftore it punctually to thofe from whom it was taken, 

V Annales de France, * HiftoireSie Bertrand da Gueflin. 
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aryl bring them two hundred thoufand florins from the pops 
and the college, who could fpare it ; which, as there was no 
remedy,* he was obliged to do, together with a plenary abfo* 
lution “* 

Before they palled the Pyrenees, du Guejlin acquainted The h/ati 
them with his true defign ; which was to dethrone Don prince re- 
Pedro the Cruel, and to advance his brother Henry , count Vifi ores Don 
! Trajlemara , to the throne. We have already reported the ^ r0 *° 
progrefs and event of this expedition, and it /hall fuflice to 
fay here, that Charles the fifth never gave a ft ronger proof of % * 

his confummate policy than in the affiftance he afforded to ^ is ag*;# 
count Henry , tho* it might feem very extraordinary for a dijpojjtffti 
monarch, whofe dominions and whole trealuics were equally by Don 
exhaufted, to advance fuch prodigious fums in favour of a Henry# 
young prince whofe title was none of the beft, and by whom 
at this time he was not fo much as personally known His 
penetration /hewed him, that nothing could be more advan- 
tageous for France than this undertaking, which, at the bot- 
tom, had the approbation of the pope, and at the fame time 
his addrefs enabled him to perfuade the new king of Cajlile , 
that what he had done was out of pure generofity, and that 
as he acquired, fp he had no other means of preferving, the 
crown, but by the fupport of France , which gained him a 
firm and conftant ally, and put fuch a check on the kings of 
jirragon and Navarr as fully compenfated the fuccours af- 
forded to the king Don Henry , even fuppofing them to have 
had no other motive \ The famous black prince having, 
from a point of honour, taken the dethroned Don Pedro un- 
der his proteftion, improving the miftake of Don Henry , who 
had too foon difmifled the greateft part of the companions, 
and employing his intereft to draw off the reft, who were 
either Englijb or Gafcons, defeated Don Henry in the famous 
battle of Navarette , made du Guejlin frtfoner, and refeated 
Don Pedro on £he throne y . Charles did not, •upon this, 
change his meafures, but relieved Don Henry with the fame 
alacrity and apparent generofity as before, furni/hed him with 
troops and money, negotiated for him at feveral courts, pro- 
cured Fhe liberty of du Guejlin 9 tho’ fet at a high price, and 
therefore contributed, in a great degree, to change once 
more *he face of affairs in Spain, and the fortune of hen 
Kings, replacing Henry on the throne, to which be made his 
way; not only by the defeat but the death of his brother * 


11 Hiftoire de Bertrand du Gueflin, Ann ales de France* 
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an event which, in its confequences, had a great operation 
on the political fyftem in that age z . 

Charles’* While thefe thing9 happened abroad, Charles admlniftred 
domeftic with the utmofl prudence, and with indefatigable diligence, 
the public affairs at home ; he reftored the credit and autho- 
Jlration yjjy 0 f* parliament, by affifting there frequently in perfon, 
caufing the judgments given therein to be ftri&Jy exe- 
* TtTl , h cuted, and by introducing perfons of eftablifh^d probity and 
7mp*r- J learning into its principal dignities. He looked into the 
aptibly. management of his finances narrowly ; he remitted fome im- 
pofitions, abated others, and levied all with great modera- 
tion He granted new privileges to the cities, rendered the 
roads fafe, and, by many new-devifed encouragements, re- 
peopled his dominions. He repreffed luxury by his own ex- 
ample, and by the fobriety of his court, where a well- 
managed magnificence appeared on public occafions, and the 
ltrifteft frugality at all other times b . He neglefted nothing 
that might conciliate the friendlhip of the neighbouring 
princes. The pope was entirely in his interefts, 16 was the 
emperor, and feveral of the princes of Germany ; the count, 
of Flanders (whofe daughter Margaret , the widow of the 
laft duke of Burgundy , was the greateft heirefs in Europe ), 
he held in continual fufpence. The count was inclined to 
marry this rich printers to a younger fon of Edward of Evg- 
land ; but this could not be done without a difpenfarion, ancj 
Charles had fo great an intereft with the pope, that it could 
not be obtained c . He afterwards propofed his brother Philip 
duke of Burgundy , and procured a difpenfation, about which 
there had been fo much difficulty d . By thefe arts, and 
more efpecially by rewarding liberally men of parts of all 
charafters, the king found himfelf in a lituation of making 
the molt of any opportunity that fhould offer. It was 
not long before oncf prefented itfelf to his view, the molt fa- 
vourable that he could wifli, and he nynnaged it with 
fuch calmnefs aqd dexterity, as drew from it fuch events a 9 
none but a true genius could have difeerned it would produce ; 
his neighbours looking on his conduit as an effett of an 
humble and placid fpirit, from which they had nothyjg/oi 
apprehend *. 

«’ c 
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At the time the gallant prince of Wales returned from hi* ft begins 
Spanifb expedition, he found a melancholy alteration in his ,/e contreul 
affairs. Peftilence and a very hot climate had confumed the *be black 
greateft part of his army. Don Pedro , in deceiving him, it 1 ***** 
left an immenfe debt upon his fhoulders, inllead of 
mighty reward he had promifed him ; and, which was worft 
of all, a latent difeafe, which degenerated into a dropfy t MW ar* 
brought upon him great infirmity of body, which rendered 
him the lefs able to apply proper remedies for flopping the 
declining flate of his affairs. The war had drawn him into 
prodigious expence, and into a variety of engagements, 
which he knew not how to difeharge. Six thoufand of the 
compantbns, all that remained of thofc dreadful troops, 
were quartered in his territories, till their w ages could be paid, 

Befides, he cOuld not bear the thoughts of retrenching his 
court, which had been hitherto at leaft as magnificent as 
thofe of Paris or London *. This obliged him to impofe 
a florin upon every hearth within his territories ; which, 
tho’ fubmitted to in mofl places, yet in Guienne it was op- 
pofed with the greateft vehemence, the count of Armagnac 
and other great lords looking upon it as a violation of their 
privileges ; which 1 , at all events, they determined to main- 
tain g. Charles confidering, that two-thirds of his father's 
ranfom was paid, moft of the hoftages redeemed, his people 
in a great meafure recovering, his neighbours well-afFetied to 
him, and the concerns of Edward fuch as left him lefs able 
to maintain a war, than at any time fince the peace of Brc* 
tigny, began to liften to the complaints of the Gafcons , 
had his emiffaries in the county of Ponthieu , and in other 
parts of the Englijh conquefts, where they found a great 
ipirit of difeontent, which they took all pofliblc pains to 
cherifh and increafe h . At length, he 1 the treaty of Ere - 
tigny, and all the fubfequent proceedings, beforg his court 
of peers, and demanded their advice ; in confequence of 
which he fummoned the prince of IVales to Appear, and an* 
fwer the complaints made againft him by his barons. To 
this he^infwered with difdain, that he would appear, but it 
fl be with a retinue ©f fixty thoufand men; and he 
likewife caufed thofe, who had fummoned him, to be ar-, 

^efted * Hoftilities did not immediately follow ; on the con- 
trary, a negotiation enfued with the court of London ♦ King 
infilled, that jhe cro&n of France had no fovereignty 

f Annales de France, H. K»ycht. Chron. • An den. 
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over the provinces he poflefTed, and that the appeal of tfce 
da/con lortjs was an aft of rebellion : on the^ other hand, 
Charles aflerted, that Edward, having never renounced his 
4 D. pretenfions to the crown of France, the duchies of Nor* 

1 368. mandy, Anjou, and Maine, he Hill retained the fovereigiity 
over Guienne ahd the reft of provinces k . 
by the of- c As the embarking in a new war was a very dangerous ftep, 
Jifiance a/ Charles proceeded very deliberately, and with feeming irrefo- 
bis eJiates,\i\t\oii\ by which he gained time to enter into diftinft trea- 
Charles ties with his allies, held his enemies in fufpence, and called 
finds him- an a (T em bly of the ftates in the month of May, that it 
\ n . a might appear he did nothing but by the advice and with the 
Bobrina con ^ ent: °f his fubjefts. In this affembly he managed all 
<w*/f things with fuch addrefs, that the clergy declared the king; 
in all his proceedings, had afted in a manner fqitablc to the 
principles of religion and equity *. The nobility promifed toi 
aflift him with their lives and fortunes, and the third Cftate 
applauded his majefty's juftice and moderation, with a pro- 
mife to fupport fo good a caufe to the utmoft of their power. 
Afc the king wanted no more at this time, they were difmifTed 
Without fo much as the mention of new taxes ; but, in con- 
fluence of thefe declarations, Charles, without ceremony, 
declared war againft Edward ; who refumed the title of king 
of France , and prepared to punifti what he ftiled temerity 
and breach of faith. The War, on tlje fide of Guienne, was 
rather favourable to Charles ; for the companions revolted, 
in a great meafure, to him, which furprifed the prince of 
Wales, who had alfo the misfortune to lofe the lord Chandos, 
one of the Wifeft men, and one of the ableft officers, in his 
fervice, who was killed in a fkirmifh ni . The county of 
Ponlbieit , in Picardy , revolted ; but the fleet, which the 
king had aflembled at Harfleur, with an intent to invade 
England, was rendered ufelefs by the arrival ot John of 
Gaunt duk? of Lancafier , and a great body of Englifh troops; 
for this obligee! the king to oppofe to him his brother Philip 
of Burgundy , with the forces that ftiould have embarked for 
a naval expedition. There was, however, very little done 
on this fide by either party ; for Charles had exp refs 
hibited his brother from fighting, and the attempt ma3e by 
1 , the duke of Lancafter to burn the fleet was alfo very luckily 

P’ prevented \ In September , the ftates met again, and, uporf 
3 9 * a detail of what had happened^ fince they had been held laft* 
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they unanimoufly agreed to impofe the fame taxes that had 
been levied for the reieafc of king John , with thc| addition of 
hearth-money ; which was efteemed a more equal, tho’ a 
heavier, tax than a capitation. A method of proceeding 
which aftonifhed all Europe , who fuppofed France to be 
quite exhaufted 0 . 

In confequence of thefe great aids, the king augmented his ryj 
forces ; and, upon the refignation of the good old coniiable s 
Fiennes , determined to recall Bertrand du Guefihi our of n, 

Spain ; who not only very readily obeyed, tho* amply pro went it it 
vided for by the king of Caftile, but negotiated and figned a arrudon 
treaty with that monarch, by which he agreed to affiil king ' li ^ 
Charles with a force by fea. On the arrival of this celebrated 
officer in France f he was fir ft employed in Guicnne , where on , ai 
the king’s brother made no fcruple of ferving under him/* 4/4 
tho’ he had no title, or fo much as a regular command p . 

He recovered many places in a fhort fpace of time, and had, 
without doubt, made a greater progrefs, if the king had not 
fent for him to oppofe Sir Robert faiolles ; who, with a bod) of 
Englijh forces, after having ravaged Champagne , advanced 
into the neighbourhood of Paris, and burnt feme fmall towns 
in the fight of that city, where the king was with a con- 
fiderable number of troops ; but he would not be drawn 
out, or run any hazard : on the arrival of Bertrand, he had 
the fword of conftablq delivered to him* and was direfted, 
with a fmall fum of money, to raife what forces he could q. 

The king might have given him greater forces, but he was 
afraid he would hazard a battle. The conftable, with the 
few troops he had, flopped the progrefs of Knolles , and re- 
covered moft of the places he had taken : the king com- 
mended his prudence highly, tho’ now and then he ventured 
on a bold ftroke. His uiccefs revived the fpirit of the French 
nation, and made them endure with patierfce the heavy taxes 
which the laft aflcmbly of the ftates had impofed, fhc rather 
becaufe the king took the precaution of engaging the clergy 
every-where to preach up the juflice of his caufe, and to urge 
the neceffity of continuing a war, that was of equal im- 
portance*to the crown and to the people r . About this time 
died pope Urban the fifth, who had done that monarch ef- 
fential f$rvices, and who was fucceeded by Gregory the 
elSventh, whom he likewife gained to his fide. To balance 
thefe advantages, king Edward drew over the duke of GueU * 
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dcrkind to his party, and would have made a greater progrefs 
amongft the princes of the empire, if CharlcshzA not .prevent- 
ed him, by augmenting their pen (ions, and by inviting fevcral 
of them to his court, where they were treated with all poffible 
attention and refpeft. He could not, however, prevent the 
Ring of Navarre from palling privately into England \ where 
he concluded the treaty of Clarendon with king Edward, the 
fubftance of which was not known in Frame till fome years 
after; but Charles , however, took his meafures fo prudently* 
that it had no effeft s . 

Methods The conftable returned in the winter to Paris , and con- 
tnken to certed with the king the operations of the next campaign ; in 
Jlrengthen regard to which the greateft difficulty was to find the funds 
his a Hi- requiiite for the payment of the troops. By the counfel of 
ance<, to du Guejlin , the king gave a gentle fqueeze to the officers of 
prolong hi s treafury, who, it was fulpe&cd, had Hole, but who, it 
i uuT' was certain > could fpare : he borrowed likewife large fums of 
t j je the lawyers : and the clergy, who having fo often declared to 
hla^k JC t ^ le people the jufticc of the war, could not refufc to fupport 
Iumb. ft- But thefe were temporary expedients, which the king 
knew might, in their confequences, do him more hurt than, 
good ; and therefore he appointed commiilaries for the pay- 
ment of his troops, who accounted to the conftable, and the 
conftable to the king ; and out of the money he faved, he 
punctually paid his debts f . He had' this year five corps in 
the field ; none of any great force, but fufficicnt to take towns* 
more efpccially by intelligence, and to harrafs the Englijh 
army, inftead of coming to a battle; for he ftill remembered 
Crcjjy and Poitiers ; tho’ lie kept a numerous body of troops 
about hisperfon, that he might pulli any extraordinary fuccefs, 
or repair any unforefeen misfortune, without delay u . The 
king of Navarre , vho was returned from England into Nor- 
mandy , perceiving that he made war with fuccefs, and took 
all his meafures with fo much precautipff, confented, upon 
hoftages given,' * to confer with the king, concluded a treaty 
with him, and left his children in his hands, notwithftanding 
his late treaty with England . For, knowing that neither of 
ihefe monarchs wilhed him well, he held it beft, ciftle/by 
. force or by fraud, to provide for himfelf w . Atyput thia 
time Charles of France concluded a treaty with Robert kingbf 
Scots , and eftablifhed the Scgts gens d’arms at a hundred 
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mfcn; but it was St. Lewis who firft formed this corps, in- 
truding. his perfon to twenty-four of that nation \ The 
cardinal bifhop of Beauvais , perceiving how incompatible it 
was to be the counfellor of the king and the pope at the fame 
time, laid down his office of chancellor, in which, however, 
he was fuccccdcd by his brother; for it was not the -A. D. 
king’s cuflom to difgrace his miniflers y . In the mean time l l 7 l * 
the prince of Wales, vexed at the fuccefs of the French, re- 
folved to recover Limoges, which he (ufpeftcd had been de- 
livered to them by treachery; and, having reduced it, he 
caufed a great part of the inhabitants to be put to the fword. 

This was his laft exploit; for, perceiving the people chagrined, 
being himfelf aiflifted for the lofsof his fon Edward, and, in 
a manner, wore out by his difeafe, he returned into England . 

He left the gefrernment of Aquitaine to his brother John duke 
of Lancajlcr , having firft taken an oath of fidelity from the 
barons, who troubled themfelves little about it after his de- 
parture ; for the impofition, feuage, and other duties, had 
alienated their affeftions, which he formerly commanded z . 

By the treaty which the conflable had concluded with 
Henry king of Cq/lile, that prince Was bound to.affift the r y ^ (j a f„ 
French monarch With a fleet; and as he would certainly have tile fends 
done this out of gratitude, fo he was not the lefs willing to a feet to 
do it when, from an unexpected event, it became vifibly his tbeaffift- 
interefl. , The duke o PLancaJler, having efpoufed the daugh- a [ lce °f 
ter of Don Peter the Cruel, aflumed thereupon the title of &runce B 
king of Cajlile and Leon; foon after which he returned to 
England with his brother, who had married her younger “. ocs £ na 
filler, leaving the command in Aquitaine to the famous J 
captal de Buck, with the title of conftable. Don Henry, 
who knew the connexions which the duke of Lancajler had 
with the king of Navarre, and fufpeflijg his intentions to 
make a new irruption into Spain , in cafe the # war with 
France had a favourable iffiie, fent a fleet of forty fail of 
large fliips, and thirteen frigates, with inftruftions to aft as 
the king of France fhould direft «. Charles, having early 
intelligence of a great fuccour, under the command of the 
eaft of Pembroke, that was to be fent to Rochelle, gave timely 
notice of \\ to the CaJHlian admiral ; who attacked that fleet 
on the e^e of Sr. John, within fight of the port ; and, being* 
much fuperior in flrength, defeated, and almofl deflroyed.it 
entirely, made the carl of Penlbroke, with many other perfons 
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of. diftinflion, prifoners, and, amongft other large veffels, 
funk that irhich had the treafure on board for the pay of the 
troops ; fo that it may be very truly affirmed Don Henry re- 
paid, by this naval fuccour fo opportunely given, whatever 
fupport or afliftance he had received from the French crown 
SThe conftable du Gncjlin took advantage of the confternatibn 
this occafioned to make an irruption into Poitou , where he 
took feveral places of great ftrength, and afterwards joined 
the duke of Berry in the Limojin. It is, however, uncertain 
what the fate of the war would have been, if the captal de 
Bitch had continued to command ; but he, being furprifed and 
taken prifoner in a fkirmifti, was fent to Paris, where he was 
confined in the temple; and, tho’ immenfe fums were offered 
for his liberty, he ended his days there, after five years con- 
finement f . « 

7 becon - Immediately after this accident, Poitiers opened her 
ftable du gates to the conftable ; at which the king was fo agreeably fur- 
Gudlin prifed, that he declared noble the mayor, the fheriffs, their 
conquers dependents and fuccefiors ; St. John de Angeli , Tailk'bourg, 
great part Jlngoulcfmc, Xaintes , and feveral other places, followed the 
example of Poitiers . The city of Rochelle would willingly 
b/lir k‘ lvc followed their example, but there was an Englijb gar- 
pojjejjtons. r jf on * in t |^ e ca ft| e> The French mayor was too hard for the 
Englifb governor, whom he invited to dinner, and produced 
to him an old letter, under king Edvard's foal, knowing that 
the governor could not read ; who, after he looked upon it 
a little time, returned it. You fee, faid the mayor, that the 
king commands we fhould muftcr both our garrifons toge- 
ther, that the people may be better acquainted with, and 
have greater confidence in, each other, and I fhall leave the 
time and manner to you. The governor drawing out his 
garrifon the next c^iy, the mayor furprifed the caftle ; but, 
before he would* render the place to the conftable, he in- 
lifted u^on having the king’s confent to rgzethatfortrefs, and 
a charter forchc town as ample as that of Paris ; both which 
were obtained, and the mayor actually demolifhed the caftle 
before he delivered the keys d . The progrefs of the con- 
ftable’s arms received fome check from the gallant Sefet^e of 
Fontenai-lc-Comte , in which the lady of Sir John Harpeion 
• commanded; who, tho* young and handfome, eapofed her 
perfon as much as any private man during the fiege, and 
even when the place came id be ftormed, nor once offered 
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to* capitulate, till on the point of being taken ; when the con- 
ftable, who was a gallant man, gave her leave preferi be 
her own terms. ^The remains of the Englijb officers and 
troops threw themfclves into Thouars , which was a very 
ftrong place, and which they meant to del end to the laft ex- 
tremity ; but the conibble offering to allow them till tie 
feaft of St .•Michael for the fuccours tiicy expected, they 
confented to furrender, if not relieved by king Edward or 
the prince of Wales Ediv.ird affembled and embarked ail 
army, commanded by himfelf and his foils, which, if it had 
arrived in time, might yet have changed the face of affairs ; 
but, meeting with contrary winds, th.:y were conff rained, 
not without great hazard, to regain the Englijb coaft ; fo 
that, at the time appointed, Thouars lubmitted '. The con- 
ftable had afterwards the good fortune to beat John d Evreux , 
who came with twelve hnndrcd men at arms to relieve the 
caffle of Chifcii , made himfelf maffer of that place, and fur- 
prifed Niorpy which was ffronger, and of greater confe- 
qnence, ail in a day ; fo that Poitou was entirely reduced, 
and the king gave that county to his brother the duke of . - 
Berry s. The bell part of the expence of this campaign * * 

was borne by the ‘Jews, to whom the king fold a permiffion 37 

to remain ten years longer in France , at a very high rate; 
tho’ this event is placed lower in hi* reign by many hifto- 
rians h * * 

The duke of Bretagne, who, as we have ftiewn, ftill Duheof 
maintained his coune&ions with the Englijb nation, as having Bretagne, 
a grateful remembrance, that, to their afliffance, he owed 
his dominions, found himfelf in a wretched dilemma from 
the ambition and artifice of the king, who never difeovered 
his difeontent till it was in his power to make himfelf felt dominions 
fevereiy. The conftable and Oliver deM^iffan were not th Q and Jtrves 
only Bretons provided for in his fervice ; and, brides thof t under the 
in his pay, he haS many of the nobility in penfion ; fo that Englifh, 
he ran no great hazard in fummoning the*Suke to attend 
him as his vaffal, with all the forces he could raife. It was 
in vain "that he pleaded he was allowed a neutrality by the 
treaty of Bretigny ; it was to little purpofe he diftinguifhed 
betweeq^Jiis homage for the duchy* and for his county of # 

Montfort The conftable entered Bretagne , with an army,* 
on one fide, Oliver Clijfon , with his forces, on the other, 
the nobility and the people revolted in moll places ; fo that, 

• Gacuin. Hift. f Annalesde France, T. Walsing. 
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having diftributed the Englijh fuccours into Brejl , and fome 
other townft of importance, he retired into England k . But 
it was not long before he returned with John duke of Lan- 
cnjler , who debarked at Calais an army cl fifty thoufand 
men, with which he propofed to reftore his father’s affairs, 
to lival his brother’s great exploits in that kingdom. He 
began his march towards the end of July , and parted through 
Picardy and Champagne, leaving behind him every-wherc 
furticient maiks of his r< (eminent. Charles had three armies 
in the field; one commanded by his brother the duke of 
Burgundy , another by his con fin the duke of Bourbon , and 
a third by the confiable, which confifted chiefly of cavalry. 
Bcfidcs thefe the king had a corps of four thoufand gens 
d’arms, and a numerous body of infantry, under his com- 
mand 1 . The two dukes coafted the Englijh army on each 
fide, the conflable followed iu the rear, fo that there were 
frequent fkiimifhcs ; but as none of them had a ftrength 
fuflicient, and were befides reftrained by the king’s orders, 
there war, no battle. The duke of Bretagne prerted the duke 
of Lancaflcr to marc h into his duchy ; but that prince per- 
ilfting in his resolution to proceed to Guienne , there was ne- 
ver after a right underftanding between them m . The duke 
of Lancaftcr, however, purfued his own meafure,' traverfed 
Burgundy and Auvergne with great rapidity, and fuffered fo 
much in this long march through an anemy’s country, that, 
when he arrived, in the Chrijlmas holidays, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bourduaux , he had fcarce a fifth part of his army 
left. In the courfe of this year, the king loft his two great 
minifters, the chancellor and his brother the cardinal de 
Beauvais . He replaced the former by Peter d'Argemont , by 
the election of the parliament, and the latter by thebifhop of 
Amiens , by his own choice ; but, tho’ fortunate in thefe re- 
fpe&s, yet this year was alike fatal in Italy and England , as 
well as France, by a fevere famine, and bye devouring pefti- 
lence that followed it n . The king, however, did all he 
could to keep up the fpirits of his people, and obliged the 
clergy tu do all that was in their power likewife to,cherifh 
aud lelieve them ; fhewing fuch k vigilance and aftivity, 
even in the minuteil things that regarded the public welfare, 
as contributed greatly to maintain a tranquility that^ad net 
ver been feen before under qrcumftances of a like kind, and 
which contributed as much to^he fupj)ort of his charaftcr, 

k Ancien. Chronique de France, 1 Annales de France, 
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an^l ,prefcrving the affe&ions of his people, as the vi Tories 
he had gained, and the great turn he had given tj> the affairs 
of France 0 . 

Tnii pope, who had fent repeated admonitions, and em- Charles 
ployed different legates to reconcile the two kings, now lCl jinh to 
preflcd things fo warmly, and fet the epidemic diiea fesatme. 
reigning throughout their dominions in fo ftrong a light, thUt ardmakn 
they, at length, agreed to fend their plenipotentiaries to "/' of it to 
Bruges, in order to conclude a peace, or at lead a truce. 

At the head of thefe plcni potential ies, on one fide, were the* 
king’s brothers, Lewis duke of Anjou and Philip duke of ^ 

Burgundy , and at the head of the other John duke of Lan- 
cajler . All hopes of peace were loft, by the EtigliJIj infilling 
peremptorily, that Edward fliould hold Guicnnc in fovc- 
reignty; to \yhich the French would not hearken. At length, 
however, a truce was concluded fora year; but without 
making any mention of Bretagne P. This was a great flroke 
of policy between the two kings, to relieve their own terri- 
tories, and give their fuhje&s time to breathe ; but at the 
lame time to nourifh the flame of war in a corner, that fnch 
as wanted either a will, or the means, of being quiet, 
might find employment, and prevent the reviving of the A. I), 
companions. In confequcnce of this, John duke of Bretagne 1374. 
returned into Ills own dominions, with a confidcrablc body 
of Englifb troops ; inhere, from the inveterate fpirit that 
prevailed between the two parties, much blood was died, 
the duke confidering the oppofite party as lebcls, and Oliver 
Clijfon openly profefling his intention to exterminate the 
Englijh, tho’ he had ferved among ft them with great vigour 
in the beginning of this war. The duke, however, was 
very near feizing him, and moil of the other chiefs, whom 
he had reduced to the laft extremity, and to whom he re- 
fufed all terms, if they had not been reftwed from his venge- 
ance by renewing the truce of Bruges for another year ; 
in which Bretagne was included q . Charles willingly feized 
thefe filort intervals of peace, in order to accomplifli many 
things he had in his mind for the benefit of iiimfclf, his 
family* and his people. He made an edieft to fix the majority 
of the kings of France at their entrance into their fourteenth 
jyear ; ’’whereas Philip the Hardy had fixed it at fourteen com* 
plete. Charles caufed this editt to be regiftred in parlia- 
ment, and then declared it # a fundamental and irrevocable 

0 Gaguini Hift. £ Da niel, Le Genpre. p Ancien. 
Chronique de France, Froissart. ' D’Argent. Hift. de 
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law of the kingdom r . The death of his uncle the duke of 
(, t v.i m w(s a tois to him in fonic refpedis ; but it augmented 
hit revenue confidcra.iij. lie was fo provident, that, from 
the nmr of the iiiit truce, his coffers were always lull, and 
yet thue wa* never a piince moie libeial. He was con- 
tinually giving lands and dlatts to the conftable, who lold 
them alrnoff as tail as he received them, and fpent the 
money; yet he was lb l:u* from being extravagant, that he 
■ die ik r fo much as afllct magnificence; but he fuffered no 
fen i'.e to pafs unrewarded, he left no man of merit that he 
knew in di.irefs 3 . 1 he king, who was perfectly informed 

of this, look rate to fupport a gencrofity that was of fuch 
life to his icivicc. The king dia the like with regard to his 
ininiftcrs : he had many in different departments, and, in 
cafes ot difficulty, he took the advice of the m •all ; reporied 
them to three or four perfons in his cabinet, and determined 
with them what was to be done. II is maxim was, thar, 
even in matters of itate, rcafoning might be public, provided 
the resolution was kept fecrct c . 

Jit makes Tiik P^t Y c - ir died the great terror of Francs , Edward 
uf of the the black prince, for whom the king cuufcd a folemnfcrvice 
dr!,:!' f to be performed ; not io much, fay the French writers, out 
//a of refpeft to theii kindred, as through dteem for his per- 
t)f W.ilo *, fon, and for his virtues. Immediately after, and he could 
tu;r of ■/ ^ JJOt h rvc ckofc a moie proper lcafon, «he publiftied- a gencinl 
a in nefty ; knowing that there were many of his fubjefts who. 
tf 'V/-! of k‘ u * hitherto adhcicd to the Engitjh intertills purely out of 
tV iiiig. gratitude Jtnd pllcftion to the prince of Wales, and it had a 
fjfh, good cffe& u . It happened other wife in refpeft to the em- 
bafly he lent to Avignon, in cider to difluade pope Gregory 
fiom returning to Rome ; and this notwithilanding he fent 
his biothpr and the <Jukc of Anjou. The truce was renewed 
for another year ; tfbt the hopes conctived on both fides for a 
peace were? defeated. The truth feems t«> be, that Charles 
had never any*jntention to conclude it; for at this time he 
entered into ficlh alliances with the kings of Cajlile aud 
Scotland ; and, as foon as the truce was expired, tj=ie joint 
fleets of France and Spain came upon the Engljh coafts, m&ie 
feveral deicents, and attempted more ; but, except burning 
the town of Rye, did nothing very conlidcrable. IP was by 
the prisoners taken in this expedition that the French had 
an account of king Edward's d<*ith ; which happened near a 
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month before, but had been concealed by an embargo 
This was a kind of fignal, upon which the armiJfe of Charles 
attacked the Englijh on all Tides. One army, under the com- 
mand of the duke of Burgundy, entered Artois ; another en- 
tered Auvergne , under the command of the duke of Berry ; 
that which adfed in Gttienne was commanded by the duke g f 
Anjou ; and the forces in Bretagne were under the conilaoV : 
the king himfelf had a very powciful body of troops, t!u< he 
might be able to repair any accident !v/: ■ * ■*. 

the chance of war. The conltable join : - ! 
gundy , who found it difficult to deal win ■"' * 
and the fenefchal of Bcurdeaux. Soon ai s « ■ - 
conltable attacked and defeated them, v.. ■ . g • *1 ■ Ji c. « a 
Commanders prifoners of war x . This victory « a* fo veil A. D. 
purfued, that, at the clofe of the campaign, Bayt'ue and 1377- 
Bourdcaux , with the dillrifts about them, and the tortrefs 
of Calais , with irs dependencies, were all the places left to 
England on the continent ; and a ftrong appearance there was 
that they would not long keep thefe ; for, bolides the weak- 
nefs natural to a minority, there were already gicat divilions 
in the Englijb councils 

It is reckoned a very lingular honour by the French hilTro- e?Jlm 
rians to this reign, that t(ic emperor Charles the fourth, and p iror 
his fon Wcncejlaus king of the Romans , came to make the Charles 
king, who was the emperor’s nephew, a vifit at Paris . They W.vifits 
were received with all polfiblc marks of refpeft, and enter- the king at 
tained with all imaginable kindnefs, as well as with the ut- ^ ar ^ s * 
moft magnificence ; but, with all this, Charles took care not rj '" oma * cs 
to pulh his complaifance fo far as to afford the fmallcfl foun- 
dation for thofe claims of fu period ty, which fome princes t j je 
have been inclined to make from being invefted with the im- y in g D f 
perial dignity. He took occalion, om]he contrary, to make Navarre, 
fome ufe of this interview, by procuring his fon the dauphin 
to be declared perpetual vicar in the county of ifauphine , and 
the ancient kingdom of Arles , which wewftill reputed de- 
pendent on the emperor z . About this time happened the 
famous procefs againft the king of Navarre , on a charge of 
Intending to procure the king to be poifoned ; for which fome 
perfons iufFered, and that king loft his valuable pofleflions in 
• NormHuly , by which he had been fo troublefome 'to tHfe 
the French crown, and his lordfhip of Montpellier ; which 
• 

w Ancien. Chroniqiy de France, Froicsart. J. de Serrrs. 
x Hiftoire de Bertrand du Gueflin, H. Knychton, P. ABmil. 
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was all he had for the the counties of Champagne and B/je t 
and the di^:hy of Burgundy ; and at this very jun&ure he 
was on the point of being deprived of the reft of his domi- 
nions, by the infant of Cajtile > but Edwayd tlic third was 
now dead, which abated the terror of the Engliftj arms *• 
The reigning queen of France , and the dowager queen Joan , 
c&ceafed this year ; which gave the king great concern. 
Pope Gregory the eleventh alfo died; upon which the car- 
dinals elected an Italian prelate, who aflumed the name of 
Urban ; but, as he had the misfortune to difoblige the cardi- 
nal of Amiens , the French miniftcr, whom he charged with 
, 37 8 * being an enemy to peace, he and his affociates chofc an- 
other, who took the name of Clement the feventh, fixed 
his rcfidcnce at Avignon , and procured himfelf to be ao 
knowleged by all the crowns in alliance with France, except 
the king of Caftilc, who would acknowlegc neither b , but 
maintained a prudent and exaft neutrality. 

The death Thr king thought he could not have any feafon more 
Charles proper for executing the great defign he had formed, of an- 
V. nexing the duchy of Bretagne to the crown ; in order to 
which he proceeded againft the duke before the court of 
peers in parliament, with all poflible fol^mnity ; procured 
him to be attainted of felony, and his duchy, with the reft 
of the lands he held, to be confifcated, notwithftanding the 
oppofition given by the widow of Charges dc Bl&is, .in refpeft 
to the claim of her children on the extinction of the reigning 
houfe c . But, contrary to all probability, what was intended 
for the ruin, produced the refloration, of the duke; for the 
nobility, who had hitherto followed the French party, re- 
volted, recalled and received their natural prince, with all 
poflible teftimonies of loyalty and affe&ion, and drove the French 
out of the province. The king, liftening to the inflnuations 
of thecardinalof/^/a‘?w/,ihewedfomecoldnefstothe conftable, 
who thereupon offered to refign his office, # and to retire into 
A jy Cajlile ; from lfhich he was, with great difficulty, diverted ; 
% ' and even then declared, without ceremony, that he would 

not ferve againft his country d . Another egregious flip of the 
king was, the difbanding at once all the Breton officers aid 
foldiers in his fervice ; by which the duke was furnifhed 
jvith a complete army of his own fubje&s, formedHmd dif- 
ciplined at the ex pence of France ; with which he gained 
fuch advantages as produced negociation, and a fort of 

a Ancien. Chronique de France. f b Annales de France, 
' Gaguini Hift. P. Daniel. c Ancien, Chion. de France. 
d Gaguini Hift, Du*riLX,ET. 
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project for a peace. The Englifb, while the king wag thus 
occupied, began to reftore their affairs, and hag recovcial 
foine ccfti fide table places in Gitienne , and fcveral tallies in 
Auvergne and the Limojin. The con liable was lent, with a 
conliderable body of troops, to repicls them ; and withthefe 
* he laid liege to the caftle ol Chat fauna f dc Randan , in 
which there was a numerous garrifon ; uho, after a lotlj; 
fiege, entered into a capitulation, by which they piomifcd 
to furrender, in cafe they were not relieved by the twelfth of 
July . On that very day the’ conllable died, and the goverfldr 
of the fortrefs, notwithftanding, brought the keys, and laid 
them at the feet of his corpfe The king, as he had reafon, 
exprefied great concern for his death, and ordered his body 
to be interred in the abby of St. Denis , between the tomb of 
the queen hi* wife, and that intended for himfelf. The earl 
of Buckingham, unde to Kit hard the lecond, arrived at Calais 
with a ftrong corps of troops, and traverfed all France , tho* 
not without fome lofs, in order to throw himfelf into the 
country of Guiemie ; which he, at length, performed ; and, 
before the king could well lcccive advice of this, he was ad- 
vertifed, by the flopping of the ilfue in his arm, that he had 
but a fmall time tp live f . He thereupon fent for the dukes 
of Berry , Burgundy, and Bourbon, to whom he gave his laft 
inftrudions as to the government during his fon’s minority ; 
advifed them to give ihe conftable’s fword to Oliver dc Clijjon, 
to marry the young king to a pri reefs of Germany, in order 
to flrengthen their alliances, and to remove, as fpeedily as it 
was poffible, that heavy load of taxes which the ncceffities 
of the times had obliged him to impofe. He fupported the 
approach of death with great conftancy of mind, and, in 
his laft moments, fhewed much piety, and a perfeft refigna- 
tion. He breathed his lall at a country palace near the wood 
of Vincennes, in the forty-fourth year dShis age, and feven- 
teenth of his rejgng, exceedingly regretted by bis fubjc&s, 
and refpefted, as a wile and religious monz^th, by all the 
princes of Europe (D). 

Charles 

e Anden. Chronique de France. f Annales de France* 

f Anciovir Chronique de France. 

(D) The fagacity of this vice, which he received thank- 
prince was as much celebrated fully, and heard patiently ; but, 
in his life time as aftd’ his dc- in the end, ftjuared his aftions 
mife, and yet it was not more by his own judgment, which 
confiderable than his modelly* was always acknowleged to be 
lie did nothing without ad- right, becaufe it was always 

attended 
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Charles Charles the fixth, at the time of his father’s dcceafe, was 
\l.fuc- about twelve years old, and confequently under the jnecdlity 

of 


attended with fuccefs { i ). He 
had a fingular felicity in judg- 
fhg of the characters of men, 
which was much aflifted by his 
converting with them very fami- 
liarly. He chofe his minitiers 
and his generals with great cau- 
tion ; but he treated them with 
Confidence, and never difgraced 
them. He had an eye to every 
thing bimfelf, and he had two 
maxims in ceconomy that were 
very remarkable. The firft was, 
that he paid liberally ; for he 
had a notion, that, when a king 
was cheaply ferved, he was 
generally cheated : and he paid 
in ready money, without de- 
duction ; which, he thought, 
went as far again (2). He left 
an immenfe treafure behind 
him, for which he has been 
cenfured by fome, and com- 
mended by others ; but, with- 
out queflion, his aim in collect- 
ing it was good. He had feen 
the monarchy on the very point 
of perilling for w:i"t of money, 
and this, as wife as he was, 
made him think he could never 
have too much ; lie relented 
this when it was too^ate, and 
remitted foiao of the heavictl 
taxes the very day that he 
died (3). He wife the founder 
of the royal library, which is 
now become one of the princi- 

f >al ornaments of France 5 he 
eft therein nine hundred vo- 


lumes ; whereas his father king 
John had not above twenty (4). 
He was rather knowing than 
learned, but he was a lover of 
learning, and a great patron of 
learned men, and took fo much 
pleafure in their convention, 
that fome of the nobility, who 
were not of that number, took 
it amifs ; upon which Charles 
faid once what ought to be ever 
remembered, 44 It is true l love 
(clerks) men of letters, and 1 
hope my fucceflors will ever 
eltecm them ; for fo long as 
learning is cherifhed and 
promoted, fo long fhall this 
monarchy flourilh, and, when 
it lofcs its reputation, this 
kingdom 'will dwindle and 
decay (5).” His private life 
was perfectly regular; he role 
early ; )vas punctual in his de- 
votions ; dined before noon ; 
flept after dinner ; took mode- 
rate exercifc ; was never idle, 
and went to bed betimes (0). 
He had a cahnncfs in his tem- 
per which thofe about him of- 
ten millook for coldnefs ; with 
which they fometimes reproach- 
ed him, which he bore with 
great patience ; and very often 
they had the news of things 
being elFeCted, for which they 
were folliciting his orders ; and 
then the king fmiled & their 
confution (7). He was lefs fofc 
licitous about glory than any 
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oC having a guardian ; but who that was to be was not eafilyrr/v/r, **- 
determined. Tlie duke of Anjou, the cldeft of the king’s der the 
uncles, k who had quitted the command of the army on th $ tutelage of 
news of his brother’s ill nefs, claimed the regency as his right; uncle, 
and, upon a hearing before the parliament, it was allowed a JLj iC 
him h . T he duke of Berry , lefs able but not lefs ambitious, 
being for the prefent excluded, the care of the king’s perfdn c 0 „f u jion. 
and education was committed to the dukes of Burgundy and 
Bourbon , the former bis uncle by the father, and the latter 
his uncle by the mother’s fide. The young king was, with 
great fplendour, crowned at Rheims , and the duke of Bur - 
gundy took place of his elder brother, the regent, at table, as 
being the firft peer of France \ The fword of conftable was 
given to Oliver de Clijfon , and moft of the heavy taxes were 
fupprefled ;*but this was only for a little time. The regent* 


h Ancien. Chronique de France, Hill. Anonym, de Charles VI. 
1 Froissart. P. AEmil. 


of his predeceffors, or rather he 
confidered it in another point 
of light, making the public uti- 
lity his foie aim? and giving 
himfelf very little trouble about 
what the bulk of his courtiers 
either faid or thought.* He was 
very determined, with a great 
appearance of irrefolution, tak- 
ing his meafures while he feem- 
ed to deliberate ; by which he 
frequently defeated oppofitions 
that could not otherwife have 
been overcome : he was more 
follicitous about difeipline than 
numbers in his armies, and 
took care himfelf about maga- 
zines and provifions, which 
former princes thought beneath 
them ; and had fo perfelt a 
compfehenfion of whatever 
flight happen, that he never 
wantedjefources, either for re* 
• pairing a lofs or improving an 
advantage ( 8 ). His confort 
Joan, the daughter of Petmr 
duke of Bourbon , was^t princefs 


of exquifite beauty, admirable 
parts, and exemplary in her 
conduit ; for which reafon the 
king took her into his councils, 
and advifed with her about 
every thing he did, with a view 
chiefly to enable her to alt as 
regent during the minority of 
her fon ; but fhe died before 
him in labour, in 1378. He 
had by her Charles , who fuc- 
cecded him; Lewis duke of 
Orleans, from whom defeended 
the two royal houfes of Orleans 
and Anfpule/me ; five daughters 
who diefi. young ; Katherine , 
who efpoufed John count of 
Monttenfier , Jjpn to his brother 
the auke or Berry , by whom 
ihe had no iflue (9}. His body, 
by his own direction, was in- 
terred at St. Denis , his heart at 
the cathedral of Rouen, and his 
entrails at the abby of Maubuif* 
fon . Theatrical entertainments 
were firft introduced into France 
in his reign. 
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whom Joan queen of Naples had adopted, and who, upon 
her dcceaft, determined to aflert his pretenfions r to that 
crown, feized all the late king’s treafure, which amounted to 
many millions, his jewels, plate, and whatever elfe he had of 
value, to defray the expence of this expedition The 
<Jukes of Berry and Burgundy plundered alfo ; and tho* not 
with equal fuccefs, yet, taking all they could, the heavy 
taxes, fo lately laid alkie, were again to be impofed. The 
late king's fervants were ill-treated ; the chancellor, who 
had oppofed the duke of Anjou' s regency, was glad to refigu 
and retire ! . The bilhop of Amiens , whom the young king 
hated, fled to Avignon , with an immenfe fum which he had 
a mailed ; and a gentleman of the old king’s chamber was 
forced to difcovcr where his private treafure, con filling of 
many ingots of gold, lay concealed between' two walls ; 
this, however, he did nut do, till the duke of Anjou fent 
for an executioner to put him to death. In fine, all things 
fell into conlufion, the duke of Bourbon alone sifting in 3 
manner becoming his rank, and his near relation to the young 
king ; and even his good intentions were, in a greal men lure, 
fruftrated by the duke of Burgundy , who, tho’ he had pro- 
mifed to take care of the young monarch’s education, made 
his court to him by flattering his humour, and indulging him 
in all kind of diveiTions, in which lay his foie delight ; and 
this proved, in the courfe of his life afid reign, one principal 
caufe of his misfortunes m . 

peo- In fuch a fituation as this, the Englifb might have done 
pit in much towards refloring their .affairs, if the general policy, 
Langue- or rather peifidy, of the «ngc, had not prevented them. The 
doc, aud earl of Buckingham, with Englifb forces, had pafled the 
the inha- winter in Bretagne ; where, at the requeft of the duke, they 
buants of h ac j j a Id fiegc to J^intes, the only place of confequence in 
at is, 1 tje t hj s duchy that was il ill in the hands of the French ; but, 
'and aye they were thus employed, he took the opportunity of 

punijhtd bating with ? he crown of France; and, having obtained 
tdlr.purfe. as good terms as he could delire, agreed to quit the Englifb 
interefls, and oblige them to return into their ownclland ; 
which, without much difficulty, he performed n . The 
duke of Berry , tired of living like a private man, demanded, 
•or was put upon demanding, the government of Languedoc * 
in which he was fupported by his brother the duke of Anjou , 
from whom it had been taken^n the late reign, on account 

L 
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of*the exorbitant oppreflions of which he had been guilty, and 
bellowed on the count or Foix : but when the duke of Berry 
came to take pofieflion of it, the people peremptorily declared, 
they would not receive him ; upon which it became neceflary 
to reduce them by force °. The young king, who had a 
martial fpirit, propofed to have marched in perfon ; but thjs 
the duke of Burgundy hindered : however the duke of Berry 
profecured his defign with the greateft ftrength he could col- 
left, but was beaten by the count de Foix ; who rellefting on 
the confequeuces of his own viftory, and how dear he might 
be made to pay for this triumph, compromifed matters in 
time, and, withdrawing into his own dominions, left the 
government in difpute to the duke of Berry p. The people 
of Paris enraged, and unable to pay the old and new taxes 
that wcie laid upon them, broke out into an infurreftion; 
in which, having armed themfdves with mallets, they were 
from thence lliled Maillot ins. They rendered his capital un- 
fafe for the king and his council, and, in thefirft tranfports 
of their lefentmcnt, were guilty of feme cruelties and vio- 
lences nor to be excufed <3. The more fobftantial inhabitants, ^ j) 
taking their mcafures in the night, alfembled fucha force as 
difperfed thefe rioters, and reftored the public tranquility : 
but the duke of Anjou, who knew there was nothing to be 
got by profecuting beggars, made thefe burghers accountable 
for the mifehiefs doiK 'by thofe they had difperfed ; and, 
having engaged the king his nephew to aft againft them, in 
the end extorted one hundred thoufand livres for their 
pardon ; which was all that he wanted. Thus the king’s 
guardian plundered his fubjefts r . 

An eager delire to gain poflellion of the crown of Naples Charles 
was what induced the duke of Anjou to aft in this rapacious ca f ri f d L ^ 
manner. When he had accumulate^ all he could, he 
proceeded to Avignon , to the great joy of the whole nation ; 

. and from thence into Italy , with a better army^han either laivfttht 
of the two laft kings had been able to raife ; jwhere, without revolted 
performing any thing remarkable, except wafting all his Fie- 
treafure to the laft (hilling, he died of chagrin *. Upon his rnings. 
dfparture the duke of Burgundy had almoft the foie 
management of the king, whom he led with an army of 
iwenty tKoufand gens d’arms, and fixty thoufand foot, to* 
the affiftance of his father-in-law Lewis count of Flanders , 

• 
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who were in arms, on account of the enormous taxes Jie 
levied to jpaintain a diflolute court, and to fquander on his 
miftrcflcs and parafites The chief of the commons was 
Philip Artcvely the ion of James the famous brewer of 
Ghent ; and though he was forced into thefe troubles, yet, 
being once engaged, he afted with great fpirit and prudence, 
fcut it may be with too much ferocity, when he ordered no 
quarter to be given to the French , except to the little king 
Charles , whom he dircfled, if taken, to be brought to him, 
that being bred up at Ghent he might learn to fpeak good 
A.D. Flcmifb u . The firft operations of the war were favourable 
I 3 82, to the Flemings , but in a general aftion at Rofebccque they 
were entirely defeated, with the lofs of twenty-five thoufand 
men, amongft whom was their chief. This was followed 
by the moft outrageous a&s of feverity ; and the king having 
humbled the Flemings , as well as reftored their count, re- 
turned into his own dominions with a victorious army, dif- 
pofed to obey any orders, without prefuming to diftinguilh 
whether it could be for the king’s fervice to cm the throats 
of his fubjeCh, who were in no condition to refill w . 
Returning In their young king’s abfence the people of Pa* is had fal- 
< with a Jen into frefh tumults, and been guilty of various ads of 
•vitiorious indiferetion, urged by the weight of their taxes, and the 
army\ he fcandalous manner in which they law them confumed. They 
tb**vh& k new king, or rather his uncles, were exceedingly dif- 
j Jt *' picafed, and therefore they dreaded his return: but to put 
tiu /.-I kcll face they could upon the matter, they armed thirty 
iniaiyuu * » hou find men very completely, and marched out to meet 
t!i‘ ■; monarch by way of parade, but in reality in hopes of 
making fomc imprelfion *. In this, however, they loft their 
:i. n, their force was defpifed, and the infult was puniflied. 
’I he little king marched into his capital at the head of his 
to 1 ecs, took pofleflrfti of it as if he had entered it by ftorm, 
broke to vi ict of their gates, beat down the chains, and fliut 
their ftreets, compelled them to deliver up their arms, 
arrefted between two and three hundred of their principal 
town linen, put fome of them to death every day for a fort- 
night, ami amongft them the advocate general, wtfo hqd 
been often a mediator between the crown and the people, 
who w.)*i upwards, of feventy years old, and whofa greatefl; 
oftu-ce confuted in having been of the party of the duke of 

* Aixien Cbror.ini’c dc France.* B J. de Serres. Le 
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Anjou y. After this the king deprived the city pf its privi- 
leges ; and having extorted an exorbitant fum from the reft 
of the Burgefles, difcharged fuch of his prifoners as were 
ftill in prifon, and had not been included in thofe warrants 
by which others were put to death. Much the fame 
conduft was \fed to the cities of Rouen, Troyes, and Orleans 
and fevcral other great towns, by which incredible fums 
were extorted from the poor people, and fo little of them 
applied to the king’s fervice, that the greateft part of the 
army was difbanded, without being paid. The Englijb , un- 
der the command of the earl of Buckingham , now duke of 
Gloucejicr, landing at Calais , marched through Picardy and 
Artois to the a fG dance of the Flemings (for the people of 
Ghent ftill held out), and in conjunftion with them befieged 
Tpres ; to thoreliefof which the king marched with a potent 
army, which the allies being too weak to refill, raifed the 
fiege, and the Englijb quitting the places they had taken. 

Were at length obliged to fortify Bourbourg , where they 
made fo gallant a defence, that at length it was agreed to 
permit them to retire, with ail the honours of war, to Ca- 
lais z . The duke of Bretagne , at whofe requeft it was 
done, was deeply* cenfured, notwithftanding which he had 
credit enough to negotiate a truce between the two crowns 
for fix months ; and his power of doing this by dint of influ- 
ence at the court of London, made him more fufpefted and 
more hated a . 

The year following was remarkable for the death of The duh 
Lewis, count of Flanders, which happened towards the end of Bur- 
of January ; by which the king’s uncle, Philip , added to gundy 
his duchy of Burgundy that county, together with thofe of 'Mhlijhed 
Artois , Retel, Never s, and feveral other lor dihips, of which*? Flan * 
he went in perfon to take poffelfion b . Tjiere was a neg 
ation at this time carried on between the dukes pf Berry, 
Burgundy , and Bxetagne, on one fide, and the dukes of Anjou 
Lancajler and Gloucefter on the other, for a^peace ; but it crown'd 
ended only in a continuance of the truce c . The duke of king •/ 
Anjou, flic firft of the fecond French line of the monarchs Sicily, 
of Sicily, died about this time, under circumftances which 
have been before-mentioned : the king took his widow and 
hjs fon urttfer his proteflion, procured the pope to acknow- 
lege the young prince in quality of king of the Two Sici- 
lies, and fent an army to eftaWilh him in the county of Pro - 
4 
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Denes, \vh|ch he held by the fame title. The king berng 
now feventeen, of a very robufl and fanguine constitution, 
his uncles thought it time that he fhould marry ; and this 
being once deci.ii ed, a great many princefles were mentioned, 
fuel: as a daughter of the duke o ILancafter, a daughter of the 
fluke of terrain , and feveral others : but the dukes of Bur - 
gundy and Bourbon , reflecting on the ftriCt charge the late 
king had given than, that his fon (liould efpoufe a princefs 
of Germany , they were more inclined to the princefs Ifabelta , 
daughter to the duke of Bavaria , of whofe wit and beauty 
they can fed a very high repoit to be made to their nephew ri . 
The king declared that he would not follow the cuftom of 
princes in binding himfelf for life to a woman he had never 
ieen ; and therefore infilled upon an interview with this 
princefs. This was at length ftipulated fhould be at Amiens , 
^ ^ where flic was brought by her aunt, the duchefs of Brabant , 
who took care to give her all the inftru&ions neceffary for 
fee u ring the heart of the young monarch, which flic <fld fo 
effectually at firft fight, that he declared immediately his re- 
folulion to conclude a marriage, which proved equally fatal 
to himfelf and to his fubje&s e . 

Theyouw The fixing and celebrating the king’s marriage did not fo 
wa f ei entirely occupy the thoughts of his uncles, and other coun- 
tihixfr- fellors, as to take off their thoughts from the war; on the 
v into contrary, conceiving that the pofieflibn of Calais , which put 
Flanders it in the power of the Englifh to make anoffenfive war on 
andfnds France at their pleafure, was the true reafon why they flood 
T-clie/ to U p 0ll f uc h high terms, and would not hear of peace with- 
i je bcots. out t h e reftitution of Normandy as well as Guienne , they 
projected an invafion of England, as the moft likely means to 
bring their enemies to reafon. As this enterprize required 
long and vaft preparations, they began early, and the port of 
Sluy s was appointed for the place of rendezvous f . The in- 
habitants of Ghent, and the Flemings in® general, who con- 
tinued in artrfs againft the duke of Burgundy , having intel- 
ligence of this, and having lived long in connexion with the 
Englijh , framed a project for burning the French fleet in 
the harbour. This fcheme, which was fo well laid by*he 
. inhabitants of Dam that it could fcarce have, failed, was dif- 
errered by one who had engaged in it, which lo provoked 
the king, that he was very eafily prevailed upon by the 
duke of Burgundy to transfer the feat of war into the Low 
Countries ; where having in perfonunade himfelf mafter of 
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that place, and punifhed the people feverely, it To much af- 
fefted the burghers of Ghent, that they enteredfinto a nego- 
tiations ith the duke of Burgundy, and fubmkting to him 
on certain terms reftored peace to the Low Countries c. 

This was a point of great confcquence to the duke, who. in 
the management of the king’s affairs, took caie to make 
them turn highly to his own advantage; for having nurriM 
the king to a princefs of Bavaria , he from thence took an 
opportunity of marrying his own foil to the daughter and 
heirefs of Albert of Bavaria , count of Zealand, Hainault, 
and Holland, by which he fecured to his family that import- 
ant fucceflion, and vaflly augmented his own power, which 
the French patriots confidered as but too great bcfoie (hat 
ncccflion \ The fame year John de Vienne, admit a] of 
France , was fent with a powerful fuccour to the affiffanccof 
Robert It. Ring of Scots, and, in conjunction with that 
prince* gained confiderable advantages in the north of Eng - 
land ; i'o that high and well-founded hopes were entertained 
of a peace, to be made on .advantageous terms, in confe- 
quence of this diverfion : but the admiral becoming amorous jy 
of one of the king’s neareft relations, and his officers imitat- , 3*85* 
ing his gallantry, they found themfelves quickly upon fo bad 
terms with their allies, that they were glad to feize the pre- 
tence of a fhort truce to return home, without having done 
any thing but diferediting their country l . Many of the 
French hillorians reproach the Scots with their cold nefs, Cu- 
pidity, and downiihnefs, upon this occafion ; but a modern 
writer very fairly owns, that the admiral and thofe about 
him were the only people to blame, and who facriliced to 
their pleafures their interefb and their duty k . 

The duke of Burgundy , who both propofed and difap- An im>a- 
pointed the expedition againft England , the preceding year,/ 0 * 
in order to ferve his own turn in the Lorit Countries, was now England 
very forward to carry it into execution. Having difpofed^j 7 ^ i0 
the king’s forces ?h fuch a manner as to prevent any impref- 
fion from being made on his dominions, he at length aflembled ^nTlch 
a very numerous army in the neighbourhood, and a prod!- 0 f 
gions ifcet in the harbour, of Sluys. Some writers fay French, 
twenty thoufand horfe, twenty^ thoufand crofs bows, and 
twenty thaufand foot, differently armed, and, which is much • 

Ulore extraordinary, upwards of twelve hundred vefleU i . 

There was befides a vaft wooden edifice, or floating town, 
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which was contrived for the prote&ion of the foldiers when 
landed; aid yet all thefe dnpendous preparations, which 
cod fo much time, trouble, and expence, and of which fuch 
great expectations had been raifed, came to nothing, thro* 
the indolence or rather the obdinacy of the duke of Berry r 
who, having been originally againd this meafure, carried on 
Jiis pai t of the armament fo llovvly, that he did not arrive at 
SJuys till the middle of September , when it was found that 
the fealon was too far advanced, and that no invafion was 
then practicable ,n . A dorm that happened foon after 
drove the greated part of the fleet on lhore, and beat the 
wooden edifice all to pieces; the remains of which the king 
bedowed upon the duke of Burgundy , to whom he alfo gave 
the port of Shiys, which was then very commodious, and of 
the utmod importance. This confoled him for the misfor- 
tunes of the campaign, and all kind of diverfions were con- 
^ * trived to amufe the young king, and render him lefs atten- 

tive to the clamours of the people, who bore with great im- 
patience the prodigious impofitions laid upon them without 
pity, levied with the utmod violence, and then diverted to 
. private ides, or fquandered to no purpofe n . 

TU duke In a date weakly governed, every man, who has a high 
o' Bre- fpirit and a competent proportion of power, is apt to fancy 
t : 1 E ne himfelf indepedent, and to adt as if he really was fo* The 
Jnz.cs the duke ( j c ft re f a g ne had long afted in this fort, and was much 
conj.a • f u fp C< q;ed of correfponding with the Englijh ; but he was 
pofleifed of great abilities as well as power, and he faw that 
f:w / s thefe rendered him fo much refpefted, that he ventured on an 
Itojh him . adtion as unaccountable as it was inexcufeable. The conda- 
ble de Clijjon had ranfomed the two fons of Charles dc Blois r 
and had given a daughter of his to the elded, who continued 
to bear the arms of Bretagne , contrary to treaty ; the duke 
refented this extremely. Having fummoned an aflembly of 
his edatts, he cajoled the condable till he got him into his. 
power, and then feized and fent him prlfoner to a fortrefs 
near to the lea fide, where, in the height of his paffion, 
he more than once ordered him to be murdered, but thofc 
who received his orders were too wife to execiAe them : 
at length the duke, after obliging him to render the fortrefles 
he had in his territory, extorted a vad fum of money from 
him, by way of ranfom, and then fet him at liberty The 
condable complaining to the; king of this ufage, he was in- 
clined to do him ample juftice; but his uncles, who dif- 

w 
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liked the influence of the conftable over his yotHig matter, A.D. 

obliged the duke to reftore the fortrefles, refund the money, 1 

and let the thing reft there P. At this jun&ure the young 
king of England, Richard II. had made ail entire change in 
his adminiftration, not without exciting great commotions 
amongft his fubje&s, of which rhe conibble thought to take 
advantage, »by landing with a great body of troops in his 
dominions ; which project was entirely overthrown by this 
management of the duke of Bretagne , who, it was thought, 
received an equivalent for the reftitutions he had been 
obliged to make in France 3. 

The duke of Burgundy prevented the king’s attention to c] iar ] es 
his own affairs the next year, by engaging him to turn his yj f recs 
arms againft jhe duke of Gueldres, who making a fpeedy himjelf 
fubmiffion, left Charles at liberty to return into his own and his 
kingdom, and to execute the defign he had been long medi- fubjeth by 
tating, of becoming in faft, as well as in fhow, the fovereign ajjnmwg 
of his people : he kept his fecret till he found a favourable t ^ e &°~ 
opportunity of doing what he propofed, and then confided ^ cn * VU7 ' t » 
it only to thofe who were to be employed in bringing it to . mm ‘ 
pafs : he called a council at Rhcims , at which were prefen t co ]' u:ct j 
his uncles, the dukes of Berry , Burgundy , and Bourbon, the 
princes of the blood, the conftable, the archbifhop of Rheims, 
the chancellor, and many other perfons of diftin&ion in the 
church and of the rooe r . The king then acquainted rhe 
aflembly, that he was under great obligations to his uncles, 
as well for the trouble they had taken in giving him inftruc 
tions, as for the pains they had been at in governing the realm, 
but that, for the future, he was determined to difeharge his 
duty himfeif, with the afliftance of fuch a council as he fhould 
think fit to appoint. The chancellor explained the fuhjctt 
more at large, and then collected the opinions, beginning 
with the cardinal of Laon , who, in a fuccintt fpcech, ap- 
proved and applauded the king’s intentions, ajjfd, in flievv ac 
kaft, his fentiment was approved by the reft; but the dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy were extremely difpleafed, and the 
cajdinarbeing the chief objeft of their malice, peri filed foon 
after by poifon 8 . Of his uncles, the king only retained the 
duke of Bourbon , and the conftable, the chancellor, with • 
ft>me other of his Father’s old officers, made up the new 
council. The face of affair%was immediately changed ; a 
truce with England was concluded for three years, that the 
king might have leifure to look ftri&ly into the ftate of his 
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affairs, and| to give what eafe he could to his people He 
began by reforming the parliament and his houfhold^ lcffen- 
ed the number and expence of both, rcftored the liberties 
and privileges of Paris , abolifhed taxes and imports, received 
whatever petitions were brought him, and redrefled griev- 
ances of every kind with fuch alacrity, as plainly (hewed, 
however his name might be employed, they did not take 
their rife from him As all hirtorians agree he was the 
beft made, the beft bred, and the beft tempered man in his 
dominions, it is eafy to conceive that, by this change of 
meafures, he became highly popular, infomuch that his fub* 
jefts beftowtd on him the furname of the H r cll-be!ovcd , which 
he certainly deferved. lie was fo far from being fufpicious, 
that the mart malevolent infinqations made no imprellion on 
him ; “ I had rather (faid he) believe well of an ill man, 
“ than run the hazard of conceiving an ill opinion of one 
“ who behaves well.** Being told that a courtier, to whom 
he had been very kind, fpoke amifs of him, he anfwered, 
D. without emotion, “ It cannot be true; for how can a man 
1388. « fpcak evil of us who have done him much good ? ” He 
had a very retentive memory, and as he parted through the 
ftreets, upon public occafions, not only returned the falutes 
of private perfons, but fpoke to them by their names, and 
enquired after their families. With^all this affability there 
was nothing of artifice, and though he made many promifes 
he never failed to make them good. So many good quali- 
ties fcarce ever centered in one who made fo indifferent a 
prince v'. 

Male 1 a He loved fpeftacles ; and to indulge this humour caufed 
tour to A- the queen to make a public entry into Paris, after which jfhe 
vignon, was crowned with great folemnity : he then made a tour to 
and in his Avignon , where he faw his coufin Lewis, duke of Anjou, 
return <vt- cr0 wned by pope Clement king of the Two Sicilies. In his 
fits Lan- return h e examined ftriftly into the ftate of affairs in Langue - 
and ^ oc> recc * ve d aU applications to him gracioufly, and, in re- 
Jes 'the' drefling grievances, forgot that the duke of Berry , who was 
profit's the author of moft of them, was his uncle, tho’ h^ treated 
gri*v- him upon all occafions with great perfonal refpeft *. In this 
uuceu • progrefs alfo he vifited the count de Foix , Gajlon Phoe- 
bus, one of the mort accomplirtied princes of that age ; 01* 
as others fay, he was vifited by him at Tbouhufe. He was 
fo well pleafed with the refpeft (hewn him by Charles , that, 
paving no children, he declared him h\s heir : and as he died 
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foon after fuddenly, the king might have annexed that coun- 
ty to the domains of the crown, if he had not, atlthe inter- 
ceffion oT the duke of Berry , regarded the rights of the. 
count’s nephew ; yet the duke had not intereft enough to 
preferve his own government, which the king gave away, 
to prevent his revenging himfelf upon thofe who had laid 
open his tyranny and oppreflion ■. I he fame year his bro* A la- 
ther the duke of Tourainc , afterwards duke of Orleans 1 j s 9* 

efpoufed Valentina , daughter to the duke of Milan, and 
his coufin german, after a great difappointment in regard to 
the heirefs of Hungary, to whom he was contracted, and 
who by a real or pretended force was prevailed on to elpoufe 
another prince 

Thi<: king, who was of a very aftlve difpofition, wh of/ v yj, t 
delighted in •feats of arms, and who was defirous of dif. „/• B^rry 
tinguilhing himfelf in the field, had often great entei pi i/c '/out Hur- 
in his head. Sometimes he thought of marching againft gui'dy 
Bajazet, emperor of the Turks ; at other time^ he propofcd ta J n u 
putting an end to the fchifm which had fuo lifted for fo //r '^ 
many years, by putting pope Clement the feventh, who r f 
fided at Avignon, i:i p^flcflioii of Rome: but his minilters, * 
and more especially the conftable, (hewed him fo clearly 
what dreadful confequcnces would follow in cafe he em- ^cnimuu. 
barked in either of thefe enterprizes, that, being convinced, 
he acquiefced in their council. But they fent troops to the 
alfiftance of the Gcnoefe, and other allies, and flic wed all 
polfible attention to whatever concerned, even in a diftant 
degree, the honour of the crown ». The dukes of Bcrrv 
and Burgundy, though they kept within the bounds of their 
duty, were extremely mortified by their exclufion from 
court, which they attributed entirely to the conftable ; and 
by their connivance at leaft, if not encouragement, the duke 
of Bretagne made no great hafte in the performance of his 
treaty, and particularly hi reftoring the lands whiclf belonged 1 39°- 
to the count de Penthievre , fon-in-law tu j^ie conftable ; 
upon which he invaded the territory of the duke, and great 
difordej^ were committed on both Tides ^ The duke of 
Lmicajler came over to negotiate a peace, in which finding 
much more difficulty than he expefted, he contented himfelf 
yith renewing the truce for another year. The death of • 
the duchefs of Orleans gave the king an opportunity of be- 
ftowing on his brother that 4ide and duchy, not much to 
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the Citisfaflion of the inhabitants, who were very unwilling 
to fall und^r the dominion of a prince of the blood c . This 
was chiefly owing to what had happened to the people of 
Languedoc , under the adminiftration of the duke of Berry f 
and what they were ftill like to fuffer ; for that prince had 
obliged the baron de Chevreufc , his fucceflor, to leave it, 
afad refign the government into the king’s hands, by threats 
of caufing him to be aflaffinated d . At length, not without 
difficulty, the king reftored peace on the fide of Bretagne f 
or rather fufpended the war ; for the duke remained the ir- 
reconcileable enemy of the conftable, who was no lefs hated 
by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy , all the malccontents 
referring their fuppofed grievances to him, becaufe he was 
at the head of the council and flood higheft in the king’s 
ft p favour; and becaufe that, from being a private gentleman, 
himfclf by his merit to fuch high honours, and 
by his prudence and ceconomy had acquired an immenfe 
fortune; which his enemies not only envied, but in cafe of a 
confifeation were in hopes they might fhare c . 

P. Craon Amongst the lords who made a figure at court, there 
attempts was one Peter Craon , a man of parts and pleafure, but very 
to affojji- profligate. He had been the confident of the regent duke of 
vote the Anjou, and was intrufted to bring him fdpplies of money 
Tcf’ff w ^ ien * ie was * n k ut he betrayed his truft, and la- 

/laves V1 ^ le d m debaucheries at Venice , \yhat fhould have fup- 
bim fbr* S f! 0VtQ ^ k‘ is matter and his friends at Naples , who perifhed 
dead. for want of it f. At his return to Trance he was profecutcd, 
and paid a large fine; but being well with the rakes at court, 
and becoming the declared favourite of the duke of Orleans , 
he had more credit than ever. The know lege he had of 
that prince’s intrigues proved his ruin; for, hoping to gain 
the efteem of the duchefs, he informed her of fome things ; 
file, to bring about»ti reconciliation, gaye him up to the 
duke, who«would have had him aflaffinated; but the whole 
tale coming to t£e king’s ears, he forbid him the court, and 
ordered him to retire to his own eflate, which he did *• 
There, diftratted with his difgrace, which he attributed en- 
tirely to the conftable, he took the cruel refolution of*'mur* 
dering him, and having difpatched a band of aflaflins, one by 
gne, to Paris, he followed them thither. As the conftable 
le turned from court about midnight, with a few attendants, 
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he; attacked him with his band of ruffians, and left him for 
dead, after they had given him fifty wounds h . Iras// mak- 
ing his •cfcapc lied into Bretagne, where the duke, out of 
enmity to the conftabie, received and protected him. In a 
month’s time that great man recovered, to the amazement of 
the court, and to the great joy of the king his matter, who 
caufed fuch of the attattins as could be feized to be put to 
death, condemned Craon to the like punifhmcnt, c auling his 
houfe to be demoliffied, which has fince been converted into 
a churchward l . 

The king having demanded Cram to be fenl him in chains 7 u kin % 
by the duke of Bretagne , that prince anfwered that he knew man king 
nothing of him ; to which the king yielding no credit, Ult0 Brc- 
xnarchcd with all the forces he could collect into his territo* ta 8 nc * l * 
rics, notwithstanding the pains taken by the dukes of Berry attac J* e d 
and Burgundy to appeafe him, who, after being fo long y £ !f m a 
kept from court, were recalled to accompany him in thisV^/J/» 
expedition k . The army arriving at Mans , the king was ^ 
feized with a flow fever, but could not be prevailed upon to 
reft or take phylic. On the fifth of Augufl , having matched 
all day in the heat of the fun, a miferable, ragged, wild- 
looking fellow, dn/ted from behind a tree, and laying hold 
of the bridle of his horfe, cryed out “ Stop! where aic you 
u g° l!1 g king? you are betrayed,” and ■ immediately with- 
drew again into the w<¥>d. The king patting on, not a little 
difturbed, it happened that one of the two pages who rode 
behind him and carried his lance, overcome with heat, fell 
afleep, and let it fall upon the helmet which was carried by 
the other; the king, hearing a tinckling noif'e, looked behind, 
and feeing the page lifting the fpear killed him immediately ; 
then riding furioufly with his fword drawn, he ftruck on 
every fide and at every body, till having broke his fword, 
one of his gentleman leaped up behind* him and held his 
arm He fell fogn aft^r, and lay as if he had fcfcen dead ; 
fo that being taken up and tied in a waggon, was carried 
back to Mans , where he fell into a lethargy that lafted for 
two days, and then he came a little to himfelf m . This ac- 
cident put an end to the war. The dukes of Berry and Bur - 
gundy feized the government, excluding the duke of Orleans , l W 2 ' 

whom his brother, at the time he became frantic, had like • 
to have killed. At their return to Paris they fent the king's 
principal minifters to feveral prifons, bellowed the office of 
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conftable <jn- Philip de Artois, count d'Eu, Oliver de Clijbn 
having retired into Bretagne , where he defended his lands 
againft the duke with fueh fpirit and courage, as at length 
forced him to feck a reconciliation In the winter the king 
fo far recovered, as to fave the lives of his minifters, whom 
bis uncles had procured to be condemned, but he was 
obliged to banifh them, to gratify thofe in whofe hands he 
was 

HU indif- History fcarce affords any parallel of a court or country 
poptionis more corrupt, and at the fujne time more mifcrablc, than 
augmented that of this unfortunate prince and his fubjefts, in confe- 
by another qucnce of his misfortune: all ■ was difeord and confufion, 
lingular intrigues, debauchery, and diffehfion. The dukes of Ber - 
and un- r y an( j j] l(ff g Un gy ru ] e d the kingdom, excluding the duke of 
accident 0r ^ earis y under pretence of his youth, from an/ftiare in the 
government, and even from the fhadow of power. It was 
not fo with his duchefs, the daughter of the duke of Milan , 
and the grand-daughter of king John ; young, beautiful, and 
infinuating, fhe acquired fuch an empire over rhe king, that 
fhe governed him at her pleafure ; and, which is more ex- 
traordinary, it was fhe only that could govern him, for in 
the time of his malady he knew nobody eife, not even the 
queen p . This offended the duchefs of Burgundy extremely, 
who could not endure to fee fo much court paid to rhat prill- 
cefs, for the fake of the influence fhe 'had over the diftem- 
pered king ; and, as is too frequently the cafe, the quarrels 
between the wives extended themfelves to their hufbands, 
and produced that furious and implacable hatred, which in 
its effefts was fo pernicious, and in the end was very near 
proving deftru&ive to France . To render the duchefs of 
Orleans odious to the people, it was given out that fhe had 
bewitched the king, and, to heighten the odium, it wasfaid 
that the djjke of Orleans had alfo bewitched the queen. 
But the moft candid writers confefs, that there was no 
ground to fufpdft any other kind of magic than what flowed 
from the afflduity of the young and handfome, when un- 
reflrained by principle or fentiment they give a loofe t q, their 
portions. When the king, through the care of his phyfician^ 
feemed to be tolerably well recovered,, another unlucky ancj 
unforefeen accident deprived him again of his fenfes 1. The, 
queen married one of her ladies of honour, a German , to a 
perfbn of diftin&ion about the dourt, and the marriage was 

l 

* n Ancieti. Chroniqne de France, Du Tlllet. • Gag. 

1 lift- Dupleix. #p J. de Serres. s Ilift. Anonym, 
de Charles VI. ' 


to 



49 * 


C. 4.' • *fbe Htfiory of France, j 

to be kept with great folemnity at the palace offthe queen 
dowager* rciift of Philip de Valois . Amongft other amufe- 
ments there was to be a mafque, which gave occalion to 
fomc young lords to appear in the drefs of lavages, made of 
linen, which fat clofe to their bodies, coveied with rofin, 
which while hot had been powdered over with down, tjiai 
they might appear like fatyrs ; the count dc Joigny, Jobain 
natural fon to the count de Foix, the fon of the count dc 
Valent inois, Nantouillet , and Guifai one of the efquires of 
the body, were of this party, and the “king made the fixth r. 

This trivial fecret was fowell kept, that, when they came to 
the ball, they were not known, but their whim was mightily 
* applauded ; the duchefs of Berry , feeing him robuft and wpll- 
naade, laid hold of the king, and told him (he would not 
part with him till flic knew who he was. In the mean time 
the other live began the dance, when the duke of Orleans , 
out of levity, making a fhew of running a lighted torch a- 
gainll one of the favages, fet his habit on fire, which quickly 
communicated the flame to the reft, and changed this feene 
of wanton mirth into forrow and diftrefs. 

In the midft of their torments, the mafles roared out con- His dif- 
tinually lave the lfing, fave the king. The duchefs of Ber- tafi re - 
ry immediately recolfefted that he muft be the mafk which turns gra- 
flood by her, and thereupon throwing her robes over him, dually , 
and wrapping them clSfe about him, put out the fire : Nan- mor * f re ~ 
touillet , by jumping into ciftern of water, faved his life ; 
the other four were fo terribly burnt that they died in two 
days; and the king was fo much afFe&ed with the fright and violence, 
with grief, that it caufed a relapfe \ After this the king 
had four or five fits every year to the time of his death, 
pic grew heavy and uneafy the evening before the fit, and 
the next morning, as foon as he awal#^, appeared either 
furious or foolilh. . Sometimes he was boifterous # and cruel, 
at others melanchbly and full of tears j and fometimes he 
would latygh and play like a child, but kne# nobody, and 
would take nothing, fave only the duchefs of Orleans , and 
from htr hands S In his lucid intervals his uncles took care 
to amufe him with diverfions of every kind, and, to the ut- 
moft of their power, hindered his addifting himfelf at all to # 
Imfinefs, under colour of concern for his health : this was of* 
a piece with their politics in the time of his minority; but 
they afted more wifely in another refpeft, fince, contenting 
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A. D. themfelvcs with the annual and entire revenue of the crown, 
1393* they did nor, as before, opprcfs the people with taxes; and 
perceiving that the paflion which prevailed at court for gam- 
ing began to extend itfelf into the provinces, they took care, 
by good laws, to flop the progrefs of this malady, and to 
fybftitute martial and manly exercifes, inftead of fuch me- 
thods of confuming their leifure time u . They fliewed like- 
wife great refpe£t to the parliament, which now began to 
fit through the year, with only fome (hort vacations, accord- 
ing to the regulations preferibed by the king, who made 
fcveral other rules, that were fo prudent and ufcful as to 
be ever fince retained w . 

Aecommo- The government of France did all that lay in their power 
dates all to compofe the fchifm that had fo long difturbed the church, 
difputes and laboured earneflly to perfuade the two popes to refign 
nvitb king their dignities, to facilitate a meafure of fo great importance, 
Richard p ut t | ie pontiffs, who never could agree in any thing before, 
ft T J °l ■ underftood each other’s mind in this, and concerted their 
dauJkter* excu ^ es we ^» that Clement , who refided at Avignon , died 
IfabeL * n P°^> on of the papal charafter; and, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of the crowned heads, the cardinals of hi? fac- 
tion chofc Peter de Luna , a Spaniard , Who aflumed the 
name of Benedict the thirteenth, and proved even more in- 
traftable than his predeceffor x . The truce with England 
was prolonged from time to time, till rft length king Richard 
II. found it expedient to marry the princefs Elizabeth the 
daughter of Charles , though a child ; upon which they had 
an interview with -each other, .and concluded a truce for 
thirty years. On this occafion Charles prevailed upon the 
king of England to rcflore the important fortrefs of Brejl to 
the duke of Bretagne , who had mortgaged it to his grand- 
father for an immen^i fum of money : he alfo redeemed Cher- 
bourg in Normandy , which belonged to Charles the Noble 9 
king of Navarre , to whom he gave the ddchy of Nemours , 
as an equivalent for his eftates in that province, and for all 
his other pretenfions y. On the other hand, the king of 
England procured the pardon of Peter Craon 9 and thdf- refU- 
tution of his lands, who, at his return to Paris , IheweS 
himfelf a moft exemplary penitent, and employed his reve- 
nues in making fatisfaftion to a multitude of perfons whom * 
he had injured *. The Genoefe , wearied with domeftic 
troubles and foreign wars, putthemfelves under the protec- 
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tion of France \ On the contrary,, die count Pcrigord 
having artembled a confiderable body of troops, Jnade ui'e of 
them tct fubdue by force feveral places to which he had pre- 
tenfions, without refpetting the arrets of parliament, or the 
king’s orders. One of the marfhals of France being fent 
againft him, beat his troops, befieged him in one of his for- 
trefles, and, having conftrained him to furrender, carried ^ ^ 
him prifoner to Paris , where his procefs was quickly made, ’ 
in confequence of which he was condemned to lofe his head 
and his lands. The duke of Means interpofed, and by that 
means preferved the one and acquired the other ; for this 
young prince was yet more violent and more rapacious than 
• his uncles, and one way or other had amalfed prodigious 
wealth, befides many counties and feigniories, omitting no- 
thing that could extend his power or augment his wealth 

Sigismund, king of Hungary , being attacked by Baja- The cmnt 
zet, emperor of the Turks, demanded, in very humble o/Nv vers 
terms, the afliftance of the crown of France, to which in - am * ^ 
deed lie had little pretence, fince he had carried away by 
force, and cfpoufed, the heirefs of Hungary , at a time when ^7^* ff 
flie was contrafted to the duke of Orleans L . However, the great corps - 
humility of the application having effaced the memory of the troo p s n . 
affront, the flowef of the French nobility marched to his aflift- g a injl ths 
ance. At the head of thefe forces was John, duke of Nevers , Turks, 
eldeft fon to the duke of Burgundy , the count de Eu , conftabie 
of France', the count ie la Marche, prince of the blood, the 
madhal de Boucicaut, the fieur de Coucy, John de Vienne, ad- 
miral of France, the princes of Bar, the fieurs Sempi and 
Tremouille, Rainald de Roie , with upwards of two thoufand 
gentlemen, at their own expence. It is agreed, that there 
never appeared a body of troops better equipped, more war- 
like, or more wicked 4 . They forced king SigiJmund to 
fight the Turks at great difadvantagd* the battle wa$ loft 
entirely through their imprudence, in which ihe admiral 
John de Vienne tfas killed upon the fpot; the count de Eu, 

.and the fieur de Coucy, died in prifon; the 2ount de Nevers , 1 35^* 

the marfhal de Boucicaut, and the reft of the princes, were 
xanfoftied at a vaft expence, which did not difpleafe the 
Tluke of Burgundy his father, who, under colour of his fon’s 
eanfom, levied twice as much upon the people 4 . This w*p 
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the farndls defeat of Nicopolis , which rendered ih'e French 
equally <fliou$ in the eyes of the Turks and of their own 
allies* The office of conftable was bellowed on tlve marlhal 
de Sancerre f . The next year the king had more frequent 
returns of his malady than ew, and was once fufprized fo 
fuddenly, that he called to the duke of Burgundy to take 
4iis dagger from his fide ; adding, “ I had rather die than 
“ injure any of my fubje&s.” His daughter the princefs 
Mary , a child of five years old, was fent to a nunnery, in 
purfuance of the king's vow ; and the queen dowager Blanch 
of Navarre , widow of Philip de Valois t died univeffally re- 
gretted 8. 

The emperor Wencejlaus made a tour into France * in or* 
ror makes der to vifit the king, and to concert meafures for obliging 
a tour to pope Benedict to refign, as the only efFe&ual means for put- 
Paris, and ting an end to the fchifm; but the king being attacked by 
Henry hisdifeafe, during the emperor’s refidence 'at court, the pro- 
IV. /up - j e £j s concertec j w ith him came to nothing. The marlhal de 
Boucicautj however, was fent to befiege the pope in his pa- 
lace, which he did, but with very little efFeft ; for the duke of 
Orleans , merely becaufe he wa9 attacked by the dukes of Ber- 
ry and Burgundy , became his prote&or, and in the king s 
lucid intervals fet afide what they did by their own authority 
at other times 1 *. Henry , carl of Derby, fon to John of 
Gaunt , duke of Lancajler , having been banifhed from Eng- 
land, after vifiting other foreign counfries came into France , 
where he was received very kindly, and treated with great 
marks of efteem ; but returning into England, under pretence 
of demanding his inheritance on the death of his father, 
he found the affeftions of the people fo much alienated 
from the king his coufia, that he found it no difficult 
matter to depofe Richard, and to feat himfelf on his 
throne *. The Ftfnch were not much difturbed at this 
event, becvufe they flattered themfclves that the people of 
Guienne , and more cfpecially the inhabitants of Bourdeaux, 
yrhere Richard\ as born, and where he was ftill exceedingly 
beloved, would have revolted. But they found them- 
felves millaken ; upon which the king fent the fieur *Albret 
to king Henry to demand his daughter, who with fome dif- 
Jpculty was reftored; but, as the French writers fay, no part 
of her dowry was returned. The next year died John th? 
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Valiant , duke of Bretagne , full of years, and 


l r ered with 


JIg left Ids children to the proteftion of the duke of Bur - Duke of 
gundy , and to the care of his old enemy, but older friend, Brctagno 
Oliver de Cliffon , who, after his difgrace at the court of diet and 
France , retired to his own edate in Bretagne, where, with ^ eatVFS b'v 
the troops which his own reputation and the aflidance t0 f 

his friends, particularly of the duke of Orleans, enabled him 
to allcmble, he defended himfelf lb gallantly againft the 
duke, that he propofed a truce and a conference, and fent 
his Ion to Cliffon as a hoftage far his fhfety. Cliffon com- 
plied with the invitation, and carried the young prince with 
him. The duke, amazed and confounded at this aft of 


gcncrofity, after what had palled between them, frankly 
granted hin\ his own terms, and ever after confided in him 
as his beft friend, leaving to him the regency of his dominions 
when he went to the court of France , and, as the higheft 
tedimony of edeem, the care of his children at his death 1 * 

How well he merited this aft of confidence immediately ap- 
peared. He was himfelf ill, and kept his bed at the rime of 
the duke’s death. His daughter, the counttfs of Pcnthievre , 
who had married the competitor to the late duke, propofed 
to him roundly difpatching the duke’s children to make room 
for her own. Indead of making her an anfwer, Cliffon laid & 
hold of the javelin tjjat flood at the head of his bed, and 13^* 
threw it after. her as (he ran down flairs; die tumbling thro* 
fear and hafle broke her thigh, and, by her lamcnefs ever 
after, teftified her father’s honour and her own difgrace 
The duke’s elded fon fucceeded, and from his care received 


an excellent education, 

* Wenceslaus, emperor of Germany, being depofed hy^eduke 
the eleftors, who fent the duke of Bavaria , the queen’s fa- °f 
ther, to the court of France , to juftiry*whai they had done, 
thfe duke of Orleans, notwithflanding his regard for the ^f es,J J s 
queen, declared in favour of IVenceJlaus, and^lcd an army in- and 
to Germany to redore him; but having fccurcd the duchy of* a?a ) n 
Luxemburg)?, which that prince had fold him, and finding difpoffeffed 
^hat ifence/laus himfelf was content with the kingdom of /Jobe- by the duke 
mia , he returned without performing any thing of import- of Bur- 
ance n . About this time alfo the marfhal de Boucicaut re« gundy. 

* turned from Conjlantinople, which city he mod gallantly de- 
fended againlt the Turks ; Jjpd not long after came the em- 
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peror Mamiel Paleologus hirafelf, to intreat farther affiftance 
afliftance i^ainft Bajazet ; from whom, for the prefent, he 
was delivered by the famous Tamerlane , who, after hi9 vic- 
tory, is faid to have written letters to king Charles , and to 
have made a treaty with the crown of France . slrchambaude 
de Grailli , brother to the famous captal de Buck, by the 
A.D. death of the count de Foix , inherited that country : but hav- 
1400. ing taken poHeffion of it without the king’s confent, the 
conftable was fent again!! him with an army ; and though he 
was not very fuccefsful, yet the count thought fit to come 
to Paris % where having made great fubmiffions, and done 
homage to the king^ he Was received into high favour, the 
rather, becaufe he frankly declared that he never would have 
quitted the Euglijh mtereft, but for the murder of Richard 
of BoardeauXy the fon of his beloved m after the black Prince °. 
The king’s difeafe was now grown to fuch a height, that, 
even during his lucid intervals, his brain was fo weak, that 
it was improper to trouble him with bufinefs. In this fitua- 
tion he granted commiflions to the proper officers, for exe- 
cuting j lattice and expediting public affairs The duke of 
j Burgundy making a tour into his own dominions, the duke 
and duchefs of Orleans made fo good ufe of that opportunity, 
and of the influence they had over the king and queen, that 
they prevailed upon Charles , who was then in his fenfes, 
to grant a commiflion, creating the d^ike his brother lieute- 
nant-general and governor of the realm, at fuch times as, 
through the vifitarion of God, he was himfelf unable to ad- 
ad mini tter public affairs <1. The duke of Orleans , in virtue 
of this commiflTion, impofcd a general and heavy tax, from 
which even the ecclefiaftics were, not exempted : the 
weather being very unfeafonable, and the fcarcity of necef- 
faries great throughout the whole kingdom, this gave the 
duke of Burgundy c^reat advantage, inafmuch as, at his re- 
turn, he 2 vowed publickly in parliament, that what was 
alleged of his confcnt to that edid! was an abfofute falfity, 
fmcc, notwithstanding an offer had been made him of an enor- 
mous fum of money, he had conftantly refufed it V The 
two dukes arming, and each of them having his allies, tb-. 
kingdom was in great danger of being torn by a civil war* 
At length the duke of Bourbon interfering as their common 
friend, engaged them both to quit the court till things could 
be adjufted. When the king \pas next in health he put the 

0 Ancien Chronique de France. Du*Tillet. f Gao . 
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«pieftion in his council, his uncle and his brothel being ab- 
fent, fo that their votes Were free; in which fimatian the 
taajority'of votes was for the duke of Burgundy \ 

In quality of tutor to the young duke of Bretagne and ^ duke 
his brothers, the duke of Burgundy certainly rendered a very 
confiderable fervice to the crown of France , by bringing thc^y/'* 
three young princes, John, Arthur, .and Giles, to Paris 9 which c . ^ ^ 
entirely defeated the views of Henry IV. of England, who, by ‘fastwntie 
marrying their mother the duchefs dowager, had in view av j fag 
ftrengthening the Englijb intereft in Bretagne r . The duke brethren 
of Orleans , who, tho* inferior in age and prudence, was to to the 
the full as ambitious as the duke of Burgundy , fent a chal- French 
lenge to king Henry ; who anfwered, that, as a king, he i’*t**'efl. 
could not take notice of fuch letters if they did not come 
from a Crowned head. The duke replied that he was no 
king, but a traitor, a murderer of his prince, and a ufurper. 

Henry rejoined in the fame language, that the duke was a 
turbulent and ambitious prince, who had bcwitdhcd his bro- 
ther that he might feize the royal authority, which he was 
unable to manage. Thefe difputes occafioned animalities, 
and even hoflilities, between the two nations; which, tho’ 
entirely founded in^pique and felf-intereft, yet both fidcs en- 
deavoured to colour by fpecious pretences u . The French ^ p 
exclaimed, that the marriage portion received with queen 1040. 
Jfabel was. not reftorej, which the Englijb admitted, but 
offered to deduft it out of what was iVill due for king John's 
ranfom w . The conftable Sancerre dying, the king bellowed 
the fword upon Charles , lord of Albret , his coufin, a young 
man very nobly born, but without experience. The queen 
was delivered of fon, who fucceeded afterwards to the crown *. 

The marfhal de Boucicaut was fent to command in Genoa , 
where he governed with fo much fe verify that he rendered 
his nation odious. The death of the duk8 of Milan , father 
to the duchefs of Orleans, weakened the interefl of Ae French 
in Italy ; and the fchifm dill continuing, fer^d to difturb 
and diftraft their affairs ; fo that the residence of one of the 
pretenders to the papacy at Avignon did them no good 

^THF.^lofe correfpondence between the duke of Orleans Beginning 
and the queen, which was not without fcatidal, enabled °f ^ JQ f e 
them, however, to maintain their authority, and to plunder deputes 
tfie people, which they did without mercy. On the other 
hand, the duke of Burgundy , geither grown wifer from ex- ^Q r fcans 

• Ancicn. Chronique France. 1 Hill. Anonym, de 
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and Bur- pcrience, fcr out of a dcfire of oppofing them, was' a eon- 
gundy, ftant enemy lo the impofition of new taxes, and laboured all 
which he could to relieve and proteft the people ; and this occa- 
provedfo f, 0 ned his death, which happened at Hall in Hainault , to 
pital to k e exceedingly regretted z (E). He was fucceeded in the 
France. . greateft 


* Du Tillet, Mezeray. 


(E) Philip the Hardy, duke 
Of Fur gundy, ww going to take 
poffuflion of the duchy of Fra- 
bant, in the name of hi: lecond 
fon, when he was feized with 
an epidemic Ji item per, which 
then prevailed, at an inn, that 
had for its fign the great hart, 
in the town of Mall in liahumlt , 
where he deceaied on the 27th 
of April* H°-f’ “1 tJlc 
third year of his age. He was 
the favourite of his father ; and 
fome hirtoiians have thought 
it a weak lief in his brother 
Char Ic* the Wifi* that he loear- 
neillv laboured to procui c him 
the heirefs of Flanders , by which 
he became at loalt as rich, and 
very near as potent, as himfclf. 
-Thcfc liillorians did not cer- 
tainly confider, that, in what- 
ever light it appeared to them, 
both king John and his fon 
Charles the 7 ^'^ esteemed it a 
great nil of polity ; and it is 
but reaittnable to fuppofe, that, 
in their own times, they could 
judge better of their own affairs 
than we at this diftance. It 
may not be amifs to obferve, 
that his confort Margaret , 
daughter to Ltwts TIT. count of 
Flanders , though a maid, was 
the widow of Philip de Rouvre, 
the laft duke of Burgundy, efi 
the former line -, fo that it was 
probably with a view to this 
match, and at the fame time to 
gratify the affe&ion ^hat he had 
for his favourite fon, that, after 


folemnly uniting Burgundy to 
the crown of France , king John 
feparated it again in favour of 
Philip , though he did not live 
long enough to accomplifti this 
marriage. Lewis, count of 
Flanders, had Seen always in 
the Englifi intcreft, and pro- 
pofed marrying his heirefs to 
one of the Tons of Edward III, 
which he knew w r ould have' 
been very acceptable to his 
fubje&s, and which, as Charles 
the Wife very rightly forefaw, 
would fooner or later have been 
the ruin of France ; which (hews 
us that, after all, his confirm- 
ing tfie duchy to, and procur- 
ing this marriage for, his bro- 
ther, was no fuch folecifm in 
politics as has been pretend- 
ed. Yet, whether a right or 
wrong ftep, it had never been 
compaiTed but for the zeal of 
the young beirefs’g grandmo- 
ther, who was fo zealous in 
the caufe of her country, which 
was Frafice, that (he told the 
count her fon, if he perfifted in 
his delign of marrying his 
daughter to a fon cf Edward , 
fhe would cut off the breafl *hat 
fuckled him $ which (hews what 1 
a point was made of this mar- 
riage, and of what confequelice 
it was efteemed. By this mar- 
riage he became very powerful, 
ana kiad as large a revenue as 
any monarch of his time ; but 
he had a mind Hill mater than 
his fortune, and Che magniR- 
fcnee 
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greateft part of his dominions by his fon John, (count of 
Nevers , who, in point of ambition, was equal, in courage 
fuperior, but in abilities, or at le&lt in moderation, very 
unlike his father. The queen and the duke of Orleans ex- 
cluded him entirely from the government; and if they had 
afted with any tolerable temper and prudence, they might A.Di 
very probably have prefer ved the authority they had gained; * ! 4°4* 
but while they had nothing fo much at heart as this, they 
aftedas if it had been their intention toloi'c it. They took 
all pollible methods, mean as well as oppreffive, to amafs 
wealth, and, when they had acquired it, they fpent it as un- 
worthily a . The queen was faid to fend large fums into 
Germany , that, in cafe of any accident, flic might have 
wherewithal to fubfift : as for the duke, he was continually 
purchafing lands, tho* he would never pay his debts. Their 
courts were numerous and fpleadid, while thofc of the king 
and his children where foill provided, that the people began 
to murmur. The king, in one of his lucid intervals, 
hearing how his children were ufed, lent for the dauphin’s 
governefs, and upon her owning that they fometimes wanted 

a Annalcs deJFrance Monstrelet, P. JEmil, 

ccnce with which he lived count of Nevers and Rethel \ 
{wallowed yp all, infqjnuch Margaret, who was the fecond 
that, when he came to be buri- coniort of IVilliam of Bavaria k 
ed f as he was with great mag- count of Holland and Zealand ; 
nificence in the chartreufe at Mary, Who efpoufed Amadeus 
Dijon, of which he was foun- VII J. duke of ; andJ&r- 
der, the duchefs his widow, tberinel who became the con- 
according to the praftice of fort of Leopold III. duke of 
thofe times, took off her girdle, Aujlria. It is neceflary to ob- 
with the purfe and bunch of ferve, that^ Margaret, his wi- 
keys hanging to it, and laid it dow, died an apoplexy, on 
by his effigies, wjjich had the aoth of March Allowing, 
been carried in ftate, fignifying at the age of fifry.five ; on 
thereby that (he renounced, for which her fon John , duke of 
herfelf and children, all claim Burgundy , frcceeded to Flan - 
to his ptrfonal eftate, which ders , and all its dependencies, 
caffie to, and was divided a- which rendered him as forroid* 
monaft, his creditors. Philip able as ever his father had been, 
tly Hardy had by this princefs and infpired him with, the 
three fons and asmanydaugh* Hopes of governing France in 
ten ; ■ John, Who fuccccded *he fame manner he had done/ 
him in the duchy and county of without confidcring that him- 
J Burgundy ; Anthony , who be- fclf was the coufm only to the 
came duke of Brabant and him - reigning monarch, whereas his 
lurg •, and^/W’% who became father Philip was his uncle. 

K k 2 food, 



Soo 


A.D. 
Ho S- 


Duke of 
Orleans 
murdered 
by the 


J S The iiijlory of France. B.XIXr 

food, anct often cloaths, the king, fetching a deep figh, gave 
her a gold cup, out of which he drank, adding, that pomp 
was ridiculous were neceflaries were wanting b . He or- 
dered, however, a general council to be called of all the 
princes of the blood, to which the duke of Burgundy was 
exprefsly fummoned. He came accompanied with a confi~ 
derable force ; and then the dukes of Berry and Bourbon, 
the kings of Navarre and Sicily, declared openly againft the 
queen and the duke of Orleans , who thereupon withdrew to 
Melun, and attempted to carry away the dauphin and the 
king’s children : but the duke of Burgundy , to whofe daugh- 
ter he was contra&ed, and whofe fon was to marry his fifter, 
purfued and brought him back c . Things continued for 
fome time in very great diforder, infomuch that a civil war 
was apprehended ; the duke of Orleans's party having at- 
tacked the duke of Berry in his houfe in the night; but being 
rcpulfcd, and finding his party too weak, and himfelf too 
much hated, to do any thing by force, he acquiefced in a 
provilion, that, during the times of the king’s abfence (which 
was a phrale they made ufe of to exprefs his madnefs), the 
kingdom fliould be governed by acouncil of ftate, compofed 
of the princes of the blood ; upon which a kind of outfide 
reconciliation enfued d . 

As the two dukes continued to hate one another as paf- 
fionately as ever, and were reciprocally framing plots to each 
other's prejudice, the other princes of the blood perfuaded- 

frtafnn rnthpr m fhpw f-hrlr rnurarTP arwl nnwpr h*r #*v- 


of the duke P c ^ in g the Englijb out of the kingdom: purfuant to this 
Burgun- advice, the duke of Orleans marched into Guienne, where 
dy, who the conftable had already taken fcveral places, and extorted 
ii jorced a great fum of money from the inhabitants of Baurdeaux \ 
to with- and the duke of Burgundy at the fame time, at the head of 
draw. very numerous forces, entered Picardy e . * They could not 
have a more favourable opportunity of rtchieving what they 
propofed ; fwr Henry IV. found himfelf fo embarrafled by 
fccret confpiracies and open rebellions, that it was not in his 
power to carry on the war with France as he woijld other- 
wife have done. Yet both the princes failed; the dub* of 
14GJ. Orleans rifing before Blayc , which he had befieged, and, on 0 
his return to Paris , procuring the king’s orders to the dyke 
of Burgundy to. quit the liege of Calais , in which he had- 
made very little progrefs b Thefe di&ppbintments made 

1 
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the.princes more furious; the duke of Burgundy attributing 
his difgrace entirely to the duke of Orleans , and*the latter 
affirming* that, during his campaign in Guienne , he had not 
been properly fupplied with money: new intrigues were 
commenced, new violences committed, and a new civil war 
was on the point of breaking out, when the duke of Berry 
interpofed, who had been very ill treated by the duke of* 
Orleans , and who had no great caufe to be finished with the 
duke of Burgundy : but they were both his nephews, and 
his interceffion was fo cordial, and his whole conduct fo im- 
partial, that, overcome with his importunics, they con fen ted 
to a reconciliation, which was fealed with the folcmn litesof 
the altar, both of them fwearing, in the prefence of God, to 
live in perfeft friendfhip and fraternal unity for the future F. 
Within three flays after this folcrnn aft, the duke of Orleans 
being, as ufual, at the queen’s lodgings, where he fpent his 
evenings, a perfon came in hafte to inform hi in that the king 
defired to fpeak with him immediately, on an affair of im- 
portance; the duke, mounted on his mule, preceded by two 
pages, and followed only by two of his domcftics, fet out 
for the Hotel de St. Pol , where the king lodged, and in his 
palTage was attacked by a company of about twenty ruffians, 
commanded by one whom he had removed from a trifling 
office in the king’s fervice, who with his pole ax cut off his 
hand that refted on tjie fide of his mule \ He cried out 
immediately, “ I am the duke of Orleans! ” It is he, re- 
plied the aflaffin/for whom we wait, and with a fecond blow 
cleft his lkull. One of his fervants, a Fleming , endeavoured 
to cover his body with his own, and was difpatched with 
him. The aflaffins then made their efcape with fuch expe- 
dition and addrefs, that they were none of them known *. 
This execrable aftion was committed on the twenty-third, 
or, as fome fay, on the tvventy-fecond November . The 
author for fome days was not known or fufpeftei appear- 
ing publicly, and affifting at the funeral of ^the duke (F). 


.8 Ga^uini Hift. Polvd. ViRG. h Mezeray, P. 

Daniel. 1 Boulanvilmers. 

* (F) Lewis of France , duke and Cbateautbierri , was in his 
of Orleans , count of Valois , perfon the moft amiable man 
Luxembourg, Blois, Du - of his time, more elegant and 

nois, Beaumont, d' AngAtlefne, lefs robuit than the king his 
Perigord , Dreux , Soijfons, Ver- brother. He had great natural 
tus , Portien, and Poitiers, lord parts, a»d thefe were improv- 
of CquJJy, Montargis , d'Epcrnai,^ cd by a good education, under 
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But the provoft of Paris being fent for by the -council,, to 
know what difcoveries or what enquiries he had made, he 
demanded leave to fearch the houfes of the prints them- 
felves, which was given him k f The king of the Two Sici* 

fc Gaguini Hift. Mezeray. 


the care of liis uncle the duke 
of Bourbon ; fo that he was, in 
all rcfpe£ts, a molt accomplifh 
ed prince : but thro' the licen- 
tioufncls and corruption of the 
times, his mannere were wholly 
fpoihd, and he had not only 
great but oppofitc vices. Ke 
was ambitious ard indolent at 
the fame time, avaricious to a 
degree of rapacity, and yet pro- 
fulc to the utrooft degree of ex- 
travagance ; a mailing all lie 
could, and by all means; but 
fo void of juliice, that he paid 
nobody, and treated his credi- 
tors with fet rn :&r.d ridicule. 
By fits, and as he was alarmed 
by anv untoward accident, re- 
ligious, we fhould have faid 
fuperlHtious, but that his lall 
will plainly (hews, in his feri- 
ous moments, he made a right 
judgment of things, knowing 
very well that foundations and 
alms were not ads of piety, 
when not Accompanied with 
jufticc and equity : ^ut his great 
vice was women; ^and, as if this 
had not«becn fufficient to ren- 
der him odiou , he is faid to 
have kept a Cabinet, in which 
were the pidures of his mif* 
trefles, and to have celebrated 
his fuccefs in amours by poems 
and fongs. The fcandal he 
was under, with refpeft to the 
queen, did him great hurt, arid 
the violent methods he took tf 
enrich himfelf made him uni- 
verfally hated. On the other 
haqd, his duchefs Vahntine was 


wonderfully handfome, had a 
great deal of wit, and fuch an 
afcendency over the king, that 
the alone was known to and 
cpproached him fafely in his 
madnefs, fell under a greater 
load of odium than he, from 
the vulgar perfuafion, .that (he 
had inchanted as if beauty, 
wit, and youth, flood in need of 
magic. The clamour, however, 
ran fomeiin.ea fo high, that (he 
wa? obliged to be ah fent from 
court, where (he was not much 
beloved by the queen, and mor- 
tally hated l»v d"cheis of 
guvdy l.v i hit pvincefs, when 
1*4 ordered in the (lower of ids 
age, the duke of Oris. v . left 
three fons and one d-, v ‘> ar; 
Chartesy duke of 0/,r ;j. count 
of Vertusy contracted to the 
daughter of the duke of bur- 
gundy , but not married, who 
left only a natural (on, liiled 
the batlard of Verms, and John 
count of J.nyouUfMc. The 
daughter, hlargnr't, became 
the wife of Richard , count of 
Ejiampei, fon to John V. duke 
of Bretagne. This duchefs 
Valentine (urvived the duke lit- 
tle more than a year,' and is 
much celebrated former affec- 
tion for his natural fon Jvbn, 
liiled the batlard of Orleans, 
whom he had by ft lariett^ de 
Enghein, the wife of AuberVde- 
Canty a gentleman of Picardy, 
of whoni we fha 11 have occafiou 
to l^eak very largely in the 
•ourfe of this hiftory/ 
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lies looking at this-tnne upon the duke of Burgundy, fiw 
him change countenance; and foon after he confijled to that 
prince, and to the duke of Berry, that it was cty his order 
the duke of Orleans was killed; upon which they advifed 
him to retire, which he did, accompanied only hy live per- 
fons. The admiral aflemblcd a company of one hundred and 
twenty knights, with whom he would have purfued him, 
but the council interpofed, and obliged him to dcfiil L Thfe 
duke of Bourbon exprefled groat difplc.ifurc that he was not 
arrefted; and equally abhorring the wickedncfs of fome, and 
alhamed of the pufillanixnity of others, left the court, and 
retired to his own ellate. The council being informed that 
the duke of Burgundy was railing troops, and had published 
a manifcfto, in which he avowed and juftilied the murder, 
were much alarmed. The king, who had a long lucid in- . ~ 
terval, went* to the parliament, and held his bed of ju dice ' 
on the twenty-fixth ’of December, and there publiflicd an '* 
edict, by which he directed that the cldefl fons of France , 
of what age foever, at the time of their acccflion, fhonld be 
eftcemed kings, anointed and crowned, and that all public 
atts fhould run in their name, and not in that of any regent 
whatever m . This feems to have been calculated to feture 
the crown to his Jons, then all of them thildien. 

The duke of Berry , and other great lords, were font to Fie dAe 
perfuade him not to add the infult on the king’s authority to <f riur- 
the death of the duke of Orleans , hut to qualify things in gundy 
the belt manner polfibJe, and to demand in genual turns a 
royal pardon. The duke making life of his iuperior force, j vt \ u d-e 
rejected all propofitions of accommodation, marched tii- ‘fJ a J ui 
umphantly to Paris, demanded and forced an audience from ^ y 
the king, infilled upon jultifying himfelf publickly, which 
he did by the mouth of his apologiil J)r. John Petit, who, in j Qti ‘ 
the prefcnccof the dauphin and the princes of the blood, de- 
famed the dcceafcd duke of Orleans as a«cyrant and a traytor, 
inferring from tbence, that, inftead of conlidering the duke 
of Burgundy as a criminal, they ought to r^fpeft him as the 
king's beft fubjeft, and the deliverer of the kingdom B „ 

Thiagwas heard with filence and fecret diflike ; and the queen 
•and moll of the princes of the blood withdrawing, the duke, 
who had the king in his power, obtained from him as full a 
pardon as he could defire or devife. He was not fatisfigd 
with this, but obliged him likewife to remove the admiral. 
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find to appbint the Sieur de Chatillon to that office, who y^as 
in his intefeft A fedition at Liege, where the people-had 
expelled his brother-in-law, who pretended to be their biftiop 
without being a prieft, induced the duke pf Burgundy to 
march with all his forces to his afliftajice, On his retiring 
from Paris , the queen and the princes of the blood returned 
with what forces they could raife, and fent for the duchefs 
dowaggr of Orleans, who entered with a great train all in 
deep mourning. A week after came the young duke, who 
had efpoufed the queen dowager in England, with the fame 
marks of diftrefs ; the procefs againft the duke of Burgundy 
was formed in the accuftomed manner, his pardon declared 
null and void, and hiinfelf a public enemy P. As this change 
was very fudden and furprizing, fo it lafted not long; for 
the duLe of Burgundy having defeated the peqple in Liege , 
fiain twenty thoufand of them in the field, and left his bro- 
ther-in-law, who ftiled himfelf bifhop, to murder fome 
thonfaiids more, for having dared to difpute his claim to 
that title, returned once more into France, with a numerous 
.inny q. At firif the queen and the princes of the blood 
thought of fortifying Paris, of raifing an army and meeting 
him in the field ; but finding the citizens were mofc of them 
in his intereil, and that it would be difficult to laiie the f up- 
plies needfary for carrying on a war, they judged it more 
prudent to retire, with what forces they had, to Tours , 
which they executed with great prudence, and carried the 
king with them. The duke of Burgundy fent the count of 
Hainauit to treat with the queen and dauphin, to whom 
the king had committed the management of public affairs r . 
He was well received, and fent back with the lord Montague , 
who had the direflion of the finances, and who offered to him, 
as the final resolution of the court, two. propofitions ; firfl, 
that he fhould m^kc a clear and fatisfaftory fubmiifion to 
the king jri public, and next, that he fhould abftain from 
A. D. coming into his prefence for fome years; "which offer he re- 
i;oS. jeded with cdhtempt, and fo terrified Montague , that,* to 
make his peace, he promifcd to render him all the fervice 
that was in his power®. The duke proceeding tef Pary, 
entered it with his forces ; and having remained there for 
c fome time, received, by the indefatigable endeavours of 
Montague, fuch terms as he thought fit to accept, an& 
which perhaps had not been obtained, if the duchefs dowa- 
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ger of Orleans had not died of grief V But, nfctwithftand- 
ing he gave law in this manner to the king ancf the princes 
of his'family, he loft that credit which hitherto he had 
maintained through the greateft part of his kingdom, by the 
licentious behaviour of his troops, and by the miferies which 
this civil war occafioned, which was now imputed to his 
ambition, and the defire he had of ruling all u . 

A submission in general words to the king, and a defire Difmal 
of being reconciled to the duke of Orleans and his brothers,/*/* of the 
exprefted in the fame manner, and fupported by a (hort de- Sieur 
claration from the duke himfelf, that the perfon who (poke Mon- 
thenrejeprefled his fenfe, was all that could be exafted from ta 8 uc » 
the dihdi of Burgundy : but in hopes of rendering real a re- a / Ur 
conciliation, fupported by folemn oaths and promifes, nor 
only of thg parties, but of the princes and great lords 
both fides, the duke of Burgundy gave his daughter to 0 f the Ji~ 
the duke of Vert us, brother to the duke of Orleans , with nances 
an annuity of four thoufand livres, and a portion of 
1 50,000 crowns in ready money w . The whole court re- 
turned to Paris, where the duke of Burgundy finding it ex- 
tremely difficult to maintain himfelf by mere dint of fuperior 
force, began to jjraftife on the princes, and by a great fhew 
of refpeft drew over the duke of Berry, as, by fair promifes 
of doing him juftice, he alfo did Charles the Noble , king of 
Navarre, who had Ijeen neglefted and hardly treated. The 
queen, feeing the duke’s authority fo well fupported, prac- 
tifed in her turn on the mind of the dauphin, and engaged 
him to retire with her to Melun x . The duke took the oc- 
cafion of her abfence, and a relapfe of the king, to feize the 
lord of Montague , mafter of the king’s houfhold, who had 
the fupreme direftion of the finances. This man was im- 
menfcly rich, exceflively vain, and univerfally hated ; his pro- 
cefs was made, the rack forced him tT* become an evidence 
againft himfelf, and, being thus convifted, he Was publickly 
beheaded. At* the time of his death he ^eclared his con- 
feflion to be falfe, and extorted by pain 5 vindicated the me- 
mory of the duke of Orleans , and fhewed more firmnefs than 
# couia have been expefted from his former courfe of life 
He had two brothers, the one archbifliop of Sens , and chan- 
cellor of France, the other bifhop of Paris ; and his daugh- 
f ters were married into great families, but were unable to fave 
him : however, the fenten^ was afterwards reverfed, and his 
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memory vmiicaced»by a judicial procefs, at the expericc of 
a convent wftich he had founded ; who fold their plate to 
defray the expences of the fuit ; a circumftance that de- 
ferved perpetual memory 1 . When the king recovered, he 
was amazed at the fate of his minifter ; but, being told that 
he fuffered by due courfe of law, he was, or at lcaft feemed 
to'bc fatisfied. The queen alfo, which is ftill mpre extra- 
ordinary, having a part of , his forfeiture, and her brother 
Lewis duke of Bavaria, another part, was reconciled 
to the duke of Burgundy , tho* Montague's greateft crimo 
A.D. was jjs attachment to her fervice. The privileges qfjlie 
I 4°9* city of Paris were entirely reftored, and particularly, the 
power of the militia ; but the inhabitants were bg>ionie fo 
very wife, that they thanked the king for his favour, and 
declined accepting it : abundance ot unneceflary penfions 
were fupprelTed, and feveral extravagant grants were re- 
fumed : the truce with England was on neither lide obferved, 
and yet no war declared. The citv.of Genoa revolted, and 
the French loft their influence in Italy a ; which had been 
principally ufeful in their commerce. 
ffaduke ^ grkat council of the princes and peers being fum- 
«/■ Rur- moned in the king’s prefence, it was decided therein, that, 
gundy of- for the future, when the king was inditpofed, all afts of 
fumes* as government (hould run in the name of the dauphin. This 
governor made it not only proper but necefliiry that he (hould be 
of the taken out of the hands of the women, and confequently it 

dauphin % grew to be a point of the higheft importance who (hould be 
the Jrrec- i ntni ft ec { with the care of this young prince, becaufe it' was, 
iat t Je * n 10 tru ^ l ^ em with the government l> . In point of 

ln & otn * decency , the king demanded firft the 'advice of his uncle the 
duke of Berry , who, with much warmth, and without the 
leaft hefitaiion, recommended the duke of Burgundy, . to 
whofe daughter tfcfi young prince was contra&ed ; but 
when, in aonfequence of his nomination, he faw this office 
on the point of being conferred upon him* by common con- 
fent, he grew uneafy, and would have fubftituted himfelf ; 
but it was too late, the duke of Burgundy was appointed ; 
and the duke of Berry , unable to (hew his rcfentmfnt any 
other way, retired from Paris e . This very probably gave 
•him little difquict at the time ; but it very foon appeared 
that this prince was no infignificant enemy. The duke o&. 
Orleans , who had lately loft hij contort, the queen dowager 
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of England , quickly repaired to him, and dechred his refo- 
lution to revenge his father’s death. The dule of Bourbon 
joined, him alfo, with feyeral other perfons of the higheft 
quality; but, while they’ meditated the means of reftoriug 
the government, the duke of Bourbon died. He maintained 
to the laft that excellent character he acquired in his youth. 

He fuffered with the ftate ; but was fo far from deriving any 
thing to himfelf from the diftrefs of the crown, that he de- 
clared the duchy of Bourbon y which was his proper here- 
ditary eftate and appenage, revertable to the crown, in cafe 
a failure fhould happen of heirs male His piety was fin- 
cere, but without any mixture of bigotry ; his frietidfhip 
warm and difinterefted ; yet, in a particular inttancc, it* 
proved highly beneficial to his family. He protected the 
lord of Beaujeu againft the count of Savoy ; and that lord 
dying without iflue, bequeathed to the duke’s poftcrity Beau - 
jolois and the fovereignty of Dornbes c . The duke of Berry , 
finding his own ftrength, publifhed a manifefto, and marched 
towards Paris : the duke of Burgundy alfo afTembled an army, 
and had the king on his fide ; but when things were on the ^ jy • 
point of coming to extremities, it was propofed, as the only j 
certain and effcftual method of preferving peace, that all the 
princes lhould quit the court, and that the king fhould ap- 
point new minifters of his own choice. The duke of Bur- 
gundy executed this treaty fairly; and, after taking leave of 
the king, with great teftimonics of duty and ref pert, with- 
drew into his own dominions ; but the duke of Orleans , tho* 
often fummoned, would never difmifs his troops, but, on 
the contrary, fecrctly omitted nothing that could be done to 
extend his party, and to augment his forces f . 

At Paris the king and his people were in great hopes they Brfent- 
fhould, at length, enjoy fome degree of quiet ; the new mi- ment be- 
-niftry were frugal and circumfpedt ; were fenlible, that tween the 
pot only their authority but their fafety depended on their twofac- 
behavingas they ought; and, from this principle, they were f *° m runs 
very attentive to their duty. But, while tfiey were thus em- ro 
ployed, the court was alarmed by letters from the duke °f 
Buforandy , alluring them that the princes were “about to * 
raife new troubles, in order to make themfclves matters of mi f chief* 
the perfons of the king and dauphin, and of the govejn- than cvct\ 
ment ; for which reafon he advifed the king to make a new 
governor of Paris y and Jo provide for his own fecurity 6. . 

The inhabitants of Paris oppofed this, bccaufe the duke of 
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Berry was ft|l their governor. The king laboured to cook 
pofe thefe trebles ; the queen undertook to mediate ; and 
the duke of Orleans feemed to acquiefce, as the duke of Bur- 
gundy really did. But the former, when he found himfelf 
itrong enough, challenged the latter ; and, throwing off the 
mafk, declared war h . The queen alfo efpoufed the caufe of 
the duke of Orleans ; which fo enraged the Parijians , that 
they now defired the duke of Berry might be removed, and 
the count de St . Pol appointed in his (lead \ They had their 
defire, and had very foon after reafonto repent it. The firft 
aft of the count’s government was railing a kind of guard, 
confiding of five hundred butchers, who, having once arms 
put into their hands, made the whole city tremble. All 
trance was now divided into two parties ; fuch as favoured 
the duke of Orleans , who, from his father-in-law (for he 
was again married) were fliled Armagnacs, and thofe who 
adhered to the duke of Burgundy , who, from one Caboche , 
were (tiled Cabochines ; the former, by way of diftinftion, 
A. D. wore a white fcarf, with what we call a St. George* s crofs, 
*4* *• the latter a red one, with the crofs of St. Andrew k . The 
dauphin, on the march of the duke of Orleans and his forces 
tov. ards Paris , wrote to the duke of Burgundy ro come to 
theaffiflanceof himfelf and his father, and was quickly obeyed. 
The duke of Orleans advanced towards him with a numerous 
army ; but, when they were oil the pqjnt of engaging, the 
duke of Burgundy decamped ; for many of his Flemifh lords, 
having ferved their time, began to retire : the duke of Orle- 
ans, laying hold of this opportunity, caufcd his forces to 
block up Paris , which he muft have reduced, if, when it 
was lealt expefted, the duke of Burgundy had- not fuddenly 
entered it with a fraall body of choice troops. This fuccour 
foon changed the face of affairs, the people of Paris recovered 
their fpirits, and, having joined the duke of Burgundy , re- 
covered feve^al places, and at length conlfrained the duke 
of Orleans to decamp and retire *. 

Charles The king, who had been out of his fenfes the beft part of 
puts bint- time his capital was blocked up, (hewed very ftrong re- 
T f f cntment w hcn he recovered, and declared his refolution to 
bead of an p Un -,(j 1 h' ls unc i e an( j h} s nC phew to the utmoft. lie was fo 
• hurried by his paffion, that he took no kind of offence at the 

vncle and °f Burgundy's having demanded fuccours from England, 
bit ne- tho’ that (lep had alarmed the people of Paris prodigioufly ; 

fiw m y 
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more efpecially when they faw, that the belt part of the-fiic- 
cour he brought confifted in thefe troops ; but they behaved 
fo well in the field, and obferved fuch an exaft difeipline ia 
the place, that they were quickly reconciled to them n; . The 
king, to Ihew how much he was in earneft, removed the 
conftable Albret , and beltowed the fword upon the count de 
St . Pol. He made fome other changes of the fame nature ; 
and, as foon as an army could be aflembled, marched di- 
rectly into the duchy of Berry , with an intent to befiege 
Bourses, The dukes of Berry and Bourbon were there in 
perfon, with a good garrifon; fent to make their compli- 
ments to the king ; but, notwithflanding that, defended the 
place with great vigour. They had fome perfons near the 
king, who promifed, upon a fally made into his quarter, to 
feize and put him into their hands ; but this fcheme mifear- 
ried, and their confederates, being difeovered, were pub- 
licly executed n . The fiege ftill went on \ the duke of Orle- 
ans had no army in the field, yet the duke of Berry never 
Hooped to propofc any terms of accommodation. The 
myftcry was foon revealed, by the landing of the duke of 
Clarence in Normandy , with a complete army from England L 
The princes, wjio, while they blocked up Paris, accufed the 
duke of Burgundy of treafon, for having accepted a body of fix 
thoufand Englijb auxiliaries, commanded by the earl of 
Arundel, had notwithflanding concluded a treaty with king 
Henry in the month of May, by which they promifed to ob- 
tain the reftitution of all the places he claimed in France , and 
many ocher things, provided he fent an army to their affill- 
ance ; and upon this relief, which was now come, they de- 
pended 0 . lnthefituation things now flood in, both parties 
were inclined to peace, but neither would propofe it. The 
count of Savoy, who was nearly related to the duke of 
Berry, and who had efpoufed the duxftof Burgundy's daugh- 
ter drew their^ out of this difficulty ; and, tlfc terms being 
previoufly fettled, the dauphin had the hopour of diftatinga 
peace. The old treaties were renewed, and fworn to afrefh ; 
the^duke of Berry gave up the place, and had it reftored to 
him again 5 the princes renounced their treaty with England , 
and their league againft the duke of Burgundy : and, on the 
other hand, the king reinftated thofe whom he had removed. 
It was alfo agreed, that all names of reproach fhould be 
abolifhed, and great rejoicings were made for this new re- 
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A. D. coniliatiort ; ^rhich was fealed with frefti oaths and protefta- 
1412. tions on both lidfes ^ There Hill remained' one great diffi- 
culty: this was, hdw to difpofe of the Englijh army, Which 
had committed great devaluation, and was now advancing in 
full inarch towards Bourges. The duke of Orleans had fent 
for them, and he was to pay them j but he had no money ; he 
was confiraincd to give his brother the count of Angoulefme f 
and other nobles, as hoftages, till he could raife it ; and the 
duke of Clarence , having accepted thefe, dire&ed his march 
to Guienne . By this time, or at leaft foon after, Henry the 
four ih had breathed his laH, and his fon Henry the fifth was 
feated in the throne <J . 

yVfBur However Ihort the Hruggle may be, the miferies of a 
un ilia ns C1V ^ war arc l° n g ^ » ^ le dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
become ob- returned with the king to Paris , and feeing clearly, that a 
noxious to war with England was likely to enfue, for which they were 
the dau - totally unprovided in all refpe&s, they called, or advifed the 
fhin Lew- king to call, an aflembly of the Hates ; which had no other 
is duke of effaft, than to learn from them the difagreeable news, that 
Guicnne. t he whole nation was fo totally exhaufied, and at the fame time 
time fo generally difiittisfied, that in this way they had no- 
thing to expert r . The affembly being difmified, Lewis 
dauphin of France , a very high-fpirited young prince, re- 
folved to take the actual as well as nominal direction of affairs 
Opon himfelf ; and, having fome perfone about him of good 
fenfe, and it is not improbable of good intentions, began to 
make various regulations, which had an air of public fpirit. 
This, like all the attempts* of reformation during the prefent 
reign, commenced with the perfecution of thofe who had 
been employed in the finances, and of whom the Hates had 
loudly complained s . At the head of thefe was Pierre 9 or 
Peter dcs Ejfards , thq creature of the duke of Burgundy , 
who had been raifdd to the fupreme direction of the 
finances by tlie deflru&ion and death of Montague . Effards, 
finding himfelf piefled for two millions of crowns, produced 
to the dauphin the duke of Burgundy's receipts, and it the 
fame time acquainted him, that the duke had formed a c^fign 
of aflaflinating all the princes of the houfe of Orleans , or, as 
others report, the three dukes of Berry , Orleans , and 
Bourboun This difeovery refiored him to the dauphin's 
good graces, who thereupon made ufe of him to fecure the 
city of Paris ; which he was to» do by taking pofleffion of 
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the baftile with a body of men that might be dtjpende d pon. 

EJJards was fo cautious, that he would take no ftep without 
the order of the duke of Burgundy as well as of the dauphin; 
and, the latter applying to the former for fuch an order, he 
prefently divined the truth, but figned it at the fame time as 
it he had not had the leaft fufpicion \ 

The affair being conducted with great filencc and fccrecy, IVbo, at 
EJJards became mailer of the fortrefs without the Icall diftui b- length, is 
nnce ; but he was fcarce mailer of it, before he found it in - 10 ° bard 
veiled by an infinite croud of people, with the band oif or f bcm % 
butchers at their head, under the command of Simon de Cu - ^brings 
hochc , and John de Troyc, a furgeon. Thefe were quickly after ^ 
joined by two knights, who were declared partizans of the o r ] c ^ 9 
duke of Burgundy, which made it evident enough from and his 
whence thoftorm came. The dauphin, therefore, was forced friends . 
to have recourfc to that prince to allay it ; and he, pretending 
to life his influence on the people on his behalf, porfuaded 
Pierre de EJJards to furrender ; to whom he gave aflurances 
of fricndihip and prote£lion, till he came to the fcaffold, 
where, not with Handing this ufage, be behaved with great 
decency and dignity, without uttering any complaints but 
of himfclf, for •having, through a principle of ambition, 
been inffru mental in Montague's death w . The fame ruf- 
fians furrounded and attacked the palace, in which the dau- 
phin refided, tore foveral of his friends and fervants from his 
prefence, amonglt whom was his uncle Lewis of Bavaria , 
and put one of them, James dc la Riviere , his chamberlain, 
to death. The fame infolcnt rabble conflrained the king, 
who was now in his feiifes, with the" dauphin, the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy , to go to the parliament, and regiller 
edifts of their framing ; and fo low were they fallen, that, 
either to make their court to, or foi* fear of, the populace, 
they wore white hoods x . On this oedffion, Arnold de Corbie, 
chancellor of Fmnce , was depofed, and fevcralVher perfons 
of rank, were replaced as thefe reformers thought fit. 
liclioh de Jaqucville, whom they had made captain of Paris , 
hearjpg fiddles one evening in the dauphin’s apartment, 

* broke in, with a croud of his attendants, and, tho* the duke 
of Burgundy was prefent, treated him, and thofe about him, 
with the utmofl: indignity, and even put them in danger^! 
their lives, tho* the duke pretended all the time to pacify 
them, and often whifpered the dauphin, that he fhould not 
* 
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let the people fee he was afraid f. It is rto wohder that 
prince ihoula think a life like this infupportable, or endea- 
vour at all events to free himfelf. The method he took was 
to write in his father’s name, and with his confenc, to the 
duke of Orleans ; who, communicating his letter to the reft 
of the princes, they fpeeddy aflembled a fufficient force, and 
advanced towards Paris. The king declared his inclination 
to peace j conferences were, for this puepofe fet on foot, and 
John Juvenal des Urfms , advocate general, having difpofed 
the better fort of people in Paris to exert themfelves, the 
citizens declared for peace. The Cabochins endeavoured to 
revive the old fpirit ; but it was too late, and, fome of them 
being flain, the reft quitted the city, and withdrew into 
Flanders, whither they were quickly followed by the duke of 
Burgundy, who, having failed in an attempt he made to 
feize the king while he was hunting, and the dauphin having 
frighted him in his turn, thought it moft convenient for him 
to retire z . 

The duke Upon this revolution, the dukes of Bavaria and Bar, 
€ f^ ur- who were both prifoners, recovered their liberty ; the former 
gundy yi^was made governor of the Bqflile , and the latter of the tower 
/> f/°* Louvre. The reft of the princes repaired fpeedily to 

trirueTin^ aris ; w * iere ^ e Y were well received, and the duke of Bur - 
order to £ llfli ty as univerfally condemned as he had been lately ad- 
recaver mired. This the duke of Anjou, called by court,efy king 
the admi- of the Sicilies, carried fo far, as to fend him back his tlaugh- 
nijlration. ter, whom he had contracted to the prince his fon ; which 
created an irrcconcileable hatred between the two families \ 
lu the mean time a treaty of marriage was fet on foot between 
Henry the fifth of England, and the king’s daughter the pi in- 
cefs Katherine, which was managed, on one Tide, by the 

.duke of Fork, and, on the other, by the princes lately re- 

turned to court; bus for the prefent, this produced nothing 
A. D. more than afrtruce. Before the clofe of the year came ambaf- 
1413. fadors from the jhike of Burgundy , to make his excufes to 
the king for quitting Paris in fo abrupt a manner, and to 
'allure him of his duty and fubmiflion The true dcfjgn of 
the embafly, however, was to know the difpofition of the* 

courtiers and citizens, and to encourage and keep up the 

Spirit of his friends 5 which he did by alluring them, not only ^ 
there but in feveral other great towns, that he was railing 
forces fecrctly, in order to coitus to the deliverance of the 

y Gaouini Hift, Mezeray, P. Henault. * Hift. 
Anonym, de Charles VI. * Annalesde France. * An- 
cto*. ChOn. dc France. f 

king 



C. 4 .' f ’be Hiftory of France jij 

kiqg and dauphin ; the latter having written hin^ as he af- 
firmed, letters, in very ftrong terms, reprefenring the con- 
finement and diftrefs in which they were, and importuning 
him, without delay, and without paying any refpeft to 
letters of another tenor that he might receive from them, 
to alienable an army, and come to their alfiftance c . This 
haditseffeft ; his friends believed all that he faid, while thofe 
of the' duke of Orleans and the princes, and even the princes 
themfelves, knew not well what to think with refpett to his ' 
allertions, or what meaftires to take to prevent his bringing 
about another change, as fudden as that which themfelves had 
effefted d . 

As the king was at this time indifpofed, the queen called a Charles 
great council, in which the dauphin, the princes of th z puts him- 
blood, the gr^at lords, and particularly the tount de Ar-J*lf at the 
magnac , the chancellor of France , the heads of the univer- head of an 
fit y, which in thofe days had great weight, and fome of the arw y* a *d 
principal citizens of Paris , were prefeat. The firft ftep that Marc ^ es 
was taken was to impofc an oath of fecrecy ; and then the *^”1/ * 
chancellor, in a long fpeech, laid open the misfortunes of ^ ur Vun- 
the ftate; infilled on the dauphin’s youth, the vivacity of 
his fpirit, his pronenefs to plcafure, his neglect of bufinefs, 
and the facility witli which he was milled by fome idle young 
men who were about him. The dauphin was furprifed, 
and on the point of fheying his anger, when the princes and 
great lords, in their turns, fpoke to the fame purpofe, and 
declared, that the fafety gf the ftate depended upon fome 
fpeedy and effc<ftual remedy. This was prefently applied, 
by removing thofe from about him who were fufpedted, and 
efpecially one who was believed to have prevailed on him to 
write to the duke of Burgundy c . The dauphin was forced 
to acquiefcc, to write letters, requiring tlje duke to lay down 
his arms, and others to the principal rowifc in the kingdom, 
denying and difavowing the fafts contained in thfe duke of 
Burgundy's manifeTto. The king, recovering, atted with 
ftill greater warmth ; the univerlity condemned the-apolc^y 
of Dr. John Petit for the murder of the duke of Orleans , as 
fujl of Heretical and deteftable doftrine. The duke of Berry 9 
as* governor of Paris, difpofed every thing in a proper man- 
ner for its defence, by the advice of the count de Armagnac , 9 
^Sfther-in-law to the duke of Orleans. It was by his per- 
{uafion that the better fort of jjpople took arms and did duty, 
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and By hfypfetfuafion the princes of the blood, in their turjis, 
went their rounds every night. The dauphin, to clear him- 
felf from all fufpicion, was remarkably aftive and fteady f . 
The duke of Burgundy proceeded in his Own way ; advanced 
with a great army ; made hiinfelf matter of Compiegne and 
Soiffons ; had St. Denis betrayed to him, and brought his 
army within fight of Paris . He next fent a herald to ac- 
quaint the citizens, that, at the exprefs defire of the ,king 
and dauphin, lie was come to deliver them out of a fhameful 
confinement, and therefore demanded admittance. The count 
de Armagnac received the mefiage with contempt, and fent 
the herald back without anfwer. The duke approached the 
gates with his army in order of battle ; but finding every 
thing in perfeft order, and not the leaft tumult or confufion, 
tho* he continued there fome hours, withdrew, and foon 
after retire ! into his own territories s. The king then pub- 
liflied a manifetto ; in which, beginning with the murder of 
his brother, he reprefen ted him as the great author of the ca- 
lamities of France , declared him a public enemy, and ex- 
horted all his good fubjefts to treat him in that light. A 
potent ar.ny being quickly formed, the king, accompanied 
by the dauphin, put himfelf at the head of it, reduced Com- 
piegne by capitulation, and, having taken Soijpms by aflault, 
caufed two pel Tons of diltin&ion, who defended it, to be 
beheaded. He proceeded fiom thenje into Artois , where he 
was met by the duke pf Brabant and the countefs of Haiti- 
ault, brother and filter to the duke of Burgundy ; who in- 
terceded for him, and allured the Ung, that he defired no- 
thing more than to come and juttify himfelf to his majetty. 
The king anfwered, with great firmnefs, if that be all, let 
him come with a proper train ; if he has any thing to de- 
mand we are ready to do him juftice ; if he will confefs his 
errors, and demftmd pardon, he (hall have it h . The king 
then wrfite to the ftates of Flanders , to know whether they 
meant to m^ke the quarrel of their count their dwn ; upon 
which they fent deputies, who declared roundly, that, what- 
ever conduct the duke of Burgundy , their count, thought 
A.D. fit to purfue, they would behave themfelves as hiAnajefty’s 
1414.. good fubjefts. The duke of Burgundy , upon this, fent*the % 
duke of Brabant , and the countefs of Hainault , with full 
powers to make peace, which was figned on the fixteetah 
of Gftober, upon the king’s tgrms. The dukes of Orleans antT*" 
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Bourbon , with the archbifliop of Sens, rcfufed to fubfcribe ; 
aHeging they had never broke the former peace, 1 which was 
the bafts of this ; but the dauphin, fenfible of his own 
power, faid, “ My lords, if you mean to keep the peace, 

“ yon mud fubfcribe which they did, tho’ with a bad grace. 

The king returned in triumph to Paris, and «his fubjefts 
once more entertained hopes of feeing the public tranquility 
fettled on a folid bafis 

There had been, ever ft nee the acceffion of Henry the Henry Vk 
fifth, a kind of negotiation between the two crowns for a negotiates 
general peace ; in which, without doubt, the French were in with 
earneft. Henry's ambafladors, who were many, and fomc Charles, 
of them perfons of the firft quality in the kingdom, cx - in or ‘^ r t7 
prefled the like difpofition in veryftrong terms; but, from ^ fewer 
the propofitions they made, one might be led to fufpeft their t J f ^ te \ 
fincerity ; fdt having firft demanded the crown of France , f n 
and afterwards many vail conccffions, they at length (luck to 
three points k . The firft was the entire reftitution of all 
that was ltipulated by the treaty of Brctigny , which, thro* 
this whole negotiation, was ftiled the great treaty ; next a 
moiety of the county of Provence ; and laflly, what was ftill 
remaining of king John's ranfom ; which points once ad- 
jufted, the king would treat of a marriage with the princefs 
Katherine , then about fourteen, provided he might be affined 
of having with her a round million. The French court was 
exceedingly embarrafltd, as perceiving plainly, that th cEng- 
HJIj were well apprifed of the diftratted ftate of their 
affairs ; and therefore they offered great ceflions, together 
with the princefs Katherine, and a fortune of fix hundred 
thoufand crowns K The Engfijh minifters acknowleged they 
had no power to conclude the marriage, and deftred to re- 
turn home by the way of Honjleur, which was granted them. 

They were prefently followed by a fplgndid embafly from 
France , at the head of which was the archbifliop g( Bourqes, 
who gradually advanced the fortune to within fifty thoufand: 
<arowns.of what had been demanded ; but, perceiving that 
the Englijh minifters only amufed him, as their ambaflador * 
had b«n amufed at Paris, and that they Were on the point 
•f invading France, he demanded an audience of leave, and 
returned with his collcgues m . This prelate acquainted, 
king, that the parliament, influenced by the clergy, had 
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embarked the Englijb monarch in a., war to preferve their 
own power and pofleflions ; that there was no doubt to be 
made of his reviving his claim to the kingdom, and very 
great rcafon to believe, that the duke of Burgundy llill held 
a correfpondence in England . Before any great ufc could be 
made of this intelligence, Henry , embarking with a potent 
army at Southampton , landed in Normandy , after beating a 
Trench (qundron, and inverted Harfleur, at the mouth of 
the liver Seine \ It is highly probable the FrcnchmimRers 
had depended upon a party they had in England, at the head 
of which was Richard earl of Cambridge , the lord treafurer 
Scroop, and Sir Thomas Grey : moft of our hiftorians fay, 
that their defign was to kill the king ; but it is more prob- 
able, that they meant to carry off a part of the army, and to 
proclaim the right heir of Richard the feconcl ; for the fup- 
port of which projeft they had ftipulated with the court of 
France an advance of a million of livres ; . but, the whole bu- 
rtiic^s being difeovered, the French laved their money, and 
the perfons engaged in this plot loft their heads 
lit rart-Iv* The conftable d/Jlbret, who commanded in Normandy , 
advent had a confiderable army under his command, in the neigh- 
i-t No:*- bourhood of Rotten* with which he did nothing confidcrable; 
maml v % t be garrifon of Harfieur defended thesnfelvcs with great 

ar courage and fpirit, but were at length compelled to capita* 
r'nfth's' 1 and to agree, that, in cafe they were not relieved, they 
t'"i"ard would render the place on the 1 8 th of September ; hut, 

Calais, whea the day came, they very imprudently endeavoured to 

elude the promife they had made, which fo provoked 
Henry , that he caufed a general attack to be made, carried 
the places fword in hand, referved a few perfons of diftinftion 
prifoners, put the reft to the fword, and gave the town to 
be pillaged by his army p . His fatisfa&ion at this fuccefs 
was very much qualified by the miferable condition in which 
he found Jiis :u*my, harrafled and diminifhed in a moift 
climate and marfltV foil, the flux prevailing amongft them, 
the fcafon advanced,* and the weather fo bad, that the beft 
part of his fleet was retired into Calais road. In thefe cir- 
cumftances he took a resolution of marching thither bp land; 
the little oppofltion he had hitherto received perfuading him 
that he lhoUld meet with nothteg to impede him 9. He quickly 
difeovered his miftake ; for the king, the dauphin, and the, 
;eft of the princes of the blood, having taken the field, he 
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law his forces i ft a manner furrounded. He parted, how- 
ever, the river Sonne , where he found it fordable ; but, 
when he was on the other lide, he difeovered the French 
army in the plain near the little village of Jgincourt r . The 
king being ill, the dauphin and the duke of Berry were 
forced to remain with him ; fo that the command devolved 
upon the conftable, who made but an indifferent choice of 
the field of battle, which was, in truth, little better than a 
quagmire ; but he took his meafurcs to hinder the enemy’s 
march fo effectually, and king Henry found the difpute fo 
very unequal, that he had rccourfe to a ncgociation, in 
which he offered to reftore Harfleur t and to pay the cx- 
pences of the war, provided he was allowed a free paflage to 
Calais . The conftable, the marfhal de Boucicaut , and molt 
of the old officers, were for accepting this offer ; which, 
they laid, was gaining a viftory without blood : but the 
young nobility, particularly the duke of Bourbon and / Henccn , 
were of another opinion, and the herald was lent back with- 
out anfwcr s . 

Tnii conftable, however, ^ould not fight till he had the Henry, 
king’s exprefs orders, who was by this time recovered. forced by 
His army confifted of about fixty thoufand men, tho’ fome //^French 
writers make them double that number. The Englijh were t0 fabt, 
about twenty- two thoufand, of whom near one half had the£* /7,J a 
flux. On the 25th o? October, about nine in the morning, C ™*!j** e at 
the armies were in fight ; the Englijh had their archers in the ^ * 

center, the gens d’arms on their right, and the infantry on CO u rt% 
their left, all perfectly well ported, and twelve hundred 
choice archers in different ambufeades l . The army of France 
had fo many dukes, counts, and great lords, who were 
above being commanded, that all was in confufion from the 
very beginning. To (hew that their cot rage was equal to 
their rank, they were all in the firfl line ; fo that^he bulk of 
the army was without any officers of diftyiftion. They 
marched precipitately as to an aflured victory ; whereas the 
Englijh advanced very flowly, and difeharged fuch flights of 
arrow# as did great execution. When they drew near, 
flie archers, perceiving they were out of breath, charged 
them vvith great vigour, broke them in lefs than half an* 

^ hour, and then fell upon the main body, which made very 
little refiftance, as having nobody of confequence to com- 
mand them. Henry , with his gens d’ai ms, put an end to 
the difpute, bearing cfcwn fuch feparate corps as here and 
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there codeatoured to remain firm u . On the part of the Eng- 
lijh , fell the duke of York , uncle to the king, very few 
perfons of diftinftion befides, and about feventeen hundred 
private men ; on the % other fide, the conftable, the admiral, 
the duke of Alenym, the duke of Brabant , the count of 
Nevers , both brothers to the duke of Burgundy , "three 
ptinces of the houfc of Bar , the count de Vaudemont , bro- 
ther to the duke of Lor rain, the archbifhop of .Sens, one 
hundred and twenty lords carrying banners, eight thoufand 
gentlemen of family, and about two thoufand private men w . 
There weie likewife fourteen thoufand prifoners, and 
amongft thefe the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon , the counts 
ot Eu , Vcmhfmc , and Richmond , the naarfhal de Boucicaut , and 
about two thoufand knights. The news . of this defeat be- 
ing carried to Rouen , amazed the king and thole who were 
about him. Thefurpiifo was ftill greater at Paris, from an 
apprehenfion that the duke of Burgundy would return into 
trance with an army x . flic duke de Bretagne , with a 
great body of troops, joined the poor remains of the French 
army within i 5 miles of the field of battle; and if, without 
lols of time, they had attacked Henry again, they might very 
piobably ha\e repaired the mifehief; but," no attempt of this 
fort being made, he ariived fafely at Calais , where he be- 
gan inllantly to take meafurcs for the next campaign y . 

The duke In the mean time the duke of Burgundy afted a double, 
•/hur^ or at lead a perplexed part ; he fent Henry a defiance for the 
j;uuly la> death of his brother the duke of Brabant , at the fame time 
he marched, with a great body of cavalry, towards Paris ; 

Lis- ail o !71cn # lct l l - :c public confufion. He fent deputies to 

jortuM an audience ol tlvc king, who were to fee in what 

A, < -iv.t fixation the com t flood, w Inch was now returned to Paris s 
h.iughiiij^ treated by the dauphin, who charged 
tnem to uimuiand their matter, in his name, to difband; but, 
Ixtoie tliui departure, the dauphin was Teized with a dy- 
s ^ J u > f » ^ ^uich he cud in a few days, not without fuf- 
pkion L t He was about nineteen, tall, robuft, and aftive 
iii lik perfou ; eager and defirous of having a great Aieafure 
ol po*vci, tho at the tame lime he hated bufinefs ; muca 
# gucn to wine and women, and if not the viftim of his 
f.nnei nn* law, that of his own vices. The queen to fupport^ 
heriat, and to tecure the public tranquility, fent for the count 
c a* mugful to whom, on nis arrival at Paris, the king 
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gave the fworj and the envied title of conftable of France * 
and never was it beftowed on one more able to dlfcharge it. 
k In critical conjunctures things feldom fail of taking a great ^ CQunt 
turn, when men Qf real abilities are called to employments, 
to which thofe employments are fuited. The count de Ar - magnac 
magnac had fo deep a judgment, fo quick a penetration, and ruins the 
was withal fo aftive and fo vigilant, that, as it were in an facmn of 
inftant, he brought order out of confufion, obliged the duke Burgun- 
of Burgundy to retire into his own territories, and fo liar- d y, lin d 
raffed his army in his retreat, as to render him contemptible r tf°\ es 
even in the light of the people of Paris a . In the king’s y. n & 5 i*f~ 
lucid intervals, the conftable gave him fo true an infight into i* 
his affairs, made him comprehend fo clearly how they might 
bereftored, and fo fully convinced him of his own fidelity, 
that he made him fuperintendant of the finances ; io that, in 
effeft, the whole power civil and military was lodged in his 
hands b . He afted fo refolutely, that he broke intirely the 
faClion of Burgundy in Paris , executed fevcral of the duke’s 
emiffaries, purged the nniverfity, and diffolved fuch of the 
corporations as were devoted to his intereft c . He alfo made 
a tour into Normandy , where he gained fomc advantages 
over the earl of Dorfet , caufed Harflcur to be blocked up by 
fea ; but the Genoefe veffels, being but half-manned, were 
beaten by the Eyiglijb, and the place relieved l] . The em- 
peror Sjgifmund m^de a tour to Paris , in order to engage 
the king to concur in the meafures taken in the council of 
Conftancc to put an end to the fchifm, by depofing all the 
three popes, Gregory the feventh, Benedih the thirteenth, 
and Jo/m the twenty-third ; he was deceived with all pof- 
fible marks of refpeft, and treated, during his flay, with 
all imaginable marks of kindnefs and cffcem, in hopes that, 
by his influence, a peace might be concluded with England j 
but, taking offence becaufe he was W allowed to aft as a 
fovereign while in the French dominions, he «nadc a fhort 
turn, and, inftead of remaining a mediator, became the 
ally of Henry the fifth, and fent his old friend Charles a let- 
ter of defiance e . But what embarrafled the court moft was 
the behaviour of John duke of Touraine, who, by the death of his 
brother, was become dauphin. He was at this time in Hainault , 
where he married Jaqueline the daughter and heirefs of tjie 
count, who afterwards cfpoufed the duke of Bedford f . A. £)* 
■He was about eighteen, *iyl, being either pCrfuaded or awed 1416. 
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by the courtf of Hainault, entered into the interefts of the 
duke of Burgundy , and came with his father-in-law, efcorted 
by a body of troops; but refufed to go to Paris, to* pay his 
duty to his father, unlefs the duke of Burgundy was re- 
called ; or rather the count of Hainault made this declara- 
tion, in his name, to the queen 

At his return from Paris , where he was very near being 
arretted, to Compiegne , the count of Hainault found th<* 
dauphin dying. This young prince had an impofthume in 
his ear ; which, breaking inwardly, had choaked him. The 
faction of Burgundy , being able to make no more ufe of 
him living, charged his death upon the conftable de Armagh 
nac , without either proof or probability. The conftable, 
to pay them in their own coin, atterted, that the emiflaries 
iton of the t | lc j u | cc 0 f Burgundy had poifoned thedaupkin Lewis h . 
dW, f j/ j. nt t | ie feeing that ftories of this kind made no lading 
lUigun- j m p rc ^ l0n ^ jig C f\ a i a ]| the grievances of the nation into a 
kind of manifefto. This he fent to molt of the great towns 
in the kingdom, inviting them to join with him in a league 
for the public good ; which had the greater effect, as the 
dukes of Berry and Anjou were lately dead, and the reft of 
the princes of the blood prifoners in England ; but, after all, 
perhaps his fehemes had failed, if, in the midft of thefe 
miferies and misfortunes, there had not happened a new di- 
vilion at court k . The dauphin, entirely governed by the 
conftable, confented,to feizc great quantities of plate and 
jewels, which the queen his mother had depottted in various 
convents and churches, and applied it for the public fervicc. 
The queen, in high difeontent, retired to Vincennes ; where 
fhe kept a very gay fplendid court, the expence of which 
little fuited the ftate of the kingdom, or the diverfions which 
were fuch as could not be reconciled either to the dignity of her 
rank or the modefty 1)? her fex *. The conftable, an auftere 
man, could ftot fee his mailer thus difhonour^d in filence ; he 
mentioned it tojiim therefore, and the king, making a tour 
to / insennes , received fuch fatisfattion from his enquiries, 
that he caufed one of her gallants to be put to death^ and 
ban illied her and her daughter Katherine to Tours m . Henry • 
the fifth, landing with a new army in Normandy , conquered 
» great part of that province, the conftable having been , 
obliged to recall the greateft part of the troops from thence, 
in order to oppofe them to the duke of Burgundy ; whom he 
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baffled in various attempts, and might probably have obliged 
to retire once more into his own dominions, if the qucca 
had nof, forgetting her rank, her duty, and her charafter, 
to gratify her revenge, written to him, and demanded his 
proteftion n . In this expedition he was fortunate ; he de- 
livered her from her captivity, and, in return, fhe co operated A. D. 
with him for the deftruftion of the king and kingdom. In *4*7* 
order to this (lie republifhed an old edift, by which, in the 
minority of her eldeft fon, the king had declared her regent ; 
of which (he now refumed the title and authority. She fixed the 
feat of her government at Troye, where fhe created a new 
chancellor, a new parliament, and formed a new great fetil. She 
gave the title of conflable of France to the duke of Lorrain 9 
declaring the count dc Armagnac unworthy of that dignity ; 
but, tho* fhe was bountiful in bellowing titles, yet all the 
power was referved to the duke of Burgundy , who made a 
very bold attempt to furprife Paris ; which, tho' very well 
concerted, did not fuccced °. 

It would require a volume of no inconfiderable fize to ex- A general 
plain all the dark and infidious practices that were at x\As/P nt °f 
time carried on, and which plainly demonftrate, that the-^*^ tf<7i ? 
extreme mifery brought on the French nation was owing to ^ £€ f* 
nothing but the corruption of their manners; which having, tbrdaU 
on the one hand, introduced a luxury unknown to former courts at 
times, excited, on thefcther, a paffion for wealth and power, this period, 
which quickly ftified all principle p . Hence the very end of and de- 
negociating was loft; for inftead of feeking to put a flop to ftrcysall 
prevent difputes, by an amicable and equitable decifion, the credit . 
parties aimed only at deceiving each other, and kept faitl> 
no longer than they thought it their intereft to keep it. The 
duke of Burgundy had, by letters patent under his hand and 
feal, acknowleged Henry the fifth for^e lawful owner of 
the French crown, tho’ certainly he never intended to fet it 
on his head The French princes were fo uneafy at their 
imprifonment, and faw fo little hopes of being delivered, 
that they likewife entered into a negotiation with lienry 9 
the bafts of which was their beginning to have a good opi- 
nion of his title, and the objeft of it the procuring leave for 
the duke of Bourbon to go to France , there to negociate a * . 
peace upon the king’s terms ; and, if that could not be 
brought about, then to acknowlege his title, and do ho- 
mage to him as their lawful prince r . The duke went, and 
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failed ; but,* at his return, himfelf and the reft of the 
princes refuted to perform their engagements, for which 
they were all clofely imprifoned, and Henry, againft fiis will, 
was forced to depend upon his fword. This reluftancy of 
his did not at all proceed from his diffidence of beating the 
french army, of which, in the prefent ftatc of things, he 
was in a manner fure ; but conqueft was not to be obtained 
but by a numerous army, and he was already fo effectually 
undone by the expeiue, that ho had been forced to pawn 
his crown and all his jewels to furnifh the neceffary fupplics 
for the next campaign ; and this, notwithftanding he had 
received from his In bj efts all that it was in their power to 
give \ In the mean time a negotiation had been fet on foot 
for reconciling the queen and the dauphin’s party in France ; 
in which inch difficulties occurred, that the fliinifters cm* 
ployed on l>oth lidos agreed to leave the terms to be pre* 
leribed by the legates of pope Martin the fifth ; and their 
decree was, that the King ihould devolve his authority oil 
the dauphin and the duke of Burgundy jointly, to which 
both parties willingly aty ed ; yet this did not produce a 
peike; lor the conilalne de Armagnat , tho* he could not 
open the eyes of the dauphin, prevailed upon the chancellor 
to declare that lie would n<ji put the fcal to huh a treaty 1 , 
for riff.-, he is highly Mamed by moll iff the Frcmh hiftorians, 
ns if 1 h had m.m’ffcffly fau iiiccd the pttblic to his private iu- 
tcreft ; but lure, it thev had attended to hit rcal'mi, they 
could huric have done him this injuftke; foi he alleged, 
that he eon! I not think of delivering the royal pei fun and 

! 'ov. * r Into t’ie lunJb ot one who had made a treaty again ll 
>oth ; huh, being denied by the duke of Burgundy , \v\a> 
the eauie that the writers of thole times confuted tiie cou- 
flalde, a* lupnofii^that he invented this as a pretence ; bur, 
fmcewe ;yv now lure of the mutter of fail, we are cci tain! y 
b.*tter judi of that point than rhey, ambit is but juft, that 
we (hould ipvat; of things as the light of hiftory directs us 11 . 
Paris fur- Tin: couft: 1 .! perceiving that not only the dauphin but 
fnj,,t by the people were difpieafed, judged it neceffary, towards 
^keeping up ihcii {pints, to fend out a part of his forces *o 
Burgun-^ recover b\hntlkcri and ManouJ/i , which they performed ; 
JLTtbl** ^ Ut nevcrt * lc ^ s this fuccefs proved his deftruftion. These 
€qk liable xvas onr ' ^f rr ' in c * I* Clerc , the foil of an ironmonger, who^ 
had been ill-treated by the dbmeftics of one of the king’s 
counfcllors, of which he had complained, without being 
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able to obtain redrefs : his father, in right of his port in the murdered 
militia, -had the keys of the gate of St. Germain \ which, to h tf '* 
gratify his revenge, the young man ftole from under his head 
when aflecp, opened that gate, and admitted eight hundred 
of the Burgundians, under the command of the lord Liflc- 
Adam, on Saturday the 28th of May , The very day after 
the populace, in fpitc of the conftable and the chancellor, had 
proclaimed peace w . The Burgundians were quickly joined 
by fcveral thou funds of low people, who furprifed the chan* 
ccllor, feveral prelates, and at length the conftable, who was 
difeovered by a mafon, to whole houfe he fled for flicker; ^ 
and thefe, together with two archbilhops, they conduced to 
prifon. But a few days after, that they might have an op- 
portunity tq plunder, they took aims again, forced the pii- 
fon doors, and murdered the greateil part of them, by 
throwing them from the top of the edifice upon their com- 
panions pikes, and afterwards dragged the bodies of the 
om liable and the tb.iuJlor *k Marie about the ftreets*. 

The duke «>[ B:\r \undy wtupied foon after with the queen, 
and the sing, ciih.t ikuuigh v.caknefs or fear, received 
them \ v! » kindly. Itu.iS iut long before the duke found 
himfv.ll under p <.at difncnltUs bom the \cry fpirit which, »r» 
fo Li!’k»olsv ddor a manner, put him in polTeliion nl the 
< vj'iral. the people uti timing a liberty of doing win 1 they 
picnic 1 , which :.r fiill he durft -.01 prevent. This was 
uni 1 o 10 g’c.it a height, th. 1 t the u 'nmon npnv. .* 
wa'Ud about the ^ ill his . obes ; -»!» J, «h >* they had a 
mrd r ' plunder any ikh Lmil>, rhofe at-cu ■m, oi-^ they 
v. ■' *7 rma rt:a.\ ; upon which he difp.ie.hed ». r • of 
the houfe, and p^ihap., i.is ions, and tie \ took all 
that they had. This executioner had the folly to > » to the 
duke of Burgundy's palace, and the 1 mu »o fnake 
him by the hand ; bin the duke, fending die ivff part of the 
city troops to recover the towns the confh'oly had iai.cn, laid 
bold of this opportunity to hang the han, f nan ; and, by 
biinging in a body of his own troops, t.^ot t lie people in 
p better order y. He would have treated with the dauphin, 
whom his mother earneftly invite \ back to Paris ; but that 
prince was either not inclined, or was perfuaded by thofe 
about him not to truft her. He fixed himfelf therefore at 
Pri^iers, where he aflembkd the remains of the parliament 
of Paris , appointed a new chancellor, befieged and took 
Tours, with many oflier places. 

w Annales dc France, P. Mezcray, P. Daniel. 
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Vh queen While %hefe ftrange adventures happened in France, 
and the king Henry reduced the greateft part of Normandy, J>ut of- 
Juke of f cre d at the fame time to treat with the dauphin and with 
Burgundy lhe j u i <e of Burgundy , though both thefe treaties were mere 
treat With ^ mn f cmcnts; the king telling the pope’s legate, that he 
licnry m - ht the finger Q f God ; n t he chaftifement of France ; 

and that having himfelf a good title to the crown, Provi- 
a»J a dcnce fecmed to have opened him a fair path to the pofleffion 
of it In all thefe treaties, therefore, there was nothing of 
finccrity on any fide ; the dauphin and the duke of Burgundy 
vainly deluded thcmfclves with the hopes of gaining Henry as 
anally, whereas the king of England meant to clofe with 
neither, but, by treating with both at a time, to thruft 
himfelf like a wedge between them, and thereby hinder their 
coalition, which was the fingle event he had to fear. It 
may A if lice, therefore, to fay, that, tho’ on the part of the 
duke of Burgundy the treaty was managed by the queen in 
perfon, who carried with her the princefs Katherine , to 
whofc beauty the king was far from being infenfible, yet he 
was fo much a hero and a politician, that in fpite of his 
paffion his intercfl prevailed ; fo that, notwithftanding ma- 
ny propolitions were made, they feparated* * without coming 
to any conclufion a . Henry , during the time of this treaty, 
remained at Mantc , and the French court at Pontoifc , the 
conferences being held in a place at & convenient diftance 
between thefe two towns, and terminated in the beginning 
of the month of May , very little to the fatisfattion of the 
duke of Burgundy , who faw plainly, that he began to lofe 
his intereft with the French, and that at the fame time he 
wa6 lefs confidered by the Engli/b. A circumftance that led 
him to repent the contributing as he had done to their in- 
vafion and fuccefs b . # • 

The daqphin, alarmed at his mother’s treaty with the 
king of England, and knowing to how gr^at a degree he 
was hated by Her, refolved, if poffible, to accommodate 
hlo***™ ma tt €rs with the duke of Burgundy , as the moft effe&ual 
means to repel the Engli/b, or at leafl to procure fomAvhat 
milder terms. He fent Tannegui du Chajlel \ who had been i 

f overnor of the baftile, and who (taking him out of bed in 
is Hurt) had preferved him the night that Paris was fur- 
prized, to Pontoife , to propofc an interview with the duke, 
whicl* was brought about through the perfuaAon of madam 


ht this 
eonfufion 
the dau - 


into a 
treaty 
•with the 
duke of 
Burgun- 
dy; 
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Giac, of whom the duke was pafllonately fond c . This in- 
terview was held the nth of July , at Souxtii-le-Fort t a 
league from Melwi> with great marks of efteem and tender- 
nefs on both fides, and with the moft profound fubmlffion 
on the part of the duke of Burgundy . They fworc perpe- 
tual friendlhip and unity on a crofs, prcfented by the bifhop 
of Laon ; and, at parting, agreed on another conference at 
Montcreau-Faut'Yvonne \ Henry was quickly apprifed of 
this, and that both parties had agreed to carry on the war 
aga'mft him with vigour, which feemed to be a moft perfidi- 
ous aft in the duke of Burgundy , conlidering the terms on 
which he flood with that monarch ; yet, in reality, the 
king of England had no great reafon to complain, fincc in 
treating with the dauphin he had offered to join with him 
in the conqueft of Flanders , provided he might retain the 
fovereignty lifter it was reduced; with which propofition the 
dauphin acquainted him in their interview c . By way of 
revenge, the king fent a ftrong detachment of his forces to 
furprize Pontoife , where the marfhal Lijlc Adam commanded, 
who made his efcape, with fome difficulty, in his fhirt, to- 
gether with fix thoufand men, the greateft part of them in 
the fame condition." The news of this greatly qualified the 
joy which the people of Paris had exprefled upon proclaim- 
ing the peace, and with good reafon, for the Englijh took all 
the treafurc, equipage, and baggage, of the court in that 
place, to' the value, as it was computed, of two millions f . 

In Lower Normandy the forces of the dauphin recovered 
feveral places ; and in a brifk aftion at Mortain were viftori- 
ous, and killed the Englijh about four hundred men, the 
duke of Burgundy remaining all this time in a ftate of con- 
fufion and inaftivity, as if he knew not which fide* to 
take. 

In this fituation the dauphin fent to* put him in mind of w&o is 
his appointment, and of the neceflity of their conferring to- nurderti 
gether at Montefeau . The duke went thither unwillingly, b l htl c ** m 
and by the perfuafion of his miftrefs g . The conference 
was upon a bridge, with ten perfons of confidence on a fide. n J’ C0 „„ 
The dbkc, on the approach of the dauphin, bent his knee, mam ^ at 
^ind in that aftion threw hisfword too far behind him; upon a confix 
this he laid his hand on it to pull it right, oh which Tantxeynce at 
•gui da, Chqftel, who had been a domeftic to the duke of Monte- 

reau. 

* Annales de France, P. VAg. 4 Ancien. Chron. de 
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Orleans, cried with a Item voice, “ It is time/* and .imme- 
diately, vW|ji his pole ak, cut off the duke’s chin as he was 
kneeling, and, before he was able to rife, or put himfelf in a 
pofture of defence* he was difpatched ' by feveraf mortal 
Wounds. Noailles , who was the ncareft him of any of his 
own party, drawing his dagger, was lolled upon the fpot ; 
eight more of his friends fecured, and only Montague, by 
leaping the barriers, which was thought impoffible, made 
his efcape. This tragedy was ailed on the tenth of Septem- 
ber Moft writers fay it was in the dauphin’s prcfencc; 
others, that two of his own people withdrew him before 
the duke was killed ; certain it is, that he difavoweej it by 
amanifefto, and as certain that this was generally believed. 
At Paris they expreffed the utmofl: horror and indignation ; 
and the queen’s chancellor, for there were now double of- 
fleers of every denomination, prevailed to have *hc firft pre- 
fident fent to the new duke, to condole, in the name of the 
king, the queen, and the city, of Paris , on the Jeffs ’ of his 
father 1 ( G ). On the 17th of October a treaty of union was 

figned, 

b Annales de France, Juv. des Ursins. j Dupleix, 
]. de Serres. 

( G ) John , furnamed the fufpicious: he made treaties 
Frarlefs, duke of Burgundy , with a view folely to his perfo- 
was the heir as well of Flanders nal intereft, without' regard to 
fas of his father’s territories, the welfare of the itate, or of 
which rendered him able to pollerity : he quickly faw the 
fupport his party in France, and ill confequences of thefc en- 
to carry his pretenfions as high gagements, declined executing, 
as his father had done, though and even ailed contrary to 
they were not fo well founded them (2). By thefe fteps his 
(l). He had all the good qua- misfortunes were brought on; 
lities requifite to renctefa prince and, in refpett to his death, 
admired and beloved: he was he was under a kind of infatu- 
prudent, liberal, eloquent, af- ation, for Hfe had intelligence 
fable, and bra^c : his great, of what was defigned againft 
indeed his only, foible was him from more than one quar- 
ambition. After the murder ter. He heficatcd, an# even 
of the duke of Orleans , he was flopped, at the feveral barriers f 
never eafy. Whenever any and at laft put himfelf into th^ 
grangers approached him, he hands pf the fervants of th& 
took them for* aflaffins : he in- duke of Orleans , whom, WH» 
creafed the number of his ^he fame treachery,. aitc|ipth 
guards: he grew jealous and the like falfe affurancesflupon 

• Meyert Anno l . Fland. Lc Gendrt, t (%) Gogufoi IJift. * Pauli 
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iigned, by deputies from feveral groat cities,- at Arrts, for A. 6. 
fcvenging his death ; and on the fecond of December a truce, * 4 , 9 * 
betweeji the kings of France and England, under the media- 
tion of the duke of Burgundy , that all 4 par ties might aft 
with the greater vigour againft the common enemy* that is, 
againft the dauphin k . 

In the fpring of the fucceeding year, the court being at t j ye 
*Troyc, the duke of Burgundy came thither with a numerous treaty of 
.attendance, and was received with the greateft kindnefs and Troyes, 
refpeft; foon after came the king of England , attended by Henry V. 
his brothers the dukes of Clarence and Gloucejlcr , a great *f Eng- 
number of Engli/b lords, and an efcorte of fixteen hundred lan d h de* 
men; and after a few days fpent in vifitsand ceremony, pro- c ^ ared re ~ 
ceeded to ratify on the twenty -firft of May a treaty, which 
had been fettled the preceding year at Arras, by which the France 
whole constitution of France was overturned 1 his treaty and the 
contains thirty-one articles ; the chief of which were, that dauphin 
Henry fliould efpoufe madame Katherine of France ; that Charles 
after the death of Charles he (hould fuccecd him as his next is pro* 
heir ; that, in the mean time, he (hould exercife the regal claimed an 

' k Ancien. Chron. de France, P. ALMil* 1 T, Livii, 
vita Henrici quinti, Mo n s t r e l . 


oath, he had drawn to the like 
difmal kind of death ^3). Some 
of his murderers were punifli- 
ed ; but Fannegui dti Cbajlel dif- 
avowed any intention to aflaf- 
finate him, which his fon ac- 
cepted as a j uftification ; and 
there were others alfo who e- 
fcaped (4). He was not fifty 
at the time of his deceafe. He 
efpoufed Margaret of Bavaria, 
daughter to the fount of Hain- 
ault , who, as a certain Flemijb 
hiftorian affirms, was forced 
.by the duke of Orleans , and 
wh<£ in refentment of this in- 
jury, iniligated her hufband to 
the aflaflination of that prince 
(5): but the French writers, 
who mention her amour with 
the duke of Orleans , ate filtnt 


in refpeft to the violence, and 
only iuggell that je&lbufy was 
one of the principal motives eo 
that bloody a ft ion (6). He 
had by this princefs i Philip the 
Good, his fucceilor ; Margaret, 
who efpoufed Lewis the dau- 
phin, and afterwards Arthur of 
Bretagne, co n (table of France ; 
Ka they ne 9 who died unmar- 
ried ; *Mary , who cfponfed 
Adolph, duke 0 P Clevcs ; Ifa- 
belle, who married Oliver de 
Blots , fon to the count of Ben* 
thiivre ; Anne , the confort of 
the regent duke of Bedford, and 
Agnes, who became the wife 
of Charles, duke of Bourbon (7), 
Margaret , du chefs of Burgundy, 
deceafcd January 23, 1214. 


. (3) Annuity it Franc* Daphix . (4) C. de BoufonviUien, Le Ctnd 

(5) Chalons, W. ii. p. 40. (6) P. Darnel. (7) Paulas JEmiliui de 

rebus gift it F^dficorum. 7. de Scrres. Dubinin , Du ‘Fillet, P. Henault , Mi* s. 
Abbe de Cbotfy, * 
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a»d the army, and f he chief direction of affairs, was committed to 
king raifes his brother the duke of Clarence . The duke of Burgundy , 
forces for a t the fame time, returned likewife into his territories ; and 
the war in t j ie trut h w ns they both flood in great need offerees, thofe 
trance. t ^ C y j ia j brought from England and Burgundy being wore 
out, either by ficknefs or fervice, and they were afraid of 
trufting to an army compofcd for the moft part of French 
troops Henry was likewife defirous of feeing his queen 
crowned in England , obtaining the fan ft ion of parliament to 
his treaty of Troyc, w hich he confidered as the conftitutioit 
of his new monarchy, and a large fnpply of money, that he 
might he able to complete the conqueft of France . He fuc- 
ceeded in moll ot thelc points ; but had the misfortune to be 
told by his parliament, that England, exclufivc of fame, was 
fo far from being a gainer by his conqueft, that the acquifi- 
tion of France was like to become her ruin, which chagrin’d 
him exceedingly; for he fmccrely loved his country, and 
faw he had impovciithed it with regret. He loved his family 
likewife, with a tendernels not altogether governed by pru- 
dence : a ftrong inftancc of this appeared in permitting his 
brother, the duke of G l:\iccjlcr, to Ileal Jarpwlinc, duchefs 
of Brabant, from her hufband, on account of the great do- 
minions which ihe pofleffcd in her own right; for this gave 
a great difguft to the duke of Burgundy , as well on the (core 
of the outrage done to his coufin, as bccaufc the eftablifti- 
' ment of this young prince in the Low Countries would have 
been very unacceptable to himfelf, as the king might ealily 
haveforefeen x . 

The Scots Things in the mean time took a new turn in France ; 
forces un- for the dauphin having received a fupply of fix or feven 
tier the thoufand Scots, under the command of the regent’s fon John 
command Stuart , earl of Buchan, he font them to defend his frontier 
*f ‘he earl 

on the fide of Hnjftt, and appointed the Sicur de la Fayette , 
^Buchan %v ith a C ofys of French forces, to affift them y. Thefe Scots 
duke* of ^ cin 8 quartered at Bangc by themfelves, the duke of Clarence 
Ctarcnce had intelligence of them; and making no doubt that he 
#/ B aU g^jb°uld be able to furprizc them, marched with fifteen hun- 
^^ed men at arm 3 , and the beft archers he had, with that 
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jjtw, leaving orders for the curl of Salijbury toVollow him, 
is foon # as he conveniently couUI, with the reft of his forces. 

The carl of Buchan, having ported his troops as ad van cage- 
E>nlly as he could, received him gallantly, and the duke, 
being defirous of obtaining an undivided victory, expofed 
Rimlclf in fuch a manner, that, after performing all that 
could be expe&ed from his birth and courage, he was llain 
upon the fpot, and his troops defeated : there fell likewifc 
the earl of Kent, lord Grey, the lord Rofs, and about three 
thoufand men ; the carls of Somerfet and Huntingdon, with 
fomc other pcrlbns of note, were taken prifoners. This vic- 
tory, though it colt the lives of fifteen hundred Frank, was, 
as their writers very juJtly oblcrve, of great con'cquencc, 
lince it proved that the fingli/b were not invincible; and it 
did great honour to the earl o( Bin ban , who killed the vlnkeof 
Clarence with his' own hand The French army next be- 
fieged Alai fon ; the carl of Sali/bury marched that way to 
raife the liege; but finding the enemy too rtrong he retired, 
and though he did it with great caution, his rear fnJfcrcd 
in his retreat. Henry landed at Calais with twcnty-cighl 
thoufand men, oFS^hieh four thoufand were horfc ; he 
marched 'dircftljMo the relief of Chartres , which was be- 
sieged by the dauphin, who retired at his reproach, and he 
followed him as far as Orleans a . On his return, at the 
req licit of the peopli ot Paris , he befieged Mcaux , which 
held out for eight months, and, when it furrendcrcd, the 
king caufed the governor to be beheaded. This, and fomc 
other inrtances of rigour, particularly fending the marfli.il 
cfe Life Adam to the baftile, for fomething he took amifs in 
his looks, chagrined the French exceedingly: but, notwith- 
itanding this, they thought it prudent to make great rejoice- 
ings on rhe news of queen Katherine'* ^cilig delivered of a 
foil at IFind/br , who was con fide red as the fucc^lfor of both 
kingdoms \ A? for the unfortunate Charles , he would have 
been more pitied if he had fhewn any fen It* of his misfor- A. D. 
tunes ; bur lie feemed to be altogether without feeling : and 1*21. 
as foP the queen, her implacable averfion to the dauphin, 
her particular kindnefs for the princefs Katherine , who very 

• 
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much refeftblcd her, and the refpeft paid her by her fon* in- 
law, who was the firlt prince in Europe , kept her from fee- 
ing the real mifery of: her condition; fo that, upofl all oc- 
casions, file appeared with a freedom and fpirif, which, at 
the fame time that it railed the odium of the French , made 
her contemptible to the Englijh c . 

Both the Henry refolved to open the next campaign with driving 
kings % all the dauphin’s garrifons out of Picardy , and took the 

Henry and fi e Jd f or this purpofe in the month of June, having with 
Charles, the p 00r ; n g nT1 king and the two queens. He flaid 
' / / fometime at Senlis , while the earl of Warwick cleared the 
France*/^ adjacent country ; but was fuddenly recalled to Paris, by 
a mi f era- intelligence that the dauphin had friends there, who meant 
bit nnd t0 put him in pofleffion of the place. On his arrival he 
diftrafied found a woman, who had been apprehended with letters to 
condition . fuch as were privy to this defign; and, as flic acknowlcged 
her fault, he dire&cd that her accomplices, being fecured, 
they (honld be all thrown together into the river *. After 
this deteftion and di (appointment of his enemies, he return- 
ed again to Senlis . The dauphin, in the mean time, in- 
verted Cone upon the Loire , with twenty, tlibufand men, and 
obliged the governor to confent thatMie, would render the 
place into his hands, if it was not relieved by the duke of 
Burgundy by the middle of Auguft. The duke, piqued at 
this, challenged the dauphin to name a day of battle; which 
being accepted, Henry refolved to be prefent, and with that 
view ordered his forces to march from Paris and Picardy 
through Champagne , to join thofe of the duke of Burgundy ; 
but finding ’dmfelf veyy much indTpofed at Meltin , he di- 
refted his brother, the duke of Bedford, and the earl of 
Warwick, to join the duke of Burgundy as foon as poffiblp, 
and retired himfelf Jnto Vincennes c . There his dirtemper 
increafed to fuch & degree as left little hopes of recovery : 
this dirtemper was a fiftula, the nature ofcwhich being then 
‘ little nnderrtocd, was fo ill managed that a mortification 
enfued. In his laft moments he recommended to the lords 
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that were about him three things ; the full wa%to preferve, 
by all means poffible, the friendlhip of the duke of Burgundy , 
and to*give him, in cafe they could engage him to accept it, 
the regency of France, which, ifherefufed, he confided to 
the duke of Bedford: in the next place, he forbid them to 
fet at liberty the French prifoners, till his fon ftiould be of 
full age; and, laftly, he commanded them, in cafe they 
ftiould ever be forced to make a pence with Charles de 
Patois (fo he called the dauphin), to fecure the duchy of 
Normandy , and annex it, as an independent fovereignty, 
to England L He declared Humphrey, duke of Chuccjtcr , 
regent of England , and appointed the earl of Warwick go- 
vernor of his Ton’s perfon. This done he prepared for death, 
with great ealinnefs and conftancy, ending his days on the 
lull of Jugujl, in the thirty-fixth year of his age b r . The 
duke of Burgundy having refufed the regency, the duke of 
Bedford aflumed it, but governed entirely by his and the 
queen’s advice. T he unfortunate Charles was daily de- 
clining in his health; and, being feized with a quartan ague, 
died on the 2 ill of OFlobcr (H), in the fifty-fourth year of his 
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(H) Wc have already de- boured all that was in his power 
feri bed the perfon of this mon- to make him fenfible of the 
arch, and obferved that he was misfortunes that would attend 
one of the handfomell men of this negledl ; which at length 
his age. At the age of feven- obllgec^him to divert his care 
teen his ftrength was fo great, to his yoflnger brother the duke 
that he was able to break a of Orleans . Yet? the natural 
horfe-lhoe : he wreftlcd, vault- good qualities of Charles , gain- 
ed, ran at the ring, and per. cd him the affedlion, and, in 
formed every fort of manly fome degree, the efteem, of his 
exerdfe, with great dexterity, fubjedls. He caufed the body 
• His misfortune was, that, be- of the conllable du Gurfclin to 
coming a king before he ar- be buried with great fplendour 
0 rived at years of diferetion, at St . Denis: neither was he 
he could not be prevailed up- grateful only to the dead, but 
on to bellow a proper degree qf to the living, infomuch that he 
application upon any thing that never forgot any perfonal fer- 
was ferious, though hfs uncle, vices that were rendered him, 
the duke of Bourbon , who was but rewarded them amply, 
charged with his education, la- fome fay prof ufely. He was 
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age* the fdity-third of his reign, and the thirtieth from the 
lofs of his fenfes : he was little deplored by his fubjefts, 

" Hill 

prodigiouj^, given to fliews and interval of good health ; be- 
fpc&aclcs, and was never bet- caufe, in the mean time, a new 
ter pleafed than when he could fet of minifters had got into 
find an opportunity to exhibit power, infomuch that it was 
them. His uncles encouraged hard to fay whether the king's 
all this, which was at the fame ficknefs or long life, his own 
time very acceptable to the weaknefs, or his wife’s gallan- 
quecn Ifahella, who loved fnch tries, the want of experience 
amufements more than he. in his Tons, or the boundlefs 
There has been difeovered, of ambition of his uncles, were 
late years, an old manufeript mod prejudicial to his realm ; 
of that time, containing the but the conjunction of them all, 
roll of a gallant fociety, enti- and the lof^of the battle of A - 
tulcd, La court ( tour) amoreufe, gincourt , brought it fo low, 
that is. The amorous court , in that it is not impoflible Henry 
which all the principal lords V. if he had lived, might have 
and gentlemen are ranged, un- eftablifhed a new line. His 
der a great variety of titles, death, which wa« followed by 
taken from the officers of the that of Quotes, who lingered 
Hate and government ; fo that but a fnfalj„time of a quartan 
it appears this was a kind of ague, iucreafed the public con- 
affociation for promoting plea- fufion for the prefent, but made 
fure, and, at the fame time, w if fo$ a favourable revolu- 
burlefquing bufinefs, and every tion. By his queen Jfahcl of 
thing folemn and ferious. A Bavaria, whom the French re- 
fure and fad fymptom of na- prefent as equally vicious and 
tional ruin! for as families fink cunning, the king had many 
firft into diftrefs, and then to children; two princes of the 
dfeftru&ion, when thofe who name of Charles , who died 
are at the head of them negledl young ; Lewis, dukCof Cuimne, 
their duty to follow am ufc- and, by their death* dauphin, 
ments, the fame thirty happens who married Margaret , daugh- 
in kingdom*, and difeontents, ter to the duke of Burgundy, and 
difl’enuon, and diffipations, fol- died at the age of nineteen 
low a feries of' gaudy pomp without iflue; John , duke of 
and idle pageantries, often in Touraine and Daufhine , who 
the fame reign, but always in efpoufed Jajueline , daughter to 
the next, as it fell out here, the count of Hatnault, who al- 
The king, after his fenfes were fo died without iiiue, about the 
"difturbed, enjoyed fometimes fame age with his brother^ 
three or four months of health, Charles, who fuccecded his fa- 
and tolerable underilanding ; t *her ; and Philip , who died the 
during which he allied at fame day he was born, and was 
council, and iflued ordinances, the child of whom the oueeiv 
which perhaps were contradict- lay-in when the duke of Or* 
ed by the ordinances of tfce next leans was murdered ; the prin- 
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and there was not fct much as a 
Id to attend his funeral \ 
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II. 
:hcn 
no- 
T obn> 
who 

daughter, mo marri- 
Ifery V.#and, aftjr his de- 
ceafe, O^enTudoa, a gentle, 
man of Waft** y whom, a- 
mongft other children, (he had 
Eibnundy earl of Richmond , who 
was the father of Henry VII. 
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*> 


king of Rrtgkmd^ As for queen 
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Ifabelt we {hall have occafion 
to mention her death, and the 
circum (lances that attended it, 
hereafter. In thole feafons 
that the king was delirious, 
the queen, wno pretended that 
(he was afraid of being with 
him, fuffered a young woman, 
whofe name was d' Odette de 
Champdiversy to fupply her 
place, by whom he had a na- 
tural daughter Margaret de V a - 
lois, (tiled the lady of Belle- 
ville r, who was married to John 
de Harpedene, lord of Belleville 
and Poitou (i). 
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